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~ ;:.I M a:> tel ll:JOd keJ . 

~·lt: dt- e .. vd l~CR~ ~~-~~~ ~ k 
Gfht( /1~kaf_ 14/t/Y/Il~Z • {) 

Th~ cresttlon of tre F.•m, moon J~flc Pt~rFI 1r · nkno"·n to UP, 

""e .1\JFt look u:>on t -e~l s.r he"venly bm:.tic,.. 'rh•rt> 1~ nobody 

l.·ho kno~~F nb(·' 1.. their ere.-:. t1on. 

the other )oa1• r ~~cRUP~ we uo not f~nct ~ny nq~f tlven to lt 

or thr t ~nyoni. ever took any notice of it. th cre~t1on of th£ 

I!;OOn too iF Unknolt'r 1 Wf only r~now tni' r..lJou1. the mo(~n, t.r~t OUt' 

fq tht-rf' Fay th~ t n lon~ t1 .f- ato, 11t e,.. rt-- ln M<~n c?Jt t~orn buf're r 

on R ;una~y. 

ven to-ctlly 

he' 1F t::t.1ll CCJrrylnt th·· t thorn buj::h en the noon, 1o.-e teP-c~ our 

ch1laren tno L~9t on the mo(n, thtre 1~ s m~n c~rryln~ a thorn 

burh, he cut A thorn burh on a i unctq y Arh: th("n the toa of hl" 

\o.hft t "'e kno,., fur-

lf ·t perFon Phonlti look. At the ;.oon at nie:l''t, t"'ot pE'rPon will 

'We t. h.l F' beu. 

t"'a t lf 1 t loor .. r .fl t. l.he moon, 1 t \-1.lll w• t i tF bea.. i.very cr1ld 

tr.ere1'ore, takt:r t.re'.lt c:rr nc\. to look llt th" noon. 
I 

wo on~ ti~rt~ to look at it, ~~ are All qfrald. 

t 1 ve 1 t a elqncE": not lookln~ ,., t 1 t for ,, lont. tlmt:. "1o one 

hRf ever tr1eo to flna ou~ ~h~th~r t~ip 1r true or not. the 

cclipr-e of tN: moon iP n~lt.h~r "·at.chea nor wonlierea 'lt. ~:r. 

aerume tr. t lf t. ere lf' qn ··ell r-e or th, rnoon or- t..he ~un the one 

rn.o.ke c<"ver e 11.ner of thE'M. 'f'! <.;.0 not count the ((qyp cf t.ht> 

mont.l", we ,,Uflt not.lce "W.hf'n lt 1F new roo( n. ~hen 1 t c·ome r: out 

thAt ir. t.e r-ay, it 1~=< to~·ar•cp the end of t.ht: r:~ont.tl. 

'l'here 1r no nrorl ·1 t.ion n~on any : ind ol \-:ark '\:,l<'h · nf! unaerttilkP ~ 

to .. erforl!l. 

'r.·~1ch !r bt·d lr thlr t:·!.lt wren it lr nf-\o.· noon, '1Mr! 1t llt:r on 

(m~ Ploe, 1 t ca.rrl·· F f=i ckne FIP, t.hf' people lr111 be qt tJlc>.ed by 

~1ct.neFP, ·".lthoUt.l1 .lt «• er: not r-tqrt 'khen the r:1oon iF in that 

poEltlon, tnt> Plcz.ne~r ;.lll cort· ·bout ·:-p 1t. o~r 1nt.o a~rknerr. 
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· e are quite aware of t~at, ana aF r~r ~F we -now, t~· t aoer 

h~ppen, anu peoplP ao tet Fick. 

1. When it lieF in thi~ poFltion, thBt ir as Phowr on 

sket(;h on p~:!t,e ll, 1 t pourF out G. lot of Pic~ne F PeP, pem.'le will 

PUffer from cola~, influenza, heAd~chPA ana other eicknerrep. 

~. ~hen it ~A in th1F noP1t1on, ~p Fhown on r~etch II, 

it 1r ~retnant of uire ~e, it 1F not pour1n, it out, it iP t~kin~ 

1 t llfYWardP ana not aown-war<.F, r>eoole uo not puffer a lot from 

.1nfluen7.a hecauf>e thf! rleknef!P iF hel<. Upl>~-~.rdF. 

f.te .. r~ are well Lnown li'1d 'H• tAne A e.rtlot:lAr nc te 

• e h'lve alr-o t,iven tren na~H~ ono ~· e kno't; tret they 

lO ~1th the tiner- nf the yenr. At A cPrtR1n tine o1 t~P y~nr 

YO' May reE: on" thPre or A.t the other ena.. 

~:hat t1!!!e of the ye~r 1 t 1 r. 

1hepe nre th· ~ell-kno~n rt~rP:-

EclenelR Suyi ter 

D1Lolo oe Comet ( ?) 

Mnka :~rn1n 1 btar 

You ~111 t~en know 

Kt o, .I"'J,Gf.'7~• o (MarF!) lP a l-:ell-knc•;.m etR:r; 1n F"tlr.:mf.::r 1 t Fetp. 

after 1'Unflt!t, Anc.t nr the punmer Fe F'On t..OeF' on, lt riPer in tt:e 

n1Lht until the PU~~er tine cone~ ~Lain. 

;.elewela (,Jupiter) 1r a Pt'~r w··lch .c::-;penrf' to be on , b''t 

lf YOU look ct it, lt loo~~ aF 1! there Al"~ many. We ObP~rve 

the nibhtP by it. te ray wten lt 1r h~re, it ir d~~n, ~nc w~en 

1t 1~ there it iF Ftill n1bht ti~ • 

~ikolobP (Corn~t~) 1r s ~roup of FtRrP end ~e obperve th~ 

timeP of the y~ar by the~. Thrt 1~ to Ray, wh~n they reac~ ~ 

~erte.ln P!;ot it 1~ thiF Ae~Pon or t.hf! yeRr, "'ren thy riFe in the 

nit,t'lt tlr,' , 1 t if! \'irtt-r, t:tna vrhen th~y rire enrly in the nitJI"'t 

t~rne, rurnmer haF Pet in. 

··.11ka C".o:r int<. r.tqr} ir rt P.tRr wr1ch cor.tep out in winter, nt 

the tinh, when Lh.- V~ind. hlR Pt P the croof'. Th~:~ t 1,. tc r-Fty, Ace or-

dinb to our obFerva~ion, it ic P~en in ~inter. But we knoH not"'i 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018 

TM. 

3 
- 3- 1{32)13 

nothint. about the cre~t1on of the Ptnrr. 

hRve Liven then nqne~, not know1n~ ho~ they cqme to he. 

to ex1Ptence to find t~ern with n meP '~ic~ our f•therF l~ve th~m. 

They were li'ltch1nt them anc trPy knew tow the-y 1na1cated the ~="eq-

~one of the ye~r. In our t1cep too we c~lled t~em by the nA~e~ 

111ith which we found our r~therP. cqll1n~ t.hfm we old not invent 

aifferent na~er for them • 

.k~~nint: and lhunqer: we know not~1DB qtwut the ~reation 

of lit htiaint, Anu thunder, but the wi tch-doctorF' tell u" th• t 
-

libhtninl (tl~a1) iF. a blrd, ana (le~~dina) ir the Fou"d of it, 

~intr rp it flieF in the cloUdP. The witchdoctorP Rre tryint -
hard to capture LhiF blra, it iF known only to ther, and &P for 

our part, we do not know it. 

11t~t~1n~ too, anti t~ey call 1t (tlau1-tothoan~). ~h1r nrti-

ficial 11ghtn1n~ iP more Fevere then the lit~tn1ng we cet when 

1 t rainr. 

~hich he know£, ~e lOeP into a creAFed ox h1ce, ~o th~t when he 

flieP 1n th~ air t~e Pouna 1~ like that of t~under ~-·n 1t r~i"P· 

The cloudn of the ~rt1f1cl8l lit·-tnln~ fo~n Jurt a F'treak, Ana 

vren you pee th~n ~ou will wond~r wh~t kina of cloudn they ~re. 

The1r t unaer too iF 11.ke thP crecldnt~ Pouna or a wt'ip. You 

will fine.:. them 1 .ovint- fa.Pt. ThoPe w'"o know ·vill tell you 

etrai~:;,hta·. ay that 1 t 1 f1 "tlaJi-nothoana". 

. , :.nbow: The Milky W'I.Y is Fomethlnt:, that we know very well, 

~e hno~ trat it drlves th~ rnin avqy. If it conmenc~~ to rain 

!lnd the milky way then appearF, the rli\in ~-111 1mr.edlately dittA.)l'•~r, 

~"e ao not .know tre re~ fllon for tr1 "· \\e kno-w T'otr1n,. ahout 1 tr-

creAtion, ~e only p~e 1t ap~enr1nt • OUr f•.the~p hAVe told UF 

nothint about it, we h'lve not made a tl'lorout-,h invepti~:Rtion "" 

to how it c~me about And where 1t came from. 

.:...RJ.Il: ~~e hqve no ide· of how the r~1n war crented.. Other 

"''itchaoctorP kno-w how t.o ctture r~ 1n to fnll, but thf.y o.o not 

P. xolain to UP -.. r- tQ \<lherP it <~om~ r from. Other aoctorP ~hich 

med1c1nt' P in the 1' nei. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018 

1;o •P abo•,t Lh« com1try'; 4 -ih~r" are p.K?12/ 10311,. not t~l<o 
th1n~F 1nto con~1aPrqt1on. · ~he cr~atlon or th~ eQrth, the 

~Srnt~ifHr,>u~hpuf~iP\t ~Rf!er~ra~}.t; r~uf.~)'~fh.-~~e 1fAU": ~P,Y1"~y 

·~!~t~~Qir "~~o~t-Jt~ b~ti~tch s t~~- t'~RS\eattr~·~r tf!bnl;.-6 r1~h~'t~~t~, .~here 
Peoole mu,.t 

t.o about hunt1nt tor the tea1c1nf·r- in the lAne until they find 

thetr. and burn t.het'l. 'ihen t.he wl ten uo('torF · 111 hef$1n to c~:wre 

rain to f· 11. Th~ witchdoctorP ~hirh c~u~e th~ rnin to fall ore 

callt:.d. "r~arok~t" (P'alnr..aker~). ' 'l'h y ~re the .,. .. 11-k.nnwn w1t.r.h<i!l 

doctor~. 

1r the real ralnrnqker. If he s~y~ there qre .~d1rlnep put ln 

thf· l~na, \-;e all oe liE· ve that t.h~ y ~~ re u~er~. The P!o.O~lt mu~t 

~o to the v~la in ~enrch of th~~ in oruer to remove th· ~ ro that 

it r·ay rain. If a nerFon h~F lo~t a child by deBth or if R 

the veld.. 'l.'httt perPon r~uFt f1rFt be clf·anred with l'.~C1ic1nes 

. .. fter t~ cl ~tnPin~ tho ptrPon 

footoathP ~trevini th~m ~bout. It iP then that he .. 1 be fre~ 

1.o ~o ahotJt t.h~ conn try. 'Ihere ,.re p•·opl who C1t· n, t tAke 
' 

~he cr~~t1on or th~ ePrth, the 

nount"71ns, the lake• Ano. ttv f;ell 1P unkno~. 

ex111tr.noe anc. Wt-re .1uPt "fl t.h~·y 11re when th~ 9eo le RAW th''m. 

The~e are th, well-known mountAins in out ne1t:;hb:-urh0.n<1: 'lhe 

Moretele t.ee. 'lhe only sprint.. to:e know i~ that of Kolobeng. 

There ie nothint. ll!lportant that. -we can Fay abor;t thep,.. oountains. 

Moretelet~e iP tthere th Rak.~JttlA lt'ere killed by the BoE:rP arter 

1.h· y ha~ Ptolen the latt·r 1 A cattle. When tht Bakgatla flea 

from the bo~rF, trey took rr.ru~e ln th MoreteletPe nountR1n,. 

ce,nturt·d in the mountain~. 

l irf!: we don't know lt'ho u1 P.COVt'1't"d f1r~, but · e learn ths t 

out f-. therF kim.il~d fire by rubbint: two Pt1ck.e ~ to~ ether. · e 
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a man r.;aue a hole in a pi·ce of wooa by knocking -wooden peg~ into 

lt, And aP he continuea to Knock harder, he noticed PCOke r1F1n~ 

and. even t.ufilly, he ra~ the flar~e. 1 t 'd~f? then th~· t he noticed th 

that 1r s. P'= rFon rubbeu R. peice of "v·ood a~r-~inPt another cne, firf! 

WAF klndl"'a. fo'roM that tine ti"e pt>ople bet;: An to lmale fire hy 

rubbint two rti.ckP tobether. 1h1~ went on until I olPo got old 

enouLh to have my full eenPeP. ~uropeRnF AlFo cR~! to 1n0uire 

about thl~ from UP. 

hut before, there was a fire whieh waF kinalea by flint 

Ftone; th1P l do not kno~. ihey tot holu of a rtone ~na hit 

it ~ith another ont. ThE·y cau~eu the Pp~rkP ana vaF turned 

over and ovt>r till lt fln~ed. when it war- k.indled, they PA-W to 

it that it never "W•nt out AtAin, by cont.lT1tJQlly Addinb flre~ood. 

I£ if went out ~t th~ 1 lnpa•, they w~nt to fet it at t~e 1kgotle 1 , 

net durin~ the day but in the nornin~ And in th~ evening. Pe0ple 

are not sllo~ed to t~k· fire And ~o rouna thE villP~e with it. 

By uoint Po, they would. be df!rtroying the meaic1neF whinh nrotect 

the Villq,~e. rirewood. if' tnken cq,re of, there 1P WOOd. w: ich 

iF n•vtr uPed aF firewood for pe;ple to ~~rm themFelve~. That 

1 P why pE:oole rhould be careful, otherw1 pe the ch1lc.irE'n l:i.ll 

warl!l thecet-lvE--F 11t tfle fire mAue from r.uch wood, thu~ rf'naer1n~ 

U~PleFF th~ metiicin~P of their fAt~er~. Wr·od. with which firP i~ 

not mad."' fc"~r pt>opl-=: tu wartt themr· lve!=' are tht>se: Moretologa, 

Morit~tlout, Mmilo, Mokoerekoere. 

'l'he reRFon why people do not warrn tf"ler.::Felvef'! at the fire 

r.1ade by wood of the 'Morett;logB.' anu •.t-trn1lo 1 trr·ep iP that our 

fathere tnld UP that if a pE:rFon w~rmed .himrelf at the fire 

maue by the wooa of there treeF, hir cowe would calve maleP only 

anu th•re woula be no fenalc calf. That 1P the rPapon for our 

feR.r. 

~·~o s;..te.tlQ.U.: 'lhey Fay thAt many pf'ople hAVE': th~ elephQnt 

aF tl"eir t0ten. '1hRt 1r n·hy pt'oplP do not mqke f'ire to warm 

thecFelvcp with it. 
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Mokoerekoere: There ie no rea~on to prevent oeo9le fron 

mak1nr fire to 'WE.u•m t~emrelveR -:.:i i.h 1 t. •.e founa noboo.y makin~ 

fire wlth lt qnc Po ~e alro ~ot ~rraia. 

\tlht-n people l-la.rm themrel ve r at the fire, tre men Fit on one 

P.ld.e ~t tht!lr flre:, they Pit with the boyF'. Tl"e wom~n ~it t.'ith 

the birlF et t'-eir filre 1n the 1la!)e 1 , they do not Fit to~.ether 

1dt:- the me"l At the fire. 'l'h; mo:·n' r f1rP- iF Rt. the. 1 k.~.otla 1 • 

There wPre no vela fir~F hecqure thr peoplP die not ~o Rbout the 

country cArr 1nt f1rf~ with tho~, the firr ren8.1nea. only At homf·. 

fire waP not MFtd~ mly-v.hcre And ever:'I1'Jhere ~ perF'on l'fif"lhf"d. · ... h~ 

flre of the 1nlt1ation r.c.:hool if' for l'!lf:-n only who hqvp Lnd.er~,one 

the rlte nf clrrumc1P1on and th y wArm th~rnPelveP ~; the 1n1tlat1on 

Pchool. The~e are t~e fireF: 

The fire qt th~ 1 kgotla 1 for men (K~orn) 

The fire at th~ 1 laoa' for women. 

The variour: t,rouuP of rncn s:-q.t. ro·nu the flrt: At tt>e1r own 

1 ktoro' , but s t the ch1e f' P 1 kt.otls' the old c;t:n rat round the 

firl , l:len to;ho l1tcht-d. r:tent nearby. tome l'teN~ appointed. by the 

chief h1nr-elf at the 'khotlB 1 to kE-ep the f1rt: burnlnf. OtherP 

went to the 'kt: otla' of tht ir o'om accord to pa ~ f! t 1rnt' there ar"d 

to 11rten tu ~he n~~P. 1hf ~ood for l~k1n~ fire et th~ 'k~otla' 

iF collected t.ht nLe-~roupF (cephAto). \.'hen the firewood h11F 

been ur-ed up, '\.he chi 1' C<"\llP out An 'it--.e f roup anu intructF the 

men tc go t, nu ce llf: ct wocd 10r th~ olu Men. flornf'!n cook bur 

111na br!nt. 1 t to the ne old men eo that thf~Y nsy not be 1I!'fP~ t1ent 

ana leave th~ ktotla without anyon~ looking after 1t.' The chief 

.paAPeF hiP time qt the 'kLotlP' ton ~1th the old ren, but he 
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