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order. These tensions highlight pertinent aspects that need to be addressed in order for the 
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to accommodate a variety of different functions.
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�� Re-connecting the urban island to the existing fabric.

play

socialise

dine

perform

shop

relax

Figure 6.1  
Concept Collage (Author, 2010).
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in motion, a place of transition and in transition. The city is 
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The idea of the city of Pretoria being trans-urban is evi-
dent along the  periphery of the urban island.  It is at this 
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different practices have resulted in hybrid conceptions of 
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2004 : 24). Can the urban island replace the current space 
of transition and offer more opportunity for hybridity?

Figure 6. 2.
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Figure 6. 3.
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��������+D�������45J5?� Figure 6.5 : Moments of spontaneity : Appropriation of 

space along the path of transition (Author, 2010)

�����	�L�=���#�	����	��	���������N	�����/
��	�
�
���@����	��@��		��"��D���
�������
��O��	��	��		���������
�����������
�������
���
��"���
�����
�+D�������45J5?

 
 
 



104 105

#�	��	���������
��	��������������	�����	��������	����
��
���
���
�	����	�"����	��	�����	
������	������	��������	����
inter-dependance (Woods 2009). They are not simply 
magnetic poles that sit in opposition to each other.  
Within the context of an individual project and its spe-
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and limitations emerge out of these judgements (Wolff 
2009 : 178).

The city is in constant transition. It is tran-urban. Tensions 
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ther oppose each other thereby activating space either 
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different tensions creates a hybrid of relationships that is 
in constant transition.

Figures 6.6 & .6.7. 
#	������� �
���	������ ��	��	��	�� 
�� ���� ���	�� ��� 
� �������� ��
�	�
thereby creating opposing forces that are active and not passive  
(Author, 2010)

Figure 6. 8.
Tensions inter-connected to each other 
����	� ������ �	���� ���	�"�	�	��	��� +D�������
2010)

�����	�L�L���#	�������������S����+D�������45J5?

Figure 6.7.  Tensions merging (Author, 2010)
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Passive | Active
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A Site in Tension

Figure 6.12.  
A hybrid of relationships (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.11.  
The affect of tensions on the  
‘fabric’ of the city (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.10.  
The city of Pretoria sketched as a piece of 
fabric. (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.9.  
Inter-connected tensions (Author, 2010)
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Figure 6.13.  Concept Model (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.14. Concept Model (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.15.  Concept Model (Author, 2010)
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Figure 6.16.  
Concept models investigating different approaches 
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Figure 6.19.  Concept Model (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.17.  Concept model (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.18.  Concept Model (Author, 2010)
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Figure 6.20.  
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isolation of the urban island (Author, 2010).
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Figure 6.24.  Concept model of the corner of Nelson Mandela and Skinner Street accommodating both vehicular 
and pedestrian movement (Author , 2010)
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Figure 6.25. Concept model of the corner of Nelson Mandela and Skinner Street accommodating both vehicular 
and pedestrian movement (Author , 2010)
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Figure 6.28. 
< 1997 : Road layout before the construction of 
Nelson Mandela Drive & Skinner Street (Author, 
2010)

Figure 6.29. 
> 1997 : Road layout after the construction of 
Nelson Mandela Drive & Skinner Street (Author, 
2010)

Esselen 

Esselen 

Skinner

N
el

so
n 

M
an

de
la

EsEsEssEsEsEEsEsEsEEsEEsEsEsEsEEsEsEEEEE seseseeseseseseseeseseseseeeeeeelelelelelllelelelelelelleleell nnnnnnnn
EsEsEEsEsEsEEEsEsEsEsEEEsEsEsEsEsssEssEEsEEssesesesessesseseseseeseseessesessseseeeeeeeelelelleleleeleleleleleleelleeeleeeleeennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
EsEsEsEsEsEsEEEsEsEEsEEsEssEsEEsEssEE seseseesesesesesseseseseseeeeeeeelelelelellleleleleleleleleeel nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

roads removed

#�	���������
���
���

����
���	
��������
ran alongside the Berrals building are 
brought back. The original relationship 
the Berrals had to the road is re-estab-
����	���
���	��	���	�	����
���
������
��
link the urban island to the surrounding 
building fabric.
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Figure 6.31.  Approach from Esselen street - Bridging onto the urban island over Nelson Mandela Drive (Author, 2010)
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Figure 6.32. Program generated by tensions.  (Author, 2010)
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Parking situated behind the Berrals building

Q�$�	�

Parking

Residential
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Residential

Parkingw
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i.e market, retail, auditoria and restaurant.

Gym

Bicycle route

Figure 6.34.1.  After: Mixed-use development in context (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.34. Before: The Berrals building in isolation (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.33. Layering of program (Author, 2010)
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The city of Pretoria, as many other cities have been the 
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�� ���
��������	�� 
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suburbs in order to attract people back into the city in 
order to prevent the city from turning into a ghetto. In 
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vantages of social integration and pedestrian access to 
amenities. By knitting together physical and social space, 
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strengthening the advantages of city living.  Urban neigh-
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solid economic reasons for increasing urban investment 
in parks and open space (Garvin, Berens 1997: 30).
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city, it can be concluded that the urban grid of Pretoria 
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ments and is expected to have a lasting future (Corten 
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nal grid breaks its rhythm, lost space exists. This occurs 
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Apies river resulting in left over segments of land. These 
lost spaces have the opportunity to become manmade 
built urban landscapes that knit together physical and 
social space. An urban park can create a sense of place, a 
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Figure 6.35. Stitching back the urban grid (Author 2010)

The traditional idea of a park is that it homogenous in function. If a urban park is to remain in 
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market, retail, restaurant and auditoria under its roof(park).  

Urban Park

Figure 6.35. Multi- functional urban park (Author 2010)

AuditoriaMarket and Retail Restaurant

Figure 6.36. Section through the urban park (Author 2010)

�����	�L�`;��w	���	����	���	���������	�
����
������
������	����
���
���+D������45J5?

 
 
 



126 127

�
������!

The Berrals building designed by Wynand smit is one of 
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Pretoria Regionalism. The eastern facade of the building 
consists of a ‘bries soleil’ screen that is constructed from 
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the ‘bries soleil’ screen has become the dominant facade. 
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the brise soleil screen (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.39 
South eastern perspective - The 
Berrals building has become a 
landmark (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.40. 
The Berrals building - Western 
facade (Author, 2010)
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Figure 6.41. The Berrals Building - Eastern elevation  (Author, 2010).
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Figure 6.45.  
Exploded axonometric of the Berrals building indicating the  primary components of the building (Author, 2010).
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The Berrals building is built on a structural grid system, 
of 230mm x 460mm concrete columns. This structure 
constitutes as the load-bearing structure, therefore most 
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and beams that sit 
on 460mm x 230mm 
concrete columns.

Concrete cantilevered 
slab supported by circular 
concrete columns.

Figure 6.46.  
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Figure 6.47.  
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and southern facades (Author, 2010).
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building so that the Berrals retains its importance as a landmark building (Author, 2010).
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Figure 6.50.  
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Figure 6.51.  
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Figure 6.53.  
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Courtyard

Figure 6.58.  
Perspective sketch  (Author, 2010)

Figure 6.57.  
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