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SUMMARY

The Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site covers an area of over 47 000 hectares in the
north-western corner of Gauteng, straddling the boundary between Gauteng and North West
Provinces. The area is of outstanding universal value as it contains a complex of palaeontological
and palaeo -anthropological sites which have yielded some of the most valuable evidence
worldwide of the origins of modern humans.

Embedded in the rocks found in the numerous dolomitic caves in the area are the fossilised
remains of ho minids, their lithicultural remains and fossils of other plants, animals and pollen.
These give a complete picture of the hominids and their surroundings dating back over 3.3 million
years. The richness and variety of these deposits, their excellent preser vation in the caves, and
the age of the specimens, make this area of world significance.

The aim of this dissertation is the development of an architectural product that aids interpretation
of the meanings and values inherent in the COH WHS and its contex t. The design approach is
rational and simplicity is explored in order to develop the building as communication medium and
introduction to the context.

By its design, the building becomes an unobtrusive line in the landscape, focusing attention on
the natural setting and exposing visitors to the unique character of this heritage site.
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All architecture, without exception, is created to function in the time of the
future. The future is uncertain, and human nature, changeable and
inconstant, yet architecture must even then perform usefully throughout its
lifetime. What we can do is gather fragments of life in the uncertain future
and reconstruct them in the present. Architecture resembles archeology in
this endeavor. Archeologists assemble an overall picture of the past using
small fragments from ancient times. Architects assemble architect ure using
fragments from the future. The design of architecture thus involves a
paradox it traces back to the future. Our clues in this endeavor vary from
person to person, and our choices depend on the future life a building is
expected to lead. Just as a rcheologists find their clues in topography and
materials, |, too, look to topography and materials for the solid footing, the
dependable fragments, on which to build my architecture. Topography, the
foundation of a building’s landscape; and materials, the compositional
elements of its detailing, are macro and micro. Neither is easily disturbed by
the vicissitudes of human affairs. For architecture, as an object of human
desire, they are problematic dimensions, hard to control and impossible to
ignore. This shows, all the more, how topography and materials are
architecture’s basic contours.

Hiroshi Naito
[JA, 2002, Issue 46.pg4]
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