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ABSTRACT 

THEETHNOBOTANYOFTHEVHAVENDA 

by 

DOWELANI EDWARD NDIVHUDZANNYI MABOGO 
~ 

Supervisor: Prof. Dr. A. E. van Wyk 

Department of Botany 

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA 

MAGISTER SCIENTIAE 

In recent years Venda has suffered considerable environmental pressure as a result 

of overpopulation and agricultural and industrial expansion, which has led to 

indiscriminate destruction of vegetation and natural habitats. 

The ethnobotany of the Vhavenda was studied with the aim of discovering 

their knowledge of, and dependence on mainly indigenous plants, and its impact on 

the local flora and vegetation. As the first comprehensive study of its kind in 

Venda, it also serves as a record of an important part of the cultural heritage of the 

Vhavenda. Personal observations and interviews with numerous Venda people have 

played an important role. Information from the literature on the uses of plants by 

the Vhavenda was also recorded and verified. 

Herbarium specimens of more than 245 species of mainly indigenous, but 

also some exotic plants were collected and identified, and information on their uses 

recorded and analysed. Vernacular names for many taxa have also been recorded. 

The Vhavenda use indigenous plants for food, medicine, firewood, building, art, as 

sources of oils and dyes, for shade and as ornamentals. Despite the tendency to rely 
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increasingly on commodities available commercially, indigenous plants still play a 

significant role in the lives of many people in Venda. 

A utilitarian system of plant classification exists among the Vhavenda. Most 

Venda names of plants are related to their traditional uses, morphology, anatomy, 

chemistry, behaviour, habitat or relationships with certain animals, while a few have 

onomatopoeic derivations. A traditional system of nature conservation has for long 

been responsible for the preservation of those plants considered to be important. 

211 

Digitised by the University of Pretoria, Library Services, 2012

 
 
 



UITTREKSEL 

THEETHNOBOTANYOFTHEVHAVENDA 

(DIE VOLKSPLANTKUNDE VAN DIE VHA VENDA) 

deur 

DOWELANI EDWARD NDIVHUDZANNYI MABOGO ... 

Studieleier: Prof. Dr. A.E. van Wyk 

Departement Plantkunde 

UNIVERSITEIT VAN PRETORIA 

MAGISTER SCIENTIAE 

Venda moes die afgelope aantal jare aansienlike omgewingsdruk verduur as gevolg 

van oorbevolking en uitbreiding op landbou- en nywerheidsgebied. Dit het gelei tot 

onoordeelkundige vernietiging van die plantegroei en natuurlike habitats. 

Die volksplantkunde van die Vhavenda is bestudeer met die doel om insae te 

kry in hul kennis en afhanklikheid van hoofsaaklik inheemse plante, en die invloed 

daarvan op die plaaslike flora en plantegroei. As die eerste omvattende studie van 

sy soort, dien dit ook as 'n opgawe van 'n belangrike deel van die kultuurerfenis van 

die Vhavenda. Persoonlike waarneming en onderhoude met talle mense in Venda 

het 'n belangrike rol gespeel. Inligting in die literatuur oor die gebruike van plante 

deur die Vhavenda is aangeteken en gekontroleer. 

Herbariumeksemplare van meer as 245 spesies hoofsaaklik inheemse, maar 

ook party uitheemse plante is versamel en gefdentifiseer, en inligting oor hul 

gebruike aangeteken en ontleed. Volksname is ook vir baie taksons aangeteken. 

Die Vhavenda gebruik inheemse plante as voedsel, medisyne, vuurmaakhout, 
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boumateriaal, vir die maak van kunsvoorwerpe, as die bron van olies en 

kleurstowwe, vir skadu en as sierplante. Ondanks die neiging om toenemend op 

kommersieel beskikbare goedere staat te maak, speel inheemse plante steeds 'n 

beduidende rol in die lewens van baie mense in Venda. 

'n Plantklassifiseringstelsel wat op nuttigheidsoorwegings berus, bestaan 

onder die Vhavenda. Die meeste Vendaname van plante is ontleen aan hul 

tradisionele gebruike, morfologie, anatomie, chemie, gedrag, habitat of hul 

verhoudings met sekere diere, terwyl enkeles klanknabootsend is. 'n Tradisionele 

stelsel van natuurbewaring is lank reeds verantwoordelik vir die bewaring van die 

plante wat as belangrik beskou word. 
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