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Oe=ign of Stridom Square & Informal Trade Sftructure along wvan
der walt skreet

The re-design of Strijdom Square and -he structure that will come
alang wa der walt Stree” will be solved on a conceptual level. The
symaintic building as a is of sufficien- size for the architectural

dizserfatian.

Srridom SgJare, as a public space iz the most important z3ace in
Fhiz thesiz. 4z mentioned in the introcuction. the architectural
inte~wentien an fhe site iz to regqenerate znd re-activate Strijdaom
Lguare, and by dcing so, re-pregram the space. By introducing the
symaiotic building on e Wwestern facade of Fhe State Theafre, the
building = layered, c-eating interazticn between the State Thealre
and the square using the symbiotic building as a fransifiznal

spacz.

The intentions for re-desigring Sftrijdom Sguare Fave already been
dizcdszed, The design and design Fheory will be deal™ with fram
here on. The main issues toal need to be dealt with for Skrijdam

Square zre:

>z Accessibility

- Frovision af shelter {shading|
== Flaces o walk, stand and sif
*a Creation of usabl= spaces

Fublic spaces allvw the caming ftwegether of strargers, who seek
a comfortable place fo pauze and either become involwed in Fhe
ac-ivity or berome a speckator -heretu. Jare Lacchs likens thz ciky
sicewalk: to 2 dance, “we may fancifally cal. it the arf form of

Fhe city and liken it to a dance - no- to a simple-minded arecision

dance with averyone kicking uz ab the same time, Fwirling in Lnison
and bowing of° en masse, but to an in-ricate aallet in whic Fhe

incividua. dancers and ensembles all hava cistinctive parrs which

miraculously reinforce each other ard compose an o-derly whale. 195 .1%  phete cb po-lic spare in | 2zenhzzen of pees = Teins
The ballet of -Fe city sidewalk never repeats itzef from place to FRoProaines Ty m. s ans. this inocurnoatracts mooe
art vity

place, and in any one place is always replete with rew improvisations
lin w157 mide we 4 cebe i- Doper-aner il . stratiag pers s

[JACOBS 19671 60l People are drawn to obher people’s ackivity and

tasrinacion with a-her pecs e's art o by
fhi= treates a magneb for okher people ta join in.
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The zquarz must have access fron every possible sida, In
order to dea. with the leve. difference belween the ADRGA
building platferm and that of van cer Wa.l ztreef, the concepf
of a false floor was initially explored.  However. this was
replaced with stairs which moye dewn info the square from
Fhe hgher levels, allawing access where needed. Providing a
structure alang van der Walt Will not nere.y improves facilities
for the informzl traders  In many rases, when infrastructure
for informal traders is providec, the people tend not -o uze if.
In these cazes, either the urginal Flaw of users is disturbed
or something elze haz: caczed the activiry fo change for the
worse. The structure is to creatz a boundary and a definibe
edge for Fhe sgeare. As observed by Jane Jacobs “Alrhough
buildings sheuld not cut sun from the park-if the object is Fa
encourage Full use-the presence of builcings around a park
is imporbant in design. Thzy enclose it They make a Jefinite
shape oub of the z2aca, so that it appears as an imacrrant
event in the city scene, a positive “ea-ure rather thzn a
nan-account leftover, Far fron being aftracked by indefinite
leftuve-s o° land oozing around buildings, pecale behave if
repelled by tham"{JACOES 1961 16!,

To create a defined space outweighs a hesitance to interfere
with the van der Walt %treet infurmal traders. Ths does
nat mean Fhat the dezign Will destray their trade. |If the
right decisicns are made, and participation From the traders
iz encouragec, exisbing activity can be Jsed and enhanced,
benefiting the traders. & structure over thz existing
pedestrian rodre along way der ‘Wall will become a co.onnade
under which t7e aecple can walk. Together with thz improved
atcess inte the square. the informal frader’s exposure Fa
pedestrians will be pptimiz=d. Most importantly, skructure will
define the zquare as an event within Fhe cify envirsnment.
The spaces the structure creates will allow the -raders fao
sel up stalls as they currently do.  Additional facilities will
be intreduced, providing water =nd electrical points that can
encourage diverse activify and frade. Ths new dive-sity will
benefit the space, the warying products atfracting a warieky
of uzers at dif“erent fimes, Tha space Fhus hosts an infricate
sequence of use and users [JACOBS 1961: 106).

Al the activity in van der walt Streer will add t¢ the safery
of thz sguare. According tc Jane Ja:pbs, steres, bars and
resfaurantz as chef examples, work in zeveral diffe-enf
and rcomplex ways to promo-e sidewalk safety.  Firstly,
Fhey give people-20fh residenfs and strangers-corc-ere
reasons fur using the sidewal<s on which these en-erprises
face, Secondly, they draw pecple past p.aces which have no
ak-ract an fur public use in themselves, but whith are trzveled
as routes to somewhere elze. This influence dees not carry
ve~y “ar geagraph cally, su enfterprises must b= frequent in a
city district if rhey are -o populate W@irh walkers thoza ofher
stretches of the street that lack public places along Fhe
sicewals, Maoreover, there sPould Ee many diferent kindz of
enterprise, to cive peaple reasons far crossing paths. Thirdly,
shopkeepers and other zmall businezsmen are typically strong
proponents of peaze and order; broken windows, -cldups
and nervous  customers discourage  business. They are
great street watchers and sidewalk guardians if present in
sufficient numbers., Fourthly, te activity generated by people
on errands, ar people aiming for foac or drink, is itself an
at-raction fo ofhers, [JACOBS 1967 47).

The staircase from the underground arcade enters info Fhe
sqiare helow the colarnade.  People moving bebween Fhe
Standard Bank Centre ard St-ijdom Zquare will be enfering or
ex ting fram thiz poink. This will alse generate ackivi-y. Fram
Fhiz sraircase, pecp.e will eifher mave Fhrough Fhe square or
along waa der walt 3treet.  Jane Jacobs describes the city
sicewalss: "we may fancifully call it Fhe art form of tha ciry
and liken it to a dance - not ta a simple-mird=d p-ecision
daice with averyone kicking Jp atb the same fime. twirling in
unsan and bowing off en masse, but to an intricate ballet in
which Fhe individial dancers and enzembles all have d stinctive
pa~ts whicy miraculously reinforce each ohher and compose an
orderly who.e, The baller ¢f Fhe city sidewalk never repeats
it=elf from place to place, and in any one place is always

replete wich new improvisabicns (JACOBS 1967 60}
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a

& staircase will Fake pecple dewn From the ABSA
level into Fhe square. This staircase will include deep
freads tp be used as seating as well as for movement.
Trees wll be pladred alang tha eazb-wash aziz of this
stai~tase. Thz trees define the threzhold of the sguare

and craate shade for the stairczse

Genl bealieves that it iz impartant that all meaningful
sorial activities, intense experiences, and conversations
Fake place where peap.e are standing, ifting, Iying dowr.
or wal<ing. One can catch a brief climpse of others

from a car o~ f-om a tain wndaw, Cub life rakes place

on fook. 0Oaly “on foot" does a situation Function as a
meaingful apportunity for contact iv which the individual
is at ease and ablz tp take time Fp experiente, pause,
or beceme inwelved {GEHL 1387 T&). what is Fhen needed
are places designec for walking, skanding a-d sitking, on i «138 ranreps mode -dicet 30 rolzr-ade alonn @1 der walt

afher words, places far sraying Horeet
liq : 1L ronreps seccior s<etr- adicat nn the vasic. s spares
tarannk -he s bz Fad how syrhiobic wild -3 w Il ave- -hs
Gtate ieatre
lin w1i: puk o s=are in Copz--ane- -diceli-n how the spece 7 lows

plares bo- walsi-n, stendinn ars sith -
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It i= not enough to create spaces that enable people to com= and
qa.  “awourable conditiens for movement and lingaring within Fhe
spaces mist alse exish, allowing participation in a wice range of
social and -ecreational activitiez, In Fhis context Fhe qualify of
the individual segmzrts of the outdoor env ranment plays a crucial
part, Design of tFe individual spaces and of the details, down Fo
the =mallest ccmparent, a~e determining Factors [GEHL 1337 1311

Walking

walking iz first and faremost a means of bransportation providing
an informzl and uncomplicated pozsibiliry for presence in the public
envirpnment. One walks to do an e-rand, to =ee the surraundings,
of just fo walk (GEHL 1987 135). walkng demands space: it is
necessary to walk freely without disturbance, witbout being pushed,
and without having to maneuwer teo moch [CEHL 1987 1351 when
large spartes are to be crossed, it is usually more comfartable
Fa neve along the edge than hawing to Fraverse a brazd surface
or walk throagh the middlz of the space. Mowemert at the edge
makas it possible fo simultaneously 2xperierca both tha large space
as well as t-e small defails of the street facade or the spakial
boundary alenc which one walks, Two waried experiences inzread of
one are provided, and in the case of 2ad weatqer, the protection

of<ered by the facade iz a Further advan-age (GEH_ 1987 144l
Sranding

[t car thus be concluded that events grow nward, from the edge
Foward the central space. It can be =aid that the design of details
plays an impo~fant role in developing possicil ties of staying in
public spaces If spaces are desclate and empty - withoot benches,
columns, plants, frees, and s¢ Ffarth - and if the facades lack
inte~esting detals - niches, holes, gateways, stairs, and so on - it
iz dif ficclt Fo find places Fo stop,  Gocd cities for stayirg ouf in
have irregu.ar farades and a variety of supaorbs in -heir ootdoor
spaces [GEHL 1987: 155},
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Sitfing

Only when opportunities for zitting exist can there be s-ays of avy duration, If
these opportunities are few ar poor, people just walk by, Stays in poblic are not
anly brief, buf mzny atfracrive and worthwhile cufdoor activities are precluded.
The exiztence of qeod oppor-unities for sitbing paves the way for the numerous
acTivities rhal become arime atbractions in aublic spaces: eating. reading, sleeping,
knitting, playing chess, suabathing, watching people, ralking, and s¢ on [EEHL
1987 157,

Fossibilities and limitations can be manipulztad in seve~al waws Five different
measts with wheh architects and p.anners can promote ar prevent isolzton and
contact are illustratzd by Gehl below, ses Fig 6,29 IGEHL 1980: 741, Jsing all

Fhese tuols, the design =volves.
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lin 1i5 pleertad view ot the no--h westzra size o the symbickic beils 3 wit- 1 bs o2at=e-




