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fig 98. Conceptual drawing.  design development  _04

 
 
 



The Parti_

The Parti diagrams illustrate the tectonic relationship of the 

building, the promenade and the sport fields. It further illustrates 

the relationship to views and the basic spacial understanding in 

every scenario.

Note that the promenade that links the taxi rank with the new 

pedestrian bridge is a constant throughout all the phases of 

development.
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Introduction_

The design development chapter in a nonlinear process in which the author attempts to find 

the appropriate and contextual architectural response for the new sport for development 

community centre in olievenhoutbosch. This chapter illustrates the process of discovering 

constraints and exploring opportunities with regard to architectural form and space and 

refines the product to mediate between all the design informants. These informants are 

referred to as Hyperterms1 and are discussed later in this chapter.

fig 99. Design developement sectional parti 1. 

fig 101. Design developement sectional parti 3. 

fig 100. Design developement sectional parti 2. 

1A hyperterm is described as an encompassing idea or umbrella concept.
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the Concept Model_
March 2012- June 2012

fig 102. The Concept Model.

The base: The base of the model is a found 

piece of timber from site. A witness to the 

history of Olievenhoutbosch.

The brazing rods under tension represent the 

tension amongst different cultural groups.

The cables represent the lives of people  

and the fourth dimension - time.

Architecture: creating space of 

substance and meaning.

Sport : a language that trancends 

cultural barriers and bring the lives of 

people closer together.

The establishment of structure 

as a continuing process.

Cultural and physical barriers

The concept model personifies the real world problem of division 

and the amalgamation  of the potential within architecture 

and sport. The cables that protrude through the steel plate, 

as indicated in fig 102a, is indicative of a continuing process, a 

process were chaos is transformed into structure on a daily basis.

Physically, the model illustrates the linear nature of the proposed 

intervention and represents a material quality that is indigenous 

to local understanding.

fig. 102 a. Concept model. 
fig. 102 b. Concept model. 
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fig 111. Southern Section Elevation. 

june 2012- july 2012_
Street Architecture

The street architecture design came about as a response toward 

scale, the proposed new promenade that extends toward the new 

pedestrian bridge, as well as the idea that a community centre 

should be a series of multifunctional spaces that interact with one 

another and thus gives the promenade a more vibrant nature. 

In this way, the entrances of the building creates nodes which 

The critique on this project was primarily aimed around the 

preconceived idea with regard to township architecture and the 

fact that spaces created was of residential scale and not of civic 

scale. This led to the exploration of a new approach where a civic 

scale was to be achieved while simultaneously integrating the 

building in the landscape.

In western cultures, the general understanding of social interactive 

space usually correlates to a destination. In other words, people 

of certain social abstractions meet at a certain destination to 

converge in conversation and social interaction. This gives rise to 

concepts such as 'coffee cultures', street cafe's and boutiques that 

thrive in settings inhabited by western cultures.

The Street ArchitectureComments The Linear Community

Historically the African view of social interactive space was also 

connected to the concept of destination. People would travel long 

distances to meet under Acasia trees to tell stories and share ideas. 

However, the argument raised by the author is that a stronger 

bond was formed between the community members that walked 

together than with the people they met under the tree. 

enforces a zigzag pattern of movement through the promenade, 

rather than the expected linear movement. 

The theory is further emphasised by the real world situation 

that most people in the township depend on public transport or 

walking to go to work. The potential of the liminal space should 

be harnessed as opportunity  for community building and peace 

building within Olievenhoutbosch.
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1. The Concept: Bridge

2. The New Urban Condition

3. Streeks[Taal]

4. Werf[Taal]

5. Sport Architecture

The five hyperterms_

the continuation of the design development chapter will discuss the process of design 

development and focus on the five primary fields or hyperterms. These hyperterms govern 

the underlying ideas that give substance to the architecture. This chapter explains a 

complicated itterative design process in a linear manner and illustrates how it informs 

the architecture.
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Bridge- developed as a result of an oscillating1 process of influence 

that originates from an initial idea and spans over a range of 

theoretical influences and real world problems. 

Martin Heidegger uses the bridge to give substance to the 

elements that constitute a dwelling. Among others, he describes 

the bridge as a place of unity. In the context of the design the 

bridge refers to the crossing over from one condition to another 

thus also becoming a place of unity. This is particularly relevant, 

sport as non verbal means 
of communication

as the problem within Olievenhoutbosch is division. This division 

manifests physically and culturally throughout the township and 

leads to a range of underlying problems and obstacles. 

The graphic above illustrates the range of influences that forms 

the development of the concept. Similar to this, the concept 

informs design and technical decision making.

1.  The back and forth process of extremes.

The Concept

1. The Concept: Bridge_
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site

Existing Urban Condition Proposed

fig 123. Existing. 
fig 124. Proposed intervention on urban scale
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Primary Routes

Secondary routes

Footpaths

10 Year Plan Primary And Secondary Structure

fig 125. 10 year plan. fig 126. Primary and Secondary routes. 
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