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lc __The Bistory of the Bakwens of Norovg,

The origin of the Bakwena is at Nokaditlase (North) at
the river named Botletl! which today, we coll the Zumbosi.
They crossed that river with othor native tribes. They
separated from these after crossing the Botletll river; thelr
chief was Mslopa. The chiafs that were before Malope are not
accurately known. Those who ralate the Sakwena history always
begin 1t with Malope who is regarded as the father of all the
bakwena,

The Dekwena lived at lowe. Lowe lles Lelow the Harico
and NHotwane rivers towards tha test. Later they removed their
ebode, and went down the Marico river to the placs called
Hathateng. %hen they went to Rathatang, Chief ¥clope was
slready decd. They went thero with Mmungwato and Ngweket se
the sons of HMalope. Later Ngwaketse k und his older brother
Mmangwato separated.

How we follow the geoncration oi Ngwaketse. The child of
Newakotse was Fhoagnno. Iis childron were Mphele and his
younger brother Mphelano. Mphels beget Jetlhare, 3letlhare
becet ogopo, MNofope beget !iodlse. The children of .odlse are
Remoangwane, Sefike and Hamorola,

rodtse removed his abode frox Rathuteng, he was then the
chief of the Bakwena. He went to settle on the mountains which
ere now known as the wountains ol Phalune, he lived at the
foot of the mountalr which to this day i1s called the little
mountain of Modise i Mulope. ¥hile Liodise was chiaf at the
mountains of Phalane, his eldost son Runcangwine was spolled
by the Bakwena by showing too great & respoct for him, and on
one occasion when they had set out on & hunting rarty he hit
his father with a thin stick, protending as if he was hitting
a dor. lils fathor uttered u torrible curse upon him and .s4id:
“ire you making e your dog? You will never inherit my
chieftainsalip, your younger brothers will rule over you, until

/you look .......
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you look sideways at the chieftainship like a hyenu." The
chieftainship was thon given to 3efike his younger brother.

The children of Sefike are D{jwe and liooketsi. Dijwe
becare chiof over the Dakwona, as he was the sldest child,
®hen Dijwe dled, he lef’ threo sons that we know of. At this
time the chieftainship romained with looketsl his younger
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brother czince the children of Dijwe were still young. amongst
these threo boys, the chiléd of the great house, the wife of
which waz married to bring forth the chief of the tribe, was
born last. The [irst who was born amongst them was Xore who
was followed Ly Keu, and Tscku the child of the house which
was to rroduce the chief was born last.

Whilst Udooketsi was still the ruler of the trite he called
the Bakwenz topether as he realisad that liore the son of his
elder brother was old sncugh and he said: "I cunnot continue
to fead on the cow's udder in the presence of my elder brother's
child. Lot Moro becomo chief since Tsoku 1s still too young
to become a chlef; when ho comes of age, lore will hand the
chileftainship over to him." Lore becume chief of the Bakwena,
he won the people's popularity und they loved him, as he did
great things :hilst ho was with them. ‘hep Mooketsl handed
over Tsoku's chleftainship to lore they were no longer living
at the 1litile mountain of Mudise of ogope, they hud settled
at Mabjunamatshwane. Mabjanzmatshwune are black mountuins
which 1le betweon the Kgowe and Legapano rivers (North East of
Brits).

When Tsoxu came ol aga, lookets! spoke to the Lukwenu and
tho son of his elder brother and saild: “Tsoku has grown up,
let him be given his chieftainshiy." &oro and e section of
the Bakwens refused with the chieftainship. Those Bakwena were:-
Thebe of lopala und lmahums of Lebethe and Radise of Folunyane
and their poople, &s they were sul-chliefs. Thebe of Uopula was
chiof of the Ramorolu section, Mmahumc of Lebothe was chief of
the HogaJana section and Radise of ¥olunyune was chief of the

Barolong .
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Since there was now a misunderstanding among the Bakwens,
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some in favour of lore and others in favour of Tsoku who was
the rightful heir to the chieftainship, their fathor looketsi
called tho chief of Phokeng, Sekete of Ramorva to come and
bring them togather in friondshi;. Jekets came and said: "lLot
the Bakwenu sit down and let Tsoku und Lore take their shields
and spears and figcht. The one who has killed the other shall
romalin as chlef of the Dakwena.

This judgment did not please the Bakwoenas 85 well as
Mooketsi their hLead. Ulookotsi then said to Tsoku: "Do not
fight with a dog which 1s ycurs, it muy bite you."

ore with tmahuma of Lebethe sn¢ Thebe of lopela wnd
Radise of Rolanyena and thelr followers then went away and
came to sattle at Lengwatladl or mangwatladi on the west of
Plencars river.

Tsoku remained chief of the section of the Lakwena which
stsyed behind with him at Habjansmetshwane, together with his
unclo locketsi. Tsoln was spolled by the Deskwena through
honouring him more than it wus necessary.

The lirst thing he did which spoilt his chieftainship
was this: |

There was a coertain man who was chief of the Datluse und
whose father was deud. This chief was woaring a string of
beads called "bolokwano" that is to say !'inheritunce”, which
was taken of from his father ufter his death snd before his
burial. Tsoku asked this man to give it to him. 7This nan
who was the chief of the Batluse section refused saying, "It
i3 an inheritunce, it is never given away or offered to anyone,
it will be taken off from me when 1 am dead, and given to one
who 18 oy relative.” Tsoku asked hin porsistently, and it was
on & Yefinesduay. OUn Thursday Tsoku cslled a public meeting.
fhilst the people were gatherod together, Tsoku stcod up, and
took a knife and cut off the string of beads from the chief
of the Batlase. Ile tlen saildi: "Bakwenu! Let the gathering

/diaparso..............
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disperse, 1 wanted you to witness ay taking away of the string
of beads from that man of the Datlasel”

How, the poorle werc aatonished, they began to reallse
that Tsoku was thelr aurdaerer if Lae dares tako away an
inheritance which nobody co0uld risk to taxe zway. This soction
of the Datlase t!en.broke away from him and they went to Join
liore at Lengwatladi,

The people continued to say bod things aobout him, This
i3 his socord misdeed. Ue ordered his sarvants to go to the
veld and collect all the roan cattle no matter to whom they
belonged, and btring them to him that they should be his without
buying them. ow the Bakwena got displeased, even their
father Kookatsl himsolf became displeased.

Trhe Bakwena broke away in great numbors Irom him and went
to ifore at lengwatladi,and even the uncle of the chiefs got
awvay. llare 1s his third and serious misdoed:

e askod the Bukwone e quostion und said: "Rhen a person
is proegnent, in what direction does the child face?" The
Bakwena said:s "In thut case it is only Cod who knows.” Then
Tsoku ordered his servunts to catch hold of a womn who 1s
pregnant and cut her opern s¢ that he mey see in what direction
the child facos when it 15 in its mother's womb. Indeed the
servants did this for fear of the chief &nd Tsoku satisfied
his wicked desire. On account of this uct, the Bakwena in
great numbers broke away from Tsoku, who was left with a few
roemnants and they followed kiore at lLengwatludi, Later the
few who romained with him, realised that they would be attacked
by the armies of the Dapo tridbe und mude captives owing to
their smuallness in number. They said to the younger brother
of Tsoku: "te had botter follow the Bakwena to lore at lengwa-
tladl." Indeed they packed up and followed their bdrothers,
Taoku being still with them.

7. On their arrival, they payed homazgo to More, eénd he
recéivod thom. Lore devised a plan for him and conspired with
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Mmusi of Tagane. Mmusl sent some people to Tsoku and saids
“%hy, being a chief who has Just arrived don't you come and
greot me and ask for a woman to mary so that our blood mmy
becone one?™ Tsoku sent some men to go and ask for a girl to
marry from Chiaf Mrusi. They fancied a light-complexioned
g4rl there and they ware givan her.

when they had been invited and had gone to pay a visit
to the wife at her father's homas, Mmusi the Bakgatla chief
sent men to capture Tsoku's cattle and to kill the few people
who were loft behind when the others had gone to the chiel's
wedding at Mwusi's place.

(By the way Taoku's villsge was built on one side where
he lived with the people he came with from Mabjansmatshwene,)

Now when Tsoku k realised that he only hed a few pecple
with him, he surrendered to his younger brother Nore. Nore
and his son Segwati were planning to kill him. Eventually
they killed him at the cattle post, He was killed by ths son
of his younger brother Segwati by strangling him with a thong,

The wives of Tsoku and thair children entered. MNore
ordersed his army of the Dekwena to drive theam across the lapells
river and leave them in the Bapedl country. They ware thus
loft in a oruel manner without anything to live upon. What
happenend to them eventually is not known. That was the end
of Tsokxu and his chieftainship.

Kore returned to Mabjanamatshwane.

After the death of Tsoku, Morse refurned 1o Mabjanamatshwane
with big tribe of the Bakwenas together with hie son Segwati
and his younger brothers. He fought many wars whilat he was
there, being feured dy meny tridbes. He fought with the Bapo
tribe, their armies meeting at the little river where brits is
situated today. The people of Hosetlha invited a very lurge
arny from Mmalelmitu the Sapedi chief. The head of this army
waz at the Tsewe mountain near Egabaletsane, and its tall was
et the lLetswal mountain,

/At d“m“.....l'll.Qb~Ot
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383 - - - At Gawn when the army appearaed out of the forest near
which the people of Rabokela live today, More seid to hie =on
Segwati: "I have never seen sucl: e big army! Let us offer
the "white cattle” of lMma-Segwati and pay homage®. Segwatl
thereupon pull out a stubble of grass by the roots snd thrav
it at his father szying:s "Take this and clean yourself. 1
cannot take our cattle and give them to the Bapedl. I will
£ight", The attack commenced. The Bakwena resisted sné fought
until they drove it e long distance a3 their ealder Segwati had
said,

They killed them until they reached letswal mountain,

The pecpla who were ell fighting against the Bakwena at
Eabjanamatshwane were (a) The Bapedi of Mmalekxutu (b) The tribe
of JMotsha (c) The tribe of Seabe (d) The Bahadudha.

The country of Matlhare where the Batlase snd Barolong

lived had been given by Mmalekutu to five tribes. They are
(a) loletlane, (b) Mokopana (c¢) Maune (d) Letwebe (o) Laka,
On their arrival they drove away the Batlase and the Barolong.
They set fire to their villege and they captured the cattie of
the Batlase and the Barolong, which hod been driven to safety
before the war to Kengongobe (Brits district).

then the people of lHabjanumatshwane saw smoke rising from
the place of Matlhare, the villege which had been set on fire,
they rushed to the rescue. They found the armies at their
leisura and killed them. Now More remained ruling his people
in a state of peace with nothing more to fear.

ihe _%orship of Cod,
It does appear that the native pacpla had some knowladge

about the living God although they did not have a claar
understanding about Him. 3ihen the Bakwena lived at Mabjana-
matshsane, thay hed a certain place whickL they regarded as a
holy one. There,.you find a little mountain with flat stonas.
All the kinds of trsss that are found ip the vald have grosn
there. fhen there was distress such as scarcity of rain,

/pﬂ?pl'.n.-u-.n..
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ﬁ;oilo picked out a black sheep and took it to the chief end
they would say:s “Chief, we ask for rain®. The chief would then
order that it be taken toc the Batlase who were regsrded as
priests. The Batlase took the sheep and went Jorth, wen,

wonan and children. On their way they would sing songs of
asking. The slaughtered the sheep and placed its meat on a
stone that resembled an alter and then returned home still
singing the scngs of asking. It would then rein,

The rospel was introduced to the Bakwene tribe by one
man of the Batlase section whose name was leekwe. This man
was captured by the Zulus of Tshaka and he eventually fell
into the hands of the Bosers in Natal. whilst he was with
these Hoers, he saw their children attending school., Those
children told him about Jehova the living GJod and he got to
love God very much, Always whan the children of the Boers
were at school, he would bs seen sitfing on his haunchws outside
the school and eventually the teachsr noticed that he liked
learning, Ha asked the parents of the children to allow him
to attend xkemx school with their children. The parents of the
childran allowed him znd he learned with all sarnestness,

Soms people say that he lecrned until he surpassed the children
of the Boers and decame their teacher. 3ome say that he knew
the lessons by memory but he did not know how to read. But
what we Jmow is that he came from Natal with a Dutch Bible
which he presented to the congregation of Bethanie, it is still
there even todsy. It 18 kept to show visitors that it is the
first Bible that came to the Bakwena (Bethanie).

Whilst he was in Katal, he remembared his bretheren st
Bethanie and he brought the gospel of God to them. He taught
then and owen indicated to thezm where they could find a minister.,
That minister was at Lefurutshe (Linokena) where there was the
first sinister of Hermannsburg, amopgst the Bakwena of liogops
at Dethanie. He was followed Ly his son W. Behrens who is st

Brits today.
/M‘.Ql.‘l!b.t.ibbi
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Those Bakwens who wento to fetch the minister, are those
who had lived at Msantabole (Bethsnie). The reader willlnow
that the Bakwans we have been sreaking about in this history,
are the Sakwena of Mogopa, whose large village today is
Béthanie. He is the man who want out froa Bethanie to tesch
the gospel. The Dutoh pecple baptised him by the name of
David Modibane,

The men set out in wagons to feteh the minister et
Lefurutshe., The asad of those men who went to fetch the
minister was Pudungwe, to whom in his baptiam, was added the
usine of Petrus Sepeng.

The Bakwena who are et imantabole left Nabjanamsatshwane
and went to Metlhare, their chief being Tedie Mmamogale. ifter
Mnascgale ran avay f{rom the Buropesuns to the country of
Nosweswe, they removed their abode to imantabole. That ie
the history of the Bakwena of Nogopa.

Bakxana_cf  Fhalans.

The Bakwena of Phalane are alsc the children of Malope.
Thelr father, the big Flame of ¥ire, is the father of the
iskwens of Jatshele of lotswasile, UJetahele's father is
legwale,

The Bakwena of Phalane &hd the Jakwena of Setalela were
seperated from each other beceuss of a dispute of a bLeast.
Vhen this beast graw ujp a Lorn eame oub only on the ons side.
On the other end hairs grew up wiere the horn should have been.
The hairs mrdv up exactly as a horn and it took the exsct
shape ol the other horn of that besst. Most of the people
desired that this beast should bave belonged to the eldest
child who 1s the chi:r. 80 that when other chiefs ceme to see
it they should {ind/in the chief's cattle km kraal. This
beast delonged to liokcke the chief's youngaer brother. Xokoke
and his followers refused with it. Thero droke out a wur over
this bonst. Mokoke was conquered and he and his people fled,

then Nokoke fled, he crossed the 0di {Crocodile fiiver) so

that the army which dreve him away shonld not close him in on
/m nOMdOOOQA‘DlQ..-.c
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the flooded river. True snocugh when they came thore they
found the river in flood. The Bakwena under HMokoke lived by
killing roebucke at their calving time in the month of Msloye
(Kovember). There wse an exchange of swear words between thea
since they were unatle to cress the flooded river and close
in with each other. The counsillors of the chief seid: "Cet
gone! You are no more Bakwena, you venerate as your tribal
totem those roebucks that you are eating', those yonder also
said: 'Iqal ¥e are the baphalane*. They accepted that curse
with Joy to become the nazme of the tribe, and they were callod
Baphalane as (rom that day.

After that the Baphalcz:iie called u meeting and said: “let
us h loock for a country that will Le our own, and never again
coms together with any one who is s Mokwena.” when they
uttered these words, they were at Ilhapelabjale where the
Thokwe river meets tha 0di. The Baphalane then want away and
passed through Botlhapatshwene's Nek which is towards the East
of the big Thabazimbi mountain, and which the Ruropeans call
Makisnek, They inveded the people of iodikele, conquered them
and increused themsslwes with iloewn. 3Jesondly,they invaded the
people of Nku, conquered them and increased themselves with
them, Thirdly they invaded the people oi iule, they conjuered
then and added them to their number. At Lhig tine they were
already a big nation. Each time they went out én an inveslon
they washod the baboon at Hotlhapstshwane before they entered
a village.

liow we shali seo vhat it means to wash the baboon. ¥hen
& man 18 dead and has been killed by another mun, we cell that
dead one the baboon of the killer. The custom of the native
peopie is this that if a person has killed another in bettle,
he must cut him open and let the entrails out,

Our fathers say: "I1f & porson 1s not cut open, the person
who has killed hiu will be constipaBed, nuw in order thszt he
should not be¢ constipeted, he must cut him open, und take off

a cartain portion (limb) from the dead person, whether it be

/an m........‘..i.l..
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&n &rm, or &n esr but what 1s required most 1s the private
parts. This portion will be shown to the men and then it will
be taken to a witclhdoctor. The witchdoctor will take this
portion and roast it and grind it and mix £t with soune
pedicines and then hwmve the warriors washed with it. How,
it 1s then that the aray con antor tho home kraal, thut 1s
what is8 meant by washing the daboon,.

After they had increazed their muaber by those three
tribes, they captured paople who are regarded as strangers
and thoy asked them and seid: "Tell us where we can find a
beautiful country, vhere we may go and settle". They told
thex about the country which ie today the country of laka,
There they found six chiefs, they attacked them and took the
country from them. In fact no‘battles took placa there, they
merely feared them as they had heard ~f their fame. One of
these chiofs was & Ratime. Chief MHokoke died there, in the
tarritory ahich belongs to Laka today..

%hen the chief died, the rightful heir to the chief-
tainshiy wes ¥afodl who was still a minor when thene
territories were captured, FHe wes son of tke great house from
which the hoir was to come., Now Kobete refussed %o give up
the chieftainshir as he was the one who was in command of the
armios during the lifetime of his father, yot he balongad to
the smaller house.

Just at this tine, whilast the men were still having a
consultation with Mafudi, & hunting expedition was undertaken.
They killed a lot of animals, giraffe bulls, eland bulls and
buffalo tulls. Their hoofs were cooked and pulled out, dried
up, put in bags and carried to Mmulekutr in Bopediland., They
wers shown to Mmalekutu and they sald: *look! The reason why
Kobete refuses to hand over Mafodi's chieftainship is that he
is led to this contemptuous attitude by the cattle of the
Baphalane whase hoofs yocu aee here.”

Fhen Msmalekutu ssw the hoofs of the animals, he Invited

other kix tribes to join him and he came and put an end to the
/BIph&lanﬁc--‘-.«..‘.;.
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Bephalene cnd confirmed Mafodi es chief.

Kobeto fled to Mmaleoko where the people of Laka oripginally
lived. Mafudi ruled over the fow remnants that were still
with him, when Kobete arrived at Mmaleoko, he said to the
peopls of lakas “The Baphelane have been annihilated by
Moalekutu. Come along &nd toke possession of thelr territory
for yoursalves.® Indeed this they d1d, theykilled the
Baphalane and captured the territory which becanre theirs
and to this day, it is the territory of the pecple of laka.

Then the remnants which were the children of Mafodi
fled back to the little mountairm of Xodise of Mogope. 1t
18 there where they are living even today.

FNP.S. 388
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