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SUMMARY 

 

In this investigation it is proposed that the word sfragi/v is used as a symbol for 

the figurative presence of the holistic Sabbath in Revelation 7:1-3 by showing 

Revelation 7:1-3’s reference to (bringing forward of) the ideas of Ezekiel 9:1-4 –

the use and inclusion of the letter ת as an identification of the sealed, thus 

anticipating the belief that “sealing” only has meaning if there is a personal 

relationship between God and man.  

 

In Exodus 12 the “sealing” of the doorposts and lintels of the Israelites with the 

blood of the Passover Lamb functions primarily as protection against destruction. 

But the blood is also representative of ownership, property, inviolability, 

preservation, and authenticity. Another “sealing” process is described in Exodus 

21 – in order for a slave to remain in his master’s house after his mandatory 

service was over, the master had to pierce the slave’s ear (i.e. “seal” it) with an 

awl (Ex 21:6); an act of voluntary submission and friendship on the slave’s part. 

 

When viewing Revelation 7:1-3 in the light of the above-mentioned functions of 

“sealing”, the conclusion is that the meaning of the holistic Sabbath also only 

occurs if the slave voluntarily receives the “sealing” of Jesus’ friendship in his/her 

mind – i.e. a personal relationship with Christ, centered in a free will election of 

service and loyalty, symbolically represented by a seal on the forehead (Rv 22:4-

5). 

 

With regards to the authenticity of the ghematric number in Revelation 13:18: this 

historicist investigation does not consider xcv to be the earliest and truest 

numeric value, but as a numeric value used by Preterist and Higher Criticism 

scholars to denigrate the traditional presence of xcv in Revelation 13:18; 

believed to be a scribal error. Regarding the meaning of xcv the major downfall 

of the traditional Vicarivs Filii Dei ghematric approach’s interpretation of the sea-

monster as the Roman Catholic Church system is its source – that is the 

 
 
 



Donation of Constantine, a well known forgery. Moreover, in the game of 

ghematria, all the letters must have a numeric value – Vicarivs Filii Dei does not 

fulfill this requirement.  

 

With this in mind, this thesis proposes the use of a code number hypothesis – the 

phrase a)po a)natolh=v h(li/ou in Revelation 7:3 is connected with another genitive 

in Revelation 16:12 – tw=n basile/wn tw=n a)po\ a)natolh=v h(li/ou. When it is taken 

into consideration that the previous genitive phrase is derived from Isaiah 44:28-

45:21 – where Cyrus the Great is announcing the destruction of Babylon and the 

setting free of the captives – it is concluded that (in this sense) Cyrus is seen as 

a type for Christ and his second coming (Mt 24:27; 2:9; Lk 17:23-24; 2 Pt 1:19; 

Rv 18:1-4); the kings of the East represent Christ and his hosts; and the 

drowning of the river Euphrates as symbolic of the lack of human support or 

ability to detain the world plagues and the sins of Babylon. This code number 

hypothesis considers these three evil powers to be the 666 of Revelation 13:18 – 

a malign Trinity; in opposition to the Holy Trinity symbolized by the verbs 

“blessed” (Father), “rested” (Son), and “sanctified” (Holy Spirit; see Gn 2:2,3; Ex 

20:11). 
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DISCLAIMER 

 
The research done in this study, as well as the conclusions reached, 

do not necessarily concur with (or reflect) those of either the thesis 

supervisor and/or the University of Pretoria - they are the personal 

conclusions of the thesis writer only. The methodology used, and the 

conclusions reached, stem from the researcher’s education in (and 

background as being part of) the Seventh-day Adventist tradition. 

But, at the same time, the researcher also wants to emphasize the 

fact that this investigation does not necessarily completely concur 

with (or reflect) traditional Seventh-day Adventist doctrine – it has as 

one of its goals the proposal of a different approach to research. 
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