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Context

Site Information

Chwner; Pretoria hat a very mild climate, but extremes of -8°C and 24°C hawve been recorded, Tempera-
Together with Erf 6/620 (nerth side of track) tures are ranging from 14°C to 28°C on average in the summer and 4°C to 19°C in the winter

it forms part of the raill reserve, which is with frost overnight during the coldest months of June and July, It falls within the summer rain-
owned by the government (SARCC) and man- fall area and precipitation ks normally in the form of thunderstorms of which the biggest deliv-
wged by Intersite. ered 160mm in ane hour, Normally the rainfall is 120mm/menth during the peak seasen in De-

cember and January and 570mm annually, with an sverage of 87 days of rainfall per yeas.
During the rainy seasan there is a moderate discomfort level experienced fram the humidity,

g 18 arkarwana hem 1re Sorh Aeres Wearey livecd
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The electrical substation and
celiphane recaption tower, s
maved from (ts curment position
an site 1o just across the railway

track, minimizing costs. ‘
Erf 714 544 5TO0ET 5
The stairrwwater b charnalied i the townshig of 28 14' 4047 E
from the site onto the ralbway Hutfiald Altitude 1230m
lz|.u""’:“""‘.|‘Illﬂhllt
Gk
I“ﬁ' The sewage line does not pass
e 0o the site directly, but is extended
from Grosvenar Street, along the
northern side of Park Street, up

to the south-east oormer of Erf
R/156, which iz directly scrozs
Hilda 5treet from the site.

The site is fairly flag, with a 1m drop from the eastern The water supply line passes the DEVELOPM ENT

boundary ta the perimeter of the gym. There is virtu- \ il
afly na slope In the narth-south direction, except to- slia on i sastarn boundary

wards the edge of the enbanikment. It is proposed The edectrical supply line passes
that it be built up to form a definitive edge, which the site on 15 sastarmn ba
will then be 5m higher than the track level. A SO REATND hewn il
"




Precedents

The Indabax de gn project bhas a very

==

Baragwanath Public Transport

Interchange and Traders Market

Soweto, Gauteng
Uiban Solutions Archects and Urban Designens

As the site Is one of the busiest trans-
port nodes in South Africa, with
nearly 70% of Sowetons using it, the
government decided to formalize it
through a design that would at the
same time serve both as a gateway to
Soweto and a well functisning termi-
nus. A public catalyst for the develop-
ment of urban spaces.

The design incoporates a promenade
from which the observer experiences
movemnent in both directions, Thus
the arcade was created that provides
the structural spine onto which all the
functions are attached e.g. the street
traders, ablution amenities and of -
fices. It is these functions that spa-
tally differentiate the arcade, which
is essential as its length is vast. Added
to this are the landmark structures
positioned at main public entry points
that ensures a sense of orientation
and grants a center of attention for
the artwork by locals. This also helps
to foster a sense of identity and awn-
ership by the users.

The arcade was formed by the use of
sculpturally formed elements to avoid
maonotony, given the length and scale
of the site. Concrete was the chosen
material as it is virtually maintenance
free and very robust, which is essen-
tial to any built structure that is totally
exposed to harsh climatic elements
and possible vandalizing of the struc-
ture. The empiricism evidently played
a great role in the design process,

The functionality of the structure was
unmistakably of paramount impor-
tance in the designing thereof. The
question ks just how functional is it?

The material used and the way it is
manipulated does not relate to the
everyday use of the structure, nameby
being an efficient shelter. There are
very few concrete benches and it will
be too cold to sit on them during
winter and the structure does not
provide adequate protection against
cold winds. During the summer the
roof overhang will not provide suffi-
clent protection against rain, resulting
inwet commuters and seating bench-
es. There is also a lack in the solar
design, a5 the sun does not penetrate
the inner courtyards during winter
and yet will unwelcomingly penetrate
along the arcade during the season
betweean the two equinoxes when
there is still a relatively warm cimate.
Furthermore the vendor facilities are
accommodated in enclaves that is
hidden away from passersby and for
which they probably have to pay rent,
rendering it ineffective to the users
thereof as one can perceive from the
fact that few of these stalls are open.

| was left with the impression that
this building is not a fully successful
attempt at a functional modern
design,

Hm
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The site was chasen for its intense
symbaolism of suffering during the
Apartheld years. A legacy that left a
city and Its people fragmented and
segregated. The new building was
thus to bring healing to parts of the
city, as to render it accessible, safe,
amenable and dignified for the ben-
efit of its entire people, s location
however seems to detract from its ac-
cessibility to the passerby and it thus
becomes a place that has to be spe-
cifically visited, and not an everyday
reminder of the message it encapsu-
lates.

The focus of the hill is the Court itseif.
The bullding theoretically contradicts
the inaccessible and offensive jail
buildings of the previous autocratic
state, of which remnants are juxta-
posed with the new on the square
and inside the foyer, The public foyer
and Court Chamber located in the
south wing is directly accessible from
Constitution Square and leads further
to the the north wing, via the internal
stairs that links these areas and func-
tions as gallery space. The potential
of the space leading to a climatic ex-
perience is however lost with the visi-
tor finding himself at a dead-end at
the supposedly public library, which is
not inviting at all. You then have to
turn back empty handed, and walking
past the inaccessible offices, of those
who are to protect us, you can not
help but to feel as if salt is rubbed
inte your wounds of disappointment.

The ‘openness’ of the Court repre-
sents the transparent democratic so-
ciety called for in the Constitution,
and yet one wonders who will be the
sefect few to actually attend these all
important court cases, in view of the
number of seats actually avallable.

The material used exists of a limited
and basic palette borrowing forms
and strategies of both modern and
preceding = declaring the ‘pastness’
of both, The concrete is exposed and
unanimated. The carcass of the build-
ing is of plastered brickwork and
glazed curtain walling. The additional
patina of in-situ work by artists and
craftsmen adds to the detailing one
finds throughout the building, re-
sponding to what seems to be an
innate human desire for elaboration
and the instinct to relate human size
to bullding size. More is thus more in
this very expressive building.

The whale design is loaded with
meaning, as it intentionally promotes
the values that should be upheld by
all South Africans. Because the de-
signers understood what they wanted
to say, it guided their thinking in the
use of semiology and semantics to
uncover the meanings intended in the
design. But perhaps much of the
meaning is lost to the ordinary man
on the street, except the very obwvi-
ous? It could be that this building is
just a monument for the benefit of
the thinking man.

Constitutional Court and

Constitution Hill

Johannesburg, Gauteng
OMM Dessgn Waorkshop & Urban Solutions Archi
tects and Urban Designers
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Design Approach

You employ stone, wood and cor

crete, and with these materials you

bislld hotvses and palaces: that

constructon, Ingenaity is at waork

i

But sudchenly you touch my heart,
yiul do me pood, | am happy and |
soy: “This is beautiful *

That is Architecturs

Art erters (0

Le LorDusier

Taking the examples of airplanes and
autemaobiles, Le Corbusier attributed
the beauty achieved in its design to
its production as a solution to a clear-
Iy defined need. Hence, the house as
a "‘machine for living in’. On the other
hand, he believed that neither the
man in the street, nor even the archi-
tects themselves realized what archi-
tecture was truly all about; namely
the ability of it to emotionally move a
person, much more 5o than just a
mere canstruction of elements. Itis
clear that humans design things to
fulfill a need that is both physical and
emaoational - salving a practical prob-
lem in an aesthetically pleasing way.

In terms of architecture, Leupen et al
{1997:13) states that the basic con-
cern is with a given program and a lo-
cation. Added to that would be the
fived precepts and demands of the
culture or convention, and finally the
design must satisfy conditions of use-
fulness and construction.

LH

Glenn Murcutt (Beck and Cooper,
2002:11} is of the opinion that anyone
can design; it is more a matter of in-
vestigating and understanding the
issue, and pursuing the problem until
yau make an appropriate discovery.
He believes that by being a perceptive

observer each of us could learn and
achleve much more,

Matuie does mrthving in vamn, and
mare 8 In vain when less will serve

for nature & pleased with simplicity
and affects not the pomip and suped
fuous causes.”

Sir sooe Newlon's Principio

The words of Mies van der Rohe,
“beinahe nichts”, reverberates down
the passage of ime. These words
seem to have been birthed from a
long struggie with the design process
and reducing it until ...

almost nothing remains,

except the essentials,

the beauty of complexity.
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Design Concept

A soopbox i a reised platform on which
ané ttands o make an imprompiu

alitheal subipect, i
§ CONCETNS Or LD re

™ origintes

5 Py
singe 1872

lopecs A
| wartrsitr] blog ...

The ‘soapbox’, or timber crate, is easy to recognise. You immediately know that
it is used for storing and carrying a variety of things. It has other uses too. You
can stand and sit on it, use it is a table, all the while turning it around on its
sides for different effects. It is so simple, even a child can use it without ever
having seen one before - it is thus not intimidating. And it is also easy to make
one yvourself. Even though just an unpretentious ‘simple old box', it ks very af-
fective and strangely beautiful.

SIMPLICITY FUNCTIONALITY HUMILITY

It is especially true for a civic building, that legibility (aesthetically and function-
ally) would enhance the user's experience of it as ‘friendly” and encourage
future interaction. The normal ‘behaviour” of civic buildings reflect a superior
attitude of indifference. Perhaps it is tima to rather reflact humility.

The simpler the construction methed and materials, the more cost-effective
the bullding will be, which is always a factor, It increases the availability of
materials and labour, which can rather focus on mastering simpler skills. The
more natural the materials are, the less humans have interfered and produced
polluting waste by-products. Furthermore, it can be dismantled and erected at
another location. Alternatively the materials can be used again in a different
manner with the least amount of modifications, as it is standardized. Once it
has lost its usefulness altogether, the material can be recycled Into other forms.
The material choice also influences the user's emotions and most people relate
timber with something comfortable and approachable. Aesthetically the eye
should follow lines without disturbances, casually considering the building, and
finding it more interesting as time passes.
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