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Context and motivation

▪ Importance of universities in achieving SDGs

▪ The challenge: lack of structured 
documentation and discoverability of SDG-
related research

▪ Libraries as enablers of information access 
and sustainability



Project Overview
▪ Objective: Link institutional research output to SDGs and develop a platform that 

facilitates the discoverability and retrieval of UP’s evidence on the SDGs:

▪ 2022 - Pilot project 

▪ Jotello F Soga Library (Faculty of Veterinary Science)

▪ 2024 – registered as DLS Flagship project

▪ Platform: UPSpace (DSpace-based institutional repository) and LibGuide (SpringShare)
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Key Strategy: 
Enhance discoverability of UP research under the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) categories

Key priority: 
 To create a pathway for the discoverability of UP’s evidence and contribution to the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs)

Key Actions: 
1. Update metadata on the institutional repository to link research output (articles, theses) and 

activities to the SDGs 
 Retrospective editing of items: 2015 – 2022

 From 2023 – part of the workflow in the item submission process
2. Enrich and complement keywords to strengthen alignment with SDGs and to improve reporting
3. Create a subject guide to host the links to the SDG links, and to serve as a platform for the 

sharing of SDG-related information 

4. Create awareness of the university’s role in the implementation of the SDGs and promote the 
alignment of research to the SDGs



Role of metadata specialists

▪ Metadata as the backbone of 
discoverability

▪ Skills applied: classification, 
controlled vocabularies, metadata 
tagging

▪ Library platforms and tools 
(Institutional repository, LibGuides, 
cataloguing tools, etc.)

▪ Relationships with Faculties



Workflow for metadata tagging

▪ Understanding SDGs and relevant keywords

▪ Reviewing and organising content (2015–2022)
▪ Tagging articles, theses, and Faculty activities

▪ Use of Dublin Core schema and “dc.subject.other” field for SDG tags
▪ Updated keywords (Scopus)

▪ Publishing links via LibGuide



Browse by subject



Link to SDG Subject guide (LibGuide)
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Challenge

May 2025:

• Upgraded from DSpace 6.4 to 
DSpace 7.6

• New “look and feel”

• “dc.description.sdg” field

• Dropdown menu to select 
relevant SDGs (Item submission)



14

Item submission



Integration of AI Tools

 AI-assisted keyword and SDG identification

 Tools used: AI models for semantic analysis 
and keyword extraction

 ChatGPT, MS 365 Copilot, Gemini, 
Perplexity AI

 Benefits: improved accuracy, reduced manual 
workload, scalability





Structured mapping (AI assisted)





Impact and feedback

 Faculty response: positive 
reception and increased 
engagement

 Benefits: enhanced visibility, 
reporting, and research 
planning

 Identification of research gaps 
and opportunities



Conclusion and future directions

 Libraries and metadata specialists as SDG 
enablers

 AI as a catalyst for innovation in academic 
libraries

 Acknowledgement of team members and 
institutional support

 Continuous updates and AI refinement

 Collaboration with other SDGs–related initiatives
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Thank you!


