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ABSTRACT

The ecology of reptiles and amphibians in the Burkea africana -

Eragrostis pallens savanna is discussed in relation to population size

and biomass. Aspects of reptile and amphibian life style with regard

to food, feeding, reproduction, growth and movement are discussed.

Population densities and biomass fluctuate both during and between
years. Snakes average 3,08/ha with a biomass of 93,36 g/ha, lizards
62,27/ha with a biomass of 64,36 g/ha and amphibians 58,79/ha with a
biomass of 593,4 g/ha.

On the Nylsvley Nature Reserve, snake, lizard and amphibian diversity
is greatest in the Study Area. The combinmation of the three groups are
termed a herpetofaunal assemblage. This assemblage is then discussed in

the light of other similar studies including those concerned wich origins

and relations.
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