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I Tr lb I 
_,__ _ __,,_j According to the knowledge of the Baeotho 

tribes, the moa~t~ins end rivers ~nd all that exists 

are the work of creettion. Nothint_; wes tho•tt_:ht of 

ooncerr1ing their creation, _,nd all tbat they could 

say was jnst, 11'J'his is the mo•mtain of the chie...,.s 

or this mountain has toe spirits of the ancestors."• 

This statement is confir:aca by one of: the the old 

womc:n nuo$e name is iaeckt:;ubi of ~{btlf'ela who lives 

.:lt JJe ;ioop l.Lilok.ong). 

The eclipse of the moon ignified the Qe~th 

of a gree~t chief', they said that the moonwt~ a oe~d. 

Thunder in a cloudlens sky and without 

lightning aleo met~nt the ocath of a chief. ;,hen it 

thundered, people shut their ears with f'in~ers and 

they knew that a chief had died. Thin narrative is 

confirmed by leapei Bokaba an old men fz•om .i30pedi­

land who lives t~t :..:11okong (De Hoop). 

Accorclin·: to the custom ot' the ancienta, 

when it rran !lew moon, the boys oore make to bend 

and were lashed at the cattle kr~sl with the 

"noretl·,·m" (ki•nishcPsie). 

It is as Ra~nahf'le Nawa stateo, one of the 

old men of' Mf'atlha who ,ff:j a thrasheu when 1 t v.eo 

new moon. lie 1 ivea !'.It I.e otJ.wene, his tr ihsl tot:3m 

•·.us i.l d~11~\.er ~Ld r;as a subject of' chief' ~:t'~tlha 

uil~1. he Sbl. s, an i;llari.l is iven that the moon 

has cru•sed tt:e wo1en and all the boys ohould ._;o 

to the kt:otl~ to f:et a leshinc. They did not know 

;;hy they ...-rere bee1ten, it vms the l .. w of' tt..e oz·1ein 

o:r the Basotho. A man used to be cho :3en to beat the 

boys. 
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The duys of the u'lonth were counte;6 by 

experienceo men. 'I'he oounterl them by mek.ing engrE.I­

vings with their knives on a lor:1g stick.. ~he counting 

'.\86 <.lone whilst the moon could still be seen, t.he 

countillb was discontinuecl when it appeared in the 

ni~ht tiwe. Th€y vrould uegin counting again when it 

we~s nevw moon • .Most of' the ..Jasotho did not k.now how 

to count tht: cl::.;ys of the month. '.i'hci'e \•e.r·e tv.o or 

th1•ee men who oid this job. 

~.-llen it wus ti..1~ 1'oz- ploue-)lin,_:, , these men 

notifiea the tribe tlwt it w~:;; plou.:,;hing time e.g., 

the month~ o:r july '"';1C.l •• uguat. ~h.;. tz·ibc of •.• i'Htlha 

U~.ll·ln~ tile i:.J.,JL Of ~~~·•lcdebodi <JOU Up to tne timt! Of: 

t,,otsi..~la plou(.hec:.. un.r•ing ~~ugust una us ;.iulc;~ph;.~tsana 

.u~shilb st&tes, whose totem was the cr~couile ~n~ 

.a atembcr of the ... :fa'tlh<:J t1•ibe, the ..Jak.eleoi ploughed 

uu1• in~ july. 

l'he D£-ll;!eo of' th~ stars Eire these: 

Kopa ailalelo (':i.'ht; cvcnin"" ete;~r) ,ratt.a (Pleiaces) 

...;,el~,;iTiela \'£he constellation of' the l.>leiades), J.\.gwa­

~aaisu ( ur ion) ~J sledJ. ;{CJ mas a \raoruing a·tti.l.'i .Ui tlhatl wa 

(wouthern Jross), JJik.olobe ('1'he piba ) , Tlala 

li=£ k.bora (Hun~:;:er ,j.,lJ ... lf~nty), .;,olula '~luai ~hlilkyway). 

(t:i)"Y..opa dilalelo• is seen ~;~f'ter su;1set • .i.t slgnif'ies 

the ni~ht. 

(b) t~it~Ku' Gignif'ica the appi'ol:lch of winter t~nd waras 

people to pl'ep arc their blcwk~ t a. 

(o) Selet.Wll.i ait..'11ifiecJ r.he cc~d of' t!lt,; wint~.t·. 

~~) lh~ ~o£niu~ star signifieu the uppro~ch of dawn. 

~e; .• :h~ o.J vt~~he1•n Jz·oss it is soid c..t.·e t.nole tmd fernale 

st!Jl's, t;h€i't is no specific knowleac.e about them, 

they StiY that they advance with the year. 

(:f) 'l.iikolobe t, they s~y that they fol,rneQ a single file, 
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They watch the year but there is no clear knowledge 

about them. 

{g) Famine and $'lenty: :f.'u~nine is a large one and 

Plenty is a small one. Luring a year of great 

famine, people say it is a year or terrible 

famine, but when the arnall one is"aeen, abundance 

does seem clear ana they say there shall be plenty 

of' 1-.oocl. 

(4) The milky 't.ay they eay turns the sun towaz.·da the 

~sst. This state11ent is taken :t:'rom beape1 3okaba 

whose totem is a porcupine and a man "from Bop(;di­

lano. 

i..lth egart:lto ;,he thunuer or the rain it is 

said th~t it 1S a bird with creen wings and u beak 

s.i.1ilO:Jr to thdt of' an eagle. Lighting it 1a said, is 

the eyes of' the bird. · .. hen a clo,Jd thunders they say 

it is when this bil'<l naps its wings. This state:nent 

is made by Phako who showed me its soar on his fore­

head. The very man Koos Phaka whose totem ie a 

bearded finch, a i·.1ok.onee /le says that this bird had 

fallen down while it ~,as playing v1ith another one in 

the clouds. It had fallen on to the mountains of' 

!iokotJe. 1'hey were otlll little boys when they found 

it. They fou~ht with it, it sprang and bit them and 

struck. Phak.t.t on the fore he au. He at ill has t.he scar 

even now. '£hey f'ou ht until they ovez•catne it anu 

k.ille d 1 t. They maue fire unl.J put 1 t on the f' ire. 

~hen the :fire burn~d 'VIater oo~ed out of' 1 ts body 

and put out the fire. They kindled the f il'e abain 

<:d'ter it wae put out by the water that oozeu out of 

it~ ue::iO body. :·;hen they v•ere still k.indl1n,: it, the 

cluuc:ls mov;..ti this way and L hat v.ay (;;jnd it ra incd. They 

r.m home to report the matter. Witohdootors z•an to the 

spot to get medicinal charms. 

\AlU. 
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'i'ht: boys kn~·\l th~t v.hen a r a inbov~ vm s in 

:t'ront of the clo!.lds, it kept the rain away. r'wben 

the people sav, a star on the west, the;r knew that 
\ 

the rein had come and even when it wao on the ~ast, 

it Meant rain. 

According to the easton or long ago, a man 

who was called a i~oroka, caused the rain to fall. 

Roots of' trees were used to cause therain to fall. 

A cattle kraal was made behind the chief's house. 

The guard or this kraal wee a Moroka, the rain-

ma :ter according to the b_,lic:f" o:f the Basotho of 

long ago. 

\"1hen rain l'<83 needed, girls Vtere cal~ed 

and given pots into which the juice or roots was 

poured by a Moroka. 'J'hcy were ordered to eo alone 

the boundaries sprinkling medicines :ror rain on 

the t:I'0 1.md sayone , ".;.~ain,rain, don't you want to 

co4e Ylh{;n called by the chief". J\t 11f'atlha .'.~aila's, 

the;;t sane a song which runs thus; .Jmadioka whcr•e is 

the r;;1 in, hail, hail .fi!rnadiok.a rain". It was when they 

were living at Mmamat'tt•tle and ;-;;flf'atse,and when they 

returned from the bo·.mdar1es, they never looked back. 

The Moroka kept on stirring the pot o:f rain, 

pointing to the .follr cardinal pointe and then rain 

was caused in a very short time. 

At ~:fatlha :·.~a ila' s, when they were at 

Kv:adibeng the rain-maker \"hJS REr'lanne :l!o-:;n~. ulpotao 

Kwadi Vias one who was doctoring l.he lands against 

the birds. 

One at_;ain \"tho confirms that a Moroka wae a 

rain-im:lker is Lea i-·'alloboe an old woman of' MrJapela' a 

who lives at ililokong. Uhe is one o:f those who were 

a~nt to ca11se the r<;jin to fall by aprinlU.ing medicines 

in the co,mtry. 

,·,uc. 
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i.ccoruin~ t0 the statcu1cnt of <:tt:·hillj Jiue-

pht:ltoana , one of tlL ve1.•y old .'':ople who is still 
":<"'t.ttA tvlel 

alive onu lives .... t ul:i'n";lei, ontJ whoce ;.J.'ibttl totem 

il.:i t~ CJ.·ocouilt;; 1 she says th~Jt if' a t:Iirl becu::ie 

not rlolin •• gain wh: n a wuman or ~ girl ullov•ed her 

blouu dUl"ing me:-.~sti•uat:l:)Q to drop on the t,;r·otmd, 

th~t k.cpt away tile ruin. lf.' a 6il'l was founa hCJving 

oone so, she was taken to the place where hel' blood 

during her perioOB had droJped in or~er to point out 

all the spots. Today the Basotho h<.ive no more faith 

in those things ot' t.ho olut.n ti:1es. 

The mountains neurlay here are :-

1. iJarula'sKop, {:oharitse 'Wa bo ~wanyuno o lla, 

ko .Phutse le rcngwa k.a ael;;;pe) ~2) ~S!!lbok.'s k.opje 

\3) Kop-ellen, 1,4) ..:.tantsYtuts~etsr.e, nei::lr v-here a 

ci.c-omncisivn hut -wa;j built. u .. -oharitse v:a bo nJ .. ana", 

ia where th.;;- whole tl'ibe ot' .-:!:noJI:w:J Ol'igin:.~ted, where 

the brave of .-.tmakau in perscn is, at the morula tJ.'ee. 

uc io the i'ouncier ot: the ... alcllt~u t1•ibe. 

'fhtre t~z•e no rive1·s here, people dt•ink. water 

u L'awn f J.·od, t h~ tt..ps only, the childt•f. ·.-: o1' this place 

uo not kno v• t:t I' i vel'. 

iAiii'Ula' sKop is whet•e . ,lf,dKau the futhez· of 

vamboko of l.lmakau had his abc.ue. It w~:~a a Vt::.l'Y large 

village •• ~fter thE: ue•th of' .• ~mt.ikaU .... otse;pe, the tribe 

ot: .... mak.au waa attacked by the ldatcbele of' ~ooelek.atse, 

The Aiate bele dEstroyed Mmakau' s village. 'i'he ...;akgatla 
• 

trekked to i'Y:mank.opane at IVimapela' a • .Lhe ctlief· of' the 

~akgatlca wse th(:n dambok.o. 

'Xhe ;.;;~tha•ll.u~a vlei is wher•e the young men 

of ldrntM.t:4U once took the cattle f'rolfl thtii• enemies 

by force. 'fhey had been taken aviay by the .Young 

Jten of' .\iOeetlha. The yotmb men of' .Joaetlha had co~e 

j', (J\f. 
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to take the cattle of' the Mmakau tribe by f'orce f'rom 

the oattleposts. 

Nt the grave of ~!.makau at £.~arula, when the 

Bakgatla rrere in need of rain, they v~nt there to 

ask for it at the time they v;ere at Tlhatlhane of' 

Rawadi. This statement is m<:~de by l<ashala hlatshila 

whose totem is un ox and who is of the .• imakau t.~. ibe 

who lives ~t Dilokong (ne Hoop) today. 

The hare and the guinea-fov1l were not eaten, 

if' a person ate them, he constantly changed his 

place of abode. 

The acacia tree (moeetlha) ~ae not used as 

fuel. If you used it as firewood and warmed yourself 

at its fire the cattle of your family will calve male 

calves only. It a cow was sterile, its ears were cut 

off so that it may calve. 

The medlar tree and the kruisbessie were not 

used as tuel because they protected the village. 

Kaf'f'ir corn they say, came into existence 

througb a wo:,1an. ',~.'his \'.oman's chi: a fell ill. ::.ihe 

did not kno\. whnt med~.cin--.:; to give 1t .... he went 

outside ~no cut some grss end rubbed it of on to 

a mat which is placed unoer a grinding stone. After 

grindint; thet, she cooked it and gave the chil<.l• 

~he child got cured. The people said it is kaffir 

co:rm it is giving birth. J~ooorciing to Uotho belief', 

that is how kaf:f'ir corn came into existence.Nobody 

knows the name of' this originator. 

If' rain fell with hail, people did not go 

to the lanes. They said i:f' a person went to the 

lands~the hail would come back again. On that day 

a woman would not even transport earth.Even now that 

law still exists among the Bakgatla of ~~mak.au at 

Matshila's. 

\~M. 
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Accox<Oin~ to tl1e belie1 .. of the ancient people, 

it is a !a th~t ull the black people co:.1e from Lowe. 

1'h;;1t is wher•e all the black l'G~Ces originated, f.t•otot• 

That is whut Ilanabeng .Johlttbe states as well a3 

the ola r!len o:r j,l.f'atllla, one who is old man ~olamon 

J'i'a\,a who died at etlhai<.eng {Klipr•ivier). :.aaphutsana 

of Ulatshila also says so, she is still alive, ahe says 

they heard this :from their gx•eat e;rtjndparents • someof 

them being Sengalo an<.i .Hohosi. '1'hey say that it is 

a flat atone , at the centre of it there 1s a deep 

pool of water. They say that there is a pe1•oon in 

this deep pool whose name is Matsieng. They say 

that tt.:e spoor of his movement is at ill tiiel~e, wht~n 

he took the people out ot-. the pool. The spoors of 

the people and animals cor.a1ng out of 1 t are visible 

on the flut rook. ataieng's spoor is visible vmen 

he took the people ot1t and "Nhen he went b~ok. into 

the pool of Lowe. They say that this deep pool is 

in the middle o:r u !'lat -rock. and it is f'eart'ul. 
ot~ 

'1'he old4'people e~y that even novw, he is still 

alive in that hole of' water. That is the story of 

the or1~in of' man acco~ding to our great greet 

grand ptuents. They say that eome of the animals 

remained in the pool. That deep pool io in the 

neighbourhood of' Motshudi. 

It is said that a baboon was an old wo:ilan 

who was starving • tihe went to a rock and made fire 

there. when it had become cinaers, she sat on it 

and elided saying, rii-rii-rii, 1 can feign u bbboon; 

rii rii, I can feign a baboon, she gre% Q tail bnd 

hair and 'd1tlatswa(,?) und liv ... a on the ;nountain 

and even today she 1 ves on the mountain. 7.'hie story 

·waa told by Madi Nuwa one o:r the old \'IOlilen of fatlha' s 

tribe whose totem is /:j d•i lker who died at Lebotlwune 

and he stateu1ent was cont•il•rtlCd by ;.ntunotirnedi und 

1.GM. 
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i\fak.alt::.~ba, old ?/omen of' the tribe of' l'ltn,a of Mfatlha. 

'rhey say that it v.rao in the morning wh~n the person 

feigned a baboon. They Hl8o testified that all black 

people carile from Lowe. 

According to the custom of the ancicnts, all 

f'ires wei·e extin~uished in the whole village when the 

v.oman ente.1•ed it who VJae to beget the chief' at ;,l:fatlha' s, 

and even among the Tswana tribes the sa:ne thing was 

done • Fire was kindled at the chief's kraal and the 

whole tribe went to fetch it there. Sotho law 

prohibits a fire to be kindled at the entrance 

because it is where the ~edioines of the village 

are buried • Ir it is kindled there it may undo the 

foundation of their village. The 'moretl v,a' 

(kruisbeseie), 'mor,le' (Bpecies of' wild plum tree) 

and 'mmllo'(mec:Uur tree) are not firewood and may 

not be put on the hea!Pth. 'rbe 'moretlwa' Jnc.J the 

'::unilo' ~:~re used with the medicinal cbarme of the 

villages, they can destroy the villages if !'ire is 

.:laOe )fi th them f'ol' people to warm tht:mselve s. 

According to dotho custom,it a witchaoctor 

doctors a per:.-.on viiih medicinal char.-ns against 

witchcraft, he should not carry out his doctoring 

at the f'ire .A per son can jtl et take a fire brand to 

go and kindle fire but that must not be at night. 

llt night he may destroy the village and again 

aoooruing to the custom of o•tr anc lent people, e 

firebrand is not lifted in the night time. lf you 

lift it up, yo~ have undone the enolos!Ve of your 

family. 

According to the custom of the ancient times, 

the boys did not stay at home in the enclosurt: v.ith 

the \'.o.aen, they 11 vca i th the men at the place of' 

meeting. The boys rest on their kne~s when sitting. 

uG.64 • 
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The women co~;1e to the men' o place of '!'IC~ting only 

to fetch fire. 

Accordin~ to the ~g~tla custom of the 

,.t:llulwu people:;, th~y say that when S!nok.e is blo\,n 

by the wind towards you, it means that your uncle 

(~sternal) loves you. ACcording to the people of 

i,:f'~tlha of r-:aila, it means th ..... t your paternal 

uncles hate you. 
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