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Table S1: Search databases for prevalence and associated factors of syphilis among female sex workers in East Africa
	S.No-
	Database 
	Search string
	Total number of article

	1
	PubMed
	The search strings used in the PubMed/MEDLINE was:- ((((((((((((prevalence) OR (magnitude)) OR (epidemiology)) AND (syphilis)) OR (treponema pallidum)) OR (sexually transmitted infection)) OR (STI)) OR (STD)) AND (Female sex workers)) OR (commercial sex workers)) OR (prostitute)) AND (East-Africa)) OR Comoros[tw] OR Djibouti[tw] OR Eritrea[tw] OR Ethiopia[tw] OR Madagascar[tw] OR Malawi[tw] OR Mali[tw] OR Mauritania[tw] OR Mauritius[tw] OR Mayote[tw] OR Mozambique[tw] OR Mocambique[tw] OR Reunion[tw] OR Rwanda[tw] OR Seychelles[tw] OR Somalia[tw] OR Tanzania[tw] OR Uganda[tw] OR "East Africa"[tw] OR "East African"[tw] OR "Eastern Africa"[tw] OR "Eastern African"[tw].
	7156













Table S2: The methodological quality of the included studies using JBI critical appraisal tools(cross-sectional studies)
	Author
	Were the criteria for inclusion in the sample clearly 
defined?
	Were the study subjects and the setting described in 
detail?
	Was the exposure measured in a valid and reliable 
way?
	Were objective, standard criteria used for 
measurement of the condition?
	Were confounding factors identified?
	Were strategies to deal with confounding factors 
stated?
	Were the outcomes measured in a valid and reliable 
way?
	Was appropriate statistical analysis used?
	Summary  of the
overall 
result

	Desta et al., 1990 (1)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Ahmed et al., 1991
(2)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Geyid et al., 1990 (3)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	7

	Behets et al., 2005
(4)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Metaferia et al., 2021(5)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Tura et al., 2023  (6)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Hakim et al., 2020(7)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Manguro et al., 2013(8)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Fonck et al., 2001(9)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Wariso et al., 2023(10)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Harijaona et al., 2009 (11)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Hawken et al., 2002 (12)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Nzivo, 2019 (13)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	60

	Okiria et al., 2023 (14)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Musyoki et al., 2015 (15)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	7

	Vandepitte et al., 2011 (16)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Tukamwesiga, 2017 (17)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	G Riedner Riedner et al., 2003
(18)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Mutagoma et al., 2017(19)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Alemu et al., 2022 (20)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	7

	Xueref et al., 2003 (21)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Vu and Misra, 2018
(22)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Chersich et al., 2007
(23)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	8

	Kotlewski et al., 2014 (24)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6

	Choongo, 2019 (25)
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	6
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