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i_dvoda: The Lo.:sehold goods beiong to wife and

busbaud, the assjorit, belong to the wife, they are :noer the
wire's countrol. The husbauda also ocontrols tuen but he hes no
right t. give tuem awsy to other people. A person cannot come
to ask property belonging to the housetbold rro.: s man. Iie or
she must esk from the woman. when 8 house is built, it is
not built for the man., The husband bullds forx the wife, to
live in 1t and to control it together with the goods in it,
Frooks and ekin mats belong to the woman, little wcoden bowls,
pots, water pots a-d chisels belong to the woman. The husband
has no cdutrol aver tiem. The hnsband buys these artic_es,
he does n.t contrul the ., when he nas bought them, tiey are
is wife's, It is t.e inheritance of uer children. Tne
husband does not go nesr tueu, even if he happens to die, the
frocke will be taken by the (girls, wothers, things like
pots, water pots, chisels, they belong to tne children, they
are left untoucued to walt for tuem to grow. .uven if their
Tather aay asrry aactaer woaman, these sre untouched, toey

Just resaln tuere until they aere ised by the children when
they are yrown up. The woaan glso, wie:. tuese articles are
under tier control, she shaures the control with tne husband,
when a person asks for a water pot, she must inforam her
husband that soneone has esked for the water pot. The
husband will say "The goods belong to you, do what you
think best”., Tye wife will then either give the ~erson
the article or refise with it. A woman ocannot refus: a nerson

sonething wit'iont telling her husband beca:wme the next day
the person nay tell the husband of this wonen tiat ue had
asked soaething from his wilfe aud sne eit .er gave him or
refused. Thie woild offend the husband. lie would realiss that

the wife just does ss she likes.
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Goods belonging to the husba d are controlled solely by hinm,
the wife dces not share their control, erticles like trousers,
axes, sssegais, riens and yokes. If tue h:sba:d dies, these
things are the property of his c¢hildren, but the trousers
arc taken by hie bdruthers, they divide tiiem amongst themselvea.
The otuer articlies are given 4u tue ohildren who will use
thec when tuey are gruwn up., If tielir sotuer happens to be
warried by anotuer usn, tueir fatuer's guods are theirs.
Tuis wan does not touch thean, they are left io tue ocare of their
granafatiieres until such tiae as they are fouud it to use then.
it 1s wien soue of them are married alresdy, then their
grandfather will cell them together with tueir mother and
tell then adout these goods in the presence of thelr mother
and say "Here is the property of the father of the children,
now thet they are married, they may take them and meke
nse of them, bnt the man who hes ~arried their mother does
not come nesr this property smix and he hes no say whatever

in then.

Nthone had aarried .sditlhokos, they had two children,
a boy and & girl, Kobedi and Mosidi. OUne day Nthoue was bitten
by & snake, he fell 1il and eventially died. arter his death,
santhone the trousers of Nthone andAdlvlacd them between
Nthone's younger brotuners. ae did not touch any other
articies, ue left them alone. But Hanthone wse looking
after the wife of Nthone, tilling for her ard doing everythiug
for her. uw&uriug a certelin year Maditlhokos was married by
another men by the nsne of Kanoteamal., .fter merrying her,
he did not pay dowry for her Rgnthone went to Renotsamai,
end said to her, “Man of the Batlhaku tride, I hsve
nothing to say except thet since you have married this woman,

I am taking tsking away the belongings of Nthone, to keep

m/
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the: on beha.f of hias children, so thet soxe time in the future
when they ars grovnj;L, I should hand them over to them, and

80 that there should be no trouble between them snd the ohildren
you will heve by ¥Maditlhokoe. I sm thankfn)l that you are
marrying this wonan. look after her for me. "Kobedix wae
slready a bigf man bat MYosidi was stil) very young., 8he
rensined with her mother. Kobedi went away with his grandfsather.
They took all the cuttie except one which would provide.

Mosidl with nilk while she was living with her mother.

They also took the riens and thie axe until Kobedi became a men
big enough. after Kobedi wes :arried, Ranthone celled Madi-
tlhokoa the wmother of Xobedi and he said, "dother of Kobedi,
re.eaber now that Xv.edl is anarried, he must now provide for
bhis wife aud his sister dosiai. Here are his father's eattle
and the rieus, t.e axe and the assegal. 1 am handlng tuea
over to him in your 3 presence"., Mesditlhokoa then esid

“Father 1 do hesr you, Xobedi 1s the one who should teke

care of his sister Mosidi®, Ranthone produced the axe, the
riems and the assegei and he handed them over to Kobedi.
Kobedix and hie sister olspped hands (thanked). He pointed
ont the cattle too to Kobedi, his sister and liaditlhokos thelr
mother. But they continsed to remain in the eattle kraal

of their grandfat:er. Mosidl retnrned to their house with

rer mother she occasionslly went to see her brother and her
grandfather,

On a cortain yesr, ..08ldi got mnarried and the dowry
cattle were taken by Kobedl becauss it was he who wes hepr
brother, but Kobedli gave one to his maternal uncle because
bis .mternal uncle was tue one who ate the heads of slaughtered
cattle of his sister's chllursn. :obedil dld not provide for
the cuiluren of Lis mother, he ssid tuey were not the children
vl his father, but ue did give his mother what e was adble to

glve her, (froocks).

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2017.



8215 dy~ 44
K3z/13

, A dwelling house belongs to tue wife, tue kaffir corn
belongs to the wile nubody eise cuu control i, tast is to say
sust it is sce who gives the conildren food. If a person
oomes to ask for kaffir corn, he must ask fron thex wife and
not from the man. The wife is the one who Should tell her
husbands, Even if it may be 80, the suthority rests with the
wife, 1f ghe d~es not want, nobody can do snything. Vhen s
worman has taken a jonrmey, the chilaicn should wait for their
mother, thet 18 to say that treir fat er will tell them that
in the abaence of yonr wother 1 am powerless. Kverything is
in her hands. The c:ttle kraal belongs to the husband, the
wife has no control over it, but the husband also, cannot
8ell a beaat without telling tue wifae. although he tells
his wife, that does not mean that she will have snything

to say, he uwerely informs her so that she should know what
the unsband nas done. A dwelling houss is the 1nhcr1t&d;;
of t.e iast born gon or deughter, the cattle krasl as well.
The sluer sons will bulld their own uouses whersver t.ey
like. Goanetlues oattie sre bought with keff'ir corn, tue
catt.e belong to tue husband and his wife, it ie thelr joint
possession as the; ure bought with kaffir corn. But those
which sre esrned by the husband's lebour are his scle
prorerty. Cattle bought with ksffir corn, feasle children are
given some of the celves, because their mother also laboured,
kaffir corn Bolongu to hep and it is under her control, she
worked 1in the lgnds. The cattle ear-ed by the hnsbad
belong tv the ma'e children. The fensle chlidren can bdbe
give froa thes 1f taeir futher wishes to do so. It «eans
that tue woaan had nothing ;1th her when she cause to her
huaband on tLeir narriage. That 1s why the fs.mle ohildren

get notqlng of them ocattle.
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All the Kaffir corn that 18 reaped froa the lands
belongs to the wife and her faaily. Sut although the kaffir
corn 1s u.der the wife's control, she must aiways 1ske a report
to aner husband anything sne wa:te to do with the corn. If her
aother's psople starve and ane wisias to give tuea, she must
iufora her nusbaod. dhe can then give the: as aucn es she wents
to give tiga. If she oucoses not to giveuincu, slhe uay do
80. She will say to uer husband ¢t .ere is no kaffir corn and
the husband will not sey anythiag. 1t neans he has no

control over the kaffir corn.

Slgvgs-

You do not often find slaves. Some people 314 have
slaves. They found then going astray heving lost contact
with their people. These pecple just lived with those peuple
who con1d provide thea with food. They livea with theu and
worked for theu as their servants. Slaves were not oougnht as
in fact @ hunan being is never sold., The chief had servants
but nuot slaves. He asked the people to cone and help him
when there was w. rk to be done. after that he aent thea
aWay #nd ygot othiers and 80 on. They dlid not stay pernanently
with him. when the time they huve lived there expires, they
Juest go away. woustlues they Just tell hian tuat they are
tired, ana peruaps they go away to do taelr own work. ie will

let then go, and he wiil go snd find others to replusce thean.
If 2 person is brought into subjection aftcr a war, thet
person belongs to the chief, he will stay at the chief's place.
Sometimes he even gets merried during his stay there. He

does not stay with ordinary people, Those then are the chief's

2 sves who do not go snyw .ere else. They cannot be sold.

Cattle: The b8 o0 ., to husband and wife, but they are under
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the husband's control, he has the power to do anything he
likes with thenm, If & husbhband dies eand they have cattle,
they are taken by the father of the deceased, it 18 he who looks
atter then. ~The wonan will aleoc be under the gusrdianship

of her father-in-law. The wosan dcesx not control cattle,
she only controls household goods. If the husband dies and
they have no children the cattle bslong to the deceaseds
husband's father. He will divide then asong his children.
If a child ia given a head of cattle, it belongs to it in
naae, it is nis futher's. JHis fsther does what he likes
with it. Tue onild has no say. 1f & .aen has male children,
be gives then cuttlie but they eres his, ne does w.at he likes
with them. These onlldren wi.l contrul then when they are
married, when their father uas given thean tv them. 1t is

then that they heve control over tiem. Before they are .arried,
the cattle belong to the cld men even if he has given then to
them. If g man has only a daughter, those csttle are taken

by the daughter when she is merried. It does not mesn that
she is going te exercise control over them, they are hers in

e Sl 38 That'i. to iay cattle were paid as dowry for lLer

nov those with which he cones from her peoples’ home, are

not hers. The man who married er does what he likes with
them, no one 18 going to esy e word, Feiale onlludren are
never given cuttle, that is to say that the; must produce
cattle (cattle wmust be paid as dowry for them;, that ia

why cutiie sre never marked ont and glven to thea.

dometlues & uan is given cattie by anotner to luok after them
on his beha.f (uafisa;) not tuat ne is given as a present. e
lvoks efter tiem, beuefits from :llking thea. Iie hes no auatho-~
rity to do se he pleases with then. The owner takes them away
whenever he desires withoot asking an,%ody. tie juat tedls

him that "I went the csttle now". When a wen keeps lent
cattle, he is not thelir owner. That is why the Betawena

have 8 proverd which says "When s man continues to mix milk
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'asfise' cattle, Le should slways keep s wetch on tue footpath
to see 1f thns owner is coilug. If s usn Lss cattle, they are
his property, he has the scule control over them even hias
younger and elder brothers have nothing to do with then they
are his only. He does what he likes with them. If he wishes
to elaughter, he does 8o, if he wishes to sell, he does o,

he gete permission from nobody. Bnt when s man keeps cattle
for another mgn {msfiesa), he has the right if there are oxen,
to inspan them and work with thex, he cannot howsver, sell

them or slanght r thes, the right ne does not possess.

There are 8o :e acattle which go astray st tiazes. Wherever
they get to, they resaln there amongst other peoples' cuttle.
These cattiec, even if they may stay at tie osttle-posts of
ot..er psople and nut at the cuttie posts of thelr owners,
they have no right to do as the, wish witu them. after two
years tue chief eumaons e reginent of young men to go awi sesrch
for tue cuttle that have gone astray. khen they are brougnt,
an snnouncement is sgein made that a.l whose cattie have gone
astray shonld oome and inspect then in order to Bt find theirs.
The "meleimed ones are taken by the chief, they becoe his
property. He has the right to rossess them because they were
nnelaired when the snnoincement wae made for all to coe and
£1nd theirs. Fe does whet he 11kes with them. If a head
of cattle is Jost and it stays in & san'e cattle krssl, he
l.oks for its owner, by uaking 1i:.quiries frou tues people or
at the cattle-posts., If it happens to die while it is with
hie cattle, he makes & £ report to tiue ohief. Its msat is

taken to the "kgotle" and the men eat the meat there.

heep, Hoats gud Logs. They a.so belong to asn, they are under

the control of tue aan. A woaen has no power over tuem, The
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men does wiasl he lik<o with thea. Tney are marked out fur
children and sre given to tuei. They have no control over
tueas, they ure tuelrs 1n nause only. They are under tue control
of tieir futuer, he sells tus., slaughters tuem a® ne pleuses,
Taey are just like cattle, and there is no differs ce gs far

88 tiat 18 Qunter..ed.

&dgs ang Fowles, 7Thease are the property of the wife. The
uusband hae no control over them.  But the wife cannot do
what she likees with them without telling the husband. I1If sne
wants to slaughter a fowl, she mnst tell her hnaband, but she
will slsughter it herself and nnt.thc hoeband. The husband
sta~de afar and comes nowhere near., He is only given 1ti
eat to eat. If &« person seks to be given a fowl, by the
wvife, ste iafornes tie husband if she wisnes to give it to
thst person. Then sue can give it as she pleases., The ssae

appliea tou gx pige.

Landg saa Gardens. The land belongs to tae chief ad tribe.
it belongs to t.e trlbe because the cnieftainship of a onief

is depandant upon the tribve. If he aas uo subjects tuen

he 1is no cajef at all. The calef aces to 1t that a.l tue
people Lave Laids e ploughe Fle.us beloug tu esch and every
woinan Who 18 uwaflied, t.ey sr¢ unuer the conirul of tie wives
and f$uelr wusbsuds Jointly. They sre the inheritance of
their chiludren, If they wish to exchange with tue otiers,
they do 80 as they plesse, the ¢ ief has no sey in that. Ir
they wish to sell them to other people, they sre at liberty

to do so, The land belongs to the chief and tribe. The
chief cannot sell 1t withont consulting the tribe, Sinilerly,

the tribe cannot sell it without the consent of the chlef.

Melato Ratehitseana,
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