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Introduction

▪ Institutional repositories plays an integral role in supporting academic research by proving 
researchers platforms to share their work

▪ Fostering collaboration within and beyond university

▪ Communicating the science



Purposes of Institutional Repositories

Preservation of 

scholarly materials

Facilitating access to 

research
Enhance visibility and 

impact
Supporting Open 

access initiatives



Publisher/Funder Requirements

▪Helps researchers to plan for the resources, tools, and 
skills required to collect, store, handle, and manage data 
to be collected

▪Help researchers to review the project plan and ensure 
compliance with funder and publisher requirements

▪Increase collaboration

▪Continuity

▪Researchers may be asked to make their data available 
through an archive / institutional repository. The 
University of Pretoria support researchers with storage 

▪SHERPA JULIET provides a useful summary of funding 
bodies’ policies, see also NRF funding policy

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/juliet/


Research Life Cycle



Data is the New Gold

Research Data Management

• Research Data Management (RDM) covers the entire research data lifecycle – essentially 
everything that a researcher might do with their data. This includes collection, storage, curation, 
publication, archiving and re-use.

• Good data management is fundamental to the

research process. It is a dynamic process that

must be carefully considered throughout the

course of a research project, from the

planning stage through to final

publication of results.

University of Pretoria: RDM Policy and the Repository

• Research Policy (S5102/23) 

• Research Compliance Regulation (S5103/23)

• Research Data Repository (Figshare)



UPSpace Legislations

Policies that governs UPSpace

▪ Policy on University of Pretoria Electronic Theses and Dissertations - S5119/21

▪ Policy to provide open access to Research Papers authored by University of Pretoria 
researchers – S5120/21



UP ETD Submission Guidelines

https://library.up.ac.za/c.php?g=1144588



Benefits of Research Data Management

Why should I share my research data?

▪ Funders require that researchers share the data underpinning their published research 
findings, and that they retain this for a reasonable period of time to allow further use

▪ The NRF’s Open Access Statement (2015) recommends that data underpinning published 
research findings are shared by the publication date

▪ Other researchers, and the wider public, can validate your published research findings by 
making it discoverable. (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable FAIR principles)

▪ Researcher is able to publish datasets as part of the research outputs (data article)

▪ Increases your research efficiency

▪ Datasets are citable, as the repository assigns a Digital Object Identifier (DOI), and appropriate 
credit for your work

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S235234091930887X


UP Research Data Repository (Figshare)



Benefits of Data Publishing

https://www1.up.ac.za/webcenter/portal/RDM

https://www1.up.ac.za/webcenter/portal/RDM
https://www1.up.ac.za/webcenter/portal/RDM


Dataset upload in minutes at UP Data Repository

https://www1.up.ac.za/webcenter/portal/RDM

https://www1.up.ac.za/webcenter/portal/RDM


Reserve DOI on Figshare)



Theses and Dissertations Repository



UPSpace Content



Benefits of Institutional Repository, UPSpace

Why should I share my research output?

▪ Improve dissemination of their scholarly work

▪ Increase visibility of their publications and ETDs

▪ Research outputs are accessible and citable, as the repository assigns a handle or URI

▪ Contributing to the UP and global research community 

▪ Long-term preservation

▪ Fostering collaboration

▪ Promoting open science



Features of Repositories



Theses and Dissertations Submission Form



UPSpace Form



FAIR Scholarly Sharing

▪ FAIR principles

▪ CARE principles

▪ Reuse and discoverability

▪ Increase research exposure

▪ Research visibility and impact

FAIR Guiding Principles for Scientific Data Management and Stewardship

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618


Licensing research data & research output 

Image CC-BY-SA by SangyaPundir

▪ How you explicitly give someone else permission to use that work.

▪ How the data is licensed

▪ Open licences

Open Data Access and Licensing?

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:FAIR_data_principles.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_Database_License
https://library.ucf.edu/about/departments/scholarly-communication/copyright/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Creative_commons.jpg


Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

▪ Global Goals

▪ Times Higher Education (THE)

▪ Collection of 17 goals designed to provide a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for 

people and the planet, now and into the future.

▪ Research data and research output should have SDGs



Conclusion 

The Library’s scholarly communications unit will assist researchers to:-

▪ publish their research data and scholarly outputs

▪ promote their research data in this way will also help protect their intellectual 
property and encourage them to collaborate with other researchers across 
geographic and multi-disciplinary borders, 

▪ develop search engine optimization of metadata for their research data, 

▪ publish in more open access journals, and 

▪ manage and control their digital footprint and reach of their research data to 
influence readership, citations and Altmetrics. 
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