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Summary
The phenomenon of serial murder has fascinated people for many years. Despite this fascination,
the body of scientific knowledge surrounding this topic seems quite limited. Research is often
based on second- hand and anecdotal sources of information and not on direct contact with the
individuals who commit these crimes. Based on this information, assumptions are made about
these individual’s mental state and personality. This research which was undertaken is unique in
that it is an in- depth look at two individuals who committed serial murder. The research design,
grounded in interactional theory, makes use of unstructured interviews, an interactional analysis,
and psychological tests such as the South African Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale, Thematic
Apperception Test, Millon Clinical Multiaxial Inventory-Illed, Minnesota Multiphasic
Personality Inventory 2nd Edition, and 16 Personality Factor Questionnaire in an attempt to try
and come to a psychological understanding and interactional description of these two individuals’
beahviour. In doing so it revisits what has already been said about this phenomenon, makes
comparisons, and provides a brief theoretical view of the phenomenon as part of man’s social

order.
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Opsomming

Vir baie jare is mense gefasineerd met die fenomeen van reeksmoorde. Ongeag hierdie fasinering
blyk die yersamelde wetenskaplike kennis oor hierdie onderwerp egter beperk te wees. Navorsing
is meesal gebaseer op tweedehandse en anekdotiese bronne en nie op grond van
navorsingsgegewens wat gebaseer is op grond van kontak met die individue wat hierdie misdaad
gepleeg het nie. Op hierdie grondslag word aannames gemaak oor individue wat reeksmoorde
gepleeg het se geestestoestand en persoonlikhede. Die navorsing wat onderneem is, was egter
uniek in di€ sin dat twee individue wat reeksmoorde gepleeg het, deelgeneem het aan die in-
diepte ondersoek wat geloods is. Die navorsingsontwerp gegrond op interaksionele teorie, het
ongestruktureerde onderhoude, interaksionele analises, en sielkundige toetse as
navorsingsprosedures ingesluit. Die toetse wat gebruik is, was die Minnesota Multiphasic
Personality Inventory 2de Uitgawe, Millon Clinical Multiaxial Inventory 3de Uitgawe, 16
Persoonlikheidsfaktor Vraelys, die Tematiese Appersepsie Toets en die Suid Afrikaanse
Wechsler Intelligensie Skaal vir Volwassenes. Die doel van die ondersoek was om te poog om
tot ‘n sielkundige begrip en interaksionele beskrywing van hierdie twee individue se gedrag te
kom. Op hierdie wyse het die navorsing die reeds bestaande kennis oor hierdie onderwerp
nagegaan, vergelykings getref en kort teoretiese gedagtes gewissel oor hierdie fenomeen se

betekenis as deel van ‘n gemeenskap se sosiale orde.
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