E-Newsletters: a step ahead:
using Blogs as newsletters
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To Blog or Not to Blog 7
That is the Question

To bleg or not to blog
THAT 1S THE QUESTION.

http://www.coxandforkum.com/
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Steps before setting up your blog

Determine:

 the purpose of your blog

 your target audience

* how the lay-out of your blog should look
like

» which blogging programme will best suit
your needs




Lay-out of the blog

» Use templates/or own design?

* One column or more than one?

» Own header or template header?
« Copyright licence?

* More than one page?

« Widgets?

« Comments?
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Deciding on right Blogging
programme

* There are many programmes to
choose from:

WIWIW

QOO0 8 Blogger IIMIDIOE ...
)W @
— | l Cwitter
. b2evolution
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The Education Library Blog @ the
University of Pretoria: a case study

 Avalilable at:
http://edulibpretoria.wordpress.com
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Purpose and target audience
of the Blog

* To keep people informed of new trends
and developments in services and
products in the library as well as new
trends and developments in the field of
Education.

* Primary target: Students and academic
staff of Faculty of Education

« Secondary target: researchers in the
field of Education internationally
(supports networking)
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Lay-out of Education Library Blog

» Used template from blogging
programme

» Used 3 columns

» Used template header

» Used 4 pages

» Used a variety of widgets
* We allowed comments
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Why we decided on Wordpress?

« Many university libraries are using Wordpress. We
used Cubberley Education Library’s Blog at
Stanford University as a benchmark.

« Wordpress had many of the features we wanted in
a blog.

* You could easily add your own widgets to the blog
(Customizable)

« The lay-out of the blog templates looked very
professional

« The blog had a thorough statistical function
* The blog had a good Spam filter
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Features of the Education Library Blog

?E Education Library Blog @ University of Pretoria - Windows Internet Explorer ;’gf;gg 8"'&55335965: . @u

v ‘@ http://edulibpretoria.wordpress.com/ o |"?| q ‘ Live Search P o~ ‘

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

»

ﬁ '{% [@ Education Library Blog @ University of ... ] ‘

- Ej ~ (= ~ |5 Page v i} Tools v

Downloads Permission

EDUCATION LIBRARY BLOG @ UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA

Entries RSS | Comments RSS

UMIVERSITEIT va PRETORIA
UNITERSITY OF FRETORIA
VUNIBESITHI ¥4 PRETORIA

Education Library Minister of Education proposes replacement of 3 year ﬁ
university degrees with 4 year degrees h

Posted on 15 August, 2008 by Johann van Wyk

September 2008
Three-year university degrees in South Africa may be a thing of the pastifthe Minister 5

of Education’'s proposal to make degrees four-year courses, is accepted by the SMTWTTF 8§
Council for Higher Education. The four-year degree is a personal idea ofthe 123 4 5 6
minister's to close the gap between university and business, after employers

indicated that graduates were lacking in language skills. (She believes all students
Library Website should have at least a working knowledge of one indigenous language and an it 16T IGIE 20

introduction to African history and civilisation). The fourth year would give students the 212223242526 27
http:ihwww library.up.ac.zaedul extra time universities need to do additional training. 28 29 30
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Another problem she identified is the high number of students who drop out. There «Aug
are several factors that contribute to this. Schools fail to teach proper language skills
and many first-year students struggle to cope with academic language and
New Books in the independent research and leaming. Google Translator:
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From: "Paul Hoffman" phoffman@law.co.za
To: Johann Van Wyk
Re: CFCR article

Dear Johann,

None whatsoever - spreading light in the darkness is what we are all about. There will shortly be
more on education on our website www.cfcr.org.za, look out for it.

Layers\q Signatures\q Bookmarks

Kind regards
Paul

g

e ----- Original Message -----

o From: Johann VanWyk
To: Paul Hoffman
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2008 11:34 AM
Subject: Re: CFCR article
Dear Paul
Thank you for the prompt response! The English version will be fine. Would you have any
objections if I put it up on our Library's blog? http://edulibpretoria.wordpress.com
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Minister of Education proposes replacement of 3 year

university degrees with 4 year degrees
Posted on 15 August, 2008 by Johann van Wyk

Three-year university degrees in South Africa may be a thing of the past ifthe Minister
of Education’s proposal to make degrees four-year courses, is accepted by the
Council for Higher Education. The four-year degree is a personal idea of the
minister's o close the gap between university and business, after employers
indicated that graduates were lacking in language skills. (She believes all students
should have at least a working knowledge of one indigenous language and an
introduction to African history and civilisation). The fourth year would give students the
extra time universities need to do additional fraining.

Another problem she identified is the high number of students who drop out. There
are several factors that contribute to this. Schools fail to teach proper language skills
and many first-year students struggle to cope with academic language and
independent research and learning.
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According to the Bloch fixing education will be a 30-year task, which must start now,
with urgency.

Education Portal

July 2008 Times Higher Education
Everyone should be on board, unified around a vision for a learning nation. Priorities S oemen:

May 2008 should be identified, phases for restoration should be stipulated, and a starting point PUpCEment

april 2008 chosen. The debate around this should not be once-off, but a process. UMESCO
Bloch further highlights some elements that could help focus such a restoration plan. Yenza

March 2008
February 2008

January 2008

-"Teachers. How do we motivate the teachers? With training and clear texts, quality
can rise. Through a mixure of encouragement and support - where necessary ‘gently’
holding recalcitrants’ feet to the fire, teachers will be central to the national endeavour.
The best of our generations should aspire to teach”

University Rankings

Shanghai Jiao Tong

November 2007
R o s s T Academic Ranking of World
Way 2007 - “Departments must do their part, especially at provincial level. Fill vacant and ‘acting Universitias

@ E | This work is

licensed under a Creative
Commaons Attribution-Share
Alike 2.5 South Africa
License.

posts, manage properly, deliver on time and atthe right place. The focus should be on
management and follow through, responsibility and accountability™.

- “Society can rally around to ensure government structures fulfill their tasks™.

- “Corporate social investment spending is increasinaly focused in clusters of
schools over a consistent and long period across a range of programmes of support™.

-*Many graduates can organise to plough back into schools and help in a systematic
way".

- “Community programmes such as Proudly Manenberg, Tikkun, or efforts like those
by the parents of Piet M Aphane High pupils in rural Limpopo, show that schools can
be improved at grassroots level”.

-“Ahuge change in our mindset, accompanied by a massive effort, is needed to
improve the guality of education, especially in the poorer schools where the majority of
the disadvantaged are”.

To read the Pretoria News Article Click Herel

THES-World University
Rankings

Webometrics Ranking of
World Universities
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Unfortunatelv. vou have to manuallv uodate this for Davlioht Savinas Time. Lame. we know. but will be fixed in the future. bt
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Privacy

/= Education Library Blog @ University of Pretoria : Privacy Settings — WordPress - Windows Internet Explorer

6\:_;.’ - @ http: [ fedulibpretaria.wordpress. com/wp-adminfoptions-privacy . php

File Edit View Favorites Tools  Help

"I:'a."‘ “1'1;7 [@ Education Library Blog @ University of Pretoria = Priva... l ‘ ﬁ‘ = E @ = j Page - .,\_'_]_'} Tools -

'\. J"I My Account =~ My Dashboards *~ MNew Post = Blog Infa =

ohann van Wyk! | Log Out | Help | Forums | Tu

Education Library Blog & University of Pretoria

Education Library Blog @ University of
Pretoria [vese
Write Manage Design Comments grades Settings | Users

General Writing Reading Discussion Privacy Delete Blog Media OpenlD Domains

Privacy Settings

EIOg V'S'b'“w = | would like my blog to be visible to everyone, including search engines (like Coogle, Sphere, Technorati) and archivers
C | would like to block search engines, but allow normal visitors
i

I 'would like my blog to be visible only to users | choose

Save Changes

WordPress | Frequently Asked Questions switch today.

bt 1NN |
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Users and roles

{= Education Library Blog

University of Pretoria : Users — WordPress - Windows Internet Explorer

—
6*.\: > |E, htkp: ffedulibpretoria. wordpress . comjwp-adminfusers, php

File Edit WView Fawvorites Tools  Help

T d4hr [ & Education Library Blog @ University of Pretaria » User... ] ‘

ﬁ - B @ o IﬁvPagE - -@Tools -

Write Manage Design Comments Upgrades

LY
Settings L
Authors & Users Your Profile Invites

Manage Users

|l search Users J

All Users

Remaowve

Change role to... | % Change ]

Change role to___

B Username Administrator
Editor
[0 clarisseve Author clarisse.venter®up.ac.za Administrator 17
Contributor
|:| edulibpretoria Jjohann.vanwyk®up.ac.za Administrator 35
|:| pl1240285 sonja.delport®@up.ac.za Administrator 0
Add User From Community =
Type the e-mail address of another WordPress.com user to add them to your blog.
User E—Mail:
b
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Users and Roles (Continued

.-":; What are the different roles? « WordPress.com - Windows Internet Explorer

@.\-_— > i |@ http://faq wordpress, com/2006/05) 1 2 fwhat-are-the-different-roles) V| LR | St tulal | Felps
File Edit Wiew Favorites Tools  Help '@ X
i:? {Q? [@ What are the different roles? = WordPress.com I ‘ ﬁ} = E;_g - Qég - I_—‘I'P Page - _-:I- Tools -

s

What are the different roles?

There are four roles: Administrator, Editor, Author, and Contributor.

Here is what they can do:

Administrator

The Admin can do everything. Complete power over posts, comments, settings, theme
choice, import, users - the whole shebang. Nothing is off-limits, including deleting the
entire blog.

Editor

They can publish any posts, edit any posts, edit any published posts, edit any pages,
moderate comments, manage categories, manage links and upload files. They can also
delete any posts and any pages. They can read, edit and delete private posts.

Author

Is able to edit their posts, publish their posts and upload files. And they can delete their
posts too.

Contributor

They can edit their posts but cannot publish.

-
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Manage Function

{= Education Library Blog @ University of Pretoria » Posts — WordPress - Windows Internet Explorer

6‘5.' - |ﬁ, htkp: ffedulibpretoria. wordpress . comfwp-adminfedit. php

File Edit ‘Wiew Faworites Tools  Help

o dfF [ & Education Library Blog @ University of Pretoria » Post. ., ] ‘ ﬁ - B @ - |2k Page - -@' Tools -
Education Lib Blog @ Uni ity of e
- | o |
Pretoria [vsise]
Write \ Manage JDesign Comments Upgrades Settings Users
Posts Pages Links Categories Tags Link Categories Media Library Import Export
Manage Posts || search Posts
All Posts | Published (52) | Drafts (3)
| Delete | | Show all dates V| | View all categories V| | Filter | n 23| |4 MNexts
Hl Date Title Author Categories Tags Status Stats
[[] =zoosfosf15 Minister of Education Johann van Edu News (5outh South Africa, universities, 3 year Published I-'\_/
proposes replacement of Wik Africa), Higher degrees, 4 year degrees, bridging year,
3 year university degrees Education, Minister language skills, lack, curriculum
with 4 year degrees of Education South changes, indigenous language, African
Africa History, African civilisation, dropout-
rate, academic language, independent
research skills, learning skills
[ zoossos/1s Sweeping changes Johann van Edu Mews (South Further Education and Training Colleges, Published Iv\_/
announced for South Wiyk Africa), Higher Crade 9, Internet access, Maledi Pandor,
African schools Education, Minister Mational Certificate, policy changes,
of Education South Schools, smaller class sizes, South
Africa Africa, teacher—pupil ratios
[l zoossos/06 South African teachers Johann van Edu News (South Concerned Maths Educators, Educators, Published I'\_/
not adequately equipped Wik Africa) ill-equipped, mathematics, teachers,
trn taarh mathc teachina. trainina Vg
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Design Function

{= Education Library Blog @ University of Pretoria > Manage Themes — WordPress - Windows Internet Explorer

6‘5.' - |ﬁ, htkp: ffedulibpretaria. wordpress . comjwp-adringthemes. php

File Edit ‘Wiew Faworites Tools  Help

—‘ - B geh = |2k Page - () Tools -
| v

"I:'? "1".;7 [ @ Education Library Blog @ University of Pretoria » Man,.. ]

Education Library Blog @ University of
Pretoria [vese

Write Manage @ Comments Upgrades Settings Users

Themes Widgets Extras Custom Image Header Edit C55

Current Theme

Digg 3 Column by Small Potato

Digg-like 3 column theme with two sidebars and a customizable header.

PTIONS: Widgets | Extras | Custom Image Header | Edit CS5S

Tags: custom header, three columns, fixed width, page navigation

Available Themes

n 2 3 4 <1 Next »

Show all themes v| | Filter |

W amec Tha WRC Thame Viewar

e ——
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Finally

» "Blogs...are creating a richer, more dynamic
Web, where participation is the rule, rather
than the exception” (Will Richardson,
Technology and Learning. 26(3) 2005 Oct.
p.48)

* “Blogging is personal participation in public
knowledge-building on the web™, Chimera
Working Paper 2005-02. Colchester:
University of Essex.
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