OOM PAUL'S PEOPLE

CHAPTER 1
SOUTH AFRICA OF THE PRESENT TIME

THE population of South Africa may be di-
vided into three great classes of individuals:
First, those who are only waiting for the time
when they will be able to leave the country—
the Uitlanders; second, those who hope that
that time rhay speedily. come—the native-born
whites; and, third, those who have no hope at
all—the negroes.

The white population, south of the Zam-
bezi River, is almost as large as the population
of the city of Philadelphia. Half of the popu-
lation is Boer, or of Dutch extraction, while
the remainder consists of the other*Afrikanders
and the Uitlanders. The Afrikander class com-
prises those persons who were born in the

country but of European descent, while the
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Uitlanders are the foreigners who are, for the
most part, only temporary residents. The
negro population is estimated at five millions,
divided into many tribes and scattered over
many thousand miles of territory, but united
in the common cause of subdued hostility to-
ward the whites.

The discovery and first settlement of South
Africa were made about the same time that
America was being won from the Indians; but,
instead of having a people that united in the
one object of making a great and influential
nation, South Africa is rent asunder by political
intrigue, racial antagonism, and internal jeal-
ousies and strife. The Dutch and Boers have
their mutual enemies, the Uitlanders; the Cape
Colonists are unfriendly with the Natalians, yet
unite to a great extent in opposing the Dutch
and Boers; while all are the common enemy of
the black race.

Strife is incessant in the country, and a uni-
fication of interests is impossible so long as
the enmity continues. Meanwhile the natural
growth and development of the country are
retarded, and all classes suffer like consequences.
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A man who is capable of healing all the differ-
ences and uniting all the classes in a common
bond of patriotism will be the saviour of the
country, and far greater than Kruger or Rhodes.
A fugitive bit of verse that is heard in all parts
of South Africa affords a clearer idea of the
country than can be given in pages of detailed
description. With a few expurgations, the
verse is:

¢ The rivers of South Africa have no waters,
The birds no song, the flowers no scent;
The child you see has no father,
The whites go free, while the negroes pay the rent.”

A person who has derived his impressions of
the physical features of the continent of Africa
from books generally concludes that it is either
a desert or a tropical wilderness throughout.
South Africa combines these two features in
such a way that the impression need not be
entirely shattered, and yet it is not a truthful
one.

South Africa is at once a tropical garden,
a waterless desert, a fertile plain, and a moun-
tainous wilderness. It has all the distinctions
of soil, climate, and physical features that are
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to be found anywhere in the world, and yet in
three hundred years less than half a million
persons have found its variety agreeable enough
to become permanent residents. Along the
coast country, for one hundred miles inland,
the territory is as fertile as any in the world,
the climate salubrious, and the conditions for
settlement most agreeable. Beyond that line
is another area of several hundred miles which
consists chiefly of lofty tablelike plateaus and
forest-covered mountains.

Farther inland is the Great Karroo, a desert
of sombre renown, and beyond that the great
rolling plains of the Kimberley region, the
Orange Free State, and the Transvaal. Here,
during the dry season, the earth is covered
with brown, lifeless grass, the rays of the sun
beat down perpendicularly, and great clouds of
yellow dust obscure the horizon. No trees or
bushes are seen in a half-thousand-mile journey,
the great broad rivers are waterless, and the
only live objects are the lone Boer herders and
their thirsty flocks.

A month later the rainy season may com-
mence, and then the landscape becomes more
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animated. Rains, compared with which the
heaviest precipitations of the north temperate
zone are mere drizzles, continue almost inces-
santly for weeks; the plain becomes a tropical
garden, and the traveller sees some reasons for
that part of the earth’s creation.

In the midst of these plains, and a thousand
miles from the Cape of Good Hope, are the
gold mines of the Randt, richer than California
and more valuable than the Klondike. . The
wonder is that they were ever discovered, and
almost as marvellous is it that any one should
remain there sufficiently long to dig a thou-
sand feet below the surface to secure the hid-
den wealth. Farther north are the undevel-
oped countries, Mashonaland and Matabeleland,
the great lakes, and the relics of the civiliza-
tion that is a thousand years older than ours.

According to the American standard, the
most uninhabitable part of South Africa is the
Transvaal, that inland territory of sun and plain,
which has its only redeeming feature in its un-
derground wealth. Had Nature placed her
golden treasure in the worthless XKalahari
Desert, it would have been of easier access than

[a]
-
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in the Transvaal, and worthy of a plausible ex-
cuse, But, excluding the question of gold, no
one except the oppressed Boers ever had the
weakest reason for settling in countries so un-
natural, unattractive, and generally unproduc-
tive as the Transvaal and the Orange Free
State.

Cape Colony and Natal, the two British
colonies on the coast, are the direct opposites
of the Transvaal and the Orange Free State
in physical and climatic conditions. The colo-
nies are comfortably settled, the soil is marvel-
lously productive, negro labour is cheap, and
everything combines to form the foundation
for a great nation.

Cape Town, the city where every one is
continually awaiting the arrival of the next mail
steamer from England, and the capital of Cape
Colony, is a modern city of fifty thousand in-
habitants, mostly English. It was the metrop-
olis of the country until Johannesburg was born
in a day, and caused it to become a mere point
in transit. The city has electric lights, electric
street railways, fine docks, excellent railways
into the interior, and all the other attributes
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of an English city, with the possible exception
that it requires a four-weeks’ passage to reach
London.

It is a city of which Englishmen are proud,
for its statue of Queen Victoria is beautiful,
the Government society is exclusive, “ Tommy
Atkins ”’ is there in regiments, and the British
flag floats on every staff. Cape Town, too, is
the home of the politicians who manage the
Colonial Office, which in turn has charge of
the South African colonial affairs. Two cable
lines lead from South Africa to London, and
both dive into the ocean at Cape Town, where
live Cecil J. Rhodes, Sir Alired Milner, and the
other politicians who furnish the cablegrams
and receive the replies. Farther north on the
east coast, about three days’ sail around the
Cape, is the colony of Natal, peaceful, para-
disaical, and proud. Taken by conquest from
the Zulus a half century ago, it has already
distanced its four-times-older competitor,
Cape Colony, in almost all things that pertain
to the development of a country. Being fif-
teen hundred miles farther from ILondon
than Cape Town, it has escaped the political



8 OOM PAUL'S PEOPLE

swash of that city, and has been able to plough
its own path in the sea of colonial settle-
ment.

Almost all of Natal is included in the fer-
tile coast territory, and consequently has been
able to offer excellent inducements to intend-
ing settlers. The majority of these have been
Scotchmen of sturdy stock, and these have
established a diminutive Scotland in South
Africa, and one that is a model for the entire
continent. Within the last year the colony has
annexed the adjoining country of the Zulus,
which, even if it accomplishes nothing more
practical, increases the size of the colony. Dur-
ban, the entry port of the colony, is the New-
port of South Africa, as well as its Colorado
Springs. Its wide, palm-and-flower-fringed
streets, its ’ricksha Zulus, its magnificent sub-
urbs, and its healthful climate combine to make
Durban the finest residence city on the Dark
Continent. Pietermaritzburg, the capital of the
colony, on the other hand, has nothing but its
age to commend it. The colony produces vast
quantities of coffee, tea, sugar, and fruits, al-
most all of which is marketed in Johannesburg,
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in the Transvaal, which is productive of noth-
ing but gold and strife.

The Orange Free State, which, with the
Transvaal, form the only non-English states in
South Africa, also lies in the plain or veldt
district, and is of hardly any commercial impor-
tance. Three decades ago it found itself in al-
most the same situation with England as the
Transvaal is to-day, but, unlike the South Afri-
can republic, feared to demand its rights from
the British Government. At that time the Kim-
berley diamond mines were discovered on ac-
knowledged Free State soil. England pur-
chased an old native chief’s claims, which had
been disallowed by a court of arbitration, and
pushed them as its own. The Free State was
weak, and agreed to forfeit its claim in return
for a sum of four hundred and fifty thousand
dollars. The mines, now owned by a syndi-
cate, of which Cecil J. Rhodes is the head, have
yielded more than four hundred million dollars’
worth of diamonds since the Free State ceded
them to England for less than half a million
dollars.

The natives, who less than one hundred
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years ago ruled the whole of South Africa with
the exception of a small fraction of Cape Col-
ony and several square miles on the east coast,
have been relegated by the advances of civiliza-
tion, until now they hold only small territories,
or reservations, in the different colonies and
republics. They are making slow progress in
the arts of civilization, except in Cape Colony,
where, under certain conditions, they are al-
lowed to exercise the franchise, and on the
whole have profited but little by the advent of
the whites, notwithstanding the efforts of mis-
sionaries and governments. They smart under
the treatment of the whites, who, having forci-
bly taken their country from them, now compel
them to pay rental for the worst parts of the
country, to which they are circumscribed, and
to wear brass tags, with numbers, like so many
cattle.

Comparatively few natives work longer than
three months of the year, and would not do that
except for the fear of punishment for non-pay-
ment of hut taxes. With the exception of those
who are employed in the towns and cities, the
negroes wear the same scanty costumes of their



SOUTH AFRICA OF THE PRESENT TIME 11

forefathers, and follow the same customs and
practices. Witchcraft and superstition still rule
the minds of the majority, and the former is
practised in all its cruel hideousness in many
parts of the country, although prohibited by law.
The sale of rum, the great American “ civi-
lizer” of the Indians, is also prohibited in all
the states and colonies, but it frequently is the
cause of rebellious and intertribal wars. Not-
withstanding the generous use of “ dum-dum”
bullets in the recent campaigns against the
negroes, and the score of other agents of civi-
lization which carry death to the natives, the
black population has increased greatly since
the control of the country has been taken from
them. In Natal, particularly, the increase in
the Zulu population has been most threaten-
ing to the continued safety of that energetic
colony. The Colonial Office, through gener-
ous and humanitarian motives, has fostered the
development of the native by every means pos-
sible. No rabbit warren or pheasant hatchery
was ever conducted on a more modern basis.
Everything that the most enthusiastic found-
er of a new colony could do to increase the
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population of his dominion is in practice in
Natal. Polygamy is not prohibited, and is in-
dulged in to the full extent of the natives’ pur-
chasing ability. Innumerable magistrates and
police are scattered throughout the country to
prevent internecine warfare and petty quarrels.
The Government protects the Zulu from ex-
ternal war, pestilence, and famine. King Tsha-
ka’s drastic method of recurring to war in order
to keep down the surplus population has been
succeeded by the Natal incubation scheme,
which has proved so successful that the colony’s
native population is fourfold greater than it was
when Tshaka ruled the country. The situa-
tion is a grave one for the colony, whose fifty
thousand whites would be like so many reeds
in a storm if the half million Zulus should break
the bonds in which they have been held since
the destruction of Cetewayo’s army in the re-
cent Zulu war.

The only tribe of natives that has made any
progress as a body is that which is under the
leadership of King Khama, the most intelligent
negro in South Africa. Before his conversion
to Christianity, Khama was at the head of one
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of the most bloodthirsty, polygamous, and ig-
norant tribes in the country. Since that event
he has been the means of converting his entire
tribe of wild and treacherous negroes to Chris-
tianity, has'abandoned polygamy -and tribal war-
fare, and has established a government, schools,
churches, and commercial enterprises. In ad-
dition to all his other good works, he has as-
sisted Great Britain in pacifying many bel-
ligerent tribes, and has become England’s
greatest friend in South Africa.

Khama is the paramount chief of the Ba-
wangwato tribe, whose territory is included in
the British Bechuanaland protectorate, situated
about one thousand miles due north from Cape
Town. There are about fifteen thousand men,
women, and children in the kingdom, and every
one of that number tries to emulate the noble
examples set by their king, whom all adore.
The country and climate of Khama’s Kingdom,
as it is officially called, are magnificent, and so
harmless and inoffensive are the people that
the traveller is less exposed to attacks by ma-
rauders than he is in the streets along New
York’s water front.
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Many Europeans have settled in Khama’s
Kingdom for the purpose of mining and trad-
ing, and these have assisted in placing the
Bawangwatos on a plane of civilization far above
and beyond that attained by any other negro
nation or tribe in the country. A form of gov-
ernment has been adopted, and is carried out
with excellent results. The laws, which must
be sanctioned by the British Government be-
fore they can be put in force, are transgressed
with an infrequency that puts to shame many
a country of boasted ancient civilization, Theft
is unknown and murders are unheard of, while
drunkenness is to be seen only when a white
man smuggles liquor into the country. A pub-
lic-school system has been introduced, and has
resulted in giving a fairly good education to all
the youth. Even music is taught, and several
of the brass bands that have been organized
compare favourably with such as are found in
many rural communities in America,

Well-regulated farms and cattle ranches are
located in all parts of the territory, and in most
instances are profitably and wisely conducted.
The negroes have abandoned the use of beads
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and skins almost entirely, and now pattern after
Europeans in the matter of clothing. Witch-
craft and kindred vices have not been practised
for fifty years, and only the older members of
the tribe know that such practices existed. The
remarkable man to whom is due the honour
of having civilized an entire nation of heathen
is now about eighty years old. He speaks the
English language fluently, and writes it much
more legibly than his distinguished friend Cecil
Rhodes.

Khama is about six feet in height, well pro-
portioned, and remarkably strong despite his
great age. His skin is not black, but of that
dark copper colour borne by negro chiefs of
the royal line. He has the bearing of a noble-
man, and is extremely polite and affable in his
treatment of visitors. He is well informed
on all current topics, and his knowledge of
South African men and affairs is wonderful. In
his residence, which is constructed of stone
and on English lines, Khama has all the acces-
sories necessary for a civilized man’s comfort.
He has a library of no small size, a piano
for his grandchildren, a folding bed for him-
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self, and, not least of all, an American carriage
of state.

It is a strange anomaly that the Boers, a
pastoral people exclusively, should have settled
in a section of the earth where Nature has two
of her richest storehouses. Both the Kimber-
ley diamond mines and the Witwatersrandt gold
mines, each the richest deposit of its kind dis-
covered thus far, were found where the Boers
were accustomed to graze their herds and flocks.
It would seem as if Nature had influenced the
Boers to settle above her treasures, and pro-
tect them from the attacks of nations and men
who are not satisfied with the products of the
earth’s surface, but must delve below.

This circumstance has been both fortunate
and unfortunate for the Boer people. It has
laid them open to the attacks of covetous na-
tions, which have not been conducive to a rest-
ful existence, but it has made their country
what it is to-day—the source from which all
the other South African states draw their means
of support. The Transvaal is the main wheel
in the South African machinery. Whenever
the Transvaal is disturbed, Cape Colony, Natal,
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and the Orange Free State are similarly af-
fected, because they are dependent upon the
Boer country for almost their breath of life.
When the Transvaal flourishes, South Africa
flourishes, and when the Transvaal suffers, then
the rest of the country is in dire straits.
Before the diamond and gold mines were
discovered, South Africa was practically a cipher
in the commercial world. The country ex-
ported nothing, because it produced no more
than was needed for home consumption, and
it could import nothing because it was too poor
to pay for imported goods. The discovery of
the diamond mines twenty-five years ago caused
the country to be in a flourishing condition for
several years, but the formation of the De
Beers syndicate ended it by monopolizing the
industry, and consequently starving the indi-
vidual miners. The country was about to re-
lapse into its former condition when the Trans-
vaal mines were unearthed. No syndicate hav-
ing been strong enough to consolidate all the
mines and monopolize the industry, as was done
at Kimberley, and the Boers having resisted
all efforts to defraud them out of the valuable
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part of their country, as had happened to the
Orange Free State Boers, the Transvaal soon
attained the paramount position in the coun-
try, and has retained it since.

Until Lobengula, the mighty native chief
of the regions west of the Transvaal, was sub-
dued and his country taken from him, the Brit-
ish empire builders were limited in their field
of endeavour, because the Transvaal was the
only pass through which an entry could be
made into the vast Central African region.
When Lobengula’s power yielded to British
arms, the Transvaal became useless as the key
to Central Africa, but, by means of its great
mineral wealth, became of so much greater and
more practical importance that it really was
the entire South Africa.

The Witwatersrandt,* the narrow strip of
gold-bearing soil which extends for almost one
hundred miles east and west through the Trans-
vaal, is the lever which moves the entire coun-

* Witwatersrandt is the name given to the high ridge in
the southern part of the Transvaal, which is the watershed
between the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. The word means
‘‘ white water ridge,” and is commonly abridged to *The
Randt.”



SOUTH AFRICA OF THE PBESENT TIME 19

try. In the twelve years since its discovery it
has been transformed from a grass-covered plain
into a territory that is filled with cities, towns,
and villages. Where the Boer farmer was ac-
customed to graze his cattle are hundreds of
shafts that lead to the golden caverns below,
and the trail of the ox-team is now the track
of the locomotive and the electric cars.

The farmer’s cottage has developed into
the city of Johannesburg, the home of more
than one hundred thousand persons and the
metropolis of a continent. All the roads in
South Africa lead to Johannesburg, and over
them travels every one who enters the country
either for pleasure or business. The Trans-
vaal is the only great producer of money, as
well as the only great consumer, and conse-
quently all other communities in the country
are dependent upon it for whatever money it
chooses to yield to them. The natural condi-
tions are such, however, that, while the Trans-
vaal has almost all the money in South Africa,
it is compelled to support Cape Colony, Natal,
and the Orange Free State like so many poor
relations.
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The Transvaal, being an inland state, is the
feeding ground of those states which are lo-
cated between it and the sea. Every ton of
foreign freight that enters the Transvaal through
Cape Colony is subject to high customs duties
and abnormal freight rates. The railway and
the customs house being under the same juris-
diction, it will readily be seen to what extent
Cape Colony derives its revenues from the
Transvaal commerce. The Orange Free State
again taxes the freight before allowing it to
pass through its territory. The third tax, which
makes the total far greater than the original
cost of the freight, is added by the Transvaal
Government. Certain classes of freight shipped
from Europe are taxed by the steamship line,
the Cape Colony Railroad, the Transvaal Rail-
road, and with Cape Colony, Orange Free State,
and Transvaal customs duties.

This vast expenditure is borne by the con-
sumers in the Transvaal, who are compelled
to pay from three to five times as much for
rent and food as is paid in England or America.
Cape Colony, in particular, has been fattening
upon the Transvaal. The Government rail-
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roads in one year showed a profit of more than
eight per cent. upon the capital invested, after
accounting for the great losses incurred with
unprofitable branch lines, showing that the
main line to the Transvaal must have produced
a profit of from fifteen to twenty per cent. The
customs duties collected by Cape Colony on
almost all freight in transit is five per cent, of
its value. The inhabitants of the Transvaal are
obliged to pay these large amounts, and are
so much poorer while the Cape Colony Gov-
ernment preys upon them. The Transvaal
Government receives none of this revenue ex-
cept that from its customs, which is insufficient
for its expenses.

After having grown wealthy in this man-
ner, the colony of Natal has recently become
conscience-smitten, and allows freight to pass
in transit without taxing it with customs duties.
The Government owns the railroad, and is con-
tent with the revenue it secures from the Trans-
vaal freight without twice preying upon the
republic.

Not only have the colonial governments

profited by the existence of the gold mines in
3
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the Transvaal, but the cities, towns, and indi-
viduals of Cape Colony, Natal, and the Orange
Free State have also had a period of unpar-
alleled prosperity. Although the natural re-
sources of the Transvaal are very great, they
have not been developed, and the other colo-
nies which have been developed along those
lines are supplying the deficit. Almost every
ounce of food consumed in the Transvaal ar-
rives from over the border. Natal and Cape
Colony supply the corn, wheat, cattle, and
sugar, and, having a monopoly of the supply
close at hand, can command any price for their
commodities.

Industries have grown up in Natal and
Cape Colony that are entirely dependent upon
the Transvaal for their existence, and their
establishment has been responsible for much
of the recent growth of the population of the
colonies. The large sugar factories and fruit
farms in Natal have the only market for their
products in the Transvaal, and the large farms
and vineyards in Cape Colony supply the same
demand. The ports of Durban, Port Eliza-
beth, and East London, as well as Cape Town,
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are important only as forwarding stations for
goods going or coming from the Transvaal,
and but for that Godsend they would still be
the listless cities that they were before the dis-
covery of gold on the Randt. Owing to the
lack .of raw material, the cities have no large
factories and industries such as are found even
in small American towns, and consequently the
inhabitants are obliged to depend upon the traf-
fic with the interior. Notwithstanding this
condition of affairs, which causes Natal and
Cape Colony to be commercial weaklings,
swayed by the Transvaal tide, the colonists are
continually harassing the Government of the
republic by laws and suggestions. The repub-
lic’s mote is always bigger than the colonies’
own, and the strife is never-ending.

The Transvaal is a country of such enor-
mous value that it has attracted, and will con-
tinue to attract, investors from all parts of the
earth. The gold production, in the opinion of
the first experts on the Randt, will rapidly
reach one hundred and twenty-five million dol-
lars a year. It already yields one hundred
million a year, or more than a third of the
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world’s production, of which the United States
is credited with less than seventy-five million.
The very fact of that production, and the world
being enriched to that extent, will provide the
money for further enterprises. So long as
the gold supply continues to appear inex-
haustible, and mines continue to - pay divi-
dends ranging from one to one hundred and
fifty per cent.,, so long will the Transvaal re-
main supreme in the commerce and finance of
South Africa.



CHAPTER 1I
THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE BOER RACE

THE early history of the Boers is contem-
poraneous with that of the progress of white
man’s civilization at the Cape of Good Hope.
The two are interwoven to such an extent
and for so long a time that it is well-nigh
impossible to separate them. In order to give
an unwearisome history of the modern Boer’s
ancestors, a general outline of the settlement
of the Cape will suffice.

- The history of the Boers of South Africa
has its parallel in that of the early Pilgrims
who landed at Plymouth Rock and their de-
scendants. The comparison favours the lat-
ter, it is true, but the conditions which con-
fronted the early Boers were so much less
favourable that their lack of realization may
easily be accounted for. In the early part of

the seventeenth century the progenitors of the
25
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Boers and the Pilgrims left their continental
homes to seek freedom from religious tyranny
on foreign shores.

The boat load of Pilgrims left England to
come to America and found the freedom they
sought. About the same time a small num-
ber of Dutch and Huguenot refugees from
France departed from Holland for similar rea-
sons, and decided to seek their fortunes and
religious freedom at the Cape of Good Hope.
There they found the liberty they desired, and,
like the Pilgrims, assiduously set to work to
clear the land and institute the works of a
civilized community.

The experiences of the two widely sepa-
rated colonists appear painfully similar, al-
though to them they were undoubtedly pref-
erable to the persecutions inflicted upon them
in their native countries. The Pilgrims were
constantly harassed by the savage Indians;
the Dutch and Huguenots at the Cape had
treacherous Hottentots and Bushmen to con-
tend against. Although probably ignorant of
each other’s existence, the two parties con-
ducted their affairs on similar lines and reached
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a common result—a good local government
and a reasonable state of material prosperity.

The little South African settlement be-
came of recognised importance in the later
years of the century, when it was made the
halfway station of all ships going to and re-.
turning from the East Indies. The neces-
sity for such a station was the foundation of
the growth of the settlement at Table Bay,
which is only a short distance from the south-
ernmost extremity of the continent, and the
increase in population came as a natural se-
quence.

The Dutch East India Settlement, as it
was officially called, attracted hundreds of im-
migrants. The reports of a salubrious climate,
good soil, and, more than all, the promised
religious toleration, were the allurements that
brought more immigrants from Holland, Ger-
many, and France. Cape Town even then was
one of the most important ports in the world,
owing to its great strategic value and to the
fact that it was about the only port where
vessels making the long trip to the East In-
dies could secure even the scantiest supplies.
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The provisioning of ships was responsible. in
no small degree, for the growth of Cape Town
and the coincident increase in immigration.
When all the available land between Table
Mountain and Table Bay was settled, the new
arrivals naturally took up the land to the
northward, and drove the bellicose natives be-
fore them. Like their Pilgrim prototypes,
they instituted military organizations to cope
with the natives, and they were not infrequent-
ly called upon for active duty against them.
It was owing to this savage disposition of
the natives that the settlers confined their
endeavours to the vicinity of Table Bay.
When immigrants became more numerous
and land increased in value, the pilgrims of
more daring disposition proceeded inland, and
soon carried the northeastern boundary of the
settlement close to the Orange River. The
soil around Table Bay was extremely rich,
but farther inland it became barren and, by
reason of the many lofty table-lands, almost
uninhabitable, The Bushmen, too, were con-
stantly attacking the encroaching settlers,
whose lives were filled with anything but
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thoughts of safety, and high in the northern
side of Table Mountain is to be seen to-day
an old-time fort that was erected by the set-
tlers to ward off natives’ attacks upon Cape
Town.

The Dutch East India Company, which
controlled the settlement, looked with disfa-
vour upon the enlargement of the original
boundary of the colony, and attempted to en-
force laws preventing such action. The settlers
in the outlying district felt that they owed no
allegiance to the laws of the colony in which
they did not live, and refused to obey the
company’s mandates. Then followed a long-
drawn-out controversy between the settlers
and the East India Company, which resembled
in many respects the differences between Eng-
land and her American colony.

It was during this period of oppression
that the settlers of the Cape of Good Hope
first exhibited the betokening signs of a nation.
The communities of Hollanders, Germans, and
French were constantly in such close communi-
cation with one another that each lost its dis-
tinguishing marks and adopted the new man-
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ners and customs which were their collective
coinage. They suffered the same indignities
at the hands of the East India Company, and
naturally their sympathies drew them into a
closer bond of fellowship, so that almost all
national and racial differences were wiped out.

Never in the history of South Africa were
all things so favourable for the establishment
of a truly Afrikander nation and government.
A leader was all that was necessary to throw
off the yoke of continental control, but none
was forthcoming.

At this propitious time the Napoleonic
wars in Europe resulted so disastrously for
France that she was compelled to cede to
England the South African settlement, which
had been acquired with the annexation of
Holland, and the settlers believed their hour
of deliverance from tyranny had arrived. They
hailed the conﬁng of the British forces with
hopes for the improvement of their conditions,
fondly believing that the British could treat
them with no greater severity than that which
they had suffered under the rule of the Dutch
Company.
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But their hopes were short-lived after the
British garrison occupied Cape Town, and they
soon learned that they had escaped from one
kind of torment and oppression only to be
burdened with another more harassing. The
British administrators found a friendly people,
eager to become British subjects, and, by ex-
ercise of undue authority, quickly transformed
them into desperate enemies of British rule.
The American colonies had but a short time
before taught British colonial statesmen a dire
lesson, but it was not applied to the South
African colony, and the mistake has never
been remedied.

Had the lesson learned in America been
applied at that time, British rule would now
be supreme in South Africa, and the two re-
publics which are the eyesore of every Eng-
lishman in the country would probably never
have come into existence. The British ad-
ministrators ruled the colony as they had been
taught in London, and allowed no local im-
pediments to swerve them. The result of this
method of government was that the Boer set-
tlers, who had opinions of their own, became
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bitterly opposed to the British rule. The ad-
ministrators attempted to coerce the Boers,
and formulated laws which were meat to the
newly arrived English immigrants and poison
to the old settlers.

One of the indirect causes of the first Boer
uprising against the British Government at
the Cape was the slavery question. In the
Transvaal there is a national holiday—March
- 6th—to commemorate the uprising of 1816,
and it is known throughout the country as
“ Slagter’s Nek Day.” To the Boers it is a
day of sad memory, and the recurrence of it
does not soften their enmity of the English
nation.

In October, 1815, a Boer farmer named
Frederick Bezuidenhout was summoned to ap-
pear in a local court to answer a charge of
maltreating a native. The Boer refused to
obey the summons, and, with a sturdy native,
awaited the arrival of the Government authori-
ties in a cave near his home. A lieutenant
named Rousseau and twenty soldiers found
the Boer and the native in the cave, and de-
manded their surrender. Bezuidenhout refused
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to surrehder, and he was almost instantly
killed.

When the news of his death reached his
friends they became greatly aroused, and, arm-
ing themselves, vowed to expel the English
“tyrants”’ from the country. The English
soldiers captured five of the leaders, and on
March 6, 1816, hanged them on the same
scaffold at Slagter’s Nek, a name afterward
given to the locality because of the bungling
work of the hangmen and the ghastly scenes
presented when the scaffold fell to the ground,
bearing with it the half-dead prisoners.

- The story of this event in the Boer history
is as familiar to the Dutch schoolboy as that
of the Boston Tea-Party is to the American
lad, and its repetition never fails to arouse a
Boer audience to the highest degree of anger.

The primal cause of the departure of the
Boers from Cape Colony, or the * Great
Trek,” * as it is popularly known, was the ill
treatment which they received from the Brit-

* To trek is to travel from place to place in ox-wagons.
A trek generally refers to an organized migration of settlers
to another part of the country.
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ish administration in connection with the
emancipation of their slaves and the depreda-
tions of hordes of thieving native tribes. The
Boers had agreed about 1830 to emancipate
all their slaves, and they had received from
the British Government promises of ample
compensation.

After the slaves had been freed, and the
majority of the Boer farmers had become bank-
rupt by the proceeding, the Government of-
fered less than half the promised compensa-
tion. The Boers naturally and indignantly
refused to accept less than the amounts Eng-
land had promised of her own free will. The
Boers felt sorely aggrieved, but, being in the
minority in the colony, could secure no redress.
Several years after the slaves had been freed
great hordes of thieving natives swept across
the frontiers, and in several months inflicted
these losses upon the farmers: 706 farmhouses
partially or totally destroyed by fire; 60 farm
wagons destroyed; 5,713 horses, 112,000 head
of cattle, and 162,000 sheep stolen.

The value of the property destroyed and
stolen by the blacks amounted to almost two
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million dollars. Much of the live stock was
recovered by the Boer farmers, who had the
boldness to pursue the robbers into their
mountain fastnesses, but the Government did
not allow them to hold even such cattle as
they identified as having been driven away by
the natives, but compelled them to yield all
to the Government. When they asked for
compensation for restoring the property to
the Government, the Boers received such a
promise from the governor, D’Urban; but Lord
Glenelg, the British colonial secretary, vetoed
the suggestion, and informed the Boers that
their conduct in recovering the stolen prop-
erty was outrageous and unworthy of English
subjects.

Even Boer disposition, inured as it was to
all kinds of unrighteousness, could not fail to
take notice of this crowning insult. They con-
sulted among themselves, and it was decided
to leave the colony where they had suffered
so many wrongs. Accordingly, in the spring
of 1835 they sacrificed their farms at what-
ever prices they could secure for them, and an-
nounced to Lieutenant-Governor Stockenstrom
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their intention of departing to another sec-
tion of the country.

To be certain that they would be free from
British interference, the Boer leaders applied
to the lieutenant-governor for his opinion on
the subject, and he informed them that they
were free to leave the colony, and that as
soon as they stepped across the border Eng-
land ceased to be their master. Later, Eng-
lishmen have sagely declared that the Boers
having once been British subjects always re-
mained such, whether they lived on British or
Transvaal soil. The objects of the expedition
were set forth in a document published in
1837 by Piet Retief, its leader. It reads, in
part, as follows:

“We despair of saving the colony from
those evils which threaten it by the turbulent
and dishonest conduct of native vagrants who
are allowed to infest the country in every part;
nor do we see any prospect of peace or hap-
piness for our children in a country thus dis-
tracted by internal commotions.

“We complain of the continual system of
plunder which we have for years endured from
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the Kaffirs and other coloured classes, and
particularly by the last invasion of the colony,
which has desolated the frontier districts and
ruined most of the inhabitants.

“We complain of the unjustifiable odium
which has been cast upon us by interested and
dishonest persons under the name of religion,
whose testimony is believed in England, to
the exclusion of all evidence in our favour,
and we can foresee as a result of this preju-
dice nothing but the total ruin of the country.

“We are now leaving the fruitful land of
our birth, in which we have suffered enor-
mous losses and continual vexations, and are
about to enter a strange and dangerous terri-
tory; but we go with a firm reliance on an
all-seeing, just, and merciful God, whom we
shall always fear and humbly endeavour to
obey.”

The first “ trekking ” party, or the “ Voor-
trekkers,” consisted of about two hundred per-
sons under the leadership of Andries Hendrik
Potgieter. These crossed the Orange River
and settled in that part of the country now

known as the Orange Free State. This party
4
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had many battles with the natives, but suc-
ceeded in securing a level although not par-
ticularly arable stretch of land near Thaba’nt-
shu for settlement.

In August, 1836, after remaining a short
time in the neighbourhood of Thaba’ntshu, a
number of the settlers became dissatisfied
with their location and ‘ trekked” farther
north toward the Vaal River, which is the
present northern boundary of the Orange Free
State. Before they had proceeded a great dis-
tance they were attacked by the Matabele
natives under Chief Moselekatse, and fifty of
their number were slain,

When the news of the slaughter reached
the main body of the settlers a “laager,” or
improvised fort, was formed by locking to-
gether the fifty big transport wagons that had
been brought from Cape Colony. Behind
these the men, women, and children fought
side by side against the innumerable Mata-
beles, and after a desperate battle succeeded in
defeating them. The natives captured and drove
away about ten thousand head of cattle and sheep
—almost the entire wealth of the settlers.
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The settlement, however, increased rapidly
in population, and, several years after the first
Boers arrived there, application was made for
English protection. It was granted to them,
but was withdrawn again in 1854, when the
British colonial secretary decided that Eng-
land had more African land than was desirable.
The Boers begged to be retained as an Eng-
lish colony, but in vain, and the fifteen thou-
sand inhabitants were compelled to establish
a government of their own, which is to-day
embodied in that of the Orange Free State.

Since that memorable day in 1854, when
the British flag was hauled down from the
flagstaff at the Bloemfontein fort, both the
British and the Boers have had revulsions of
feeling. The British regret that their flag is
absent from the fort, and the Boers will yield
their lives before they ever allow it to be
raised again,

The second expedition, and the one which
comprised the founders of the South African
Republic, departed from Cape Colony in the
fall of 1835, with no fixed destination in view,
but with a general idea to settle somewhere
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outside the realm of British influence. The
“trekkers ” were under the leadership of Piet
Retief, a man of considerable wealth and exec-
utive ability, who determined to lead them
across the untravelled Dragon Mountain, in
the east of the colony.

In this party were three families of Krugers,
and among them the present President of the
South African Republic, then a boy of ten
years. After many skirmishes with the na-
tives, Retief and his followers reached Port
Natal, the site of the present beautiful city of
Durban, where they were welcomed by the
members of the English settlement who had
established themselves on the edge of Zululand
as an independent organization. The handful
of British immigrants were overjoyed to have
this addition to the forces which were neces-
sary to hold the natives in subjection, and
they induced the majority of the Boers to set-
tle in the vicinity of Port Natal.

Retief and his leaders were pleased with
the location and the richness of the soil, and
finally determined to remain there if the na-
tive chiefs could be induced to enter into
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treaties transferring all rights to the soil. Din-
gaan, a warlike native, was the chief of the
tribes surrounding Port Natal, and to him
Retief applied for the grant of territory which
was to be the future home of the several thou-
sand “trekkers” who had by that time jour-
neyed over Dragon Mountain. Retief and his
party of seventy, and thirty native servants,
reached Dingaan’s capital in January, 1838,
and took with them as a peace-offering several
hundred head of cattle which had been stolen
from Dingaan by another tribe and recovered
by Retief.

Dingaan treated the Boers with great cour-
tesy, and profusely thanked them for recover-
ing his stolen cattle. After several interviews
he ceded to the Boers the large territory from
the Tugela to the Umzimvubu River, from the
Dragon Mountain to the sea, This territory
included almost the entire colony of Natal, as
now constituted, and was one of the richest
parts of South Africa.

On February 4, 1838, when the treaty had
been signed and the Boer leaders were being
entertained by the chief in his hut, a typical
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massacre by the natives was enacted. At a
signal from Dingaan, which is recorded as hav-
ing been “ Bulala abatagati” (“ Slay the white
devils! ™), the Zulus sprang upon the unarmed
Boers and massacred the seventy men with
assegais and clubs before they could make the
slightest resistance.

Frenzied by the sight of the white men’s
blood, the Zulu chieftain gathered his hordes
in warlike preparation, and determined to drive
all the white settlers out of the country. A
large “impi,” or war party, was despatched to
attack and exterminate the remaining whites
in their camps on the Tugela and Bushmans
Rivers. These latter, while anxiously await-
ing Retief’s return, were in no fear of hostili-
ties, and the men for the most part were ab-
sent from their camps on hunting trips.

The “impi” swept down upon the camps
by night, and murder of the foulest descrip-
tion prevailed. The Zulus spared none; men,
women, and children, cattle, goats, sheep, and
dogs—all fell under the ruthless assegais in the
hands of the treacherous savages. In the con-
fusion and darkness a few of the Boers escapéd,
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among them having been the Pretorius and
Rensburg families, which have since been high
in the councils of the Boer nation. Four-
teen men and boys took refuge on a hill now
called Rensburg Kop, and held their as-
sailants at bay while they improvised a
“laager.”

When their ammunition was almost ex-
pended and their spirit exhausted, a white
man on horseback was observed in the rear
of the Zulu warriors. The hard-pressed emi-
grants signalled to him, and his ready mind,
strained to the utmost tension, grasped the
situation at a glance. He fearlessly turned his
horse and rode to the abandoned wagons, al-
most a mile away, to secure some of the am-
munition that had been left behind by the
Boers when they were attacked by the Zulus,
He loaded himself and his horse with powder
and ball from the wagons, and with a courage
that has never been surpassed rode headlong
through the Zulu battle lines and bore to the
beleaguered Boers the means of their subse-
quent salvation. That night the fearless rider
assisted the fourteen Boers in routing the
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Zulus, and when morning dawned not a sin-
gle living Zulu was to be seen.

The hero of that ride was Marthinus Oos-
thuyse, and his fame in South Africa rivals
that of Paul Revere in American history.
With the coming of the day the scattered
emigrants congregated in a large *laager,”
and for several days were engaged in beating
off the attacks of the unsatiated Zulus. Wives,
daughters, and sweethearts served the ammu-
nition to the men, and with hatchets and clubs
aided them in the uneven struggle.

After the Zulus’ spirit had been broken
and they commenced to retreat, the gallant
pioneers, their strength now increased by the
addition of many stragglers, pursued their late
assailants and killed hundreds of them. The
town of Weenen, in Natal, takes its name
from the weeping of the Boers for their dead.
Rightly was it named, for no less than six
hundred of the emigrants were massacred by
the Zulus in the neighbourhood of the present
site of the town.

While this massacre was in progress Din-
gaan and another part of his vast and well-
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trained army set out to wreak destruction
upon the main body of the Boers which was
still encamped upon the Dragon Mountain
waiting for the return of Retief and his party.
When the news of the massacre reached the
main body, Pieter Uys and Potgieter hastened
to re-enforce their distressed countrymen, They
were not molested on the way, and had am-
ple time to marshal all the Boer forces in
the country and make preparations for venge-
ance upon the savages.

A force of three hundred and fifty men
was raised, and this set out in the month of
April, 1838, to attack Dingaan in his strong-
hold. The Zulu army was encountered near
the King’s “ Great Place.” The small army
of Boers rode to within twenty yards of the
van of the Zulus and then opened a steady
and deadly fire. The savage weapons were no
match for the poor yet superior firearms of
the Boers, and in a short time Dingaan’s
army was in full retreat. In pursuing them
the Boers became separated and had great
difficulty in fighting their way back to the
main camp.
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The story of how Pieter Uys was wounded
by an assegai, and how his son, in endeavour-
ing to save him, was pierced by a spear, is
one of the noblest examples of heroism in the
annals of South Africa. There were several
more skirmishes with the Zulus, but the battle
that broke the strength of the tribe was fought
on December 16, 1838. There were but four
hundred and sixty Boers in the army that
attacked Dingaan’s army of twelve thousand,
but the attack was so minutely planned and
so admirably executed that the smaller force
overwhelmed the greater and won the victory,
which is annually observed on “ Dingaan’s
Day.”

The Boers lay fortified in a “laager,” and
with unusual fortitude withstood the terrific
onslaughts of the thousands of Zulus. Finally
a cavalry charge of two hundred Boers cre-
ated a panic in the Zulu army, and they re-
treated precipitously toward the Blood River,
which was so named because its waters liter-
ally ran red with the life fluid of four hundred
warriors who were shot on its banks or while
attempting to ford it. On that day three
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thousand Zulus perished, and Dingaan made
his ruin still more complete by burning his
capital and hiding with his straggling army
in the wilderness beyond the Tugela River.
After these grave experiences the Boer
settlers believed themselves to be the rightful
owners of the country which they had first
sought to obtain by peaceful methods and
afterward been compelled to take by sterner
ones. But when they reached Port Natal they
found that the British Government had taken
possession of the country, and had issued a
manifesto that the immigrant Boers were to
be treated as a conquered race, and that their
arms and ammunition should be confiscated.
To the Boers, who had just made the
country valuable by clearing it of the Zulus,
this high-handed action of the British Govern-
ment had the appearance of persecution, and
they naturally resented it, although they were
almost powerless to oppose it by force of arms.
The Boer leader, Commandant-General Pre-
torius, who had been chosen by the first
“ Volksraad "—a governing body elected while
the journey from Cape Colony to Natal was
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being made—led a number of his countrymen
to the outskirts of Durban and formed a camp
near that of the British garrison. He sent a
message to Captain Smith, the commander of
the British force of several hundred soldiers,
and demanded the surrender of his position.
In reply Smith led one hundred and fifty of
his soldiers in a moonlight attack on the Boer
forces and was completely routed.

The Boers then besieged Durban for twen-
ty-six days and killed many of the English
soldiers, but on the twenty-seventh day a
schooner load of soldiers from Cape Colony
augmented the forces of Captain Smith, and
Pretorius was compelled to relinquish his ef-
forts to secure control of the territory that
his countrymen had a short time previously
won from the Zulus.

Disheartened by their successive failures to
secure a desirable part of the country wherein
they might settle, the Boers again “ trekked ”
northward over the Dragon Mountain. There
they occupied the territory south of the Vaal
River which had a short time previously been
deserted by Potgietet and his party, who had
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journeyed northward with the intention of
joining the Portuguese colony at Delagoa Bay,
on the Indian Ocean.

These pilgrims were attacked by the dead-
ly fever of the Portuguese country, and after
remaining a short time in that region moved
again and settled in different localities in the
northern part of the territory now included in
the South African Republic. Moselekatse and
his Matabele warriors having been driven out
of the country by the other “ trekking ™ par-
ties, the extensive region north of the Vaal
River was then in undisputed possession of
the Boers.

The farmers who left Cape Colony in 1835
and 1836 in different parties and after various
vicissitudes settled across the Vaal were less
than sixteen thousand in number, and were
scattered over a large area of territory. The
nature of the country and the enmity of the
leaders of the parties prevented a close union
among them, although a legislative assembly,
called a “Volksraad,” was established after
much disorder. The four principal “ trek-
king ” parties had sought four of the most
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