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ABSTRACT 
The author is going to argue that Russian evangelical bodies − Stundists, 

Baptists, Pashkovites, Mennonite Brethren, and Evangelical Christians − had 

their origins in Western piety; likewise Molokans − in Russian Orthodox piety. 

Biblical piety became the key factor which united these otherwise different 

movements. I. V. Kargel’s life was a crossroad of these influences. Having 

become a key figure among Russian evangelicals Kargel actually embodied 

many features of these movements long before they united historically. Thus, 

his writing would qualify as a good source for studying Russian evangelical 

hermeneutics. 

The hypothesis for this study is that since Russian evangelicals were 

primarily pietistic at their roots, their theological hermeneutic is expected to be 

of pietistic and devotional nature. This means that Scripture would have prime 

authority. Personal and group studies of the Bible would be carried with the 

purpose of believers’ edification. The Holy Spirit would be expected to use the 

pages of Scripture to speak directly to the believers. There would not be much 

theologizing but rather a desire to “live Christ” in practical life. 
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GLOSSARY 
 

chief procurator (ober-prokuror) Chief lay official of the Orthodox Church in 

Russia, appointed by the emperor 

 

colportage (knigonoshy) The book-carriers who walked thousands of 

miles distributing Bibles across Russia 

 

diocese (eparkhiya) Main administrative unit of the Orthodox 

Church and usually identical to the province 

 

district (uezd) Subdivision of diocese and province 

 

disfranchised person (lishenets) A Soviet citizen deprived of elective rights and 

food cards (up to 1936) 

 

Edict (ukaz)  A law or regulation issued by a tsar or his 

government 

 

Living Church (Zhivaia tserkov’) Extremely liberal clerical organization formed 

in the early 1920s that collaborated with the 

Bolsheviks 

 

Old Belief (staroobryadchestvo) Religious movement of Orthodox dissenters 

in the seventeenth century 

 

province (gubernia) Main administrative unit in civil administration 

 

renovationists (obnovlentsy) Liberal clergy who since early 1900s 
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