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t1ougeno).s.i vvodaa The lto lMbold gooaa be.I..O~li to w1te and 

nuabaua, tile . .-&aJor1t..; belont~ to the wu•e, tue.v are ·moer the 

w1re•a c~ntrol • 

.rlant tv give tuem ala'ay to ottler people. A peraon cannot ootAe 

\o aak pNpert9 belongins to the noueebold f'ro .> a man. De or 

abe •uat ealr. f'ltum the wowan. ••hen a bouae 1a bu 11 t, 1 t 1a 

Dot built f'or tbe Gan. The huaband buUde :torx the wif'e, to 

11Ye in 1t and to control it together with the aooaa in 1t. 

Frooka and alcin n1ata belonp; to the woman, little W(•oden bowle, 

ttota, water pota a···d ohiaela belo,a to the WOI'!len. The huebar~d 

The htlsband buys theaa arttc:.es, 

he doea n .. t oontrl,l the!' when he tu:~e bonght tnem, tlley are 

t,is wife's. It is t .e inheritance of uel' chilaren. Ina 

husband does not go nee~r theu&, eYen if' he happena to ale, the 

f'roclr.e will be taken by the (girla) 1othera, tn1nga like 

pota, water pota, chiaela. tbef balona to tne obildren, they 

a.re lef't untoucued to wait. f'or tl'e'n to ~ow. i.Yen 1f' tne1r 

tathel' .Ilfl¥ ;;jarr;t auCitllt:r wo•aan, tbeae are unto:JCiled, t'1ey 

.Juat re-11a1n tuere uutll they a~e ~1aeu by the chll<:.tren wben 

the.v t~re ~owu up. the •o .1an also, Whe!. taaae article• are 

utK&e.r he.l' OQut.rol, abe atuarea the control with tne h~aband, 

wben a pereon a alta f'or a wateJ' pot, ahe muat inform her 

buaban4 that ao:.neone haa aalr.ed ror the water pot. The 

buaband will aq "'rhe goode belo'1g to you, do what ;rott 

tbtnt beet••. ~·Wife Will then either g1Ye tha neraon 

the art ,ole or re'tttaa wt th 1 t. .1\ woman oannot ref'uaf. a nerson 

ao1tetht,g wit.•.out telling her h1Ulband beoe , •• the next dey 

the peraon :,ay tell the h•Jsband ot this wou1an t;;at :1e bad 

a eked so~ethi ng h'ca hi a w1te a au si1e e1 t .er gaYa bi.'D or 

re:rused. This wo'llcl o:ttand tne husba·1d. 

the w1re j~at doea •• ahe likes. 

lie •ould raal1aa tuat 
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Goode belonging to the hnaba ;d are controlled eolel7 lt.Y h1~n,. 

the wl~e does not snare their control, artiolea like trouaere, 

axea, aasegaia, rie•na and youe. 11' tlte h :eba,ld d1ea, tneae 

tb1nge are the property or bia children, b 1Jt toe trouaera 

are taken by 1118 brotbere, tney d1Y1de tne111 8111onsat the111Hlvea. 

Tbe otner 8J't1ole8 .re atYen tu tne Oh1ldl'en who will uae 

tbe~"'"' wnen tue.v ue p-own up. 11' tr~eir ::aottler bappene to be 

~AaJ"r1e4 b.,y another lllan, their .father'• auoda are th.eira. 

Tbia uaaD doee not touon tbe:n, tbe.Y are lett 1o. tt>e oare or their 

a,ranoratllcu•a untU auob t.LAe aa the.v are ruun4 1'1 t to uee th•n· 

.1. t 1a when aou1e or the~~ are rurr tea already 1 then their 

grandratber w111 call tli .. toaether with their 1110ther and 

tell th•n about theae goode ln the preaenoe ot their mother 

and eaT ~iere ta the property ot the t•ther ot the oh1ldren, 

now that they ere married, theJ may take them and make 

ttae or the'"• bt1t the !ft8ft 'Who hae ""~arr1ed their naother doea 

not oo.,e '1ear th! • vrcperty atbt and he hae no aay WhateYer 

tn then. 

Mtboa. bad :aarrted ~aditlhokoa, tne7 bad two ob1ldren, 

a bo¥ and a &1rl, &obedi •nd Moa1d1. One da7 lthO•ll8 waa b1ttea 

by a anake, be rell ill and eYent1ally died. ~tter bia death, 

antnone the tro•Jaera of' lltbone ancl di't'iued tt•.-:a between 

htnone'a ¥ounaer brotnera. Lte dld not to<1cb anJ other 

artie~••• ue let't tbem alone. But jantbone ••• looking 

at'ter tue w1ta o1' ltbone, tilllns t'or ner and dolna everytn1na 

for ner. MtU'lna a oorta1n ¥••r •aai tlhoi.oa ••• married by 

another ~aft by tne n..a or x.mota.-a1. ~tter ~arr11na ber, 

he d1d not pq dowr7 for her Ranthone went to bmotaama1, 

and eatd to 'her, *Man of' the Batlhaku tr1be, I ha•e 

notht~a to ••7 exoept that atnoe you ha•e married thta wo~en, 

I ~ taktna taktng away the belongtng~ of' Wthone, to keep 
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'the;l OD beha.J. :t o:t hitl Children, 80 that 801ne time in the tut~tre 

wben theJ' are grown up, I ahould hantt them over to th .. , and 

eo that there ahould be no tttooble between them and the ehildren 

yon wtll baYe by •aditlhokoe. I . .,. tba11ktnl that yoo are 

'l'lar:rytng thie wonan. !.ook after her ror me. "l.obetttx wee 

already a big~ 111an b••t ~.ioa1d1 wet et11l 'Yery 7oans. She 

re~atned wit~ her mother. Kobedi went away with b1e grand:tather. 

They took all the cattle except one Which would provide. 

Moa1d1 with '11lk wn1le ehe ••• 11v1ng with ber mother. 

Tbe7 also took the rlerna and tt~e axe unt1l Kobed1 baoaaae a IUD 

bia aDouab. i\:tter Kobed1 ••• :1arried, bntbone called Madi­

tlbo&oa the motber or ~bed1 and ba aaid, ~Mother or ~obedl, 

re•aeusbe.r oow that &~.Jed1 la i!lal'ried, he ~auet now provide :tor 

uia wire az~ bla a1ater ~oe1a1. Here are bia :tatnar•a eattle 

auu the r1•:ta, tae axe and toe aeaesa1. 1 aaa nandlna t~~•n 

oYer to b~ in 10ur 3 prevenoe". Madltlbokoa then aaid 

•Pather 1 do bear you, ~obed1 ia the one wbo abould take 

care ot h1a alat*r Moeldl". Ranthone produced the axe, the 

rlema and 'the aaeega1 and he handed them oYer to Xobed1. 

lobec!lx end hie e1ater ola~~ed banda (thanked). He pointed 

out the cattle too to Kobe41, hte eleter and Llad1tlboltoa their 

mother. !at they oont1n·,ec! to remain 1n the eattle kraal 

ot- their gren41'at'ler. Moa!di ret•1rned to their bouse with 

her mother ahe occae1onally went to aee her brother •~d her 

granc!l:tatner. 

on a certain tear, ~.:.oaitU got lila.rl'ied ana the dowr¥ 

oattle were taken bt KobecJ1 beoa'Jae it waa he Who waa ber 

brother, but Kobedi aave one to hia maternal uncle because 

bia ·••ternal unole Ytaa tr.e one who ate tbe beada o~ alaugbtered 

oattle o~ nla aiater's oblluren. r .. obedl d14 not provide for 

t.be ouilureu ot hia 010\her, be aelc:l t,,ey were not tne Chlldren 

of nia rat.mu.•, but k1a did a1Ye hie mother 'Wbat ne ••• able to 

&1Ye her, ~troou). 
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A dselllflB bouae belonae "to t,.o wi.to, tue i.attir oorn 

belon-"a kt 'tbe Wit"e rwbocly elae cuu oor,trvl .~.t, tnat 1a to sa)' 

't11at u. la aue 'Wbo slvee the oniloren f'oou. I:f' a peraon 

OOtAea to aak rJ.Jr ttatt1.r oorn, be muat aak ft'om thd 1rite and 

not trom the •an. The wife 1a the one who abould tell h•r 

hueband. Even it 1\ tnay be eo, the authority reeta with the 

w1.te, tt she d•:ea not want, nobody oan do anything. Viben • 

woman baa tate" a jo•2rney-, the o""!Udren aboulc1 nit 'tor their 

111other. that 1e to say that their rat· er will tell them that 

in the abaenoe ot yo·u• r1other 1 am pcwerleaa. Everything is 

in her banos. 1'he O-tttle kraal belongs to the husband, the 

w1te baa no co~trol over it, but the husband also, cannot 

sell a beaat w1t11out tellina toe wu•a. ~lthougn be tall• 

b1a W11"e, that doea not •an that aha will have anythins 

to ea7, he ~•rely 1nror~ he• eo tbat ana ahould know .-at 
~ 

the unabaod naa done. A dwell1na houae ia the 1nher1tane• 

vf t .. e laat bo.Pn son or ttaugbter, the cattle uaal aa Hll. 

Tbe eluer aoua will build their own uouaea whel'eYer t.,ey 

lJ.&a. ~.oetJ.u.aa cattle are bo!Jght •1th utt"1r oorn, tue 

OHtt-• atelon& to ti:£e buabana ana hie wi:t"e, it ia their joint 

poaseaaion aa the~ ""re bouaht with itatt1r oorn. Jut thoaa 

which are earned by the husband's labour are hie aole 

property. Cattle bought with ka!N'1r corn, ~e:aale children are 

t1•en SO'"H!J o't tbe oelTee, beca•JH their mother alao laboured, 

kar~1r corn belongs to h~r •~d it ts onder her control, abe 

wnrlte4 1~ t'"'e la"lda. T'ha oattie ear·1ed bJ the h'laba·;d 

belo·ng to the !'l.a·~e ch1ldl"en. The f'eaale ch.llaren can be 

It ::.eana 

that t;,e wo:aan bad nothing w1 tb her wnen ahe ca ae to ner 

huaban4 on ttJeir narrlase. 

get nothing of th .. cattle. 

,_.bat 18 wey tbe f'e ,,ale onild.ren 
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All the i\att1r corn that 18 reaped tro.n the lands 

belong& to the •·1:f'e anc1 ber f'ar1lly. 8ut although tlle kaftir 

oorn la 11 ;der the w1re• a control, ahe maat always :.1alr.e a report 

to iler huaband anythlns aha •• ·lta to do with the ao.rn. l:f' her 

~otner'e people atarve and ah.e wiaLea to sive tt.1ei11, ane a~uat 

ir•.t'-'1'!..1 uer ututbaod. ijbe can then g1Ya the:-~'. as 11tJ(~~ aa abe want a 

tv &1•e t~utua• lf ana oilooaea not to jl.Ye tt1ea, atl:.ut L:la~ do 

eo. iJhe wi.l.l 883 to ue.r huabaad t .ere ie no k.attlr oorn and 

tbe nuabanct wUl not •a1 anytn tug. It ,aeana be has no 

control oYer the katrir corn. 

Sls•••· 
You do not often t1nd alavea. Some people d16 have 

elavea. The1 tonnd ther, going aatray having loat oontaot 

with their people. These people just lived with tnoae ~ouple 

who co!1ld provlde thctiJI with t'ood. They liv.O with tbe::l and 

worked !'o~ them as tbelr eervsnta. SlaYee were not i)ouah~ aa 

1n :rac:t a human beins 1a ne'fer aold. The abler had thU'Yante 

He aekeu the people to come and help h~B 

wnen there waa •· rlt to be done. After that be aent the,il 

away ang aot. otiie.~.•a auc:s so on. The.Y IJld not atay pe.rnanentl7 

•1t.h binae ~•ben tbe tillUI tlt8,i UatY. l1vea tt·,ere Up1rea, tlle¥ 

juet I/,4J aWe¥. wo .• ustl.luea t.ney Just tell b1:1l toat tne,y are 

tired, aua pcru•pe t.hey ao •••1 to do tnelr own work. lie will 

le't the;u 110 1 anci he w1J.l so and .fitld othera to repleaoe tbern. 

I.f a person ia brought into subjection a.ft~r a •ar, that 

person belonga to the chief', he will etay at the oh1et•a place. 

Sornett"'ea he eYen aete "'larrted d•1rtng hie etay there. He 

doea not etay wtth ordtnary people. Tboee then arc the chie~'a 

a· a vee who do not go .,.,,...,ere else. They cannot be sold. 

jjo,:•est 1g ·)Di.•jlB. 

Cattle: The· be.o ·~to buaband tand wit'e, but they are under 
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the huaband'a control, he ha~ the ~ower to do anything he 

11ltea wtth them. If" a h•labantJ tJ1ee end they have cattle, 

the~ are ta~en by the ~ather o~ the deeeaaed, 1t ta be who look• 

af.'ter thtrn. -4 t'lJe wo11an wtll also be ol'lder the gttard1anah1p 

nr her :tatner-in-law. The wo~nan dceax not control o~.:~ttl.e, 

abe only controls household sooda. lt the ouaband die a aud 

tbey have no children the cattle belona to the ueoeaaeda 

huaband'a f'ather. He will d1Y1de tbe111 aaona his children. 

If a ob1ld 18 given a head ot cattle, it belonga +o it in 

na:ue, it 1a bla f'Mther'•· JUa rather duea what he ll"ea 

be ~ivea tbe;~t o•tt..le but the~ •re h1a, be doea w •• at he lilr.ea 

witt. tnem. Tbeae obiluren W1.&.l oontrul the:a when tue.v are 

aal'r1ed, wben tneil' rather haa given tller.:s tu thn. It ie 

then that they bave control over t:ierJa. Before they are :~arried, 

the cattle belona to the old ~n even 1r he baa given the~ to 

the!'l. Ir a ,..n haa onlJ' a daughter, thoae cattle are taken 

by the da•1ghter when ahe ia married. It doea not mean that 

ahe ta going to e:xerc1ae control over them, they are here in 

'1'bat ia to ••Y cattle were paid •• dowr1 ror ber 

now those with Which he co·1u!a :rrom her people•' hocno, are 

not hera. The man •ho married er doea What be likea with 

them, no one 1a go1~ to aay a word. l'e·1ale oil!luren ere 

never given o~tt.l.e, tbat .1a to aa7 that tne;.r 1'Auat pro(luce 

cattle (cattle •uat be paid aa dowry :ror tt1at1J, that ia 

Wby o•t'l.le are never marked o1Jt aad al•en \u the~n. 

~ometl.IAea a -1an ia given cattle by another to lvo& at'ter them 

on bla oehaJ.t \..~•at'laaJ not tuat. tle la aiveo •• a preeent. ae 

J...,oka a:tter taeCR, beuet"ita t'rura rtilkina tn•a· Ue haa no autho­

rity to do •• he pleaae& w1tll thalD. Tbe "•ner tak.ea them aRy 

wbenevc-=r he deairea without aaiL1n& aniltod¥• tie J•1at tells 

bim that •1 want the cattle now... lben a rnan keep a lent 

cattle, he ie not their owner. That ia wn, the Batawana 

bave • ~roverb Whloh aaya "When a man continue• to •tk •1lk 
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• ... af'iea' cattle, h£ shoula ellraya k.eep a wa.tcb on t,,,e footpath 

to aee it ttle own•r 1a co.a1ug. lt' a ::1au has cattle, thet are 

h1a propert7, be baa the eole control over them even bla 

Jotmae• and elder brothers have nothing to do with tb•n tbe7 

are hie only. He (JI)es what he likes 1tith them. It he w1s:1ea 

to alsu«htes-, he does so, 1t he wiahea to aell 9 he does eo, 

he geta pe.rr'l1aa1on f!-011 nobody. B'lt when a ~:tan keepa catt:e 

t'o.r a'lcther rnan {"fta:f1sa) • he hae the :right it there are oxen, 

to tnepan them and work w1tb ttle~, he cannot how&ver, sell 

thent or ala~~tlt :r ther!t 1 the right ne duea not possess. 

Tbere are eo ;e cattle wnicb go astra~ at t1:aea. Wherever 

they get to, ttley re~:taln there amongst otller pewplea• outtle. 

Xbeae cattle, even it tt1e7 ll'la.Y ata.r at. t:•e cattle-posts o-r 

ot.Jer people and nut at t11e Ot.t itJ.e posta ot t.he lr owners, 

tiU!tJ tlaYe nu r1~bt to do us tllei wish wltn tnn. After t•~ 

yeara tue ohier emaaona e J-egl;,nent of youna :nen to su an'J aearob 

ror tt.• owt.tle that nave gone aetray. ~ben ttley are brouAJht, 

an an110uncement 1& »aaln maae that a.:.l whoa• cattle haYe gone 

aatray ehonld oo~e end inspect then in order to at find thetra. 

1'btt 'tnoletmed onea are taken bY' the chief', tbe7 beoo··~• hia 

property. Y.!e hal ttte rlght to poeeeaa them because they were 

nnclat~T~ed Whe'l"l the anno•1noement wae "!!ade f'or all to cc ·;e and 

:t'tnd the1ra. B'e does what. he l1kea with them. It a head 

of' cattle ta lost and 1t ataya 1'1 a ;:um'a cattle uaal, he 

l~>ok.a tor its owner, by itak1na 1~·qu1r1ea tro.u tHe people or 

at the cattle-ponte. lt' 1t nappene to uie While it ia witn 

hie cattle, b.e rnat.ea a • report to the ot11et. Ita caeat ia 

taken to tt1e "kaotla" and the men eat th• rlleat there. 

.2Jl!!Q• Uo!!ta ami yo,;~. 

the cuntrol vf' tr;e aan. 

They a.~so belo~1g to !ilSn, they &re tmuer 

A 1fo.fuan t1as no power oYer tntm. The 
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111ao doee wnat he l1k.~~ with th•n· 

cnllaren a£14 a.re elver; t.o t.he .... 

X32/13 

tne;r a.re rna.rked out ~·.Yl' 

'lhe.t hav• no control over 

tae;a, tbe1 tu•o the1ra in na·~• onll· Ttuay tt.re tlnder tti8 control 

ot t.t.4.1r t'.at1.er, lle •ella tue .• t, itl<Sd6ht-rro tuerD •• He pJ.eMaea. 

'l'ue.; G~l"u Ju at l J.K.e cattle, .and thtt.ro ia DO c.Ut't'erc.-.oe •• tar 

8tlf t,,ct ~ io OtJLXhJ.f,.ed • 

.-!Ill aud i'o!ll& Theae are the property ut the • U'e. The 

unaban4 baa no control over tnem. But the •tt•e cannot do 

what ahe l1kea with them without telling the husband. If ane 

want a to ala,lghter a f'oWl, •he nt•Jt!tt tell bttr hnaband, b•Jt she 

wtll alaughter it beraelf' and not the hnabent1. !'be huaband 

ata~a af'ar e~d oo~•• nowhere near. He ia on17 given ita 

·teat to eat. If' cit pereon aek.a to be g1 ven a rowl, by the 

w1f'e, at-te 1~f'or:ne t11e huabs~,d 11" she •tanea to give it to 

th~t person. Then She can give it as ahe pleaaee. tbe aa>ae 

appliea to ~ p1ga. 

L;uea aqu Ga£dene.. 1'he land belongs to the cbiett a td tribe. 

I~ belonga to t:;e tribe because tlle oh1etta1nah1~ ot a oniet 

is dependant upon the t.&-lbe. 11" he naa no aub3ecta ti&en 

Tiley are the inberi tance ot 

their ahiluren. It they w1ah to exchange with tue oti•ere, 

they do ao •• the7 please, the o ief" baa no ••1 ln that. It 

they w1eh to sell the~ to other people, they are at liberty 

to do eo. The land balonga to the chle~ and tribe. The 

ch :ter oal'\not aell 1 t w1 thotJt cona•Jl t1ng the trtbe. Si-n1larly, 

the tribe cannot aell it without the conaent of the onlet. 

Melato Retshita•ana • 
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