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“Within in a society obsessed with their own body, the 
SchizoCity framework proposes that the Pretoria City be 
investigated as a living body. Investigating means of 
manipulation the city, and its existing fabric, just as 
one can manipulate the human form.”

Part 3

Figure 3.1 Digital collage of a roof top in CBD 
illustration of urban space as an instrument 
of social interaction.
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SchizoCity: The rehabilitation/redressing of a body.

“There is a certain vitality present in South African 
cities that should not be ignored by practices of 
transformation. Spatial practices should not aim to 
change or simplify the dynamics of society and their 
patterns of use, but should rather aim to mediate, 
support, combine and exploit these positive features 
to create a new city order” (van der Wath, 2008: 9).
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Figure 3.3 Digital collage illustrating 
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Figure 3.4 Digital collage illustrating 
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Figure 3.5 Digital collage illustrating 
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urban structure and to allow them to develop 
and expand” (Panerai et al. 2004:6). It is 
important to note however that Haussmann 
was reacting to an already structured urban 
environment and through a process of limited 
���
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�	
on the city that created a “new type of space… 
not totally dissociated from the old space but 
capable of reinterpreting it, to reproduce 
or to deviate its forming mechanisms, to 
develop them into a more ample and coherent 
project” (Panerai et al. 2004:7).

Haussmann’s ambitious project remains the 
dominant experiential ordering factor of 
contemporary Paris, a tribute to the quality 
and depth of his thinking at his time. His 
program of networked, connected spaces, 
wide sidewalks and a series of aesthetic 
and experiential guidelines established the 
grain of Paris. Haussmann’s reaction to the 
existing structures of the city lies in stark 
contrast with le Corbusier’s rejection of 
the city. 

Haussmann suggests the negation of the city, 
an erasure of the existing in preference of 
a completely new beginning, including a new 
way of life for its inhabitants. Le Corbusier 
on the other hand, envisages a series of 
vertical freestanding multifunctional urban 
������	����
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and activity, a procession into the building 
– the city reduced to a series of monuments. 
His program of change abolishes continuity, 
spatial proximity and the differentiated 
functional status of spaces. 

Globally the city block experienced 
a metamorphosis, as the processes of 
������8�������	 ��
�����������	 ��
	 5�����	
sought to modernise existing structures 
in order to better respond to the modern 
industrial landscape that had been generated. 
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of the city, resulting in blocks that no 
longer handled transitions between scalar 
places and varying functions.

��
	 ]
�8��
��>	 ��
	 �
������
	 ���
	 ����	
structures Pretoria’s CBD has to be accepted 
as a given condition to react to.  This 
leads to an interrogation of the block itself 
as a formal typology to be investigated and 
executed differently. The destructive nature 
of Pretoria’s continuous sprawl necessitates 
a counter-action that posits the insertion 
of a new programme and form within the 
existing structures of the city. One needs 
to implement an alien program that begins 
to inform urban regeneration, as well as 
formal possibilities suggesting programmatic 
interventions. 

Figure 3.10 Nolli map of Pretoria Figure 

3.11 A���5�6���	 ���
���
������	 ��	 �����	 ����	

Figure 3.12 The interrogation to determine and alternative 
and new public/private interface. The new interface must 
relate to the exiting typology and create a new hierarchy 
as of space in the city. 
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The intention is not to analyse the city 
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to the continuity of its urban fabric. Such 
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to the city. 

 
 
 




