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2.3 Understanding |t is my understanding that the
architecture ftoday study of architecture has
approached a different way of
thinking, which lends itself
beyond hard factual data and
knowledge. This field of study
is approaching a more
intuitive understanding of its
o A s context, physical and social.

' ) This is a conclusion aftfter having
read the work of Tschumi,
Brunchoten, De Cerfeau and
publications from the
Architectural Association.

This was also observed in
the exhibitions at the 2006
Venice Biennale,

_ b e especially the English

anc BB g0y N N Exhibition (see fig 2.2)

o There seems to a search for
that which is not so obvious,
as if the old methods have
failed us, and we now realize
how quickly everything
thanges and how connected we
all are. |t seems that
sensitive observation,
anticipation and realizing
that there are countless
factors that influence what has

to be done, is what is needed fto
undersftand what goes on around
us. It is thanks to post-modern

thinking that architecture is
influenced by other disciplines,
such as pure science, art and
philosophy, and it is alsao

a sign of the ftimes, that our
world is getting smaller.

fig 2.1 Cover of discourse of events
fig 2.2 Extracts from Echo/city,
catalogue of the English Exhibition at
the Venice Biennale 2006
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network i1s derived

notion of the

The i1idea of a
from Derrida’s
"in beftween’'. A neftwork is an
analogy, as in its’ structure
there is an emphasis on the
links, bridges or bonds in
between elements.

apt

Goosen writes on
Mark. C. Taylor's inftferpreftatian
of the between fthat Taylor,
as a deconstructivist, positions
himself in the "inftersftices
between oppositions — the space
where things are, for instance,
not fully present nor entirely
absent. Hence instead of
assigning presence priority
absence, as happened in
traditional thought structure,
Taylor argques that neither one
ought to have priority over the
other. Presence cannot be
conceived of without absence,
and vice versa."” (2001:29)

the philosopher,

in

over

This becomes
project, physically and
metaphorically. Metaphorically
the building should be a bridge
between people, a bridge betftween
understanding and not
understanding, being uneducated
and moving towards being

important in my

The
for

fo allow
people can
forge by meeting
unexpectedly, and where spaces
can open up and address
surrounding spaces. This
connection is infended to
happen vertically as well
horizontally.

intfention is also
many places where

connections

das

educated.
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MetyING

TS ARDWTE ! MEANING 1¢
TeRe 1 oLy || RELATIVE
ONe TRIE= AND
MEANIN G oe»

ABSOLUT =

5 [
G | atflb;y KTH' k_r
LoUISe W A

You See, RATO,
THAT 1 N
MEANING K

RELATIVE.
I¢ IT Is NOT

THEN 2T &
%Lore/kgu/b
THREFR |
JHE TRUTH

L




Design Theory
2.1 Deconstruction
Cartoon



Currently, the Sammy Marx
library is used as a study
cenftfre by many UNISA students,
ratfher than its designed infent;
a ftraditional Llibrary,

where information is obtained
through books. This project is
a media centre, where
information can be obtained
through books as well as other
media and facilities, such

as computers. |t also
addresses the need for a

quief environment apft for
studying.

The building would become an
experimental interface, aor
meeting place between the
university and the community
and the schools fthat exists in
the city, especially the
eastern quadrant of the city.
This media and study centre
would serve the learners of fthe
surrounding schools as a means
of support to the oufcomes based
education program.



Non -

place

Place

1.4 Client
actors:

based

based

acftfors:

City of Tshwane Metropolitan
Municipality
University of Pretftoria

The City of Tshwane

Metropolitan Municipality {(CTMM)
would provide the funding for
this building, as it would be
treated as a community media and
study centre. The University of
Preftoria would assist in fthe
funding and as fundraising for
the building. The University
would want to establish an inner
city facility, that diffuses
traditional academic boundaries.

Users of the Bloed Street
taxi rank

Learners of the surrounding
schools

City of Tshwane Metropolitan
Municipality

University of Pretftoria

The existing libraries in fthe
area are; the City Library in
Sammy Marx Square, fthe old State
Library and the new Naftional
Library on the corner of Andries
and Vermeulen Sftreet. The

National library will serve as a
research facility and none of
the material that it will house,

will be allowed to be removed.



1.2 Problem statement
The aim of this project is fto

create a vantage point from

which a journey can begin — a
journey of learning in a place
where the city is depolarized,

or folded.

1.3 Initial vision

for the study area A quiet space, a pause in the

busyness of every day Llife;

3 vantage point where one could
look at the city and ultimately
at onesel f;

a place that meetfts its,
immediate and remote context,
head on!

And it is the between where
things are not certain, but
moving in the direction of

the greater qood.
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Ac
wa
of
the
language.

practices:
asyndetfton.

{1988),
{(the act
likened

of

spatial

cording to De Certeau
lking through a city
using space) can be
acoustic expression
There are two
synecdoche and
These relatfte fto
words are used. Synecdoche
consists of "using a word
sense fthat it is part of
meaning of the same word".
“ship”" can be replaced by
in the sense that "here
fifty a fleet of fifty
Asyndeton is the suppression
linking words such as
conjunctions and adverbs.
Synecdoche expands the
spatial elements of environments,
and takes its place,
maybe as a taxi could represent
the people that use ift. Asyndetfton
creates “less open gaps”.

ta

how

in fthe
anotfther
Thus
"sails”
arrives
sails”.
of

fig 3.6-3.9 early morning actvity along van
der Walt Str.

fig 3.8

rrugaby In VB Ba00chn)
el ; :

fig 3.9



4

1

Typological

L.1.1 Albe
Pub

Mexico

{construction

precedents

rtfo Kalach,
lic library
of Mexico,
D.F, Mexico
2005-2006)
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The idea of this building is fto
represent an ark of human
knowledge. |t is a long structure
43 m long running through three
modules that are each 68m wide
(see fig 4L,4). Through the centre
of the building runs an
independent structure that is the
full height of the building and
holds over one and a half million
books (see fig 4.4). On either
side of this case, that forms the
central backbone, there are
reading spaces. These spaces are
connected with the surrounding
gardens. The cenfral book case
connects all the spaces on the
various levels. Light is let in
and controlled through a saw
footh roof. Light filters through
the building because of the book
case structure in the centre.

The volume of fthe spaces range
from being high, to being low and
intfimate in the study areas. The
legibility and understandability
of this essentially simple
building, is inspiring

{see fig &.1). This is due to the
central book case that acts as an
orientation point on all floor
levels of the Llibrary.
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The polarity of the conftext is
directly expressed in the removal
of the poeple from the CBD

(see fig 3.53). Further more it
is evident in the economic
inequality, and inequality of
access to opportunities, due to
economic situation {see fig 3.60).

fig 3.60 Statistical data of context
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28 Yet there is a definite chain of

cause and effect, but it not to
be understood by outsiders.

What can be understood is that
everyday people travel from
Mamelodi, Soshanguve and
Atteridgeville to the taxi rank
in Bloed Street

{see fig 3.49-3.52, and fig 3.59),
where their paths converge.

After gefting off the ftaxi,
people walk along Van der Walt
Street inftfo town. After the day’'s
work, people refurn to the rank
again using Van der Walt Streef.

A small part of fthe activities
along Van der Walt Street, can be
appreciated (very superficially)
by looking at the business of fthe
tailor in the old planter at what
used to be the entrance to the
building at 335 Bloed Street. |t
appears that he occupies the
planter, as he does not seem to
pay rent for the planter that is
his shop. But he does store his
machine in the cell phone shop
that is next door. It is possible
that he pays the owner of the shop
some money for storage. Maybe fthe
owner of fthe shop then looks after
his inftferest, by ensuring that no
one else occupies his spot. The
purpose of this illustration is
to try and explain the existing
network of informal frade with
formal ftrade, and people with one
another .



21 By analyzing the social process
in the making of space and place,
the element of time will be
integrated infto our understanding.
The concepftion of space arrived at
in this way is dynamic: space atft
all ifs possible scales, from
global space fo fthe micro space
of daily routines, are all
tonsftantly changing yet embedded |
n their social confext, allowing
multiple but interrelated
idenftifies. It is this dynamic
concepfion of space that would
allow design with change and for
thange while embedded in concretfe
social and physical contftexts.
{Mandipour, 1996)

De Certeau writes that one cannot
predict the drawings of an autistic
child and in the same way, one
cannot predict the movement of
pedesfrians. The trace that this
movement leaves behind, are the
foot paths, even fthey only show
what has been and not what is
{1988:99) .

Walking or driving in the study
context, one’'s path is constantly
intercepted by strangers haggling
goods, or pedesftrians suddenly
crossing the road. An almost
unpredictable cross fire of
connections and collisions
waiting to happen, a whole ofher
nefwork waiting fto emerge. There
is no understanding if; there are
too many factors involved, and no
logic to it. Understanding it
would ensue that fthere is some
rational patftern or formula.



