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PROJECT SUMMARY

THE PROJECT OBJECTIVE
The project aims to create a general awareness of our 
personal impact on our planet, while meeting the value-
based requirements of the client.

THE CHALLENGE
Working within an existing context and land use creates 
the challenge of integrating a sustainable design pro-
posal into this context which is preconceived as being less 
desirable.

S   U   R   V   E   Y     A  N  A  L  Y  S  I  S

URBAN PROCESS
Energy has been conceptualised within the proposed 
urban framework. This energy goes beyond just propos-
ing urban activity hubs and explores the energy within 
the connection lines between these hubs.

analysis
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existing urban 
energy hubs

urban 
interventions

urban energy 
spines empowerment

urban energy 
increasing 

opportunity
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PROJECT SUMMARY

THE CLIENT REQUIREMENTS
Eskom requires a value based conference facility within 
the selected culturally significant structures of the Pre-
toria-West power station.

CONTEXTUAL RESPONSE
An analysis of the existing buildings on the selected site 
and its surrounding context has been undertaken within 
the documentation. This is to fully understand the impli-
cations of placing a design concept within the context, 
allowing the opportunity to respond to these implications.

ECO-SYSTEMIC AWARENESS

RESPONSE TO BRIEF

S   U   R   V   E   Y     A  N  A  L  Y  S  I  S

URBAN MANAGEMENT PROCESS
This process has been inspired by the Curitiba urban 
precedent within this document and the associated 
need within a South African context.

THEORETICAL APPROACH
The concept aims to involve the “hierarchical” groups of 
our society, with this process involving people who would 
normally not partake in the urban energy being created 
within and around the proposed awareness facility. This 
process will undoubtedly create conflict between these 
groups. This conflict is the tool used to provoke thought 
and raise awareness.
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SUSTAINABILITY
The boundaries of the sustainable approach within this 
proposal extended beyond just the technical require-
ments of the building. It deals with social, environmen-
tal and economic factors that influence the concept as a 
whole, within its urban environment. 
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Sustainable in terms of offering a means 
for people to sustain themselves by 
having opportunity.

The use of systems to reduce impact on 
natural resources.

Capital gain is of lesser importance 
within this concept, as I am a student and 
the opportunities to explore the realms of 
sustainability may be somewhat limited 
in the near future.

traditional 
design 

concepts

social
environmental

economic

sustainable 
productfuse or discard
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CONCEPTUAL RESPONSE

CONCEPTUAL PROCESS

stakeholder groups

Facility utilisers

Centre visitors

Waste collectors

Functional response

Educational opportunity
[schools / seminars / courses / tourists]

Empowering concept
‘Green exchange program’
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element response

element A 
entrance

element B
linkage

element c
conference / awareness

component response building sustainability response

CONCLUSION
Although the trial and error process has lead to constant change, from the concept through to the details 
of the project, the result is a high quality conference facility, that supports sustainability, within a waste 
sorting environment. The design synthesis, although unpredictable, will provoke thought and allow an 
environment where people can empower themselves - on multiple levels.
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