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j—T} lb l ¥omen slso, have the.r coremony of initlation into

wominhood. whor this ceremony of initistion was about to
take place, & woman waa sert to the ch.ef's placs, When
she entered the chief'g krasl, it was the custom for her to
approach it besting 8 drum. 1t would tiwn be known that e
coromony of initiation was taking place, when she entared,
she would sey, it is Thursdey (Msralalo), Frideay would be
'Madiva', it is the day of the cormencement of the ceremony
of the initiation intv womanhood, Jaturday would be mogebelo
(mapomelo), Cords wers woven, .they were known as 'dikgrlokoancg’
They were worn so as to cover the whole body »f the girl, The
girls were smeared with blesk powder and were dressed in
brayed cattle skins. This dreas of brayed cattle skins
was known as 'detea'. Rush mets were mede for the girls asnd

elr feces were covered with t.em so that they might not bvs
visible, The per.od for this cersmony was only a month,
after which the black powder is washed off their fsces.
This is known as “go tlhabsra”, That is t» say, the black
powder is weg ed off and they are sassred with white clay,
After this, t'®ir heir is gnointed with a gpecies of
bleckiesd mixed with fet (sebilo), and their bodies were
smeared with red ochre, Their drssses were cottle skins which
were scravohed with rough stons in order to make them suppls.
Outside they which are smesrsd with red ochre.
when the month's perind expires, a big fire is made in the
night and now a dence is awalted (ag dance which is continued
8ll night round e large fire at the closa of the femsle
puberty caremony). 3Jinging will go on the whole night.
That song is as followse:

"E otile markgers-kgoane =~ "It is yery much emaciated

B otile & Kpgonbs (otheras say) - The besst with a white gtresk
on the back 1s emaciated

Borare ba ea go nyetsa -~ Qur fathers will ob ject
He ¢ ea go tlhajoa « When it goes to be slaughtored

#hen the red tinges in the sky sppecr at dawn tho sing
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-duughter of So-ande-3o 1s beautiful, she is wearirg a "bomens®,
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"A re tlere magonanyens a8 bo tlou mogone
Mshibidu magonasnyana s bo tlou®

Now wren might wanes, t'sy go to open the cattle krasl
to let the cattle out and the girls who have gone through
the initiation ceremony go to & hut to aleep, The young |
men remain outside dancing (osetapa)., They pet up the next
morning » then comas the young men who have
come to see the girls who have been initinted into womanhood.
Now 1f a ¢ertain young man loves one of these girls, he
throws a besd round her neck. If the girl loved the young
man, she would leave it glone end not take it out. If shs
414 not love him she would throw it on the ground. If the
girl loved the young men, the people would then say: The

on the oceeslion of her complating the ceremony of initiation

into womenhood, she beat all the other girls and was fancied
on the (spot?), now she is going to be married,
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