together with the likes of Prince Charles whose feverish determinism is
rivaled only by John Ruskin’s bias. The above have probably done more harm
than good in the pursuit of a humanist architecture. I do agree with most of
what Ruskin and Violet le Duc have to say and believe that together with the
Industrial type revolution here, material and labour resources in South Africa
make good argument for an Arts and Crafts architecture. This is further
supported by the appropriateness and thermal performance of Arts and Crafts
type buildings in the Highveld.

There is good precedent for Arts and Craftsish architecture in Pretoria with
Moerdyk, Eaton and Hortsmanshoff (an architect by Pancho Guedian/Gus Gerneke
decree) having endowed us with the finest examples. The Pretoria disinterest
in - and disregard for - our heritage drives me to fight the conservation
battle which has now become a purpose in life for me.

Abraham Thyse has in the meantime awakened me to the mystery of deconstructicn
and the flexibility/rationiale of the Neo-Modern and I hope that some aspects
of contemporary space manipulation are creeping into my work. Our daily
discussions seem to echo the Eisenman/Krier debate but this is hopefully as
profitable as it is exhausting.
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