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APPENDIX A 

ORPHANED LEARNER PICTURE AND NARRATION 
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APPENDIX B 
 
EXAMPLE OF REFLECTIVE JOURNAL ENTRY AFTER INTERVIEW 
SESSION 
 

INTERVIEW WITH STUDENT NUMBER 14 

DATE 8-2-2006 

 

Student number 14 was the first learner I interviewed. The learner talks about a friend 

who is HIV positive. She changes and becomes very emotional when she is referring to 

her friend. The learner talks of caring for her friend. I need to explore the kind of care 

she extends to her friend. She seems to have a strong dislike towards people who talk ill 

of her friend. My assumption from the interview is that L 14 feels sorry for her friend and 

in the process, suppresses her own feelings of being an orphan. What is of concern to L14 

is how other people respond to her friend and to her. What surprised me is the learner’s 

strong negative feeling and irritation when people ask her how she feels. Could she be in 

a stage of denial or could it be her way of coping with the situation? I need to explore 

this line of thinking further. 

 

The learner also uses the phrase “laugh at you” I am not sure of what she means. She 

says that when you reveal your HIV status they laugh at you – laughing in this context is 

not an expression of a happy feeling. The term laughing could have different meanings. 

Secondly, the learner says that when you tell people how you feel about being an orphan, 

they laugh at you. Again I am not sure what laughter means in the second case. They 

laugh at you when you cannot pay for trips and they hide their faces so that the teacher 

does not see them laugh. I will explore what laughing means in the three instances to 

understand what the learner is experiencing. “Who” are “they”- teachers? Peers? Or 

the community… 
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APPENDIX C 

 
ETHICAL CLEARANCE LETTER -1 
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ETHICAL CLEARANCE LETTER- 2 
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PERMISSION LETTERS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
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APPENDIX E 
 
SUMMARY OF RESEARCH ACTIVITY AND DATE OF FIELD VISITS FRAME 
 
DATES RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 

26 – 1 - 2006 First meeting in school A. Talked with the Deputy principal and the 
teachers about my research. Gathered information on background of 
the school. Time duration 1 hour. 

2 – 2 - 2006 First meeting with the learners in school A. Introducing myself to the 
learners and the study. Draw and write session with the learners. 
Time duration 45 minutes. 

8 – 2 - 2006 First set of face-to-face interviews with three learners in school A. 
Discussions of the drawings and follow up questions. Time duration 2 
hours. 

15 – 2- 2006 I went to school A but could not do the interviews because the 
learners were dismissed early because the teachers had to go for a 
special meeting. 

21 - 2- 2006 First visit in school B. Talked with the principal about the research. 
Information about the background of the school. Talked with the 
educators informing them of my research. Time duration 2 hours. 

27 - 2 -2006 Interview the HOD of school B senior phase (educator Mtalala) Time 
duration 1hour 15 minutes. 

3 – 3 -2006 First meeting with learners in school B. I introduced myself and 
explained what my study is about. Draw and write session with the 
learners. Time duration 1 hour 30 minutes. 

10 –3 -2006 First set of face-to-face interviews with the learners in school B. 
Discussion of the drawings and follow up questions. Time duration 2 
hours 15 minutes. 

23 – 3 - 2006 Second set of face to face interviews with learners in school B. Time 
duration 2 hours. 

24 – 3 - 2006 Second set of face to face interviews with three learners in school A. 
Time duration 2 hours 

4 – 5 -2006 First interviews with the educators, School A- Mabena. Time 
duration 50minutes 

8 – 5 - 2006 Face to face interview with educator, School A- Selepe. Time 
duration 45 minutes.  

12 – 5- 2006 Face to face interview with educator, School A - Khumalo at her 
house. Time duration 1 hour 15 minutes. 

20 – 5 - 2006 Face to face interview with educator, School A -Chabalala at her 
house. 1 hour 

26 – 5 - 2006 Face to face interview with educator, B-  Malope, 45 Minutes 
2 – 6 - 2006 Face to face interview with educator Mokoena, 50 Minutes 
16 – 6 - 2006 Face to face interview with educator Dube, 1 Hour 
5 – 10 - 2006 Member checking with educators in school A -1 hour 10 minutes. 
12 – 10 - 2006 Member checking with educators in school B- 1 hour 20 minutes. 
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APPENDIX F 

EXAMPLE OF CHOOSEN DRAWING AND MEMO,  
 

 
  

 
Memo 
 
Motivation for choosing the student 

L 4 has strong negative feeling about his father. There was an indication of outright 
hatred and even pretence that he does not have a father. What surprised me were the 
emotions that were rooted in the feeling of not being able to forgive his father for not 
burying his mother. L 4 draws the father as a man with an angry face. I am very curious 
to talk to him because he indicated that he wants to tell his story. 
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Appendix G 
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Appendix H 
 
School A: Learners (drawings) selected 
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APPENDIX I 

 
Drawings and Narrations of learners in School B:  
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