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1 MilitarY system and war. 

Ntoa mo motaeng oa rona ga ra iee re tlhabane gongoe ra 

e ea, dinto& tee re di boneng kc tse Bakgatla ge baloa le 

Maburu. Fela ebile eare morago ga ntoa ea Maburu le Maisemane 

ge sena go feta Morena Moetlo le batho ba ga rragoe ba tebabetse 

koa Mokoena erile ~ a boos a kgaogana le monae Lekoakoa. 

Monae ene a na koa Sedutlane. Ke gona Yoetlo a bolotsa 

ntoa gore eo bolaea monae Lekoakoa le g9re ba mo tseele 

dikgomo. Ntoa ge e tuena ko ene e ~1t1le ea mo tshoba bare ke 

ngoana oa kgosi. 0 tla bolaooa k.e mallfl• Lekoakoa ge a sena go 

bona ba etsa tiro e, e be a f'uuugela koa Uatlhako a na le morena 

Tapoaa. Le ~na ~o motaeng oa rona os setlhako ga rea agela 

motoe kB dithako jaoka batho ba bbngoe. Le b&tho ga ba rutoe 

go tlhabane, ba rutoa kagiso fela le gona ga gena ditlhodi 

tae di tsoanetse gore di lebele motse. Fela motho o mongoe le 

o mongoe oa senna ke ene setlhodi ka nosi. Ka goi~ g3 go kake 

ga tla U!Otho :fela m. motseng me a sek.e a be go~, monna ~o mongoe 

le eo mongoe ge a tsena o tsoenetse gore a begoe, a tla a 

itaioe, le gona o nna koa kgotleng gore banns ba tle ba mmone 

teng. Le gore a tle a bolele le koa tso~ng teng. Le gore 

a tle a bolela le se a se b~tlang. Ka lebaka le gona bstho ba 

neng ba sa itsocnye le matsoenyego a mantsi a ne a seo, 

2 go ritlhela Bakgatla ba loa le Maburu le gone re bone matsoenyego 

ba taamaea ba utsoetaa Ue':>uru dik.go:no. Go e le Bakgatla 

ba morile dikgo:!lo tse ba d1 ru1leng tse ga ba d! bona :t'ela ba 

dub1le thata. Le bona Bakgatla ga ae gore ba geleditse metse 

ea bona, ba gile gels, le gona ga ba na d1tlhod1 tee d1 lebelang 

dira tee d1 tla tsenang mo motseng. Le bona ba ntse ba e tsa rona 

fela gona jana ke gore ge moeng a tla o ea koa kgotleng gore 

go tle go 1t4oe gore o ea k~e, o tsoa kae, o batlang, ke 

mokae. Bathe ba botlhe ba tsoanetse gore ba mmone koa kgotleng 
ltgo 

le dijo o d1 fioa koa teng koa/tleng le go robala ke koa teng 

koa kgotleng. Fela Bakgatla bona le gora le bona ke noka ea 

iladikoe ke gore ge ba e tshetse ga batlhe ba t shaba eepe ge 

ba etsheletae ka koa no, ga ba dumele gore a ba bolokegile go 

~itlhela ba etshelela ka koa bona gape. 
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Le ge ba ne baloa le Maburu ge ba ba taeetae dikgomo ba be ba 

ditshiuisa noka ea k&dikoe ba 1tse gore ba d1 taere go fedile 

Maburu a ka dir& ae ba ae ratang ba ka aeke ba tlhe ba d1 bona. 

Bakgatla ge baloa le Maburu ba ne ba sa loe ka marumo, ba ne 
.r,., 

ba loa k.a ditlhoboro, fela ga ke itoe gore bona ba ne ba di 

taere k&e ko bone rela ba di tshG18e 

L.L. Tsoenyane. 

Bakgatla; 

Ge b8 simolla baloantabitse kgos1 ea Phalane ba eteela 

dikgomo ea ba tshaba, ea tshabela mo dithabeng. Ea be eare 

ge re gaps dikgomo tsa bona ka bona monna a tshaba ka podi 

a e roele a palama thaba ka eona, eare ke re o dirang ka eons, 

are ".Moqatla k.e peo" Morena Ramokolta o bile a ea go .\Cakopue 

ltgosi ea Maburu go kopa tnuso ke gena ra monaea tsedieetseng 

bogolo ba tsona re di ~ele. Go tla gafa ke ge re taena mo 

ntoeng tea ~aburu. Ge Maburu a aimolla go loa le 

Ya1semane ke ge Bukgatla ba moruleng ba tshabela koa Motshodi 

ltoa go Morens Lentsoe fela ba bangoe ba sala ba eeke baea. 

Ke gon~ bakgatla koa Motshodi ba stmolla go bolotsa ntoa go 

tlo gap~lti ll(aburu dikgomo, eanong ka gore Bakgatla ba ba 

tSOI;;lllg ka ko~no ba 1tae k.Oi:i dikgomo di leng teng ba Ci gapaka 

aetlhopa. Gore koa morago ge Maburu a le moge a be a ba 

boletea ntoa. l~toa ea Maburu e tete e kampa 'fa nok.eng ea 

Uauilr.oe 60re e thibele :3ak6atla ka koa go t shela. Ge ba le fo 

morena Paul Kruger a be a ramele morena Sechele lefoko gore ba 

tla kopana ka moao. !dorena dechele ene o na a thuntsha a le 

4 tnosak.eng morena Paul Kruger a thuntaba a le ka koa ntle ge ba 

ba thuntshsna morena 5eobele e ne a tlhatlheloa ke batho ba 

gagoe d1tlhoboro a be a kgaola morena Paul Kruger monoana. 

Ke gone morena Paul Kruger a tshaba a boela koa kampeng koa 

nokeng. Ge maburu a ntse a le mo nokeng, ba be ba laetsa gore 

ba romeloe dijo le batbo ba bangoe go tlo ba tbusa. Bakgatla 

maburu a be a sa rata go thus~ fela ~ tsoa ba bangoe ba 

badioa mabolontir1 lte bona ba baileng ba thusa ba fedioa ke 

Bakgatla. Morena Lentsoe erile ge a ntsba ntoa a e ntsha 

Leaegale le Ramono e balaela gore b9tho ke bao tsamaeang le 

bona. 
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Le ae ke lo teha~ek~ ku bonu- Ru tsamaea ra be rs ~eta ra 

gava d ik~O~"•lO k.oa moreletsi (Hol:fonte in) Ge re sena go t se na koa 

gaet, ga tlhuga lefoko le tsoa 1'-06 Uoruleng gore Maburu a tl1aed1oa 

dijo ka d1kolo1. Ge re utloa e~J be e bolla ntoa go 

ntae go le Segala le Ramono balaod1 'ba ntoa. Ra tsmaea 

ra be ra feta ra tahela Madikoo, Mabu u ona a 1se a r~ utloele. 

Ge re sena go tsena Kaee "Kay se put" ra be re .,aba ntoa 

!.lakuka a ea ntlhaelengoe Majejele a ea ntlhaelengoe mafataoana 

5 ntlhaelen~oe ge ba eena go a b1oa, ra be re letela d1~lo1 gore 

di tle. Ge r·e nt se rentse rs be re bona ng&ka ea Maburu e eteletse 

a1kolo eona ele Mokar1k1ng e~ di mouloe oi le nne. E be e fete 

e panolla fa re leng teng, ge sana go pcnolla, e na le 

basimane ba bedi ba bakgutl&, motho a be a thuntsa tlhoboro 

a be a e bolaela 1•ur1, k.a.!'ild e be e :fitlhioa.. Ge re ntae 

re letetse re be re bono Uaburu a rnabedi a tla a le mo d1p1taeng, 

ba tsena g ra teng. Motho a thuntsa pitse a be a l&tlha fa 

:rats he. Oe rna buru a makalaeo o soetsoeng ke pi tee a tshabela 

koa morago ka dinao oa pitse a tshabelakoa ~~mpeng go 1ts1ee 

ba bangoe gore dikolo di tsoeroe. 
~· 

Go bs go tso2 Makuka gore 
te 

a latele dlkolo ge ba toena ko tsona Maburu a d1/rebang . 
a be a di tlogela a tshuba. Ba bangoe Makuka a ba bolaea 

ba be ba tsaea d1kolo1. Ba ea go d1 bstlela fa di ka tshela teng 

mo nokeng. Ge mdburu are ke tsoa koa a tla a gaketae a f1tlhela 

Batgatla ba teentse tsela :fa gare ge batla ba s1ane ka d1 
siana 

p1tse ba tsenH fela gare. G ba ntse ba re bee awt .. ba be 
fl6 

ba bona taot ho a em a ge ba re ba e a Bakga tla ba be ba 

6 thuntsb.etsa gongoe, ba ba bolsel3 d1p1tse. Ba di bolaea mogo 

tahoaang ge b~ sena go di bolaea, ba ea ba nga teona gore e 

re dipitse tea bona oi sa bolaoang ba tehabe thata gore le go 

gad1ma ba be ba palloe ke go gad1~a ge re acna ba 

tshassla ba tsheba ra be re lata d1 kolo1, ra di teoara di ise 

di tshele madikoe, tea be d1 palloe relala gau~i le MathobudukoaDE 

monna ra lele re ja marotho le di jeme, gore ge boeo bosa go be 

be go satlba go nkge sepe oa ona. Oe t~atsi le teoa e be 

ele gore koloi di eo tahela. Batho bona ba boela koa morago 
koa rtoeng, go khurukhutsha maburu a o tlhe koa kampeng. 
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Ge re tsena koa teng re titlhela maloba ele mabane go aatlhe gorr 

nkga motho, ra be re boela koa gae 1 ge re tsen& •u.&:•tma Lentsoe 

a itumela are segale le Ramono le banna tota ge le ·gapile kolo1 

tsa ga Morena Paul Kruger. 

Leaders of war: 

Taoenyane 

Mokae 

Segale 

Rsmono (chief among other leaders) 

Gentoe e fela ~okae a sioa Sant~lena ka gore o na a 1pa ea 

botlhele, ke gone morena Lentsoe a m~ tlosa mogae a bona gore 

7 ~a go thuee sepe ge a ntae a tsoenya. ~tho ba kgoeing ke 

ba: 

Tebomankane 

toti:tt Ditlhake, 

Ksamanyane 

Lentsoe 

Ramono • 

Tshotnank.ane - fl)itlhaka 

Kgamanya ne 

Kgarnanyane 

Uokae 

sons. 

~
Lentsoe 

sons 
Ramono and TeOenyane 

{Moaelekatse. 

Ge ntoa di tela letho ba Moruleng ba bo6la koa gae ke ge 

roorena Lentsoe a ntsha monee Ramono go tlo nna morena koa 

Moruleng. Ge atla Mokae a be a utloela gore Ramono o tlile 

go nna morena, ke ge Mokae a eiana koa go Morena Makopye kgosi 

ea Meburu a fete a bolela ge ele ene morena oa Bakgatl8 ba Moru­

leng. Ge Ramono 8 re o ea go M8k.opye go mo 1ts1se gore ke ene 

a rometseng ke Lentaoe go tlo baea morena koano 1rlak.opye 8 

illRlOlela gore morena k.e Mok.ae, ge Ratnono a raakala a be 8 

boel8 koa go mogoloe. Lentaoe a muolela kara Mokae a sebeditaeng 

ka teng. Lentsoe a be ~ bolotaa ntoa gore o tlo tsea Mok8e 

ge e tsena koa Moruleng ga aek.e ga na ntoa jaaka Lentsoe a ne 

a gopotse. Mokae a be a tseioa a isioa koa go Morena Lentaoe, 

ene a mo 1sa Santalen~. Ke gona Ramono a simolla go ba mor~na 
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~okae a be a taeioa 9 ieioa koa co Morena Lentsoe ene a 

mo iea Sentalena. Ke gona Ramona a simolla go ba morena oa 

Moruleng. D1tlhake ene e ne morena mo Lecetlheng ka~a tlaae 

ga Ramono1 fela o mo tona le Ramona. 

)Jotle. 

8 Shields. 

Dithebe ke dilo tee di bongoeng mo matebeleng a ga 
:1~·.~: 

Moselekatse re re re sa di 1tee, le ge re sena go ba bona ba 

di taotse, ga reaka ra di d1r1sa. Re di tshabile ke 

gore re ne re aaloe. DUo tee di etBe Uarumo tsona re ne re 

na le tsona. 0 mongoe le o mongoe oe one a na le la gagoe. 

Ke gore ~onna mongoe le o mvngoe o na e ipetlela la gagoe lsrwno. 

Fela dintoa tse ke di boneng tea aekgatla diloa ka mepheto jaaka 

ke di boletse ko d1mo. Basad1 bona bane be ealoe le go tshab1s1oa 

ba ne ba sa tshab1soe, ba ne ba ipona ktmoaj.. I,e ka di nto& 

tsa Maburu le Maesimane ba ne ba ntse be le me gae, ba sa 

1ph1tlhe, bane ba ntee ba fetoa fela, le go bolaioa ba sa 

bolaioe ke ops. Le hatho ba ron~ be ne ba sa itse gore ba ne 

ba letetee ntoa, ba ba ne ba sa e 1tse. ~la eelo ae ba 

neng ba se itse ke tlala ke eona e bs phatlalitseng, go eakoa 

le koa eseng ntoe. 
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