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 !"#$%&''()%*+$%,"$-.%#!*/%01%23$*03!4%+45%6$$"%3$7$45$8%
1309%*+$%#0":"$9$"*5%01%%;<43*+$!8%<45*=%>!?$%905*%#!*!$5%
in the country, Pretoria has undergone major changes in 
the last 10 years. As in Johannesburg, the once controlled 
4"8%94"!#@3$8%5*3$$*5)%01:#$%5<4#$5%4"8%<43?5%+4A$%6$$"%
released to all of its citizens and the city has taken on the 
#+434#*$3%10@"8%!"%905*%#!*!$5%!"%4%8$A$70<!"B%-0378=%C+$%
5*3$$*5%+4A$%6$#09$%<4#?$8%-!*+%@"3$B@74*$8% !"103947%
trade, small-scale manufacturing and cross-border trade. 
D*+"!#% $"#74A$5% +4A$% 10@"8% *+$!3% <74#$% !"% *+$% 5+480-5%
01%#03<034*$%+$48E@43*$35%-+!7$%9!887$F#7455%3$5!8$"*5%
have secured themselves in suburbia behind electric 
fences and guardhouses (Bremner 2004: 19).

23$*03!4%+45%34<!87/%*34"51039$8)%8$A$70<!"B%"$-%60"85)%
!"*!94#!$5%4"8% !8$"*!*!$5% !"% *+$%9!85*%01%03% !"%6$*-$$"%
the existing rigidities and spatial enclosures of the city. 
This has resulted in either destructive or constructive 
practices. Since democracy, streets and intersections 
have been overrun by practices claiming space in messy 
4"8% 0A$374<<!"B% -4/5% GH3$9"$3% IJJ(K% &'L=% >!1$% -!*+!"%
Pretoria’s divided landscape continues to be made up of 
hybrids of real, everyday experiences (Deckler, Graupner, 
Rasmuss 2006: 4).

M!*+!"%*-0%#0"*345*!"B%@364"%$N<$3!$"#$5%01%*+$%#!*/%01%
Pretoria – the dilapidated ghettoised existence at the 
"03*+$3"%<$3!<+$3/%01%*+$%4<43*+$!8%#!*/%!"%*+$%*0-"5+!<%
Marabastad, and the theme-park retail space of Menlyn 
9477%O%7!$%#09<7$N!*!$5%01%@364"%7!1$%-!*+!"%*+$%<05*%4<43*-
+$!8%#!*/=%P*%!5%-!*+!"%*+!5%7!A$8%5<4#$)%509$-+$3$%6$*-$$"%
the themed shopping utopia and the rough-edged, every-
day poverty and dystopia, that South African practition-
$35% !"% *+$% 5<4*!47% 8!5#!<7!"$5% :"8% *+$95$7A$5% <34#*!5!"B%
their art (Deckler, Graupner, Rasmuss 2006: 4).

M!*+!"% *+!5% #0"*$N*)% *+$% <34#*!#$% 01% 43#+!*$#*@3$% :"85%
!*5$71%#0"130"*$8%-!*+%4%"$-%5$*%01%#+477$"B$5=%C+$3$% !5%
4% #09<7$N% <+/5!#47% 4"8% 50#!47% 74"85#4<$% *+4*% !5% $E@477/%
+/63!8%4"8%8!A$35$)%4%5<4#$%!"%-+!#+%4%9@7*!<7$%01%8!A$35$%
cultures exist and compete for resources and opportuni-
*!$5=% @#+%74"85#4<$5%-!*+!"%0@3%#!*!$5)%*0-"5+!<5)%*0-"5)%
farmlands and rural ‘homeland’ spaces are merging as 
South African society ‘opens up’ to globalizing forces. As 
a result tensions have emerged from these landscapes. 
C$"5!0"% 6$*-$$"% -$47*+% 4"8% <0A$3*/% +45% 7$48% *0% *+$%
#3$4*!0"%01%4"%$A$3F!"#3$45!"B%8!A!5!0"%6$*-$$"%*+$%3!#+%
4"8%<003)%*+$%9!B34"*5%4"8%#!*!Q$")%9$"%4"8%-09$"%4"8%
6$*-$$"%*+$%5<4#$5%<$0<7$%0##@</%6/%A!3*@$%01%*+$!3%90-
bility or lack of it (Deckler, Graupner, Rasmuss 2006: 4). 

Figure 2.1. 
Unregulated Informal Trade outside 
the State Theatre (Author, 2010)

Figure 2.1. 
Unregulated informal trade on the 
corner of Boom and Potgieter Street 
(Author, 2010)

Figure 2.3. 
Small-scale manufacturing: Welding   
(Author, 2010)

Figure 2.4. 
Small-scale manufacturing : Garment 
industry (Author 2010)

Figure 2.5. 
Small-scale manufacturing : Undertaker  
(Author 2010)

Figure 2.6. 
D*+"!#%D"#74A$K%R05E@$%5!*@4*$8%-!*+!"%
the city centre (Author 2010)
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P*%!5%-!*+!"%*+!5%,T499$8%5<4#$.%01%<3$A!0@57/%8!5*!"#*%#@7*@3$5%
and their associated distinct spatial practices that opportu-
"!*!$5%43$%#3$4*$8%103%!"A$"*!0"%4"8%!"*$3<3$*4*!0"%-!*+!"%*+$%
:$78%01% 43#+!*$#*@3$% *+4*% 43$% 1@"849$"*477/% 8!11$3$"*% 1309%
those offered at times of socio-political stagnation. Tensions 
arise from the current cultural uncertainty of the post-liber-
4*!0"%$34%-+!#+%011$35%*+$%343$%0<<03*@"!*!$5%103%#3$4*!A!*/%
4"8%!"*$3<3$*4*!0"%01%*+$%!"+$3!*$8%-0378%GM0711%IJJ'K%&UVL=%

W0-$A$3% !8$"*!1/!"B% 4% 5$3!$5%01% *$"5!0"5% *+4*% $N!5*%-!*+!"%
23$*03!4)%-!77%"0*%3$A$47%*+$%94""$3%!"%-+!#+%*$"5!0"5%5+0@78%
6$%8$47*%-!*+=%C+$%4!9%01%*+$%8!55$3*4*!0"%!5%*0%!8$"*!1/%5@#+%
*$"5!0"5%4"8%*0%$N<703$%+0-%*+$/%411$#*%*+$%#!*/%@364"!5*!-
#477/%4"8%43#+!*$#*@3477/=%C+$%8!55$3*4*!0"%-!77%!"A$5*!B4*$%*+$%
<055!67$% 43#+!*$#*@347X@364"% !"*$3A$"*!0"5% *+4*% -!77% 43!5$%
1309%*+$%3$507@*!0")%5/"*+$5!5%03%#0"Y!#*%01%*+$5$%*$"5!0"5=%
Murray states that the visible appearance of buildings and 
other assembled material objects that make up the city-
5#4<$%47-4/5%B!A$5%3!5$%*0%!"*@!*!A$%03%$A0#4*!A$%477@5!0"5=%W$%
1@3*+$3%5*4*$5%*+4*%%#!*/F6@!78!"B%<30#$55$5%05#!774*$%6$*-$$"%
#3$4*!A$%!"*$3A$"*!0"5)%*+$%145+!0"!"B%01%509$*+!"B%"$-%*+4*%
never existed before, on the one side, and selective destruc-
tion on the other (Murray 2008: ix). 

Urban spaces that are in tension in Pretoria can provide the 
#!*/%-!*+% *+$%0<<03*@"!*/% *0% 105*$3% 4% "$-%<05*% 4<43*+$!8%
-4/%01%#!*/%94?!"B% *+4*%$"#09<455$5% *+$%+/63!8!*/%4"8% !"-
tersections of diverse cultures. In order for an architectural 
!"*$3A$"*!0"%*0%5@##$$8%-!*+!"%4%5<4*!47%:$78%01%*$"5!0"5%#$3-
tain aspects need to be taken into account:

Z% Understanding the fractured nature of Pretoria’s urban 
74"85#4<$=%;1*$3%4<43*+$!8)%45%-!*+%905*%#!*!$5%!"% 0@*+%
;13!#4)%23$*03!4.5%<308@#*!0"%01%@364"%5<4#$%-45%*+$%0@*-
#09$% 01% @"5*467$% 9!N*@3$% 01% 0<<05!"B% :$785% 01% 103#$%
-+$3$% *+$% 74*$"*% *$"5!0"5% 6$*-$$"% *+$% 4"N!0@5% 3!#+%
4"8% *+$% 8$5<$34*$7/% <003%-$3$% "$A$3% #09<7$*$7/%0@*%
01%5!B+*%4"8%0##45!0"477/%$3@<*$8%!"*0%0@*3!B+*%#0"Y!#*%
in the most unexpected places (Murray 2008 : 4). Can 
urban space be designed as a cosmopolitan entity – a 
<74#$%-+$3$%477%8!11$3$"#$5%9!N%*0B$*+$3)%-+$*+$3%$*+"!#)%
racial or religious?

Z% The design of democratic environments that are inclu-
sive rather than exclusive.

Z% Establishing points of linkage and connectivity to max-
imise legibility of the urban fabric.

%[!B@3$%I=U=%%C+$%#!*/%01%23$*03!4%-!*+!"%4%5<4*!47%:$78%01%*$"5!0"5%G;@*+03%IJ&JL
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Z% Understanding that the urban landscape of Pretoria is 
4"%$A07A!"B%:$78%01%5<4*!47%*$"5!0"5%4"8%#0"*348!#*!0"5)%
!"%-+!#+%*+$%<+/5!#47%1$4*@3$5%01%*+$%#!*/5#4<$%43$%54*@-
34*$8%-!*+%5/9607!59%4"8%9$4"!"B%4"8%-+$3$%*+$%#07-
lective memories and imagined futures are inscribed in 
the built environment (Murray 2008 : 6).

Z% Understanding that the inner city needs a diversity of 
functions and facilities to be able to serve an urban 
society.

Figure 2.8. (opposite)
A man lying in shrubbery along the 
canalized Apies river.  This is a result of  
the lack of inclusive environments that 
$N!5*%-!*+!"%*+$%#!*/%G;@*+03%IJ&JL


