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father’s testament. It is the Boers’ avenger of
wrong and the upholder of right. That their
confidence in their rifles has not been misap-
plied has been demonstrated at Laing’s Nek,
Majuba Hill, Doornkop, and in battles with
natives.

The natural opportunities provided by Na-
ture which in former years were responsible
for the confidence which the Boers reposed in
their rifles may have disappeared with the ap-
proach of advancing civilization, but the Boer
of to-day is as dangerous an adversary with
a gun as his father was in the wars with the
Zulus and the Matabeles half a century ago.
The buck, rhinoceros, elephant, and hippo-
potamus are not as numerous now as then,
but the Boer has devised other means by
which he may perfect himself in marksman-
ship. Shooting is one of the main diversions
of the Boer, and prizes are offered for the
best results in contests. It is customary to
mark out a ring, about two hundred and fifty
feet in diameter, in the centre of which a
small stuffed figure resembling a bird is at-
tached to a pole. The marksmen stand on
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the outside of the circle and fire in turn at
the target. A more curious target, and one
that taxes the ability of the marksman, is in
more general use throughout the country. A
hole sufficiently deep to retain a turkey-cock
is dug in a level plot of ground, and over
this is placed a piece of canvas which contains
a small hole through which the bird can ex-
tend and withdraw its head. At a distance of
three hundred feet the bird’s head is a target
by no means easily hit.

Military men are accustomed to sneer at
the lack of generalship of the Boer forces, but
in only one of the battles in which they have
engaged the British forces have the trained
military men and leaders been able to cope
with them. In the battle of Boomplaats,
fought in 1848, the English officers can claim
their only victory over the Boers, who were
armed with flintlocks, while the British forces
had heavy artillery. In almost all the encoun-
ters that have taken place the Boer forces were
not as large as those of the enemy, yet the rec-
ords show that many more casualties were in-
flicted than received by them. In the chief en-
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gagements the appended statistics show that
the Boers had only a small percentage of their
men in the casualty list, while the British losses
were much greater.

MEN ENGAGED, CASUALTIES.
BaTTLES. .
British, | Boer, British, | Boer.

Laing’s Nek ...ec0aeenes 400 580 190 24
IDgogO cveeescicnnsaasas 300 250 142 17
Majuba Hill . v.a0venense 600 150 280 5
Bronkhorst ceceeeacanaes 250 300 120 I
Jameson raid..ccceaianan 6oo 400 100 [

It is hardly fair to assume that the Boers’
advantages in these battles were gained without
the assistance of capable generals when it is
taken into consideration that there is a military
axiom which places the value of an army rela-
tively with the ability of its commanders. The
Boers may exaggerate when they assert that
one of their soldiers is the equal in fighting
ability of five British soldiers, but the results
of the various battles show that they have some
slight foundation for their theory.

The regular British force in South Africa
is comparatively small, but it would require
less than a month to transport one hundred
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thousand trained soldiers from India and Eng-
land and place them on the scene of action.
Several regiments of trained soldiers are al-
ways stationed in different parts of the coun-
try near the Transvaal border, and at brief no-
tice they could be placed on Boer territory.
Charlestown, Ladysmith, and Pietermaritzburg,
in Natal, have been British military headquar-
ters for many years, and during the last three
years they have been strengthened by the ad-
dition of several regular regiments. The Brit-
ish Colonial Office has been making prepara-
tions for several years for a conflict. Every
point in the country has been strengthened,
and all the foreign powers whose interests in
the country might lead them to interfere in
behalf of the Boers have been placated. Ger-
many has been taken from the British zone of
danger by favourable treaties; France is fear-
ful to try interference alone; and Portugal,
the only other nation interested, is too weak
and too deeply in England’s debt to raise her
voice against anything that may be done.
By leasing the town of Lorenzo Marques
from the Portuguese Government, Great Brit-
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ain has acquired one of the best strategic
points in South -Africa. The lease, the terms
of which are unannounced, was the culmina-
tion of much diplomatic dickering, in which
the interests of Germany and the South Afri-
can Republic were arrayed against those of
England and Portugal. There is no doubt
that England made the lease only in order to
gain an advantage over President Kruger, and
to prevent him from further fortifying his
country with munitions of war imported by
way of Lorenzo Marques and Delagoa Bay.
England gains a commercial advantage too,
but it is hardly likely that she would care to
add the worst fever-hole in Africa to her ter-
ritory simply to please the few of her mer-
chants who have business interests in the town.

Since the Jameson raid the Boers have
been purchasing vast quantities of guns and
ammunition in Europe for the purpose of pre-
paring themselves for any similar emergency.
Delagoa Bay alone was an open port to the
Transvaal, every other port in South Africa
being under English dominion and conse-
quently closed to the importation of war ma-
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terial. Lorenzo Marques, the natural port of
the Transvaal, is only a short distance from
the eastern border of that country, and is con-
nected with Pretoria and Johannesburg by a
railway, It was over this railway that the
Boers wére able to carry the guns and ammu-
nition with which to fortify their country,
and England could not raise a finger to pre-
vent the little republic from doing as it pleased.
Hardly a month has passed since the raid
that the Transvaal authorities did not receive
a large consignment of guns and powder from
Germany and France by way of Lorenzo Mar-
ques. England could do nothing more than
have several detectives at the docks to take
an inventory of the munitions as they passed
in transit.

The transfer of Lorenzo Marques to the
British will put an effectual bar to any fur-
ther importation of guns into the Transvaal,
and will practically prevent any foreign assist-
ance from reaching the Boers in the event of
another war., Both Germany and England
tried for many years to induce Portugal to
sell Delagoa Bay, but being the debtor of
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both to a great extent, the sale could not be
made to one without arousing the enmity of
the other. Eighteen or twenty years ago Por-
tugal would have sold her sovereign right
over the port to Mr. Gladstone’s Govern-
ment for sixty thousand dollars, but that was
before Delagoa Bay had any commercial or
political importance. Since then Germany be-
came the political champion of the Transvaal,
and blocked all the schemes of England to
isolate the inland country by cutting off its
only neutral connection with the sea. Re-
cently, however, Germany has been disappointed
by the Transvaal Republic, and one of the re-
sults is the present cordial relations between
the Teutons and the Anglo-Saxons in South
African affairs.

The English press and people in South
Africa have always asserted that by isolating
the Transvaal from the sea the Boers could
be starved into submission in case of a war.
As soon as the lease becomes effective, Mr.
Kruger’s country will be completely surrounded
by English territory, at least in such a way
that nothing can be taken into the Transvaal
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without first passing through an English port,
and no foreign power will be able to send
forces to the aid of the Boers unless they are
first landed on British soil. It is doubtful
whether any nation would incur such a grave
responsibility for the sake of securing Boer
favour.

Both the Transvaal and England are fully
prepared for war, and diplomacy only can
postpone its coming. The Uitlanders’ present
demands may be conceded, but others that
will follow may not fare so well. A coveted
country will always be the object of attacks
by a stronger power, and the aggressor gen-
erally succeeds in securing from the weaker
victim whatever he desires. Whether British
soldiers will be obliged to fight the Boers
alone in order to gratify the wishes of their
Government, or whether the enemy will be
almost the entire white and black population
of South Africa, will not be definitely known
until the British troop ships start for Cape
Town and Durban.

Whichever enemy it will be, the British
Government will attack, and will pursue in no
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half-hearted or half-prepared manner, as it has
done in previous campaigns in the country.
The Boers will be able to resist and to pro-
long the campaign to perhaps eight months
or a year, but they will finally be obliterated
from among the nations of the earth. It will
cost the British Empire much treasure and
many lives, but it will satisfy those who caused
it—the politicians and speculators.



CHAPTER XI
AMERICAN INTERESTS IN SOUTH AFRICA

AN idea of the nature and extent of Ameri«
can enterprise in South Africa might be de-
duced from the one example of a Boston
book agent, who made a competency by sell-
ing albums of United States scenery to the
negroes along the shores of the Umkomaas
River, near Zululand. The book agent is not
an incongruity of the activity of Americans in
that part of the continent, but an example
rather of the diversified nature of the influ-
ences which owe their origin to the nation of
Yankees ten thousand miles distant. The
United States of America have had a deeper
influence upon South Africa than that which
pertains to commerce and trade. The progress,
growth, and prosperity of the American States
have instilled in the minds of the majority of

South Africans a desire to be free fromi Euro-
259



Cape Town and Table Mountain.
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pean control, and to be united under a single
banner, which is to bear the insignia of the
United States of South Africa.

In public, editors and speechmakers in
Cape Colony, Natal, and the Transvaal spend
hours in deploring the progress of American-
isms in South Africa, but in their clubs and
libraries they study and discuss the causes which
led to America’s progress and pre-eminence,
and form plans by which they may be able to
attain the same desirable ends. The influence
and example of the United States are not theo-
retical; they are political factors which are felt
in the discussion of every public question and
in the results of every election. The practical
results of American influence in South Africa
may now be observed only in the increasing
exports to that country, but perhaps in an-
other generation a greater and better demon-
stration will be found in a constitution which
unites all the South African states under one
independent government. If any corrobora-
tion of this sentiment were necessary, a state-
ment made by the man who is leader of the
ruling party in Cape Colony would be ample.
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“ If we want an example of the highest type
of freedom,” said W. P. Schreiner, the present
Premier of Cape Colony, “we must look to
the United States of America.” *

American influences are felt in all phases of
South African life, be they social, commercial,
religious, political, or retrogressive. Whether
it be the American book agent on the banks
of the Umkomaas, or the American consul-gen-
eral in the governor’s mansion at Cape Town,
his indomitable energy, his breezy indiffer-
ence to apparently insurmountable difficulties,
and his boundless resources will always secure
for him those material benefits for which men
of other nationalities can do no more than hope.
Some of his rivals call it perverseness, callous-
ness, trickery, treachery, and what not; his ad-
mirers might ascribe his success to energy,
pluck, modern methods, or to that quality best
described by that Americanism—* hustling.”

American commercial interests in South
Africa are of such recent growth, and already
of such great ptoportions, that the other na-

#® Americans’ Fourth of July Banquet, Cape Town, 1897.
18
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tions who have been interested in the trade for
many years are not only astounded, but are
fearful that the United States will soon be the
controlling spirit in the country’s commercial
affairs. The enterprise of American business
firms, and their ability to undersell almost all
the other firms represented in the country, have
given an enormous impetus to the export trade
with South African countries. Systematic ef-
forts have been made by American firms to
work the South African markets on an ex-
tensive scale, and so successful have the efforts
been that the value of exports to that country
has several times been more than doubled in a
single year.

Five years ago America’s share of the busi-
ness of South Africa was practically infinitesi-
mal; to-day the United States hold second
place in the list of nations which have trade
relations with that country, having outranked
Germany, France, Belgium, Holland, and Italy.
In several branches of trade America surpasses
even England, which has always had all the
trade advantages owing to the supremacy of
her flag over the greater part of the country.
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That the British merchants are keenly alive to
the situation which threatens to transfer the
trade supremacy into American hands has been
amply demonstrated by the efforts which they
have made to check the inroads the Americans
are making on their field, and by the appoint-
ment of committees to investigate the causes
of the decline of British commerce.

American enterprise shows itself by the
scores of representatives of American business
houses who are constantly travelling through
the country, either to secure orders or to in-
vestigate the field with a view of entering into
competition with the firms of other nations.
Fifteen American commercial travellers, repre-
senting as many different firms, were regis-
tered at the Grand Hotel, Cape Town, at one
time a year ago, and that all had secured ex-
ceptionally heavy orders indicated that the in-
novation in the method of working trade was
successful.

The laws of the country are unfavourable in
no slight degree to the foreign commercial
travellers, who are obliged to pay heavy licenses
before they are permitted to enter upon any
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business negotiations. The tax in the Trans-
vaal and Natal is $48.66, and in the Orange
Free State and Cape Colony it amounts to
$121.66. If an American agent wishes to make
a tour of all the states and colonies of the coun-
try, he is obliged to pay almost three hundred
and fifty dollars in license fees.

The great superiority of certain American
manufactured products is such that other na-
tions are unable to compete in those lines after
the American products have been introduced.
Especially is this true of American machinery,
which can not be equalled by that of any other
country. Almost every one of the hundreds
of extensive gold mines on the Randt is fitted
out wholly or in part with American machinery,
and, at the present rate of increase in the use
of it, it will be less than ten years when none
other than United States machinery will be
sent to that district. In visiting the great mines
the uninitiated American is astonished to find
that engines, crushing machinery, and even the
electric lights which illuminate them, bear the
name plates of New York, Philadelphia, and
Chicago firms.
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The Kimberley diamond mines, which are
among the most extensive and most elaborate
underground works in the world, use Ameri-
can-made machinery almost exclusively, not
only because it is much less costly, but be-
cause no other country can furnish apparatus
that will give as good results. Almost every
pound of electrical machinery in use in the
country was made in America and was insti-
tuted by American workmen.

Instances of successful American electrical
enterprises are afforded by the Cape Town,
Port Elizabeth, and Pretoria street railways,
almost every rail, wire, and car of which bears
the marks of American manufacture. It is a
marvellous revelation to find Philadelphia-made
electric cars in the streets of Cape Town, con-
densing engines from New York State in Port
Elizabeth, and Pittsburg generators and switch-
boards in the capital of the Transvaal, which
less than fifty years ago was under the domin-
ion of savages. Not only did Americans in-
stall the street railways, but they also secured
the desirable concessions for operating the lines
for a stated period. American electricians op-
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erate the plants, and in not a few instances have
financially embarrassed Americans received a
new financial impetus by acting in the capacities
of motormen and conductors.

One street car in Cape Town was for a
long time distinguished because of its many
American features. The Philadelphia-made car
was propelled over Pittsburg tracks by means
of the power passing through Wilkesbarre wires,
and the human agencies that controlled it were
a Boston motorman and a San Francisco con-
ductor. It might not be pursuing the subject
too far to add that of the twelve passengers in
the car on a certain journey ten were Americans,
representing eight different States.

One of the first railroads in South Africa—
that which leads from Lorenzo Marques to the
Transvaal border—was built by an American,
a Mr. Murdock, while American material en-
tered largely into the construction of the more
extensive roads from the coast to the interior.
American rails are more quickly and more
cheaply * obtainable in South Africa than those

* & But the other day we gave an order for two hundred
and fifty miles of rails. We had a large number of tenders,



AMERICAN INTERESTS IN SOUTH AFRICA 267

of English make, but the influence which is
exerted against the use of other than British
rails prevents their universal adoption. Not-
withstanding the efforts of the influential Eng-
lishmen to secure British manufactures wherever
and whenever possible, American firms have re-
cently secured the contracts for forty thousand
tons of steel rails for the Cape Colony Railway
system, and the prospects are that more orders
of a similar nature will be forthcoming.

It is not in the sale of steel rails alone that
the American manufacturer is forging ahead
of his competitors in South Africa. American
manufactured wares of all kinds are in de-
mand, and in many instances they are leaders
in the market. Especially true is this of Ameri-
can agricultural implements, which are so much
more adaptable to the soil and much cheaper
than any other make. Small stores in the

and the lowest tender, you may be sorry to hear, was sent
by an American, Mr, Carnegie. Fortunately, however, the
tender was not in order, and we were therefore able to give
the work to our own people. It may be said that this
American tender was a question of workmen and strikes.”
—Cecil J. Rhodes, at a meeting of the stockholders of the
Cape-Cairo Railway, London, May 2, 1899.
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farming communities of Natal and Cape Col-
ony sell American ploughshares, spades, forks,
rakes, and hoes almost exclusively, and it
amazes the traveller to find that almost every
plough and reaper used by the more progres-
sive agriculturists bears the imprint * Made in
the United States.”

It is a strange fact that, although South
Africa has vast areas covered with heavy tim-
ber, almost all the lumber used in the mining
districts is transported thither from Puget
Sound. The native timber being unsuited for
underground purposes and difficult of access,
all the mine owners are obliged to import every
foot of wood used in constructing surface and
underground works of their mines, and at great
expense, for to the original cost of the timber is
added the charges arising from the sea and land
transportation, import duties, and handling. The
docks at Cape Town almost all the year round
contain one or more lumber vessels from Puget
Sound, and upon several occasions five such
vessels were being unloaded at the same time.

American coal, too, has secured a foothold
in South Africa, a sample cargo of three thou-
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sand tons having been despatched thither at
the beginning of the year. Coal of good qual-
ity is found in several parts of the Transvaal
and Natal, but progress in the development of
the mines has been so slow that almost the
total demand is supplied by Wales. Cape Col-
ony has an extensive petroleum field, but it is
in the hands of concessionnaires, who, for rea-
sons of their own, refuse to develop it. Ameri-
can and Russian petroleums are used exclu-
sively, but the former is preferred, and is rapidly
crowding the other out of the market.
Among the many other articles of export
to South Africa are flour, corn, butter, pota-
toes, canned meats, and vegetables—all of which
might be produced in the country if South
Africans took advantage of the opportunities
offered by soil and Nature. American live
stock has been introduced into the country
since the rinderpest disease destroyed almost
all of the native cattle, and with such success-
ful results that several Western firms have es-
tablished branches in Cape Town, and are
sending thither large cargoes of mules, horses,
cattle, and sheep. Cecil J. Rhodes has re-
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cently stocked his immense Rhodesian farm
with American live stock, and, as his example
is generally followed throughout the country, a
decided increase in the live-stock export trade
is anticipated.

Statistics only can give an adequate idea
of American trade with South Africa; but even
these are not reliable, for the reason that
a large percentage of the exports sent to the
country are ordered through London firms,
and consequently do not appear in the official
figures. As a criterion of what the trade
amounts to, it will only be necessary to quote
a few statistics, which, however, do not repre-
sent the true totals for the reason given. The
estimated value of the exports and the percent-
age increase of each year’s business over that
of the preceding year is given, in order that a
true idea of the growth of American trade with
South Africa may be formed:

YEAR. Value. Pw_in"
I805:c e cecncsncsncnscens . $5.000,000
1800.0ccarecnacncnas vesseae 12,000,000 140
TB07 . s teeentsnrnrnscnsnans 16,000,000 33k
1898 (estimated).. .. cccvuces- 20,000,000 25
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A fact that is deplored by Americans who
are eager to see their country in the van in all
things pertaining to trade is that almost every
dollar’s worth of this vast amount of material
is carried to South Africa in ships sailing under
foreign colours. Three lines of steamships, hav-
ing weekly sailings, ply between the two coun-
tries, and are always laden to the rails with
American goods, but the American flag is car-
ried by none of them. A fourth line of steam-
ships, to ply between Philadelphia and Cape
Town, is about to be established under Ameri-
can auspices, and is to carry the American flag.
A number of small American sailing vessels
trade between the two countries, but their total
capacity is so small as to be almost insignifi-
cant when compared with the great volume
carried in foreign bottoms.

The American imports from South Africa
are of far less value than the exports, for the
reason that the country produces only a few
articles that are not consumed where they
originate. America is the best market in the
world for diamonds, and about one fourth of
the annual output of the Kimberley mines
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reaches the United States. Hides and tallow
constitute the leading exportations to Amer-
ica, while aloes and ostrich feathers are chief
among the few other products sent here.
Owing to this lack of exports, ships going to
South Africa are obliged to proceed to India
or Australia for return cargoes in order to re-
duce the expenses of the voyage.

However great the commercial interests of
the United States in South Africa, they are
small in comparison with the work of indi-
vidual Americans, who have been active in the
development of that country during the last
quarter of a century. Wherever great enter-
prises have been inaugurated, Americans have
been prominently identified with their growth
and development, and in not a few instances
has the success of the ventures been wholly
due to American leadership. European capi-
tal is the foundation of all the great South Afri-
can institutions, but it is to American skill that
almost all of them owe the success which they
have attained.

British and continental capitalists have rec-
ognised the superiority of American methods
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by intrusting the management of almost every
large mine and industry to men who were born
and received their training in the United States.
It is an expression not infrequently heard when
the success of a South African enterprise is
being discussed, “ Who is the Yankee?” The
reason of this is involved in the fact that al-
most all the Americans who went to South
Africa after the discovery of gold had been
well fitted by their experiences in the California
and Colorado mining fields for the work which
they were called upon to do on the Randt, and,
owing to their ability, were able to compete
successfully with the men from other countries
who were not so skilled.

Unfortunately, not all the Americans in
South Africa have been a credit to their na-
tive country, and there is a considerable class
which has created for itself an unenviable repu-
tation. The component parts of this class are
men who, by reason of criminal acts, were
obliged to leave America for new fields of en-
deavour, and non-professional men who follow
gold booms in all parts of the world and trust
to circumstances for a livelihood. In the early
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days of the Johannesburg gold fields these men
oftentimes resorted to desperate means, with
the result that almost every criminal act of an
unusually daring description is now credited
against them by the orderly inhabitants. High-
waymen, pickpockets, illicit gold buyers, con-
fidence men, and even train-robbers were active,
and for several years served to discredit the
entire American colony. Since the first gold
excitement has subsided, this class of Ameri-
cans, in which was also included by the resi-
dents all the other criminal characters of what-
ever nationality, has been compelled to leave
the country, and to-day the American colony
in Johannesburg numbers about three thousand
of the most respected citizens of the city.
The American who has been most promi-
nent in South African affairs, and the stanchest
supporter of American interests in that coun-
try, is Gardner F. Williams, the general man-
ager and one of the alternate life governors of
the De Beers Consolidated Diamond Mines at
Kimberley. A native of Michigan, Mr, Williams
gained his mining experience in the mining dis-
tricts of California and other Western States, and
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went to South Africa in 1887 to take charge of
the Kimberley mines, which were then in an al-
most chaotic condition. By the application of
American ideas, Mr. Williams succeeded in mak-
ing of the mines a property which yields an an-
nual profit of about ten million dollars on a
nominal capital of twice that amount. He has
introduced American machinery into the mines,
and has been instrumental in many other ways
in advancing the interests of his native country.
Although Mr. Williams receives a salary twice
as great as that of the President of the United
States, he is proud to be the American con-
sular agent at Kimberley—an office which does
not carry with it sufficient revenue to provide
the star-spangled banner which constantly floats
from a staff in front of his residence.

Dr. J. Perrott Prince is another American
who has assisted materially in extending Ameri-
can interests in South Africa, and it is due to
his own unselfish efforts that the commerce
of the United States with the port of Durban
has risen from insignificant volume to its pres-
ent size. Dr, Prince was a surgeon in the
Union army during the civil war, and after-
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ward was one of the first Americans to go to
the Kimberley diamond fields. "He it was who
later induced Dr. Leander Starr Jameson to
accompany him to Kimberley in the capacity
of assistant surgeon—a service which he per-
formed with great distinction until Mr. Rhodes
sent him into Matabeleland to take charge of
the military forces, which later he led into the
Transvaal.

Dr. Prince’s renown as a physician was
responsible for a call to Madagascar, whither
he was summoned by Queen Ranavalo. He
remained in Madagascar as the queen’s physi-
cian until the French took forcible possession
of the island and sent the queen into exile on
the Réunion Islands. Dr. Prince has lived in
Durban, Natal, for several years, and during
the greater part of that time conducted the of-
fice of American consular agent at a financial
loss to himself. Unfortunately, Dr. Prince was
obliged to end his connection with the consu-
lar service, and the United States are now rep-
resented in Durban by a foreigner, who on
the last Fourth of July inquired why all the
Americans in the city were making such elab-
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orate displays of bunting and the Stars and
Stripes.

The consular agent at Johannesburg is John
C. Manion, of Herkimer, N. Y., who represents
a large American machinery company. Mr.
Manion, in 1896, carried on the negotiations
with the Transvaal Government by which John
Hays Hammond, an American mining engineer,
was released from the Pretoria prison, where
he had been confined for complicity in the up-
rising at Johannesburg. American machinery
valued at several million dollars has been sent
to South Africa as the result of Mr. Manion’s
efforts.

In the gold industry on the Randt, Ameri-
cans have been specially active, and it is due
to one of them, J. S. Curtis, that the deep-
level mines were discovered. In South Africa
a mining claim extends only a specified dis-
tance below the surface of the earth, and the
Governments do not allow claim-owners to
dig beyond that depth. Mr. Curtis found that
paying reefs existed below the specified depth,
and the result was that the Government sold

the underground or deep-level claims with
I9
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great profit to itself and the mining com-
munity.

The consulting engineers of almost all the
mines of any importance in the country are
Americans, and their salaries range from ten
thousand to one hundred thousand dollars a
year. John Hays Hammond, who was one
of the first American engineers to reach the
gold fields, was official mining engineer for
the Transvaal Government, and received a year-
ly salary of twenty-five thousand dollars for
formulating the mining laws of the country.
He resigned that office, and is now the con-
sulting engineer for the British South Africa
Company in Rhodesia and several gold mines
on the Randt, at salaries which aggregate al-
most one hundred thousand dollars a year.
Among the scores of other American engineers
on the Randt are L. I. Seymour, who has con-
trol of the thirty-six shafts of the Randt Mines;
Captain Malan, of the Robinson mines; and
H. S. Watson, of the Simmer en Jack mines,
in developing which more than ten million dol-
lars have been spent.

Another American introduced the system of
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treating the abandoned tailings of the mines
by the cyanide process, whereby thousands of
ounces of gold have been abstracted from the
offal 9f the mills, which had formerly been con-
sidered valueless. Others have revolutionized
different parts of the management of the mines,
and in many instances have taken abandoned
properties and placed them on a paying basis.
It would not be fair to claim that American
ingenuity and skill are responsible for the en-
tire success of the Randt gold mines, but it is
indisputable that Americans have done more
toward it than the combined representatives of
all other nations.

Every line of business on the Randt has
its American representatives, and almost with-
out exception the firms who sent them thither
chose able men. W. E. Parks, of Chicago,
represents Frazer & Chalmers, whose machin-
ery is in scores of the mines. His assistant is
W. H. Haig, of New York city.

The American Trading and Importing Com-
pany, with its headquarters in Johannesburg,
and branches in every city and town in the
country, deals exclusively in American manu-
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factured products, and annually sells immense
quantities of bicycles, stoves, beer, carriages,
and other goods, ranging from pins to pianos.

Americans do not confine their endeavours
to commercial enterprises, and they may be
found conducting missionary work among the
Matabeles and Mashonas, as well as building
dams in Rhodesia. American missionaries are
very active in all parts of South Africa, and
because of the practical methods by which they
endeavour to civilize and Christianize the na-
tives they have the reputation throughout the
country of being more successful than those
who go there from any other country. In
the Rhodesian country Mr. Rhodes has given
many contributions of land and money to the
American missionaries, and has on several oc-
casions complimented them by pronouncing
their achievements unparalleled.

A practical illustration will demonstrate the
causes of the success of the American mission-
ary. An English missionary spent the first
two years after his arrival in the country in
studying the natives’ language and in building
a house for himself. In that time he had made
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no converts. An American missionary arrived
at almost the same time, rented a hut, and hired
interpreters. At the end of two years he had
one hundred and fifty converts, many more
natives who were learning useful occupations
and trades, and had sent home a request for
more missionaries with which to extend his
field.

It is rather remarkable that the scouts who
assisted in subduing the American Indians
should later be found on the African continent
to assist in the extermination of the blacks.
In the Matabele and Mashona campaigns of
three years ago, Americans who scouted for
Custer and Miles on the Western plains were
invaluable adjuncts to the British forces, and
in many instances did heroic work in finding
the location of the enemy and in making way
for the American Maxim guns that were used
in the campaigns.

The Americans in South Africa, although
only about ten thousand in number, have
been of invaluable service to the land. They
have taught the farmers to farm, the miners
to dig gold, and the statesmen to govern.
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Their work has been a credit to the country
which they continue to revere, and whose flag
they raise upon every proper occasion. They
have taken little part in the political disturb-
ances of the Transvaal, because they believe that
the citizens of a republic should be allowed to
conduct its government according to their own
idea of right and justice, independently of the
demands of those who are not citizens.



CHAPTER XII
JOHANNESBURG OF TO-DAY

TaE palms and bamboos of Durban, the
Zulu policemen and ’ricksha boys, and the
hospitable citizens have been left behind, and
the little train of English compartment cars,
each with its destination ‘‘ Johannesburg” la-
belled conspicuously on its sides, is winding
away through cane fields and banana groves,
past groups of open-eyed natives and solemn,
thin-faced Indian coolies.

Pretty little farmers’ cottages in settings
of palms, mimosas, and tropical plants are
dotted in the green valleys winding around
the innumerable small hills that look for all
the world like so many inverted moss-covered
china cups. Lumbering transport wagons be-
hind a score of sleek oxen, wincing under the
fire of the far-reaching rawhide in the hands

of a sparsely clad Zulu driver, are met and
283
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passed in a twinkling. Neatly thatched huts
with natives lazily lolling in the sun become
more frequent as the train rolls on toward
the interior, and the greenness of the land-
scape is changing into the brown of dead ver-
dure, for it is the dry season—the South Afri-
can winter. The hills become more frequent,
and the little locomotive goes more slowly,
while the train twists and writhes along its
path like a huge python.

Now it is on the hilltop from which the
distant sea and its coast fringe of green are
visible on the one side, and nothing but tree-
less brown mountain tops on the other. A
minute later it plunges down the hillside, along
rocky precipices, over deep chasms, and then
wearily plods up the zigzag course of another
hillside. For five hours or more the monot-
ony of miniature mountains continues, relieved
by nothing more interesting than the noise
of the train and the hilarious laughter and
weird songs of a car load of Zulus bound for
the gold fields. After this comes an undulat-
ing plain and towns with far less interest in
their appearance than in their names. The
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traveller surfeited with Natal scenery finds
amusement and diversion in the conductor’s call
of Umbilo, Umkomaas, Umgeni, Amanzimtoti,
Isipingo, Mooi River, Zwartkop, or Pieter-
maritzburg, but will not attempt to learn the
proper pronunciation of the names unless he
has weeks at his command.

Farther on in the journey an ostrich, escaped
from a farm, stalks over the plain, and, ap-
proaching to within several yards of the train,
jogs along for many miles, and perchance
wheedles the engineer into impromptu races.
Hardly has the bird disappeared when on the
wide veldt a herd of buck galloping with their
long heads down, or a large number of wilde-
beest, plunging and jumping like animated
hobby-horses, raise clouds of dust as they dash
away from the monster of iron and steam.
Shortly afterward the train passes a waterfall
almost thrice as lofty as Niagara, but located
in the middle of the plain, into whose surface
the water has riven a deep and narrow chasm.

Since the balmy Indian Ocean has been
left behind, the train has been rising steadily,
sometimes an inch in a mile but oftener a
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hundred feet, and the air has grown cooler.
The thousands of British soldiers at Ladysmith
are wearing heavy clothing; their horses, teth-
ered in the open air, are shivering, and far
to the westward is the cause of it all—the
lofty, snow-covered peaks of the Dragon
Mountain. Night comes on and clothes the
craggy mountains and broken valleys with
varying shades of sombreness. The moon out-
lines the snow far above, and with its rays
marks the lofty line where sky and mountain
crest seem to join. Morning light greets the
train as it dashes down the mountain side,
through the passes that connect Natal with
the Transvaal and out upon the withered grass
of the flat, uninteresting veldt of the Boer
country.

The South African veldt in all its winter
hideousness lies before you. It stretches out
in all directions—to the north and south, to
the east and west—and seems to have no bound-
aries. Its yellowish brownness eats into the
brain, and the eyes grow weary from the mo-
notony of the scene. Hour after hour the
train bears onward in a straight line, but the
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landscape remains the same. But for noises
and motions of the cars you would imagine
that the train was stationary, so far as change
of scenery is concerned. Occasionally a colony
of huge ant-heaps or a few buck or deer may
be passed, but for hours it is veldt, veldt,
veldt! An entire day’s journey, unrelieved
except toward the end by a few straggling
towns of Boer farmhouses or the sheet-iron
cabins of prospectors, bring it to Heidelberg,
once the metropolis as well as the capital of
the republic, but now pining because the for-
mer distinguishing mark has been yielded to
its neighbour, Johannesburg.

As the shades of another night commence
to fall, the veldt suddenly assumes a new coun-
tenance. Lights begin to sparkle, buildings
close together appear, and scores of tall smoke-
stacks tower agalnst the background of the
sky. The presence of the smoke-stacks denote
the arrival at the Randt, and for twenty miles
the train rushes along this well-defined gold-
yielding strip of land. Buildings, lights, stacks,
and people become more numerous as the train
progresses into the city limits of Johannes-
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burg, and the traveller soon finds himself in
the middle of a crowd of enthusiastic welcom-
ing and welcomed persons on the platform of
the station of the Nederlandsche Zuid-Afri-
kaansche Spoorweg-Maatschappij, and in the
Golden City.

The sudden change from the dreary life-
lessness of the veldt to the exciting crush and
bustle of the station platform crowd is almost
bewildering, because it is so different from
what is expected in interior Africa. The sta-
tion, a magnificent structure of -stone and
iron, presents more animated scenes whenever
trains arrive than the Grand Central in New
York or the Victoria in London, because
every passenger is invariably met at the train
by all his friends and as many of their friends
as the station platform will accommodate.
The crowd which surges around this centre
of the city’s life is of a more cosmopolitan
character than that which can be found in any
other city in the world with the exceptions
of Zanzibar and Port Said. Almost every race
is represented in the gathering, which is sug-
gestive of a mass meeting of the villagers of
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the Midway Plaisance at the Columbian Ex-
position. In the crowd are stolid Anglo-
Saxons shaking hands effusively; enthusiastic
Latins embracing each other; negroes rubbing
noses and cheeks; smiling Japanese; cold, stern
Chinese; Cingalese, Russians, Malays, and
Egyptians—all in their national costumes, and
all welcoming friends in their native manner
and language. Meandering through the crowd
are several keen-eyed Boer policemen, com-
monly called “ Zarps,” politely directing the
attention of innocent-looking newcomers to
placards bearing the inscription “ Pas op Zak-
kenrollers,” which is the Boer warning of
pickpockets.

After the traveller has forced a way through
the crowd he is attacked by a horde of cab-
men who can teach tricks of the trade to
the London and New York night-hawks.
Their equipages range from dilapidated
broughams to antique ‘’rickshas, but their
charges are the same—*a quid,” or five dol-
lars, either for a mile or a minute’s ride, After
the insults which follow a refusal to enter
one of their conveyances have subsided, the
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agents of the hotels commence a vociferous
campaign against the newcomers, and very
clever it is in its way. They are able to dis-
tinguish a foreigner at one glance, and will
change the name of the hotel which they rep-
resent a score of times in as many seconds in
order to bag their quarry. For the patriotic
American they have the New York Hotel, the
Denver House, the Hotel California, and many
other hostelries named after American cities.
“Hey, Yank!” they will salute an American,
“ Come up to the New York Hotel and patron-
ize American enterprise.” If the traveller will
accompany one of these agents he will find that
all the names apply to one hotel, which has an
American name but is conducted and patronized
by a low class of foreigners. The victim of mis-
representation will seek another hotel, and
will be fortunate if he finds comfortable quar-
ters for less than ten dollars a day, or three
times the amount he would be called upon
to pay at a far better hotel in any American
city of equal size. The privilege of fasting, or
of awakening in the morning with a layer of
dust an eighth of an inch deep on the coun-
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terpane and on the face may be ample return
for the extraordinary charges, but the stranger
in the city is not apt to adopt that view of
the situation until he is acclimated.

The person who has spent several days in
‘crossing the veldt and enters Johannesburg
by night has a strange revelation before him
when he is awakened the following morning.
He has been led to believe that the city is a
motley collection of corrugated-iron hovels,
hastily constructed cabins, and cheap public
buildings. Instead he finds a beautiful city,
with well-paved streets, magnificent buildings
of stone and brick, expensive public buildings,
and scores of palatial residences. Many Ameri-
can cities of the same size and many times
older can not show as costly buildings or as
fine public works. Hotels of five and six
stories, and occupying, in several instances, al-
most entire blocks, are numerous; of office
buildings costing a quarter of a million dol-
lars each there are half a score; banks, shops,
and newspapers have three- and four-story
buildings of brick and stone, while there are
hundreds of other buildings that would be



292 OOM PAUL’S PEOPLE

creditable to any large city in America or
Europe. The Government Building in the
centre of the city is a five-story granite struc-
ture of no mean architectural beauty. In the
suburbs are many magnificent private resi-
dences of mine owners and managers who,
although not permanent residents of the city,
have invested large amounts of money, so that
the short time they spend in the country may
be amid luxurious and comfortable surround-
ings.

One of the disagreeable features of living
in Johannesburg is the dust which is present
everywhere during the dry season. It rises in
great, thick clouds on the surrounding veldt,
and, obscuring the sun, wholly envelops the
city in semi-darkness. One minute the air is
clear and there is not a breath of wind; sev-
eral minutes later a hurricane is blowing and
blankets of dust are falling. The dust clouds
generally rise west of the city, and almost to-
tally eclipse the sun during their progress
over the plain. Sometimes the dust storms
continue only a few minutes, but very fre-
quently the citizens are made uncomfortable
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by them for days at a time., Whenever they
arrive, the doors and windows of buildings are
tightly closed, business is practically at a
standstill, and every one is miserable. There
is no escape from it. It penetrates every
building, however well protected, and it lodges
in the food as well as in the drink. Pedestrians
on the street are unable to see ten feet ahead,
and are compelled to walk with head bowed
and with handkerchief over the mouth and nos-
trils. Umbrellas and parasols are but slight
protection ‘against it. Only the miners, a
thousand feet below the surface, escape it.
When the storm has subsided the entire city
is covered with a blanket of dust ranging in
thickness from an inch on the sidewalks to an
eighth of an inch on the store counters, fur-
niture, and in pantries. It has never been com-
puted how great a quantity of the dust enters
a man’s lungs, but the feeling that it engen-
ders is one of colossal magnitude.

Second to the dust, the main characteris-
tic of Johannesburg is the inhabitants’ great
struggle for sudden wealth. It is doubtful

whether there is one person in the city whose
20
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ambition is less than to become wealthy in
five years at least, and then to return to his
native country. It is not a chase after afflu-
ence; it is a stampede in which every soul in
the city endeavours to be in the van. In the
city and in the mines there are hundreds of
honourable ways of becoming rich, but there
are thousands of dishonourable ones; and the
morals of a mining city are not always on the
highest plane. There are business men of the
strictest probity and honesty, and men whose
word is as good as their bond, but there are
many more who will allow their conscience to
lie dormant so long as they remain in the
country. With them the passion is to secure
money, and whether they secure it by over-
charging a regular customer, selling illicit gold,
or gambling at the stock exchanges is a mat-
ter of small moment. Tradesmen and shop-
keepers will charge according to the apparel
of the patron, and will brazenly acknowledge
doing so if reminded by the one who has paid
two prices for like articles the same day.
Hotels charge according to the quantity of
luggage the traveller carries, and boarding-
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houses compute your wealth before presenting
their bills. Street-car fares and postage stamps
alone do not fluctuate in value, but the wise
man counts his change.

The experiences of an American with one
large business house in the city will serve as
an example of the methods of some of those
who are eager to realize their ambitions. The
American spent many weeks and much patience
and money in securing photographs through-
out the country, and took the plates to a
large firm in Johannesburg for development
and printing. When he returned two weeks
later he was informed that the plates and
prints had been delivered a week before, and
neither prayers nor threats secured a different
answer. Justice in the courts is slow and
costly, and the American was obliged to leave
the country without his property. Shortly
after his departure the firm of photographers
commenced selling a choice collection of new
South African photographs which, curiously,
were of the same scenes and persons photo-
graphed by the American.

Gambling may be more general in some
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other cities, but it can not be more public.
The more refined gamblers patronize the two
stock exchanges, and there are but few too
poor. to indulge in that form of dissipation.
Probably nine tenths of the inhabitants of the
city travel the stock-exchange bypath to
wealth or poverty. Women and boys are as
much infected by the fever as mine owners and
managers, and it would not be slandering the
citizens to say that one fourth of the conver-
sation heard on the streets refers to the rise
and fall of stocks.

The popular gathering place in the city is
the street in front of one of the stock ex-
changes known as “The Chains.” During
the session of the exchange the street is
crowded with an excited throng of men, boys,
and even women, all flushed with the excite~
ment of betting on the rise and fall of mining
stocks in the building. Clerks, office boys, and
miners spend the lunch hour at “ The Chains,”
either to invest their wages or to watch the
market if their money is already invested. A
fall in the value of stocks is of far greater mo-
ment to them than war, famine, or pestilence.
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The passion for gambling is also satisfied
by a giant lottery scheme known as “Sweep-
stakes,” which has the sanction of the Gov-
ernment. Thousands of pounds are offered as
prizes at the periodical drawings, and no true
Johannesburger ever fails to secure at least
one ticket for the drawing. When there are
no sessions of the stock exchanges, no sweep-
stakes, horse races, ball games, or other usual
opportunities for gambling, they will bet on
the arrival of the Cape train, the length of a
sermon, or the number of lashes a negro
criminal can endure before fainting.

Drinking is a second diversion which oc-
cupies much of the time of the average citizen,
because of the great heat and the lack of
amusement. The liquor that is drunk in Jo-
hannesburg in one year would make a stream
of larger proportions and far more healthier
contents than the Vaal River in the dry sea-
son. It is a rare occurrence to see a man
drink water unless it is concealed in brandy,
and at night it is even rarer that one is seen
who is not drinking. Cape Smoke, the name
given to a liquor made in Cape Colony, is
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credited with the ability to kill a man before
he has taken the glass from his lips, but the
popular Uitlander beverage, brandy and soda,
is even more fatal in its effects. Pure liquor
is almost unobtainable, and death-dealing coun-
terfeits from Delagoa Bay are the substitutes.
Twenty-five cents.for a glass of beer and fifty
cents for brandy and soda are not deterrent
prices where ordinary mine workers receive
ten dollars a day and mine managers fifty thou-
sand dollars a year.

Of social life there is little except such as
is afforded by the clubs, of which there are
several of high standing. The majority of the
men left their families in their native countries
on account of the severe climate, and that fact,
combined with the prevalent idea that the
weather is too torrid to do anything unneces-
sary, is responsible for Johannesburg’s lack of
social amenity. There are occasional dances
and receptions, but they are participated in
only by newcomers who have not yet fallen
uinder the spell of the South African sun. The
Sunday night’s musical entertainments at the
Wanderer’s Club are practically the only affairs
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to which the average Uitlander cares to go,
because he can clothe himself for comfort and
be as dignified or as undignified as he pleases.
The true Johannesburger is the most in-
dependent man in the world. When he meets
a native on the sidewalk he promptly kicks
him into the street, and if the action is re-
sented, bullies a Boer policeman into arresting
the offender. The policeman may demur and
call the Johannesburger a “ Verdomde rooinek,”
but he will make the arrest or receive a drub-
bing. He may be arrested in turn, but he is
ever willing and anxious to pay a fine for the
privilege of beating a “ dumb Dutchman,” as
he calls him. He pays little attention to the
laws of the country, because he has not had
the patience to learn what they consist of,
and he rests content in knowing that his home
government will rescue him through diplo-
matic channels if he should run counter to the
laws. He cares nothing concerning the gov-
ernment of the city except as it interferes with
or assists his own private interests, but he will
take advantage of every opportunity to defy
the authority of the administrators of the laws.
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