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The Centre for Applied Legal Studies (CALS) & two mothers obtained and 

unequivocal victory today by obtaining a court order compelling  Hunt 

Secondary School to obey the laws protecting poor parents who cannot afford 

school fees.   

 

The order granted by the court in a nutshell does the following: 

• The school is interdicted from proceeding with any actions instituted 

against parents after 26 January 2006 unless they are able to provide proof 

that those parents would not have qualified for exemptions in terms of the 

legal framework.  Where parents would have qualified for exemptions, the 

school will have to will make application to rescind judgments taken, or 

withdraw action where judgments have not yet been obtained. 

• The school is required to transmit to all parents of learners currently 

at the school a letter advising parents of the exemption policy and inviting 

them to apply for exemptions if they qualify. 

•  The school is required to process all exemption applications received 

and advice parents who have been refused of their right to an appeal and the 

procedure for this. 

• In respect of previous learners, the school is required to send to all 

parents where there are open files in respect of actions instituted before 26 

January 2006, a letter explaining that such parents may be entitled to 
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exemptions and inviting them to apply for exemptions before 30 September 

2007.  The school is also interdicted against proceeding with any action 

against these parents until 30 September 2007 and thereafter only if the parent 

would not have been entitled to an exemption and if no appeal has been 

lodged against any application. 

• The school is required immediately to implement their obligations in 

terms of the South African Schools Act of 1996 read with The Exemption of 

Parents from the Payment of School Fees Regulations, 2006. 

 

The case was initiated by CALS in 2006 as a test case to begin address the 

nationwide, systemic failure on the part of many schools to enforce the legal 

framework protecting poor parents and learners who cannot afford school 

fees.  The case is a class action suit with CALS and the two mothers acting in 

the public interest, in particular, on behalf of all parents whose children 

attend Hunt Secondary School, who are poor and who are eligible for 

exemptions from schools fees, but who cannot act in their own names because 

of poverty and lack of awareness of their rights.    

 

Between 2005 and 2006 CALS has been approached by different parents with 

complaints against Hunt Secondary School.  In two of the matters CALS 

successfully rescinded default judgments taken against the poor single 

mothers for arrear school fees.    In terms of the law, both women were 

eligible for exemptions from the payment of school fees, and should not have 

been sued. In both cases, these women attempted to apply to the school for 

exemptions from the payment of schools fees, which exemption applications 

were not processed in terms of the law.   CALS attorneys also extracted at 

least ten other case files of other similarly situated and similarly treated 

parents by the school. This suggested that the school was in flagrant violation 

of the legal framework, as set out in the South African Schools Act read with 

the Exemption of Parents from the Payment of Schools Fees Regulations.  The 

application was therefore instituted to enforce the law. 

 

While CALS believes that no school should be above the law, it views such a 

victory as only partial solution to ensuring that all learners are able to access 

an adequate education.  While schools like Hunt Secondary School cannot 

pursue poor parents that ought to be exempted from school fees.  At the same 

time, schools like Hunt Secondary which cater for predominantly poor 

learners should be adequately funded so that they need not resort to unlawful 

means of fee collection. 

 

For further information please contact Faranaaz Veriava at CALS @ 011 717 

8616 or 011 717 8600; or attorney, Trudie Nichols @ 031 539 4248. A copy 

of the order of court is attached. 

 

FRIDAY, 15 JUNE 2007 

 

 

 

 
 
 



van Rooyen JW Page 248 
 

Web-based sources 
 

Commonwealth  s.a.  Improving Quality in Education.htm  found on the web 

at:  http://www.thecommonwealth.org   

Examinations. 

http://www.education.gov.za/Examinations/tabid/338/Default.aspx accessed 

on 20 May 2011 

Reducing Class Size, What Do We Know? – March 1999  

http://ed.gov/pubs/ReducingClass/Class_size.html - accessed on 24/05/2011 

 

SACMEQ  http://www.sacmeq.org/about.htm.  accessed on 5/4/2011 

 

TIMSS http://timss.bc.edu/, accessed on 16/03/2010 

 

UNESCO.  2000.  Bangkok Quality Education. - 

www.unescobkk.org/education/.../world-education-forum/ - accessed on 20 

March 2006. 

 

UNESCO.  s.a.  Education - Quality Education.htm 

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/extent - accessed on 02/02/2012 

 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/extent - accessed on 02/02/2012 

 

http://www.njstatelib.org/Research_Guide/Public_Policy/Index.php  - 

accessed 20/05/2008 

 

http://www.education.gov.za/EMIS/emisweb/03stats/2003%20Stat%20at%20

a%20Glance.pdf -  accessed on 20/5/2010. 

 

http://www.businessdictionary.com/definition/legal-capacity.html- accessed 

on 20 August 2011 

 

http://www.umalusi.org.za/Inveloper.asp?iP=2&iVdate=22/10/2011&iS={4C

CABC8F-183A-4015-A076-6C898BC190DB} accessed on 22/10/2011 

 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/epistemology - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://pespmc1.vub.ac.be/EPISTEMI.html - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/epistemology/ - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://www.rep.routledge.com/article/P059 - accessed on 2/11/2011  

 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/reality; - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/reality; - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

 
 
 



van Rooyen JW Page 249 
 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/reality; - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/words/re/reality210450.html; - accessed on 

2/11/2011 

http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/reality - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reality - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/truth - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/belief  - accessed on 

2/11/2011 

 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Truth  - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/truth  - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://plusroot.com/dbook/23TruthDef.html - accessed on 2/11/2011 

 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/beliefv  - accessed on 3/11/2011 

 

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/belief - accessed on 3/11/2011 

 

http://www.brainyquote.com/words/be/belief135832.html  - accessed on 

3/11/2011 

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/belief - accessed on 3/11/2011 

 

http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/belief - accessed on 3/11/2011 

 

http://www.definitions.net/definition/belief - accessed on 3/11/2011 

 

http://www.yourdictionary.com/belief - accessed on 3/11/2011 

 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/british/belief - accessed on 

3/11/2011 

 

http://edulibpretoria.wordpress.com/2007/11/30/results-from-pirls-2006-

international-report-is-shocking/ - accessed on 28/11/2011 

 

 

 
 
 


	Front
	Chapters 1-2
	Chapters 3-4
	Chapters 5-6
	Chapter 7
	REFERENCES
	Annexures



