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The Architecl:- and his Wbrk

(By a Special Correspondent.)

. Tg:day I had occasion to
to Clonme] Chambers,
tncountered ip

pay a visit
Johannesourg, and
one of the pa s M
B b - passages Mr.
hie‘ldr’.? dﬁmrmjk._ He asked me to enter
s stu 10, and immediately the woid
| caugnt my eye. I found that
clear print in question ‘
» JUBCriprions which 18 1o be - carved on
UJ*Llr{cJE“fiePﬁuFe'dﬂf the Dutch Reiormed
L 0 ald by the Minister of .
tice (Mr, N: J. D(&y kg p e b
Dutch  the exXpression
1(_ houl_{atei.n”) 13 still preserved.
lish, il connection with
meny  “fouandation stone”
the simpler “coruyer stone”
Bible, 3 ,
Judging Gl e i ey
Judg ) e ns, this Church
Which js destined to gl YreN

Sog meet the spiritual
jf:’?d“i of t’h,e' Du t-('h-ﬁj,-le akin g peop le 0!
,_l‘r'm{n’- and neighbourhood wili be a
gracetul  structure.  One thing that im-

mediately caught my eye was the repre-

IntXug--
the usual (eie--

has  replucedy
of King Jales’

sentation of a big tree, and Mr. Mo

J" ® @ - - M L] - J a 1 ‘ el*-‘
1k unm‘e;hately anticipated my quus-i
oning. “l found this there,” ile sa i,

.;L‘Lxﬁlerir af?; gq:ng to lot is remain. It is
Sﬁuthh.&fﬁf' tree ﬂ_“f_ Soime -iudigﬂhmm
| Alrican species) “and theretore,« in !
mny ﬂﬁmnn 3 SV -
of the=etrfTflren ef the Voorirekkers than
yew or olin-tree shade. YWhen 1 was a
yvourgster, studyving architecture in kng-
land, and at holiday time went roamicg
in some of vour beautiful counties—RKeunt
or Buekingham, for example -1 was al-
ways struck with the exquisite harmony
ef the grey old churches and the trees |
that looked down upon the resting place
of the dead, JFrom the yewstrees of Eng-
lishh churchyards were fashioned the wuas
of the sturdy knglishmen who would neve, g
breok invasion. And {from our H{)ufh]
African trees did not the old Duich Voor-
trekkors obtain the wood with which they
fashioned the strong  wagons which
throngh many a year of trial and tribula- |
tior. were their homes—and often their,
sure defence? g

ENGLAND AND SOUTH AFRICA.

Thiz thought--this linking of a church-
verd like that where Gray wrote his
“Elegy,” for instance—with a spot at the
corner of Smith Street and Cato Avenue:
in South Africa’'s busiest port,——-appea.ed
to me at once; and I realised that *Mr.
Moerdijk was noi merely a conscientious
architect but an artist of refinement and
taste, And my impression was confirmed
by one of the

pictures in the office—a
delicately pencilled sketeh of Canterbury
Cathedral” just as it must have appealed
to little David Coppertield at the end of
his long, long tramp. And in reply to
furthor questions, Mr. Moeerdijk told me
scmoething about his student days in Lon-
den, where he won his ARLB.A, and
his deep appreciation of the beauties of
the English countryside—above all of
week-end visits to sequestered spots.

“And where the kneeling ha.);nlet:l drjs:,in&
The chalice of thé grapes of God.

Also of his studies in Paris at the lcole
Des Beaux arts,” and in Rome at the
Archaeologieal School of which Mr. Meer-
dijk is a member. g -
1t was extremely interesting to find
what had been accowmplished by this mo-
dest but very ambitieus Transvaaler, born
in Waterberg District, almost in the W{da,
whe was selected by the Duteh Building
(‘ommission of Durban to design for them
their Church. To the Afrikaans maga-
zines and other publications in__Scuil
Afpien My Moordih Dhas coLWibUled aly
articles and sketches, &zn.d he is also th
avthor of # brochure on Churches and
Church Biulding in South Africa, ol which
the Rev. J. D, Kestell was moved to say
that “the writer furnishes proof that he
has the true insight into the art of
building. He takes a very high stand.
He sees in architecture am element that
is Divine.” ooty b AR IR i
Thus all Mr, Moerdijk’s work is char
aoterised by a peculiar lova for it and
by an originality which reproduces U
old Cape Duteh style in a most attrgui
tive manner. In the Church with whicl
a start has now been made at Durbaa

there will be sitting -'ac'n‘:_an}‘n}odat_,im} E?_l
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Wet), on July 7. In:
“corner-stone’®

450 souls on the ground fiocor and an-
,other 200 in the gallery; and the plans
‘have been so ingeniously constructed that
not only 18 the furthest seat only 60 feef
from the preacher, but each and every
rcne can easily see and hear him. Due
provision is made for the choir and organ
gallery, and for what is further neces-
sary for the services of the church. Also
for a roomy hall which will meet the
social requirements of the congregation,

| “HET HAANTJE VAN DE TOREN.”

- As at Dundee so at Durban has My,
Moerdijk planted—or will planf—a wea-
thercock on the top of the tower which,
from its al“atude of 90 feet, will be visible
from all parts of the Port and from the
Beg..

The English rendering of the Duteh in-
seription on the corner-stone will be as
follows: : ‘

In gratitude to God and in remem-
brance of our Voortrekkers and our
forefathers, this stonme is laid on July |
7, 1923, by the Homn. N, J De Wet, |
Minister of Justice. 1

“Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth j

this peeple which Thou hast redeemed.”
g S R B |

F. Ferg, Chairman of the Building

Committee; Wilson and Hendry, Con-

tractors; Louw and DMoerdijk, Archi-

tects, | N

It may be added that the gallery is
the generous gift of a lady from the Free
State, Mrs. Uys. ~

The ceremony on July 7 will doubtless
be a red letter day in the history of
the Duteh-speaking people of Southern
Natal, and quite a number of up-country
people have signified their intention of
being present for the occasion. WWhat is
of particular interest is that the site
question—at the cornmer of Smith Stree
and Cato Avenue—is stated to be th
identical spot where Piet Retief met th
English Colonists before he departed o
his last t{agic visit o Dingaan.




