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Individual taxpayer questionnaire
Question 1 (screening question)
Which type of taxpayer stance are you taking during this questionnaire?
· Individual taxpayer (including a provisional taxpayer) earning a salary or commission
· Sole proprietor
· Owner/director/shareholder of a company/institution
· Partner in a partnership
Question 2
On a scale from 0 to 10, with 0 not being a motivation and 10 being an extremely strong motivation, please indicate how strong do you think the following motivations are for the general South African taxpayer to evade tax. These statements apply to any tax type in South Africa.
Tax evasion is defined as the illegal non‑payment or underpayment of tax.
	
	No motivation
	Extremely strong motivation

	
	0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10

	People’s needs and wants.
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	To facilitation a cash‑flow problem of a taxpayer.
	[image: ]

	A person’s greed.
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	A taxpayer’s attitude of getting even with the tax authority (SARS).
	[image: ]

	A taxpayer’s attempt to save tax.
	[image: ]

	A taxpayer’s lack of knowledge of tax legislation and regulations.
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	A taxpayer feels that tax rates are unfairly high, therefore evading tax will even out the unfairness.
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	The tax evaded does not have a visible effect on the economy, therefore a person’s action will not cause damage to anyone.
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	The risk of getting caught for tax evasion is outweighed by the immediate benefit (financial gain) obtained by evading tax.
	[image: ]

	If a person evaded tax in the past without getting caught, he/she would like to see how far he/she can get without being detected. For him/her it is a power game with the tax authority.
	[image: ]


Question 3
Have you ever neglected to submit/pay a tax return or submitted/paid a tax return late?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 4
Do you think that a prison sentence for tax evasion is too harsh?
· Yes
· No
· My answer will depend on the extend of the tax evasion
Question 5
Please motivate your answer to the previous question.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 6
Have you ever added additional expenses (overstatement) or lower the income (under declaration) on a tax return?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 7
Have you ever been punished for overstatement of expenses or under declaration of income?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 8
Have you ever been punished for non/late submission or payment of a tax return?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 9
Have you ever reported tax evasion by another taxpayer to SARS?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 10
In your opinion of why people in South Africa would not report tax evasion, please indicate the following: On a scale from 0 to 10, with 0 not being relied on as a reason for not reporting tax evasion and 10 being strongly relied on as a reason for not reporting tax evasion, please indicate the strength of the reasons for not reporting tax evasion.
	
	Not being a reason not to report
	Very strong reason not to report

	
	0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10

	Reporting tax evasion has no effect on the economic situation in South Africa.
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	Fear of being victimised.
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	People do not want to get involved.
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	Fear of being implicated.
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	Uncertainty about the consequences.
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Question 11
Apart from penalty and interest imposition and prison time, please suggest any other possible punishment methods for tax evasion which in your opinion may deter taxpayers from evading tax.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: Annexure_4][bookmark: _Toc189138407]APPENDIX 2:
Business taxpayer questionnaire
Question 1 (Screening question)
Which type of taxpayer stance are you taking during this questionnaire?
· Individual taxpayer (including a provisional taxpayer) earning a salary or commission
· Sole proprietor
· Owner/director/shareholder of a company/institution
· Partner in a partnership
Question 2
On a scale from 0 to 10, with 0 not being a motivation and 10 being an extremely strong motivation, please indicate how strong do you think the following motivations are for the general South African taxpayer to evade tax. These statements applies to any tax type in South Africa.
Tax evasion is defined as the illegal non‑payment or underpayment of tax.
	
	No motivation
	Extremely strong motivation

	
	0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10

	People’s needs and wants.
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	To facilitation a cash‑flow problem of a taxpayer.
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	A person’s greed.
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	A taxpayer’s attitude of getting even with the tax authority (SARS).
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	A taxpayer’s attempt to save tax.
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	A taxpayer’s lack of knowledge of tax legislation and regulations.
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	A taxpayer feels that tax rates are unfairly high, therefore evading tax will even out the unfairness.
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	The tax evaded does not have a visible effect on the economy, therefore a person’s action will not cause damage to anyone.
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	The risk of getting caught for tax evasion is outweighed by the immediate benefit (financial gain) obtained by evading tax.
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	If a person evaded tax in the past without getting caught, he/she would like to see how far he/she can get without being detected. For him/her it is a power game with the tax authority.
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Question 3
Have you ever neglected to submit/pay a business tax return or submitted/paid a tax business tax return late?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 4
Have you ever added additional expenses (overstatement) or lower the income (under declaration) on a business tax return?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 5
Do you think that a prison sentence for tax evasion is too harsh punishment for tax evasion?
· Yes
· No
· My answer will depend on the extend of the tax evasion 
Question 6
Please motivate your answer to the previous question.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 7
Have your business ever been punished for non/late submission or payment of a tax return?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 8
Have you ever been punished for overstatement of expenses or under declaration of income?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 9
Have you ever reported tax evasion by another taxpayer to SARS?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 10
In your opinion of why people in South Africa would not report tax evasion, please indicate the following: On a scale from 0 to 10, with 0 not being relied on as a reason for not reporting tax evasion and 10 being strongly relied on as a reason for not reporting tax evasion, please indicate the strength of the reasons for not reporting tax evasion.
	
	Not being a reason not to report
	Very strong reason not to report

	
	0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10

	Reporting tax evasion has no effect on the economic situation in South Africa.
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	Fear of being victimised.
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	People do not want to get involved.
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	Fear of being implicated.
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	Uncertainty about the consequences.

	[image: ]


Question 11
Apart from penalty and interest imposition and prison time, please suggest any other possible punishment methods for tax evasion which in your opinion may deter taxpayers from evading tax.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Tax practitioner questionnaire
Question 1
Have you ever evade tax on behalf of a client?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 2
On a scale from 0 to 10, with 0 not being a motivation and 10 being an extremely strong motivation, please indicate how strong do you think the following motivations are for the general South African taxpayer to evade tax. These statements applies to any tax type in South Africa.
Tax evasion is defined as the illegal non‑payment or underpayment of tax.
	
	No motivation
	Extremely strong motivation

	
	0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10

	People’s needs and wants.
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	To facilitation a cash‑flow problem of a taxpayer.
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	A person’s greed.
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	A taxpayer’s attitude of getting even with the tax authority (SARS).
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	A taxpayer’s attempt to save tax.
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	A taxpayer’s lack of knowledge of tax legislation and regulations.
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	A taxpayer feels that tax rates are unfairly high, therefore evading tax will even out the unfairness.
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	The tax evaded does not have a visible effect on the economy, therefore a person’s action will not cause damage to anyone.
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	The risk of getting caught for tax evasion is outweighed by the immediate benefit (financial gain) obtained by evading tax.
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	If a person evaded tax in the past without getting caught, he/she would like to see how far he/she can get without being detected. For him/her it is a power game with the tax authority.
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Question 3
Do you think a prison sentence for tax evasion is too harsh?
· Yes
· No
· My answer will depend on the extend of the tax evasion 
Question 4
Please motivate your answer to the previous question.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 5
Have you had clients who were punished with penalties for tax evasion?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 6
Have you ever encountered a client who after being punished or penalised for tax evasion, decided to evade tax again?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 7
Have you ever had a client who was criminally charged with tax evasion?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 8
What effect does punishment have on the immediate environment of a taxpayer punished for tax evasion?
· Yes
· No
· Not sure
Question 9
Please elaborate on your answer to the previous question. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Question 10
Apart from penalty and interest imposition and imprisonment, please suggest any other possible punishment methods for tax evasion which in your opinion may have a deterrent effect of taxpayers.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Question 11
Have you ever reported a taxpayer to SARS for tax evasion?
· Yes
· No
· I prefer not to answer
Question 12
In your opinion of why people in South Africa would not report tax evasion, please indicate the following: On a scale from 0 to 10, with 0 not being relied on as a reason for not reporting tax evasion and 10 being strongly relied on as a reason for not reporting tax evasion, please indicate the strength of the reasons for not reporting tax evasion.
	
	Not being a reason not to report
	Very strong reason not to report

	
	0   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9   10

	Reporting tax evasion has no effect on the economic situation in South Africa.
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	Fear of being victimised.
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	People do not want to get involved.
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	Fear of being implicated.
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	Uncertainty about the consequences.
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Interviews: questions for expert role players in south africa’s tax and punishment system
Generic questions for all six expert role players
1. Why do you think people evade tax?
2. Do you think that tax offenders view themselves as criminals? Why do you think so?
3. In your opinion, what would the best punishment for a tax offender be?
4. Is a prison sentence for tax evasion too harsh?
5. What do you think the effect of being punished with a prison sentence for tax evasion is on the immediate environment of a tax offender? 
6. Apart from penalties, interest, and prison time, what other possible punishment methods for tax evasion do you suggest?
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