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POSITION STATEMENT ON THE 'COLOURED - INDIAN ELECTION
FOR THE TRICAMERAL PARLIAMENT.

We, representatives of the Black Majority in the form of
Civic Associations and Residents (Organizations throughout
the Rural and Urban Areas of the Transvaal, in—the _So-called

"African' Townships. He the maJorlty confined to 13% of the
land of South Africa, in the barren Bantustans,laeclarlng us

n
foreigners in the land of our birth.

NOTING:

(on

(1) That the 'Coloured' and Indian people are being asked Ak 1Y/3
to participate in elections under the New Constitution

of the White racist minority in South Africa.

7
(2) That the present government, representing whites only, éED /7&
is an illegal and an illegitimate government with no ;(f(;/ycLJ%yN‘

e i ——
authority to make a constitution for the people of
NN oo

(3) That this constitution excludes and confirms the denial

of political rights to the African majority.

(4) That such an exlusion of the African majority is part
of a wider manisfestation of the total strategy of res-

tricting Africansto the Bantustans, through pass laws,

ﬁk resettlement and suppressive state apparatus, to allow
2 "

for the emergence of this racist cbnstltutlon

(5) That thousands of our people have been brutally kllled

,/;7 wana some tortured to death others malmed by the pollce

force and army of this Apartheid Regime for rejecting

and resisting Apartheid.

(6) That many of our leaders are languishing in jail and
many others have served long (and short} sentences in

the Apartheid prisonsresisting this Apartheid Regime.

WE THEREFORE WISH ALL SOUTH AFRICANS AND THE WORLD AT LARGE
TO KNOW.

& (1) That peace cannot be realized in South Africa until all

AR

the peaple inASouth Africa are allewed to determine their
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own future after the destruction of Apartheid and the

outlawing of all its manifestation.

e ——
[1(2) That there can be no resolution of South Africa's

problems initiated by the racist Apartheid regime, and

rubber-stamped by a bunch of puppets, whether these be
in the Bantustans, or in the New Tricameral Parliament

or even in the so-called 'Black Local Authorities'

. (3) That all those who choose to participate in this so-called

-

New Constitution, like those in the Bantustans and Black
— 2

fo e {' e
Local Authorities will hence forth became enemies of the( -
';’;'\,_ e [Py w e o
Bleek Majority in the“country.

e e . w e e e aeemmwene m.—-..,...wm-——“‘

f/(a) That all those who will vote in the electiaons of this

racist constitution must be responsible for the passed
crimes of the Apartheid system against the eoppressed
majority and will also bear responsibility for future
laws of thgrApaELheid State, lawsthat will not only

oppress and exploit the African majority but their own

"Coloured" and Indian Communities.

< (5) That the implimentation of this New Constitution further
endangers peace in our country and thus all participants

in this New system will bear joint responsibility for due

consequences that are likely to ensure out of it.

FURTHERMORE WE WISH TO DECLARE

.5%(6) That Hendrickse, Rajbansis and their counterparts have

no right to claim to represent the African peaple.

§ﬂ9(7) We wish to reiterate that our true leaders are now in

prison, in exile and in democratic people's orgapizations

within the country.

FINALLY

We wish to express our confidence in our brothers and sisters
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in both the Indian and 'Coloured' communities, that having

been part of a long traditionofunity,suffering and struggling

Pl v €l MEae Hhg Y el e

together, will desert wus at this crﬁcial hour of history, but

will refuse to be co-opted into the Apartheid system.

We are therefore canfident that they will once again say;

NO TO APARTHEID, NO TO HENDRICKSE AND RAJBANSI, NO TO
COLLABORATION WITH THE ENEMY. BUT FORWARD TO AN UNFRAGMENTED

FREE AND JUST SOUTH AFRICA.
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IO ALL TRANSVAAL UDF AFFILIATES:
Please pass around within your organisation.

X Noes your organlsatxon need help w1th medta’

X Do you need information for speeches, seminars
and workshops?

X What about postczrs and leaflets for your part in the
AProgramme of Aﬂt10n’

UDF wants to assist affiliates in upgrading and sharing skills.
For this reason, TVL UDF has set up a media committee. Affiliates
are invited to:

. Send people to help the committee.
2. Make use of the committee for training in media production.

How the committee works:

The committee works with affiliates rather than doing the job for
them. In this way, skills are passed on and affiliates strengthened.

Publications and media work takes time, and there are big demands
on the media committee. So affiliates are asked to give as much
advance notice as possible,

Affiliates should try to cover costs of any media they produce.

‘What the committee offers:

1. Research & training in research

This concerns information for publications, seminars, speeches
and house meetings. Topics covered are housing, Koornhof's laws,
the constitution, conscription, and other matters relevant to UDF,

The committee helps both with research and with training people
to do research independently,

2. "On the job" training in producing media

This covers writing, design, and production of
a. A4 or A5 size leaflets and handbills
b. Newsletters.
c.. Posters: Black-and-white A3 size
Colour silkscreened posters
Printed posters
d. Banners, stickers, lecgos.

3. Printing advice

AT e R R T T T L T LT T R B B HR IR U

4. Decorations for meetings (posters and banners)
5. UDF NEWS

Suggestions and helpers from affiliates would be very welcome.

6. Advice in dealing with the commercial press

This covers the use of press statements and press conferences.
FOR MGORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
br Illlllllylllﬂﬂ UDF, Fourth Floor, Khotso House, De Villiers Street, Johannesburg, IEHNTHSINIINT

atnn e

AnnmmnnnsnaEnnRnninnninnunnninannnunnnnnnnannnnunnnE e nnunu
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A CRITICAL ANALYSIS CF THE DYNAMICS JF THE BLACK STRUGGLE
IN SCOUTH AFRTCA AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR BLACK THECLOGY

by Lebamang J. Sebidi St. Francis Xavier
Crawford, Cape Town

10th - 14th September, 1984

INTZODUCTION

The struggle or conflict that this paper is focusing on
has now entered into its three hundred and thirty secondth
year - 1652-1984. It has been a long and arduous conflict.
And far from being a merely exciting academic,head-trip,

or a fitting topic for some highfalutin, cerebral, palaver,
this protracted struggle, in all its stark reality and
immediacy, has already claimed thousands of human lives,
particularly black human lives. The sixty seven that were
left stone dead at the 1960 Sharpeville massacre (Gerhart
1979:238) were but a long distant echo of the 1921 Bulhoek
slaughter, where hundred and sixty three black Israelites
were gratuitously mowed down by the sputtering rifle and
machine power. of the South African police and the defence
force unit (Roux 1948:136-7). This struggle has always
been dead serious.

The aim of this paper is, first of all, to give a brief
historical survey of this struggle. This survey will

then serve as a kind of backdrop against which an analysis
of the nature of this three century saga will be attempted.
An analysis, any analysis, is a process of understanding.
Its goal is knowledge. But, unless one belonged to that
Greek school of philosophers, who believed in the pursuit
of knowledge for its own sake, the knowledge that accrues
to one through the process of analysis is subservient to
an evolution of practical solutions to life's problems.

Analysis is akin to diagnosis in medical practice. The
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goal of diagnosis is prescription. In political parlance,
the terms analysis and strategy are, broadly speaking, a
rendition of diagnosis and prescription. A strategy or
prescription which is not based on a sound analysis or
diagnosis is at best 'dangerous whistling in the dark'.
Analysis is important. This old Jewish proverb can hardlybe
bettered on this score:

'If you don't know where you
are going (diagnosis), any
road will take you there (strategy)'.

The paper will then attempt to show that since the early

1970s the South African problematic has heen subjected to

two conflicting kinds of analysis. It will be seen that

the dividing line between these two analytic paradigms
approximates the line that cleaves black opposition in thiscountry
into two seemingly irreconcilable ideological camps. This

is the so called RACE/CLASS debate.

This debate will then be followed by an attempt at assessing
or welghing the validity or non-validity of Black Theology

in the light of the afore-mentioned debate. Finally a personal
assessment will be made of the debate in question and of the
status of Black Theology in the maelstrom of this debate.

THE STRUGGLE: A PANORAMIC VIEW OF SOME HISTORICAL LANDMARKS

The conflict between the Natives of this country and Euro-
peans, emigrant non-Africans, may be divided into four broad
historical periods - phases of the struggle:

*The Kholsan phase

*The Tribalistic phase

*The Nationalistic phase, and
*The Black Consciousness phase,

We shall briefly look at each of these historical phases in
turn.
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THE KHOTSAN PHASE: 17th CENTURY

The term 'Khoisan' is used in recent scholarship to refer,
collectively, to the so called 'Hottentots' and 'Bushmen’'.
The pejorative overtones traditionally associated with these
latter terms are avoided by substituting 'Khoi' (or 'Khoikhoi)
for Hottentots and 'San' for Bushmen (Davenport 1977:3).

When the first permanent European settlement was put up at the
Cape in 1652, it was the Khoisan group of South Africans which
was destined to deal with this new, portentous encounter.

&is we all know, the elements of that encounter are the stock-
in-trade of every primary school history book. But what is
often not given sufficient emphasis and clarity is the fact
that in the minds and eyes of the native Khoisan, the setting
up of that Cape settlement was no more and no less than a
blatant invasion of their native land by curly-haired and blue-
eyed, white-skinned foreigners, And against this foreign in-
vasion, the Khoisan were prepared to put up a fight. They
resisted the usurpation of their land by means of at least

two recorded wars. Richard Elphick captures the core of that
Khoisan resentment and determination to fight as he writes:

'As soon as the freeburghers put

their hand to the plough the
Peninsular Khoikholi realised that

the European presence at the Cape
would be permanent and most probably
expansive. The Khoikhoi resented not
only the loss of exceptional pastures
near Table Mountain, but also the way
the new farms blocked their access to
watering areas on the Cape Peninsula'
(Elphick et al, ed. 1979:11-12).

It is a matter of no little significance that the Khcikhoi were
themselves pastoral farmers who kept cattle and sheep and who,

therefore, harboured a keen interest in the land, water and
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pasturage. The Cape settlement community and the freeburghers
also shared the selfsame interest. It is therefore the fron-
tiers of trade and agrarian expansion that quickly brought
about a bitter conflict of interests: Khoikhoi interests vs
Waite settler interests. As intimated above, contrary to
popular South African history the Khoikhol resisted: in 1659,
led by a courageous and determined man by the name of Doman,
the Khol furiously attacked the seven-year old foreign settle-
ment, destroying its food supplies, its farms, and livestock.
This was the first Khoikhoi-Dutch War. The indigenous people
were defending their land, water and pasture against.incipient
colonial expansion (Elphick et al, ed. 1979:12). The second
Khokkhoi~-Dutch War was led by the famous Gonnema and this

war was waged intermittently between 1673 and 1677 when Gonne-
ma and his followers were finally hrought to heel in the
obviously unequal conflict.

From this time onwards both the Khoi and the San were gradually,
but inexorably incorporated into white society as farmhands,
herders and kitchen servants., By the middle of the 1800s,

these fascinating people, who lived so close to 'Mother Nature',
were completely defeated and subjected to white rule(Davenport

1977:26).

There are two points that one would wish to make here, namely,
that the Khoisan did not willingly submit to their systematic
incorporation into foreign, white rule; and that the Khoisan
economic base - land and cattle - was the bone of contention
between these indigenous people and the white foreigners, right
from the onset.

This then was the 17th century phase of the hlack struggle
for the land, water, and pasturage. The scene of the struggle
was mainly in the North-Western Cape.
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THE TRIBALISTIC PHASE: 18th CENTURY AND EARLY 19th CENTURY

The dramatic events of the second phase of the black struggle
were enacted mainly in the eastern frontier. The protagonists
in the conflict, this time round, were the so called Bantu
and the eastern vanguard of the white settler community in

the Cape. The earliest recorded skirmish hetween Bantu and
Boer was in 1702 - exactly a century and a half after the
arrival of the Dromedaries, Reiger and Goodehope at the Cape
in 1652 (MacMillan 1963:25).

It is this longish time-span hetween the arrival of white

foreigners at the Cape (1652) and their firsy contact with
the indigenous Bantu (1702) which has provided a basis for
the popularisation of the thesis that :

'ese.the Bantu-speakers arrived as immi-
grants on the highveld of the trans-Vaal

at about the same time as the white men
first settled in Table Bay' (Davenport 1977:

5).

But recent scholarship is diametrically opposed to this thesis.
Radio-carbon dating, for instance, bears testimony to the

fact that there were negroid iron age settlements in the trans-
Vaal as early as the fitth century AD (Davenport 1977: 5). And
if this is true, it means that the Bantu have a head-start of
centuries in their occupancy and possession of this southern

tip of Africa, relative to white occupancy and arrival. And

as regards that .particular region called the Cape, the historian,
MacMillan, has this to say:

'Undoubtedly the tribes were in effective
occupation down to the Fish River long
hefore the Europeans. Williams, of the
L.M.S, the first missionary to the 'kaffirs?',

took up residence at the '"great place'" of
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the paramount chief, Gaika, in 1816.

The "great place" of a chief is not

an outpost, and Williams' grave remains

to show that Gaika was within three miles

of the later Fort Beaufort, very near the
Fish River. Even the outposts still further
west in the Zuurveld must have been fairly
strongly held' (MacMillan 1963: 25).

The Bantu were here long before the turn of the 17th century. Now,
as in the case of the Khei, the Bantu were pastoralists, with a
keen interest in caltle and sheep. But over and above this, they
were almost like the Boers in that they tilled the soil and were,
therefore, less nomadic than the Khoi and San. It is these charac-
teristics of their economy - pastoral and agricultural - that were
destined to initiate and fan some of the fiercest conflicts between
Bantu and Boer on the eastern frontier, starting from the latter
part of the 18th century.

The eight or so wars that characterised this second phase of the
struggle came down in liheral history as the 'Kaffir Wars'. The
first of these was in 1779 and the last in 1879 -~ a_hundred vears
war between several clans of the black vanguard, Xhosas, in the

eastern Cape, ancestors of a Mandela, Biko, Pityana and an Ntwasa,
on the one hand, and the white settler communities, on the other
hand. More often than not when there is talk about this period,
the impression is given that the basic reason for this hundred
year conflict was the fact that the Xhosas were bellicose savages,
filled with lust for colonial cattle and an irrational desire

to spill white Christian blood with thelr metal assegals, - in
short, an inevitable clash of two cultures, one superior and
civilised, the other inferior and barbaric., The historian, C.W.
de Kiewiet, provides us with a different version of this ferocious

saga:

'For the most part the wars were not caused by

the inborn quarrelsomeness of savage and war-
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like tribes, but by the keen competition

of two groups, with very similar agricul-
turaland pastaral habits, for the possession
of the most fertile and best-watered stretches
of land' (de Kiewiet 1957: 74).

Again as was the case in the first phase, in this second phase,
the land was ilndisputably the issue. The indigenous people
were dispossessed, sometimes by violent force of arms, at other
tines, by sheer 'mon-violent' chicanery. Either way, the bone
of contention was the land., Says de Kiewiet:

'Land was bought with harness, guns, and
cases of hrandy. It was acquired by the
process of turning a permission to graze
into the right to occupy' (de Kiewiet 1957: 75).

These sordid deals were made possible because of the Natives!
different philosophy or understanding of ownership. In the
white settlers' minds, ownership was more important and more
decisive than 'use'; whereas for the African Native it was
'use' that formed the hasis of their relationship towards their
communally-owned land.

'The notion that a signature or the gift

of a spavined horse gave a white man the
right to hold land to the exclusion of all
others was foreign to the native mind. Even
more foreign was the notion that land where
all men's heasts had grazed without let could
be reserved for the herds of a single indivi-
dual' (de Kiewiet 1957: 75).

However, be that as it may, the dispossession of the people's
land and livestock went on unabated., The 1878 routing of

the British forces by King Cetshwayo's Zulu army at Isand-
hlwana and the 1906 Bambata Rehellion were but late 19th and

early 20th century echoes, in the interior of the land, of
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the tumultuous hundred years war in the Cape eastern frontier.

The Sand River Convention (1852) and the Bloemfontein Convention
(1854) recognised and ratified the sovereignty of the Boers

both in the Transvaal and Orange Free State. This meant that
the Boers in these newly 'established' Republics would deal

with their 'kaffirs' in the way they saw fit. So could the
English in the Cape and Natal. All what this meant was that by
the turn of the 20th century there was relatively little inde-
pendence left among the indigenous people of this country. Their
socio-political structures and their economic base had been
overrun by the ruthless and insatiable white settlers' hunger
for land and labour.

'In the land in which they (Natives) lived

the free resources of soil, water, and grass

had been expropriated or diminished. These
resources represented the capital upon which
tribal life had been based. Without these
resources of soil, water and grass the natives
were obliged to do labour for those who now
controlled them. Acquisition of land by Euro-
peans was quite frequently a method of annexing
labour as wall. Since the earliest days it was
frequent practice for farmers to buy land, not
for the land's own sake, but in order to command
the labour of the natives upon it. It was a pro-
cess that deliberately extinguished native
property in the land and their security of tenure
upon it, so that they were helpless hefore the
porer that private ownership conferred on the
whites' (de Kiewiet 1957: 82).

The land had peen foundational to the lives of the indigenous
people. When they lost the land, they lost their independence

and the ability to shape and determine their destiny.

The Natives lost the land, but not without struggling valiantly
to keep it.
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This is what we would refer to as the Tribalistic phase of

the struggle. It was characterised by the individual African
tribes struggling to hold onto their land; each tribe labouring
under the illusion that it could win that struggle on an indivi-
dual, tribal basis. The beginning of the 20th century saw almost
every tribe or clan in South Africa virtually incorporated into
the socio-political and economic system of the white settlers.
The conquest was all but complete at the turn of the present
century.

THE NATIONALISTIC PHASE: END OF THE 19th CENTURY- BEGINNING 20th

By the mid-19th century the delineation of South Africa into the
four provinces was already a de facto reality: the two Boer
Republics in the North, Natal and the Cape. ZEach of these provi-
nces dealt with its 'native problem' in the way it saw fit. The
Natives, in turn, generally responded to this provincial hamdling
severally and fragmentally, in a haphazard, un-coordinated manner.
Individual, small tribes still helieved in 'bargaining' with

the white conquerers in the hope of getting a better deal for
their individual communities. It i1s for this reason that very
often when there was a military clash hetween a given tribe

or clan and the white settler commandos, the latter invariahly
found it quite easy to enlist the help of the 'good, loyal'
Natives against the recalcitrant 'black rebels'. This is

exactly what happened in the 1906 Bambata resistance: not only
the Native police (Nongai), but also Native 'soldiers' recruiged
from 'loyal tribes' made it extremely difficult for Bambata amd
his courageous followers to mount an effective resistance (Roux

1948: 95).

This fragmented response to white settler encroachment was a
characteristic feature of both the first and second phases

of the struggle for the land.

The tail-end of the 1800s and the beginning of the 1900s in
South Africa were clearly marked by the defiant stand of the
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two Northern Boer Republics - the Transvaal and Orange Free
State - against any imperial interference in their affairs

and attempts at annexation to the two Southern British Colonies,
Natal and the Cape. At this stage South Africa's 'native policy'
was in a fragmented state. For instance, the Cape Colony during
this period operated a non-racial, qualified franchise, property
and education being the only qualificatory factbrs. It is on
record that by the 1880s there were well over 12,000 Africans

on the common voters roll in the Cape, having considerable
influence in at least five constituencies in the eastern Cape.
In 1386 they made up 47% of the electorate in these five consti
tuencies (Walshe 1973: 5). This so called 'Cape tradition!

came to be idealised by many African leaders as a system which
offered '...a new method of political adjustment, an alternatiwe
to the wars of resistance' (Walshe 1973: 5). This idealisation
of the Cape liheral tradition was made to look even more attrac-
tive by what was at the time obtaining in Natal and the two

Boer Republics -~ up North.

Natal had evolved its own brand of native policy. Despite
Natal's non-racial constitution, less than a dozen Africans
appeared on the common voters roll. Clever administrative
devices insured that this was so (Walshe 1973: 6).

In the independent Republics of the Transvaal and Orange Free
State their constitutional stand was simple and straightforward:
there was to be no equality between Bantu and Boer, both in
church and state. The extension of the franchise to the Bantu
in this two Republics was a matter that could never he contempa-
ted.

Thus both Natal and the two Boer Republics offerea an unattrac-
tive alternative to the slightly lenient and partially open
Cape liberal tradition. The extension of this tradition to the
rest of the country hecame the raison d'etre of the hlack
struggles of this period and after.

This was the cry of the Transvall Native Congress (TNC) founded
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in 1905. Comparable organisations in the Orange Free State am
Natal also hankered after the Cape tradition., The African People's
Organisation (APO) established in 1902 in the Cape aimed at fighting
for the maintenance of the much valued Cape liberal tradition
(Denoon 1982: 110).

It is in this context of the idealisation of the Cape liheral tra-
diton that one can understand why the bulk of the indigenous people
of tais country had their sympathies, and often, active support, on
the side of the British imperial armies in the 1899-1902 Anglo-Boer
War. As T.R.H. Davenport so aptly notes, this was a white man's
war, & war between whites '...fough to determine which white autho-
rity held real power in South Africa' (Davenport 1977: 1i44). But
the Natives, no doubt naively, had come to believe in and rely

on '...the sense of commnon justice and love of freedom so innate in
the British character' (Walshe 1982: 38;. And so, in this senae,
British victory over the Boers would represent, in the eyes aand
minds of the Bantu, the extension of the Cape liberal tradition,
which was the only non-violent and constitutional way to the total
incorporation of every South African in a unified socio-political
and economic structure of their fatherland.

In this context, the Treaty of Vereeniging, which was signed by
Boer and Briton in 1902 came as a world-shattering disillusion-
ment to the Africans. In the incisive words of de Kiewiet:
'Downing Street had surrendered to the frontier' (de Kiewiet 1957
144). Native policy and political unity of the four provinces
were the two issues that clamoured for immediate attention at the
Vereeniging peace treaty. Britain, for fear of fragmenting white
unity, left the decision on the enfranchisement of the Natives in
the hands of those who thought the very notion of native enfranche

sement anathema.

For Britain to have insisted 'upon a higher

place for the natives was to offend the white
comnunities, especially Natal and the Republics,
in their deepest coavictions. Humanity and literty

became opposites which for long years had paralysed
action' (de Kiewiet 1957: 143).
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It was the British failure to uphold and defend the well-appre-
ciated Cape liceral tradition, the non-racial albeit qualified
franchise, which prompted African leaders, in the four provinces,
into realising that 'white unity' had to be met with 'supra-triba
African unity'. This crucial awakening was long in coming.

As it is now known, the 1902 Vereeniging peace treaty was but

a prelude to the 1910 exclusive white union of South Africa.

The impending white union gave rise to the Native Convention,
which met in Bloemfontein in 1909 to discuss the burning problems
spawned by the exclusion of Blacks from the union talks. Writes

Tdward Roux:

'This was the first occasion on which poli-
tically minded Africans came together from all
corners of South Africa to discuss common
problems. To this meeting came Walter Rubu-
sana from the Cape, John Dube from Natal, M.
Masisi aand J. Makgothi from the Orange Free
State. In addition, were delegates from the
Transvaal and from Bechuanaland' (Roux 1948:
108-9).

The amild and sycophantic requests that were issued by this
1909 Native Convention were hardly heeded by the British Crown
or the architects of the union. The white union of South Africa

a constitutional reality in 1910,

It was only at the end of 1911 that a more permanent form of
African political opposition to the union began to take shape.
One of the moving spirits behind this historic move was one Pixley
ka Izaka Seme. On October 24th, 1511, Pixley made this impassion-
ed plea:

'"The demon of racialism, the aberrations of
Xhosa-Fingo feud, the animosity that exists
between the Zulus and the Tongas, between the

Basuto and every other Native must be buried

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



-13-

and forgotten...We are one people. These
divisions, these jealousies, are the cause
of all our woes and of all our backwardness
and ignorance today' (Roux 1948: 110).

Pixley advocated the immediate fromation of a South African
Native Congress and suggested an agenda for an inaugural meeting.
So on 8th January, 1912, several delegates assembled in Bloemfon-
tein. This was considered by many as the triumph of supra-tri-
balism and the birth of a South African black Nationalism.

The executive of this all important Congress consisted of eleven
members, who clearly represented the ideals of the elite of the
African people. Of the eleven, four were ministers of religion,
three were lawyers, one, Solomon Plaaitje, was a newspaper editor,
whilst Makgatho and Pelem were teachers and Mapikela a building
contractor (Walshe 1982: 36). It was therefore not surprising
that the general characteristic of this first group of leaders
was political moderation. The fact that the newly formed Union
Government was invited hy the conveners of this first permanent
African National Congress to send its representative to open

the inaugural meeting of Congress, is sufficient indication of
Congress' political moderation and unwillingness to unnecessarily
anger the powers that ruled over the cuuntry (Denoon 1982: 110).

The leaders and delegates of this Bloemfontein Conference were
anything but hot-headed trade unionists or fire-eating political
radicals. ‘lheir demands were simple and straightforward. 1In
his key-note address to the Conference, Pixley ka Izaka Sexme
intoned:

'The white people of this country have formed
what i1s known as the union of South Africa -

a union in which we have no woice in the
making of laws and no part in their admini-
stration. We have called you therefore to this
Conference so that we can together device ways
and means of forming one national union for the

purpose of creating naticnal unity and defending our
rights and privileges' (Walshe 1982: 34).

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



-14-

fobilisation at a national level, creating a supra-tribal organi-
sation, was obviously a means towards the attainment of what they
considered to be their 'constitutional rights' - that is, 'equat
ity of opportunity within the economic life and political insti-
tutions of the wider society' (Walshe 1982: 34). The ideal was
always the Cape qualified but non-racial franchise, which they
had so fervently hoped that at the end of the Anglo-Boer War,
would be extended throughout South Africa as the foundation for
the creation of a just and harmonious South African polity.

In contrast, therefore, to the first two phases of the struggle,
where arrows, spears, assegals and shields were used in an extra-
constitutional or extra-parliamentary effort to win bhack the lard
- this third phase tended to concentrate on non-military strate-
gles and tactics in an attempt to win 'constitutional rights’'.
This 1s, obviously, a crucial distinction. Peter Walshe seems

to confirm this shift in strategies, tactics and principles, when

ne writes:

'In his letter accepting the presidency, Dube

(the Rev. John Dube, first ANC presiuient,
elected in absentia) set out to clarify the
Objectives of Congress and hlis own nopes.

The eighth of January (1912) had been a day

heralding the rennaissance of the Native

races. Although the first-horn sons of Africa,
they we.e now the last-born children and citi-
zens of the glorious British Empire. 1In the
excitement of this awakening to political

life, the emphasis was nevertheless to be on pru-
dence, restraint, and dutiful respect for the rulers

God had placed over them. The motto, he suggested,

was festina lente (Walshe 1982: 37).

Thus the period between 1912 and 1960 was, on the whole, marked
by the sometimes powerful, at other tines intermittent and
hesitant activities of the ANC. We used the gualificatory phrase
'on the whole' because in 1919 another powerful African organisa-

tion called the Industrial and Commercial YWorkers Union (ICU),
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led by men like Clements Kadalie and George Champion, emerged
to share the stecge with the ANC, But by the end of the 1920s,
ICU was a spent force.

The period between 1912 and 1960 would not come to a close before
a very significant split between the ANC and the Pan-Africanists

within Congress became a formal reality. The Pan-African Congre-
ss (PAC), led by stalwarts like Robert Sohukwe, Potlako Leballo,

and Peter Raboroko, was formed in 1959. Many people helieve

that the formation, in 1943, of the Congress Youth League, fore-

shadowed tnis 1959 split.

Three tnings stand out clearly in this third phase of the struggle:

* Africans made a valiant attempt to
struggle as a 'Nation' instead of
on the basis of trihal or clannish
fragmentation.

* These first South African Nationalists
operated within the parameters of a
completely conquered and sispossessed
people. At this stage, conquest and
dispossession were a fait accompli.
Hence their integrationist demands.

The overthrow of the State was furthest
from their minds and hearts. They merely
pleaded for the end to thelr collective
exclusion from the system., Their
perspective on the land had shifted
cousiderably compared to what it was in
the two previous phases: the Kholsan and
the Tribalistic.

* For almost half a century the ANC refused
to let the flickering flames of the hlack
struggle to die. At the end of the '&0s,
this sensitive torch was handed over to
younger hands.
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THE BLACK CONSCIQUSNESS PHASE: END OF THE '60s ONWARDS

Ideologically this fourth phase - the Black Consciousness phase

of the struggle - represents an almost total break with white
liberal tutelage. The classic definition of B.C. as 'an attitude
of mind, a way of life', puts this mowement at the philosophic

and introspective level (Lodge 1983: 322). It was a hefty attempt
at severing what one may call, for lack of a better term, the
'psychological umbilical cord' that held the hlack man tied to the
slow-moving liberal bénd-wagon. The black man was to be on ais own
because, the B.C. ideologues reasoned, the black struggle for genui-
ne liberation could only be waged on the basis of black unity, blax
solidarity.

The Black Consciousness philosophy made itself felt through organi-
sations like SASO, BPC and many others. For instance, the BPC
constitution declared that membership of BP€ 'shall be open to
blacks only'. It continued to say 'unless inconsistent with the
context, "black'" shall be interpreted as meaning Africans, Indians
and Coloureds' (van der Merwe et al ed. 1978: 92). Here was a
clear rejection of the integrationist and multi-racialist approach
adopted by the ANC in the 48 years of its struggle for bklack
freedom. This shift was no doubt significant. But it remains to
be seen whether it was a shift at the level of principles (ideology)
or merely at the level of strategies and tactics.

It is about tiase we brought this sketchy but necessary historical

overview to a close, and went on to the analysis of that enormous

political terrain.

THE ANATCOMY OF RIVAL VISIONS

That there is a struggle, a conflict, ian South Africa, nooody can
deny. The existence of this conflict has been amply evidenced by
what we have, perhaps artificially, referred to as tie four phases
of the black strug.le in this country. Conflict, red-hot and acri-
monious, exists in this country and stares every South African in

the face. The controversy is rather acout how one can hest charac-
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terise and analyse the exact nature of this conflict. And it is

important to realise that this controversy is not spawned by South
Africans' puerile and inane desire to indulge in .aere academic pa-
laver or logic chopping. No, South Africans are engaged in this
debate because they suddenly realise that there must be something
disastrously wrong for a people to struggle along for well over
three hunired years and yet have very little to show by way of
tangible and lasting results at the end of tnat gruesoume period.
There must be something very ineffectual with regard to the way
they go about the struggle, their chosen strategies and tactics,
and, perhaps, this lack of effectiveness may be due to poor, care-
less and inaccurate analysis of their prohlem. Strategies and tac-
tics, it must be remembered, are derivatiees. Good, effective
strategies, like guod, effective medical prescriptions, are thuse
which are based on painstaking and accurate social analysis, diagno-

sis, in medical parlance.

This controversy about how best one can understand the root-causes
of the South African socio-political problems, analyse them and
gain deeper insights into the present situation, and thereby be in
a position to evolve correct and effective strategies for change
in South Africa's Apartheid society, gained particular ascendancy
in the beginaing of the 1970s, probably occasioned by the publica-
tion of the Oxford History of South Africa in 1971, which epitomised
the liberal interpretation and analysis of South African society.
The attack on the liberal interpretation of Soutn African history
came fast and furious. For instance, Harrison M. Wright says
that:

'*In 1972 alone four influential reviews (of

tne Oxford History of South Africa’ by four

South African historians living abroad - Martin
Legassick, Shula Marks, Stanley Trapido, and

Anthony Atuore - directly challenged the assumptions,
the interpretations, and the social value of the
liberal historians' (Wright 1977: 18).
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Indeed, ever siuace that tiiuie the two opposing kinds of socio-
political analysis, which can be roughly termed the Liberal
and the Radical paradigms, have openly fought 1t out in the
country's debating arenas. And as it was stated earlier on
in this paper, this controversy between these two paradigms
split black opposition into two seemingly irreconcilable and
mutually exclusive camps. The now well known obstreperous
RACE-CLASS debate had begun in earnest. Furious and unremi-

tting, it was.

There were those who were fully persuaded that 'race' provided
them with an adequate explanatory key to the understanding of
the peculiarities inherent in the South African scene, while
others rejected this approach and opted, just as strongly, for
the adoption of a 'class' analysis of the South African situa-
tion. The basic problem, the class-analysts intoned, was not
so much who should sit on the 'park benches!', but who should
enjoy the largest share of the 'goodies'. The controversy, as
we xnow, often presented its participants with an EITHER/OR,
clear-cut dichotomy between these two opposing views, with

the protagonists on each side refusing to accept even the
slightest possibility of a tertium quid.

THE TWC PARADIGMS TV STILHCUETTE

In this section we shall give a general outline of each of the
two paradigms and see how the insights yielded by each position
would apply to vur so called four phases of the black struggle.
This is crucial obcvcause a good paradigm ought to be always open
to empirical correctiun.

THE RACE-ANALYSTS' PCSITION

What do the race-analysts say in general? For them the basic
ingredient in the South African three hundred year conflict is
'race'. The primacy of racizl ideology or politico-racial factors,
they say, should be obvious to any unbiased analyst of the South
African prohlematic, This is their point of departure. And it

is this which leaus them to reject what they term the non-racial
myth of proletarian unity between South Africa's black workers
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ana white workers. The basic polarisation is not between 'classes'
but bhetween groups that are segmented on the basis of pigmentation.
Pigmentocracy, therefore, is the name of the South African game.
The whole wide world xnows that. Interests are polarised on the
basis of race, not class or economics. It is for this reason

that the high-priest and architect of racism im South Africa,

Dr. H.F. Verwoerd, could feelingly argue that he would rather
remain white and poor, than rich and mixed (Botha 1967: 111).

The proponents of the race-analysis approach point to such
sentiments as velng affirmations of the primacy of 'race' in

South Africa's social formation. For them 'race' is the un-
mistakable criterion of differeatial incorporation into the South
African social system. And it i1s this differential iacorporation
which determines what size of the economic cake one is entitled

to; it is not the gize of the economic cake tnat determines the
nature of this incorporation; otherwise financial heavy-weights
like our own E.T. Tshahalala, Habakuk Tsikwane, Sam Motsuenyane,
etc., would be enjoying full franchise and parliamentary rights

on the same par with South Africa's while oligarcay. They do not.
The South African situation, tuerefore, seems to iadicate that

it is ratner the ideology of 'class consclousness' - and not that
of 'race-consciousness' -~ which is false, erroneous, twisted
consciousness, an inverted image of the South African reality.

Race 1is still a valid analytical concept to use for the unders-
taading of South Africa's core proolems, this approach argues.

The protagonists of the race-analysis approach do not see aow

the struggle of the people, at least at this stage, could he
anything but a nationalistic struggle. They point to the obvious
fact that in tnis country the so called 'non-whites' are oppressed,

excluded, discriminated against as a black nation, aand not as a

class. And, t.erefore, the proper response to this hlatant and
obvious national oppression, is soame form of 'natiunalism', - not

Classigm. Nationalism at this present stage is still the only
rallying cry which has the potential to rouse the oppressed African
masses to join the struggle and substitute genuine democracy ior

an oppressive pigmentocracy.

Anotiner point, the situation in South Africa has an unmistaxable
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colonial character. Soume would like to describe it as 'iaternal
colonialism'. However, this designation does not alter the hasic
picture. The basic picture is colonial: a white settler coumunity
lording it over a black indigenous community. Colonialism is by
definition collective exploitation and oppression of a whole people
- not classes of people. Colonialism is not the selective exploi-

tation and oppression of certain strata of people, but that of the
indigenous people as a totality. Such an oppression gives rise,
not to a class consciousness, but to a national or race conscious-

ness. Thus national oppression not only transcend class, but it
also turns it into an irrelevant, strategically weak, variable in
the people's struggle.

Curs 1s therefore a fundamentally Black versus White struggle, the
race-analysts argue., The 1922 Rand miners' strike, is regarded,
witain tils paradigm, as a classic example of lack of 'natural’
homogeneity betwecen the interests of white workers and those of
black workers. In this 1922 strike white workers unequivocally
percelved their interests as being antagonistic to the interests

of black workers. White labour and white capital would finally

forge a perfect alliance against the subordinated black workers.

The predominant factor here was not the so called 'objective material
conditions' or 'one's relationship to the forces of production', but

the ideological force of racism.

It is this failure of working class solidarity hetween members of
different races which is regarded by race-analysts as heing decisive
in their decision to carry on the struggle solely on the basis of
black solidarity. There is no other realistic formula for change

in South Africa, they argue.

The following words are an inference drawn from the above analysis:

'What hlacks are doing is merely to respund

to a situation in which they find themselves

the objects of white racisam...We are collectdvely
segregated against - what can be more logical than
for us to respond as a group? When workers come
together under the auspices of a trade union to
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strive for the betterment of their condi-

tions, nobody expresses surprise in the

Western world. It is the done thing. Nobody
accuses them uf separatist tendencies. Teacheres
fight their batiles, garbage men do the same, nohody
acts as a trustee for another. Somehow, however,
when blacks want to do their thing the literal
establishment seems to detect an anomaly...

The liberals understand that the days of the
Nohle Savage are gone; that hlacks do not need

a go-between in this struggle for their own
emancipation' (Gerhartl979: 266-7).

Let tne Blacks do their thing, on an exclusively black vantage
point. This 1s the clarion cry of this camp.

THE CLASS-ANALYSTS' PCSITION

Class-analysts inveigh against what they see as the superficiality
of the race-analysis of the South African situation. They feel
that race-analysis arbitrarily isolates the South African strug_le
not only from struggles against world capitalist exploitation, hut
also from liberating currents that have been a long standing
feature along the borders of this country. To de-internationalise
the struggle in South Africa 1s to cling to a truncated, ayopic
view of that struggle. It is to be inexcusably unrealistic about
the people's struggle.

South Africa, they argue, is part of the oppressive and egploi-
tative capitalist world. This conntry is not peripheral to
Reaganomics., It is part of the heart-heat of this monster. Reagan's
'constructive engagement' approach and the heavy presence of inter-
national corporations, IBM, Siemens, Mobil, etc., in our econoay,
is sufficient evidence of the fact that the profile of the real
enemy is much broader than that which is suggested within the
race-analysis purview. And if the real enemy is broader, perhaps,
by the same token, the victims' profile should be broadened to
include people who are, prima facie, excluded in the narrow profile
provided by the race-analysis picture.
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Race-analysts are reminded, over and over agaln, that the
international subsidiaries overating in this country are part
and parcel of the oppressive and exploitative machinery that
grind workers, regardless of their colour, for what the workers
can produce to feed the already over fed arfluent, capitalist
minority. ©Now, to employ colour or race as a primary criterion
in a libheratory struggle is to, automatically, alienate black
South Africans, many of whom are workers, from the rest of the
worker world. Given the existential set-up in South Africa
today, it would be naive in the extreme to imagine tunat the
struggle could he successfully waged internally without a massive
dose 0f external cooperation from the non-hlack workers of the
world. Tnis 1s not merely to reject the criterion of 'race' for
tae sake 0f an ephemeral, passing theory, but it is an attempt
to put aside the superficiality of a political-racial analysis
in favour of an approach that ferrets out the causal-rootage

of the South African conflict.

Racism, they say, lacks an independent explanatory power of
analysis. Racial prejudice is either inborn or acquired. If

it is inporn or innate, then there is very little that one can

do about it. Such inborn-ness of racism would certainly call for
acquiescence, not militant involvement on the part of the victims.
But the very history of South Africa furnishes us with ample
evidence that racism is not an innate factor in wan: the origin
of the so called 'Cape Coloured', the de-classification of, first,
the Japanese, and now Chinese, tne existence of legislation to
pronibit 'mixed' sexual relations and marriages, etc., etc. All
these phenomena point to the fact that there is nothing inherent
in man which naturally orients him antipathetically to members

of other races who manifest different skin-coloration. Racism is
not innate. Thanks God this is so, because if it were lnnate, it
would never be eradicated!

So racisnm does exist. But it exists as a social, not natural,
construct. It i1s a socially acquired habit, the source or
origin of which is something other than itself. White people do
not discriminate against black people simply because, innately,
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they do not like 'blackness' in colour. Such a theory would
easily break down in the face of the numerous experiences such
as those at Sun City, Swaziland Spa, Lesotho Hilton, etc. Racism

- > . —_——
i1s an acguired habit, and because it is acquired, it can be

e
de-learned through force of circmmstances. Radical analysis

often locates these circumstances in the 'competition-for-scarce-

resources'. This is the pulse-beat of the South African conflict:
economic interests. Racism i1s, therefore, a fuaction of capita-
list exploitation and serves to legitimate the status of those
vho own the means of production and the position of their
functionariesg, As such 'race®* is not a peculiarly South African
problem. B

South African Blacks are oppressed not :rimarily hecause they
show a different skin-colour, but because, basically, their
economic intereéggﬁéré‘éﬂiithetical to those who are the economi-
cally dominaut class. So whilst the conflict manifests itself

in forms that are racial, its origin is decidedly non-racial.

Its origin is a collective attempt to protect group-interests:é‘ﬁc Coye oot

the land, water, pasture, and later the mines, manufacturing

industry and commerce. It is, therefore, not race-relations
that one should study and focus on, but class-relations. In
short, the 'face' of the problem is racial, but its essence is

non-racial. Genovese summned it up neatly:

., '"e.o.race relations are at bottom a class
/ question into which the race question

" intruces - and giveé it a special force
/) and form, but does not constitute its

AN

essence' ( : 8).

To assess the explanatory power of race as a tool of social
analysis, it might help to look at the treatment of Whites
by other Whites in other countries, e.g. the Jews in Nazi
Germany. It was not the colour of their skin, the shape of
their noses, the texture of their hair that was the central
motive hehind the inhuman treatment meted out to them, -but
the position the Jews held in Germany's economy at the time.
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For the class-analysis approach racial conflicts are simply
epiphenomena of much deeper conflicts - class conflicts.

And classes are by definition determined by their relationship
to the means of production., Economic - not racial - criteria
are used in this analytic approach. The basic, structural
nolarisation is not between Black and White, but that hetween
Labour and Capital. It is this latter polarisation that has

international repercussions or implications: workers are
workers, everywhere. Capitalists are capitalists, everywhere.
Their colour or race is peripheral and incidental to these
pivotal categories, 'Labour' and 'Capital'. This stand, class-
analysts argue, i1s both theoretically and pragmatically correct.
It is a stand fraught with ideclogical, strategic and tactical
implications for the struggle of the oppressed masses in this
country.

According to this analysis, a nationalist liheration movement,
which is easily countenanced by a race-analysis approach, is by
cefinition a bourgeois movement. It is bourgeois bécause, as
in the South African case, every black man, simply hy reason of
his blackness would belong to the movement, regardless of his
class position. The fact that he way bhe a rabid, exploitative
capitalist would not seriously affect nis participation in the
national liberation movement. It is rather the wrong kind of
colour or race that would throw one right out of the liberation
rovement, For instance, in a national likeration movement an
E.T. Tshabalala and a Joseph Mavi can march cheek by jowl, shoulder
to shoulder, coumpletely oblivious of their deeply polarised
interests. Such a movement cannot but be bourgeois, - and souwe-

how reactionary.

It is this sort of reductio ad absurdum which clearly shows the
inadequacies and oversimplifications of the race-analysis approach.

Thus whilst class-analysts would not be averse towards 'working
together with progressive whites in the liberation struggle',
the race-analysts would be wary of 'collaboration with whites -

whether progressive or reactionary'. By reason of the racial
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category to which they belong, they are basically part of
the 'problem', and not 'solution', in this country.

The two paradigms are painfully at daggers drawn.
WYhat then would be the respective views of these paradigms

vis-a=-vis Black Theology?

BLACK_THZOLOGY IN SKEARCH OF A BASE

It is perhaps about time we saw how Black Theology, that
wave-raising pnenomenon of the late '60s and early '70s,
relates to our two conflicting paradigms: race and class

analyses.

Now, since the concept of Black Theology has fouad entry into
so many books and documents, the world over, our discussion

of it will he very brief., In fact, our primary interest here
is simply to map out the relationship Black Theology might have
with the two warring analyses sketched above.

Let us statt the discussion with a citation from one of the
unpublished articles by James H. Cone, who is easily one of
the ioremost proponents of Black Theology. In one of his most
blistering attacks against people who challenged the validity
and Charistian status of Black Theology, Cone had this to say:

'(They say) Theology is colourless! Such
judgements are typical of those who have

not experienced the concreteness of human
sufrfering expressed through colour, or whose
own comfort has so loag accepted a theology
which is colourless only if one is talking
about 'white' as the ahsence of colour.

To ignore Black Theology is the easy way
out...But what is more interesting, though

not surprising, is the wnite response that
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theology does not come in colours. They

who are responsible for colour being the
vehicle of dehumanisation are now telling

us that theology is raceless, that it is
"universal'" (international). This seems a

a bit late after nearly 400 years of silence

on this issue. Black Theologians wonder why

we did not hear the same word when people were
being enslaved in the name of God and democracy
precisely on the hasis of colour? We wonder
where were these colourless theologians when
people were being lynched because of the colour
of their skin?...to criticise the theology of
the victims because it centres on that aspect
that best defines the limits of their existence
seems to miss the point entirely' (Unpublisaed
article).

There seems to be no doubt that central to the conceras of Black
Theology stands the category of 'blackness'. This type of theology
has taken up the role of uncovering, in a systematic way, the
structures and forms of the black experience. In short, it aims

at investigating anew 'the problem of the color-line' (Cone 1975:
16). Black Theology hates to trifle with the social phenomenon

oOf colour., It taxes colour seriously because it regards colour

as veing tragically co-terminous with the LCO years of slavery

in the Deep South and the 380 years of hlatant discrimination in
this southern tip of Africa. In these regions, 'blackness' connotes
wan-imposed suffering. This category of 'blackness' needs to be
put in theological perspective and expressed in God-oriented terms.
The beginning and end of this exercise is the beginning and end of
Black Theology.

This is in essence the theology of klack victims, whose faces
have been grouad to the dust by a specific group of victimisers,

fair-skinned victimisers.

Such a theology finds its natural home or base in an analytic
approach which diagnoses South Africa's problems as being first
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ana foremost 'racism'. Within the race-analysis paradigm, therefore,
Black Theology is merely a systematic religious manifestation of
a state of oppression experienced primarily in racial, colour
terms. 'Blackness' is the vehicle through which this oppeession
comes through. Liberation or salvation, outside this specific
category of 'hlackness' becomes an ohscene irrelevancy. Black
Theolozy 1is a theology of liberation from this specific category
of suffering. To introduce 'class' into this process of liberation,
is to intrude dilatory dynamics that would hamper the natural
momenntum of the national liheration movement. This would have
the effect. of diluting the struggle to a coasiderable degree.

The fad of class-ism divides the real opposition in this country
and dampens tne militancy of the oppressed masses. Therefore, in
our situation of racial oppeession, it is argued, a theolcgy that
concerns itself with class oppression will be to that extent °
chasing after a chimera, at worst, or a marginal issue, at best.
Such a theology would be anaemic for lack of a natural source or

1
base. 1
1

In short, race-analysts are the natural proponeants of Black Theology.
For thea, if the reasons that jave rise to black theologising in the
late '60s and early '70s were valid and impelling, the situation
today has not changed one iota. Blacks, not as individuals, but
collectively, are still catching hell from a specifically white
system tnat is systematically rigged against them., This is some-
thing that cannot ve easily overlooked and forgotten by the average
black man in this countpy. The struggle of the races is still on, -~
and, 1f the recent hair-raising and mind-boggling events in the
Vaal triangle are anything to go by, this stiruggle is not about

to zrind to a halt.

Black Theology is the religious manifestation of this conflict. .“J//

Class-analysts turn round to reject Black Theology as a theclogy
which is based, not only on a superficial, hut also errcneous
reading of the South African situation. Whilst colour in South
Africa, they argue, enjoys high visibility and biting pervasiveness,

it must be read not as the cause but as the effect of a much deeper
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structural malady in society. Therefore, to base one's theologising
on an epiphenomenon of a social sickness is to run the risk of
meing incurably shallow in one's theological task. Black Theology
operates at the level of 'mopping up water' from a room, whilst
the tap is left completely uninterferred with. Needless to say,
this is the classical exercise in futility. It is Liberation
Theology, a la Latin American style, that one should opt for,
because whilst Likeration Theology does not minimise the 'nuisance
value' ¢f the water, (if we be allowed to carry on with our
metaphor), it throws its whole weight behind the attempt to close
the tap.

e T e e e

opposition to oppression and exploitation by refusing to forge

——————

meaning links with other 'oppressed classes' of the world. This
unfortunate refusal, apart from being Christian-ly suspect, narrows
the parameters of the struggle by its ideological exclusivity.

Thus the prime locus theologicus of Black Theology, namely, race/
colour, is rejected by tnis paradigm as inadequate, shallow and
misdirected. Talk of something as being only skin-deep! You are
talking about the insighgé of Black Theology.

What should provide a point of departure for a truly liberatory
theolozgy is economic dependency or economic exploitation, not
raclal oppression. A theology that treats the Lahour-Capital
polarity as secondary can only be half-heartedly liberatory. The
history of the ANC, at least up to the 1960s, has amply proved
this point.

In short, there is no room for Black Theology qua Black in the

inn of the class-analysts. On the contrary, it si theologians
like Gustavg_aazzg;;;;T_giguez Bonino, etc., and not a James

Cone or a Manas Buthelezi, who are expressive of the class-anaiysis
theological point of departure and basic concerns. In this para-
digm the locus theologicus is economic dependency, not racial
oppression. In this sense, therefore, Litveration Theology finds
its natural home or base in the class—éﬂélysis camp.

—
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Thus the controversy between our two paradigms has far reaching
implications for the exercise of Black Theology in this conflict-
ridden country.

THE NEGLxCTED DIALGCTIC: A PERSONAL VIEWPCINT

The reason why we started this paper with a kind of kaleidoscopic
presentation of some important historical landmarks or phases

of the bhlack struggle in South Africa, is because we helieve

that any analytical paradigm or theory worth its salt is,
perforce, derivative. It is derived from contexzts that are

real, concrete and historical. In short, theory must have
historical and empirical rootage. Reality fathers theory, and
not the other way round. This is trite but true.

Therefcre the two paradigms we have been discussing thus far will
only be true and useful to the extent that they mirror the concre-
te, historical and contemporary situation in South Africa; and
they will be false to the extent that they subject the South
African situation to a kind of Promethean solution: if the
situgtion does not fit the theory, then alter the situation!

Which of the two paradigms i1s true to the South African
situation? < This is a toughie. But before we c:n take the
risk of answering this all important question, let us first
try to trace what we choose to call the historical roots of
thess two analytical approaches. This, of course, can only
be done very sketchly here.

There is ample evidence that the two approaches share in the
well xnown mid-19th century conflict between Hegelian Idealism

and its Marxian rebuttal, which could be called Realism or,

to use the wore coumon term, Materialism. Idealism, as the general
sode of understanding and interpreting reality, played and still
plays the role of what mgy be called 'conventional wisdom', the
commonsensical way of how people generally think about reality.
Christian philosophy, history and practice, in particular, are
marked by this mode of interpreting reality. Marx and Engels,

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



-29-

in the mid-19th century HZuropean context, mounted a vicious and
vitriolic attack against this well accepted, 'conventional wisdom!
(Kolaxowski 1978: 55-8).

What is idealism? At the risk of over-simplifying what German
idealism stood for, and what idealist-philosophers like Hegel
taught, let us say this: according to idealism, ultimate reality
is 'spiritual' and not 'physical'. The spirit, the idea, the

zind is supreme, All that is is simply an unfolding of the

idea or thought. It is the idea which creates what we see in the
external world. This is so important that we have to say it again:
the idea is creative, thought is creative and the world is merely
a product of thought or human consciousness. This is, very hriefly,

the central point of idealism.

Jow would an idealist approach to reality affect one's strategies
and tactics in the arena of social transformation? The answer is
obvious. An ldealist strategist would have his primary focus on
the mind, attempting to change people's ideas with the hope that
once people's ideas are changed, social reality, which is a product
or effect of ideas, would ipso facto change. As we have just said,
this would be strategically logical because in the idealistic
context it is ideas that are creative of reality. The tools that
an ldealist strategist would employ would be on the whole psycho-
logical: education, preaching, heuristically oriented discussions,
and so cn and so forth,.

As stated above, it was in the mid-19th cenpury that social ana-
lysts like Marx and Engels opposed tinls line of thinking very
strongly. Ideas, Marx and Zngels taught, are not the causes of
things; on the contrary, ideas are the effect of things. This
is materialism or realism. Realism, as a mode of understanding
and interpreting reality, says that ultimate reality is matter,
and not spiritual. Ideas are the product of the material condi-
tions of 1life. All ideas, thougnhts, are subject to extra-mental
social conditions.

This is, very briefly, how these mid-19th century social gurus

understood the relationship between human thought and material
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conditions.

How would this materialist approach to reality affect one's
strategies and tactics? Ohbviously, a materialist strategist would
not foecus his transformative efforts on tie mind ur ideas, hbut

on the material conditions of life, because for him these are

the fons et origo of ideas.

So whilst an idealist strategist takes his point of departure
from human consciousness, the materialist strategist takes off

from the material or economic relationships between men. The latter

believaes, as Marx and Engels did, that

'"The mode of production of material life
conditions the social, politicel, and
intellectual 1life process in general. It
is not the consciousness of men that

determines their being, but, on the con-
trary, their social being that determines
their consciousness' (Bochenski 1962: 32).

Ve, therefore, wish to suggest that there seems to be a very
close relationship between the idealist approach and the race-
analysis paradigm, on the one hand, and the materialist appraoch
and the class-analysis paradigm, on the other hand.

Race-analysts are, strategically, mind-oriented; class-analysts
would focus almost exclusively con the material conditions of life.

How then, does all this apply to our four phases of the strug.le?
What was the origin and nature of the conflict between the Kholsan
and the white settler community at the Cape?

To us it coes seem that to the Khoisan it would not really have
mattered whether those 17th century invaders at the Cape were
white, yellow or black; what would have uattered was the fact that
the invaders harhoured interests, material interests, antithetical
to the interests of the indigenous Khoisan. The Settlers occupied
and used the land, water and pasturage that the Kholsan had a
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stake in. 'Competition-for-scarce-resources', to use a hackneycd
phrase, was at tne heart of this Khoisan-Settler conflict, it does
seem, To describe this initial conflict in primarily racial {erms
would be to imply that the Khoisan would have easily acquiesced
in the expropriation of their land, water and pasturage if only
the expropriators had a different skin-colour or racial origin.

The dynamics at play in this struggle would indicate a definite
de~emphasis of 'race' as the root-cause of the conflict, at least
at this phase, The second pahse of the struggle does mot seem to
be iamune frou this de-~emnphasis. In this Trikalistic phase, the
Xhosas clearly resented being continualiy pushed east-ward across
the Zuurveld, then the Fish River, the Kelskama, then the Kel
River, etc., etc. The racial origin or pigmentation of tuese
'land-grabbers' had no room in the high motivations that lay behind
the persistent attacks against what the Xhosas perceived as the
source of an unjust usurpation of their land rights. In this
conflict situation, these Settlers were, first and foremost, 'land-
hongfy grabRers' and only tangentially 'white'. The fact that

they were 'white' and the Natives were 'hlack', visible as it was,
was colncldental and not essential to the reprehensible rapacious-
ness of the invading Settlers. Again, 'competition-for-gcarce-
resources' seemed to have provided an explanatory key to the
conflict. It was a clash of interests, not a clash of skin-colours.
Historico-empirical ohservation does point, unmistakably, to the
fact that, at least in these first two phases of the struggle, the
Natives of this country fought valiantly and lost their lives in
orcder to keep their L A N D to themselves. And, as the historian

C.W. de Kiewiet so rightly observes:

'...the native were a process which gave

the white communities more than jossession
of the bulk of the hest land. It gave then
a congiderahbhle measure of control over the
services of the natives. The land wars were
alsoc labour wars (de Kiewiet 1940: 180).

Thus from being independent possessors of thelr land, the Natives,

tarough having lost the various battles ofer land, were turned
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into servile, obsequious, dependentt kitchen boys, garden boys,
herders, tenants or renters on the newly acquired white man's
land. The land wars, which the Natives lost, were part of the
classical process of proletarianisation. The Natives, thanks

to this process, almost en masse, became dependent wage-earners.
It is easy to see that almost all the crucial ingredients of the
labour-capital model are already present in this scenario, at
least embryonically.

S0, a siaple, straightforward response to the question why there
wes conflictt between the Khoisan/Xhosas and white Settlers in

the 17th and 18th centuries, sihould be: the embattlement was

over the possession of the land. All other considerations are
historically subservient and secondary to this: the imbroglio
centred around the land. And if the Khoisan and Xhosas gradually
becane, in the eyes of the white Settlers, 'hlack vermin' or
'stinking black swine!, it was because they had first hecome

the white Settlers' arch-rivals in the competition for land.

Therefore, it would seem that a class-analysis fits these two
phases of the struggle alumost like a glove. To fully under-
stand these two phases one would have to start from a material-
istic point of departure. Something other than 'colour', which
is some sort of prejudice lodging in the mind, became at this
stage of our history the criterion of social segmentation.

But having said this, one would have to go on to say that because
the protagonists on each side of the battle lines were of differe-
nt races or colours, (although the basic motivation for the battles
was not at the level of race or colour , as we have tried to

state above), as time went on, colour gradually became an operative
symbol for distinguishing one's coupetitors from the members of
one's in-group. It would seem that frow the secnnd half of the
19th century, when South Africa with its discovery of diamond
(1867) and gold (1886) began seriously to enter into the arena

of world capitalism, the dividing line between the initial
motivation of 'conflict of interests' and that of 'colour differe-
nces', had becoie dangerously blurred, especially in the minds

of the white protagonists. 'Blackness' in the mining industry,
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nmanufacturing and agriculture, somehow bhecame an inseparable
syubol of those who belonged to the other side of the great
economic divide. Colour hecame increasingly significant in

this way. From the initial stance of 'push them out hecause
they disturb our peaceful possession of the land' to 'push them
out because they are hlack' was a gradual but easy step of
psycholozical association and internalisation on the part of the
white conquerers. Most of them would soon forget how this white-
hlack pclarity originated. But as it was stated above, this
apparent 'natural-ness' of racial antipathy is only skin-deegp.
Racism is acquired. It is not innate. Whether one explicitly
recognises its origin or not, racism is born out of man's
rapaciousness, competition ftor scarce resources. And in South
Africa this is not a theory, but it is an historico-empirical
assertion.

Any way, back to the point we wanted to make: with time the
'racial motivation' became inseparable from the moctivation of
"coaflict of interests'. The third and fowrth phases of the
struggle coincided with the blurring of the line between these

two wotivational categdories of cofhflict. South Atrica soon hecaune
gnown as the colour-bar soclety, - in which the indigenous people
of colour were blatantly discriminated against solely on the basis
of their colour.

This is also how the South African National Congress fundamentally
perceived the conflict, especially Judzing from the strategies they
employed. Their strategies were derived from and informed by what
has been called in this paper 'conventional wisdom', namely, idealism.
For Congress the basic location of the South African prohlematic

was in the mind of the disctiminators. It was therefore not surpri-
sing that these early <Oth century black leaders employed strategies
that were characteristically psychological: tactics of moral
persuasion, sonorous appeals for justice, endless attempts to enter
into negotiatory talks with the dominaft group. But what was even
more fundamental in thsi approach was the fact that these early nation-
alists seemed to have had no basic quareel with the economic system

that was then operative in South Africa; their gripe was instead
almed at t:e state racism which prevented them from their full
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and rightful share in that economy. They were, as we know, ardent
admirers of the Cape Liheral tradition and the Westminster system.
All they wanted was to prise open the doors of racial discrimina-
tion (Walshe 1973: 33). In short, their approach was idealistic, -
that is, thelr point of departure was the consciousness or idess
.0f those who discriminated against them; their approach was also
moralistic, that is, they believed in the transformative powers

of preaching and teaching. Change of heart and thange of mind could
be effected by the power of argument and logic. Yes, they believed
strongly in the goodness, inherent goodness, of human nagure and

in the supremacy of reason and logic. So they kept on arguing,
persuading...and hoping. The aim of their appraach was also
integrationist, that is, they wanted to be part of the current
system. The only serious ohstacle was 'racism'.

Y'hy, even an overtly trade union movement like the 1919 Industrial
and €ommercial Workers Union (ICU), failed to remain immunised
against this idealistic, moralistic, and integrationist approach.

For some time after its foundation in 1919, ICU, under the
leadersnip of Clements Kadalie and George Champion, to all intents
and purposes, usurped the role of the ANC. It bedame the principal
vehicle of African discontent. And in so doing it was derailed
from clearly and directly addressing the South African problematic
from a purely econcmic, industrial platform. It became, like

the ANC, a populist movement with but a slight touch of trade
unionism or worker concerns.

It is on record tnat when the ICU leadership was challen_,ed on
this 'coafusion', their gseneral retort was that in South Africa
economic and political issues were inseparable; that these issues
had to ve fought concurrently, at one and the same time (Webster,
ed. 1978: 115). Their diagnosis might well have been corect, but
their cure or prescription was of doubtful validity. Populism
was substituted for trade unionism.

It is clear tnat both tihe ANC and ICU leadership were held in

thrall by the idealistic approach to problems. As Philip Bonner
so rightly says in connection with ICU:
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'...for the vest part of the decade

they mistook protest for pressure and
numbers for strength, ignoring all the
while that there had to be some way for
pressure to be brought to bear for it to
have any effect' (Webster, ed. 1978: 115).

Whilst the eeading of the conflict in South Africa from an
idealistic point of view was not so explicitly articulated in
tne ANC and ICU, it did find an explicit and well articulated
expression, we believe, in the fourth phase of our struggle,
namnely, the Black Consciousness phase. The Black Consciousness
~hilosophy, particularly at the beginning, made it explicit that
it would refuse to be derailed from viewing the South African
problematic from the race-analysis point of departure. W¥Without
wishing to waste time in enunciating thsi well documented stance,
it woudl suffice to cite the woeds of one of Black Consciousness
foremost ideologues and proponents on tals point:

'(The Liberals) tell us that the

situation is a class struggle

ratner than a race one., Let them

go to Van Tonder in the Free State

and t#ell him this. 'fe believe we know
whatt the problem is and will stick by our
findings...' (No Sizwe 1972: 125).

In yet another similar context, this ideologue said:

'A number of whites in tis country adopt

a class analysis primarily because they want

to detach us from anything relating to race

in case it has a rebound effect on them .ecause
they are white' (Noluntshungu 1983: 158).

It is assertions like these which led political scientists like
Sam C. Noluntshungu to think that, despite some uneasiness with
capitalism within the Black Consciousness philosophy

'...there was no systematic economic analysis
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ot class, nor, even a political account
of what the interests and roles of the

various classes might be in the process
0ot liberation' (Noluntshungu 1983%: 155),

The black Katiunalists of the early 20th century implicitly
espoused the idealistic methodology of analysis and practice;

the Black Consciousness Leaders, while veheuently rejecting

the integrationist tendencies of the earlier movement, explicitly
adopted the latter's idealistic methodology: racial prejudice
became the starting point of their struggle.

It was in the aftermath of the Octoher 1977 bannings that ob-
Jections agalnst this idealistic approach were openly and persi-
stently raisedwithin black political circles, in fawour of a
materialist methodology. Matters have reached a stage where one
is eather an idealist in one's approach or a materialist.

Bit as we have suggested, this either/or -dichotomy between
idealism and wmaterialism breaks down in front of what we have
called the inseparability ot the two motivational categories:
'conflict of interesis! and 'coplour ditferences'. We would like
Lo sugsest that the either/or manner of posing the problem
introduces an air of artificiality into the race/ctass debate.

The materialist or class-analysis approach is certainly right

in holding fast onto the idea that the material conditions of
life are the root cause of the contlict bhetween Black and White
in this country; but they are less than right when they deny

that 'beliefs' or 'ideas' pertaining to racism have also a role
in shaping society. To subscribe to the fact that racial attitu-
des are the effect of infra-structural economic conditions, does
not carry the logical necessity of inextricably binding one to
the acceptance of the relative unimportance or role-insigni-
ficance of racism and other non-economic ideas (e.g. the Christian
Crusades in the 11th century)in shaping and stratifying socilety
and affexting the life-chances of a large section of members of

this country. Heribert Adam, himself a strong believer in the
determinative role of material conditions, is right in posing
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this question:

'"Why should the independent role of
beliefs (racism) not he granted, even
in shaping an economic environment?
Marxist (materialist) interpretations
of South Africa zarely go beyond the
notion of base and superstructure. By
mechanically relegating the realm of
ideoclogy to a mere feflection of under-
lying interests, Marxist usually ignore
the subjective reality. A peculiar sterility
- therefore - characterises much of the
recent leftist writing on South Africa!
(Adam : 47).

Those who grant an almost exclusive and absolute autonomy to
material, objective conditions, and deny even relative autonomy
to a system of beliefs, ideas, prejudices, etc., will be hard
put to it to explain some obvious South African examples which
point to the powerful influence and motivational dynamics of
these beliefs, ideas, prejudices, etc. Examples abound which show

that a belief system does play a role in shaping the course of
history. For instance, as we noted bhefore, in 1963, Dr. H.F.
Verwoerd, addressing a mamuoth Afrikaner crowd on the threat of
economic sanctions against South Africa, defiantly and feelingly
declared:

'I am absolutely opposed to concessions

of any «kind. I personally would rather

see South Africa poor but white rather than
rich and mixed' (Botha 1967: 111).

The 2,000 sgrong audience gave him a thunderous applause and
chorused 'Amen'. It does seem that thre aee a hundred and one
factors, outside the purely economic sphere, which are as capable
of motivating individuals and groups of people az well as the so
called infra-structural objective conditions of life advanced

by the class-aznalysts. Taze another example, outside South
Africa this tiwe. The planned return of Jews tu Israel under
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the charismatic leadership of people like Ben Gurion, Moshe Dayan,
Golda Meir, etcl, is one example among many of numerous incideats
in human history which simply refuse to be unlocked by the expla-
natory key of economic determinism. Something much more than mere
economics impelled this particular people to some heroic feats.
The Masade experience? The motivation behind this wholesale self-
enolation of men, women and children is explainable in other than
mere economic terms. The recent Guyana religious tragedy in the
USA? How can this be fully and adequately explained within the
parameters of the base-sperstructural model alone? Reality sesems
to be much more vast than this model allows. The South African
situation is such a complex reality which refuses to be subjected
to the over-simplification ot the materialist, economic calculus.
Says Heribert Adam, oance more, in Perspectives in Literature:

'In the South African case, material rewards
are at present only one part of the payoff
that accounts for the maiantenance of Afrikaner
unity. Alamost equally important would seem the
cohesive power of a symbol system, rewards of
esteem and status, the itegrating role of
ideology, which is frequently underestimated,
if not altogether rejected in economic analysis.
Only a genuine synthesis of the iAterpaly between
ideology (beliets) and economy, not tocus on
either at the expense of the other, would seem to
hold the key for deeper insights into the complex
contlict' (Adam s 49-50).

If the materialist or class-analysis appraoch errs, not by acknow-
ledging the determinative role of material coaditions, but by
down-pla;ying the determinative role of belief systems as mere
reflections of the hase, the idealist or race-analysis approach
errs by down-playing and de-emphasisiang the role of economic
motivations in South Africa's social formation. It is not in

what both camps uphold, but in what both camps tenda to reject or
de-emphasise tnat the fault lies. Heribert Adam's vlea for

'...a genuine synthesis of the interplay between ideoclogy and

economy' is crucial. The separation ot these two possible
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motivational bases in the South African situation inevitably leads
to paucity of explanatory theory. Yes, to gloss of the dialectical
relationship between these two important variables - clas and race -
in the South African situation, can only lead to a Promethean
explanation of the conflict.

8s Deoorah Posel says, in substance, it is disastrous to seek

a uaniform ranking of one variable over another., It is to their
concrete interrelationships, their dialectical relationships,
that we should focus on (Social Dynamics 1983%: %2). We can
neglect this dkalectic at our own peril. Hermann Giliomee
suggests:

'The challenge in ths case is to shwo

how racial ideas and cleavgges, on the one

hand, and class relations, on the other hand,

structured and reinforced each other' (Social

Dynamics 1983%: 18).
The phraze used b, some people to descrihe the South African
system as 'racial capitalism' may be more than just a fad,
after all. This phrase tries to come to grips with the whole
South African reality. South Africa is both a raciil oligarchy
as well as a capitalist society. But the two do not run paralell;
they are mixed and inter-twined. Even the protagonists in the
game do aot knuw when they are being only racially motivated, or
when capitalistically impelled. The two variables reinforce each

other all the time.

ANALYSIS INFORMS STRATEGY

But it is important to realise that when one says that the two
variables are mixed and intertwined, one speaks only af analysis
- not of strategy or tactics. It is tragic to confuse anglysis
wilth strategy or diagnosis with the cure. It is this which
probahly led to the rebative ineffective of ICU. Because its
leaders analysed the situation in this country in political

and economic terms, in the sense that in South Africa politics
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is inseparable from economics, they concentrated mainly on political
manoeuvres to the virtual neglect of industrial, economic action,
thus confusing anklysis with the cure.

Now, how does this apply to our analysis of the situation in terms
of racial capitalism? The determination of strategy to transform
this kind of situation cannot be assumed atitomatically from hearing
vhat the analysis is. For instance, there are tnose of us who
believe that racial capitalism can be effectively combateed only
on the basis of black solidaryty, whereas others take the stand
that it can he successfully fought only on the basis of forging
trans-racial links and alliances with dther people who are sympa-
thetic to our course. These are strategies which may or may not
be the correct remedy for racial capitalism. 3But they are
strategies, - and it is important to remember that they are
strategies and not prianciples (i.e. goals, the focal point of
political actions). Strategies are by nature flexible: what umay
not be a z00d strategy today, may be okay tomorrow. Strategies
a flexibility which principles do not quite enjoy. That is why
it is importint to realise that disagreement, however deep, at
the level of strategy is not disagreement about principles. Stra-
tegies and tactics are subservient to principles.

'IDEQCLCGI AL DIFFERENCES'

The term 'ideology' runs through our everyday political conver-
sation like a reased pig. It is slippery; it lacks a precise
content. But somehow we cannot allow this term to stride the
vorld like a colossus. It wust have soue residual conuaotation
that one can trap and look at.

In the contempozmzry scene, there seems to be some measure of
agreemeat among social scientist tiat 'ideology' refers to a gystenm
of ideas or beliefs containing assertions about the nature of the
desirable scciety and the actions required for theattainment or
maintenance of that desirable society. It is, in snort, a group's
blueprint of, or visualisation of the desirable society. But I
Alhert Nolan is right when he clinches this notion or 1ideology

by saying that this set of ideas about what society should be like
'eeols called an ideology only when the set of ideas is adhered
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to uncriticaily, dogmatically, and with a great deal of emotion
rather than as a result of some kind of objective reasoning
based upon facts' (Nolan 1982: 1).

In short the term 'ideology' has come to have, in politics,
almost the same meaning the terms 'credd', 'taith' have in
religion. 1t is for this reason that Daniel Bell regards
'ideology' as '...a set of beliefs, infused with passion,
(seeking) to transform the whole of a way of life' (Waxman,
ed. 1968: 261). 1In essence, therefore, tane residual meaning of
'ideology' is: a blueprint, adhered to with passion, of what
society ought to be. If this notion of ideology is correct,
it follows that only peole who happen to possess such 'blueprints’
may differ ideologically. ‘'Ideological ditferences! are differences
at blueprint level. The challenge of the hour ik to look at and
exaiine our contempomary political groupings and clearly distinguish
at least three distinct elements in taeir political doctrine and
practice:

* Their blueprint

* Their strategy, and

* Taelr tactics.

Ideological differences are differeances at the level of blueprints
of society. And it this notion is strictly adhered to, then one

say there were no 'ideoclogical deffereaces', say, between the older
ANC strategists and the white regime that the former so persistently
fought against. This is so because the older ANC meubershiy seemed
to have had no serious quarrel with the basic blueprint of their
curreat society. Our plea here is simply this: Llet us distinguish
our differences at the level of blueprints from our differences at
the level of strategy or tactics. The two sets of differences are
like day andnight.

The first level is that of 'what-to-achieve' (the blueprint); the
second level is that of 'how-to-achieve' (strategy, or general

plan of action); the third level is that of 'what-specific-tools-
to-use' (tactics, or immediate, specific plan of action). Differe-
nces at the second and third levels may be very important, but not

half as serious as those at the first level. Untold @onfusion is
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often created when people pretend to have ideological differences
whereas in fact, their differences are merely strategic and
tactical. Dr. Neville Alexander, in his 1983 Hammanskraal talk,
seemed to sense this distinction. Veighing against those who

supported the thesis that our struggle is nct for national,but
class liberation, thereby de-enphasising the race/colour category,
Dr. Alexander said:

'To deny the reality of prejudice and
perceived differences, whatever their
origin, is to disarm oneself strategically

and tactically' (National Forum Publication
1983: 25).

These words allow us to think that Dr. Alexander believes that

at this Jjuncture in our history the strategy and tactics of
fighting the struggle at the level of National liberation and,

by igijplication, on the basis of hlack exclusivity, carries

decided advantages. To say this is not to say, automatically,
that one's blueprint is Pan-Africanist, Socialist or Capitalistic.
In fact to say what Dr. Alexander said about is not to speak about
one's blueprint at all. This is a crucial distinction waich must
not be lost on us,

In our contemporary situation the million dollar question is:

whether to forge allaances trans-racially for the struggle, or

to operate solely on the basis of black solidarity, black unity.

At what level o we locate this question? At the level of blueprints

or at the leeel of strategy and tactics?The answer to this guestions

may yet briag about greater tolerance, effeftivesess and sophisti-
cation in the formulations of our principles (bluezrints ), strate-
glies and tactics, within the. all important strug,le taat all of

us a re engaged in.

“hen one looks at soue of the NFC and UDF 1983 write-ups on thetr
respective »olicy statements, one is struck more by their similar-
. ities than dissimilarities. NFC explicitly visualises what it
terms 'anti-racist and socialist Azania'; but at the same time

we know tuat the 1955 Freedom Charter, wnich m.st UDF affiliates
accept and respect, has definite socialist elements in it. So
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it dces seen taat both the NFC and the UDF are attracted and fascinated
by blueprints, albeit not completely spelled out, which are not that
dissimilar. The challenge of the hour therefore is for this
c.nference on Black Theology to ferret out the fundamental differences)
dissimilarities between these two 'embryonic blueprints', If there

are dissimilarities, then we can truly say that the two seemingly
irreconcilable camps differ. ideologically, thatiis, they differ at the
level of blueprints avout the nature of the desirable society. In saort,
if they differ ideologically it weans they have antagonistic visuali-
sations of tomorrow's South Africa/Azania/Maluhdi, the name is
immaterial.

But as we &1l know, the most visible ditference that vne obsecrves
vetween the NFC and the UDF camps is that whilst the former operates

on exclusive black solidarity, the latter operates on a non-racial
basis. But even AZAPO, one qf the moving spirits within NFC, has
repeatedly declared that its racial exclusivity stance is only
confined to what they term the 'pre-liberation phase of the strugszle',-
Eggﬁ‘implying that in the 'post-liberation phase' the said exclusivity

woudl be phased out, What this sa ys to us then is that thes exclu-
sivity is not a principle or a goal or a blueprint; it is a strategy,

as Dr. Neville Alexander seemed to suggest; it is a broad plan of
action to achieve a soclo-political blueprient, namely, 'an anti-racist,
socialist Azania'.

If this is the case, what we called the most visible difference between
the UDF and NFC affiliates, must be located at the level of stragegy,
not at the level of blueprints about how society should be organised.

Differences at this level are more shattering than differences at any
other level.

BLACK THEOLCGY: BIENVENU OR.ADIED?

L

As long as the black people inthnis country suffer a double bondage:

racial oppression and economic exploitation, the task of Black Theology

vill always be doudble-pronged. Racial capitalism is the name of the §Z7(?Ff7
game., This is the sin that Black Theology wants to uncover and

eradicate in God's own name. The term 'black' must perforce remain

-y
Cote

YIS p 7
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Introduction
Paul Piccone

The revival of radicalism in the sixties as a result of the Vietnam war and
the shipwreck of both the New Frontier and the Great Society, took place in
a theoretical vacuum. Almost two decades of the Cold War had decisively
contributed to either the destruction or integration of any type of internal
opposition to the general policies followed by the two ruling parties. At the
theoretical level, the only critical remnants surviving the McCarthy era were
a few Old Left sects with no popular base nor any relevant alternative. With
the possible exception of Marcuse, Goodman, and a few other obscure intel-
lectuals whose works had remained relatively unknown, there was no
radical analysis available to either forecast the storm on the horizon or
provide what was to become known as ‘‘the movement' with that minimal
self-understanding necessary to conceptually prefigure viable alternatives
and politically implement them.

At the beginning, this lack of historical identity, combined with a sponta-
neous resurgence of self-responsibility and soctal commitment in the face of
meaningless death in a foreign land and racial and sexual injustices at
home. presented itself as a breath of fresh air—a new optimism unshackled
by the weight of the past. Only when this spontaneity had degenerated into
chaos and the inability to turn “‘the movement’' into a major political force
did it become obvious that theory was unavoidable. Like Hegel's owl of
Minerva, serious theoretical work began precisely at dusk: when the move-
ment, through intensified governmental repression and the forestalled
promise of ending the Indochina war, had already been defused and prac-
tically dissolved.

It is indicative that the conference where the following papers were
originally presented took place roughly five months after the Cambodian
invasion and the movement's last show of liveliness. Aware of the rapid
internal disintegration of the movement, the staff of the journal Telos. in
collaboration with the student body of the University of Waterloo,
organized a conference on ‘"The New Marxism" in order to investigate the
possibility of salvaging valuable theoretical indications from the forgotten
Western Marxist tradition. Under attack from both official bourgeois ide-
ology and Stalinism, this tradition had been completely obliterated, only to
be gradually rediscovered in the late sixties by inquisitive New Leftists in
search of historical self-understanding.

Of all the papers delivered at the conference, two have been omitted and
one has been substituted with another by the author. Robin Blackburn's
paper on ‘‘Structuralist Marxism™ was highjacked by Dick Howard and
Karl Klare, and a subsequent version of it has already appeared in another
anthology.! Silvia Federici's paper on ‘‘Gramsci’'s Theory of Education"
was withdrawn by the author because of radical changes in her political
perspective; and Lucio Colletti's original paper on ‘‘The Marxism of the

1. Cf. Robin Blackburn and Gareth Stedman Jones, “Louis Althusser and the Struggle for
Marxism,” in Dick Howard and Karl Klare, eds., The Unknown Dimension: European
Marxism since Lenin (New York, 1972), pp. 365-387.
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MANIFESTO OF THE AZANIAN PEOPLE FOR:

— Anti-racism and Anti-Imperialism

— Non-collaboration with the oppressor and his
political instruments

— Independent working-class organisation

— Opposition to all alliances with ruling-class parties
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The armed struggle was indeed a transformation of the earlier
non-violent or sabotage-oriented forms of national struggle. Its

development was necessarily gradual for there was an absence of -

leadership with the requisite armed revolutionary orientation.
Soon, however, the necessary orientation took place and a definite
decision was taken by the ZANU Central Committee at Sikombela
Restriction Camp in 1965 to establish abroad a Revolutionary
Council charged with the task of prosecuting an armed liberation
struggle. It was this transformation on the part of the leadership
which in turn transformed the nature of the Zimbabwean struggle
for liberation and equated it in form to the First Chimurenga,
although in its organisation, content and quality it was of a much
higher stage than the latter.

The authors have successfully told the story of a vivid drama of

conflict and as they trace the development of its theme, they bring -

into the scene the principal characters and make them speak for
themselves through interviews the authors personally conducted.

The authors have also made ample use of the documents of
ZANU and other organisations they bring into the drama. At the
same time there is the important recognition that the ‘Struggle for
Zimbabwe’, though primarily a responsibility of the Zimbab-
weans, was also, albeit it secondarily, a responsibility of the whole
of Africa. Accordingly, the role played by the Frontline States is
highlighted in relevant circumstances.

Obviously the story being told is that by an on-looker and on-
lookers have the limitation that they are not the actors themselves.
When the actors themselves finally publish the drama of their
struggle, as they planned and prosecuted it, they will no doubt find
this work a most useful supplement. '

R.G. Mugabe,
Prime Minister
Zimbabwe September 1981
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Preface

Chimurenga is a Shona word which has its political origins in the
uprisings of the 1890s as the Africans north of Limpopo River fought
to prevent the white settlers from the south occupying their land. The
uprisings were crushed in 1897 and for almost seventy years the
Africans of the country the settlers called Rhodesia witnessed their
most fertile lands being taken away. They were subjected to increas-
ingly repressive legislation and became virtual slaves in their own
land, subjects of the whim and the will of the settler.

Throughout these harsh ycars the word ‘Chimurenga’ lived on in

"the folklore of the villages and townships as the elders passed on the

stories of the resistance of the 1890s to new generations. A second
Chimurenga war was inevitable in the face of settler obduracy, and it
began fitfully in the carly Sixties as the Africans gradually came to
recognize that only through armed struggle could they liberate their
land. On 28 April 1966 a squad of seven guerrillas of the Zimbabwe
African National Liberation Army (ZANLA), the military wing of the
Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU), died near Sinoia,
north-west of Salisbury, in a fierce twelve-hour battle with Rhodesian
security forces backed by helicopter gunships.

Today ZANU marks the anniversary of that battle as Chimurenga
Day, officially the start of ZANLA’s armed struggle. The word
‘Chimurenga’ has a number of meanings in current usage—revolu-
tion, war, struggle or resistance-—and one of ZANU’s main slogans
during the second Chimurenga war was ‘Pamberi ne Chimurenga’,
meaning ‘forward with the struggle or the revolution’.

This book concentrates on the decisive phase of the struggle, from

vii
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‘Anyone who wants to know where Zimbabwe’s new rulers
have come from and how and why they reached power will
have to read this book.’

Prof. Terence Ranger, The Observer, 10 May 1981

“The most detailed and comprehensive account yet on the
guerrilla struggle . . .
Michael Chege, Nairobi Times, 31 May 1981

A = ke o AT,

. . meticulously interviewed, strikingly illustrated account
of the national liberation war.’
Ivan Winstanley, The Tribune, 29 May 1981

‘Nobody is likely to improve on it for years.’
Clvde Sanger, To

‘South African readers will be led to wonder whether they —
like the white Rhodesians — are living in a fool’s paradise

y

. Y

Peter Wilhelm, Financial Muil, 15 May 1

981

‘And if a South African argues that Zimbabwe holds no
lessons for this country, let him read this book and think
again.’

Allan Greenblo, Finance Week, 28 May 1981

“ISITOLO SEZINCWADI”
SHOP 1 LENVIC HOUSE
KERK STREET
JOHANNESBURG 2001
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DAVID SMITH & COLIN SIMPSON

with.lan Davis

SPHERE
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THE RMAN BERIND THE FMVTH
For twenty years, Robert Mugabe has been /@@

typecast as an extremist: a colourless

Marxist-Leninist ideologue and a fanatical Z , 7/{’7
guerrilla leader. Now, in his fifties, with the /

bitter experience of political imprisonment 5

behind him, he represents the long y 9/(;
sought-after reconciliation of a nation—anda | (Ke-{,.
continent — that has been many years in the
making.

Mugabe was the last person the British, the
Americans, and even the Russians, either
expected — or wanted — to be Prime Minister of
Zimbabwe. His victory in that country’s first
democratic elections came as a surprise to, and
terrified, his opponents. And yet Mugabe’s .
moderation, pragmatism and apparent
sympathy for his opponents, have utterly
mystified them.

Who is Mugabe? What influence will he have
on Africa’s future? This biography presents an
in-depth profile of the man who is the most
influential and articulate of Africa’s
statesmen, the black leader who holds the key
to the future of Southern Africa.

0722178689 BIOGRAPHY/NON-FICTION

UNITED KINGDOM £1.50 - AUSTRALIA §5.50 - MALTA £1.50
Australia recammended price only
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A GREETING FOR THE CHURCHES IN EUROPE AND THE USA

From Bishop Tutu

The Prime Ministar of Scuth Africa, in order to get the
support of the white electorate, said South Africa is
facing a total onslaught, mainly communist, from out-
side. Anybody or anyone who refused to participate

in his total strategy against the total onslaught was
unpatriotic and would bear the brunt of official

and popular (white) hostility.

The SACC has been seesn by most whites and csrtainly

by the Government as a thorn in its flesh, constantly
speaking about God's damand for righteousness and
justice, for peace and reconciliation and serving the
least of our Lord's brethren in supporting the families
of political prisoners and in providing legal defence
for people charged with political offences. Thesa tuwo
activities, especially, have not endeared the Council
to the Government and te the white community. More
recently we have focussed attention on the diabolical
policy of mass population removals when over 2 million
blacks have been uprooted from their homes and dumped
as you dump rubbish and not people, in unviable, arid
and poverty stricken bantustans intc which South Africa
has been balkanised on ethnic grounds. There is massive
starvation and suffering in a country of plenty and all
because of deliberate Government policy. Men have to
lsave their familiss for 11 months as migrant labourers
living in single-sex hostels. 5o black family 1ife is
also bsing destroyed by deliberate Govermment policy.
The world saw how apartheid treats God's children in
what was done to the Nyanga squatters who were forced
out of accommodation to sit in the open with no covering
<z;; against the rain and cold. And we have condemnsd and

continue to condemn apartheid as totally evil and _
unChristian as Nazism and Communism and we continue to
“call of the international community to help us by
é?7¢f /5 7 exerting pressure (political, diplomatic and above all,
! economic) to persuade the South African Government

to come to the conferancaryable before it is too late.
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Azanian People$ Organization

(SOWETO BRANCH)

PO Box84
Tshiawelo 1818

Telephone: (011}

Ref.:
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING : 2 FEBRUARY 1985 }
Vo
Revolutionaries and Comrades %/7 57
I

The Organisation's leadership has been changed, firstly, at the National
Congress in December and secondly, at our Regional Council on 19 January
1985. This has therefore brought a need for a new branch leadership to
lead our people within Soweto and other townships.

It is needless to emphasise that the Organisation has never needed the con-
tribution and support of each member and supporter than in the times we are
going through. The struggle needs all committed and dedicated freedom
fighters among us.

You are notified of the Organisation's A.G.M. on 2 February 1985 at Bridgeman
Memorial, Zola at 2.30 p.m. The business for the day shall include the
following items in the Agenda:

(1) Minutes

(ii) Annual Report
(iii) Elections
(iv) General

We request all members and those interested in taking our membership to bring
their dues.

Forward with the People's struggle and down with imperialism!

Yours in struggle

00 ifhabety - 2ekotan
LETSATSI MOSALA W &o N A—-Z?Lﬂ”“-’L‘"
Secretary bu‘v\ o ' .

QS\AIQ < ?&‘\ 2\ 9
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Pl e Aty
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PREFACE
l. INTRODUCTION

The 1984 Black Theology Conference took place from 10-14 September 1984
in Cape Town. The Conference was a follow-up to the 1984 Wilgerspruit Confere-
nce on "Black Theology Revisited".

In the report of the conference the following areas were identified as needing
attention before the 1985 conference:

* The ideological ferment amongst the oppressed and an analysis of the situation
in South Africa.

* The question of ideology and Theology in relation to ideologically divided
oppressed masses.

* The link between Black Theology and the African Independent Churches
and African Traditional Religions.

* The question of the content to Black Theology.
*  The historical materialism approach in doing Black Theology.

* Problem of biblical hermeneutics in regard to women's oppression.

This report of the 1984 conference concludes

"In our research / study we must bear in mind the resolution
contained in the Final Statement of the Serminar that we develop
together with the oppressed people of this country a black theology
of liberation and that this theology must emerge 'from within the
struggles of oppressed people"

The papers of Fr. L.J. Sebidi and Rev. J. Mosala as presented in this report
for example are the product of much research; but there is still need to move
beyond simply reflecting theologicaily on the Black Struggle and "develop
together with the oppressed people of this country a black theology of liberation
(which) must emerge from within the struggles of oppressed people’.

Most of the areas needing attention were addressed at the conference except
"The question of the content of Black Theology".

2. POLITICAL PRAXIS AND CONTEXT

(a) Ideoclogical Divisions

Since the last conference, ideological divisions within the Black Struggle have
deepened even further; hence the need to address the question of "Black Theology
and the Black Struggle in Southern Africa".

What happens in the Black Struggle affects the process of theologising about
this Black Struggle and therefore Black Theology itself. As will be seen from
the first two resolutions of this conference the participants battled with this
issue and while agreeing that Black Theology is a theology of the Black oppressed
and exploited black people, they recognized the '"divergences" and '"convergen-
ces" in the premise from which theologising. The conference members agreed
that a way should be opened to allow creative black theological reflection
and action irrespective of ideological differences, to avoid a paralysis in the
movement of Black Theological ideas.
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2nd August 1984.

__ S o = /V%(?EQ 7/%/J”7

Dear Comrade(s)

INVITATION TO A PROTEST CONFERENCE AND RALLY IN SQOWETO.

You are jnvited to attend a "protest" conference and rally of
Civic Associations/Organizations and representatives of rural
and resetlement areas té be held at the ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
in PHIRI, SOWETO, on the \dth Auqust 1984, starting from
lla.m. to 3p.m.

The Protest Conference will consist of two sessions. The
first session will be a business session to adopt a pasition
statemenqbn the ‘Coloured-Indian’ elections and the New Const-
itution. The Statement will then be read in the second part
of the meeting which shall take the form of a Rally.

The aim here is to "raise" the "voice" of those affected by

the Bantustan System and the Black Local Authorities which

are the basis for the New Constitution. Te register qhessage

that participating in these eleigions(New System) is accepti-~

ng and endorsing the pain and*misetyJof the oppressed majori-

ty in the country. We want to make a decision as to what we

should do with the Hendrickse's and the Rajbansi's who claim

that they are going to represent 'Africans' in the New System. ;
Vrle

The Draft Position Statement is enclosed for your considerat- jx/f/l”

ion and suggestions. Please Telephone the office of Rev. F.

Chikane at 339-2513 (011) for ammendments and additions to

the Statement before or on Thursday the 9th August 1984,

DO COME TO THIS HISTORICAL DAY THAT WILL TURN THE TIDE AGAe
INST THIS EVIL SYSTEM AND THE PARTICIPANTS THEREOF.

YOQURS §

NK CHIKANE
(On behalf of &ke e Civic Associations in the Witwatersrand)

Ce- B . Metlamea
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PREAMBLE

WHEREAS WE, the Black people of South Africa, having realised
the need and purpose of effectively organising and helping

residence in their respective arrears to form an association

of residence and having wholly committed ourselves to the
improvement of the lot of our people in their civic and others

spheres of life

AND WHEREAS residence in_their respective localities, throughout

the country need to measure up to the challenges of the present

time in this, our father land;

AND WHEREAS the establishment and founding of an association of

Black residence quarantee the solidarity of and createsmutual

understanding amongst residence and promote fellowship and encourages

participation in community projects.

AND NOTING

That the Black people of South Africa have been deprived of their
best right to land ownership and that the living conditiors in
Black residential arrears throughout the country fall much below

acceptable standards of human habitation .

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVE

To adopt this constitution with the belief and the determination
that unity amongstblack people and a meaningful change in our way
of life will result in this our country to the best benefit of

the entire Black community.

SECTION 1

NAME

The name of this organisation shall be the BLACK CIVIC ASSOCIATION,

(B.C.2) hereinafter referred to as the Association.

ceseeacs/2
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AIMS AND OBJECTS

P

The association shall seek to:

2.1.

2.2.

Cultivate amongst residence a spirit of civic awareness.

Design programmes projects and activities and also provide
facilities which will lead to a sound residential environment

and general uplifment of the Black Community.

To provide assistance related to proper and decent residential

accomodation.

Organise receive and administer on behalf of and distribute
to the Black Community finances or assistance in any other
form. Encourage and organise participation by the Black
Community in and support and promote schemes that are geared
on the part of Black Community liase work and co-operate

with other Black organisation which have similar or relate.
aims and objects, including black organisation which are
commited to formulating and promoting relevant Black educatior
programmes which are intended to improve the quality of life

of the Black Community.

MEMBERSHIP

Any adult member of the Black Community who shall be eligible for

membership of the Association.

STRUCTURE

The Association shall consist of the following organs:

I
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The National Executive Committee, The National Executive Council,

The Biennial Convention and Branches also known as Local Civic

Association.

4.1. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The National Executive Committee shall also be known as the
Committee of ten (10) whose members shall occupy the following
//\,\—__/

positions.

(a) President

(b) Vice President

(c) Secretary-General

(d) Treasurer

(e) Permanent Organiser

(f) Director of Community development and housing
(g) Director of educational affairs

(h) Director of publication

(1) Director of recreation and sports

(j) Director of cultural and religious affairs

4.2. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.

The National Executive Council shall consist of:

4.2.1 Members of the National Executive Committee;

4.2.2 All chairman of the respective local civic association

or their duly authorised representatives.

4.3 BIENNIAL CONVENTION

It shall be the supreme and policy-making body of the Association
and shall comprise the Committee of Ten, delegates and observers

from the constituent Civic Association.

4.4 LOCAL CIVIC ASSOCIATION

Local Civic Associationsalso known as branches shall be administered

by a Branch Executive consisting of five members who shall occupy

ceeeess /4

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



YALLE VUK

A

The following port-folios equivalent to those of the Committee

of ten.
a) Chairman
b) Vice-Chairman
c) Secretary
d) Treasurer
e) Co-ordinator of sub-committees on:
(i) Community developtment and housing
(ii) Educational affairs
(iii) Publications
(iv) Recreation and sports
(v) Cultural and religious affairs
SECTION 5

POWERS AND DUTIES

A.

THE COMMITTEE OF TEN

The Committee of ten as the National Executive of the Associatior
shall, in implementing the aims and objects of the Association,
be in perpetual session and in charge of the management,

business and canteal.

The Committee of ten shall have power to appoint, remove or
suspend empoyees and functional members and also determaine
remuneration and duties of the said employees and functional
members.

Provide for the management, organisation and transaction of the
affairs of the association in constituent branched and may set
up Regional Committees and Programmes for an relevant purpose
and delegate the necessary powers.

The Committee of ten shall w! all matters delegated to it
by the Bieneiel Convention a: .he national executive Council
or with any other matter upon hich policy has already been

Digitised by the Open Scholarship PFog']rém' e?n support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



vo]

decided upon by the Biennial Convention. 23

The officers of the association shall be ex-officio members

of all the committees and sub-committees.

THE FIRST PRESIDENT

He shall convene and preside over all the meetings of BLA
namely the Committee of Ten, National Executive Concil and

Bionnial Convention.

He shall be the official spokesman of the association and in
collaboration in the General Secretary, shall be responsible
for all press statements.

He shall represent the association whenever necessary and

shall perform all other duties that are customary to this
office.

THE SECOND PRESIDENT

He shall assist the First President in the execution of his
duties and in the absence of the President, his powers shall
devolve in the Second President.

THE SECRETARY GENERAL

The Secretary General shall be employed by the Bieniel
Convention as chief administrator and chief of staff with
defined duties responsibilities and conditions of employment.

He shall co-ordinate, organise, plan, direct and programme
the activities of the association in the conjunction with the

committee of ten.

He shall submit a written report covering all activities of
the staff at every Bienmial Convention or wherever asked to

..... ‘/6
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do so by the Committee of ten. 6Z¢L

THE TREASURER

He shall keep an accurate account of the funds of the
association, and make this available whenever required
to do so and shall together with either the President or
secretary General, be the signatoress of the Association.

THE PERMANENT ORGANISER

He shall suggest plans and programmes and see to the practice
application of all the resolutions and such plans and
programmes.

Funds permitting, he shall be in the full time employ o1
Association and be charged with the responsibility of visiting
all the branches of the association, and be available for
advise and assistance to these branches.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING

He shall do everything possible to ensure that residence have
suitable housing accomodation and shall collaborate with
Black organisations and personalities that are engaged in
community development.

He shall initiate, encourage and enable such projects that
will emoliorate the quality of life in the Black Community
and design schemes that will provide black residents with
skills that will lead them to self-reliance and self-
determination.

He shall be the liason officer between the Committee of
Ten and the branch sub-committees on community development

and housing.
ceesedl?
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R OF EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS.

He shal
and led

enhance

He shal
organis
best ed
researc
problem

He shal
familia
matters

He shal
and the

DIRECTO

1 set up programmes, organise workshops, seminars
tures that are designed to eradicate illiteracy and

the intellectual ability of the Black Community.

1 co-operation with black educationists and
ations that are working towards attaining the

ucation for the black child be setting-up a

h bureau or a similar institute for exploring the
area that effect the black man.

1 set-up a comprehensice programme that will
rise and equip the residents with skill on all

pertaining to civic administration.

1 be the liason officer between the committee of ten
branch sub-committees on educational affairs.

R OF PUBLICATION

He shal
and ref]

He shal

He shal
tem and

DIRECTO

1 set up periodics newsletter that will cover the affairs

lect the philosophy of the Association.

1 be the editor of the Association's newsletter.

the liason officer between the committee of

branch sub

1 be

the committees on publications.

R OF RECREATION AND SPORTS

He shal
formula
sportsm
and spo

He shal

sub-com

1 collaborate with relevant sporting bodies in the
tion of seeking a beneficial deal for the black
an including the procurement of adequate recreational

rting facilities for the black community.

1 liase between the Committee of ten and the branch

mittees on recreation and sports.

e../8
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DIRECTOR OF CULTURAL AND RELIGOUS ACTIVITIES

Ao

He shall co-operate with black Theologist in the propagation
of a liberatory religion and formulation of a true cultural
perspective by seeing to the correct interpretation of
religion and culture.

He shall liase between the Committee of ten and the branch
sub-committees on cultural and religious activities.

L. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The National Executive Council shall assist the Committee
of ten with the management of the affairs of the Association
during the interregnum of the Biennial Convention.

It shall deal with all matters delegated to it by the Biennial
Convention or with any other matter upon which policty has
already been decided by the Biennial Convention.

Matters of urgency in respect of which no policty has been 1
done, may dealt with by the National Executive-Council.

M. BRANCHES

A branch is a local Association whose responsibility is the
management of civic affairs in that particular locality.

It shall consist of a minimum of fifteen (15) local residents.
As the local agent and reprosentative of the Association, it sha
be guided by the rules, regulations and policies adopted by
Biennial Convention, the National executive Council and the
Committee of ten.

Every branch shall have an annually elected executive committee

hi
which shall .79
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L7

affairs of the association in specified locality and

a) Provide for the management and transaction of the

maintain the property and equipment of the association
which is entrusted to it.

b) Prepare, submit and acquaint the Committee of ten with
the budget proposals over the ensuring fiscal year and
the general needs of the community which the branch

committee serves.,
c) Appoint sub-committees and define their duties.

d) In addition to the Executtive committee referred to above,
the branch shall have five(5) programmers who shall
each head a sub-committee equivalent to the port folios
of the directors in the National Executive.

e) The powers and duties of the branch chairman, vice-
chairman, secretary, treasurer and co-ordinator
shall be the same as those of the First President, Second
President, Secretary General and Permanent Organiser of

the Committee of ten, respectively.

f) The branch Executive Committee shall be elected
at the beginning of each year.

SECTION 7

MEETINGS

1. THE BIENNIAL CONVENTION

The Biennial Convention shall be held once in two (2) years and shal:
comprise:

1) The Committee of ten

2) Branch representatives and obsevers.

2. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

These shall be held at least once a year and shall comprise
the Committee of ten and the Chairman of branches or their

authorised representatives.
0-001/10
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2

3. THE COMMITTEE OF TEN

These shall be held at least thrice a year. Any three (3) of the
Executive Committee members may petition an emergency meeting.

4. BRANCH AND SUB-COMMITTEES

a) Branch meetings shall be held at least three (3) times a year.

b) Sub-Committee meetings shall be held as frequent as the need

arises,

SECTION 8

QUORUM AND VOTING

1. The quorum at the Biennial Conventional shall be half of the

constituent member branches.

2. The quorum at the National Executive Council Meeting shall
be '/3 one third of the contituent branch chairman or their

representatives.

3. All other different meetings of the association with a one third
(1/3) attendance of its qualified members shall be regarded

as quorate.

4. Voting shall be by secret ballot or by show of hands. This
decision shall be taken by a simple majority vote of those

present in a particular meeting.

SECTION 9

MINUTES AND PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS

1. Proper minutes shall be kept of all meetings of the
Association and shall after confirmation in the next
meeting, be signed by the President or Chairman and when
So signed be binding upon members related to that meeting.
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2. If at any meeting neithcr the President nor the Second
President is present within forty-five (45) minutes after
the time appointed for holding such a meeting, the members

personally present shall choose a member of the association

to be chairman pro-term.

SECTION 10

ASSETS

A FINANCES

a) The association shall see to the management of her own
assets and liabilities.

b) The fiscal year of the association shall end on 31st March

of each Biennial period or each year in the case of branches.

c) The association shall open an account with any registered bank.
Bank accounts shall be made in the name of the association or

or branch name.

d) The treasurer shall be responsible for the safe custody of,
and shall keep a register of all capital assets.

B ACCOUNTS

a) The Committee of Ten shall cause books of accounts and such
books of accounts as may be necessary or required so as to
reflect a time statement of the association affairs, its assets
and liabilities, which books of accounts shall be kept at the
registered office of the association or at such other place or
places as the Committee shall deed fit and shall always be open
to its inspection.

b) The Committe of Ten shall from time to time determine whether
and to what extent and at what time and places and under
what conditions or regulations the accounts and books of the

/17
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of the association shall be open to the inspection of members
not being members of the general membership. No member of

the association (not being a member of the Committee of Ten)
shall have the right of inspecting any account or book or docu-
ments of the association except as conferred or authorised by
the Committee of Ten or by the association on the Biennial
Convention of the National Executive Council.

Once in every two (2) years a report shall be prepared by the
Committee of Ten covering the activities of the association

for the Biennial period ending 31st March, preceding the Biennial
Convention of the association and such report, together with the
audited Balance Sheet and Accounts of the association shall be
laid before the members at such a Biennial Convention meeting.

AUDITORS

Auditors shall be appointed and shall perform their expected dut*
as authorised by the Committee of Ten.

SECTION 13

TENURE

1.

Members of the Committee of Ten shall hold office for two (2)
years. A retiring member shall be eligible for re-election

for two further terms of office only. After an interval of

two years he shall again be eligible for election to the office

Members of the Committe of Ten shall serve until the next
Biennial Convention. In the event of any vacancy octuring
in the Committee of Ten either by death, resignation, dis-
qualification, absence from three (3) consecutive meetings
of the Committee of Ten without tendering an apology to the
Committee of Ten for any other reason, the vacancy may be
filled by the remaining members of the Committee of Ten, and
such an appointment -shall hold good until the next Biennial
Convention. '
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SECTION 14

DOCUMENTS AND PROPERTIES

All documents, including Powers of Attorney, Agreements,
Onequest Bill of Exchange, or any other documents requiring

to be signed or executed in relation to any of the affairs

of the association shall be signed by such persons as may from
time to time be appointed and be authorised to do so by the
Committee of Ten. All assets, funds and properties of the asso-
ciation shall be held or registered in the name of the

BLACK CIVIC ASSOCIATION.

SECTION 15

IDEMNITY

1. Members of the association shall not incur any liabilities
without the consent or authorisgtion by the Committee of
Ten, Treasuer or his/her duly authorised representative.

2. Every member of the Committee of Ten or employee of the
Association shall be indemnified by the Association against
all costs, loss and expense which such member may incur
or become liable for in any way in the execution of his office,
unless same shall be incurred or occasioned by his own wilful
act or default.

SECTION 16

AMENDMENT AND SUSPENSION OF THE CONSTITUTION

1. This constitution and its rules and regulations may be
amended at a Biennial Convention by a two thirds(2/3) majority
of those present. Notice of such amendment shall be made
to the Secretary General for consideration by the Committee
of Ten and thereafter be forwarded to the Biennial Convention.

2. Committee of Ten may, by a two-thirds majority vote, suspend
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any party of this constitution for purposes of expedience
andy only in the interest of the Association.

SECTION 17

HEADQUATERS

The Headquaters of the Association shall be situated in Johannesburg
or such other centre as the Biennial Convention may determined.

SECTION 18

AFFILIATION

1. The association may affiliate to any Black Organisation
that expouses the policy and interests of the association.

2. The subscription fee shall be R2,50 per person annually.

This payment shall be forwarded to Head-Office and R1,00
thereof may be requisitioned to the constituent branch.

SECTION 19

DISSOLUTION

1. In the event of the Association disbanding due to any
circumstances or agent, the President of the association shall
call and emergency meeting of the Committee of Ten and if possib
the Biennial Convention to deliberate upon the cause for
dissolution.

2. The Committee of Ten or Biennial Convention shall first
convince itself through legal advise that indeed the life
of the association is seriously endangered to the extent of
Warranting dissolution.

./15
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3. The Committee of Ten or Biennial Convention shall then
sell the existing property of the association to defray
costs and then apportion the remaining assets to Black
Organisation, of institutions whose aims and objects are
in consonant with those of the Association.

SECTION 20

INTERPRETATION
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RATANDA CIVIC REPRESENTATIVE ‘3[/
:ASSOCIATION:

DATE: 01 AUG. . 1984, VENUE: CHAMBER BOARD.

:NOTICE OF MEETING:

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Paul Sparks [Mokoena.
VICE CHAIRMAN: Mr., Jones Moagi.
SECRETARY: Mr. Daniel Nkosi.

Mr. Thomas Motsile.
Mr. Meshack Sehloho.
Mr. Andries Sebeko.

AGENTDA:

HOUSING FROBLEM.

High number of waiting list.
Last two blocks of Section were buit in 1968,

After a decade Rembrandt View followed of which was meant

for employees.

Sites were introduced with minimum of 18 months using ,shacks.
Projects of these sites was poor. e.g. No toilets,no sreet
lights, only water pumps were installed.Yards without fencing.

SEWERZAGE SYSTEM.

(a) The whole location without sewerage.

(b) Bucket system is unhygienic to the society.

(c) Night workers lack of supervision.

(4d) Sceptic tank of tractor is leaking most of the time.

That is why rate of patients is deterrorating.
ELECTRIFICATION.

ga) Failure of power due to weather condition.

b) Project which was proposed three years ago to electrify houses
was incomplete,only four lines were electrified.

(e) Due to the delay of installation,some people decided that they
shall arrange electrical contract to do the job.Total ammount
for wiring and tubing is R1000.00,plus R300.00 to the East
Rand Development Board (E.R.D.B).

(d) Half of location supplied with the main lights (4Apollo)whereas
half is not supplied.

(e) Telephone Exchange Station.

RECREATIONAL CENTRES.

(a)a

Creche,Cinema,Tennis Courts etc,incomplete Stadium, No sites
are allocated for the above area.

se o one ooocoo'oo/z
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ROAD CONSTRUCTION.

(a)
(v)

(e)
(d)

Main Road not complete tarred.
Main Road lights not installed.

Main Bus Rank without shelter and toiletse.

Obscured taxi ranke.
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NITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT
OF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES!
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TRANSVAAL
REGIONAL OFFICE

KHOTSO HOUSE

42 DE VILLIERS STREE
JOHANNESBURG
P.O. BOX 10366

TEL: 29-1916

29-1917

1984/10726

TO ALL AFFILIATES

FROM FINANCIAL COMMITTEE

Cear Comrades

As you are aware UDF (TVL) isin debt to the tune of approximately R17 000.
At the general council meeting on the 20th October 1984,a financial
committee was forned to work oncfinances and ways of fundraising.

This committee has now met. One of its recommendations is that area
committees deal with fund raising as one of their primary tasks.

We propose that this issue be raised at one of your next . /meeting

and fund raising activities be planned.

Some ideas for fund raising have been forthcoming are the followings:

Concerts
Movies, drive inn show

Fates
Cake sales outside individuals shopping centre, getting contributions

from affiliates in your areas.

Having set out a programme of activities, a delegate from each area
committee is requested to attend a meeting with the financial committee
on the 13th November at 5.15pm. at Khotso house.

The urgency of this matter can no longer be overstated. Fundraising
work is of absolute importance. Together we can rease this debt
and put our finances in healthy position.

Yours faithfully

Presidents: Oscar Mpetha, Albertina Sisulu, Archie Cumede National Treasurers: Cassim Saloojee, Mewa Ramgabin
Bigidee Chyd 7% &ifen & CRgaFSRigoyi0gramme RAIGHNPAb NG SeErQavy0 MERIgHIITerkbtv bekityof Pretoria, 2018.
. Border President: Steve Tchwets National Secretarv: Pooo Molefe
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT
UDF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES!

NATIONAL OFFICE

KHOTSO HOUSE
42 DE VILUIERS STREE

JOHANNESBURG

P.O. BOX 10366

TEL: 29-1916

29-1977
CIRCULAR TO THE TRANSVAAL SECRETARIES @

0
CIKCUMSTANCES SURRQUNDING THE VISIT OF DONALD ANDERSON 7
f

1. The decision by the Durban 6 to move into the British Consulate has 3/4/

caused an international furore. The British government came under
heavy fire for its handling of the situation and its attempts at
'quiet diplomacy' with South Africa. Simalarly, the South African
government has been messed up to some extent internationally.

2. The British Labour Party had been part of the attack on the Thatcher
government. It had thus through its leader, Neil Kinnock, sent Donald
Anderson to South Africa on a 'fact- finding mission'.

3. Anderson's mandate was to collect facts relating to the consulate saga
and the broader issue viz., detention without trial.

4, This was primarily the reason for his visit.

5. The other issue currently topical abroad is the siuation in the Vaal
Triangle. Mr Anderson thus requested to acquaint himself with this situation.

6. It was thus that Mr Anderson had requested a visit to the Transvaal through
the legal representatives for the 'Durban 6'.

7. This request was communicated to comrades in the Transvaal on his arrival
in South Africa on Sunday 14 October.

8. An itenarary was arranged for his Transvaal visit by persons in the Trans-
vaal office. This included i) an opportunity to meet represertatives of
Transvaal-based affiliates. It was felt that a supper would fulfill this need
ii) meeting the families of detainees and also the Descom iii) a visit to
Sowto and iv) a visit to the Vaal.

9. Since Mr Anderson's visit had attracted so much publicity, he had arranged

a press conference at the termination of his S A visit viz on Wednesday L
afternoon. 3
NDQ/
10. Some general points about the visit: \
10.1 Anderson's discussion with people in Soweto and the Vaal had clearly ;%\
altered his perception of the struggle in South Africa. By his own ﬂ\

admission he now understands more clearly the difference between national
democratic and civil rights tsruggles. He accepts (possibly with his own
reservations) that our struggle is not a civil rights tsruggle.
10.2 Undoubtedly, his exposure to the reality of life in S. A. will have a
lasting effect on the further isolation of the South African government é;g)
- which will be advantageous to the struggle.
10.3 Every bit of international mileage makes it increasingly more difficult}#/ﬂ)}@
for the state to ban the WOF. =~ _
l10.4 Certain persons have claimed that the appearance on SATV news is a viola-
\ tion of UDF nolicv. There is a maior difference between participation in
| a programme on SATV and that of a press conference situation. Whilst the
g appearance on SATV was unfortunate, it does not constitute a violation of
- UDF policy.
o

I
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2.2.2 PEOPLE'S WEEKEND
That the NEC has declared the weekend of the 27th
to the 28th the peoples weekend, to focus on the
repression. The suggested slogan is "LONG LIVE
UDF BAN APARTHEID".

2.2.3 UNIONS
The head office will write to all head offices of
the unions to draw their attention to the threat
issued by Mr. Louis Legranje
N

2.2.4 INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

The secretariat also looked into the question of
how to enlist the support of the international
world. The view was that the more international

publicity we generate the lesser possibilites
of the UDF ban. The concesus was that regions
should brief the embasies about the situations
in our country.

2.2.5 MEDIA
The regions were asked to have lead articles
: on sympathetic newspapers. To produce media
: to draw people's attention on the peoples weekend

|
0\*25 Western Cape agreed to produce stickers provide
regions pay for them in advance.

2.2.6 FINANCE
Regions were sked to reduce reliancy on the
head office for funds.

2.2.7 IvY
Regions were requsted to have meetings with youth
organisations and students organisations to make
arrangements for this event. It was suggested
that youth meeting focusing on the IYY be held
in Kimberly on the 10 November 1984 during the
NEC meeting.

2.2.8 BY ELECTIONS

Regions were asked to check when the bye-elections
will'Be held, so as to look into how UDF will respond
to these elections.

i 2.2.9 SACOS
SACOC requsted a meeting with the UDF to look into
areas of co - oporations.

2.2.10 PREPARATIONS FOR NEC WORKSHOP

The NEC wi1l have the work shop on the 10 to 11th
November to look into the question of the future
of the FRONT. This will depend largely on the
regional feed backs.

PSSO N

2.2.11  MATTERS ARISING

The genral coucil agreed that area committees should

Took into what they could d

0 in theie respecti -
for the peoples weekend. pective areas

IO TS DU S
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10.

ANTI REPRESSION

8.1 Prof. Mohamed presented a report as Barbara Creecy was not in
the meeting. The report was as follows:

8.2 That DESCOM is p3anning a meeting either in the Vaal area
or in any other area that is in crisis situation. A1l affiliates
are invited to bring delegates to the meeting.

8.3 UNIONS

Unions rei?ted that they wanted to focus on the harrasment as
a number of trade unionist are also involved in the detentions
and harrasments. They were asked to co ordinate their efforts
with the Anti repression Committe above.

ANDERSONS'S VISIT

T. Manuel the acting national secretary was to prepare and present
a report on teMr, Andersons's visit. He did prepare a report to
be presented however he was not present in the meeting.

The general council meeting felt that this was not sufficient more
information is left out.

The general council felt that there is a need to work shop the resolution
taken at the national launch against imperialism *in order to reach
a common understanding on this issue.
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EVALUATION COMMITTEE REPORT TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 84/10/20

1.

AREA COMMITTEES FORMED

JOHANNESBURG, SOWETQ, LENZ AND ELDORADO PARK, PRETORIA, W. RAND, E. RAND.
AREA COMMITTEES TO BE FORMED

VAAL, WWESTERN TRABSVAAL ,AND THE NORTHERB TRANSVAAL.
UNIFORMITY IN STRUCTURES IS NEEDED.

WE SEE THIS DEVELOPMENT AS LEADING TO THE CREATION OF NEW EXECUTIVE.

WE HOPE TO ESTABLISH ALL THESE AREA COMMITTEES, AND WORK OUT REPRESENTATION
FOR THEM INTO THE NEW EXECUTIVE. ALL THE DETAILS NEED TO BE WORKED OUT
AND MUST BE SEEN AS A PROCESS.

BEFORE ELECTION, THE UDF TRANSVAAL NEEDS A NEW CONSTITUTION. WE SEE THE
NEED -:

* FOR A WORK SHOP.TQ BE HELD IN DECEMBER.
* ELECTIONS TC BE TAKE PLACE IN JANUARY.

IN ORDER TO FACILIATATE WORK

AREA COMMITTEES TO MEET ON MONDAYS.
EACH AREA COMMITTEE TO APPOINT ONE REP. FOR A MEETING ON THURSDAY.

o [¥7
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Mr, T,M.Maonthata
Secrctary - Committee of Ten
c/o Khotso House
42 De Villicrs Street
JOHAN: . ESBURG
2000
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THE MAGGIE MAGABA TRUST ¢ 2

TRUSTEES

ELLEN KUZWAYO
MACDALENE MOKGCATHA
SALLY MOTLANA

JOYCE SEROKE

SECRETARY/ TREASURER
PRISCILLA HLOMUKA

m

Mr., T. Muanthata

Secrz.ary - Comuit

¢/o YHOTSO EnUSZ

P.O.BOX 31580
BRAAMFONTEIN
JOHANNESBURG 2017
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
TELEPHONE: 39-8212

7T ST YTTY, T

TEE1(Chad rm:
TILITHSUD: 27,3251 (Chairman)

22nd Arril, 1

(V]
'3
.

L2 De Villiers Streset
CEAM ZI53ZURG 2000
Dzar Mr., Manthata,

This is a rznly to your lettizr dated 1i.%4.83,vwhersin

your Committee aprlies for for Mr Thapeui's fanily, at 100304 Midnmhlovpe,

The Trust will meet the Tirst or second w:ek in Mcy. The uncertzinty

There is no doubt the Thapeai family is in a disturbibg situation.

0]

I hope and trust the position does nct become worse before they resceive
ascsistancs,.

This letter aznlying

on noliday.

or Mr Thanedi's assistance found me avay
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THE MINUTES OF THE SCA INTER-BRANCH MEETING HELD ON -7
THE 5TH AUGUST, 1984 AT THE DUBE CHAPEL: é;

CHAIRMAN: Mr. I. Mogase

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

(a) The Anti-Tricameral election document:

It was read and adopted as the one SCA document.

The Committee responsible for the campaign against the election was
mandated to continue with the arrangements for the meeting of the
Transvaal Civic Association delegates on the 11 August 1984 and the
relevant publications.

(b) The letter from PUTCO on the fare increase:

DIEPKLOOF BRANCH: Reported that it had assigned a special group to
study the letter and write a letter of acknowledgement to the company.
The branch reported further that it is holding housing meetings to
discuss the implications of the increase. It was suggested that all
branches should respond to the PUTCO letter.

(c) PUTCO's invitation of Mogase to the Committee with the Councillors:

With this Committee the Company wants to give an impression that it
consults with the community when it increases the fares and on other
related issues.

The meeting noted that the Committee is expressly to approve what the
Company has resolved to do unilaterally. The meeting noted with dis-
gust that the Company lumps the Association with the Community Councils.
The sponsorship of the Amazuiu by the same PUTCO that claims to be run-
ning at a loss was noted with concern.

(d) PUTCO practices and possible contact with the Company.

(i) ACCIDENTS: They seem to be common day occurences which are a
threat to the commuters and other road users.

(i1) RESPONSE TO TIME: It is undependable. These and other related
abnormalities seem not to be exclusively resting with the drivers.
The company subjects the drivers to maximizing turn-about time.

The meeting recommends discussions with the trade-uion of the bus-
drivers rather than with the Company.

RENT INCREASES:

Tha meeting needed specific amounts of increases. The R11-00 flat rate for
water demands utmost vigilance of the SCA in areas where meters are installed
and yet the changes in payments not taken into account. The branches should
guide the residents to demand dropping of the R11 flat rate where the water
is metered and pay according to the meter reading.

Further the branches should teach the residents how to read the meters.
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The practices of the Council offices to announce the rent increases to the people
at the offices when the people pay the monthly rents was strongly condemned.

It is construed as naked victimization of and confrontational with the residents.
Challenges of these nature can only lead to unrests. The meeting decided to seek
legal redress. The meeting concluded that agencies like the Black Sash be con-
tacted to establish whether there can be a legal channel of forcing the Council
to publicise the rent increases in a manner the residents can respond before the
due date of the increases.

Assessment of the value of houses in Diepkloof Zone 4 Ext. by the Diepmeadow
Council with the view of raising the rents accordingly.

The meeting scoffed at the idea, as the concept of raising the rents is based
on the value of the area.

RESOURCE CENTRES/OFFICES:

Diepkloof announced its St. Margret Catholic Church Zone 3 Diepkloof.
AMOS MASONDO'S DETENTION:

The meeting expressed strong feelings condemning the SCA's Secretariat to have
been quiet on detention. The Secretary reported of his efforts with the
Sowetan, Mail & Star, which seemed to have all failed as no publicity of the
Association's concern was ever given pubkicitys Further the secretary reported
of about his visits to Mr. Masondo's home.

ANNOUNCEMENTS :

The Orlando branch's public meeting at 1p.m. at the NGKA in Orlando East the
same day.

The Federation of the Women of S.A.'s meeting at the Dube Y Centre, at 1p.m.
the same day.
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The Cormmittee of Ten

¢/u Khotso House

42 De Villiers Street
JUHANNESBLUIRG

20001

Telephore : 29-7251 to ®
1994/10/17

e s e Toll

The General Secretary ]é
UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT

P.0. BOX 10366 V/?
JOHANNESBURG %ﬂ}

2000 Re: Application for Affiliation

Dear Friends

The Soweto Civic Association agreed at its Inter Branch meeting,i.e. meeting
of the delegates of the Soweto Civic Association.branches held on the 14th
October 1984 to affiliate to the UNITED DEMOCRATIC FROlegééifffiili

Should our application be accepted our permanent delegates to the UDF general
council meeting are as the following. Cde. Isaac Mogase and Cde H. Jada.

Yours in the struggle

HATA (SECRETARY)

‘ZQL T.

Members
Or. fioH. Motlar v fChairm . ) b LaMe Soe Tedis Moo LML Marhnababoes
i Tl RO T SPLEER £ G S &

bt e M WL itan

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



AX e

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



SOWETO YOUTH CONGRESS
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Soweto Youth Congress
c/o Methodist Youth Centre
P.0. Jabavu

27 September 1984 '
SoWeTo Ciulc ASS. e ¥

Comrades

g/ 17

Your organisation is invited to a plannery meeting of the UDF Area Committee.
This follows a meeting called by the UGF evaluation commission where SQYCO
was mandated to convene this plannery meeting.

The meeting will specifically look into the following:

1. Formation of an area committee (UDF)

2. Improving communication amomgst our organisation in SOWETO.
3. Other issues.

The meeting will be held at:

VENUE : Methodist Youth Centre (C.W.J.)

DATE : Wednesday the 3rd October 1984

TIME : 6.00 pm

Please send at least 2 delegates. The success of this meeting depends on your
participation.

Yours in the Struggle

(GODFREY MOKATE; PUBLICITY SECRETARY)

Emokad o
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Minutes of the SCA Meeting held on the 8th April 1984
at the Dube Ex-Servicemen Memorial Chapel

PRESENT: Name

Branch

Address

1. T. Manthata Orlando West 6937 Orlando WEst

2. J. Kekana Diepkloof 6218B Diepkloof

3. Khehla White City 396A W/C/J

4. Amos Senaoane 824 Senaoane

5. Mahlaule Orlando East 3593 Orlando East

6. E. Thapedi Tladi 1898 Tladi

7. W. Mahlalela Chaiwelo 1898 Chaiwelo

8. N. Ramokgopa Naledi 2747 Naledi Ext

9. P. Mogopa Diepkloof 1746B Zone 2
10. V. Mogane Tladi/Moletsane 1607 Moletsane
11. W.S. Magcai Diepkloof 2593 Zone 2
12. M. Morobe Orlando East
13. 1I. Mogase Diepkloof 4730B Zone 4
14, W. Malepa Moletsane 2068 Moletsane
15. I. Mkhabela Moletsane 2088 Moletsane

16. S.S. Dlakani

Orlando East

4505 OrlandoEE

17. E.L. Makhetha Dube Village 1443 Dube
18. A.M. Ndala Meadowlands
19. N.MMotlana Dube 1401 Dube

CHAIRMAN: Mr A. Masondo

MINUTES: Minutes of the meeting of the 25th March 1984 were read.
Ommissions: Omitted in the minutes of the meeting of the 25 ultimo
were:

i) Most branches are unable to organise and retain potential

members due to lack of membership cards.

And consequently

ii) It was agreed that Mr Hoveni contact Mr Johny Motata to collect
membership cards.

MATTERS ARISING

1. Membership Cards: The absence of Mr Hoveni at this meeting necessitating
greater concern in the wake of lack of a report on the mandate given to
hime to collect cards from Mr Motata.

The meeting noted that it shall need +=500 membership cards on a stop gap
basis. It was suggested that with the 3 or so procurable cards the secretary
and/or chairman, Dr N.H. Motlana, should call at a printer's shop for a
quotation to print the estimated number. The treasurer would then be
informed of the quotation and he in turn to show cause why there may not be
funds to pay.

To prepare for the worst from the treasurer, namely, that there are no
funds, it was suggested that a pledge for RI0 from either the individual or
branch be made. The chairman, Dr N.H. Motlana, however, requested to be
given time to check with the bank first.

It was concluded that the €@hairman, Dr Motlana, would communicate with

Mr N.M. Ramokgopa his findings with the bank.

2, Dube: Mr Makhetha reported tabout his contact with some ladies in Dube.
He was furnished with names of people who have shown willingness to be
members of the SCA and to organise for it. Dr N.H. Motlana suggested the
likelihood of an immediate house meeting with the suggested people.
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3. Diepkloof: Mr Mogase, chairman of the branch announced the public meeting
of the branch to be held that day at St James Anglican Church, Zone 3,
Diepkloof at 2 p.m.

4. Education Crisis: It was reported that the Committee of 7 continues
meeting preparing for a continuation meeting to be held on the 28th
April 1984,

OTHER MATTERS

1. Correspondence: It was maintained that correspondence directed to the SCA

is both never read nor responded to. Members belonging to both SCA and -
. . . 1,?_1,

other organisations felt very strongly about this. It was however agreed /:
that correspondence should be handled first by the Executive Committee;
that on receipt of correspondence the secretary should intimate the
chairman, Dr Motlana about it and the two should then strive to convene
a meeting of the Executive Committee where the matter would be considered.

2. Branch Reports

(a) Chiawelo: Mrs Mahlalda reported about the branch's problem to find
a venue for public meetings. She, however, raised the meeting's
hope when she promised to contact Rev J. Tshawane of the Swiss Mission
which was a traditional venue.

(b) Meadowlands: It was reported that the branch holds house meetings
twice a week. For public meetings the branch is breaking virgin soil
by applying to the Catholic Church at Zone 2 siace confusion still
reigns with the old venues, namely the Lutheran Churches at Zone 2
and Zone 9.

(c) Naledi: It was reported that the area is divided into Naledi Extension

and the Old Naledi for the convenience of membership to attend meetings.
TThe branch discusses thorny issues like Local Authorities Act, etc.

Further it has resorted into a campaign to identify old and new members.

(d) Emndeni: No report.

(e) Tladi: Vincent and Ishmael Mkhabela are to work together to revive
the Tladi-Moletsane branch. Concern was expressed about these two
areas as they once were promising branches.

(f) Jabulani:- No report.

(g) Mapetla: Mr Masondo reported on the likelihood of combining Mapetla
Extension, Phiri and Chiawelo Extension for a public meeting.

(h) Moroka: No report.

(i) White City — CWJ: No report. .
éiz>

An announcement of the UDF Seminar on Education for the 27-29 April 1984 was

made 7?/2/f

NEXT MEETING: The date for the next meeting 29 April 1984.

The meeting closed.
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PRESENT:

Meeting of the 25th March 1984 held at the Ex—-Service
Men Memorial Chapel, Dube

Name

T. Manthata

Branch/Organisation

Orlando West

Address
6937 Orl. West

D. Thathe Orlando West 10099 Orl. West II
P. Lephunya Naledi 2260A Naledi

N. Ramokgadi Naledi 2747 Naledi Ext
S. Ramogase Orlando 4730B Diepkloof
G. Hoveni Chiawelo 639 Chiawelo

H. Jada Pimville 8419 Zone 6

M. Makhubedu Pimville 8108A Zone 6

L. Nongo Klipspruit 620 Klipspruit
J. Mazibuko Pimville 8123B Zone 6

N. Motlana Dube 1401 Dube

P.J. Kgasago Mofolo 982 Mofolo B
Eric Biepkloof 6405A Zone 4

N. Mogatusi Diepkloof 63 Deipkloof Ext
P. Pule Emdeni/Azapo Box 84, Chiawelo
N. Pooe Naledi 973B Naledi

M. Maruping Meadowlands 2328 Zone 9

E.L. Makhetha Dube 1443 Dube

L.M. Mathabathe Diepkloof 1458A Mofolo C
Sidney Temba Moletsane 2088 Moletsane
I. Mogase

Dr Motlana chajred the meeting.

MINUTES: Not available. but could remember some vital past issues namely:-

1. The Klipspruit Public Branch meeting held on the 1l1th March 1984: Mr Jada
reported on the following:-

i) An advice office at St Andrews Church. He appealed for the stationery

and furniture. The office functions on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Satur-
days. For more knowledge and expertise on how to run an advice office
he was advised to use the services of the personnels of the existing
advice offices - the Black Sash, Legal Resources, Law Clinic, Centre for
Applied Legal Studies,. etc. jg

ii) The meeting passed a resolution on Education, i.e. the need for a nationa
strategy on education to be drawn by Mr Fanyana Mazibuko, Rev F. Chikana
and Mr N. Mogatusi.

\ﬂ

¢!

iii) On PUTCO the meeting resolved to write a letter together with the Diep—
kloof branch to PUTCO. Further it was reported that the branch was
considering a delegation for a follow up of the letter.

Mr Jada reported that his branch does not operate on a formal committee
but a working force of proven workers.

vk

2. Diepkloof Meeting: to be held on the 8th April 1984,

The branch is monitoring the conditions of PUTCO shelters and its services
with the view of a meeting with cooperation the same way the Pimville branch
is doing. The branch teaches the residentsgabout water and electricity meter
reading. Meetings and talks are held and given at churches e.g.: 1 kiloliter
is at 24c and a household consumption per month is +- 8 kl and to this is
added R8 flat rate.

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



Meadowlands Branch Meeting: to be held on the 8th
and venue not fixed yet. The meeting is primarily for the revival of
the branch.

Q/
Meeting on Education held at the Fun%(Centre: on the 24th March 1984 (igf\

The meeting was attended by 18 organisations. Minutes are being typed.

It was reported that a committee of 7 members was elected to convene the

next meeting for a follow—~up and involvement of more organisations. The //27/Qé7
committee was further mandated to provide an agenda and an introductory

paper.

The meeting of the 24 March 1984 expressed concern about the active
school teachers' and inspectorates' absence at such vital meetings. The
chairman offered to speak to Mr Engelbrecht to allow the teachers to
attend should the committee of 7 deem it necessary. The seven are:

Mr L.M. Mathabathe, Mr L.S. Makhaphela, Mr S. Radaimane, Mr G. Nekota,
Rev F. Chikane, Mrs J. Seroke and Mr T. Manthata.

Branch Reports:

i) Orlando East: There was no delegate. A concern was expressed that
the branch has weakened with the end of the demolition of shacks.
It needs revival.

i1) Orlando West: David Thate reported. He maintained that the branch
now includes Meadowlands Zone 5.

iii) Dube: It was suggested that Mr Makhetha joins forces with Mr Sekgwale
for the revival of the branch.

iv) Mofolo: The chairman of the branch reported that the branch holds
fortnightly house meetings. The branch has no church halls for larger
public meetings. Presently the branch comprises Mofolo Central only.
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Ref.

NAME

No.. 0‘})09?3’

o..yori@eg}noo..osu\?“? “ \Sg'

sevececeee LERRE NN RN RNR RN N

900 0000 00000003000V 0P0RCOROIRNSREROICEEESROOESIOSEOIDOTDS

ADDRESS. ... KEONSALORS | TRODING HTORE

®006000c00 00 ........\QW.E

BOG

IEEREEREERXNENEE NN

TR0 PETEmRuURE

[2gi=]e]

N 0000000030800 000

HOME CIRCUMSTANCES:

QCCUPATION
NO OF H/HOLD
NO AT SCHOOL
NO WORKING
PARENTS

TOTAL INCOME =

HEAD OF H/HOUSE =

HATHER

“Teacner

§
.

|
MGTHER

£199 o9

SCHOLASTIC RECORD:

JUNE REPORT: Serws 0 ], Ens 32 ) Af 3§,

Acccunt.

€19, O. Shudies 55 §, 5 Saexe 6]

HaTtws ;3 75
CLASS POSITION: 33
STANINE: ENGV. Engs. Non-Verb, Arith, Afrik. Afr.S5 WNon-Verb, Total /53
BURSARY REQUIRED: STo. =1 7.¢. oovRe.y — QA
INSTITUTION: HOoBE  MARIA  tGH  SCHcoL
PRsaTte 8AG 1824
PieTersaulre
C1co
AMOUNT: R 3c¢co.co

OTHER BURSARIES: Fe¢. MR- - Hesas -

TESTIMONIAL: PRINCIPAL = HARD werNG, oy Gecd

MINISTER OF RELIGION

HARD WOCRKING.

CONDULE ARD 1

= Fuu ®EMCER Cf MM BEUANGELICAL CHULERCH.

PEsERLILC  PueiL,

SHE ™ obEdieT AWND

COMMITTEE COMMENTS:

ABF 22

07.09,1981
/dr

DECISION:
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Ref. Noooanodusoo.ooouocaono Ageoooo-...ozzoo-ooccoooooo.o.. SOXeooeN@lBeooesssesesasccaes

NAME s Piagt Maby Mokal

ADDRESS.. 2.0 .398tvelds 1064

vo ey b Ay -

LRI TP T RNT PRy g s

HOME CIRCUMSTANCES: HEAD OF H/HOUSE = Mother
OCCUPATION =
NO OF H/HOLD = 9
NO AT SCHOOL = 2
NO WORKING = Nil
PARENTS a fMother

TOTAL INCOME

SCHOLASTIC RECOROD:

JUNE REPORT: N. Sotho 89% Afri. 62% Eng. 68% Math. 65% S. Studias 62% G, Scisnce 7
R. EducationS4%
CLASS POSITION: 2

STANINE: ENGV. Engs. Non-Verb. Arith. Afrik. Afr.S Non-Verb. Total /63

BURSARY REQUIRED: Std;?

INSTITUTION: Lobsthal School
Private Bag x1555
Middlebyrg
1050

AMOUNT: R S55.50c

OTHER BURSARIES: Std 7 Std 8 Std J.C. Matric 1 Matric 11

TESTIMONIAL: PRINCIPAL = A very promising applicant and very highly recommended

MINISTER OF RELIGION = Hard working and has passed write through. I recommend
very highly.

COMMITTEE COMMENTS: DECISION:

ABF 22
07.09.1981

/dr
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Minutes of the SCA Meeting held on the 13th May 1984
at the Dube Ex-Servicemen Memorial Chapel

PRESENT: Name Branch Address

1. T. Manthata Orlando West 6937 Orlando West

2. N. Mogatusi Diepkloof 63 Diepkloof Ext.

3. A. Masondo Senaoane 824 Senaoane

4. J. Kekana Diepkloof 6218B Diepkloof

5. V. Mogane Tladi/Moletsane 1607 Moletsane

6. N. Ramokgopa Naledi 2747 Naledi

7. E. Molobi Pimville (Klips.) 2814 Zone 2

8. E.P. Kgasago 928 Mofolo

9. J. Mpalweni 996 Mofolo Central

10. K. Shubane 396A W/C/J

11. P. Lepeya Naledi 2260A Naledi

12. C. Tlhale 1346 Tladi

13. E. Thapedi 1898 Tladi

14, S. Molekane Jabavu 895 C.W.J.

15. P. Molefe 1764B Zone 2, DK

16. Dr N.H. Motlana Dube 1401 Dube
CHATRMAN: Mr A. Masondo

MINUTES: The secretary read a draft as the prepared minutes were sent tfor
typing.

MATTERS ARISING:

1. The RIO pledge for printing the membership cards: This was no longer
necessary as Mr N.M. Ramokgopa and Shasha retrieved the cards from Mr
Motata.

A discussion followed regarding the distribution of the funds accruing
from the membership cards. There was confusion whether part of the money
said to be for the branch should not actually be left to the branches.
This meant that branches should have banking accounts of their own,
distinct from the Association's.

It was, however, agreed that funds should remain centralised in one
banking account under the Executive Committee, as before.

As the control of funds is a constitutional matter, it was realised

that most branches and/or members are ignorant of the comstitution. It
was suggested and agreed that branches should have copies of the comnstitution
with them to the fortnightly meetings.

Branch Reports

Mofolo: Reported that it will hold its public meeting on the 2oth instant
in the Salvation Army Hostel hall. The brmnch's secretary, Mr Mbalweni, was
introduced.

Diepkloof: It reported its meetings with the WRAB and PUTCO officials as
mandated by the branch's public meeting. The branch extended invitation to
members of the SCA who would be able to attend such meetings, e.g. the meeting
of the 16th instant with PUTCO.

The branch reported that on the 20th instant it will be rumning a series or
meetings in almost every zone on various matters in preparation for a report-
back public meeting on the 27th instant.
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#he~branch expressed a desire to be clarified on the following:-
p (a) The chairman's, Dr Motlana's.press and TV statement on foreign investment.
27%7 ;7(b) The stand of the Association regarding membership to the UDF.

(¢) The financial report of the recent fund raising braai.
(d) The state of the Action Committee which was elected at the beinning of
the year.

At this time the meeting was behind time. The hall had to be vacated for the
Church groups. The meeting adjourned outside. Since the chairman, Dr Motlana,
has joined us, the statement of foreign investment was brought under discussion.

The draft that was prepared by Dr Motlana together with the Executive Committee
was read and accepted in principle.

It suggested that it be improved and issued in two forms, i.e. a full copy and
an abridged one.

The full text is to be given to the branches and the abridged one to the press.
It was agreed that for press publicity it should be given to Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu
for the Sowetan Mirror.

Regarding a policy statement on foreign investment and other crucial issues it
was agreed that only the AGM is empowered to do so and that the inter-branch
together with the Executive Committee can provide interim measures.,

It was consequently agreed that the SCA shall avoid and refuse to release
anything or talk to the SABC and/or its TV.
The following announcements were made:—

i) Invitation to Leandra tg a prayer service by the Leandra Action Committee
on the 20th instant at 10 a.m.

ii) The leadership seminar by the SCA for the week-end 8-10 June 1984 in Wil-
ge gespruit for the branches. It was agreed that at least the chairman and
secretary from each branch should attend.

NEXT MEETING: Date of the next meeting: 27th May 1984 at the Dube Ex-Servicemen
Memorial Chapel.

— e —m— — -
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2nd August 1984.
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Dear Comrade(s)

INVITATION 70O A PROTEST CONFERENCE AND RALLY IN SOWETO.

You are invited to attend a "protest" conference and rally b(
Civic Associations/Organizations and representatives of .rural
and resetlement areas té be held at the ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
in PHIRI, SOWETO, on the \3dth Auqust 1984, starting from
lla.m. to 3p.m. L

The Protest Conference will consist of two sessions. The
first session will be a business session to adopt a, pesition
statementhn the ‘Coloured-Indian’ elections and the New Const-
itution. The Statement will then be read in the second part
of the meeting which shall take the form~of a Rally.

The aim here is to "raise" the "vaoice" of those affected by
the Bantustan System and the Black Local Authorities which

are the basis for the New Constitution. To register qhessage
that participating in these eleigions(New System) is accepti-
ng an¢ endorsing the pain and“miSE¥{Jof the oppressed majori-
ty in the country. We want to make a decision as to what we
should do with the Hendrickse's and the Rajbansi's who claim
that they are going to represent 'Africans' in the New System.

The Draft Position Statement is enclosed for your considerat-
ion and suggestiocns. Please Telephone the office of Rev. f.
Chikane at 339-2513 (011) for ammendments and additions to
the Statement before or on Thursday the 9th August 1984.

DO COME TO THIS HISTORICAL DAY THAT WILL TURN THE TIDE AGA%
INST THIS EVIL SYSTEM AND THE PARTICIPANTS THEREOF.

YOURS S

——

NK CHIKANE . ¢
(On behalf of t&= e Civic Associations in the Witwatersrand)

Ceo- B. M Moetla—a
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PROPOSED POSITION STATEMENT ON THE "COLOURED INDIAN"

ELECTION FOR THE TRICAMERAL PARLIAMENT.

We, the confined majority within the ghettos and deserts of
this our motherland through the inhuman and unjust laws of

this Apartheid Regime executed through the Apartheid Courts,
police and the army. Ve, the confined majority within 13%
of the land in the barren Bantustans (and so called independent

national states), resulting in the loss of our citizenship and
thus becaming foreigners in the land of our birth, noting:
(1) That the New Constitution of South Africa as endarsed by

the white minority at the November 2nd 1983 referendum is
based on this brutal act of confining us into the Bantustan

by force after the long and painful process of dispossession.

(2) That this New Constitution is found on the pain and suffering
and even unto death, of about 3 million Africans who have
been forcefully remaoved and relocated to complete the
confinement of the African majority, thus paving paving a

way for the New Constitution.

(3) That this Constitution is based on the success of the Apartheid
Regime in confining the African majority within the Bantustans
and proclaimed "white" areas through the racist influx control

which has resulted in the prosecution of millions of our
people (at a rate of more than 500 people per day in 1982)
in the Apartheid Courts of the Racist Regime with many
serving jail sentences and cthers "deported" to the said

Bantustans.
(4) That thousands of our people have been brutally killed and
some tortured to death others maimed by the police force and

army of this Apartheid Regime for rejecting and resisting

Apartheid.
(5) That many of our leaders are languishing in Jall and many others
have served long (and short) sentences in the Apartheid

Prisons resisting this Apartheid Regime.

- — . . e ST et e i e - s e e 8% = dme. et et e i+ e e e e
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We therefore wish to declare to all Scuth Africans (both White

and

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)

Black) and to the world at large.

That there will never be peace in South Africa as long
as the majority of the oppressed is not involved in
determining their own destiny but confined in a brutal
way to 13% of the land.

That those who have chosen to participate in the racist

Tri-Cameral Parliament have henceforth crossed the battle
line (like all participants in the Bantustan System and the

Black lacal rautharities) to join' the white minority in the

oppression of the Black Majority.

That all those who are going to put their vote on August
22nd and 27th shall also be declaring their side with

the enemy against the oppressed majority and thus will
be taking the blame for the evils of this system as

perpetrated against the defenceless majority and also
for the blood that will be shed in South Africa after

August 1984.

We further wish to warn, in the strongest possible terms,
Hendrickse and Rajbansi and their parties to stop the

crime of saying they are going into the system to repre-
sent Africans when they are doing so for their own per-

sonal gains. We want to make it clear that we do not

need their representation. We are here to represent
ourselves, our leaders are here to represent us, they

are languishing in prison.

We express nevertheless our confidence in our brothers and

sigsters in bath the Coloured and Indian communities that they

will never abondon our long tradition of suffering—and strug-
gling together, and that they will refuse to be co-opted to
the system on the election-day by staying away from the polls

in gg'idarity with the oppressed.
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Institute For Contextual Theology

15t Floor
Portland Place

37 Jorissen Street
Braamfontein
2001

30th January 1985

Dear friend

P.O. Box 32047
Braamfontein

2017

South Africa

Tel. {011) 339-2513/{_-'2,

Due to the enormous cost involved in producing this report we would

appreciate a donation of R8.00 to meet our expenditure.

Yours sincerely

Gl
D.M. Ramodibe (Mrs)

Administrative Secretory

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.
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prefized to 'theology' because for the past 117 years 'hlackness'

in this country has been the symbol of economic, class exploication.

That prefix emphasises this crucial point, which no black can forget
in a hurry.

No, not yet adieu! but bienvenu, BLACK THEOLOGY!
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Dear Comrade(s)

INVITATION TO A PROTEST CONFERENCE AND RALLY IN SOWETO.

You are invited to attend a "protest" conference and rally of
Civic Associations/Organizations and representatives of rural
and resetlement areas toc be held at the ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
in PHIRI, SOWETO, on the \&th August 1984, starting from
lla.m. to 3p.m.

The Protest Conference will consist of two sessions. The
first session will be a business session to adopt a position
statemen@bn the ‘Coloured-Indian’ elections and the New Const-
itution. The Statement will then be read in the second part
of the meeting which shall take the form of a Rally.

The aim here is ta "raise" the "voice" of those affected by
the Bantustan System and the Black Local Authorities which

are the basis for the New Constitution. To register qhessage
that participating in these eleigions(New System) is accepti-
ng an¢ endorsing the pain andSMiSet¥yJof the oppressed majori-
ty in the country. We want to make a decision as to what we
should do with the Hendrickse's and the Rajbansi's who claim
that they are going to represent 'Africans' in the New System.

The Draft Position Statement is enclosed for your considerat-
ion and suggestions. Please Telephone the office of Rev. F.
Chikane at 339-2513 (01l1) f£or ammendments and additions to
the Statement before or on Thursday the 9th August 1984.

DO COME TO THIS HISTORICAL DAY THAT WILL TURN THE TIDE AGA=-
INST THIS EVIL SYSTEM AND THE PARTICIPANTS THEREGF.

YOURS S Y

=

FRANK CHIKANE
(On behalf of &&= e Civic Associations in the Witwatersrand)
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FEDERATION OF SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN

ESAW- 5434 women unite against
[RO R i , ]

_ "WE STAND SHOULDER BOtha s new dea'

TO SHOULDER
mw&n mmig
Fo
¢oMMON STRUGGLE
m  ASAINST POVERT 13th July, 1984
BRIEN  RACE AND CLA
DISCRIMINATION"

FSAW
13 APRIL 54

foasavion OF 3 .A.
vome s

Dear Friends,

The Federation of South African Women has set up an interim Co-ordinating
Committee in the Transvaal. ‘lomen's groups from rural areas and around
the reef have been meeting regularly over the past few months.

Since this committee was started, we have had a successful rally at

Mamelodi.  The purpose was to pay tribute to  women in our strugqle
and to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Federation.

We have also had a workshop and it was at this workshop of w

omen's groups
that a program was drawn up for National Women's Day - Auqust, 9th.

We call on all women in our or anisations, in our women's grou s, to parti-
g g

cipate in making this program a success. Ue also ask for financial support
for this program.

On Saturday 21st July, at Khotso House at 10 a.m. we are convening a

meeting of all women's groups and women in our organisations generally.
The purpose is to co-ordinate activities and to plan together for Aug. 9.

We call on you to support us in our efforts,

PROGRAM FOR AUG. 9 - THEME:  WOMEN UNITE AGAINST BOTHA'S NEW DEAL

Thursday 9th of August Women will organise programs in their local areas

Friday 10th of Auqust Cultural program with the focus on women and

resistance. 4 pm at Khotso House

Women's rally - women against the constitution
Venue to be confirmed.

Sunday 11th of August
FORWARD AGAINST BOTHA'S PLANS

Mrs Mlangeni %‘Zﬂ"‘?‘——«

Federation of South African Women

we call our women
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

“Power does not grow out of the
barrel of a gun as Mao asserted,”

John M. Swomley, Jr. comments in Liberation
Ethics, a study of revolution, violence, and so-
cial change. His work advances a provocative
thesis—that the elements of value implied in
liberation are contravened by violent revolution
and that humanistic and lasting liberation re-
quires basic change in the social systems that
oppress men. Not men but social systems are
the enemy.

Using as examples the Russian, Chinese, Al-
gerian, and Cuban revolutions, Swomley argues
that violent revolution has traditionally been
romanticized in terms of its accomplishments,
with a consequent obscuring of its militaristic,
bureaucratic, and manipulative tendencies which
retard the fundamental reorientation of social
systems. Liberation Ethics analyzes the realities
of revolution, the results as opposed to the ini-
tial aims, and the effects of violence. It further
offers a redefinition of revolutionary goals and
strategies.

JOHN M. SWOMLEY, JR., professor of social
ethics at St. Paul School of Theology in Kansas
City, Missouri, holds a Ph.D. in political science
from the University of Colorado. He is the
author of The Military Establishment, Religion,
the State and the Schools, and American Empire.

THE MACMILLAN COMPANY
866 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022
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