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PREFACE.

—.Ot——

“] HAVE always felt, that of those who wrote and spoke
most strongly against the course I had taken in South
Africa, some did so in blind reliance on party leaders, and
all from very imperfect knowledge of facts, and I felt sure
that in time, though not perhaps in my time, my country-
men here would do me the same justice as they who live
in South Africa have done me from the first.”

Thus Sir Bartle Frere wrote to a friend about a year
before his death.

To do him this justice, nothing but a plain statement of
facts is needed. That such a statement was not and could
not be made in his lifetime is due to several causes.

As regarded himself and his own treatment, he had at
once too much modesty and too much self-respect to urge
a personal grievance, And as to his policy, he could not,
as an official, publicly challenge the acts and conduct of the
governments under which he had served. Nor could he
appeal to documents which were protected as confidential,
many of which—though by no means all—are now, by
lapse of time, or by the death or leave of their authors or
their representatives, set free for publication. Members of
the House of Commons fourteen years ago were already
losing something of their ancient independence; and
whenever the two great parties were, through ignorance or
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interest, both committed to any definite policy, it was
becoming next to impossible for any private member to
obtain a hearing for the case against it.

The task, even now, of writing his life has been a very
difficult one. The events in which he took a leading part
during his official career were so momentous, so beset by
conflicting views on the part of the actors in them, and
so multifarious and diverse in their nature and locality
that an unusually protracted and laborious investigation
was required to grasp the surrounding circumstances, and
to present the facts and documents in their right order and
relation, so that they might tell their own story with but
little comment.

In transcribing letters the question arose how to deal
with the variations which occur in the spelling of Indian
and other names. The obvious course was to copy the
spelling as it stood. But for the text it was of course
expedient to adopt a uniform standard ; and on the whole
it seemed best for the sake of consistency, and in order to
prevent confusion occurring from different spellings of the
same place, to adopt a uniform standard for both letters
and text, altering the former when necessary. The one
adopted is that generally employed by Sir Bartle Frere.
But he is not always consistent ; he writes, for instance,
indifferently, Scinde and Sind, Punjaub and Punjab, Afighan
and Afghan, Muscat and Maskat. Some inconsistencies
may still have escaped notice, and especially in the case of
obscure places not traceable on the map mistakes may
have crept in. If so, the fault is mine.

I must express my sincere thanks to the many friends of
Sir Bartle Frere who have given so much time and shown
so much patience, in personal interviews and in writing, in
order to assist me, and without whose help my task would
have been an impossible one. To give a complete list of
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these names would exceed the appropriate limits of a
preface, but amongst many others, I would especially
mention the following : Sir Henry Acland, Admiral Adeane,
Mr. John Arthur and Mrs. Arthur, the late Sir George
Balfour, Sir George Birdwood, Sir Frederic Goldsmid, Sir
Henry Green, Colonel Malcolm Green, the late Sir William
Mackinnon, Sir Charles Mills, Mr. John Murray, the late
Sir Lewis Pelly, the late Sir Herbert Sandford, Sir Gordon
Sprigg, and the late Rev. George Stegmann.

To Lady Frere, Miss Catherine Frere, and Miss Georgina
Frere my best thanks are due for continual assistance
rendered during the progress of the work. With untiring
industry, the Miss Freres have devoted the ten years since
Sir Bartle’s death to collecting and arranging the records
of his life. Their systematic arrangement of his letters,
and of the other papers and documents, has alone enabled
me to grapple with a mass of material which, without such
aid, would have been too voluminous and miscellaneous to
be comprehended.

My deepest debt of gratitude of all is due to one at
whose suggestion I first undertook the task, whose clear
and delicate penmanship lightened the mechanical work,
whose encouragement and whose judgment—calmer than
my own—have helped me almost to the end, and whose
approval, could I have won it, I looked forward to as my
highest and most coveted recompense.

PARK CORNER, HECKFIELD,
December, 1894.
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