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Methods 
Model overview
Estimated pneumococcal cases, deaths and incidence rates by clinical syndrome in the pre-pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) period (2005-2008) and post-PCV period (2012-2013) 
A number of steps were followed to estimate pneumococcal case numbers, numbers of deaths and incidence rates in both the pre- and post-PCV periods:

STEP 1 (S1 Fig.)
1) All GERMS-SA hospitalised IPD cases from both enhanced and non-enhanced sites from 2005 to 2008 and 2012 to 2013, were included in the baseline numbers on which the model was based because specimen type was available for all cases. An average of the case numbers for the pre-vaccine period (2005-2008) and a period post-vaccine introduction (2012-2013) was calculated. Based on specimen type (i.e. CSF or non-CSF), IPD cases were defined as meningitis or other cases. Cases numbers were determined by province and age group (<1 and 1-4 years) for each of the time periods (2005-2008 and 2012-2013).
2) Pneumococcal meningitis cases were defined as all IPD cases with S. pneumoniae isolated from CSF (enhanced and non-enhanced sites) or IPD cases where the organism was isolated from blood and the clinical diagnosis was meningitis (enhanced sites). The proportion of meningitis cases diagnosed clinically, with only a positive blood culture, was determined from enhanced site cases and extrapolated to non-enhanced site cases (as for other syndromes). This extrapolation was done by province and age for each of the time periods (2005-2008 and 2012-2013). The calculated non-enhanced site cases were combined with the diagnosed meningitis cases by province and age group (<1 year and 1-4 years).
3) Non-meningitis pneumococcal cases were defined as all the remaining IPD cases that were not meningitis cases. Among the remaining IPD cases we applied the proportions of bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia and non-pneumonia non-meningitis IPD cases observed at enhanced sites in each year and by province and age group (<1 and 1-4 years) to the non-meningitis IPD cases at non-enhanced sites to calculate case numbers by syndrome. Case counts, by syndrome, from non-enhanced sites were combined with those from enhanced sites for each of the categories.

STEP 2 (S2 Fig.)
4) Pneumococcal meningitis cases were adjusted for specimen-taking practices by province (see bullet 5b) as certain provinces had better access to care and more cerebrospinal fluid specimens were taken in certain provinces compared with others, assuming that IPD incidence was similar across all provinces. We totalled meningitis cases and stratified by HIV (see bullet 9) to calculate numbers of HIV-infected and –uninfected meningitis pneumococcal cases. 
5) For bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia we adjusted for incomplete blood culturing in the Gauteng Province (see bullet 5a) and for specimen-taking practices by province (see bullet 5b) as certain provinces had better access to care and some provinces took more blood culture specimens for patients presenting with pneumonia. We totalled bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia cases and stratified by HIV (see bullet 9) to calculate numbers of HIV-infected and –uninfected bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia cases. 
a. We assumed that Gauteng Province had the highest rate of specimen-taking for pneumonia but knew that not all children with pneumonia would have had a blood culture taken as part of routine practice. In contrast in a clinical trial setting all children presenting with pneumonia had a blood culture taken. To account for incomplete blood culture collection among children hospitalised with pneumonia, we adjusted the measured rate of bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia in 2005-2008 by a ratio (23:1) comparing the bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia hospitalisation incidence from a PCV clinical trial (control arm) in Soweto [1, 2] to the measured bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia incidence in the same province (2005-2008). The same ratio was used to adjust the 2012-2013 measured case numbers. 
b. Specimen-taking practices varied across facilities and provinces. To account for differences in specimen-taking practices and the underdiagnosis of IPD, we adjusted GERMS case numbers for meningitis, bacteraemic pneumonia and non-pneumonia non-meningitis using a specimen ratio where the Gauteng province incidence was estimated to be the baseline (= 1,0) and have the most complete specimen taking after been adjusted (as in bullet 5a), compared with the incidence rates in other provinces by year. Data on total numbers of blood and cerebrospinal fluid specimens taken on an annual basis and submitted to public-sector laboratories was obtained from the National Health Laboratory Service Corporate Data Warehouse. These data were broken down by province, age group and year. We assumed that this adjustment would account for children who did not reach a hospital for care as this also differed between provinces. 
6) To calculate the number of hospitalised non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia cases we used published data on the PCV9 attributable reduction (VAR) ratio of clinical pneumonia to all bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia [2]. We divided the VAR for clinical pneumonia (410 cases/100,000 child-years) by the VAR for all bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia (37 cases/100,000 child-years) to obtain a ratio of 11:1 which takes into account differences in vaccine efficacy and incidence between the non-bacteraemic and bacteraemic pneumonia groups. We used the clinical pneumonia outcome because it was found to be the most sensitive measure of pneumococcal pneumonia burden in the paediatric clinical trial (i.e. had the highest VAR), however clinical pneumonia has limitations in detection. The total non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia cases were stratified by HIV (see bullet 9) to calculate numbers of HIV-infected and –uninfected non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia cases. The relative risk for bacteraemic pneumonia was used for non-bacteraemic pneumonia. 
7) For non-pneumonia non-meningitis IPD case numbers we adjusted the observed cases from GERMS for specimen-taking practices by province (see bullet 5b) as certain provinces had better access to care and some provinces took proportionally more blood culture specimens. We totalled the adjusted non-pneumonia non-meningitis IPD cases and stratified by HIV (see bullet 9) to calculate numbers of HIV-infected and –uninfected non-pneumonia non-meningitis IPD cases. 
8) To calculate the relative risk (RR) of pneumococcal disease in HIV-infected (HI) versus HIV-uninfected (HU) cases for each syndrome we used the following formula:

The RR for pneumococcal disease due to HIV infection was estimated by dividing the rate of IPD HIV-infected cases per year to the rate of IPD HIV-uninfected cases per year for each syndrome. The number of HIV-infected cases were calculated by multiplying the prevalence of HIV by the number of enhanced site cases, while HIV-uninfected case numbers were the difference between total and HIV-infected case numbers. 
9) We stratified by HIV for all pneumococcal syndromes by estimating the number of HIV-infected (HI) cases in each group using the following formula:

PopHIV+ and PopHIV- are the age- and year-specific number of HIV-positive and HIV-negative individuals in the population, RR is the age- and year-specific relative risk for pneumococcal hospitalizations due to HIV infection calculated as described in bullet 8 and IPDTotal is the age- and year-specific national number of pneumococcal hospitalizations. We used the HIV RR instead of the HIV prevalence among pneumococcal cases in 2008 because of the changing HIV prevalence in the population from 2005 to 2008 [3].
We calculated the number of HIV-uninfected cases as the difference between the total number of cases and the HIV-infected cases (IPD HIV-uninfected cases = IPD Total cases – IPD HIV-infected cases). 
10) We calculated the adjusted number of pneumococcal deaths for each syndrome by age group by multiplying adjusted case number estimates (as calculated above) by case fatality ratios (CFRs) observed at the GERMS-SA enhanced sites for bacteraemic cases (meningitis, bacteraemic pneumonia and non-pneumonia non-meningitis). For non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia we used CFRs from a study in Kenya [4] that observed case fatality rates among children under 5 years of age admitted to hospital for any reason with and without bacteraemia (all children had blood cultures obtained regardless of their admission diagnosis). The observed CFR for non-bacteraemic admissions was (5.7%) which was 5-fold lower than that observed for bacteraemic admissions (28.2%). 
11) For all syndromes we calculated incidence and mortality rates using the adjusted case and death estimates from the model in combination with  the and mid-year population estimates obtained from Statistics South Africa as denominators for different age groups (http://www.statssa.gov.za/). The Thembisa model, which accounted for PMTCT and HIV treatment impact, was used for HIV specific denominators [5]. We calculated incidence rate ratios for all syndromes comparing incidence or mortality rates in HIV-infected to HIV-uninfected children (S1 Table). 
12) The proportional reduction in different syndromes was based on actual numbers in 2012-2013 and calculated reductions therefore differed by syndrome, age group and HIV status. 

Sensitivity analysis 
A one-way sensitivity analysis was performed by changing one variable at a time to see the effect on the total number of cases and deaths (Tornado diagrams, S3 and S4 Figs). 
Parameters that we varied in the sensitivity analysis of cases and deaths included the proportion of under 5 year old deaths that occur in the community, an adjustment for the likelihood of obtaining a blood culture among hospitalised children with suspected pneumococcal disease and the ratio of bacteraemic to non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia. For estimates of pneumococcal deaths we also assessed the effect of changes in CFRs (see Table 2 in main manuscript for parameters). 
1) For the proportion of all deaths that occur in the community (which we did not include in our main analysis) we used vital statistics data from Statistics South Africa which enumerates deaths in the community and in hospitals by syndrome. We calculated the additional proportion of cases that we would expect to have died in the community based on our hospital data and added these cases to the model. The limitation of this assumption is that cases that die in and out of hospital may not be directly comparable with each other in terms of severity and causation.
2) For incomplete blood culturing practices among children hospitalised with IPD, we adjusted the measured rate of bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia by a ratio of 8:1 which compared the IPD hospitalisation incidence from the PCV clinical trial (control arm) in Soweto [2] to the measured IPD incidence in the same province. 
3) For the ratio of bacteraemic to non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia we used the same published data on the vaccine attributable reduction (VAR) ratio (11:1) of clinical pneumonia to bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia as in our main analysis [2]. Based on a clinical trial in the elderly [6] which incorporated urine antigen testing for non-bacteraemic pneumonia, we tried to account for the apparent underestimation of VE in the paediatric clinical trials. The ratio (1.89) of the VEs from the two clinical was used to inflate the non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia case numbers [6] calculated in our main analysis.
4) A second VAR calculation using the ratio of CXR-confirmed pneumonia to bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia (4:1) [2] and including the additional factor (1.89) accounting for the change in vaccine efficacy [6] was conducted (7.6:1).
5) An alternative calculation of non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia calculated the number of HIV-infected and –uninfected cases separately and then summed these numbers. The sensitivity of blood culture for diagnosing pneumococcal pneumonia was assumed to be 3-5% in HIV-uninfected children and 18% in HIV-infected children. We also used separate VARs for HIV-infected (5:1) and –uninfected children (38:1) for the ratio of clinical pneumonia to bacteraemic pneumonia from the Soweto pneumococcal clinical trial [2]. 
6) For the CFR ratio of bacteraemic to non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia we used the death risk ratio reported by a trial from The Gambia [7]. This ratio (3:1) was considered an underestimate as it compared the adjusted risk ratio for death of end-point pneumonia (1.98) which included the highest proportion of bacteraemic pneumonia to the adjusted risk ratio for death of ‘other infiltrates /abnormalities’ pneumonia (0.66) which had the lowest proportion of positive blood cultures. [8]
7) Lastly, we included a second study to calculate the CFR ratio of bacteraemic to non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia. For non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia we used the ratio of CFR (5:1) among all-cause community-acquired bacteraemic (28.2%) to all-cause non-bacteraemic hospital admissions (5.7%) reported in the literature from Kenya [4, 9]

Results 
Impact of the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine and other interventions on the burden of disease  
To crudely estimate the relative contribution of PCV and HIV-related interventions we assumed similar disease rates between 2005-2008 and 2012-2013 and used data on the impact of HIV interventions in HIV-infected children from a previous impact study (31% reduction) [3]. This translated into a total of approximately 37,223 cases potentially averted by the vaccine in children <5 years of age in 2012-2013, 12,819 in HIV-infected and 24,405 in HIV-uninfected children. In the same age group 1146 deaths were assumed averted, 390 in HIV-infected and 757 in HIV-uninfected children.

Sensitivity analysis 
S2 and S3 Tables demonstrate the key variables altered in the sensitivity analysis for 2005-2008 and 2012-2013 for number of cases and number of deaths respectively. 
The highest mortality rates in children <5 years of age was a death rate of 230 per 100,000 py in 2005-2008 and 62 per 100,000 py in 2013.

Discussion 
The greatest burden of pneumococcal disease in this study presented with pneumonia, at a 96-fold higher rate than meningitis. This was similar to rates described in previous studies where pneumonia made up the bulk of pneumococcal disease (90-fold higher than meningitis) [10]. Even though there has been a reduction in pneumococcal numbers, disease burden as well as pneumococcal death rates still remains significant in the post-PCV era.

The pre-PCV pneumococcal incidence rates calculated by this model were comparable to those from a clinical trial conducted in South Africa in the pre-antiretroviral treatment, pre-vaccine era from 1998-2001. The clinical trial reported an IPD incidence of 331 per 100,000 py in young children in the placebo arm [1] which was slightly higher than this burden model rate of 277 per 100,000 py (2005-2008). The same trial demonstrated a bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia incidence for all children of 196 per 100,000 py [2] which was similar to our estimates of 163 per 100,000 py. The non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia rates (1,797 per 100,000 py) much lower than the observed incidence of clinical lower respiratory tract infection (3,565 per 100,000) rates among the placebo arm of the clinical trial [2]. Our model utilised parameters from this clinical trial to calculate the burden of non-bacteraemic from bacteraemic pneumonia, and this may have contributed to similar rates. 

Although we did not calculate costs of pneumococcal hospitalizations, there have been studies from Latin America which documented the substantial cost of pneumococcal disease and found that PCV introduction was cost-saving [11, 12]. With approximately 26,000 hospitalised cases averted annually in South Africa in 2013, it is expected that PCV will have significant cost reductions for the health system despite the expense of the vaccine. A health economic study in South Africa [13] calculated the median total cost for a severe acute respiratory infection (SARI) hospitalization as ZAR 8804.25; assuming a similar cost for pneumococcal disease, ZAR 1,133,987,400 (US$ 80,424,638; exchange rate ZAR:US$ 14:1 [14]) could be saved by 2013 in direct hospitalization costs compared with those that would occur without the PCV program. 

Figures 
S1 Fig.: Initial step in estimating the burden of invasive and non-invasive pneumococcal cases in children aged <5 years in South Africa, 2005-2008 and 2012-2013
ES = enhanced sites, NES = non-enhanced sites, IPD = invasive pneumococcal disease
*Includes cases positive for pneumococcus from CSF at ES and NES, and among ES sites, cases with pneumococcus from blood culture along with a clinical meningitis diagnosis 

S2 Fig.: Second step in estimating the burden of invasive and non-invasive pneumococcal cases in children <5 years in South Africa, 2005-2008 and 2012-2013

S3 Fig.: Tornado sensitivity diagram representing change in pneumococcal case estimates in children <5 years of age in the pre-vaccine era, when values of key variables are modified.
Footnote: • Community death rates = deaths in the community in children <5 years derived from Statistics South Africa vital statistics data. • Vaccine probe estimates = Incomplete blood culturing practice adjustment derived from ratio of IPD hospitalisation incidence from PCV clinical trial in Soweto to measured GERMS IPD incidence (8:1). • Additional adjustment of 1.89 = Adjustment to account for underestimation of VE from clinical trials. 
• Ratio of NBP to BPP cases = VAR ratio of bacteraemic to CXR-confirmed non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia (1: 7.6). • Separate HIV NBP calculation = Alternative calculation of non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia separately for HIV-infected and –uninfected children using separate VARs. 

S4 Fig.: Tornado sensitivity diagram representing change in pneumococcal death estimates in children <5 years of age in the pre-vaccine era, when values of key variables are modified.
Footnote: • Community death rates = deaths in the community in children <5 years derived from Statistics South Africa vital statistics data. • Vaccine probe estimates = Incomplete blood culturing practice adjustment derived from ratio of IPD hospitalisation incidence from PCV clinical trial in Soweto to measured GERMS IPD incidence (8:1). • Additional adjustment of 1.89 = Adjustment to account for underestimation of VE from clinical trials. 
• Ratio of NBP to BPP cases = VAR ratio of bacteraemic to CXR-confirmed non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia (1: 7.6). • Separate HIV NBP calculation = Alternative calculation of non-bacteraemic pneumococcal pneumonia separately for HIV-infected and –uninfected children using separate VARs. • Adjusted CFR for NBP/BPP Gambia (3:1): Adjusted death risk ratio of end-point pneumonia to ‘other infiltrates /abnormalities’ pneumonia (1.98:0.66=3:1). • Adjusted CFR for NBP/BPP Kenya (5:1): Ratio of CFR (5:1) among all-cause community-acquired bacteraemic (28.2%) to all-cause non-bacteraemic hospital admissions (5.7%). 
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