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The mandate

• Policy to provide open access to research papers : 
Office of the Registrar 
http://www.up.ac.za/intranet/registrar/2009-09-
22e_Open%20access%20to%20res%20papers.pdf

• Submit the peer-reviewed post-print of your article • Submit the peer-reviewed post-print of your article 
and published conference papers to UPSpace 
http://repository.up.ac.za/upspace/

• Give the University permission to

a) make the content freely available;

b) to take necessary steps to preserve files in perpetuity



The mandate & UPSpace

• Repositories are key components of the emerging 
digital research infrastructure

• It helps sharing of information

• UPSpace collects, preserves, provides free, • UPSpace collects, preserves, provides free, 
unrestricted online access to research outputs

• Links research and scholars



Benefits for authors?

• More exposure - cited more and earlier

• Universal access - vs journal access

• Easier information discovery - Google

• New research techniques - text mining• New research techniques - text mining

• Persistent access - no dead links

• Long-term preservation

• Students benefit

• Central archive of author’s work - CV

• Links to Research report (2007 & 2008)



Benefits for Irma Eloff



Benefits for UP?

• Enables university to publicise its research

• Provides access to the work of its staff & students

• Single access point vs hundreds of journals

• Enhances the visibility and prestige of UP• Enhances the visibility and prestige of UP

• Quality of academic output is an advertisement 

• Can attract external revenue streams, faculty & 
students

• Can ease research reporting for research 
assessment



When should I submit my article?

• Immediately after acceptance for publication

• Articles/papers consist in three forms

– Pre-print: the version the author submits for peer-
reviewreview

– Post-print: the version which has been reviewed and 
corrected by the author

– Publisher’s version: the text after it has been 
copyedited, formatted with reference links and 
interactive tables added



How?

• Self-archiving (green route to open access)

– Quick guide

• Appoint a departmental submitter

• Training• Training

– Elize Nagel

– Open Scholarship Office

– Information specialists



Responsibilities of role players?

• Authors

– Provide postprints and submit

• Open Scholarship Office

– Manage the implementation of the mandate– Manage the implementation of the mandate

– Assess submissions & maintain standards

– Adhere to publisher regulations

– Manage embargoes

– More…alerts, training, publisher negotiations etc. 

• Department of Library Services

– Supply information, guidance & support to submitters



Concerns for authors

• Copyright

– Authors are encouraged to negotiate terms with the 
official UP addendum: 
http://www.library.up.ac.za/openup/docs/Addendum.pdf

– UP encourages publishing in Accredited Open Access – UP encourages publishing in Accredited Open Access 
journals: http://www.library.up.ac.za/aoajsa.htm

• Plagiarism

• Ownership of work

• UPSpace versus departmental/own web site

• UPSpace versus journals



Get the positive message across

• Self-archiving is a supplement for publishing

• Open access articles have a citation advantage

• Repositories can provide download & view data

• Self-archiving can reduce workload• Self-archiving can reduce workload

– Provide a link on their web pages (no updating)

– Citations can easily be extracted

– Links in CV



Concerns & solutions for Open 
Scholarship Office

• Will authors self-archive?

• Confusion and ignorance of authors

• Possible solutions: 

– Mediated submissions– Mediated submissions

– SWORD’s automatic deposit service (BioMed Central 
journals) 



Current status? 3859 articles
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Thank you!
Questions and discussion
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