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Figure  5.1.
Figure ground of Pretoria 
indicating the location of 
the site.(Author, 2010)
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As a result of the social and economic ten-
������ ��	�� 
������������ ��
� 
���� ��� ��
����	��
visible spatial reactions are occurring.  A site 
that best represents the tensions that are 
��
�
���������� ��
� 
���� ��� ��
� ���	�� ���	���
at the intersection of Nelson Mandela and 
Skinner Street. The formation of the iso-
�	�
�����	�� ���	����	�� ��
��
��������	��

�-
��������������
�	��������	����

�	������
��
around the inner city as to alleviate conges-
��������������
�
����

���
��������

�������	��
politically based but practically motivated 
to provide the city’s citizens easier access 
to and from the city to limit congestion. 
Construction of the ring-road had begun, 
���� ������ ��� ������
�
��� ������ �

�����
�
�
�����������	������
����
�
���!
��	����	����
of the city have been affected by the pro-
���
�� �������	�� ����
�� ���
�� �	�� �
	�� ���
the formation of isolated urban islands. 

"����
�#�$���
����
Proposed ring-road around the city of Pretoria 
���
�� 
�
	�
�� ��
� ����	����� ��� 	�� ���	�� ���	����
(Architecture Archives, University of Pretoria, 2010)

Figure 5.2 (opposite)
Aerial photo of the site (urban island) and the 
surrounding context (Geography department, 
University of Pretoria and overlay by Author, 2010)
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informal is evident on the site. The site cur-
�
�����
�������������
�&
��	���������������
��
���	��'
�����
��	�	���
������
*���+�	�������
�
�	��������
�&
��	����������������
�
����
���
�
have claimed the space as their sleeping 
	�
	����
�
����	��
������
�
	�
���
��

����
�
formal resident being able to afford to rent 
	�� 	�	���
��� ������� ��
� &
��	��� 	��� ��
�
informal homeless person, sleeping in lost 
space. 

��
�
� ��� �����
�� �
������ 
�
	�
�� �
��

��
��	�� ��� 
�����	�
� 	�'
�������� 	��� ��	������
The Berrals building has a billboard attached 
to its south facade and underneath this 
corporate billboard a citizen has expressed 
himself by ‘tagging’ the building in the form 
�����	������&����	�'
��������	�����	����� ���
-
tion on a phenomenological level as to 
	�	*
�� ��
� '�
�
�/�� 
���������� +�'
��������
'�
��� ��
� 
���4
�� 	�� 	� 
�����
�� 	��� ���
��
��� �
��� 
���4
��� 	� �	�� ��� ���
��+�'
�������� ���
based on the idea of that public visual space 
���	��
	�������
�'�����
���� �6�	�����	�������
on the other hand make it their main mis-
sion to reclaim city space either as a reac-
tion against consumerist advertising or the 
need to make a personal mark on their en-
'�����
���� 6�	����� 	�� ����� ���
�� ������ ���

�����
�	�����	���	��
���������
������	
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�	*
����
�'�
�
���
�
�	���
�
������	

���7��

�	��
��
����
����
�����������	

����
���-
cils and corporations (Manco 2004: 11)

��
� ��	����� ��	�� ��� ��	��� ��� ��
� &
��	���
���������������� ��
�'�
�
���	��
��������� ����
����	����������
����	�� ���	������
���	����� ���
an attempt to reclaim the lost space of the 
urban island. Even though the urban island 
������������ 	��	;��� ���
��

������������ ��
�
����� ��� ��
����	� ���
� ������ 	�� ���
�� ��
�
grid of Pretoria shifts), the urban island 
has become anti-space, making no positive 
contribution to the surrounding areas and 
its users. The urban island’s edges are ill-
�
��
��	�������	�������
���

��
�
�
�������	�
coherent manner (Trancik 1986: 4).

Figure 5.3 (opposite)
�������	��� ����
	����� ��
� �
�	��������� �
��

�� � ��
�
formal + informal and the corporate + citizen (Author, 
2010)

"����
�#�?���
����
The Berrals building  - A 5 storey apartment block 
isolated on the urban island (Author, 2010)
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The urban island is completely isolated from 
the vibrant activity and transition of people 
moving from Sunnyside (residential district) 
����� ��
� 
���� 

���
� ����*�� 	��� '�

� '
��	��
This activity occurs on the periphery of 
��
� ����	�
�� ���	������
� ���
� �
	�������� ��
�
social tension of universality and identity as 
there are a multitude of publics (people of 
different races/religions/cultures etc.) that 
pass the periphery of the site on a daily 
basis and these multiple publics need to be 
accommodated.   

��
����	�����	�������
���������	�
���������	��
intersection of different functional areas. 
Jane Jacobs refers to city diversity as itself 
permitting and stimulating more diversity 
(Jacobs 1961: 157). Yet, this is not the case 
������
�	���������
����
����H�
�������%��
�
��
���

�� ���
�� ����� �
��
���
��	�� ��� ��
�
urban island caters for the cities diversity 
and permits and stimulates a variety of func-
������	�����������	������������
����
��
�����-
es of all degrees of size. A lively city scene 
(Esselen Street) is lively largely by virtue of 
its enormous collection of small elements 
of diversity: the spaza shops, hairdressers, 
mechanics & music stores etc. The variety 
����
�	�����	�
�
������
��%��
�
��L��

���
�-
minates at Nelson Mandela Street (Jacobs 
1961: 160).

Jacobs speaks of commercial diversity as 
being immensely important for cities, socially 

	���
��� 	��

�����
	�����+�
����������
�� ��	��
contains an exuberant variety and plenty in 
its commerce contains other kinds of di-
'
������ 	���
���� ��
������� '	��
������ 
�����	��
opportunities, variety of scenes, and a great 
variety in its population and other users. The 
same physical and economic conditions that 
generate diverse commerce are intimately 
related to the production, or the presence, 
������
��*��������
����'	��
����O��
'
�������
does not mean that cities automatically gen-
erate diversity just by existing. They generate 
����

	��
������
�'	������
��
�
���

�����
�
pools of use that they form. Whenever cities 
fail to form such economic pools of use, the 
struggle to generate diversity is like that of a 
small settlement (Jacobs 1961: 160).

Pedestrian movement

Site - Urban Island

Figure 5.5 (opposite)
Aerial photograph indicating functional areas and 
pedestrian movement (Geography department, 
University of Pretoria and overlay by Author, 2010)

"����
�#�Q���
����
The urban island in isolation and failing to connect ele-
ments of the city together (Author, 2010)
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+� 
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����� ��� �	���	�	/�� �������� ��
� 
��������
movement of people that travel from Sunnyside to the 
inner city and vice versa. The majority of movement  
traverses across Nelson Mandela and Skinner Street 
���
��	�
�
��
���'
���
	�������	�
�����

���
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�	���]��4
�L��

����+������$^X^�

Figure 5.11. (left) -  Aerial of the Site. 
(Author 2010)

Figure 5.7.  (above) Corner of Nelson Mandela 
Drive & Skinner Street. (Author 2010)

Figure 5.8.  (above) The urban island that runs in the 
middle of Nelson Mandela Drive that pedestrians 
use to travel into the city. (Author 2010)

Figure 5.9.  (far right) - Movement along the 
urban island. (Author 2010)

"����
� #�X^�� ������� _� �
����� �� [�'
�
���
across Nelson Mandela Drive. (Author 2010)
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Jacobs highlights four conditions that are 
indispensable in order to generate exuber-
ant diversity in a city’s streets and districts 
(Jacobs 1961: 162): 

1. The district, and indeed as many of its 
internal parts as possible, must serve 
more than one primary function; prefer-
	�������
���	���������
�
������
����
�
��
� ��
�
�

� ��� �
���
� ���� ��� ���-
doors on different schedules and are 
able to use many facilities in common.

2. Most blocks must be short, that is 
streets and opportunities to turn cor-
�
���������
���
H�
���

3. The district must mix buildings that vary 
in age and condition, including a good 
proportion of old buildings so that they 
vary in the economic yield. This variation 
of buildings must be fairly close-grained.

4. ��
�
� ����� �
� 	� ����
�
����� �
��
�

��

���	����� ��� �
���
�� ���� ��	�
'
��
purposes they may be there. This in-
cludes dense concentration in the case 
��� �
���
� ���� 	�
� ��
�
� �

	��
� ���
residence.

The combination of these four conditions 
creates effective economic pools of use. 
The absence of any one of the four condi-
tions frustrates a district’s potential. The 
lack thereof of the relationship of commer-
cial, retail and living in and around the urban 
island is evident. The surrounding context 
(district) has met conditions 2-4 but still 
needs to address the condition of having 
more than one function and becoming hybrid 
in nature addressing the needs of multiple 
publics. Since the site is at the intersection 
of different functional areas there is the op-
portunity for the site to become landmark. 

The urban island is in isolation from the rest 
of the city as a result of the site becoming 
lost space. The site has no external connec-
������ ����� ��
� 
�������� ������������ �	���
��
The Berrals building remains as an isolated 
���
�����	��	���
	�
���	����
������
���

��
to the surrounding urban fabric. The only 

���

���������	���������
�
���������	������
-
comes an informal thoroughfare for people 
���� ��'
� ��� &
�
	� 	��� �	��� ��� �
�� ��� ��
�
city. The dominant path from Sunnyside to 
the city that runs along the periphery of the 
���	�����	�����������
����
��
��	���
�
	���7��
��
�� ���� �	'
� 	��
��� �
��
�� �	��� �
����	-
tion and origin point.

People tend to think of path destinations 
	�������������������
����
����	'
�� ��
�
�����
�
���
���*
����*������
�
��	����
	�
������
	�����
�
� ��
�� �
	����	���� ��	���	'
�
�
	��
	����
���*������������	����
����	�������	'
�
stronger identities and help tie the city to-
gether giving the observer a sense of bearing 
��
�
'
���
�
����
����
���q��
��XwQ^{�#?���
The major pedestrian routes along Esselen 
and Du Toit street that run past the urban 
���	���	�
�����
�
	��	���	�
������
��
���

Social, economical and programmatic ten-
sions have been explored at a city scale and 
have informed the selection of an appropri-
ate site.  The urban island exists in isola-
����� 	��� ��� ��� �
����������� ���� ������������

���
�����
������� 
����� �
��

�� ��
� ���	��
island and the surrounding urban fabric. 
These tensions are to be investigated to act 
as a design generator for both program and 

architectural intervention. 

Figure 5.13.  
Aerial photograph indicating the isolation of the urban 
island due to the dominance of vehicular movement over 
that of pedestrian movement (Geography department, 
University of Pretoria and overlay by Author 2010)
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The effect the ring-road 
�������	'
��	�������
�
����	��
	�����
����
��������	��������
have further fragmented the 

����
�
	������	���
����
��

��
different parts of the city.

Macro Scale

The isolated island is an ex-
ample on a micro scale level 
of the effects the proposed 
�������	�� ������ �	'
� �	��
on the city and its urban 
fabric.

Micro Scale

Figure 5.15. (middle)
Pretoria city in isolation. 
(Author 2010)

Figure 5.16. (right)
Urban island in isolation. 
(Author 2010)

Figure 5.14. (top)
Proposed ring-road around the city 
�����
����	����
��
�
	�
����
�����	-
tion of an urban island. (Architecture 
Archives, University of Pretoria, 2010)
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The site is in ‘historical’ tension due to the 
massive changes that occurred around it 
over time. It has been removed from the 
existing urban fabric and as a result been 
left as an urban island. Esselen Street origi-
nally culminated at the eastern edge of the 
���
�	��	���;��
��������
�����*
�����\�������
L��

�����
���	��	�������
�
	��
���
��
����
��
����
�������	�������
�
��

�����������	��
�	'
��

���
��'
����
������
����
��������
Skinner and Nelson Mandela Street. The site 
����
�������������	������
��'
�����������
����
block. 

The Berrals building, built in 1958, is situated 
�����
����	�����	���	���
	���
���
����
��	��
being a place of historical and national signif-
icance. Its importance can be attributed to 
the designer, Wynand Smit of the architec-
���	������L����	���|��;�
�������
��������
��
to the establishment of Pretoria Regionalism 
in the Transvaal (Gerneke 1998:216) and the 
�	
����	����
���������������
������
��	����
��

�	���
�� ��� &�	4���	�� ��}�
�

�� ��
����	�
Regionalism.

+�
	�� ������� ��
� ������ 
�'�����
��� ��	��
�	'
� 
�����	�� ��� ������
	��� '	��
� 	�
� �
����
threatened, damaged or destroyed by urban 
development. This more than often leads to 
irreversible cultural, social and economic 
losses (Washington charter 1987). Heritage 

and development are therefore inseparable 

�����
����	�����
��	������
�
��

����������-
tainability’ – preserving a cities heritage for 
��
� �
�
��� ��� �����
� �
�
�	������� !�����
�
��� ��
������
��
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������ ��
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gredient for kneading a harmonious balance 
�
��

���	������
�
���	��������
���Z%L!�{�
2002). 
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	�� 	� 
�����	���� ������
	���
site (such as the Berrals bulding), certain 
conservation principles (Burra Charter, 
Vienna Charter, and Washington Charter) 
need to be taken into account. This is done 
in order to ensure that appropriate deci-
������	�
��	�
���
��������	�
	���������
��
a development. The conservation principles 
��������
�������
���
��
����������
��	��	��
��	�� ��
� �
�� ��������� ����� �
� 	��
� ��� �	�-
moniously adapt to its historical context as 
�
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����	������
��%��������
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cant building can act as a design generator 
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�
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�
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����������
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���	�����������
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tending the buildings history and life, giving 
���	��
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������	���
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	��������
�
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Figure 5.17. 
Aerial photograph taken in 1948.  No 
urban island exists. (Geography depart-
ment, University of Pretoria, 2010)

Figure 5.18. 
< 1997 : Road layout before the construction 
of Nelson Mandela Drive & Skinner Street 
(Author, 2010)

Figure 5.19. 
Aerial photograph taken in 2005. The forma-
tion of the urban island is evident (Geography 
department, University of Pretoria, 2010)

Figure 5.20. 
> 1997 : Road layout after the construction of Nelson 
Mandela Drive & Skinner Street (Author, 2010)
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6������}������	��{
Shops such as a butchery 
	���	���	����
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Residential Units

East Elevation

Figure 5.21. 
������	��\�	�����������
�&
��	�/��&��������+�
��'
��
Department of Architecture, University of Pretoria, 
2010)

West Elevation

Section A-A
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2010

> 1997

Figure 5.22. 
Du Toit street ran alongside the Berral’s building and into the city. Pedestrian activity is evident along the pavements 
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�����������
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2010)

Figure 5.24.  
Vibrant activity along the street front of the Berral’s building (Archive, Department of Architecture, University of 
Pretoria, 2010)

Figure 5.25.  
��
��������}���������
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��	�/�����������
������
�������������
��	��	����
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���	���	��	�����+�
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of Architecture, University of Pretoria, 2010)

Figure 5.23. 
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�&
��	�/������������������
���
�������	�
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���+��	��
�������
��������}�����������	'
��

���
��'
��	���
��-
verted into residential apartments (Author, 2010)
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��
� O������� O	���� ���
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�� ��	���
Institute’s architecture programme, former-
ly consisted of three separate historic land-
mark buildings. In 1996, the central building 
�	���
�����
�� ��� 	���
� �
	'���� ��
� �����
-
�	��������������������	�
�����
��
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stitches the buildings back together. The dif-
�
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�

����}�����
'
����
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from a mere 12 mm at ground level to 2 m 
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ramp that creates an extended promenade 
��	'
�������
��

�����

��������	����	��
��
back of the building (Lecuyer 2006: 54).

 The building uses modern materials to sen-
����'
�������
�������������
��������������
��
��
����
�
�
	�����	��
����
������	����	���	�*�
�����
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�����
��
��	���������
	��������

�
	�����	��
�������
���	

�������

�� �
'
��
and the experimentation of different ma-
terials. The use of polycarbonate gives the 
front facade of the building a clean repeti-
tive look that is in contrast to the historic 
buildings on either side of it.  This contrast is 
�
��

����������
��������
���������������
�������
�
����	��
�����
�	�����������������
����
�������
(Lecuyer 2006: 54-57)

DESIGN CONSIDERATION:

This precedent demonstrates a sensitive 
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�������
������������
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Concept:

�����	�{������
�	���
��
	����	��	�
����
�{���������	��
�������������	��������������*�����

Architect: Steven Holl Architects
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Figure 5.26. 
���
�����
������
��

���
��	�������
(Holl, 2010)

Figure 5.30. 
��
� �
��������� �
��

�� ��
� '	������ �
'
��� ��� ��
�
�����������
������������
(Holl, 2010)

Figure 5.29. 
L

���������������
��	�����	��
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��������	����	��
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(Holl, 2010)

Figure 5.28. 
7��
����� '�
�� ��� ��
� �	���
promenade that connects the 
�����������
�����������
(Holl, 2010)

Figure 5.27. 
%��
����� '�
�� �� ��
� ��


������
�
����������
��

���
��	�������
(Holl, 2010)
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The urban island has become a passive entity 
�������
�
�������
��������	������������
�
�	�
�
high levels of pedestrian and vehicular move-
ment all along the edges of the site. Esselen 
L��

�� ����� ���� ������� 	
��'
� ���
����
�
energy of different activities ends abruptly 
as it meets Nelson Mandela drive. Yet, some 
activity is carried through on the periphery 
��� ��
� ���
� ����� 	�������	����� ��� ��	

� ���
informal traders occurring along a small 
island that is currently used by pedestrians 
to cross Nelson Mandela drive. The urban 
���	����
�	�����	���'
�����
���
�������������
context is highly active. 

Mobility, motion, and the automobile have 
�

��
� ������ ���� ����	������ O����	�� ���-
tems have created the need for a complex 
�	��
������ 
���

���� ��	���������� ��
� 
�����
�������
��
���	��
��������
��	;��������	���
����� ��
� �	����
�� �
����*� ��� ���

���� ��
�
���

������
�������
����	��	����	���
	����	�-
�
�
��	��
	���
��

���������
�
������
�����
���Z
�����[	��
�	����'
�	�����
����
�����
��� L*���
�� L��

��� ��
�
� ���� �	��� 	��
�-
ies along the north and east edges of the 
site are dominant structuring elements in 
��
�
�������
����
�������������L*���
��	���
Nelson Mandela Streets has affected both 
pedestrian and vehicular movement in this 
	�
	����
�
������	���
�����	���
��������
��
for the city have structured a hierarchy of 
transport routes that vehicles and pedestri-
ans use to move through the city. Vehicular 

movement in this instant has taking pref-
erence over that of pedestrian movement 
(Trancik 1986: 6 -7).

\������� L��

�� ���
�� ��

� �	�� 	�������
�
the Berrals building has been removed by 
��
� 
������
����� ��� ��
�
� ���� �	��� 	��
�-
ies thereby enforcing the notion that the 
street has lost its social meaning as a multi-
purpose space. Districts around the urban 
���	�������������
�	
����������	�����
����
�
urban island has become an isolated homo-
geneous enclave. The desire for order and 
mobility has undermined the need for diver-
sity and richness of urban public life (Trancik 
1986: 6 -7).

 �

�%
�����	�%
�&� 
�

	�������'
�������

 �(
������
�
���


Passive | Active Pedestrian | Vehicular

Figure 5.31. 
Arterial roads, Nelson Mandela drive and Skinner 
���

���
���

�������
�
���������
������	������
���
(Map Studio and overlay by Author, 2010)

�
�
�
��
�
��
�
	�
�
�
�

Figure 5.32. 
Aerial indicating the movement of pedestrians and vehicles. (Geography department, University of Pretoria and 
overlay by Author, 2010)
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�
����[	���
������
������	��
�'�����
��	��	�
�
�����
������	�����	���
������
��	�*���	��
incorporates architecture, landscape and 
���	�� ����	����
���
����
� �
����� �	�� 
��-
ceived as a continuous surface that unfolds 
	�� 	� �	���
	�
� ����	����	��
����� �������
�

���� 	
����� �����	�� 	��� �	��� ���
�� ��� �
	
��
�	�
�/�� 
��
����
� ���
� ���
�� �	�� ��

� 	�
fuel storage and transfer facility remained 
����
�� 	��� �

	�
� ����� ��	

� ������� ��
�

�������
� ���
��	�� ������ ������ ���

� �	�

���
����	�����	���
�
�������������	��	���	��
��	��
��	��	�����	�����	
*�����
��
���
����������
�
sculpture park unties these separated three 
�	�

�������	����������	�����
�����
��������	�
z-shaped pedestrian path that cuts through 
��
��
���	�*�����������'
����
��	���	�����
��
and the arterial road in order to connect 
urban core (the city) to the revitalized 
�	�
������� ���	����� $^^�{� Q$�� 	����
����
Manfredi 2010).

DESIGN CONSIDERATION:

Creating a pedestrian path that bridges 
�	���	�� ���
�� 	��� 	�� 	��
��	�� ��	��� ��
� ���
�
is able to connect to both the city and its 
������������ �
������ ����
� 	

�����	�����
for vehicular and pedestrian movement. The 
���
������	�� ��	

�� �
��

�� ��
� �	���� 	���
��
�
��
�������
����
�	���������	�'	��
�������
spaces that have been created by the land-
�
	�
���	�������
��
����
�����
�������	�������
��	�� ����� 
�
	�
� 	�����*� ���� ��
� �	�*����
�
Olympic Sculpture Park therefore addresses 

'
��
�	������'�
��������
����
����	��	�*����
the city and art in the landscape.

Concept:

�����	�{��+��
�����
������	�����	���
������
��	�*{��+��	'�������	�����	���	�*�	����	��
�
scale art installations

Architect: Weiss/Manfredi Architects

Location: Seattle, USA (1999-2007)

 �
�
�
�	!���()���������	��
� ��*

Figure 5.33. 
Concept model and sketch (Detail, 2010)

Figure 5.34. 
��
����
��
���
�	���	��
����
��
������
��	�*��	����������\
�	����$^X^�

Figure 5.35. 
Pedestrians using the z-shaped 
path that traverses above vehicu-
�	����	��
���\
�	����$^X^�

Figure 5.36. 
L

���������������
����	���	�*���	���	�����
�	���	��
��	����	����\
�	����$^X^�
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The placement of buildings affects the 
�	��
��������
���
���
����
�	
���������
���
The Berral’s building (object) left on the 
urban island has lost its responsiveness to 
the urban fabric. It is a free-standing building 
that does not respond to the greater urban 
�	���
�	����������
�������������
�������������
context (subject). It related to the surround-
�������	���	���
���
������	���	��������
�
����
environment. Since then, the city has devel-
oped around the urban island leaving the ex-
isting building in isolation. The urban island 
and its contents have become lost space.

The continuity of landscape that should con-
�

�� ��
� 
���� ����� ������������ �
������ ���
interrupted and the buildings do not form 
	�
��
�
������*��������
�
������
�
��������
�
kind of space that gives structure to urban 

�'�����
���� 	������ ���� 
�'�����
���� ���
���
��
���

��'
���	

������
	���������'���	��
buildings, can knit together the city fabric 
(Trancik 1986: 23).

The city has singled out the urban island 
and as a result the Berral’s building varies in 
scale to its surrounding context. Lynch de-
scribes the creation of a landmark as physi-

	��
�
�
���������
�
������	��'	������
������
scale.  He further describes that a landmark 
����� �

��
� ���
� ��
����	��
� 	��� ���
�
��*
�������
�
���
��	��������
	��������
���	'
�
	�
�
	�������������
��
����	����������
����	
*-
ground; and if there is some prominence of 

��	��	����
	��������
�&
��	�/������������	����
��
	������q��
�
���
��������������
�
�
	��������	�
������
	����	���	�*����
�����������	��	�
�
	��
form and is situated at the intersection of 
2 major arterial roads. The building is set-
back from the edge of the urban island and 
is in contrast to its surrounding context. It 
can be seen that the isolation of the Berral’s 
building and the recognition it receives as a 
landmark is as much dependant on context 
as on the form of the object itself (Lynch 
1960: 78 – 85).

�+,
�	�����+,
�	

Passive | Active Pedestrian | Vehicular

Figure 5.37 
��
� &
��	��� ��������� 	�� 	� ������
	��� �	���	�*��
(Author, 2010)
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Edges in all senses represent places of ten-
��������� ���
����
	�����	������
�����
��}�
���
Porter (2004: 66) states that edge conditions 
�
�
�������
���	

����
�
���
�	���
�������
��
meet. The existing urban island is situated 
at the intersection of four functional areas 
��	��
���	�����
����������H�
���
�	��
�	�	
-
�
�����
�����
�� �
H���
� ��

�	�� 	��
������ 	��
��
���
��	�
��
��

��'
�������
�
�����
�	��
and physical conditions, generating complex 
and often competing priorities (Porter 2004: 
QQ�����
� ���	�� ���	��� �	�� ���� �
��
�� 
��
��
and fails to create boundaries that coher-
ently connect different elements of the city 
together. 

����
�� �
�
���
�� �	�
�	��� 	�� �
������ ��
�
���
��

������ ��� �	���	��� 	��� �����	��
���
+� �	�
�	�� �	�*�� �����	��
�� 	��� 
��
�� ���
order to create psychological transitions 
�
��

���
���
����/�	������
���
����/����	��/�
	���������
/�	��������
	����	����������
��

��
‘inner’ and ‘outer’, ‘public’ and ‘private’. It also 
�	�*����
�����
�
�

��
��

��	��
��
�����	�-
riving’ and a sense of ‘arrival’. They form an 
integral part of boundaries, and interface 
�
��

�� ����
�
��� *����� ��� 	
��'���
��� ��
�
urban island is situated in such a position 
��	�����
	��	
��	��	��	�
�	���������
�
�����
��
the sense of transition that can be created 
by changes of topology, light and surface is 
not evident due to its detachment from the 
urban fabric.

�
�	�
���#��


���	�����
�
���


Figure 5.38. 
7����
��
��
��
��	��������
����	�����	���	���	������Z
�����
Mandela and Skinner Street (Housing Module Group, 2009)
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Figure 5.39. 
7����
��
�����	���	���
����
	�������
����	��
�	�������
��	�����	�������	��
��
���������
�
����
(Housing Module Group, 2009)
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Public spaces in the city can be inviting and 
easy accessible and thus encourages people 
and activities to move from the private to 
the public environment. Yet, public environ-
�
���� ����� 
���
�� ��'��
� ��� �
�
�� ���;

���
�	�
�� ��� ���� ��
� �����
� 
�'�����
��� ���
��	

�� ��� �
�	����� ��� ��
� ���'	�
� 	��� ����
��
�����
��4��
��
��

����
�����	�
	�� ���
designed.  Flexible boundaries in the form 
of transitional zones that are neither com-
��
�
��� ���'	�
� ���� 
����
�
��� �����
� �����
often be able to function as connecting links, 
making it easier, both physically and psycho-
logically, for people and activities to move 
�	
*�	��� �������
��

�����'	�
�	��������
�
��	

����
��

�����	��������6
���$^^Q�{�XX���

��
���	�������	�� ��	

��
��

����	����� ��
�
private residences of the Berral’s building 
	��� ��
� �����
� 
�'�����
��� ��� ���� �
��
����
Physically and psychologically the transition 
�
��

����'�����������
����'	�
����	������
�
environment is disorientating. As a person 
moves out of the apartment block into the 
public environment they are left in no man’s 
land and are disoriented. There is no transi-
����	��4��
��
��

����
������
�	������'	�
�

 �+������ ��%�	


Private Public

Figure 5.40. 
��
�&
��	����������������	�
��������������	�/���	�����
(Author, 2010)
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��
� �
������� ��	�� �	'
� �

�� ��
����
�� �	'
� �
��
�� ���
������	�
���;

��'
��������
������	��������
��
��	�
��-
tectural intervention.

These objectives are:

�� Creating the African metropolis as a cosmopolitan 

������� 	� ��	

� ��
�
� 	��� ����
�
�

�� ���� ���
��
���
��
��
��
����
���	
�	������
���������

�� ���
���	��������
�������	�

����}����}���	���
��-
�

��'�������
�
�
�
�
�����	'
��

��	���������	�
���	��
�	*
�	�
������	��������

�� The design of democratic environments that are in-
clusive rather than exclusive.

�� �
����������
��
��������������
����	�����	������
-
����
���
���
�����	������	�
��

�� Establishing the importance of the urban island as an 
intersection of various functional areas.

�� Establishing the urban island as a point of linkage and 
connectivity thereby maximising connectivity and 
legibility of the urban fabric.

��
���}�
�

����	�
������
�������
�
�����������������
������������
��	�
������
��
��
����������	����
���
��	�
����
��������������	�

��	�
��7������	��
���
�
��	����������
�
	��� ��
� 
���� ��� ��� ��	������� ���� �	�
��	�� ���
�� �����
cultural and symbolic capital. Three things make up the 
notion of a cultural and symbolic capital (Bremner 2004: 
13):

�� A series of formal institutions: museums, libraries, 
theatres, monuments etc.

�� A set of public life infrastructure: parks, cafes, boule-
'	������
��	��	�����
������������������
�����	�����
����
hardly possible.

�� A series of cultural practices and a place to debate 
���
�����
�����
�
����	��
����
��
�
��	�����������
���

%'
���	�����
����
�	�	
�
��4
�������'�����
��

��'	������
settings and experiencing different environments rather 
��	�� �
���� �
��
�� ��� 	� �����
� ��������� �]	�;�� $^^X{� �����
The proposed site for the architectural intervention is 
located at the intersection of several functional areas. 
On the periphery of the urban island, transition occurs 

��
�
��� �
���
� ��'
� ����� L�������
� ���
� ��	

� ��
��
��'
�������
�
����

���
����
���	

���
�����*��������������
�
H��
*
���	����	�
�������
������'
������L�������
������
�

����

���
��+��	��
�������
��	��	�
�	��������
���
���
�
��	'
��
�	��������	��	���������������������
��	��	������
a passage of transition from one area of the city to an-
other. Can this passage of transition be redirected onto 
��
����	�����	�����
�
���
��	���������	��
���
�	���������
�������
�
�����������	���	���
�

��
�
� ��� 	� 
�
	��������
������
��

����
�
��
���
� ��'
��
���*�	�����	�����
���	��	��
���������
�����
�������	�������
	��� 
������
	������ ��
� ����� ���	�� ���
������ ��� ���*-
�������'������
����
�	�����	�����������
��q
�!������
���
-
ployed in his model of the city, can no longer be separate 
from one another either spatially or socially (Bouman, 
Mulder 2002 : 72 - 74).  This lends itself to a program 
that is hybrid in nature. A mixed-use program that cre-
	�
��	��
��	���	
����������
�������
�������
�	
�
�������
everyday life – a public intellectual playground for citizens. 
��
��
��	�
���

���	�����
�'
������������
�	��������
��-
ception of society and space.

���
�	

The necessity for an architectural intervention that ac-
commodates a diverse mixture of activities that is not 
detached from everyday life is evident.  As a result of the 
hybrid nature of such a project, the client for the project 
����� �
� ��
� 
���� ��� ��
����	� 	��� 	� ����
�� ��� ����
�
���
��	*
����
������
���	*
����
���������	'
�����
�
��� �
'
���
	������
�������'
���
���	������
�
��������
��
�����;

��
����
���
�
���������
����	/�����
�
���������
���	�������'
��-
���������	����;

����	��
��������'��
���
�
����������
��
��
�
��������� 	������
�������� ��	��� �
'��	������� ��
�Z
�����
[	��
�	�!�����������
�����
�
�����	*
����
���������
���
�
general public.

Figure 5.41. 
A Hybrid of Relationships(Author, 2010).
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The organizational and formal structure of 
the Möbius house is based on a double-
locked torus, the Möbius strip. The inter-
����������	;

����������
��������
�	�
�������
�
$?��������'����	������*����
�
�
����	��	������
��
�
� ����'���	�� ���*���� ��	

�� 	��� �
�-
rooms are aligned but collective areas are 
situated at the crossing points of the paths. 
In a similar manner these unfolding lines are 
�	�
��	��4
���������	���	���
��
�
�
�� ��	�-
ping the conventional use of these materials 
(UNstudio 2010). 

The Möbius loop integrates programme, cir-
culation and structure seamlessly. The house 
���
��
	'
�� ��
� '	������ ����
�
��� 	
��'���
��

�����*����'
����	�����������
�����
���
��[�'
-
�
�������������
�[���������������������
�
pattern of an active day.

DESIGN CONSIDERATION

This precedent illustrates the manner in 
���
����
���������	���
����	����
�	�����
�
interaction of all its different functions/ac-
tivities are represented both physically and 
spatially.  

 �
�
�
�	!�./+��
����



Location: Het Gooi, Netherlands (1993 -1996)

Architect: UNStudio

Program: Live, Work, Sleep, Play

Concept:

Figure 5.42.  (right)
Möbius strip (UNStudio, 2010)

Figure 5.43.  (bottom)
%��
�����'�
����ZL�������$^X^��

Figure 5.44.  
Interaction of different spaces/
	
��'���
�� ��� ��	������ ��
� 
��-
ventional use of materials 
(UNStudio, 2010).

Figure 5.45.  
Interaction of different spaces/
	
��'���
�� ��� ��	������ ��
� 
��-
ventional use of materials 
(UNStudio, 2010).

"����
�#�?Q����
�����
��
� ���
��
	'���� ��	;

����� ���
the Mobius strip relating to the 
$?��������'����	������*����
�
�
�
of a family (UNStudio, 2010).

 
 
 



92 93

The Yokohama International Port Terminal 
��� 	��
�����
���� ��	������	�������	

� ���
-
��	�
����������	���	
�����
�����
�����������	��
conceived as an extension of the pier ground 
rather that the building being an object that 
���������������
���
����
�	
�
�����������
��-
text. The building accommodates the termi-
nals, and creates a large urban park on the 
roof of the terminal. The building is designed 
as an extension of the urban ground.  

To ensure maximum urban life through-
out the terminal, the building is organised 
	������	�
��
��	���������
�����
��
�	��
��-
es both the linear characteristic of piers and 
the direction of circulation. Rather than the 

��'
�����	���	�
�	��}���������
�����
��	-
tion, the terminal uses a series of program-
�	��
	������

��
� ���
���
*���� 
��
��	�����
loops designed to produce an uninterrupted 
and multi-directional space linking the upper 
�	���
	�
��������	�������
����
���

*�����
�
tectonic system of the folded surface max-
����
����
��
����	���}
����������������������-
ising the circulation, program and structural 
system and exploiting their differences to 
produce spatial variety (FOA, 2010).

Design Consideration

+����
��
����	���	���	����	����������
�	���
is an extension of the ground behind it, the 
terminal does not become an isolated object 
�����
��	�
���7���
������	�
����
���


������
����
����������
����	���	�*��������	�������
�
���
���
'
��������
��
����	��	�����
�
��������
pier.

Concept:

�����	�{���	������	��������{�L�������
��	��	������������
���	��
��	
�����
��

+�
���

�{�"��
�������

�+�
���

��

Location: Yokohama, Japan

 �
�
�
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The terminal as an extension of the urban ground 
(FOA, 2010).

Figure 5.48. (bottom left) 
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Figure 5.49. (bottom right) 
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Figure 5.50.  
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Figure 5.51.  
The urban park on the roof of 
the terminal (FOA, 2010).

Figure 5.52.  
The folded surface maximising the 
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From the analysis of the existing tensions that exist 
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much like that of Pretoria, operate and evolve over time 
according to multiple, overlapping, simultaneous and 
often disproportionate logics that interact in unpredict-
	��
��	���� ���
�
��}�
�������	��	����	
��

��
����
���	��

�������������	��	���	����������	����'�����	��
�
�
��
��	�
permanently unsettled condition that Jane Jacobs (1961) 
��
����
��	������	��4
��
����
�������[���	��$^^�{�w��

Henri Lefebvre (1991: 14-18, 38-41) describes social 
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and imagined futures are inscribed in the built environ-
ment (Murray 2008: 6).
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life, the cityscape is a contested terrain of both social dis-
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ing out places for themselves in the interstices of urban 
��	

��!���
�����
�����	��	��������	��'
��������������
��
order, control and hierarchy originate but also function 
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The realm of architecture is seen as being of apparent 
stability.  The traditional role of architecture has been 
one of reassuring the public that things are under control. 
The unity and symmetry of monumental architecture 
refers symbolically to a harmonious and balanced uni-
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Lebbeus Woods (Woods 2009) describes architecture as 
being ‘in tension’, one of restrained force or of forces 
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‘at rest’ a position of stability and predictability is adopted. 
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the urban landscape. As a result the current trend of 
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Architecture in tension suggests a struggling architecture, 
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Woods (Woods 2009) regards these forces as straining 
against the materials holding them. Change is inevitable, 
as the materials age or tire, or as they are affected by 
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reborn again and again, in countless cycles of transforma-
tion. Understanding architecture in such a manner affects 
the outlook on architecture and leads to the construc-
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cesses of transformation (Woods 2009). 
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The city performs as a space for the contested urban 
landscape. The inter-connectedness of the city acting as a 
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2009).This notion that architecture and the city are in 
a permanently unsettled condition are strengthened by 
Jane Jacobs (1961) and her idea of the city being in a 
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As a result of the ever-changing nature of the city of 
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major upscale service oriented businesses and the de-
cline of middle-class retail shopping and leisure venues. 
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��	�	��
���	������	����������
����
����	����
��������
��

 
 
 



96 97

city buildings, open places, and streets are put. To a cer-
tain extent, the physical decay of the inner city has been 
brought about by the inability of the built environment 
to accommodate the changing functions and uses of city 
space (Murray 2008: 70).
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Figure 5.53.  
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(Author, 2010)
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The aim of the architectural intervention is to try and 
understand the spatial and functional opportunities pre-
sented by city and its tensions.  The built environment 
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