	Droughts/ Dry Spells         
	Duration (years)
	MAP
	Rainfall Deficit
	Heatwaves    No/Mean days
	Frost
(Sub-zero spells)
	El Niño & dry La Niña Events
	pIOD Events
	Coupled pIOD &
El Niño

	1934-1935
	1
	201 mm
	44%
	1/3
	1934 1 day
	-
	-
	-

	1940-1947
	7
	284 mm
	21%
	3.4 /14
	1941 1 day   1943 2 days   1946 3 days 1947 3 days
	1940-41              1941-42  
	19461
	19472

	1949-1950
	1
	226 mm
	37%
	-
	-
	-
	19491
	-

	1959-1960
	1
	179 mm
	50%
	3/3
	-
	-
	-
	-

	1961-1968
	7 
	218 mm
	39%
	2 /6.3
	1962 2 days 1963 3 days 1964 8 days 1968 4 days
	1963-64          1965-66
	1961
	-

	1972-1973
	1
	218 mm
	39%
	7 /32
	1972 4 days
	1972-1973
	1972
	1972-1973

	1981-1984
	3 
	199 mm
	45%
	3 /9.3
	-
	1983
	1982
	1982-1983

	1988-1995
	7 
	285 mm
	21%
	2 /7.8
	-
	1988-1889
1991-92          1994-95
	1994
	1994-1995

	1997-1998
	1
	189 mm
	47%
	4 /13
	-
	1998
	1997
	1997-1998

	2001-2007
	6 (to 26 March 2007)
	262 mm
	27%
	5.5 /25
	-
	2002-03                    2006-07
	2006
	2006-2007

	2011-2012
	1
	186 mm
	48%
	4 /12
	-
	2011-2012
	-
	-

	2019-2020
	1
	229 mm
	36%
	3 /10
	-
	-
	20193 
	-



Table ST4: Extreme events, drivers and rainfall 1930-2020

Legend: Growth year (May-April); Single year droughts are acute; MAP = Mean Annual Precipitation; Rainfall Deficit = % below MAP; Droughts are defined according to SAWS criteria: <75% rainfall deficit = <268 mm; Drought/dry spells include severe drought years interspersed with low rainfall  years; Red = Extreme events.  Data Sources: El Niño/La Niña/ IOD & SST data from NOAA, 1950-2020 (cpc.ncep.noaa.gov); 1Manatsa et al. 2008, 2Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) Australia, 3Abram et al. 2020; Wang et al. 2020

