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Introduction
1.1
Intention

Background
of thesis

ln 2006, | worked on an urban
design project with three other
students, Mathebe Aphane, Bennie
Kunz and Marilu Vermeulen. During
this project, | began to
undersftand the imporfance of

the taxi rank in the travels of

so many people from fthe outskirts
of Pretoria {see fig 3.49-3.52,
3.53). | also started imagining
the change accessible educatian
that is beyond the traditional
schooling system could bring to
our sociefy. | feel very strongly
about breaking barriers of the
segregated society the Apartheid
regime has lefft in ifts wake.

And | think that education can be
a tool in this situation.

of city cenftre of Bologna

fig 1.1 Map
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The aim is fto kill education
for Africans, reduce them fto
mindless manual labourers, to
cuf off their only link with the
outside world.” {1974:22)
| agree with Mphahlele that
education is anybody's link fto
the outside world at any point
in fime.

The urban design project became

a small part of the South African
exhibition at the Venice

Biennale {see fig 1.7-1.11).
There after we had the

privilege of visiting fthe
exhibiftion. Through this

journey to Italy, my eyes were
opened yef again to new ideas.

fig 1.3-1.4% Infterior of city library of Bologna
fig 1.7-1.9 Fourth year urban design project of
Aphane, Kunz, Vermeulen and van der Merwe




We also used this opportunity
to visit ofther Italian towns.
In Bologna one of the oldest
university towns in Europe
{see fig 1.1), | saw what a
vibrant place a community
library could be. This library
in Bologna was busier that fthe
student bars, wifth old and young
alike using the library

{see fig 1.2-1.6).

Thus the idea of creating an
opportunity for an educaftional
facility was born.

fig 1.10-1.11 Fourth year urban design project of
Aphane, Kunz, Vermeulen and van der Merwe
fig 1.12 Cover of Time magazine, Dec 2006




3.2.2 Climate of
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study

Zoning of
study

the
area

the
area

Pretoria is located in the
climatic zone of the northern
steppe. This region has disftinct
rainy and dry seasons wifth a
large daily ftemperatfture variation
and strong solar radiatftion

{(Holm 1996). Summer winds are
predominantly east-north-easterly
to easftf-south-easterly, and
winter winds are prevailingly
south westerly and north-easfterly
(Holm 1996) .

The study area has an almost
negligible slope to the north.

All the sites the study area

have been zoned for general
business as well as institutional
use. Permission would be
obtained to increase fthe

height restriction imposed by
the zoning, as allowing fthe
building to be higher would
increase fthe density of the area
and also add to its value

{see appendix b).
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Van der Walt Streeft is ve
and vibrant with both veh
and pedestrians using it.
[t seems to be at its bus
early in the morning befo
and after four in the aft
To the east of the study
there are 26 schools and
{see fig 3.53)
fig 3.53 Location of study area
fig 3.54 Fiqure ground study
fig 3.55 Main routes around Pretftoria
fig 3.54 Pamphlet handed out in Van
der Walt Street
fig 3.55 Pamphlet handed out in Van
der Walt Street

i fig 3.55
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3.2 Physical context
3.2.1 Location of study
area
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The selected study area is fthe
block fthat lies between Bloed
Struben Street, with Van der
Street on the norfth-western
(see fig 3.53). |t appears
city changes at this point
{see fig 3.54). Business is
more informal and the buildin
and the sidewalks are neglect
comparison fo the city ftha
exisfts two blocks away. The
buildings in the cenfre of
block appear to the most
dilapidated. These buildings
front mostly onto Brown Stree
Brown Streef is used during f
day as a parking area for ftax
The taxis are parked all alaon
the street on the sidewalk.
This makes it difficult to
along Brown Street. Affter hav
arrived in the the ta
seem to wait they
needed again to fake people h
It does not feel safe to walk
down the street, although fthe
are people around. Only one
building faces onto Brown Streeft,
resulting in the street feeling
secluded. It is a possible hide
away for underground activity,
as there is no passive
surveillance.Yet, if you look
down Brown Streef you can see
beauftiful view of the Union
Buildings, framed by fthe
buildings along Brown Street.

| don't think anybody notices
this. There seems to be no
escape from the ground level
along Brown or Van der Walft
Streefts. You never geft fto view
your surroundings from the ftop.
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The Bloed Street taxi rank 15
is also located in fthat area
due to the link with fthe
norfthern enfrance

{see fig 3.2).

The State Library

{see fig 3.4) situated at
Vermeulen Street 239, served
as a Public Library until
1964 . Thereafter the

City Library (see fig 3.3)
was established on the corner
of Vermeulen and Andries
Streeft. In 1964 the area of
Greater Preforia was
established subsequently,
the State Library became foo
small to function
simultaneously as a City and
State library. In 1992 Sammy
Marx Square shopping centfre
was completed, and shortly
thereafter the (City Library
was moved there.

fig 3.1 Indication of arcades

fig 3.2 Natural enftrances to the city
centre

fig 3.3 Public Library

fig 3.4 State library

South of Church Str. looking north, 1903
fig 3.5 Electric tram stables fig 3.2
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Context
Historical

analysis
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Histforically the city of
Preforia developed beftween fwo
ridges, with natural enfrances
through the mountain ranges.
The layout of the city has been
generafted by a grid system of a
typical 19th century colonial
city {(Evans 2002). The blocks
resulting from this grid, are
twice as large as that of the (BD
in Johannesburg, measuring 140m
wide and 225m long

{ Van der Westhuizen, 2005).
Thus there exists an arcade
system around Church Square
{see figure 3.1), allowing
pedestrians to cut through the
blocks in a north south
direction. The successful
arcades, such as the Burlingfton
and Northvaal Arcades, are
lined with shops and bustling
with activity.

In the study area, Ford and
Turner Streets existed as
thoroughfares in a north south
direction in the block between
Bloed and Struben Streets.
Brown Street allowed pedestrians
to cross the block in a west
east direction. Brown Street
still exists, but Turner and
Ford Streets are no longer
visible.

The historic importance of Van

der Walt Street has always been
that of transportation, as it is
the sftreet where fthe tram station
was once. As an important gateway,
Van der Walt Street links with the
natural enfrance info the city
from the north.



