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Chapter 2 - The Greater Context
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2.1 Introduction

Pretoria is a bustling CBD with unlimited potential.  
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design attempts to draw passing pedestrians into 
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Figure 2.3 Digital collage of Map of Pretoria(na), 
2009. 

 
 
 



/9/

2.2 Non-Physical Context – a brief history of 
Pretoria

Around 1840 J. G. S. Bronkhorst settled alongside a stream 
in an area called the Fountains Valley. In 1854 Marthinus 
Wessel Pretorius bought the farm from Bronkhorst. The 
growing community of Elandspoort and the valley petitioned 
successfully for a ‘kerkplaas’. The kerkplaas was the 
place where the travelling dominee called at intervals 
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�
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(Allen, 1971: 8). In 1855 the kerkplaas became the town 
of Pretoria named after Pretorius’ father. Incidentally 
Andries Pretorius is also represented as a hero at the 
battle of Blood River. Several versions of the name were 
discussed and the name Pretoria Philadelphia was agreed 
upon. However, the second part of the name was soon 
dropped (Allen, 1971: 8). 
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c1850 c1870

c1885 c1890

c1910 c1950

2.3 Development of the city

1. In the article Urbs Quadrata
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Figure 2.4 Figure 2.5

Figure 2.6 Figure 2.7

Figure 2.8 Figure 2.9
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2.4 The Atmospheric Theatre
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Figure ��17 Randolph Street, 
Jack Siegel circa 1950.
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2.5 Physical Context

Figure ��22 ������	
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Figure ��23 q�
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The foyer and auditorium contained frescos, 
busts and striking chandeliers enhancing 
the grandeur of the Capitol. The theatre 
was intended to be supported by the Capitol 
Hotel, which was never realised. During the 
depression the grandeur of the hotel started 
to decline and in 1955 it was bought by 
the Transvaal Provincial Administration. The 
intention was to demolish the theatre and 
erect high-rise buildings (Fourie, 1994). 
This however was never realised as in 1971 it 
was found that the TPA building stood on 23 
different unconsolidated blocks and in 1989 
the scheme was cancelled (Fourie, 1994).

In November 1981, the Capitol was renovated 
into a parking lot. Initially, this was 
intended to be a temporary measure until 
the Capitol and the Poynton building were 
demolished. This demolition never occurred 
however, and the parking lot still persists 
today. In 1985 it was reported that the 
theatre was to become a museum for provincial 
affairs, and in the same year the Wurlitzer 
organ was returned to the theatre (Fourie, 
1994). Most recently the Foyers of the 
theatre were converted into a nightclub, for 
which the auditorium provided the parking. 
It is rumoured that the nightclub was closed 
and re-located due to damage caused to 
the interior of the foyers which had been 
�
����
�
��

�
���
������


Figure 2.24 Central Area of Pretoria. Including 
the Capitol Theatre as it stood in 1949. 

Figure 2.25 The Capitol Theatre Exterior with 
Transvaal Administration foyer addition circa 
1970. 

Figure 2.26 The Capitol Theatre Interior circa 
1970. Cinemasouvenirs. 
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Figure ��27 7������	
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2.6 Capitol Theatre as building
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5. The Auditorium and Stage

2.6.1 The Facade
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2.6.2 The Entrance Foyer
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2.6.3 The Grand Foyer
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Figure ��28
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2.6.4 The Balcony
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2.6.5 The Auditorium and Stage.
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Figure ��34 Illustration of balcony from 
stage. 

Figure ��35 Illustration of seating 
����
�
	�+
��	�����


Figure ��36 Illustration of 
�����
�����


 
 
 



/24/extending the skin

������
�
��

�		�����
��
�
�	
��
�����
����
)�

���

��
���
�
�����
������
��
��

����
��

��

���		��
����	
����
��

�		�����
1�����
�
5UU36�
)�

�����
����
����
+��
���	
�
��
�

��
������

�
����

���
��

����
�
��
�
���
��

����
���������
������
��
��
��

��
���
�

)�

��������

��
��

����������
��������
��
�
�
������
�
�����
�

����

+����
��
�		
�8��

+���
&����
��
�������
)�

���

��
��

����������
��������
��
�
	�����

��
��

	
����
��

+����
�������
�
�����
�

����
�	���

)���
�	��
��
���
�
�
+���
�
�
��	
	��
��
��
�����
�

���
�
	��
)�

�
�	���
��
����
��
�
����
��

����
��
��
�
����
+���
��
��

	
����
1�����
�

5UU36�

2.6.6 Sculptures and reliefs
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Figure 2.47 Digital model illustrating 
vehicular activity of Church Square

Figure 2.48 Shadow analysis Summer solstice

Figure 2.49 Shadow analysis Summer solstice
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Figure ��53
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Figure ��55
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Figure ��54
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Figure ��56 Digital montage of 
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Figure ��59
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