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U'(J,· 'J ,:.v. 

J IY/ ~· '~v fc~'-''-- f.r:t 

POSITION STATEMENT ON THE 'COLOURED- INDIAN ELECTION 
FOR THE TRICAMERAL PARLIAMENT. 

\'le, representatives ef the Black t·lajority in the form of 

Civic Associations and Residents Organizations throughout 

t he R u r a 1 an d U r b an A r e as o f t he T r an s v a a 1 , i-n- t;.he. _.s..o -c a-ll e d 
~-·,,.I: >, 

'~frican' Townships. We the-majority confined to 13% of the 

land of S;~t~ -~frica, in the ~arren Bantustans:t~d~claring us 
1\ 

foreigners in the land of our birth. 

NOTING: 

(1) That the 'Coloured' and Indian people are being asked 

to participate in elections under the New Constitution 

of the White racist minority in South Africa. 

( 2) 

( 3) 

That the present gDvernment, representing whites 

is an illegruand an illegitimate government with no 

authority to make a constitution for the people of 

South Africa. 
~·l<t.""''' 

That this constitution excludes and confirms the denial 

of political rights to the African majority. 

(4) That such an exlusion of the African majority is part 

of a wider manisfestation of the total strategy of res­

tricting Africansto the Bantustans, through pass laws, 

( 5) 

7 

resettlement and suppressive state apparatus, to allow 
I'~ ' 

for the emergence of this racist constitution. 

That thousands of our people have been brutally killed 
.---~----··· ---~---~---..--. ____ .,.. ___ --·-·-----··- ·-·-------~--------··•"'"''-- ..... -----·------------ - ~- ------.---,..--~---- ... -.......... .-
and some tortured to death others maimed by the police 

-rGrce and army of this Apartheid Regime for rejecting 

an d r e s i s t i n g __ A_ p_~ ::_~_ ~ e i d . 

(6) That many of our leaders are languishing in jail and 

many others have served long {and short) sentences in 

the A p art he i d p r is o ns r e s i s t in g this ~fia r the i d Reg i me . 

WE THEREFORE WISH ALL SOUTH AFRICANS AND THE WORLD AT LARGE 

TO KNOW. 

q(l) That peace cannot be realized in South Africa until all 

the people in South Africa are allewed to determine their 
~ 
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own future after the destruction of Apartheid and the 

outlawing of all its manifestation. 
----------·--·--·- " .. ,_ 

£,(2) That there can be no resolution of South Africa's 

problems initiated b)! the r_~_<;ist Apartheid regime, and 

rubber-stamped by a bunch of puppets, whether these be 

in the Bantustans, or in the New Tricameral Parliament 

or even in the so-called 'Black Local Authorities' 

~- (3) That all those who choose to participate in this so-called 
------p~~- .. -·.----....--~---.... -..-M. 

New Constitution, like those in the Bantustans and B1ac~ 
j ( /. 
li..~t"'_ (. •._Jp . .:-~ 

Local Au thor.i.ti e s will hen_9_EL.f~r t,h .b.ec ome-!tQ_~}__e:_~-~ of the 

8 1-a-ek t+a j o r i t y in t-A-& v c o u n t r y . 
--•·--·r,.... ---~-----

,) (4) That all those who will vote in the elections of this 

racist constitution must be responsible for the passed 

crimes of the Apartheid system against the oppressed 

majority and will also bear responsibility for future 

laws of thq Apartheid State, lawsthat will not only 
~ "-t:~ ......... h....: . 

oppress and exploit the African majority but their own 

"Coloured" and Indian Communities. 

~ (5) That the implimentation of this New Constitution further 

endangers peace in our country and thus all participants 

in this New system will bear joint responsibility for due 

consequences that are likely to ensu~e out of it. 

FURTHERMORE WE WISH TO DECLARE 

That Hendrickse, Rajbansis and their counterparts have 

no right to claim to represent the African people. 

Vb<7) \·Je wish to reiterate that our true leaders are now in 

prison, in exile and in democratic people's orQaoization~ 

within the country. 

FINALLY 

We wish to express our confidence in our brothers and sisters 

3 I . .... . 
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in both the Indian and 'Coloured' communities,that having 

been part of a long tradition ofunfty,suffering and struggli-rtg 
,: .. ::·' :l-t-<){EL 1 .~ '-·i J~i _,-c ...... t·,~~-,.- 1 7 

together, will desert~& at this crucial hour of history, but 

will refuse to be co-opted into the Apartheid system. 

We are therefore confident that they will once again say; 

NO TO APARTHEID, NO TO HENDRICKSE AND RAJBANSI, NO TO 
COLLABORATION WITH THE ENEMY. BUT FORWARD TO AN UNFRAGMENTED -­__ ;::::zs 

FREE AND JUST SOUTH AFRICA. 
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---=--

A noes your organisation need help with media? 

~Do you need information for speeches, seminars 
and workshops? 

A What about post~rs and leaflets for your part in the 
Programme of Action? 

•. ,, t 'F ·=•£"r'dZ'f·U ·f''t-1 ;;; j?f'fj··@jff}tt!.f..'>-·. _;;wM_,e;: r=z:::t-···. ~et .-->,.4! •W-W-ffWA¥.J,.f'_,, t i!T'·:W·RttJ' 

E UDF wants to assist affiliates in upgrading and sharing skills. -E For this reason, TVL UDF has set up a media committee. Affiliates 

----------
----
------
---------------------
--... --------------------.... -

----------

are invited to: 

I. Send people to help the committee. 
2. ~ake use of the committee for training in media production. 

How the committee works: 

The committee works with affiliates rather than doing the job for 
them. In this way, skills are passed on and affiliates strengthened. 

Publications and media work takes time, and there are big demands 
on the media committee. So affiliates are asked to give as much 
advance notice 3S possible. 

Affiliates ~hould try to cover costs of any media they produce. 

What the committee offers: 

I. Research & training in research 

This concerns information for publications, seminars, speeches 
and house meetings. Topics covered are housing, Koornhof's laws, 
the constitution, conscription, and other matters relevant to UDF. 

The committee helps both with research and with training people 
to do research independently. 

2. "on the iob" training in producing media 

This covers writing, design, and production of 
a. A4 or AS size leaflets and handbills 
b. Newsletters. 
c •. Posters: Black-and-white A3 size 

Colour silkscreened posters 
Printed posters 

d. Banners, stickers, logos. 

3. Printing advice 

4. Decorations for meetings (posters and banners) 

5. UDF NEWS 

Suggestions and helpers from affiliates would be very welcome. 

6. Advice in dealing with the commercial press 

This covers the use of press statements and press conferences. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 

--

-------
--

-----
----
--

----. 
' 

·­-

.~llllllll~jjfd;uuan · UDF, fourth Floor, Khotso House, De Villiers Strc(!t, !oh;~nnesburg. IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHiilll;; 
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A CRITICAL ANALYSIS c.F THE DYNAMICS JF THE BLACK STRUGGLE 

IN SOUTH AFRICA AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR BLACK THEOLOGY 

by Lebamang J. Sebidi 

INT.?ODUCTION 

St. Francis Xavier 
Crawford, Cape Town 
lOth - 14th September, 1984 

The struggle or conflict that this paper is focusing on 
has now entered into its three hundred and thirty secondth 
year - 1652-1984. It has been a long and arduous conflict. 
And far from being a merely exciting academic.head-trip, 
or a fitting topic for some highfalutin, cerebral, palaver, 
this protracted struggle, in all its stark reality and 
immediacy, has already claimed thousands of human lives, 
particularly black human lives. The sixty seven that were 
left stone dead at the 1960 Sharpsville massacre (Gerhart 
1979:238) were but a long distant echo of the 1921 Bulhoek 
slaughter, where hundred and sixty three black Israelites 
were gratuitously mowed down by the sputtering rifle and 
machine powe~ of the South African police and the defence 
force unit (Roux 1948:136-7). This struggle has always 
been dead serious. 

The aim of this paper is, first of all, to give a brief 
historical survey of this struggle. This survey will 
then serve as a kind of backdrop against which an analysis 
of the nature of this three century saga will be attempted. 
An analysis, any analysis, is a process of understanding. 
Its goal is knowledge. But, unless one belonged to that 
Greek school of philosophers, who believed in the pursuit 
of knowledge for its own sake, the knowledge that accrues 
to one through the process_ of analysis is subservient to 
an evolution of practical solutions to life's problems. 

Analysis is akin to diagnosis in medical practice. The 

../ .-' -
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goal of diagnosis is prescription. In political parlance, 

the terms analysis and strategy are, broadly speaking, a 

rendition of diagnosis and prescription. A strategy or 
prescription which is not based on a sound analysis or 
diagnosis is at best 'dangerous whistling in the dark'. 
Analysis is important. This old Jewish proverb ca~ hardlybe 
bettered on this score: 

'If you don't know where you 
are going (diagnosis), any 

road will take you there (strategy)'. 

The paper will then attempt to show that since the early 

1970s the South African problematic has been subjected to 

two conflicti~ kinds of analysis. It will be seen that 
the dividing line between these two analytic paradigms 

approximates the line that cleaves black opposition in thiscountry 

into two seemingly irreconcilable ideological camps. This 
~s the so called RACE/CLASS debate. 

This debate will then be followed by an attempt at assessing 
or weighing the validity or non-validity of Black Theology 
in the light of the afore-mentioned debate. Finally a personal 
assessment will be made of the debate i~ question and of the 
status of Black Theology in the maelstrom of this debate. 

THE STRUGGLE: A PANORAMIC VIEW OF SOHE HISTOiUCAL LANDHARKS 

The con.flict between the Natives of this country and Euro­

peans, emigrant non-Africans, may be divided into four broad 

historical periods phases of the struggle: 

*The Khoisan phase 
*The Tribalistic phase 

*The Nationalistic phase, and 
*The Black Consciousness phase. 

We shall briefly look at each of these historical phases in 
turn. 
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THE KHOISAN PHASE: 17th CENTURY 

The term 'Khoisan' is used in recent scholarship to refer, 
collectively, to the so called 'Hottentots' and 'Bushmen'. 
The pejorative overtones traditionally associated with these 
latter terms are avoided by substituting 'Khoi' (or 'Khoikhoi) 
for Hottentots and 'San' for Bushmen (Davenport 1977:3). 

When the first permanent European settlement was put up at the 
Cape in 1652, it was the Khoisan group of South Africans which 
was destined to deal with this new, portentous encounter. 
As we all know, the elements of that encounter are the stock­
in-trade of every primary school history book. But what is 
often not ~iven sufficient emphasis and clarity is the fact 
that in the minds and eyes of the native Khoisan, the setting 
up of that Cape settlement was no more and no less than a 
blatant invasion of their native land by curly-haired and blue­
eyed, white-skinned foreigners. And against this foreign in­
vasion, the Khoisan were prepared to put up a fight. They 
resisted the usurpation of their land by means of at least 
two recorded wars. Richard Elphick captures the core of that 
Khoisan resentment and determination to fight as he writes: 

'As soon as the freeburghers put 
their hand to the plough the 
Peninsular Khoikhoi realised that 
the European presence at the Cape 
would be permanent and most probably 
expansive. The Khoikhoi resented not 
only the loss of exceptional pastures 
near Table Mountain, but also the way 
the new farms blocked their access to 
watering areas on the Cape Peninsula' 
(Elphick et al, ed. 1979:11-12). 

It is a matter of no little significance that the Khcikhoi were 

themselves pastoral farmers who kept cattle and sbeep and who, 

therefore, harboured a keen interest in the land, water and 
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pasturage. The Cape settlement community and the freeburghers 

also shared the selfsame interest. It is therefore the fron­

tiers of trade and agrarian expansion that quickly brought 
about a bitter conflict of interests: Khoikhoi interests vs 
W,1i te settler interests. As intimated above, contrary to 
popular South African history the Khoikhoi resisted: in 1659, 
led by a courageous and determined man by the name of Doman, 
the Khoi furiously attacked the seven-year old foreign settle­
ment, destroying its food supplies, its farms, and livestock. 
This was the first Khoikhoi-Dutch War. The indigenous people 
were defending their land, water and pasture against..incipient 
colonial expansion (Elphick et al, ed. 1979:12). The second 
Khotkhoi-Dutch War was led by the famous Gonnema and this 
war was waged intermittently between 1673 and 1677 when Gonne­
ma and his followers were finally brought to heel in the 
obviously unequal conflict. 

From this time onwards both the Khoi and the San were gradually, 
but inexorably incorporated into white society as farmhands, 
herders and kitchen servants. By the middle of the 1800s, 
these fascinating people, who lived so close to 'Mother Nature', 
were completely defeated and subjected to white rule(Davenport 

1977:26). 

There are two points that one would wish to mruce here, namely, 
that the Khoisan did not willingly submit to their systematic 
incorporation into foreign, white rule; and that the Khoisan 
economic base - land and cattle - was the bone of contention 
between these indigenous people and the white foreigners, right 
from the onset. 

This then was the 17th century phase of the black struggle 
for the land, water, and pasturage. The scene of the struggle 
was mainly in the North-Western Cape. 
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THE TRIBALISTIC PHASE: 18th C~~TURY MlD EARLY 19th CENTURY 

The dramatic events of the second phase of the black struggle 

were enacted mainly in the eastern frontier. The protagonists 
in the conflict, this time round, were the so called Bantu 
and the eastern vanguard of the white settler community in 
the Cape. The earliest recorded skirmish between Bantu and 
Boer was in 1702 - exactly a century and a half after the 
arrival of the Dromedaries, Reiger and Goodehope at the Cape 

in 1652 (MacMillan 1963:25). 

It is this longish time-span between the arrival of white 
foreigners at the Cape (1652) and their firs~ contact with 
the indigenous Bantu (1702) which has provided a basis for 
the popularisation of the thesis that : 

• ••• the Bantu-speakers arrived as immi­
grants on the highveld of the trans-Vaal 
at about the same time as the white men 
first settled in Table Bay' (Davenport 1977: 
5). 

But recent scholarship is diametrically opposed to this thesis. 
Radio-carbon dating, for instance, bears testimony to the 
fact that there were negroid iron age settlements in the trans­
Vaal as early as the fit'th century AD (Davenport 1977: 5). And 
if this is true, it means that the Bantu have a head-start of 
centuries in their occupancy and possession of this southern 
tip of Africa, relative to white occupancy and arrival. And 
as regards that .particular region called the Cape, the historian, 
MacMillan, has this to say: 

'Undoubtedly the tribes were in effective 
occupation down to the Fish River long 
before the Europeans. Williams, of the 
L.M.S, the first missionary to the 'kaffirs', 

took up residence at the "great place" of 

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



-6-

the paramount chief, Gaika, in 1816. 

The "great place" of a chief is not 

an outpost, and Williams' grave remains 
to show that Gaika was within three miles 
of the later Fort Beaufort, very near the 
Fish River. Even the outposts still further 
west in the Zuurveld must have been fairly 
strongly held' (MacMillan 1963: 25). 

The Bantu were here long before the turn of the 17th century. Now, 
_as in the case of the Khoi, the Bantu were pastoralists, with a 

keen interest in caltle and sheep. But over and above this, they 
were almost like the Boers in that they tilled the soil and were, 
therefore, less nomadic than the Khoi and San. It is these charac­
teristics of their economy - pastoral and agricultural - that were 
destined to initiate and fan some of the fiercest conflicts between 
Bantu and Boer on the eastern frontier, starting from the latter 
part of the 18th century. 

The eight or so wars that characterised this second phase of the 

struggle came down in liberal history as the 1 Kaffir Wars'. The 
first of these was in 1779 and the last in 1879 a hundred years 
~ between several clans of the black vanguard, Xhosas, in the 
eastern Cape, ancestors of a Mandela, Biko, Pityana and an Ntwasa, 

on the one hand, and the white settler communities, on the other 
hand. More often than not when there is talk about this period, 
the impression is given that the basic reason for this hundred 
year conflict was the fact that the Xhosas were bellicose savages, 
filled with lust for colonial c.at tle and an irrational desire 
to spill white Christian blood with their metal assegais, - in: 
short, an inevitable clash of two cultures, one superior and 
civilised, the other inferior and barbaric. The historian, C.W. 
de Kiewiet, provides us with a different version of this ferocious 
saga: 

'For the most part the wars were not caused by 

the inborn quarrelsomeness of sa~age and war-

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



-7-

like tribes, but by the keen competition 

of two groups, with very similar agricul­
turaland pastaral habits, for the possession 
of the most fertile and best-watered stretches 
of land' (de Kiewiet 1957: 74). 

Again as was the case in the first phase, in this second phase, 
the land was indisputably the issue. The indigenous people 
were dispossessed, sometimes by violent force of arms, at other 
times, by sheer 'non-violent' chicanery •. Either way, the bone 
of contention. was the land. Says de Kiewiet: 

'Land was bought with harness, guns, and 
cases of brandy. It was acquired by the 
process of turning a permission to graze 

into the right to occupy' (de Kiewiet 1957: 75). 

These sordid deals were made possible b.ecause of the Natives' 
different philosophy or understanding of ownership. In the 
white settlers' minds, ownership was more important and more 
decisive than '~'; whereas for the African Native it was 
'~' that formed the basis of their relationship towards their 
co::nmunally-owned land. 

'The notion that a signature or the gift 
of a spavined horse gave a white man the 
right to hold land to the exclusion of all 
others was foreign to the native mind. Even 
more foreign was the notion that land where 
all men's b.easts ha4 grazed without let could 
be reserved for the herds of a sin.gle indivi­

dual' (de Kiewiet 1957: 75). 

However, be that as it may, the dispossession of the people's 
land and livestock went on unabated. The 1878 routing of 
the British forces by King Cetshwayo's Zulu army at Isand­
hlwana and the 1906 Bambata Rebellion were but late 19th and 

early 20th century echoes, in the interior of the land, of 
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the tumultuous hundred years war in the Cape eastern frontier. 

The Sand River Convention (1852) and the Bloemfontein Convention 
(1854) recognised and ratified the sovereignty of the B'oers 
both in the Transvaal and Orange Free State. This meant that 
the Boers in these newly 'established' Republics would deal 
with their 'kaffirs' in the way they saw fit. So could the 
English in the Cape and Natal. All what this meant was that by 
the turn of the 20th century there was relatively little inde­
pendence left among the indigenous people of this country. Their 
socio-political structures and their economic base had been 
overrun by the ruthless and insatiable white settlers' hunger 
for land and labour. 

'In the land in which they (Natives) lived 
the free resources of soil, water, and grass 
had been expropriat-ed or diminished. These 
resources represented the capital upon which 
tribal life had been based. Without these 
resources of soil, water and grass the natives 
were obliged to do labour for those who now 
controlled them. Acquisition of land hy Euro­
peans was quite frequently a method of annexing 
labour as wall. Since the earliest days it was 
frequent practice for farmers to huy land, not 
for the land's own sake, but in order to command 
the labour of the natives upon it. It was a pro­
cess that deliberately extinguished native 
property in the land and their security of tenure 
upon it, so that they were helpless before the 
power that private ownership conferred on the 
whites' (de Kiewiet 1957: 82). 

The land had been foundational to the lives of the indigenous 
people. When they lost the land, they lost their independence 
and the ability to shape and determine their destiny. 

The Natives lost the land, but not without struggling valiantly 
to keep it. 
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This is what we would refer to as the Tribalistic phase of 

the struggle. It was characterised by the i~dividual African 
tribes struggling to hold onto their land; each trihe labouring 

under the illusion that it could win that struggle on an indivi­
dual, tribal basis. The beginning of the 20th century saw almost 
every tribe or clan in South Africa virtually iucorporated into 
the socio-political and economic system of the white settlers. 
The conquest was all but complete at the turn of the present 
century. 

THE NATIONALISTIC PHASE: END OF THE 19th CENTURY- BEGINNING 20th 

By the mid-19th century the delineation of South Africa into the 
four provinces was already a de facto reality: the two Boer 
Republics in the North, Natal and the Cape. Each of these provi­
uces dealt with its 'native problem' in the way it saw fi~ The 
Natives, in turn, generally responded to this provincial hamdling 
severally anrl fragmentally, in a haphazard, un-coordiuated manner. 
Individual, small tribes still believed in 'b.art;aining' with 

the white conquerers in the hope of getting a better deal tor 
their individual commuuities. It is for this reason that very 
often when there was a 1nilitary clash between a given tribe 
or clan and the white settler commandos, the latter invariably 
found it quite easy to enlist the help of the 'good, loyal' 
Natives against the recalcitrant 'black rebels'. This is 
exactly what happened in the 1906 Bambata resistance: not onJ.t 
the Native police (Nonqai), but also Native 'soldiers' recruiited 
from 'loyal tribes' made it extremely difficult for Bambata and 
his courageous followers to mount an effective resistance (Roux 

1948: 95). 

This fragmented response to white settler encroachment was a 
characteristic feature of both the first and second phases 

of the struggle for the land. 

The tail-end of the 1800s and the b.eginnin.g of the 1900s in 

South Africa were clearly marked by the defiant stand of the 
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two Northern Boer Republics - the Transvaal and Orange Free 

State - against any imperial interfere~ce in their affairs 

and attempts at annexation to the two Southern British Colonies, 

Natal and the Cape. At this stage South Africa's 'native policy' 
was in a fragmented state. For instance, the Cape Colony during 
this period operated a non-racial, qualified franchise, property 
and education being the only qualificatory factors. It is on 
record that by the 1880s there were well over 12,000 Africans 
on the commo~ voters roll in the Cape, having considerable 
influence in at least five constituencies in the eastern Cape. 
In 1686 they made up 47% of the electorate in these five cons~ 
tuencies (Walshe 1973: 5). This so called 'Cape tradition' 
came to be idealised by many African leaders as a system which 
offered ' ••• a new method of political adjustment, an alternatiYe 
to the wars of resistance' (Walshe 1973: 5). This idealisation 
of the Cape liberal tradition was made to look even more attr~ 
tive by what was at the time obtaining in Natal and the two 
Boer Republics - up North. 

Natal had evolved its own brand of native policy. Despite 
Natal's non-racial constitution, less than a dozen Africans 
appeared on the co~mon voters roll. Clever administrative 
devices insured that this was so (Walshe 1973: 6). 

In the independent Republics of the Transvaal and Orange Free 
State their constitutional stand was simple and straightforwaRd: 
there was to be no equality between Bantu and Boer, both in 
church and state. The extension of the franchise to the Bantu 
in this two Republics was a matter that could never he contempa­

ted. 

Thus both Natal and the two Boer Republics offereu an unattra~ 

tive alternative to the slightly lenient and partially open 
Cape liberal tradition. The extension of this tradition to the 
rest of the country became the raison d 1 etre of the black 
struggles of this period and after. 

This was the cry of the Transvall Native Congress (TNC) founded 
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in 1905. Comparable organisations in the Orange Free State am 
Natal also hankered after the Cape tradition. The African People's 
Organisation ( APO) established in 1902 in the Cape aimed at :fighting 
for the maintenance of the much valued Cape liberal tradition 
(Denoon 1982: 110). 

It is in this context of the idealisation of the Cape liberal tra­
di ton that one can understand why the bulk of the indigenous people 
of this country had their sympathies, and often, active support, on 

the side of the British imperl.al armies in the 1899-1902 Anglo-Boer 
1Har. As T.R.H. Davenport so aptly notes, this was a white man's 
war, a war between whites ' ••• fough to determine which white autho­
rity held real power in South Africa' (Davenport 1977: 144). But 
the Natives, no doubt naively, had come to believe in and rely 
on ' ••• the sense of com;non justice and love of freedom so innate in 
the British character' (Walshe 1982: 38). And so, in this sense, 
British victory over the Boers would represent, in the eyes and 
minds of the Bantu, the extension of the Cape liberal tradition, 
which was the on~y non-violent and constitutional way to the total 
incorporation of every South African in a unified socio-political 
and economic structture of their fatherland. 

In this context, the Treaty of Vereeniging, which was signed by 
Boer and Briton in 1902 came as a world-shattering disillusion­
ment to the Africans. In the in.cisive words of de Kiewiet: 
'Downing Street had surrendered to the frontier' (de Kiewiet 195~ 
144). Native policy and political unity of the four provinces 
were the two issues that clamoured for immediate attention at the 

Ver.eeniging peace treaty. Britain, for fear of fragmenting white 
unity, left the decision on the enfranchisement of the Natives in 
the hands of those who thought the very notion of native enfranc~ 
se~ent anathema. 

For Britain to have insisted 'upon a higher 
place for the natives was to offend the white 
communities, especially Natal and the Republics, 
in their deepest convictions. Humanity and liberty 

became opposites which for long years had paralysed 
action' (de Kiewiet 1957: 143). 
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It was the British failure to uphold and defend the well-appre­

ciated Cape liQeral tradition, the no~-racial albeit qualified 
franchise, which prompted Afric~ leaders, in the four provi~ces, 
into realising that 'white ~ty' had to be met with 'supra-tribal 
African ~ty'. This crucial awakening was lo~g i~ coming. 

As it is now known, the 1902 Vereeniging peace treaty was but 
a prelude to the 1910 exclusive white union of South Africa. 
The impending white union gave rise to the Native Convention, 
which met in Bloemfontein in 1909 to discuss the burning problems 
spawned by the exclusio~ of Blacks from the u~on talks. Writes 
"Sdw ard Raux: 

'This was the first occasion on which poli­
tically minded Afric~ came together from all 
corners of South Africa to discuss common 
problems. To this meeting came Walter Rubu­
sana from the Cape, John Dube from Natal, M. 
Masisi and J. Hakgothi from the Orange Free 
State. In addition, were delegates from the 

Transvaal and from Bechuanaland' (Raux 1948: 

108-9!. 

The mild and sycophantic requests that were issued by this 
1909 Native Convention were hardly heeded by the British Crown 
or the architects of the union. The white union of South Africa 

a constitutional reality in 1910. 

It v:as only at the end of 1911 that a more permanent form of 
African political opposition to the union began to take shape. 
One of the moving spirits behind this historic move was one Pixley 
ka Izaka Seme. On October 24th, 1·:;111, Pixley made this impassion­

ed plea: 

'The demon of racialism, the aberrations of 
Xhosa-Fingo feud, the animosity that exists 
between the Zulus and the Tongas, between the 

Basuto and every other Native must be buried 
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and forgotten ••• We are one people. These 

divisions, these jealousies, are the cause 

of all our woes and of all our backwardness 

and ignorance today' (Roux 1948: 110). 

Pixley advocated the immediate fromation of a South African 
Native Congress and suggested an agenda for an inaugural meeting. 
So on 8th January, 1912, several delegates assembled in Bloemfon­
tein. This was considered hy many as the triumph of supra-tri­
balism and the hirth of a South African black Nationalism. 

The executive of this all important Congress consisted of eleven 
members, who clearly represented the ideals of the elite of the 
African people. Of the eieven, four were ministers of religion, 
three were lawyers, one, Solomon Plaai tj e, was a newspaper editor, 
whilst Makgatho and Pelem were teachers and Mapikela a huilding 
contractor (Walshe 1982: 36). It was therefore not surprising 
that the general characteristic of this first group of leaders 
was political moderation. The fact that the newly formed Union 
Government was invited by the conveners of this first permanent 
African National Congress to send its representative to open 
the inaugural meeting of Congress, is sufficient indication of 
Congress' political moderation and unwillingness to unnecessarily 
anger the powers that ruled over the c-.~untry (Denoon 1982: 110). 

The leaders and delegates of this Bloemfontein Conference were 
anything but hot-headed trade unionists or fire-eating political 
radicals. Their demands were simple and straightforward. In 
his key-note address to the Conference, Pixley ka Izaka Se:ne 
intoned: 

'The white people of this country have formed 
what is known as the union of South Africa -
a union in which we have no voice in the 
making of laws and no part in their admini­
stration. We have called you therefore to this 
Conference so that we can together device ways 
and means of forming one national union for the 

purpose of creating national unity and defending our 
rights and privileges' (Walshe 1982: 34). 
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Mobilisation at a national level, creating a supra-tribal organi­
sation, was obviously a means towards the attainment of what they 

considered to be their 'constitutional rights' that is, 'equ~ 

ity of opportunity withi~ the economic life and political insti­
tutions of the wider society' (Walshe 1982: 34). The ideal was 
always the Cape qualified but non-racial franchise, which they 
had so fervently hoped that at the end of the Anglo-Boer War, 
would be extended throughout South Africa as the foundation for 
the creation of a just and harmonious South African polity. 

In contrast, therefore, to the first two phases of the struggle, 
where arrows, spears, assegais and shields were used in an extra­
constitutivnal or extra-parliamentary effort to win hack the land 
- this third phase tended to concentrate on non-military strate­
gies and tactics in an attempt to win 'constitutional rights'. 
This is, obviously, a crucial distinction. Peter Walshe seems 
to confirm this shift in strategies, tactics and principles, when 
he writes: 

'In his letter accepting the presidency, Dube 
(the Rev. John Dube, first ANC presi~ent, 
elected in absentia) set out to clarify the 
objectives of Congress and his own hopes. 

The eighth of January (1912) had been a day 
heralding the rennaissance of the Native 
races. Although the first-horn sons of Africa, 
they we_ e now the last-born children and ci ti­

zens of the- glorious. British Empire. In the 
excitement of this awakening to political 
life, the emphasis was nevertheless to be on pru­
dence, restraint, and dutiful respect for the rulers 
God had placed over them. The motto, he suggested, 

was festina lente (Walshe 1982: 37). 

Thus the period between 1912 and 1960 was, on the whole, marked 
by the so:netimes powerful, at other ti.nes intermittent and 
hesitant activities of the ANC. We used the qualificatory phrase 
'on the whole' because in 1919 another powerful African organisa-

tion called the Industrial and Commercial ·~·lorkers Union ( ICU), 
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led by men like Clements Kadalie and George Champion, emerged 

to share the ste:.ge with the ANC. But by the end of the 1920s, 
ICU was a spent force. 

The period between 1912 and 1960 would not come to a close before 
a very significant split between the ANC and the Pan-Africanists 
v:i thin Congress became a formal reality. The Pan-African Congre­
ss (PAC), led by stalwarts like Robert Sobukwe, Potlako Leballo, 
and Peter Raboroko, was formed in 1959. Many people believe 
that the formation, in 1943, of the Congress Youth League, fore­

shadowed this 1959 split. 

Three things stand out clearly in this third phase of the strug5le: 

* Africans maQe a valiant attempt to 
struggle as a 'Nation' instead of 
on the basis of tribal or clannish 
fragmentation. 

* These first South African Nationalists 
operated within the parameters of a 
completely conquered and sispossessed 
people. At this stage, conquest and 
dispossession were a fait accompli. 
Hence their integrationist demands. 
The overthrow of the State was furthest 
from their minds and hearts. They ~erely 

pleaded for the end to their collective 
exclusion from the system. Their 
perspective on the land had shifted 
co~siderably compared to what it was in 
the two previous phases: the Khoisan and 
the Tribalistic. 

* For almost half a century the ANC refused 
to let the flickering flames of the black 
struggle to die. At the end of the '60s, 
this sensitive torch was handed over to 

younger hands. 
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THE BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS PHASE: END OF THE '60s ON'!!ARDS 

Ideologically this fourth phase - the Black Consciousness phase 

of the struggle - represents an almost total break with white 

liberal tutelage. The classic definition of B.C. as 'an attitude 
of mind, a way of life', puts this movement at the philosophic 
and introspective level (Lodge 1983: 322). It was a hefty attempt 
at severing what one may call, for lack of a better term, the 
'psychological umbilical cord' that held the black man tied to the 
slow-moving liberal band-wagon. The black man was to be on his own 
because, the B.C. ideologues reasoned, the black struggle for genu~ 
ne liberation could only be waged on the basis of black unity, bla~ 
solidarity. 

The Black Consciousness philosophy made itself felt through organi­
sations like SASO, BPC and many others. For instance, the BPC 
constitution declared that membershi? of BPe 'shall be open to 
blacks only'. It continued to say 'unless inconsistent with the 
context, "black" shall be interpreted as meaning Africans, Indians 
and Coloureds' (van der Merwe et al ed. 1978: 92). Here was a 
clear rejection of the integrationist and multi-racialist approach 
adopted by the ANC in the 48 years of its struggle for black 
freedom. This shift was no doubt significant. But it remains to 
be seen whether it was a shift at the level of principles (ideolog~ 
or merely at the level of strategies and tactics. 

It is about ti.ne we brought this sketchy but necessary historical 

overview to a close, and went on to the analysis of that enor~ous 
political terrain. 

THE ANATOMY OF RIVAL VISIONS 

That there is a struggle, a conflict, in South Africa, no0ody can 
deny. The existence of this conflict has been amply evidenced by 
what we have, perhaps artificially, referred to as he four phases 
of the black strug0 le in this country. Conflict, red-hot and acri­

monious, exists in this country and stares every South African in 

the face. The controversy is rather aoout how one can best charac-
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terise and analvse the exact nature of this conflict. And it is 

important to realise that this controversy is not spawned by South 

Africans' puerile and inane desire to indulge in .nere academic pa­
laver or logic chopping. No, South Africans are engaged in this 
debate beuause they suddenly realise that there must be something 
disastrously wrong for a people to struggle along for well over 
three hunJred years and yet have very little to show by way of 

tanbible and lasting results at the end of that grueso~e period. 
The1·e must be something very ineffectual with .regard to the way 

they go about the struggle, their chosen strategies ru1d tactics, 
and, perhaps, this lack of effectiveness may be due to poor, care­
less and inaccurate analysis of their problem. Strategies and tac­
tics, it must be remembered, are derivati~es. Good, effective 

strategies, like gJod, effective medical prescriptions, are th~se 
which are based on painstaking and accurate social analysis, diagno­

sis, in medical parlance. 

This controversy about how best one can understand the root-causes 

of the South African socio-political problems, analyse them and 
gain deeper insights into the present situation, and thereb.y he in 

a position to evolve correct and effective strategies for change 

in South Africa's Apartheid society, gained particular ascendancy 
in the beginning of the 1970s, probably occasioned by the publica­
tion of the Oxford History of South Africa in 1971, which epitomised 
the liberal interpretation and analysis of South African socie~y. 
The attack on the liberal interpretation of South African history 

came fast and furious. For instance, Harrison M. Wright says 
tnat: 

'In 1972 alone four influential reviews (of 
the Oxford History of South Africa) hy four 

South African historians living abroad - Martin. 

Legassick, Shula Marks, Stanley Trapido, and 
Anthony Attnore - directly challenged the asswnptions, 
the interpretations, and the social value of the 

liberal historians' (Wright 1977: 18). 
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Indeed, ever since that ti~e the two opposing kinds of socio­

political analysis, which can be roughly termed the Liberal 

a11d the Radical paradigms, have openly fought it out in the 

country's debating arenas. And as it was stated earlier on 
in this paper, this controversy between these two paradigms 
split black opposition into two seemingly irreconcilable and 
:nutually exclusive camps. The now well known obstreperous 
rtACE-CLASS debate had begun in earnest. Furious and unremi­
tting, it was. 

There were those who were fully pe~suaded that 'race' provided 

the1n ·.vi th an adequate explanatory key to the understanding of 

the peculiarities inherent in the South African scene, while 
others rejected this approach and opted, just as strongly, for 
the adoption of a 'class' analysis of the South African situa­

tion. The basic problem, the class-analysts intoned, was not 

so much who should sit on the 'park benches', but who should 
enjoy the largest share of the 'goodies'. The controversy, as 
we know, often presented its participants with an EITHER/OR, 
clear-cut dichotomy ~etween these two opposing views, with 

the protagonists on each side refusing to accept even the 
slightest possibility of a tertium quid. 

TH~. TV!t:' PARA:Qim~s n; SILHOUETTE 

In this section we shall give a general outline o.f each of ~he 

two paradig~s and see how the insights yielded by each position 

would apply to ;,.,ur so called four phases of the black struggle. 

This is crucial o..:cause a good paradigm ought to be always open 
to empirical correcti0n. 

THE RACE-ANAL-::S'l'S' POSITION 

What do the race-analysts say in general? For them the basic 

ingredient in the South African three hundred year conflict is 
'race'. The primacy of gcj.al ideology or politico-racial factors, 
they say, should be obvious to any unbiased analyst of the South 

African problematic. Thj.s is their point of departure. And it 

is this which leaus them to reject what they term the non-racial 
myth of proletarian unity between South Africa's black workers 
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and white workers. The basic polarisation is not between 'classes' 

but between groups that a~e segmented on the basis of pigmentation. 

Pigmentocracy, therefore, is the name of the South African game. 

The whole wide world Knows that. Interests are polarised on the 

basis of race, not class or economics. It is for this reason 
that the high-priest and architect of racism in South Africa, 

Dr. H.F. Verwoerd, could feelingly argue that he would rather 

remain white and poor, than rich and mixed (Botha 1967: 111). 

The proponents of the race-analysis approach point to such 

sentimencs as being affirmations of the primacy of 'race' in 

South Africa's social formation. For them 'race' is the un­

mistakable criterion of differential incorporation into the South 

African social system. And it is this differential incorporation 

which determines what size of the economic cake one is en titled 

to; it is nJt the size of the economic cake that determines the 

nature of this incorporation; otherwise financial heavy-weights 

like our own E.T. Tshabalala, Habakuk Tsikwane, San Motsuenyane, 

etc., would be enjoying full franchise and parliamentary rights 

on the same par with South Africa's while oligarchy. They do not. 

The South African situation, ti1erefore, seems to indicate that 

it is rather the ideology of 'class consciousness' and not that 

of 'race-consciousness' - which is false, erroneous, twisted 
consciousness, an inverted image of the South African reality. 

Race is still a valid analytical concept to use for the unders­

tanding of South Africa's core problems, this approach argues. 

The protagonists of the race-analysis approach do not see aow 

the strug~le of the people, at least at this stage, could be 
anything but a nationalistic struggle. They point to the obvious 
fact that in this country the so called 'non-whites' are oppressed, 

excluded, discriminated against as a black nation, and not as a 
class. And, t.ierefore, the proper response to this blatant and 

obvious national oppression, is so&e form of 'nati0nalism', -not 

classism. Nationalism at this present stage is still the only 
rallying cry which has the potential to rouse the oppressed African 

masses to join the struggle and substitute genuine democracy for 

an oppressive pigmentocracy. 

Anot11er point, the situation in South Africa has an unmistMable 
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colonial character. Sume would like to descrihe it as 'internal 
colonialism'. However, this designation does not alter the basic 

picture. The basic picture is colonial: a white settler COillmunity 
lording it over a black indigenous community. Colonialism is by 

definition coll.ective exploitation and oppression of a whole people 
- not classes of people. Colonialism is not the selective exploi­
tation and oppression of certain strata of people, but that of the 
indigenous people as a totality. Such an oppression gives rise, 
not to a ~lc..ss consciousness, but to a ~tional or race conscious­
~· Thus national oppression not only transcend class, but it 
also turns it into an irrelevant, strategically weak, variable in 
t~e people's struggle. 

Ours is therefore a funda'!lentally Black versus White struggle, the 

race-analysts argue. The 1922 Rand miners' strike, is regarded, 
wi t.1in t11is paradigm, as a classic exa'Ilple of lack of 'natural' 
homogeneity betw~en the interests of white workers and those of 
black workers. In this 1922 strike white workers unequivocally 
perceived their interests as being antagonistic to the ... ntere3ts 
of black workers. White labour and white capital would finally 
forge a perfect alliance against the subordinated black workers. 
The predominant factor here was not the so called 'objective material 
conditions' or 'one's relationship to the forces of production', hut 
the ideological force of racism. 

It is this failure of workinb class solidarity between members of 

different races which is regarded. by race-analysts as being decisive 
in their decision to carry on the strug6le solely on the basis of 
bla<;k,--.solidari t.Y. There is no other realistic formula for change 

"""2":: =-=--
in South Africa, they argue. 

The following words are an inference drawn from the above analysis: 

'What blacks are doing is merely to respund 
to a situation in which they find themselves 
the objects of white racism •.• We are collectively 
segregated against - what can be more logical than 

for us to respond as a group? When workers come 

together ~nder the auspices of a trade union to 
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strive for the betterment of their condi-

ti~ns, nobody expresses surprise in the 

Western world. It is the done thing. Nohody 

accuses them uf separatist tendencies. Teacheres 
fight their battles, garbage men do the same, nohody 
acts as a trustee for another. Somehow, however, 
when b.lacks want to do their thing the literal 
establishment seems to detect an anomaly •.• 
The liberals understand that the days of the 
Noble Savage are gone; that blacks do not need 
a go-between in this struggle for their own 
emancipation' (Gerhartl979: 266-7). 

Let the Blacks do their thing, on an exclusively black vantage 
point. This is the clarion cry of this camp. 

~{E CLASS-~~ALYSTS' ~OSITION 

Class-analysts inveigh against what they see as the superficiality 

of the race-analysis of the South African situation. They feel 

that race-analysis arbitrarily isolates the South African strug_le 
not only from struggles against world capitalist exploitation, but 

also from liberating currents that have been a long standing 
feature along the borders of this country. To de-internationalise 
the struggle in South Africa is to cling to a truncated, myopic 

view of that struggle. It is to be inexcusably unrealistic about 

the people's struggle. 

South Africa, they argue, is part of the oppressive and exploi­
tative capitalist world. This country is not peripheral to 
Reaganomics. It is part of the heart-beat of this monster. Reagan's 

'constructive engagement' approach and the heavy presence of inter­

national corporations, IBM, Siemens, Mobil, etc., in our econo1ny, 
is sufficient evidence of the fact that the profile of the real 

enemy is much broader than that which is suggested within. the 
race-analysis purview. And if the real enemy is hroader, perhaps, 

by the same token., the victims' profile should be broadened to 

include people who are, prima facie, excluded in the narrow profile 
provided by the race-analysis picture. 
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Race-analysts are reminded, over and over again, that the 

international subsidiaries operating in this country are part 
and parcel of the oppressive and exploitative machinery that 
grind workers, regardless of their colour, for what the workers 
cal1 produce to feed the already over fed ar'fluent, capitalist 
minority. Now, to employ colour or race as a primary criterion 
in a liberatory struggle is to, automatically, alienate black 
South Africans, many of whom are v1orkers, from the rest of the 
worker world. Given the existential set-up in South Africa 
today, it would be naive in the extreme to imagine tnat the 
struggle could be successfully waged internally without a massive 
dose of external cooperation from the non-black workers of the 
world. This is not merely to reject the criterion of 'race' for 
the sake of an ephemeral, passing theory, hut it is an attempt 
t~ put aside the superficiality of a political-r~cial analysis 
in favour of an approach that ferrets out the causal-rootage 
of the South Afric~n conflict. 

Racism, they say, lacks an independent explanatory power of 
anal;,· sis. Racial prejudice is either inborn or acquired. If 
it is inborn or innate, then there is very little that one can 
do about it. Such inborn-ness of racism would certainly call for 
acquiescence, not .nilitant involvement on the part of the victims. 

But the very history of South Africa furnishes us with ample 
evidence that racism is not an innate factor in man: the origin 
of the so called 'Cape Coloured', the de-classification of, first, 
the Japanese, and now Chinese, the existence of legislation to 
pronibit 'mixed' se~ .. ual relations and marriages, etc., etc.. All 
these phenomena point to the fact that there is nothing inherent 
in man which naturally orients him antipathetically to members 
vf other races who manifest different skin-coloration. Racism is 
not innate. Thanks God this is so, because if it were innate, it 
would never be eradicated! 

So racism does exi~t. But it exists as a social, not natural, 
construct. It is a socially acquired habit, the source or 
origin of which is something other than itself. White people do 

not discriminate against black people simply because, innately, 
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they do not like 'blackness' in colour. Such a theory would 

easily break down in the face of the numerous experiences such 

as those at Sun City, Swaziland Spa, Lesotho Hilton, etc. Racism 

is ~cguired habit, and because it is acquired, it can be_ 
de-lear h force of circmmstances. Radical analysls -
often locates these circumstances in the 'competition-for-scarce-
resources'. This is the pulse-beat of the South African conflict: 
economic interests. Racism is, therefore, a function of capita­
list exploitation and serves to legitimate the status of those 
who own the means of production and the position of their 

functionaries. As such 'race~ is not a peculiarly South African 
problem. 

South African Blacks are oppressed not ;rimarily because they 

~~-~~kin-colour, but because, basically, their 
-- -----

economic interests are antithetical to those who are the economi-
cally dominaJ.lt class. So whilst the c.onflict manifests itself 
in forms that are racial, its origin is decidedly non-racial. 
Its origin is a collective attempt to protect group-interests:) .:ft.::: C:'(''r..,, 

(· 

the land, water, pasture, and later the mines, manufacturing 
industry and commerce. It is, therefore, not race-relations 
that one sh~uld study and focus on, but class-relations. In 
short, the 'face' of the :g_rohlem is racial, but its essence is -----· - ---· --- .. -· ·-- . 

._no_~-racial. Genovese sum~ned it up neatly: 

( 

) 

' ••• race relations are at bottom a class ---- ----~-

question ~nto which the race question 
i~truues - and gives it a special force 
and form, but does not constitute its 

'-.__ essence' ( : 8). 

To assess the explanatory power of race as a toul of social 
analysis, it might help to look at the treatment of Whites 
by other Whites in other countries, e.g. the Jews in Nazi 

Germany. It was not the colour of their skin, the shape of 
their noses, the texture of their hair tnat was the central 
motive behind the inhuman treatment meted out to them, -but 
the position the Je\~·s held in Gern:.any' s econom.f at ti.-Le time. 
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For the class-analysis approach racial conflicts are simply 

epiphenomena of ~uch deeper conflicts class conflicts. 
And classes are by definition determined by their relationship 
to the means of production. Economic - not racial - criteria 
are used in this analytic approach. The basic, structural 
polarisation is not between Black and White, hut that between 
Labour and Capital. It is this latter polarisation that has 
international repercussions or implications: workers are 
workers, everywhere. Capitalists are capitalists, everywhere. 
Their colour or race is peripheral and incidental to these 
pivotal categories, 'Labour' and 'Capital'. This stand, class­
anal;ysts argue, is both theoretically and pragmatically correct. 
It is a stand fraught with ideological, strategic and tactical 

implications for the struggle of the oppressed masses in this 
country. 

According to this analysis, a nationalist liberation movement, 
which is easily countenanced by a race-analysis approach, is by 
C.efinition a bourg.eois movement. It is bourgeois because, as 
in the South African case, every black man, simply by reason of 
his blackness would belong to the movement, regardless of his 
class position. The fact that he !iiay be a rabid, exploitative 
capitalist would not seriously affect his participation in the 
national liberation movement. It is rather the wrong kind of 
colour or race that would throw one right out of the liberation 

LOVement. For instance, in a national liberation movement an 
E.T. Tshabalala and a Joseph Mavi can march cheek by jowl, shoulder 
to shoulder, coillpletely oblivious of their deeply polarised 
interests. Such a movement cannot but be bourgeois, - and sotr:e­
how reactionary. 

It is this sort of reductio ad absurdum which clearly shows the 
inadequacies and oversi~plifications of the race-analysis approach. 

Thus whilst class-analysts would not be averse towards 'working 
together with progressive whites ~n the liberation struggle', 

the race-analysts would be wary of 'collaboration with whites­

whether progressive or retlctionary' • By reason (.) f the racial 

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



-24-

category to which they belong, they are basically part of 

the 'problem', and not 'solution', in this country. 

The two paradigms are painfully at daggers drawn. 

What then would be the respective views of these paradigms 

vis-a-vis Black Theology·? 

BLACK THEOLOGY IN SEAR9H OF A BASE 

It is perhaps about time we saw how Black Theology, that 

wave-raising phenomenon of the late '60s and early '70s, 
relates to our two conflicting paradigms: race and class 
analyses. 

Now, since the concept of Black Theology has found entry into 
so many books and docwaents, the world over, our discussion 
of it will be very brief. In fact, our pri~ary interest here 
is simply to map out the relationship Black Theology might have 
with the two warring analyses sketched above. 

Let us statt the discussion with a citation from one of the 

unpublished articles by James H. Cone, who is easily one of 
the roremost proponents of Black Theology. In one of his most 
blistering attacks against people who challenged the validity 
and Christian status of Black Theology, Cone had this to say: 

'(They say) Theology is colourless! Such 
judgements are typical of those who have 
not experienced the concreteness of human 
suffering expressed through colour, or whose 
own comfort has so long accepted a theology 
which is colourless only if one is talking 
about 'white' as the absence of colour. 

To ignore Black Theology is the easy way 

out ••• But what is more interestins, though 

not surprising, is the wnite response that 
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theology does not come in colours. They 

who are responsible for colour being the 

vehicle of dehumanisation are now telling 
us that theology is raceless, that it is 

"universal" (international). This seems a 
a bit late after nearly 400 years of silence 
on this issue. Black Theologians wonder why 
we did not hear the same word when people were 
being enslaved in the name of God and democracy 
precisely on the basis of colour? We wonder 
where were these colourless theologians when 
people were being lynched because of the colour 
of their skin? ••• to criticise the theology of 
the victims because it centres on that aspect 
that best defines the limits of their existence 
seems to miss the point entirely' (Unpublished 
article). 

There seems to be no doubt that central to the concerns of Black 
Theology stands the category of 'blackness'. This type of theology 
has taken up the role of uncovering, in a systematic way, the 
str1..ctures and forms of the black experience. In short, it aims 
at investigating anew 'the problem of the color-line' (Cone 1975: 
16). Black Theology hates to trifle with the social pheno~enon 
Jf colour. It ta~es colour seriously because it regards colour 
as being tragically co-terminous with the 400 years of slavery 
in the Deep South and the 330 years of blatant discrimination in 
this southern tip of Africa. In these regions, 'blackness' connotes 
~an-imposed suffering. This category of 'blac~ness' needs to be 
put in theological ~erspective and expressed in God-oriented terms. 
The beginning and end of this exercise is the beginning ru1d end 0f 
Black 'l'heol06Y. 

This is in essence the theology of black victims, vihose faces 
have been grouad to the dust by a specific group of victimisers, 
fair-skinned victimisers. 

Such a theology finds its natural h~me or base in an analytic 

approach which diagnoses South Africa's problems as being first 
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ani.i foremost 'racism' • Within the rae e-analysis paradigm, therefure, 

Black Theology is ~erely a systematic religious manifestation of 

a state of oppressio~ experienced primarily in racial, colour 
terms. 'Blackness' is the vehicle through which this oppeession 
comes through. Liberation or salvation, outside this specific 
cateLory of 'blackness' becomes an obscene irrelevancy. Black 
Theology is a theology of liberation from this specific category 
of suffering. To introduce 'class' into this process of liberation, 
is to intrude dilatory dynamics that would hamper the natural 
momentum of the national liberation movement. This would have 
the effec~of diluting the struggle to a considerable degree. 

The fad of class-ism divides the real oppositio~ i~ this country 
and dampens tne militancy of the oppressed masses. Therefore, in 
our situation of racial oppeession, it is argued, a theology that 
concerns itself with class oppression will be to that extent 
chasing after a chimera, at worst, or a marginal issue, at best. 
Such a theology would be anae1nic for lack of a natural source or 
base. 

In short, race-analysts are the natural proponents of Black Theology.: J 
For the:-a., if the reasons that _;ave rise to black theologising in the 
late 1 60s and early '70s were valid and impelling, the situation 
today has not changed one iota. Blacks, not as individuals, but 
collectively, are still catching hell from a specifically white 
system tnat is systematically rigged against them. This is some-
thing that cannot ~e easily overlooked and forgotten by the average 
black man in this count,vy. The struggle of the races is still on,­
and, if the recent hair-raising and mind-boggJing events in the 
Vaal triangle are anything to go by, this stiruggle is not about 

to grind to a halt. 

Black Theology is the religious manifestation of this conflict. 

Class-analysts turn round to reject Black Theology as a theology 
which is based, not only on a superficial, but also erroneous 
reading of the South African situation. Whilst colour in South 

Africa, they argue, enjoys high visibility and bjting pervasiveness, 

it must be read not as the cause but as the effect of a much deeper 
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structural malady in society. Therefore, to base one's theologising 

on an epiphenomenon of a social sickness is to run the risk of 
~eing incurably shallow in one's theological task. Black Theology 
operates at the level of 'mopping up water' from a room, whilst 
the tap is left completely uninterferred with. Needless to say, 
this is the classical exercise in futility. It is Liheration 
Theolo 6y, a la Latin American style, that one should opt for, 
because whilst Liberation Theology does not minimise the 'nuisance 
value' vf the water, (if we be allowed to carry on with our 
metaphor), it throws its whole weight behind the attempt to close 
the tap. 

It is in fact B~~__!hat fragmen~aJ.J__~ffeE_tive_ 
opposition to oppression and exploitation by refusing to forge ---- -~-.---·---

meaning links with other 'oppressed classes' of the world. This 
unfortunate refusal, apart from being Christian-ly suspect, narrows 
the parameters of the struggle b~ its ideological exclusivity. 
Thus the prime locus theologicus of Black Theology, namely, race/ 
colour, is rejected b.y this paradigm as inadequate, shallow and 
misdirected. Talk of something as being only skin-deept You are 
talking about the insights of Black Theology. 

~~!hat should provide a point of departure for a truly liberatory 
theology is economic dependency or econo.nic exploitation, not 
racial oppression. A theolo5y that treats the Labour-Capital 
polarity as secondary can only be half-heartedly liberatory. The 
history of the ANC, at least up to the 1960s, has amply proved 
this point. 

In short, there is no room for Black Theology qua Black in the 
inn of the class-analysts. On the contrary, it si theologians 
like Gustavo Gutierrez, Miguez Bonino, etc., and not a James 
Cone or a Manas Buthelezi, who are expressive of the class-anal,isis 
theological point of departure and basic concerns. In this para­
digm the locus theologicus is economic dependency, not racial 
oppression. In this sense, therefore, Liberation Theology finds 
its natural horne or base in the class-a:-n.alysis caonp. 
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Thus the controversy between our two paradigms has far reaching 

implications far the exercise of Black Theology in this conflict­
ridden country. 

THE NZGL.:;CTED DIALZCTIC: A PERSONAL VIEWPOINT 

The reason why we started this paper with a kind of kaleidoscopic 
presentation of some important historical landmarks or phases 
of the black strugz;le in South Africa, is because we believe 
that any analytical paradigm or theory worth its salt is, 
perforce, derivative. It is derived from contexts that are 
real, concrete and historical. In short, theory must have 

historical and empirical rootage. Reality fathers theory, and 
not the other way round. This is trite but true. 

Therefore the two paradigms we have been discussing thus far will 
on~y be true and useful to the extent that they mirror the concre­
te, ~istorical and contemporary situation in South Africa; and 
they will be false to the extent that they subJect the South 
African situation to a ~ind of Promethean solution: if the 
situation does not fit the theory, then alter the situation! 

1.Vhich of the two paradigms is true to the South African 
situation? This is a toughie. But before we c::.n take the 

risk of ans'Nering this all important question, let us first 
try to trace what we choose to call the historical roots of 
thesa two analytical approaches. This, of course, can only 
be done very sketchly here. 

There is ample evidence that the two approaches share in the 
well known mid-19th century conflict between Hegelian Idealism 
and its Marxian rebuttal, v.rhich could be called Realism or, 
to use the l110re coa1mon term, Materialism. Idealism, as the general 
;node of understanding and interpreting reality, played and still 
plays the role of what m~y be called 'conventional wisdom', the 
commonsensical way of how people generally think about reality. 
Christian philosophy, history and practice, in particular, are 
marked by this mode of interpreting reality. Marx anci Engels, 
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in the ~id-l9th century European context, mounted a vicious and 

vitriolic attack against thiB well accepted, 'conventional wisdom' 

(Kolaxowski 1978: 55-8). 

Wh;:~t is idealism? At the risk of over-simplifying what German 
idealism stood for, and what idealist-~hilosophers like Hegel 
ta~ght, let us say this: according to idealism, ultimate reality 
is 'spiritual' and not 'physical'. The spirit, the idea, the 
mind is supreme. All that is is simply an unfolding of the 
idea or thought. It is the idea which creates what we see in the 
external world. This is so important that we have to say it again: 
the idea is creative, thought is creative and the world is merely 

a product of thought or human consciousness. This is, very briefly, 
the central point of idealism. 

gow would an idealist approach to realitY. affect one's strategies 
and tactics in the arena of social transformation? The answer is 
obvious. An idealist strategist would have his pri.:nary focus on 
t~1e mind, attempting to change people's ideas with the hope that 
once people's ideas are changed, social reality, which is a product 
or effect of ideas, would ipso facto change. As we have just said, 
this would be strategically logical because in the idealistic 
context it is ideas that are c.reative of reality. The tools that 
an idealist strategist would employ would be on the whole psycho­

logical: education, preaching, heuristically oriented discussions, 
and so on and so forth. 

As stated above, it was in the mid-19th cengury that social ana­
lysts like Harx and Engels opposed ti1is line of thinking very 
strongly. Ideas, Marx and Engels taught, are not the causes of 
things; on the contrary, ideas are the effect of things. This 
is materialism or realism. Realism, as a mode of understanding 
and interpreting reality, says that ultimate reality is matter, 
and not spiritual. Ideas are the product of the ~aterial condi­
tions of life. All ideas, thoughts, are subject to extra-mental 
social conditions. 

This is, very briefly, how these mid-19th century social gurus 

understood the relationship between hmaan thought and material 
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conditions. 

How would this materialist approach to reality affect one's 
strategies and tactics? Obviously, a materialist strategist would 
not foc.us his transformative efforts on the mind vr ideas, hut 
on the ;naterial conditions of life, because for him these are 
the fans et origo of ideas. 

So whilst an idealist strategist takes his point of departure 
from human consciousness, the materialist strat~gist takes off 
from the material or economic relationships between men. The latter 
heliev8s, as Marx and Engels did, that 

'The mode of production of material life 
conditions the social, political, and 
intellectual life process in general. It 
is not the consciousness of men that 
determines their b.eing, but, on the con­
trary, their social being that determines 
their consciousness 1 (Bochenski 1962: 32). 

We, therefore, wish to suggest that there seems to he a very 
close relationship between the idealist approach and the race­
analysis paradigm, · .. .m the one hand, and the materialist appraoch 
and the c~ass-analysis paradigm, on the other hand. 

Rae e-anal/.st s are, stra·c egically, mind-oriented; class-analysts 
would focus almost exclusively on the material conditi~ns of llfe. 

How then, does all this apply to our four phases of the strugcle? 
What vvas the origin and nature of the conflict between the Khoisa.n 
and the white settler community at the Cape? 

To us it does seem that to the Khoisan it would not really have 
mattered whether those 17th century invaders at the Cape were 
white, yellow or black; what would have Clattered was the fact that 
the invaders harboured interests, material interests, antithetical 
to the interests of the indigenous Khoisa.n. The Settlers occupied 

and used the land, water and pasturage that the Khoisa.n had a 
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stake in. 'Comnetition-for-scarce-reso~', to use a hackneyed 

phrase, was at ti1e heart of this Khoisan-Settler conflict, it does 

seem. To describe this initial conflict in primarily racial terms 
~auld be to imply that the Khoisan would have easily acquiesced 
in the expropriation of their land, water and pasturage if only 
the expropriators had a different skin-colour or racial origin. 

The dynamics at play in this struggle would indicate a definite 
de-emphasis of 'race' as the root-cause of the conflict, at least 
at this phase. The second pahse of the struggle does not seem to 
be i.nmune froru this de-e:nphasis. In this Tribalistic phase, the 
Xhosas clearly resented being continualiy pushed east-ward across 
the Zuurveld, then the Fish River, the Keiskruna, then the Kei 
River, etc., etc. The racial origin or pigmentation of ti1ese 
'land-grabbers' had no room in the high motivations that lay behind 
the persistent attacks against what the Xhosas perceived as the 
source of an unjust usurpation of their land rights. In this 
conflict situation, these Settlers were, first and foremost, 'land­
h..:..ngty grabuers' and only tangentially 'vlhite'. The fact that 

they were 'white' and the Natives were 'black', visible as it was, 
w.::ts coincidental and not essential to the reprehensible rapacious­
ness of the invading Settlers. Again, 'comoetition-for-sc.arce­
resources' seemed to have provided an explanatory key to the 
conflict. It was a clash of interests, not a clash of skin-colours. 
Historico-empirical observation does point, unmistakably, to the 
fact that, at least in these first two phases of the strug~le, the 
Natives of this country fought valiantly and lost their lives in 
order to keep their L A N D to themselves. And, as the historian 
C.•,•:. de Kiewiet so rightly observes: 

' ••• the native were a process which gave 
the white communities more than possession 
of the bulk of the best land. It gave them 
a conSiderable measure of control over the 
services of the natives. The land wars were 
also la.bour wars (de Kiev:iet 1940: 180). 

Thus from being independent possessors of their land, the Natives, 

t~rough having lost the various battles o~er land, were turned 
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into servile, obsequious, dependenttkitchen boys, garden boys, 

herders, tenants or renters on the newly acquired white man's 

land. The land wars, which the Natives lost, were part of the 

classical pr0cess of proletarianisation. The Natives, thanks 
to this process, almost en masse, became dependent wage-earners. 
It is easy to see that almost all the crucial ingredients of the 
labour-capital model are already present in this scenario, at 
least embryonically. 

So, a siJlple, straightforward response to the question why there 
v1c:..s conflict between the Khoisan/Xhosas ahd white Settlers in 
the 17th and 18th centuries, should be: the embattlement was 
over the possession of the land. All other considerations are 
historically subservient and secondary to this: the imbroglio 

centred aroand the land. And if the Khoisan and Xhosas gradually 
beca~e, in the eyes of the white Settlers, 'black vermin' or 
'stinking black swine', it was because they had first become 
the white Settlers' arch-rivals in the competition for land. 

Therefore, it would seem that a class-analysis fits these two 
phases of the struggle al,:lost like a glove. To fully under­
stand these two phases one would have to start from a material­
istic point of departure. Something other than 'colour', which 
is some sort of prejudice lodging in the mind, became at this 
stage of our history the criterion of social segmentation. 

But having said this, one would have to go on to say that because 
the protagonists on each side of the battle lines were of differe­
nt races or colours, (although the basic motivation for the battles 
~as not at the level of race or colour , as we have tried to 
state above), as time went on, colour gradually became an operative 
s:)'mbol for distinguishing one's competitors from the members of 
one's in-group. It would seem that frow the secnnd half of the 
19th century, when South Africa with its discovery of diamond 
(1867) and gold (1886) began seriously to enter into the arena 
of world capitalism, the dividing line b.etween the initial 
motivation of 'conflict of interests' and that of 'colour differe­

nces', had become dan~erously blurred, especially in the minds 
of the white protagonists. 'Blackness' in the mining industry, 
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manufacturing and agriculture, sm-:1ehow became an inseparable 
sy~bol of those who belon~ed to the other side of the great 
economic divide. Colour became increasingly significant in 
this way. From the initial stance of 'push them out because 
they disturb our peaceful possession of the land' to 'push them 
out because they are black' was a gradual hut easy step of 
psycholo6ical association and internalisation on the part of the 
vrhite conquerors. Host of them would soon forget how this white­
black pGlarity originated. But as it was stated above, this 
apparent 'na~ural-ness' of racial antipathy is only skin-deep. 
Racism is acquired. It is not innate. Whether one explicitly 
recognises its origin or not, racism is born out of mru1 1 s 
rapaciousness, co;npetition tor scarce resources. And in South 
Africa this is not a theory, but it is an historico-ernpirical 
assertion. 

Any vmy, back to the point we v;anted to make: with time the 
'racial i11otivation' beca.lile inseparable from the motivation of 
'co~flict of interests'. The third and fo~rth phases of the 
struggle coincided with the blurring of the line between these 
tv:o i:loti vational ca. tegories of conflict. South A:t"rica soon becane 
~:;:novm as the colour-bar society, - in which the indigenous people 
of colour v:ere blatantly discriminated against solely on the basis 
of their colour. 

This is also how the South African National Congress fundamentally 
perceived the conflict, especially Judging from the strategies they 
emplo.1ed. Their stra~egies were derived from and informed by what 
has been called in this paper 'conventional wisdom', nrunely, idealism. 
For Congress the basic location of the South African problematic 
was in the mi.nd of the discriminators. It was therefore not surpri­
sing that these early ~Oth century black leaders employed strategies 
that were characteristically psychological: tactics of moral 
persuasion, sonorous appeals for justice, endless attempts to enter 
into negotiatory talks with the dominant group. But what was even 
more fundamental in thsi approach was the fact that these early nation­
alists seemed to have had no basic quareel with the economic system 
that was then operative in South Africa; their gripe was instead 
aimed at t'1e state racism which prevented them from their full 
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and rightful share in that ec:onomy. They were, as we know, ardent 
admirers of the Cape ~iberal tradition and the Westminster system. 

A~l they wanted was to prise open the doors of racial discrimina­
tion (Walshe 1973: 33). In short, their approach was idealistic, -
that is, their point of departure was the consciousness or ideas 
of those who discriminated against them; their approach was also 
moralistic, that is, they believed in the transformative powers 
of preaching and teaching. Change of heart and nhange of mind could 
be effected by the power of argument and logic. Yes, they believed 
strongly in the goodness, inherent goodness, of human nagure and 
in the supremacy of reason and logic. So they kept on arguing, 
persuading ••. and hoping. The aim of their appraach was also 
integrationist, tllat is, they wanted to be part of the current 
system. The only serious obstacle was 'racism'. 

'~!hy, even an overtly trade union movement like the 1919 Industrial 
and eom:nercial 'Norkers Union ( ICU), failed to remain immunised 
against this idealistic, moralistic, and integrationist approach. 

For some time after its foundation in 1919, ICU, under the 
leadership of Clements Kadalie and George Champion, to all i~tents 
and purposes, usurped the role of the ANC. It bedarne the principal 
vehicle of African discontent. And in so doing it was derailed 
from clearly and directly addressing the South African problematic 
from a purely economic, industrial plat form. It became, like 
the ANC, a populist :r.ovement with but a slight touch of trade 
unionism or worker concerns. 

It is on record tiat when the ICU leadership was challen~ed on 
this 'confusion', their ~eneral retort was that in South Africa 
economic and political issues were inseparable; that these issues 
had to C.e fought concurrently, at one and the same time (Webster, 
ed. 1978: 115). Their diagnosis might well have been corect, but 
their cure or prescription was of doubtful validity. Populism 
was substituted for trade unionism. 

It is clear that both the ANC and ICU leadership were held in 
thrall by the idealistic approach to problems. As Philip Bonner 
so rightly says in connection with ICU: 
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' ••• for the best part of the decade 
they mistook protest for pressure and 

numbers for strength, ignoring all the 
while that there had to be some way for 

pressure to he brought to bear for it to 

have any effect' (Webster, ed. 1978: 115). 

\',.hilst the eeading of the conflict in South Africa from an 
idealistic point of view was not so explicitly articulated in 
t1:.e ANC and ICU, it did find an explicit and well articulated 
e~pression, we believe, in the fourth phase of our strug~le, 
nrunely, the Black Consciousness phase. The Brack Consciousness 
:::hilosophy, particularly at the beginning, made it explicit that 
it would refuse to be derailed from viewing the South African 
problematic from the race-analysis point of departure. VJithout 
wishing to waste time in enunciating thsi well documented stance, 
it woudl suffice to cite the wo.eds of one of Black Consciousness 
foremost ideologues and proponents on this point: 

'(The Liberals) tell us that the 
situation is a class struggle 
rather than a race one. Let them 
go to Van Tender in the Free State 
and ttell him this. 1.'!e believe we know 

whatt the problem is and will stick by our 

findings ••• ' (No Sizwe 1972: 125). 

In yet another similar context., this ideologue said: 

'A number of whites in tis country adopt 
a c.Lass analysis pri1nari1y because they want 
to detach us from anything relating to race 
in case it has a rebound effect on them ~ecause 
they are white' (Noluntshunbu 1983: 1)~). 

It is assertions like these which led political scientists like 
Sam C. Noluntshungu to think that, despite some uneasiness with 
capitalism within the Black Consciousness ~hilosophy 

' ••• there was no systematic economic ana.Lysis 
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of class, nor, even a political account 

of what the interests and roles of the 

various classes might be in the process 

ot liberation' (Noluntshungu 19e.3: 155), 

The black .MatiJnalists of the early 20th century implicitly 

espoused the idealistic methodology of analysis and pract~ce; 
the Black Consciousness leaders, while vehemently rejecting 
the integrationist tendencies of the earlier movement, explicitly 
adopted the latter's idealistic methodology: racial prejudice 
became the starting point of their struggle. 

It was in the aftermath of the Oct~ber 1977 bannings that ob­
jections against this idealistic approach were openly and persi­
stently raisedwithin black political circles, in fa~ur of a 
I!laterialist methodology. Matters have reached a stage where one 
is eather an idealist in one's approach or a materialist. 

BUt as we have suggested, this either/or ·dichotomy between 
idealism and ,naterialism breaks down in front of what we have 
called the inseparability ot the two motivaLional categories: 

'_conflict of interesi.:s' and 1 cipl.our ditferences'. ?!e wou.Ld like 

i.;o sug0 est tihat the either/or manner of posing the problem 
introduces an air of artificiality into the race/cil:.ass debate. 

The materialist or class-analysis approach is certainly right 
in holdin[:, fast onto the idea that the material conditions of 
life are the root cause of the conflict between Black and VI hit e 
in this country; but they are less than right when they deny 
that 'beliefs' or 'ideas' pertaining to racism have also a role 
in shaping society. To subscribe to the fact that racial attitu­
des are the effect of infra-structural economic conditions, does 
not carry the logical necessity of inextricably binding one to 
the acceptance of the relative unimportance or role-insigni­

ficance of racism and other non-economic ideas (e.g. the Christian 
Crusades in the 11th century)in shaping and stratifying society 
and affe~ting the life-chances of a large section of members of 
this country. Heribert Adam, himself a strong believer in the 
determinative role of material conditions, is right in posing 
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this question: 

'Why should the independent role of 

beliefs (racism) not he granted, even 
in shaping an ec.onomic environment? 
Marxist (materialist) interpretations 
of South Africa ~arely go beyond the 
notion of base and superstructure. By 
mechanically relegating the realm of 
ideology to a mere feflection of under­
lying interests, Marxist usually ignore 
the subjective reality. A peculiar sterility 
- therefore - characterises much of the 
recent leftist writing on South Africa' 
(Adam : 47). 

Those who grant an almost exclusive and absolute autonomy to 
material, objective conditions, and deny even relative autonomy 
to a system of beliefs, ideas, prejudices, etc., will be hard 
put to it to explain some obvious South African examples which 
point to the pwwerful influence and motivational dynamics of 
these beliefs, ideas, prejudices, etc. Exrunples abound which show 
that a belief system does play a role in shaping the course of 

history. For instance, as we noted before, in 1963, Dr. H.F. 
Verwoerd, addressing a mam,uoth Afrikaner crown on the threat of 
economic sanctions against South Africa, defiantly ru1d feelingly 
declared: 

'I am absolutely opposed to concessions 
of any ~dnd. I personally would rather 
see South Africa poor but white rather than 
rich and mixed' (Botha 1967: 111). 

The 2,000 sgrong audience gave him a thunderous applause and 
chorused 'Amen'. It does seem that thre aBe a hundred and one 

factors, outside the purely economic sphere, which are as capable 
of motivating individuals and groups of people a::; well as the so 
called infra-structural objective conditions of life advanced 

by the class-analysts. TaE.e another example, outside South 
Africa this tiille. The planned return of Jews t~ Israel under 
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the charismatic leadership of people like Ben. Gurion, Moshe Dayan, 

Golda Meir, etc~, is one example among many of numerous incide•1ts 

in human history which simply refuse to be unlocked by the expla­

natory key of economic determinism. Something much more than mere 

economics impelled this particular people to some heroic feats. 
The Masade experience; The motivation behind this wholesale self­

e.nolation of men, women and children is explainable in other than 
~ere economic terms. The recent Guyana religious tragedy in the 

USA? How can ti:lis be fully and adequately explained within the 
parameters of the base-sperstructural model alone? Reality seems 
to be much more vast than this model allows. The South African 
situation is such a complex reality which refuses to be subjected 
to the over-simplification or the materialist, econoillic calculus. 
Says Heribert Adam, once more, in Perspectives in Literature: 

1 In the Sou-~h African case, material rewards 
are at present only one part of the payoff 
that accounts for the maintenance of Afrikaner 

unity. Alillost equally important would seem the 
cohesive power of a symbol system, rewards of 
esteem and status, the itegrating role of 
ideology, which is frequently underestimated, 

if not altogether rejected in economic analysis. 

Only a genuine synthesis of the interpaly between 

ideology (beliefs) and economy, not focus on 
either at the expense of the other, would seem to 

hold the key for deeper insights into the complex 
conflict' (Adam : 49-)0). 

If the ,naterialist or class-analysis appraoch errs, not by acknow­

ledginG the determinative role of material conditions, but hy 
down-plaJing the determinative role of belie-f systems as mere 
reflections of the base, the idealist or race-analysis approach 
errs by down-playing and de-emphasising the role of economic 

motivations in South Africa's social formation. It is not in 
'A"hat both camps uphold, but in what both camps tena. to reject or 

de-emphasise that the fault lies. Heribert Adam's plea for 

• ••• a genuine synthesis of the interplay between ideology and 

economy' is crucial. The separation or these two possible 
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:notivational bases in the South African situation inevitably leads 

to paucity of explanatory theory. Yes, to gloss of the dialectical 

relationship between these two important variables - clas and race -

in the South African situation, can only lead to a Promethean 
explanation of the conflict. 

As Decorah Posel says, in substance, it is disastrous to seek 
a JL"liform ranking of one variable over another. It is to their 
concrete interrelationships, their dialectical relationships, 
that we should focus on (Social Dynamics 1983: .)2). V!e can 
neglect this dealectic at our own peril. Hermann Giliomee 
suggests: 

'The challenge in ths case is to shwo 
how racial ideas and cleavgges, on the one 
hand, and class relations, on the other hand, 
structures and reinforced each other' (Social 

Dynamics 1983: 18). 
The phrase used b.i some people to describe the South African 
system as 'racial capitalism' may be more than just a fad, 
after all. This phrase tries to come to grips with the whole 
South African reality. South Africa is both a racial oligarchy 
as well as a capitalist society. But th6 two do not run paralell; 
they are mixed and inter-twined. Even the protagonists in the 
game do .LlOt knvw when they are being only racially motivated, or 
when capitalistically impelled. The two variables reinforce each 
other all the time. 

ANALYSIS INFORr:IS STRATEGY 

But it is important to realise that when one says that the two 
variables are mixed and intertwined, one speaks only af analysis 
- not of strateg:; or tactics. It is tragic to confuse an~lysis 
vd th strategy or diagnosis with the cure. It is this which 
probably led to the re~ative ineffective of ICU. Because its 
leaders analysed the situation in this country in political 

and economic terms, in the sense that in South Africa politics 
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is inseparable from economics, they concentrated mainly on political 

manoeuvres to the virtual neglect of industrial, economic action, 

thus confusing analysis with the cure. 

Now, i10w does this apply to our analysis of the situation in terms 
of racial capitalism? The determination of strategy to transform 
this kind of situation cannot be assumed automaticallY- from hearing 
what the analysis is. For instance, there are those of us who 
believe that racial capitalism can be effectively combateed only 
on the basis of black solidar1ty, whereas others take the stand 
that it can be successfully fou~ht only on the basis of for6ing 
trans-racial links and alliances with other people who are sympa­
thetic to our course. These are strategies which may or may not 

be the correct remedy for racial capitalism. But they are 
strategies, - and it is important to remember that they are 
strD.te3;ies and not principles (i.e. goals, the focal point of 
political actions). Strategies are by nature flexible: what may 
not be a 600d strat.;egJ today, may be okay tomorrow. Strate6ies 
a flexibility vthich principles do not quite enjoy. That is why 
it is import::nt to realise that disagreement, however deep, at 
the level of strategy is not disagreement about principles. Stra­
tegies and tactics are subservient to principles. 

I IDEOLCGI ~AL DIFFERE:·:CES I 

The term 'ideology' runs throu6h our everyday political conver­
sation like a ~reased pig. It is slippery; it lacks a precise 
content. But somehow we cannot allow this term to stride the 
~orld like a colossus. It illUst have so~e residual conaotation 
that one can trap and look at. 

In the contempo<Erary scene, there see:ns to be some measure of 
agreeme.a t a.:nong social scientist t!1at 'ideology' refers to a ~;;yst em 
of ideas or beliefs containing assertions about the nature of the 

desirable sJciety and the actions required for theattainment or 
maintenance of that desirable society. It is, in si10rt, a group's 
blueprint of, or visualisation of the desirable society. But I 
Albert .Nolan is rie;ht when he clinches this nodon ot l.deology 
by saying that this set of ideas about what society should be like 
1 ••• is called an ideology only ~;hen the set of ideas is adhered 
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to L:ncri tically, dogmatically, and with a great deal of emotion 

rather than as a result of some kind of objective reasoning 
based upon facts' (Nolan 1982: 1). 

In shor-t the term 'ideology' has come to have, in. politics, 

almost the same meaning the terms 'creed', 'taith' have in 
religion. lt is for this reason that Daniel Bell regards 
'ideol06Y' as ' ••• a set of heliefs, i~fused with passion, 
(seeking) to transform the whole of a way of life' (Waxman, 
ed. 1968: 261). In essence, therefore, tae residual meaning of 
'ideology' is: a blueprint, adhered to with passion, of what 
society ought to be. If this notion of ideology is correct, 
it follows that only peale who happen to possess such 'blueprints' 
may differ ideologically. 'Ideological differences' are differences 
at blueprint level. The challenge of the hour is to look at and 

examine our contempo~ary political groupings and clearly distinguish 
at least three distinct elements in taeir political doctrine and 
practice: 

* Their blueprint 

* Their strategy, and 

* T:1eir tactic.s. 

Ideological differences are differences at the level of blueprints 
of society. And i r this notion is strictly adhered to, then Jne 
say there were no 'ideological d~fferen.ces', say, hetween the older 
MIC st~ategists and the white regime that the former so persistently 
fought against. This is so because the •:Jlder ANC me;.abershi_.:; seemed 
to have had no serious quarrel with the basic blueprint of their 
current society. Our plea here is simply this: ~et us distinguish 
our differences at the level of blueprints from our differences at 
the level of strategy or tactics. The two sets of differences are 
like day andnight. 

The first level is that of 'what-to-achieve' (the blueprint); the 

second level is that of 'how-to-achieve' (strategy, or general 
plan of action); the third level is that of 'what-specific-tools­
to-use' (tactics, or immediate, specific plan of action). Differe­
nces at the second and third levels may be very important, but not 

half as serious as t.hose at the first level. Untold eonftision is 
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often created when people pretend to have ideological differences 
whereas in fact, their differences are merely strategic and 

tactical. Br. Neville Alexander, in his 1983 Hammanskraal talk, 
seemed to sense this distinction. Veighing against those who 
supported the thesis that our strugele is not for national,but 

class liberation, thereby de-e~phasising the race/colour category, 
Dr. Alexander said: 

'To deny the reality of prejudice and 
perceived differences, whatever their 
origin, is to disarm oneself strategically 
and tactically' (National Forum Publication 
1983: 25). 

These v1ords allow us to think that Dr. Alexander believes that 
at this juncture in our history the strategy and tactics of 
fighting the struggle at the level of National liberation and, 
by i~lication, on the basis of black exclusivity, carries 
decided advantages. To say this is not to say, automatically, 
that one's blueprint is Pan-Africanist, Socialist or Capitalistic. 
In factt to say what Dr. Alexander said aboue is not to speak about 
one's blueprint at all. This is a crucial distinction w~1ich must 
not be lost on us. 

In our conte~porary situation the million dollar question is: 
whether to forge allaances trans-racially for the struggle, or 
to operate solely on the basis of black solidarity, black unity. 
At what level tlo we locate this question? At the level of blueprints 
or at the 1-eli!el of strategy and tactics?The answer to this questions 

may yet bring about i;!;reater tolerance, effet'tive:sess and sophisti­
cation in the formulations of our principles (blue;rints ), strate-
gies and tactics, within the. all important strug..:>le t~1at all of 

us a re engaged in. 

~·~hen one looks at SOule of the NFC and UDF il983 write-ups on the:i::r 
respective ?Olicy statements, one is struc~ more by their similar­
ities than dissimilarities. NFC explicitly visualises what it 
terms 'anti-racist and socialist Azania'; but at the same time 
we know tJ.wt the 19)5 Freedom Charter, which m~st UDF affiliates 
accept and respect, has definite socialist elements in it. So 
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it ~oes seem t~at both the NFC and the UDF are attracted and fascinated 
by blueprints, albeit not completely spelled out, which are not that 

dissimilar. The challenge or the hour therefore is for this 
Cvnference on Black Theology to ferret out the fundamental differences J 

dissi~ilarities between these two 'embryonic blueprints', If there 
are dissimilarities, then we can truly say that the two seemingly 
irreconcilable camps differ. ideologically, that._ is, they differ at the 
level of blueprints aoout the natllre of the desirable society. In S•lO.:.'t, 
if they differ ideologically it means they have antagonistic visuali­
sations of tomor:cow' s South Arrica/Azania/Haluhdi, the name is 
immaterial. 

But as we c..ll know, the most visible dit"ference that une observes 
between the NFC and the UDF camps is that v;hilst the former operates 
on exclusive black solidarity, the latter operates on a non-racial 
basis. But even AZAPO, one af the~~pjrits within NFC, has 
repeatedly declared that its racial exclusivity stance is only 

c?nfined to \~t they term the~..Rre-li"Qeration .phaae. ___ Q_[_~}le str':lggl~:::-

thus implying that in the 'nost-liberation phase' _ _:!;~ said exclusivity 
woudl be Rh_ased out. What this sa ys to us then is that th:es exclu­
sivity is not a principle or a goal or a blueprint; it is a strattesy, 
as Dr. Neville Alexander seemed to suggest; it is a broad plan of 
action to achieve a socio-political blueprient, namely, 'an anti-racist, 
socialist Azania'. 

If this is the case, what we called the ~ost visible difference between 

the UDF and NFC affiliates, must be located at the level of strage~ 
t;:= 

not at the level of blueprints about how society should be organised. 
Differences at this level are mJre shattering than differences at any 
other level. 

BLACK THEOL_CGY: BIENVENU CR:...AbiEU? (,{": 

As long as the black people intUis country suffer a double bondage: ~ 
racial opprecsion and economic exploitation, the task of Black Theology 

v.ill always be double-pronged. Racial capitalism is the name of the /'ACf/fJ 
game. This is the sin that Black Theology wants to uncover and "b/ 
eradicate in God's own name. The term 'black' must perforce remain 
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Introduction 
Paul Piccone 

The revival of radicalism in the sixties as a result of the Vietnam war and 
the shipwreck of both the New Frontier and the Great Society. took place in 
a theoretical vacuum. Almost two decades of the Cold War had decisively 
contributed to either the destruction or integration of any type of internal 
opposition to the general policies followed by the two ruling parties. At the 
theoretical level. the on(v cn"tical remnants surviving the McCarthy era were 
a few Old Left sects with no popular base nor any relevant alternative. With 
the possible exception ofMarcuse, Goodman, and a few other obscure intel­
lectuals whose works had remained relatively unknown, there was no 
radical analysis available to either forecast the storm on the horizon or 
provide what was to become known as "the movement" with that minimal 
se(f:understanding necessary to conceptuallY- prefigure viable alternatives 
and politically implement them. 

At the beginning. this lack of historical identity. combined with a sponta­
neous resurgence of self-responsibility and social commitment in the face of 
meaningless death in a foreign land and racial and sexu'll injustices at 
home. presented itself as a breath of fresh air-a new optimism unshackled 
by the weight of the past. Only when this spontaneity had degenerated into 
chaos and the inability to turn "the movement" into a major political force 
did it become obvious that theory was unavoidable. Like Hegel's owl of 
Minerva. serious theoretical work began precisely at dusk: when the move­
ment. through intensified governmental repression and the forestalled 
promise of ending the Indochina war, had already been defused and prac­
tical(\' dissolved. 

It is indicative that the conference where the following papers were 
original(v presented took place roughly five months after the Cambodian 
invasion and the movement's last show of liveliness. Aware of the rapid 
internal disintegration of the movement, the staff of the journal Telos. in 
collaboration with the student body of the University of Waterloo. 
organized a conference on "The New Marxism" in order to investigate the 
possibility of salvaging valuable theoretical indications from the forgotten 
Western Marxist tradition. Under attack from both official bourgeois ide­
ology and Stalinism, this tradition had been completely obliterated. only to 
be gradual(v rediscovered in the late sixties by inquisitive New Leftists in 
search of historical se(tunderstanding. 

Of all the papers delivered at the conference, two have been omitted and 
one has been substituted with another by the author. Robin Blackburn's 
paper on "Structuralist Marxism" was highjacked by Dick Howard and 
Karl Klare. and a subsequent version of it has already appeared in another 
anthology. 1 Silvia Federici's paper on "Gramsci's Theory of Education" 
was withdrawn by the author because of radical changes in her political 
perspective; and Lucio Colletti's original paper on "The Marxism of the 

1. Cf. Robin Blackburn and Gareth Stedman Jones, "Louis Althusser and the Struggle for 
Marxism," in Dick Howard and Karl Klare, eds., The Unknown Dimension: European 
Marxism since Lenin (New York, 1972), pp. 365-387. 
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Translator's Note on References: In the original French text of Reading 
Capital, quotations from Capital were taken from the Editions Sociales 
version. The first three volumes of this edition, containing Volume One of 
Capital, are in the French translation of Joseph Roy, originally published 
by Maurice La Chatre in 1872, and discussed in the letter from Marx to 
La Chitre which is printed on p. 9· This translation, the proofs of which 
Marx read and corrected, modified the German original in many respects, 
both in order to simplify the text for French workers, and to incorporate 
Marx's later corrections and additions. This being the case, in this English 
translation of Reading Capital, I have translated the quotations from Volume 
One according to Roy's French text; and references are given both to the 
three Editions Sociales volumes (T.I, T.II, and T.Ill) and to the corres­
ponding passage in Lawrence and Wishart's edition of the English trans­
lation by Moore and Aveling (Vol. I). The French translations of Volumes 
Two and Three of Capital are more orthodox, so quotations are taken from 
the English translation published by Lawrence and Wishart, with minor 
modifications to bring them into closer accord with the German text where 
this is important for Althusser's or Balibar's argument. References to Vol­
umes Two and Three are to this English edition (Vol. II and Vol. III). The 
occasional references to the German text are given to the edition by Dietz 
Verlag of the Werke of Marx and Engels, in which Das Kapital occupies the 
twenty-third, twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth volumes (Bd. XXIII, Bd. 
XXIV and Bd. XXV). Q!Iotations and references to the Theories of Surplus 
Value are taken from the English translation of the Dietz Verlag edition 
of 1956-66, two volumes out of three of which have been published by 
Lawrence and Wishart in 1964 and 1969 (Vol. I and Vol. II). The IBSJ 
introduction to A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy and the 
Grundrisse der Kritik der Politischen Okonomie have been translated from the 
German text and references are given to the volume with the latter title 
published by Dietz Verlag in 1953, referred to as Grundrisse, and where 
applicable to Pre-Capitalist Economic Formations, translated from the 
Grundrisse by Jack Cohen and Eric Hobsbawm (Lawrence and Wishart, 
1964) referred to as PCEF. Other references are explained when they occur. 

Ben Brewster 

. ----~,-~- ----

Foreword to the I tal ian Edition 

1. This edition of Reading Capital differs from the first edition (Lire le 
Capital, Vols. I and II, Maspero, Paris 1965) in several respects. 

On the one hand, it is an abridged edition, since we have omitted a 
number of important contributions (the papers of Ranciere, Macherey and 
Establet) in order to allow the book to be published in a smaller format. 

On the other, it is a revised and corrected edition, and therefore in part a 
new edition: several pages, notably in Bali bar's text, were published in 
French for the first time in this edition. 

However, the corrections (cuts and additions) we have made to the 
original text concern neither the terminology nor the categories and concepts 
used, nor their internal relations, nor in consequence the general interpre­
tation of Marx's work that we have given. 

This edition of Reading Capital, although different from the first, and 
abridged and improved, therefore strictly reproduces and represents the 
theoretical positions of the original text. 

2. This last comment was a necessary one. Indeed, out of respect to the 
reader and simple honesty, we have maintained an integral respect for the 
terminology and the philosophical positions of the first edition, although 
we should now find it indispensable to correct them at two particular points. 

Despite the precautions we took to distinguish ourselves from the 'struc­
turalist' ideology (we said very clearly that the 'combination' to be found in 
Marx 'has nothing to do with a combinatory'), despite the decisive inter­
vention of categories foreign to 'structuralism' (determination in the last 
instance, domination, overdetermination, production process, etc.), the 
terminology we employed was too close in many respects to the 'structural­
ist' terminology not to give rise to an ambiguity. With a very few exceptions 
(some very perceptive critics have made the distinction), our interpretation 
of Marx has generally been recognized and judged, in homage to the current 
fashion, as 'structuralist'. 

We believe that despite the terminological ambiguity, the profound 
tendency of our texts was not attached to the 'structuralist' ideology. It is 
our hope that the reader will be able to bear this claim in mind, to verify 
it and to subscribe to it. 

On the other hand, we now have every reason to think that, despite all Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.
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the sharpening it received, one of the theses I ~dvanced as to the nature of 
philosophy did express a certain 'theoreticist' tendency. More precisely, the 
definition of philosophy as a theory of theoretical practice (given in For Marx 
and again in Part One of Reading Capital) is unilateral and therefore inac­
curate. In this case, it is not merely a question of terminological ambiguity, 
but one of an error in the conception itself. To define philosophy in a 
unilateral way as the Theory of theoretical practices (and in consequence as a 
Theory of the differences between the practices) is a formulation that could 
not help but induce either 'speculative' or 'positivist' theoretical effects and 
echoes. 

The consequences of this error in the definition of philosophy can be 
recognized and delimited at a few particular points in Part One of Readi11g 
Capital. But with the exception of a few minor details, these consequences 
do not affect the analysis that we have made of Capital ('The Object of 
Capital' and Balibar's paper). 

In a forthcoming series of studies, we shall have the opportunity of 
rectifying the terminology and correcting the definition of philosophy. 

Louis Althusser 

NOTE TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 

For the conjuncture in which this text was prepared (1965), for its character 
as a theoretico-ideological itllervention in that conjuncture, and for its 
theoretical limits, lacunae and errors, the reader should refer to the pres­
entation, 'To My English Readers,' in For Marx. 

Louis Althusser, 17 May 1970 

To the citizen Maurice La Cluftre 

Detsr Citizen, 

I applaud your idea of publishing the translation ofDas Kapital 
as a serial. In this form the book will be more accessible to the working-class, 
a consideration which to me outweighs everything else. 

This is the good side of your suggestion, but here is the reverse of 
the medal: the method of a11alysis which I have employed, and which had not 
previously bun applied to economic subjects, makes the reading of the first 
chapters rather arduous, and it is to be feared that the French public, always 
impatient to come to a conclusion, eager to know the connexion /mween 
general principles and the immediate questions that have aroused their 
passions, may be disheartened because they will be unahle to move on at once. 

This is a disadvantage I am powerless to overcome, unless it be by 
forewarning and forearming those readers who zealously seek the truth. There 
is 110 royal road to science, and only those who do not dread the fatiguing climb 
of its steep paths have a chance of gaining its luminous summits. 

London, 18 March 1872. 

Believe me, 
dear citizen 

Your devoted, 
KARL MARX 
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MR SA THS COOPER, SASOIBPC trialist .. recent_ly released after serving 
six years on Robben island, is Vice-President oj AZAPU and convenor of the 
Natiorral Forum Commiuee. 

Foreword 

The history of political resistance in this country has been an interesting, if 
not exasperating, one. Controversy has been aroused not merely by the 
form and content of the liberatorycffort but, importantly to some, by the 
question of leadership and hegemony of the struggle. 

Whilst the unity of the oppressed and exploited Black majority in this 
country has always seemed to be foremost in the minds of those striving for 
a liberated Azania, free of race, class, sex or other considerations which 
tend to create artificial differences, merely wishing this seemingly elusive 
unity or adhering to it 'in principle' is not enough. The people desire actual 
unity of effort in the process of struggle and constantly charge those in the 
leadership of the struggle not to be deflected from this course, Jest the 
ruling class benefit further from the disunity . 

And now, for the first time in the country's history, this united effort 
based on certain non-negotiable principles, untainted by particular organ­
isational positions, is being actively forged . It has never happened before 
that all political tendencies in the country have come together under one 
roof to discuss the future direction that the struggle is to assume. This 
remarkable feat was achieved on 11-12 June 1983 at Hammanskraal under 
the aegis of the National Forum Committee. 

Despite the blatant attempts by sections of the media and vested interest 
detractors to surround the National Forum with confusion, organisations 
involved in all facets of Black life and which operate outside system­
created platforms were represented and participated actively in the delibe­
rations. 

The National Forum, which is non-sectarian, was launched in response 
to the crises facing the oppressed and exploited Black masses at this time in 
their dispossessed history. It is the realisation of a long search for a 
common working basis that began with the advent of the Black Conscious­
ness Movement in the early seventies in the course of which Steve Biko 
paid with his life. When the 'new-deal' strategy of the minority settler 
regime was fast becoming a reality and individuals and groups were 
becoming seduced by the politics of co-option, the dire necessity for the 
National Forum became obvious. 

But, as the Manifesto of the Azanian people and the various resolutions 
and commission reports clearly state, the basis for a future closer working 
relationship of all relevant organisations ofthe people cannorbe a marriage 
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of convenience which would embrace elements of the ruling class and thus 
be a sell-out to bourgeois interests. Those numerous organisations pre­
sent at the First National Forum know that they are on the only road to 
total liberation when the white press attacks the outcome of our delibera­
tions and posits other groups as a counter. (No existing structure has either 
the ambit and principled broad base of the National Forum or is as 
qualitatively informed in socialist content for national liberation.) When 
the mouthpieces of the capitalist system, like the Financial Mail, condemn 
the only clear socialist document to emerge from amongst the ranks of the 
Black people, then we are assured that our chosen path is correct. The 
struggling Black masses can never seek to appease the ruling class or solicit 
approval from its liberal apC~logists. Where in history has it ever been a 
revolutionary task to utilise programmes that emanate from the oppressors 
and exploiters or to gain sanction for struggling against them? 

At the rendezvous of victory, the mass mind will ttot forget all those 
elements that attempted to engender division and further the inroads of 
Pretoria and diminish the significance of the National Forum. 

In the years of attending gatherings, the writer has not attended more 
democratic and open sessions as the AZAPO congress in February this 
year and this first National Forum. The four commission reports, the 
seven resolutions and the Manifesto were accepted unanimously, and 
often with acclaim. Clearly, also, those present at the National Forum have 
sufficient revolutionary insight and political maturity to accept that in this 
country there are various ideological tendencies and that the variation of 
emphasis, far from being an insurmountable obstacle, enhances the quality 
of struggle and guards against future totalitarianism and present monopoly 
of sectional leadership. 

Saths Cooper 
(NFC Convenor) 
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Foreword 

1 
To date, the only work which, in some detail, describes and por­
trays the re~istance of the African people to white settlement and 
subsequent settler rule is Revolt in Southern Rhodesia (1896-7) by 
Terence Ranger. Where Terence Ranger studies the causes and 
describes the organisation ~nd mode of struggle of the first na­
tional War of Resistance or First Chimurenga of 1896-7, David 
Martin and Phyllis Johnson carry the story further ,by dwelling 
principally on the second War of Resistance or the Second 
Chimurenga. 

The Struggle for Zimbabwe concentrates mainly on the decisive 
phase of the Second Chimurenga, from December 1972 to April 
1980 when victory was finally won at the elections by ZANU (PF). 

In writing the history of our struggle, the authors are compelled 
by historical reality to trace the revolutionary process through 
ZANU's history. This is unavoidable, because the armed struggle 
pace of the revolution was set by ZANU and ZAN LA, while credit 
must be given where it is merited to ZAPU and ZIPRA for. their 
complementary role. To record these true fa2ts is not bias but ob­
jectivity. 

I have been particularly impressed by the degree of the research 
that has gone into this book. Our struggle, which pitted the masses 
and their vanguard liberation movement on one side against the 
minority settler bourgeoisie (backed overtly and covertly by 
western powers, western capital, and the apartheid regime of 
South Africa) on the other, was the ultimate stage in a dialectical 
process. It represented the final phase in the development of a con­
flict situation between the colonised and the coloniser, between the 
land-hungry peasantry and the settler bourgeois land-mongers, 
between the exploited working class and the capitalist en­
trepreneurial class. The antagonism that expressed itself finally in 
the form of a liberation war had been nurtured by a host of ever 
growing grievances, chief among which was that of land-hunger. It 
was mainly on the principle of the recovery of the fatherland that 
the armed struggle was built. 
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The armed strugglewas indeed a transformation of the earlier 
non-violent or sabotage-oriented forms of national struggle. Its 
development was necessarily gradual for there was an absence of 
leaders~ip with the requisite armed revolutionary orientation. 
Soon, however, the necessary orientation took place and a definite 
decision was taken by the ZANU Central Committee at Sikombela 
Restrktion Camp in 1965 to establish abroad a Revolutionary 
Council charged with the task of prosecuting an armed liberation 
struggk It was this transformation on the part of the leader~hip 
which in turn transformed the nature of the Zimbabwean struggle 
for liberation and equated it in form to the First Chimurenga, 
although in its organisation, content and quality it was of a much 
higher stage than the latter. 

The authors have successfully told the story of a vivid drama of 
conflict and as they trace the development of its theme, they bring 
into the scene the principal characters and make them speak for 

--- ... ------------, 
- '" _____ ....... ___________ _ 

Preface 

themselves through interviews the authors personally conducted. Chimurenga is a Shona word which has its political origins in the 
The authors have also made ample use of the documents of uprisings of the 1890s as the Africans north of Limpopo River fought 

ZANU and other organisations they bring into the drama. At the to prevent the white settlers from the south occupying their land. The 
same time there is the important recognition that the 'Struggle for uprisings were crushed in 1897 and for almost seventy years the 
Zimbabwe', though primarily a responsibility of the Zimbab- Africans of the country the settlers called Rhodesia witnessed their 
weans, was also, albeit it secondarily, a responsibility of the whole most fertile lands being taken away. They were subjected to increas­
of Africa. Accordingly, the role played by the Frontline States is ingly repressive legislation and became virtual slaves in their own 
highlighted in relevant circumstances. land, subjects of the whim and the will of the settler. 

Obviously the story being told is that by an on-looker and on- Throughout these harsh years the word '~himurenga' lived on in 
lookers have the limitation that they are not the actors themselves. , the folklore of the villages and townships as the elders passed on the 
When the actors themselves finally publish the drama of their stories of the resistance of the 1890s to new generations. A second 
struggle, as they planned and prosecuted it, they will no doubt find Chimurenga war was inevitable in the face of settler obduracy, and it· 
this work a most useful supplement. began fitfully in the early Sixties as the Africans gradually came to 

Zimbabwe September /98/ 
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R~ G. Mugabe, 
Prime Minister 

recognize that only through armed struggle could they liberate their 
land. On 28 April 1966 a squad of seven guerrillas of the Zimbabwe 
African National Liberation Army (ZAN LA), the military wing of the 
Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU), died near Sinoia, 
north-west of Salisbury, in a fierce twelve-hour battle with Rhodesian 
security forces backed by helicopter gunships. 

Today ZANU marks the anniversary of that battle as Chimurenga 
Day, officially the start of ZANLA's armed struggle. The word 
'Chimurenga' has a number of meanings in current usage-revolu­
tion, war, struggle or resistance-and one of ZANU's main slogans 
during the second Chimurenga war was 'Pamberi ne Chimurenga', 
meaning 'forward with the struggle or the revolution'. 

This book concentrates on the decisive phase of the struggle, from 
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PREFACE 

21 December 1972, when a squad of nine ZAN LA guerrillas attackec 
a settler farm in north-eastern Rhodesia. This attack marked the 
change from the sporadic, and militarily ineffectual, actions of th< 
Sixties, to protracted armed struggle. Seven years to the day later, a' 
Lancaster House in London, Rhodesia finally capitulated. On H 
April 1980 the nation of Zimbabwe was born from the sacrifice an~ 
suffering of thousands of young men and women who fought and whc 
became affectionately known as the 'vakomana' and 'vasikana', liter· 
ally the 'boys' and 'girls'. 

Some of these, whom the Smith regime and much of the Western 
press referred to as 'terrorists', are introduced here. The book is 
mainly about ZANU, who won a clear-cut victory in the 1980 inde· 
pendence elections, and ZANLA, who did over 80 per cent of the­
fighting during the final decisive seven years. This is not intended to 
suggest that young people of ZIPRA did not also lose their lives in tht 
struggle for Zimbabwe, but it sets out to explain th.e background to 
the election result and the historical reasons why· ZANU and not 
ZAPU acquired Mozambique as a vital rear base for the war. It traces 
the evolution of ZANLA's new military strategy based on the mis· 
takes of the Sixties, the development of the war from Mozambique, 
the mass mobilization and political education which were to lay the 
groundwork for ZANU's election victory, the inevitable convulsions 
within the movement during the struggle, and Robert Mugabe's 
emergence as undisputed leader. Interwoven with this are the many 
international attempts to end the struggle-from the detente exercise 
to Lancaster House. Its shape and form derive from a remark made by 
Mozambique Presiden~ Samora Machel, who said in an interview in 
Dares Salaam in September 1976: 'You see in Zimbabwe today we 
have an armed struggle, that is the secondary school. When it becomes 
a revolutionary struggle, that is the university, and Dr Kissinger is 
coming to close the university before they can get there.' 

DM,PJ 
Salisbury October /980 
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Chronology 

On 12 September the 'Pioneer Column' ran up the Union Jack 
on Harare Hill in Salisbury and 'in the name of Queen 
Victoria, took possession of Mashonaland, and all other 
unpossessed land in South-Central Africa that it should be 
found desirable to add to the Empire'. 
Order-in-Council in London declares Mashonaland a British 
Protectorate. 
Matabeleland invaded and occupied by settlers. 
Death of Lobengula. 
Mashonaland and Matabeleland renamed Rhodesia. 
Mashona and Matabele uprisings. Matabele uprising crushed 
in October and Mash on a uprising a year later. 
The spirit mediums Nehanda and Kagubi are tried and 
hanged. An Order-in-Council renames Rhodesia 'the Colony 
of Southern Rhodesia'. 
An all-white Legislative Council is formed. 
Mapondera uprising at Mazoe, the last military assault on 
white rule until the 1960s. Mapondera was captured four years 
later and died after a hunger strike. 
Death of Rhodes. All Africans over fourteen years required by 
law to register and carry passes (situpas ). 
Nyamanda and Matabele National Home Movement lead pro­
test at decision to vary 'native' reserves in quality and size. 
Privy Council in London rejects case for African and British 
South Africa Company ownership of the land and decides that 
it belongs to the Crown. 
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For twenty years, Robert Mug abe has been 
typecast as an extremist: a colourless 

Marxist-Leninist ideologue and a fanatical 
guerrilla leader. Now, in his fifties, with the 
bitter experience of political imprisonment 

behind him, he represents the long 
sought-after reconciliation of a nation- and a 
continent- that has been many years in the 

making. 
Mugabe was the last person the British, the 

Americans, and even the Russians, either 
expected- or wanted- to be Prime Minister of 

Zimbabwe. His victory in that country1s first 
democratic elections came Qs a surprise to, and 

terrified, his opponents. And yet Mugabe1s. 
moderation, pragmatism and apparent 

sympathy for his opponents, have utterly 
mystified them. 

Who is Mugabe? What influence will he have 
on Africa1s future? This biography presents an 

in-depth profile of the man who is the most 
influential and articulate of Africa's 

statesmen, the black leader who holds the key 
to the future of Southern Africa. 
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BIBLICAL MESSAGE AGAINST APART~EID 

The Bible clearly takes a stand against the sin of 
racism. All people are created in God's image 
(Genesis 1,27). Christ has died to justifv and 
give life to all people (Romans 5,8). The Church 
of Jesus Christ may not allow itself to be divided 
according to races (Galatians 3,28). As the body 
of Christ, we are called upon not to participate in 
injustices, but to put our life at the disposal of 
God and (give to him) our members as weapons of 
righteousness (Romans 6,13). 

The Synod confesses that we as Regional Ch~rch and 
its members are implicated in our industriel society 
which aims at material wealth. We are entanqlad in 
hostility against foreigners, who live among us, 
in oppression on a global scale and in racism. We 
hesitate to allow ourselves to become aware with the 
necessary profoundness of the social causes of 
racial oppression and of our personal entanglement 
and to take a stand on the side of the poor and the 
suffering. 

Our Regional Church is challenged to participate 
in the confession ~f the Church of Jesus Christ 
against the doctrine and practice of apartheid in 
South Africa. This doctrine perverts the biblical 
message, divides the church and violates human rights. 
We therefore reject 'on the basis of faith and in 
order to manifest the unity of Church', 'publically 
and unequivocally the existing apartheid system' in 
South Africa. Even if the white Churches in South 
Africa have discarded the fellowship, we appeal to 
them not to remain outside our unity. 

We appeol to our congregations and their members to 
do everything in their· power, to recognise the 
entanglement in this system and to co-operate in 
changing it. 
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SOUTH AFRICA - THE COUNTRY 

South Africa is five times the size of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. South Africa has got 
30 million inhabitants. Of those, 4,5 million are 
Whites. The Whites own approximately B?% of the 
land which has got extraordinary resources. Blacks, 
Ccloureds, and Indians who live in the white areas 
mainly as cheap labourers, are confined in so-called 
townships within these White areas. These townships 
are racially segregated residential areas on the 
fringe of the 11 White 11 cities. 13% of the land is 
reserved for B1acks, These are the sa-called 

"' 11 Homelands". Some of these Homelands have been 
declared independent states by the South African 
Government. No state in the world, howevar, has 
recognized this arbitrary policy of White South 
Africans. The "Homeland-policy" is aimed at mak'ing 
all Blacks lose their claim to rights as citizens of 
South Africa. For Whites, this is the simplest and 
cheapest way of depriving 21 million Blacks of all 
their rights in their own land. 9 Million Blacks have 
already been dumped in this way in ethnically segregated 
areas. 

In this country, African Churches proclaim the 
Gospel. 

SOUTH AFRICA'S HISTORY 

Whites in South Africa, when talking about their 
history, say that the country was unpopulated when 
Jan van Riebeeck landed at the Cape with the first 
group of Dutch citizens in 1652. But the truth is 
that the cattle-keeping, originally so-called 
Khoi-Khoi (known to us as Hottentots), and the 
hunting and gathering Bushmen were inhabiting the 
country. Bantu-speaking people like the Xhosa and 
the Zulu, subsequently moved down from the North. 
For centuries, these, together with the Hottentots, 
fought in their defence against the Whites who were 
penetrating the interior of the country. 

Due to the superior arms technology of the Whites, 
however, they were killed, enslaved, or pushed in~o 
infertile regions, which partly form the basis of 
today's reserves ("Bantustans", "Homelands"). The 
term "Bantustans" which denoted the reserves of Black 
Africans, was later substituted by the word "Homelands", 
which mystifies the harsh realities. The Boers 
(= peasants) of Dutch origin, who form the mainstream 
of the Nationalist Party which is in power today, 
only got into power after continuous confliGts with 
the English-speaking people. On the basis of their 
religious belief of being God's chosen people in the 
midst of the heathen peoples and therefore being the 
rightful owners of all the resources of this country, 
they developed the system of racial segregation. The 
architect of the practical implementation of 
Apartheid in the form of reserves, was Dr. Verwoerd, 
who at first was Minister of Bantu Affairs and 
subsequently Prime Minister, until his assassination 
in 1966. He was followed by J.B. Vorster, who was 
Minister of Police under Verwoerd. Prime Minister 
Vaster, continuing his previous activities, secured 
the implementation of Apartheid by passing security laws 
and state apparatuses for their application (Security 
Pol~cy, Police, bannings of all publications, individual~ 

and organisations which worked for peaceful change). 
His successor, P.W. Batha, formerly Minister of Defense, 
is since 1979, engaged in military attempts to secure 
the survival of the Whites (relocations conducted by the 
military, of dispersed Black settlements to more easily 
ruled "Homelands", attempts to gain military support 
from the West by conjuring up communism as the threat 
that the Christian West will have to fight against, and 
by making concessions to a minority of collaborating 
Black Africans and Coloureds, which give the impression 
that Apartheid is being abolished and which are aimed 
at effecting division amongst Blacks). 

Ever since 1912, organised liberation and resistance 
movements against the violent rule perpetrated by a ~ 
White minority are being formed. Most of them work 
with non-violent methods (education, conscientisation, 
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Since the 1970's, the African National Congress (ANC) 
and the Pan African Congress (PAC) started an armed 
struggle which is, however, not directed at people 
but at certain targets. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN COU~CIL Of CHURCHES 

Approximately three quarters of all South Africans 
belong to some Christian Church or other. 

The majority of Churches - as e.g. Methodists, 
A~glicans, Presbyterians, congregationalists, the 
Black Reformed and Lutheran Churches, and the 
Moravians, have joined to form the South African 
Council of Churches (SACC). They represent c. 15 
million Black and White Christians. 

The SACC has close links with the Catholic Church and 
with the Independent African Churches. The White Dutch 
Reformed Church (NGK) is not a member of the SACC. 

The SACC openly and emphatically criticizes the policy 
of Apartheid. Its present general secretary, Bishop 
D. Tutu, is internationally known and recognised for 
his active opposition against racism and injustite in 
his country. 

The individual divisions of the SACC deal with mission, 
evangelism and ecumenical relations, with issues of 
marriage and the family (seeing that millions of families 
are threatened by the system of migrant labour), and 
with theological education. The latter is of special 
importance for those Black Churches which do not have 
any training centres. The work that is being done 
within the Division of Justice and Reconciliation is 
particularly difficult and yet indispensable for the 
Council of Churches. The people who work within this 
division examine issues like conscientious objection, 
the stop to further investments, a code of conduct for 
overseas firms, civil disobedience, violence and counter 
violence. They are searching for theologically founded 

answers to the questions of Christians who have to live 
in a country where injustice rules. 

The Churches have furthermore entrusted the SACC with 
the defence of political prisoners, and with the 
support of their families, as well as rehabilitation 
after their release. The financial resources for 
this task are supplied by the Asingeni Relief fund. 
Other mandates of the SACC are the encouragement of 
self-help projects, financial aid for pupils and 
students, and enquiries into the special plight of 
relocated farm workers and domestic servants. This 
work contributes to alleviating people's misery 
throughout the country as well as conscientizing 
people. 

At a visit to Berlin in January 19B2, the Black 
Lutheran Bishop of Johannesburg, Dr. Manas 
Buthelezi, stressed the important role of the 
South African Council of Churches. Buthelezi 
emphasized the fact that, after the banning of 
other organisations with similar aims in 1977, 
the Council of Churches was the only organisa­
tion which could legitimately talk in the name 
of the majority of people in South Africa. The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa 
expressed its support for the South African 
Council of Churches in the face of Government 
hostility, and its gratitude for the solidarity 
which overseas Churches have shown. 
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A GREETING FOR THE CHURCHES IN EUROPE AND THE USA 

From Bishop Tutu 

The Prime Mlnister of South Africa, in order to get the 
support of the white electorate, said South Africa is 
facing a total onslaught, mainly communist, from out­
side. Anybody or anyone who refused to participate 
in his total strategy against the total onslaught was 
unpatriotic and would bear the brunt of official 
and popular (white) hostility. 

The SACC has been seen by most whites and certainly 
by the Government as a thorn in its flesh, constantly 
~peaking about God's demand for righteousness and 
justice, for peace and reconciliation and serving the 
least of our Lord 1 s brethren in supp.ortiflg the families 
of political prisoners and in providing legal defence 
for people charged with political offences. These two 
activities, especially, have not endeared the Council 
to the Government and to the white community. More 
recently we have focussed attention on the diabolical 
policy of mass population removals when over 2 million 
blacks have been uprooted from their homes and dumped 
as you dump rubbish and not people, in unviable, arid 
and poverty stricken bantustans into which South Africa 
has been balkanised on ethnic grounds. There Ls massive 
starvation and suffering in a country of plenty and all 
because of deliberate Government policy. Men have to 
leave their families for 11 months as migrant labourers 
living in single-sex hostels. So black family life is 
also being destroyed by deliberate Government policy. 
The world saw how apartheid treats God's children in 
what was done to the Nyanga squatters who were forced 
out of accommodation to sit in the open with no covering 
against the rain and cold. _And_!:~~~_ h_9ve condemned and 
continue to condemn apartheid s.-ta.ia!.ly_gvil_and __ 
unChristian as az1sm and Communism and we continue to 

1/ -can on "the inf"ernational com.mun_! ty to help us by 
~ 7 ~_ed,ing-:p_r-~:sS\IT_e (ppli.tical., .di.p)()_lllatic and above all, 

economic) to p_~su~de. the South Afri.ca·6:-"Government 
to come to the conference table before it is too late. 
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A GREETING FOR THE CHURCHES IN EUROPE AND THE USA 

From Bishop Tutu 

The Prime Minister of South Africa, in order to get the 
support of the white electorate, said South Africa is 
facing a total onslaught, mainly communist, from out­
side. Anybody or anyone who refused to participate 
in his total strategy against the total onslaught was 
unpatriotic and would bear the brunt of official 
and popular (white) hostility. 

The SACC has been seen by most whites and certainly 
by the Government as a thorn in its flesh, constantly 
speaking about God's demand for righteousness and 
justice, for peace and reconciliatiQn and serving the 
least of our Lord 1 s brethren in supp.ortiflg the families 
of political prisoners and in providing legal defence 
for people charged with political offences. These two 
activities, especially, have not endeared the Council 
to the Government and to the white community. More 
recently we have focussed attention on the diabolical 
policy of mass papulation removals when over 2 million 
blacks have been uprooted from their homes and dumped 
as you dump rubbish and not people, in unviable, arid 
and poverty stricken bantustans into which South Africa 
has been balkanised on ethnic grounds. There Ls massive 
starvation and suffering in a country of plenty and all 
because of deliberate Government policy. Men have to 
leave their families for 11 months as migrant labourers 
living in single-sex hostels. Sa black family life is 
also being destroyed by deliberate Government policy. 
The world saw how apartheid treats God's children in 
what was done to the Nyanga squatters who were forced 
out of accommodation to sit in the open with no covering 
against the rain and cold. And we have condemned and 
continue to condemn apartheid-aiiit~i ly_gvil_ and __ 
unChristian as azlsm and Communism and we continue to 

-can on ""the "international com.m1,1n_! ty to help us by 
f 7 ~_ed,i~r·!!:S _Sl.fr-~ (pgUtical., ___ di_p)~!':'.atic and above all, 

economic) to R._~su~de the South African~ "Gavernment 
to come to the conference table before it is tao late. 

There is no real change in South Africa. International 
hotels, mixed sport, etc. are merely cosmetic and 
superficial. Real change has to do with political 
powersharing. We have said if the Government did only 
four Thl.ng·s -as the beginning to change, we would tell 
our people, "Be patient, thev are now talking about 
real change". 

They must a) have one citizenship for all South 
Africans in an individed South Africa; 

b) abolish the Pass laws even if it is 
phased, to avoid chaos; 

c) stop immediately the vicious policy of 
papulation removals and 

d) establish a uniform education system. 

We talk peaceful change and we are vilified~ Soon 
blacks will get disillusioned and embittered and tQen 
~e will have the bloodbath which could start World Wa~ 
~ We talk justice and reconcll1ation and the 
Government smear us and certain of the Press join in 
this well-orchestrated campaign to discredit us by 
calling in question cur handling of funds. We had an 
investigation by Mr. T.S. Potter, past president of 
the Transvaal Society of Chartered. Accountants, He 
gave us a clean bill of health. Now new innuendos and 
rumours have been started. We then decided to set up 
a commission of enquiry headed by a senior advocate. 
To gain political capital, the Government has now set 
up its own judicial commission. We have nothing to 
hide and we are not afraid. "If God be far us, who 
can be against us". 

Many in your country who would like to be involved in 
South Africa without considering the political and 
moral implications are happy to see us being dis­
credited. We rely on our friends to set the record 
straight. 

Gad bless you arid thank you for your support. 
Yours sincerely 

Bishop Desmond Tutu 

~, .. 

·v:,__ 
Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



THE DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH (NGK) 

In the 1930's, South Africa witnessed increasing 
social antagonisms between the poor white workers 
(who were originally of Dutch descent). At that 
stage, the Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) (which had,, 
through its mission activities, already won over many 
Christians from amongst the Blacks), sided with the 
white workers. It developed theological arguments 
which were to become the basis of the argument for 
racial segregation. Ever since that time, those 
principles form the religious backing of the Apart­
heid programme of the Nationalist Party which is in 
power since 1948. Until this day, the NGK adheres 
to its unbiblical racism. 

DUTCH REFORMED CHURCH THREATENED WITH ISOLATION 

Johannesburg, February 1, 1992 (epd). A 
delegation of the Reformed League (Reformierter 
Bund) in Germany, which is presently visiting 
South Africa, has submitted an ultimatum to the 
Dutch Reformed Church. This ultimatum relates 
to the Dutch Reformed Church's support for ~he 
Apartheid-policy. This delegation consists of 
four members of the Reformed League, The 
general secretary, Joachrim Guhrt is leading 
this delegation, which also represents the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD). In a press 
statement, the delegation threatened to cut all 
their ties with the White NGK, in case the latter 
continues the Apartheid-policy and maintains racial 
segregation in its member churches. 

This declaration was preceded by the resolution 
taken by the Federation of Protestant Churches 
in Switzerland, who had discontinued their 
dialogue with the White Dutch Reformed Church. 

THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES' OPPOSITION TO APARTHEID 

When the SACC, on the basis of Christian conviction 
condemned Apartheid in its "Message to t~e People of 
South Africa" in 1969, the reaction of the majority 
of Whites was one of indignation. According to the 
"Message" (Authorised Summary), "Apartheid as a 
doctrine of separation is a false faith, a novel 
gospel; it inevitably is in conflict with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, which offers salvation, bot~ individual 
and social, through faith in Christ alone, lt is 
keeping people away from the real knowledge of Christ; 
therefore it is the Church's duty to enable our people 
to distinguish between the demands of the South 
African state and the demands of Christian disciple­
ship." 

"But in South Africa, everyone is expected to believe 
that a man's racial identity is the most important 
thing about him: only when it is clearly settled can 
any significant decisions be made about him. Those 
whose racial classification is in doubt are tragically 
insecure and helpless. Without racial identity, it 
seems, we can do nothing; he who has it, has life; 
he who has not racial identity has not life. This 
belief in the supreme importance of racial identity 
amounts to a denial of the central statements of the 
Christian Gospel." 
'~he Gospel of Jesus Christ declares that God is love; 
separation is the opposite force of love. It reinforces 
distinctions which the Holy Spirit is calling the 
people of God to overcome; it calls good evil. This 
policy is, therefore, a form of resistance to the 
Holy Spirit. " 

At the same time, young Black people, especially 
students who were influenced by Christianity and by 
the tradition of their Forefathers, made African aware 
of the fact that they had the same human dignity as 
Whites, that they were not born to be servants of the 
Whites, and that they had a claim to equal human rights. 
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This new identity, called "Black Consciousness Movement" 
finally emerged after Blacks had been oppressed for 
centuries, which is something that impressed its mark 
deeply in the consciousness of many Blacks. For many 
Whites, this quest for a new identity on the part of 
Blacks, is difficult to understand. 

The "Black Consciousness Movement gave an impetus to 
many students' demonstrations against the system in 
1976/77 in Soweto and throughout the country. Th.a 
Government replied with terrible massacres. The SACC 
and especially the Christian Institute offered assistance 
to many thousands of people who were threatened with 
imprisonment, torture, and death. The various 
organisations of the "Black Consciousness Movement", 
and the Christian Institute were subsequently banned by 
the Government. The present moves by the Government 
make it seem likely that it will now attempt to put an 
and to the work of the SACC. 

THE STATE'S CONFRONTATION WITH THE COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

(A summary by H. Sarfontein, South Africa) 

The appointment by the Government of a judicial commission 
to investigate all aspects of the activities of the South 
African Council of Churches (SACC), is a new phase in 
the ongoing and escalating Church-State conflict in 
South Africa. 

The five man commission under Chairmanship of Mr. Justice 
F.C. Eloff, a respected Supreme Court Judge, has already 
begun with its investigations. It will start hearing 
evidence at public sessions in May or June this year. 

This investigation is seen as the first step by the 
Government to take some form of action against the SACC, 
its leaders and officials. 

The SACC represents all the main English language multi­
racidl Churches with a total membership of about 15 
million Black and White Christians. 

The scope of the mandate of the commission is virtually 
unlimited. It covers all aspects of its administrat~on 
activities, finances (donors and recipients), histort, 
theological views, and links with overseas churches and 
organisations. 

Regardless of whether the commission makes specific 
recommendations to the Government or not (and in tar"-5 
of the mandate, it is optional), the final decision lies 
with the Government, 

As with the recent controversial Steyn Commission of 
Inquiry into the press, the Government can use such a 
report to create the necessary public climate for some 
later action, although it might reject or ignore some 
immediate recommendations. 

This inquiry takas place against the background of two 
important developments in recent years. 

Firstly, there have bean a series of clashes between the 
SACC and its leaders and the Government on a number of 
important religious and political issues. 

Secondly, the SACC has been in the news because of 
allegations in and outside the courts of financial 
maladministration involving some of its senior former 
officials. 

At the root of this Church-State conflict is the deep 
belief of Ministers and ordinary Christians of the SACC 
member Churches and also a few NGK theologians such as 
Dr. Beyers Naude, that the apartheid policy and laws are 
evil, immoral and therefore non-Christian. 

THE CHURCHES DEMAND RESISTANCE AGAINST APARTHEID 

July 1979 was perhaps a watershed in Church-State 
relations in South Africa, because at the annual Confer­
ence at Hammanskraal outside Pretoria, Dr. Alan Boesak, 
the Theologian of the Naderduits Gereformeerde Sendingkerk 
(for Coloureds) made a clarion call challenging the SACC 
member churches: The time has come that Churches and 
Christigns should adopt a programme of civil disobedience 
to actively defy the apartheid laws. 

I 
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ihat sparked off a series of events which caused a 
further deterioration in the Church-State relation­
ship. And it also caused increased tension inside the 
SACC member churches betweBn the voungBr and more 
radical Black and White Christians, and the conservative 
leadership and the majority of Whites - the latter 
resenting the outspoken criticism against the Government 
and ap3rtheid. 

In May 1980, the SACC conference discussed specific 
acts of civil disobedience, which was followed shortly 
afterwards by a march of 53 clergymen on the Police 
headquarters, Jonn Vaster Square, in Johannesburg, when 
all were arrested. 

And following a series of sharp attacks by Cabinet 
Ministers on the SACC, the removal for the second time 
of Bishop Desmond Tutu's passport. The SACC Secretary 
General and the news t11at the Government was sponsoring 
the ultra conservative Christian League with the 
specific purpose of undermining the SACC, a second 
round of taJks with Prime Minister P.W. Botha was 
finally cancelled in April last year. 

The Governme~t is particularly incensed about the stand 
of the SACC and its member Churches on issues such as 
civil disobedience, conscientious objection to military 
service, and decisions that Ministers should marry 
racially mixed couples in defiance of the apartheid 
legislation and financial support to the Nyanga 
"Homeless" to return to Cape Town after they were 
deported to the Bantustans. 

The antagonistic mood of the Government and its 
supporters about the SACC and Bishop Tutu is reflected 
in the latest 5 teyn Investigation- on the press) and 
Rabie Commission (on security legislation). 

In both the SACC and its stand on issues such as civil 
disobedience was criticized. The Steyn Commission 
specifically warned Bishop Tutu because of his support 
of Black theology and liberation theology which involved 
support fLr the terrorists. 

OPEN CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE SACC 

The Eloff Commission differs from the Schlebusch 
Parliamentary Commission of Inquiry in the early 
1970's into the Christian Institute, Nusas and 
the S.A. Institute of Race Relations. That 
inquiry sat behind closed doors and legal 
represEntation was not allowed. 
The outcome was that the Christian Institute 
and Nusas was declared affected organisations, and 
could thus no longer receive funds from overseas 
and some of its officials were immediately banned, 
and others in 1977. 
This inquiry will be in the open, with the SACC 
allowed to have legal assistance and representation. 
It is clear that the main purpose of the inquiry 
is to seriously damage the influence and witness 
of the SACC. Its strategy with the inquiry and 
afterwards will be to attempt to drive a wedge 
between the SACC and its member Churches and 
between the radical Blacks and conservative 
Whites to embarrass it and to damage its inter­
national prestige. 
Therefore, the public hearings, la3ting over many 
months will be an opportunity where the "dirty 
washing" and "embarrassing" political facts and 
other facts about the SACC would be displayed. 
Thus the hearings will be exploited by the 
Government to embarrass the Council. 
The Government apparently hopes to prove that 
there is a close link between the SACC and overseas 
Churches and organisations, which again have a 
close link with ''terrorist" organisations, such as 
the ANC and Swapo. In particular, it wanti to 
expose the SACC links with the WCC, which have 
been mentioned in both the Steyn and Rabie 
Commissions, as part of the "total marxist 
onslaught" against South Africa. l 
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Should the investigation reveal that there had 
been mismanagement of funds, it open the way for 
the Government to take action in terms of the Fund 
Collecting Act which controls the use of public 
funds. Of course, as long and the investigation 
continues, and it can last for longer than a year, 
the activities of the SACC are seriously hampered. 
Already understaffed, it delays the appointment 
of new personnel and the launching of new projects. 

THE EXISTENCE OF THE SACC IS THREATENED 

(The inquiry and its findings will open the way 
for legal action by the Government) 

It is unlikely, at this stage, for a number of 
strategic considerations, that the Government 
will harm the SACC and its officials, for such 
action a lenghty and costly judicial inquiry is 
not needed. 

It seems more likely that the Government would 
want to cripple the SACC by cutting off its 
international support. At the moment, at least 
90fo of its 5 million rand annual budget comes 
from overseas sources. 

The Government has two options: it can declare 
the SACC an affected organisation in terms of 
which it may receive no overseas funds, or: it 
might forbid the SACC to receive funds from 
overseas bodies, which also have close ties with 
the ''terrorist" organisations and are financing 
the SACC. 

There can 
at present 
survival. 
threatenE>d 
Government 

thus be little doubt that the SACC is 
involved in a desperate fight for 
Its very existence and operations are 
by the inquiry and inevitable subsequent 
action. 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN GERMANY 
(EKD) DEFENDS SACC 

In South Africa, suspicions are being spread 
against office-bearers of the SACC, because of 
alleged irregularities in its finances. In the 
face of these suspicions, the EKD Commission on 
"Church Resources for Development Service" 
(''Kirchliche Mittel fur den Entwicklungsdienst") 
wrote a letter to the general secretary of the 
SACC, Bishop Desmond Tutu. This letter which 
was dated December, 1981 stated the following: 

"1. Following the unrests in Soweto and elsewhere 
in June 1976, the SACC has set up the Asingeni­
Fund to assist victims. KED has, from the 
beginning, participated in financing the 
Asingeni-Fund, because protection of basic 
human rights is part of KED's concept of 
development. KED was always aware, that some 
of the assistance through the Asingeni-Fund 
had to be anonymous and without identifying 
the receivers. The Asingeni Fund was therefore 
put at the discretion of the General Secretary 
of the SACC. 

2. The KED-Committee is grateful for the many 
detailed reports about the use of the Asingeni­
Fund. The KED-Committee is satisfied with 
these reports, The KED-Committee is satisfied 
with these reports, The KED-Committee knows, 
that not all grants of the Asingeni-Fund can 
be accounted for publicly because this might 
put the receivers in a dangerous position. 

3. rhe KED-Committeu will continue to co-operate 
with the SACC and the churches in the Republic 
of South Africa for the broad aims of develop­
ment to the benefit of human persons and for 
the sake of justice and reconciliation." 

~ 
Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



TDTill_ STRl\TEGY 

In 1978, South Africa's Prime Minister, P.W. 
Bolha, annour•ced a "Total Strategy" in order to 
strengthen his regime. First of all, he tried 
to include even the churches and the SACC, as 
well as the small non-white middle class in 
this strategy. At a meeting of cabinet-members 
and senior members of the SACC, he declared: 

"All of us believe in Christ our lord ••• we 
reject communism ••• we reject violence as a 
means of undermining the State". 
"I am prepared to lead my people on the road to 
take positive steps to create new dispensations, 
but I am not prepared to lead them on the road 
of a Government of one man one vote". 

But this one man, one vote system is exactly 
what the Black majority demands. For the SACC, 
Tutu reiterated the demands of South Africa's 
Blacks and of individual Whites. A National 
Assembly of recognised leaders of all population 
groups should be called to work out a common 
constitution. As preconditions for this, the 
Go 3rnment should grant: South African citizen­
ship to all people who live and work in South 
Africa, equal education for Whites and Blacks, 
abolishment of pass laws, and discontinuation of 
relocations (until now, round about 2 million 
Blacks have been affected by relocations, and 
another 2 million are still to be relocated). 
In May 1981, the SACC, the Catholic Church, and 
many political groups - also White groups -
boycotted the celebrations on the occasion of the 
20th Anniversary of the Republic of South Africa. 
Such boycotts are unpleasant to the rulers of 
South Africa, for it is through such church 
activities that the true conditions in South 
Africa become known internationally. This is 
another reason why the Government tries to stop 
the work of the SACC, 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 

More and more people in South Africa see that civil 
disobedience becomes their Christian obligation 
to resist the laws which are contrary to God's 
commandments. Thus, A. Boesak, an internationally 
known theologian from Cape Town, already stated 
in 1979: "The Church has to start exercising 
pressure against the system, ••• planning civil 
disobedience on a greater scale, and challenging 
Christians, particularly White Christians, on 
this topic. It is no longer sufficient to 
condemn unjust laws and tomorrow obey the same 
laws as if nothing had happened". Boesak wrote 
to the Minister of Justice in an open letter: 
"I would like you to understand that I have 
called for civil disobedience as a Christian ••• 
I am surprised that some people want to see this 
call an an instigation to violence. In actual 
fact, this call poses an alternative to voilence". 

The protests of young people in 1976/77, the 
schools-boycott by 100 000 "Coloured" pupils in 
1980, which was sustained for months, and the 
increasing number of workers' strikes and 
consumer boycotts since the 1970's - all these are 
part of the civil disobedience which Blacks have 
been carrying out for decades now, This history 
of civil disobedience is hardly known in Germany. 
Civil disobedience, as it was started by Gandhi, 
and continued by the African National Congress, 
is now also being taken up by the Churches. When 
the "Coloured" pupils demanded equal education for 
all of South Africa's young people, they were 
supported by their parents, teachers, ministers, 
and by Indian and Black pupils. The Government 
arrested hundreds of them, amongst them also the 
former general secretary of the SACC, Reverend 
J. Thorne. At Pentecost in 1980, 53 ministers and 
bishops of different races and churches marched 
t~ the police headquarters in solidarity. 

G0 
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They demanded Thorne's release; however, they 
were arrested themselves for a short time. 

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION 

In 1974, the Annual Conference of the SACC 
already declared that the Republic of South 
Africa is a "fundamentally unjust, discriminatory 
society" which ''in~titutes structural violence 
and (provoked) the counter-violence of the 
terrorists or freedom fighters". Since the SACC 
rejects violence as a means of solving conflicts, 
it appeals to its member churches to examine 
whether Christ's call to "take up the cross and 
fallow him in identifying with the oppressed, 
does nat, in our situation, include conscientious 
abjection". 

The (White) parliament consequently extended the 
"Defence Act". Ever since then, conscientious 
objectors are being threatened with 6 years' 
imprisonment and/or a fine of R5 000. 
In 1980, round about 5 200 conscripts are said to 
have evaded military service. In the period 
1975 - 1978, aver 2 300 conscripts were sentenced 
because they had refused to obey their call-up. 

MARRIAGE LAWS 

In October 1981 1 the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa urged its 
Ministers to also conduct racially mixed 
marriages in future, despite the law against 
mixed marriages. This does nat only mean a refusal 
to co-operate with the State, but it is also a 
call for conscious transgression of laws (civil 
disobedience), for ministers in South Africa 

to,fulfil at the same time, the function of 
marriage officers. Beforehand, Presbyterians, 
Anglicans, Methodists, and Congregationalists 
had asked the Prime Minister to abolish these 
laws. However, Bothe demanded an agreement of 
all churches on this question instead. 
He demanded this in the knowledge that the White 
Dutch Reformed Church upholds the prohibition of 
mixed marriages on principle. Consequently, a 
unanimous decision on the Mixed Marriages Act 
cannot be reached by the churches. The decision 
taken by the Presbyterians, however, serves as 
a signal for other churches and groups. 

BOYCOTT 

At a visit to the Federal Republic of Germany in 
1978, the General Secretary of the SACC, Bishop 
Tutu declared that the investments by foreign 
banks and firms would only "serve the continued 
exploitation and oppressia11 of the Blacks" in 
South Africa. To the question as to whether 
Blacks would not have to suffer even more in 
case investments were withdrawn, he replied, 
"We cannot see an end to our present suffering. 
If, however, we were to suffer for a worthwhile 
cause, this suffering would at least be meaningful. 
I would like to emphasise that putting a stop to 
further investments is the last chance for peace­
ful change in our country. I hope that there are 
people in your country who will understand this". 
At a visit in Denmark in 1980, he added, "I 
think it is a disgrace that Denmark buys up 
South African coal and thereby strengthens its 
dependence an South Africa at a time when one 
hopes to reduce South Africa to a weaker bargain­
ing position, sa that change will come to us as 
soon as possible. 

~ 
Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



As a consequence, the South African Government 
confiscated Tutu's passport, so that, ever 
since then, he can no longer travel into foreign 
countries to admonish people there. 

As early as 1963, the Black South African Peace 
N0 bel Prize Winner, A. Luthuli, a convinced 
Christian, wrote to the member states of the UN: 
"I would like to urge you not to be deferred from 
acting by the pretext often expressed by our 
oppressors, that boycotts and sanctions would 
bring about more suffering for us Blacks than 
for the White South Africans. We are prepared 
for that suffering which will lead us to liberation -
as it has always been the fate of all oppressed, 
What we are not determined to do - at whatever 
cost - is to consent to a status quo which reduces 
us to serfs in our own country". 

WHAT CAN CHRISTIANS IN GERMANY DO? 

Already in 1972, the Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Germany expressed its 
"growing concern" that the system of racial 
discrimination against the Black and Coloured 
population in South Africa and in South West 
Africa would inevitably lead to an escalation of 
violence. 

We cannot expect a peaceful development for as 
long as a White minority is denying essential 
human rights to the majority of the population. 
As Christians, we cannot keep quiet about this. 
We would like to do everything we can to ensure 
that conditions of justice and human dignity for 
all people in Southern Africa will be brought 
about in a peaceful way. 

Many congregations, deaneries and other groups 
have since developed their own initiatives to 
help people in South Africa. The Evangelical 

~omen's Work in Germany (Evangelische Frauenarbeit 
in Deutschland) advocates a boycott of South 
African food products, and of the South African 
Kruger Rands, etc. With this boycott action, 
this group of women has evoked continuing discussions 
about problems in South Africa and conscientisation 
of people in their own country. 

Many congregations and deaneries have established 
close links with individuals or congregations or 
groups in South Africa who are working on projects 
for social change. Members of these congregations 
in Germany and in South Africa visit each other. 
During the last few months, gr~ups from several 
congregations held vigils in front of the South 
African Embassy in Bonn. In this way, they 
demanded the release of people in detention without 
trial, who are not protected by any legal rights 
and who are exposed to torture. In this way, 
they also support the families of political prisoners 
in South Africa who have, in many parts of the 
country, formed groups to demand the release of 
their relatives and the abolishment of unjust 
laws. The families of political prisoners 
appreciate the vigils which are being held 
simultaneously in front of South African consulates, 
tourist bureaus, etc. in the Federal Republic of 
Germany, in the Netherlands, in the U.K. and 
elsewhere; they find them helpful for their work. 

More and more congregations ask the question: What 
can we do? And they realise that any activities 
presuppose detailed information. The South African 
Government, in turn, tries to give financial 
aid to institutions, media, and individuals in 
order to gain worldwide recognition or at least 
tolerance for its policies. On orders by South 
Africa, advertlsing agencies in the Federal 
Republic of Germany organise and finance trips to 
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Sc·Jth Africa for German journalists and also for 
church representatives. This often necessitates 
the correction of false reports and half-truths 
even in church circles. We base our knowledge 
of South Africa mainly on the witness of the 
churches which are joined together in the South 
African Council of Churches; it is this witness 
that we regard as the decisive one. Our congrega­
tions should also take this witness as a criterion 
for assessing the information that the South 
African Government and its media disseminate. 

There are many Black South Africans and Namibians 
who live in towns and cities of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. Many of them were granted 
political asylum. Most of them are Christians. 
They have grown up under South Africa's raci~l 
laws. They know the injustice and the suffering, 
but also the attempts to resist this system and 
the work of the churches. By this time, they also 
know the Federal Republic of Germany, us and our 
churches. If you want to help people in South 
Africa to live in human dignity, you can also 
ask those who lived there what is to be done. 

Services and prayers can give people a sense of 
community beyond all boundaries and distances. 
Continued prayer is an important way of helping. 
This is also what many of us experienced at a 
time when people and churches in our own country 
were persecuted by a totalitarian state. 

PRAYER OF THE FIFTH PLENARY ASSEMBLY OF THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

L: Lord, we shall need ever-new insights into 
the truth, awareness of your will for all 
humanity, 
courage to do what is right even when it is 
not allowed, 
persistence in undermining unjust structures 
until they crumble into dust, 
grace to exercise a ministry of reconciliation. 

P: Break down the walls that separate us 
and unite us in a single body. 

L: Lord, share out among us the tongues of 
your Spirit, 
that we may each burn with compassion 
for all who hunger for freedom and humanness; 
that we may be doers of the Word and so speak 
with credibility about the wonderful things 
you have done. 

L. and P: 

Lord, direct us in ways we do not yet discern 
and equip us for the service of reconciliation 
and liberation in your world. 
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Azanian PeopleS Organization 

Telephone: (011) 

Ref.: 

(SOWETO BRANCH) 

ANNUAL GENERAL I1EETING 2 FEBRUARY 1985 

Revolutionaries and Comrades 

-~ 

P 0 Box84 
Tshiawelo 1818 

The Organisation's leadership has been changed, firstly, at the National 
Congress in December and secondly, at our Regional Council on 19 January 
1985. This has therefore brought a need for a new branch leadership to 
lead our people within Soweto and other townships. 

It is needless to emphasise that the Organisation has never needed the con­
tribution and support of each member and supporter than in the times we are 
going through. The struggle needs all committed and dedicated freedom 
fighters among us. 

You are notified of the Organisation's A.G.M. on 2 February 1985 at Bridgeman 
Memorial, Zola at 2.30 p.m. The business for the day shall include the 
following items in the Agenda: 

(i) Minutes 

(ii) Annual Report 

(iii) Elections 

(iv) General 

We request all members and those interested in taking our membership to bring 
their dues. 

Forward with the People's struggle and down with imperialism! 

Yours in struggle 

p.p.Jt~. 
LETSATSI MOSALA 
Secretary 
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PREFACE 
1. INTRODUCTION 

The 1984 Black Theology Conference took place from 10-14 September 1984 
in Cape Town. The Conference was a follow-up to the 1984 Wilgerspruit Confere­
nce on "Black Theology Revisited". 

In the report of the conference the following areas were identified as needing 
attention before the 1985 conference: 

The ideological ferment amongst the oppressed and an analysis of the situation 
in South Africa. 

The question of ideology and Theology in relation to ideologically divided 
oppressed masses. 

The link between Black Theology and the African Independent Churches 
and African Traditional Religions. 

The question of the content to Black Theology. 

The historical materialism approach in doing Black Theology. 

Problem of biblical hermeneutics in regard to women's oppression. 

This report of the 1984 conference concludes 

"In our research I study we must bear in mind the resolution 
contained in the Final Statement of the Serminar that we develop 
together with the oppressed people of this country a black theology 
of liberation and that this theology must emerge 'from within the 
struggles of oppressed people" 

The papers of Fr. L.J. Sebidi and Rev. J. Mosala as presented in this report 
for example are the product of much research; but there is still need to move 
beyond simply reflecting theologically on the Black Struggle and "develop 
together with the oppressed people of this country a black theology of liberation 
(which) must emerge from within the struggles of oppressed people". 

Most of the areas needing attention were addressed at the conference except 
"The question of the content of Black Theology". 

2. POLITICAL PRAXIS AND CONTEXT 

(a) Ideological Divisions 

Since the last conference, ideological divisions within the Black Struggle have 
deepened even further; hence the need to address the question of "Black Theology 
and the Black Struggle in Southern Africa". 

What happens in the Black Struggle affects the process of theologising a'Jout 
this Black Struggle and therefore Black Theology itself. As will be seen from 
the first two resolutions of this conference the participants battled with this 
issue and while agreeing that Black Theology is a theology of the Black oppressed 
and exploited black people, they recognized the "divergences" and "convergen­
ces" in the premise from which theologising. The conference members agreed 
that a way should be opened to allow creative black theological reflection 
and action irrespective of ideological differences, to avoid a paralysis in the 
movement of Black Theological ideas. 
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LET MY PEOPLE GO 

Immense restraint has been shown in 
South Africa by the African people in 
the face of continuous provocation. 
This is largely due to the influence of 
Albert Luthuli, whose greatness has 
recently been acknowledged by the 
award of the Nobel Peace Prize. 

The author of this autobiography 
is one of the most important figures in 
South Africa today. Grandson of a 
Zulu chief, he became a schoolmaster, 
local chief, and finally President of the 
pan-African organisation, the African 
National C?ngress. His stand on 
public affairs has led to imprisonment 
on several occasions. 

He is a Christian whose religion has 
had a profound effect on his activities: 
he once said, "I am in Congress 
precisely because I am a Christian." 
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First published 1961 
First issued in Fontana Books 1963 

Tenth Impression August 1978 

711/s book was prepared for publication 
by Charles and Sheila Hooper 

111e front and back cover photographs are 
reproduced by courtesy of Drum Magazine 

coNDmONS OP SALE: 711is book is sold subject 
to the condition that it shall not, by way of 
trade or otherwise, be lent, re-sold, hired out or 
otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior 
consent in any form of binding or cover other 
than that in which it is published and without a 
similar condition including this condition being 

imposed on the subsequent purchaser 

© Albert Luthu/1, 1961 
Made and Printed in Great Britain by 

William Collins Sons & Co Ltd Glasgow 

To Mother Africa, so long in fetters,· 
To all who love her and strive to set her free,· 
And to two noble women of Africa: 
Mtonya, my late mother, and Nokukhanya, '?JY wife, 
To whom, under God, I am most deeply indebted. 
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saw no other effective peaceful way than to burn my own pass. 
This I did. 

There comes a time, sir, when a leader must give as practical a 
demonstration of his convictions and willingness to live up to 
the demands of the cause, as he expects of his people. I felt that 
was the hour in our history, and in my life, for this demonstration. 
I am not sorry nor ashamed of what I did. I could not have done 
less than I did and still live with my conscience. I would rightly 
lose the confidence of my people, and earn the disrespect of 
right-thinking people in my country and in the world, and the 
disdain of posterity. 

In all humility, I say that I acted as was my duty in response 
to the highest moral law in the best interest of the people of 
South Africa, because I am convinced that the urgent need of 
our country, for the maintenance of peace and harmony amongst 
the various races, black and white, is the immediate and whole­
sale abolition of the pass. It is my firm belief that it is the duty 
of all right-thinking people, black and white, who have the true 
interest of our country at heart, to strive for this without 
flinching. 

A. LUTHULI 

220 
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The Prayer of the Universe 
TEILHARD DE CHARDIN 

A selection of Teilhard's most beautiful writings. This book 
will appeal to the thousands of readers who have read and 
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Universe. 
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Clifford Longley, The Times 
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life is centred. Something Beautiful for God is about her and the 
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statement of Christian faith taking account of all criticisms. 
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WILLIAM BARCLAY 

Professor Barclay approaches difficult and vexed questions with 
his usual humanity and clarity, asking what Christ himself would 
say or do in our world today. 

Dialogue with Youth 
AINSLIE MEARES 

'This is a first-class general introduction to the world of young 
adults •.. (It) is in general terms which convey a wealth of 
valuable insight . . . a quantity survey which helps to identify 
and map out a field of personal encounter in which few are 
competent, many are hesitant, all are involved.' Church Times 
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Also available in Fount Paperbacks 

Double Zero 
DAVID COLLYER 

A fantastic story of a remarkable ministry; a story of courage, 
devotion and endurance to sustain and to succeed in an 
unorthodox ministry amongst Rockers in the city of 
Birmingham. 

Don't Turn Me Off, Lord 
CARL BURKE 

'Short, pithy little essays' by the best-selling author of God 
Is for Real, Man. 

Where the Action Is 
RITA SNOWDEN 

Short sketches of interesting people from a wide variety of 
backgrounds; some famous and some who are not well-known. 
At the end of each story Rita Snowden sums up the theme in 
a short prayer. 

The Parables of Peanuts 
ROBERT L. SHORT 

The Christian message is crystal clear and shows convincingly 1 
that Peanuts is essentially theological and deeply Christian. 

Bible Stories 
DAVID KOSSOFF 

'To my mind there is no. doubt that these stories make the 
Bible come alive. Mr Kossotf is a born story-teller. He has 
the gift of maldng the old stories new.' William Barclay 
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produced by Africa 

in this century ... 

A far greater man 

than most of those 

who presume to 

call themselves his masters." DAILY TELEGRAPH 
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P.O.Bax. 126 

KWA XUMA 
1868 

2nd August 1984. 

(I 

~~K~~<?}_~:::~-~ 
~ .. > ... d 0 <!:.....:Ul ~ . -- ·'i?'"---=---.----------

---~-4-~---- ;Vo(J 1/(! l 7 

Dear Camrade<s) 

INVITATION TO A PROTEST CONFERENCE AND RALLY IN SOWETO. 

You are invited to attend a "protest" conference and rally of 
Civic Associations/Organizations and representatives of rural 
and resetlement areas to be held at the ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
in PH I R I , S 0 WET 0 , an the \~ t h August 19 8 4 , starting f ram 
!!a.m. to 3p.m. 

The Protest Conference will consist of twa sessions. The 
first sess ian w i 11 be a business sess ian to adapt a p oa-.it-i.on 
sta temen ljbn the 'Cal au red-Indian' el ec tian s and the New Canst­
itutian. The Statement will then be read in the second part 
of the meeting which shall take the form of a Rally. 

The aim here is to "raise" the "voice" of those affected by 
the Bantustan System and the Black Local Authorities which 
are the basis far the New Constitution. To register ~essage 
that participating in these ele~tians(New System) is accepti­
ng ane endorsing the pain andsm~~~yJof the oppressed majori­
ty in the country. We want to make a decision as to what we 
should do with the Hendrickse's and the Rajbansi's who claim 
that they are going to represent 'Africans' in the New System. 

V ,·I,__.. 

The Draft Position Statement is enclosed far your considerat:- 1/x t.r) r 
ion and suggestions. Please Telephone the office of Rev. F. 
Chikane at 339-2513 (011) for ammendments and additions to 
the Statement before or on Thursday the 9th August 1984. 

DO COME TO THIS HISTORICAL DAY THAT WILL TURN THE TIDE AGA· 
INST THIS EVIL SYSTEM AND THE PARTICIPANTS THEREOF. 

Associations in the Witwatersrand) 
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PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS WE, the Black people of South Africa, having realised 

the need and purpose of effectively organising and helping 

residence in their re?pective arrears_to form an association 

of residence and having wholly committed ourselves to the --improvement of the lot of our people in their civic and others 

spheres of life 

AND WHEREAS residence in their respective localities, throughout 

the c~~ntry need to measure up to the challenges of the present 

time in this, our father land; 

AND WHEREAS the establishment and founding of an association of 

Black residence guarantee the solidarity of and creat5mutual 

understanding arnor.g~residence and promote fellowship and encourages 

participation in community projects. 

AND NOTING 

That the Black people of South Africa have been deprived of their 

best right to land ownership and that the living conditiornin 

Black residential arre~ throughout the country fall much below 

acceptable standards of human habitation . 

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVE 

To adopt this constitution with the belief and the determination 

that unity amongstblack people and a meaningful change in our way 

of life will result in this our country to the best benefit of 

the entire Black community. 

SECTION 1 

NAME 

The name of this organisation shall be the BLACK CIVIC ASSOCIATION, 

(B.C.A) hereinafter referred to as the Association . 

• • • • • • 0./2 
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2. 

AIMS AND OBJECTS 

The association shall seek to: 

2.1. Cultivate amongst residence a spirit of civic awareness. 

2.2. Design programm~ projec~ and activities and also provide 

facilities which will lead to a sound residential environment 

and general uplifment of the Black Community. 

2.3. To provide assistance related to proper and decent residential 

accomodation. 

2.4. Organise receive and administer on behalf of and distribute 

to the Black Community finances or assistance in any other 

form. Encourage and organise participation by the Black 

Community in and support and promote scherr.es that are geared 

on the part of Black Community liase work and co-operate 

with other Black organisation which have similar or relate. 

aims and objects, including black organisation which are 

commited to formulating and promoting relevant Black educatior 

programmes which are intended to improve the quality of life 

of the Black Community. 

3. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Any adult member of the Black Community who shall be eligible for 

membership of the Association. 

4. 

STRUCTURE 

The Association shall consist of the following organs: 

.•••.••. /3 
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The National Executive Committee, The National Executive Council, 

The Biennial Convention and Branches also known as Local Civic 

Association. 

4.1. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The National Executive Committee shall also be known as the 

Committee of ten (10) whose members shall occupy the following 

positions. 

(a) President 

(b) Vice President 

(c) Secretary-General 

(d) Treasurer 

(e) Permanent Organiser 

(f) Director of Community development and housing 

(g) Director of educational affairs 

(h) Director of publication 

(i) Director of recreation and sports 

( j ) Director of cultural and religious affairs 

4.2. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE ~OUNCIL. 

The National Executive Council shall consist of: 

4.2.1 Members of the National Executive Committee; 

4.2.2 All chairman of the respective local civic association 

or their duly authorised representatives. 

4.3 BIENNIAL CONVENTION 

It shall be the supreme and policy-making body of the Association 

and shall comprise the Committee of Ten, delegates and observe~s 

from the ~onstituent Civic Association. 

4.4 LOCAL CIVIC ASSOCIATION 

Local Civic Associatiorealso known as branches shall be administered 

by a Branch Executive consisting of five members who shall occupy 

. . . . . . . I 4 
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The following port-folios equivalent to those of the Committee 

of ten. 

a) Chairman 

b) Vice-Chairman 

c) Secretary 

d) Treasurer 
e) Co-ordinator of sub-committees on: 

( i) Community developtment and housing 
(ii) Educational affairs 
(iii) Publications 
(iv) Recreation and sports 
(v) Cultural and religious affairs 

SECTION 5 

POWERS AND DUTIES 

A. THE CO~~ITTEE OF TEN 

1. The Committee of ten as the National Executive of the Associatior 
~-··'-----=---.:~~...;.....o.-------;;__..::._ ____ _ 

shall, in implementing the aims and objects of the Association, 
be in perpetual session and in charge of the management, 
business and canteal. 

2. The Committee of ten shall have power to appoint, remove or 
suspend empoyees and functional members and also determaine 
remuneration and duties of the said employees and functional 
members. 

3. Provide for the management, organisation and transaction of the 
affairs of the association in constituent branched and may set 
up Regional Committees and Programmes for an relevant purpose 
and delegate the necessary powers. 

4. The Committee of ten shall w: all matters delegated to it 
by the Bieneiel Convention a1. ~he national executive Council 
or with any other matter upon hich policy has already been 
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decided upon by the Biennial Convention. 

5. The officers of the association shall be ex-officio members 

of all the committees and sub-committees. 

B. THE FIRST PRESIDENT 

1. He shall convene and preside over all the meetings of BLA 

namely the Committee of Ten, National Executive Concil and 
Biennial Convention. 

2. He shall be the official spokesman of the association and in 

collaboration in the General Secretary, shall be responsible 

for all press statements. 

3. He shall represent the association whenever necessary and 

shall perform all other duties that are customary to this 

office. 

C. THE SECOND PRESIDENT 

He shall assist the First President in the execution of his 

duties and in the absence of the President, his powers shall 
devolve in the Second President. 

D. THE SECRETARY GENERAL 

1. The Secretary General shall be employed by the Bieniel 

Convention as chief administrator and chief of staff with 

defined duties responsibilities and conditions of employment. 

2. He shall co-ordinate, organise, plan, direct and programme 

the activities of the association in the conjunction with the 

committee of ten. 

3. He shall submit a written report covering all activities of 

the staff at every Bienaial Convention or wherever asked to 

•••••• /6 
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do so by the Committee of ten. 

E. THE TREASURER 

He shall keep an accurate account of the funds of the 

association, and make this available whenever required 
to do so and shall together with either the President or 
secretary General, be the signatoress of the Association. 

F. THE PERMANENT ORGANISER 

1. He shall suggest plans and programmes and sec to the practice 
application of all the resolutions and such plans and 
programmes. 

2. Funds permitting, he shall be in the full time employ or 
Association and be charged with the responsibility of visitin& 
all the branches of the association, and be available for 
advise and assistance to these branches. 

G. DIRECTOR OF CO~~UNITY DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING 

1. He shall do everything possible to ensure that residence have 
suitable housing accomodation and shall collaborate with 
Black organisations and personalities that are engaged in 
community development. 

2. He shall initiate, encourage and enable such projects that 
will emoliorate the quality of life in the Black Community 
and design schemes that will provide black residents with 
skills that will lead them to self-reliance and self­
determination. 

3. He shall be the liason officer between the Committee of 
Ten and the branch sub-committees on community development 

and housing • 

. ..... I 7 
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H. DIRECT R OF EDUCATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

1. He shall set up programmes, organise workshops, seminars 

and le tures that are designed to eradicate illiteracy and 

enhanc the intellectual ability of the Black Community. 

2. He sha l co-operation with black educationists and 

organisations that are working towards attaining the 

best e ucation for the black child be setting-up a 

resear a similar institute for exploring the 

proble area that effect the black man. 

3. He shall set-up a comprehensice programme that will 

familiarise and equip the residents with skill on all 

matters pertaining to civic administration. 

4. He shall be the liason officer between the committee of ten 

and the branch sub-committees on educational affairs. 

I. DIRECT R OF PUBLICATION 

1. He shall set up periodics newsletter that will cover the affairs 

and re lect the philosophy of the Association. 

2. He shall be the editor of the Association's newsletter. 

3. He shall be the liason officer between the committee of 

tern and the branch sub committees on publications. 

J. DIRECT R OF RECREATION AND SPORTS 

1. He shall collaborate with relevant sporting bodies in the 

formul tion of seeking a beneficial deal for the black 
sports an including the procurement of adequate recreational 

and sp rting facilities for the black community. 

2. He sha 1 liase between the Committee of ten and the branch 

sub-co on recreation and sports. 

... I 8 
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K. DIRECTOR OF CULTURAL AND RELIGOUS ACTIVITIES 

1. He shall co-operate with black Theologist in the propagation 
of a liberatory religion and formulation of a true cultural 
perspective by seeing to the correct interpretation of 
religion and culture. 

2. He shall liase between the Committee of ten and the branch 

sub-committees on cultural and religious activities. 

L. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

1. The National Executive Council shall assist the Committee 
of ten with the management of the affairs of the Association 
during the interregnum of the Biennial Convention. 

2. It shall deal with all matters delegated to it by the Biennial 
Convention or with any other matter upon which policty has 
already been decided by the Biennial Convention. 

3. Matters of urgency in respect of which no policty has been 1 

done, may dealt with by the National Executive-Council. 

M. BRANCHES 

1 . A branch is a local Association whose responsibility is the 
management of civic affairs in that particular locality. 

2. It shall consist of a minimum of fifteen (15) local residents. 

3. 

As the local agent and representative of the Association, it sha 
be guided by the rules, regulations and policies adopted by 
Biennial Convention, the National executive Council and the 
Committee of ten. 

Every branch shall have an annually elected executive committee 
which shall 

•••• /9 
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a) Provide for the management and transaction of the 
;)_1 

affairs of the association in specified locality and 
maintain the property and equipment of the association 
which is entrusted to it. 

b) Prepare, submit and acquaint the Committee of ten with 

the budget proposals over the ensuring fiscal year and 

the general needs of the community which the branch 

committee serves. 

c) Appoint sub-committees and define their duties. 

d) In addition to the Executtive committee referred to above, 

tne branch shall have five(S) programmers who shall 
each head a sub-committee equivalent to the port folios 

of the directors in the National Executive. 

e) The powers and duties of the branch chairman, vice­
chairman, secretary, treasurer and co-ordinator 
shall be the same as those of the First President, Second 
President, Secretary General and Permanent Organiser of 
the Committee of ten, respectively. 

f) The branch Executive Committee shall be elected 
at the beginning of each year. 

SECTION 7 

MEETINGS 

1. THE BIENNIAL CONVENTION 

The Biennial Convention shall be held once in two (2) years and shal: 

comprise: 
1) The Committee of ten 
2) Branch representatives and obsevers. 

2. THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

These shall be held at least once a year and shall comprise 
the Committee of ten and the Chairman of branches or their 

authorised representatives~ 
•• 0 •• /1 0 
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3. THE COMMITTEE OF TEN 

These shall be held at least thrice a year. Any three (3) of the 
Executive Committee members may petition an emergency meeting. 

4. BRANCH AND SUB-COM:t-1ITTEES 

a) Branch meetings shall be held at least three (3) times a year. 

b) Sub-Committee meetings shall be held as frequent as the need 
arises, 

SECTION 8 

QUORUN AND VOTING 

1. The quorum at the Biennial Conventional shall be half of the 
constituent member branches. 

2. The quorum at the National Executive Council Meeting shall 
be 113 one tnird o! the contituent branch chairman or their 
representatives. 

3. All other different meetings of the association with a one third 
(1/3) attendance of its qualified members shall be regarded 
as quorate. 

4. Voting shall be by secret ballot or by show of hands. This 
decision shall be taken by a simple majority vote of those 
present in a particular meeting. 

SECTION 9 

MINUTES AND PROCEEDINGS AT MEETINGS 

1. Proper minutes shall be kept of all meetings of the 
Association and shall after confirmation in the next 
meeting, be signed by the President or Chairman and when 
so signed be binding upon members related to that meeting . 
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2. If at any meeting neither the President nor the Second 
President .is present within forty-five (45) minutes after 

the time appointed for holding such a meeting, the members 
personally present shall choose a member of the association 
to be chairman pro-term. 

SECTION 10 

ASSETS 

A FINANCES 

a) The association shall see to the management of her own 
assets and liabilities. 

b) The fiscal year of the association shall end on 31st March 
of each Biennial period or each year in the case of branches. 

c) The association shall open an account with any registered bank. 
Ban-k accounts shall be made in the name ..of the -associat:ion or 

or branch name. 

d) The treasurer shall be responsible for the safe custody of, 
and shall keep a register of all capital assets. 

B ACCOUNTS 

a) The Committee of Ten shall cause books of accounts and such 
books of accounts as may be necessary or required so as to 
reflect a time statement of the association affairs, its assets 
and liabilities, which books of accounts shall be kept at the 
registered office of the association or at such other place or 
places as the Committee shall deed fit and shall always be open 

to its inspection. 

b) The Committe of Ten shall from time to time determine whether 

and to what extent and at what time and places and under 
what conditions or regulations the accounts and books of the 

/1? 
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of the association shall be open to the inspection of members 
not being members of the general membership. No member of 

the association (not being a member of the Committee of Ten) 
shall have the right of inspecting any account or book or docu­

ments of the association except as conferred or authorised by 

the Committee of Ten or by the association on the Biennial 

Convention of the National Executive Council. 

c) Once in every two (2) years a report shall be prepared by the 
Committee of Ten covering the activities of the association 
for the Biennial period ending 31st ~larch, preceding the Biennia] 
Conventi~n,of the association and such report, together with the 
audited Balance Sheet and Accounts of the association shall be 
laid before the members at such a Biennial Convention meeting. 

C. AUDITORS 

Auditors shall be appointed and shall perform their expected dut~ 
as authorised by the Committee of Ten. 

SECTION 13 

TENURE 

1. Members of the Committee of Ten shall hold office for two (2) 
years. A retiring member shall be eligible for re-election 
for two further terms of office only. After an interval of 
two years he shall again be eligible for election to the office 

2. Members of the -Committe of Ten shall serve until the next 
Biennial Convention. In the event of any vacancy octuring 
in the Committee of Ten either by death, resignation, dis­
qualification, absence from three (3) consecutive meetings 
of the Committee of Ten without tendering an apology to the 
Committee of Ten for any other reason, the vacancy may be 
filled by the remaining members of the Committee of Ten, and 
such an appointment-shall hold good until the next Biennial 
Convention. 
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SECTION 14 

DOCUMENTS AND PROPERTIES 

All documents, including Powers of Attorney, Agreements, 

Onequest Bill of Exchange, or any other documents requiring 
to be signed or executed in relation to any of the affairs 

31 

of the association shall be signed by such persons as may from 
time to time be appointed and be authorised to do so by the 
Committee of'Ten. All assets, funds and properties of the asso­
ciation shall be held or registered in the name of the 
BLACK CIVI~ASSOCIATION. 

SECTION 15 

IDEMNITY 

1. Members of the association shall not incur any liabilities 
without the consent or authoris~tion by the Committee of 
Ten, Treasuer or his/her duly authorised representative. 

2. Every member of the Committee of Ten or employee of~he 
Association shall be indemnified by the Association against 
all costs, loss and expense which such member may incur 
or become liable for in any way in the execution of his office, 
unless same shall be incurred or occasioned by his own wilful 
act or default. 

SECTION 16 

AMENDMENT AND SUSPENSION OF THE CONSTITUTION 

1. This constitution and its rules and regulations may be 
amended at a Biennial Convention by a two thirds( 213) majority 
.of those present. Notice of such amendment shall be made 
to the Secretary General for consideration by the Committee 
of Ten and thereafter be forwarded to the Biennial Convention. 

2. Committee of Ten may, by a two-thirds majority vote, suspend 

. . . . . . I 1 4 
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any party of this constitution for purposes of expedience 
andy only in the interest of the Association. 

SECTION 17 

HEADQUATERS 

The Headquaters of the Association shall be situated in Johannesbur~ 
or such other centre as the Biennial Convention may determined. 

SECTION 18 

AFFILIATION 

1. The association may affiliate to any Black Organisation 
that expouses the policy and interests of the association. 

2. The subscription fee shall be R2,50 per person annually. 
This payment shall be forwarded to Head-Office and R1 ,00 
thereof may be requisitioned to the constituent branch. 

SECTION 19 

DISSOLUTION 

1. In the event of the Association disbanding due to any 
circumstances or agent, the President of the association shall 
call and emergency meeting of the Committee of Ten and if possib 
the Biennial Convention to deliberate upon the cause for 
dissolution. 

2. The Committee of Ten or Biennial Convention shall first 
convince itself through legal advise that indeed the life 
of the association is seriously endangered to the extent of 
Warranting dissolution. 

• ••• /15 
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3. The Committee of Ten or Biennial Convention shall then 
sell the existing property of the association to defray 
costs and then apportion the remaining assets to Black 
Organisation, of institutions whose aims and objects are 

in consonant with those of the Association. 

SECTION 20 

INTERPRETATION 

33 
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1.2 .. 

) -· 

RATANDA CIVIC REPRESENTATIVE 
:ASSOCIATION: 

DATE: 01 AUG • · 1984. VENUE: CHA!'1BER BOARD. 

:NOTICE OF ~iliETING: 

CHAIRI1AN: Mr. Paul Sparks Mokoena. 

VICE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Jones Moagi. 
SECRETARY: Mr. Dani.el Nkosi. 

Mr. Thomas Motsile. 
Mr. Meshack Sehloho. 
Mr. Andries Sebeko. 

A G E N D A: 

HOUSING PROBLEM. 

High number of waiting list. 
Last two blocks of Section were buit in 1968. 

After a decade Rembrandt View followed of which was meant 
for employees. 
Sites were introduced with minimum of 18 months using~hacks. 
Projects of these sites was poor. e.g. No toilets,no sreet 
lights, only water pumps were installed.Yards without fencing. 

SEWERAGE SYSTEM. 

(a) The whole location without sewerage. 
(b) Bucket system is unhygienic to the society. 
(c) Night workers lack of supervision. 
(d) Sceptic tank of tractor is leaking most of the time. 

That is why rate of patients is deterrorating. 

5. ELECTRIFICATION. 

(d) 

(e) 

Failure of power due to weather condition. 
Project which was proposed three years ago to electrify houses 
was incomplete,only four lines were electrified. 
Due to the delay of installation,some ~eople decided that they 
shall arrange electrical contract to do the job.Total ammount 
for wiring and tubing is R1000.00,plus R300.00 to the East 
Rand Development Board (E.R.D.B). 
Half of location supplied with the main lights (Apollo)whereas 
half is not supplied. 
Telephone Exchange Station. 

~.. RECREATIONAL CENTRES. 

(a), Creche,Cinema,Tennis Courts etc,incomplete Stadiumo No sites 
are allocated for the above area • 

.. ..... ·······-12 
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5. ROAD CONSTRUCTION. 

(a) Main Road not complete tarred. 

(b) Main Road lights not installed. 

(c) Main Bus Rank without shelter and toilets. 

(d) Obscured taxi rank. 
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NITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
TRANSVAAL 
REGION,A.L OFFICE 

)f UNITES/ APARTHEID DIVIDES! 

1984/10l.26 

TO ALL AFFILIATES 

fROM FINANCIAL COMMITTEE 

Dear Comrades 

KHOTSO HOUSE 
42 DE VILLIERS STREE 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

As you are aware UDF (TVL) isin debt to the tune of approximately R17 000. 
At the general council meeting on the 20th October 1984,a financial 
committee was forn!ed to work ont.:finances and ways of fundraising. 
This committee has now met. One of its recommendations is that area 
committees deal with fund raising as one of their primary tasks. 
We propose that this issue be raised at one of you~ next . 'meeting 
and fund raising activities be planned. 

Some ideas for fund raising have been forthcoming are the followings: 

Concerts 
Movies, drive inn show 
Fates 
Cake sales outside individuals shopping centre, getting contributions 
from affiliates in your areas. 

Having set out a programme of activities, a delegate from each area 
committee is requested to attend a meeting with the financial committee 
on the 13th November at 5.15pm. at Khotso house. 

The urgency of this matter can no longer be overstated. Fundraising 
work is of absolute importance. Together we can rease this debt 
and put our finances in healthy position. 

(FINANCE COMMITTEE MEMBER) 

rr.lcMnu: Olaf Mperha, Alberllna Slwlu, Archie Cumed4t 
Eulern Up. Presidenl: Edsu Nsoyt 

lkwd.w "'-id-1~ 51-• Tlhwere 

National Treawren: Cusim Siloojee1 Mewa Ram1obln 
National Publidry Secrerary: Mosiua. 'Terror' Lek.oca 
N.arional Seaer.arv: Pooo Molefe 
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UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT NATIONAL OFFICE 

KHOTSO HOUSE UDF UNITES! APARTHEID DIVIDES! 
42 DE VILLIERS STREE 
JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. BOX 10366 
TEL: 29-1916 
29-1917 

CIRCULAR TO THE TRANSVAAL SECRETARIES 

CI~CUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE VISIT OF DONALD ANDERSON 

1. The decision by the Durban 6 to move into the British Consulate has 
caused an international furore. The British government came ~nder 
heavy fire for its handling of the situation and its attempts at 
'quiet diplomacy' with South Africa. Simalarly, the South African 
government has been messed up to some extent internationally. 

2. The British labour Party had been part of the attack on the Thatcher 
government. It had thus through its l~ader, Neil Kinnock, sent Donald 
Anderson to South Africa on a 'fact- finding mission'. 

3. Anderson's mandate was to collect facts relating to the consulate saga 
and the broader issue viz. detention without trial. 

4. This was primarily the reason for his visit. 

5. The other issue currently topical abroad is the siuation in the Vaal 
Triangle. Mr Anderson thus requested to acquaint himself with this situation. 

6. It was thus that Mr Anderson had requested a visit to the Transvaal through 
the legal representatives for the 'Durban 6'. 

7. This request was communicated to comrades in the Transvaal on his arrival 
in South Africa on Sunday 14 October. 

8. An itenarary was arranged for his Transvaal visit by persons in the Trans­
vaal office. This included i) an opportunity to meet represer.tatives of 
Transvaal-eased affiliates. It was felt that a supper would fulfill this need 
ii) meeting the families of detainees and also the Descom iii) a visit to 
Sowto and iv) a visit to the Vaal. 

9. Since Mr Anderson's visit had attracted so much publicity, he had arranged 
a press conference at the termination of his S A visit viz on Wednesday 
afternoon. {~ 

10. Some genera 1 points about the vis it: ~ , ~ 
10.1 Anderson's discussion with people in Soweto and the Vaal had clearly ~~ ~ 

altered his perception of the struggle in South Africa. By his own ')..?\I\ 
admission he now understands more clearly the difference between national 
democratic and civil rights tsruggles. He accepts (possibly with his own 
reservations) that our struggle is not a civil rights tsruggle. 

10.2 Undoubtedly, his exposure to the reality of life in S. A. will have a ~} 
lasting effect on the further isolation of the South African government ~ 

- which will be advantageous to the struggle. ~ 
10.3 Every bit of international mileage makes it increasingly more difficultj .l ~/& 

~--~for the state to ban the UDF. ~~ 
110.4 Certain perso-ns-have-clafm-e(f-that-the-appearance -o-ii--SAT-Vnew-s-is a viola-
\ tion of UDF oolicv. There is a major difference between oarticioation in 
1 a programme on SATV and that of a press conference situation. Whilst the 
\ appearance on SATV was unfortunate, it does not constitute a violation of 
L_____UDF policy. 

-~----
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2.2.2 PEOPLE'S WEEKEND 

That the NEC has declared the weekend of the 27th 
to the 28th the peoples weekend, to focus on the 
repression. The suggested slogan is "LONG LIVE 
UDF BAN APARTHEID". 

2.2.3 UNIONS 
The head office will write to all head offices of 
the unions to draw their attention to the threat 
issued by Mr. Louis Legranje 

((\.I 

2.2.4 INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 

2.2.5 

2.2.6 

2.2.7 

2.2.8 

The secretariat also looked into the question of 
how to enlist the support of the international 
world. The view was that the more international 

publicity we generate the lesser possibilites 
of the UDF ban. The concesus was that regions 
should brief the embasies about the situations 
in our country. 

MEDIA 
~egions were asked to have lead articles 
on sympathetic newspapers. To produce media 
to draw people's attention on the peoples weekend 

Western Cape agreed to produce stickers provide 
regions pay for them in advance. 

FINANCE 
Reg1ons were sked to reduce reliancy on the 
head office for funds. 

IYY 
~ions were requsted to have meetings with youth 
organisations and students organisations to make 
arrangements for this event. It was suggested 
that youth meeting focusing on the IYY be held 
in Kimberly on the 10 November 1984 during the 

NEC meeting. 

BY ELECTIONS 

Regions were asked to check when the bye-elections 
wtll ·~e held, so as to look into how UDF will respond 
to these elections. 

2.2.9 SACOS 
s~·requsted a meeting with the UDF to look into 
areas of co - operations. 

2.2.10 PREPARATIONS FOR NEC WORKSHOP 

The NEC w111 have the work shop on the 10 to 11th 
November to look into the question of the future 
of the FRONT. This will depend largely on the 
regional feed backs. 

2.2.11 MATTERS ARISING 

The genral coucil agreed that area committees should 
look into what they could do in theie respective areas­
for the peoples weekend. 
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8. ANTI REPRESSION 
8.1 Prof. Mohamed presented a report as Barbara Creecy was not in 

the meeting. The report was as follows: 

8.2 That DESCOM is p~anning a meeting either in the Vaal area 
or in any other area that is in crisis situation. All affiliates 
are invited to bring delegates to the meeting. 

8.3 UNIONS 
0 

Unions re~rted that they wanted to focus on the harrasment as 
a number of trade unionist are also involved in the detentions 
and harrasments. They were asked to co ordinate their efforts 
with the Anti repression Committe above. 

9. ANDERSONS'S VISIT 

T. Manuel the acting national secretary was to prepare and present 
a report on ~~Mr. Andersons's visit. He did prepare a report to 
be presented however he was not present in the meeting. 

The general council meeting felt that this was not sufficient more 
information is left out. 

10. The general council felt that there is a need to work shop the resolution 
taken at the· n~ional launch against imperialism Tin order to reach 
a common understanding on this issue. 

·-----=-------·--. ----------- --·--- ---------.·- --- - -· ·~-----~----- ·-
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EVALUATION COMMITTEE REPORT TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD 84/10/20 

1. AREA COMMITTEES FORMED 

JOHANNESBURG, SOWETO, LENZ AND ELDORADO PARK, PRETORIA, W. RAND, E. RAND. 

2. AREA COMMITTEES TO BE FORMED 

VAAL, WWESTERN TRABSVAAL,AND THE NORTHERS TRANSVAAL. 

3. UNIFORMITY IN STRUCTURES IS NEEDED. 

WE SEE THIS DEVELOPMENT AS LEADING TO THE CREATION OF NEW EXECUTIVE. 
WE HOPE TO ESTABLISH ALL THESE AREA COMMITTEES, AND WORK OUT REPRESENTATION 
FOR THEM IN10 THE NEW EXECUTIVE. ALL THE DETAILS NEED TO BE WORKED OUT 
AND MUST BE SEEN AS A PROCESS. 

BEFORE ELECTION, THE UDF TRANSVAAL NEEDS A NEW CONSTITUTION. WE SEE THE 
NEED -: 

*FOR A WORK SHOP.TO BE HELD IN DECEMBER. 

*ELECTIONS TO BE TAKE PLACE IN JANUARY. 

4. IN ORDER TO FACILIATATE WORK 

AREA COtt!MITTEES TO MEET ON fiiONDAYS. 

EACH AREA COMMITTEE TO APPOINT ONE REP. FOR A MEETING ON THURSDAY. 

l(jJ) ~/41 ~ 1 

If! 
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Mr. T,H.~1anthato. 

Secretary - Committee of Ten 

c/o Khotso House 
42 De Villicrs Street 

JOHAN~;ES BURG 

2000 

--·-·-...-c~•••.-·.-·-.·---. .. -~- ... -~ • ••.• ., --. ., •.. ,~,·--:. --.... • ___ ..,..':'j'!".~. --·-··-:·---... .,.~-~·--- ... -~,...,.... •. ,......,.,_,_-
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THE MAGGIE MAGABA TRUST 

TRUSTEES 
ELLEN KUZWAYO 
MAGDALENE MOKCATHA 
SALLY MOTLANA 
JOYCE SER.OKE 

SECR.ETAR.Y/TR.EASUR.ER. 
PR.ISCILLA HLOMUKA 

P. 0. BOX 31580 

BRAAMFONTEIN 

JOHANNESBURG 2017 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

TELEPHONE: 39·8212 

Mr. T. Manthata 22nd A~ril, 1933 
Sec:..,,3 .ary - Co::.1:.:ittee of T.s:::-1. 
I "'7 F10T '"'0 T_:;'"' ucc-;' c 0 .. - • ;:::; ~" ·-' .... :.... 

42 De Vil:icrs Street 
JC:.·HA!·T:. ~SJT!::G :000 

Dsar Mr. Manthata, 

This is a '"·,----ly ·f-r-, "rJ''l"(' lc--·:·-'--,r :~-1-'-"Q' li '· 37, 1''hArcin ..... - :...J v v ,J . ....,. l..- ...... '-" ..., ..... _.. l,.....c:;;.ll,.. "-' --. -i·. ..,/' .• _......... -.....,; -· 

The Trust ~ill saet the first or second ~~ek in M~y. The uncertainty 

of Lhe exact date is due to the lack of quorum. As so~n as tta matter 

has been tabled and tile ciecisi:n tc>J:en y::JU shall be inL;rr:1ed .e.ccordine;l: 

There is no doubt the Thapecii fa:i,ily is in a disturbibc:; situation. 

I hope and trust the position does not beco~e ~orse before they receiv2 
• -1-aSSlSt..ancs. 

This letter a~~lying for Mr Tha~edi's assist~nce fJund Ee a~ay 

on holiday. 

Y·ou-rs f:.'.i thi'ully 

E.K-.Kuzr:ayo 

I :1'' ''.:.. 
,.,LL1_- --Cnc. rmun 

' . 
' 

I"' 
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THE MINUTES OF THE SCA INTER-BRANCH MEETING HELD ON 
THE 5TH AUGUST, 1984 AT THE DUBE CHAPEL: 

CHAIRMAN: Mr. I. Mogase 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES: 

(a) The Anti-Tricameral election document: 

It was read and adopted as the one SCA document. 
The Committee responsible for the campaign against the election was 
mandated to continue with the arrangements for the meeting of the 
Transvaal Civic Association delegates on the 11 August 1984 and the 
relevant publications. 

(b) The letter from PUTCO on the fare increase: 

DIEPKLOOF BRANCH: Reported that it had assigned a special group to 
study the letter and write a letter of acknowledgement to the company. 
The branch reported further that it is holding housing meetings to 
discuss the implications of the increase. It was suggested that all 
branches should respond to the PUTCO letter. 

(c) PUTco•s invitation of Mogase to the Committee with the Councillors: 

With this Committee the Company wants to give an impression that it 
consults with the community when it increases the fares and on other 
related issues. 
The meeting noted that the Committee is expressly to approve what the 
Company has resolved to do unilaterally. The meeting noted with dis­
gust that the Company lumps the Association with the Community Councils. 
The sponsorship of the Amazu1u by the same PUTCO that claims to be run­
ning at a loss was noted with concern. 

(d) PUTCO practices and possible contact with the Company. 

(i) ACCIJENTS: They seem to be common day occurences which are a 
threat to the commuters and other road users. 

(ii) RESPONSE TO TIME: It is undependable. These and other related 
abnormalities seem not to be exclusively resting with the drivers. 
The company subjects the drivers to maximizing turn-about time. 

The meeting recommends discussions with the trade-uion of the bus­
drivers rather than with the Company. 

RENT INCREASES: 

Th~ meeting needed specific amounts of increases. The R11-00 flat rate for 
water demands utmost vigilance of the SCA in areas where meters are installed 
and yet the changes in payments not taken into account. The branches should 
guide the residents to demand dropping of the R11 flat rate where the water 
is metered and pay according to the meter reading. 
Further the branches should teach the residents how to read the meters. 

2/ •......... 

Digitised by the Open Scholarship Programme in support of public access to information, University of Pretoria, 2018.



-2-

The practices of the Council offices to announce the rent increases to the people 
at the offices when the people pay the monthly rents was strongly condemned. 
It is construed as naked victimization of and confrontational with the residents. 
Challenges of these nature can only lead to unrests. The meeting decided to seek 
legal redress. The meeting concluded that agencies like the Black Sash be con­
tacted to establish whether there can be a legal channel of forcing the Council 
to publicise the rent increases in a manner the residents can respond before the 
due date of the increases. 

Assessment of the value of houses in Diepkloof Zone 4 Ext. by the Diepmeadow 
Council with the view of raising the rents accordingly. 
The meeting scoffed at the idea, as the concept of raising the rents is based 
on the value of the area. 

RESOURCE CENTRES/OFFICES: 

Diepkloof announced its St. Margret Catholic Church Zone 3 Diepkloof. 

AMOS MASONDO'S DETENTION: 

The meeting expressed strong feelings condemning the SCA's Secretariat to have 
been quiet on detention. The Secretary reported of his efforts with the 
Sowetan, Mail & Star, which seemed to have all failed as no publicity of the 
Association's concern was ever given pu~ti~~Y. Further the secretary reported 
of about his visits to Mr. Masondo's home. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

The Orlando branch's public meeting at 1p.m. at the NGKA in Orlando East the 
same day. 

The Federation of the Women of S.A.'s meeting at the DubeY Centre, at 1p.m. 
the same day. 
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The General Secretary 
UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRONT 
P.O. BOX 10366 
JOHANNESBURG 
2000 

Dear Friends 

L~/t• Khc1t'30 H,·,uso 
42 De Villiers Str~ot 
JUIIANNESBIIRG 
:?1101 

1994/10/17 

Re: Application for Affiliation 

The Soweto Civic Association agreed at its Inter Branch meeting,i.e. meeting 
of the delegates of the Soweto Civic Association ,branches held on the 14th 
October 1984 to affiliate to the UNITED DEMOCRATIC FRON~. 

Should our application be accepted our permanent delegates to the UDF general 
council meeting are as the following. Cde. Isaac Mogase and Cde H. Jada. 

Yours in the struggle 

.\h·mh,·r., 

Or. r;.'-1. i'l•:tlc:• ., 'Ct,-:!itr•··): t .• L.l~. S•· ·,!i: 1''1:. L.l'1. ;•!,rh·;!•lt.·,··: 

~ . . . : !,• •. j•1 ·'' '• : r , : 
•, ..... 
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SOWETO YOUTH CONGRESS 

SoW£70 ClUte i=J:s.S. 

Comrades 

Soweto Youth Congress 

c/o Methodist Youth Centre 
P.O. Jabavu 

27 September 1984 

Your organisation is invited to a plannery meeting of the UDF Area Committee. 
This follows a meeting called by the UDF evaluation commission where SOYCO 
was mandated to convene this plannery meeting. 

The meeting will specifically look into the following: 

1. Formation of an area committee (UDF) 
2. 
3. 

Improving communication amomgst our organisation in SOWETO. 
Other issues. 

The meeting will be held at: 
VENUE Methodist Youth Centre (C.W.J.) 
DATE Wednesday the 3rd October 1984 
TIME 6.00 pm 

Please send at least 2 delegates. The success of this meeting depends on your 
participation. 

Yours in the Struggle 

(GODFREY MOKATE; PUBLICITY SECRETARY) 

'~-
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Minutes of the SCA Meeting held on the 8th April 1984 
at the Dube Ex-Servicemen Memorial Chapel 

PRE SENT:: Name 

I. T. Manthata 
2. J. Kekana 
3. Khehla 
4. Amos 
5. Mahlaule 
6 • E. Thapedi 
7. W. Mahlalela 
8. N. Ramokgopa 
9. P. Mogopa 

10. V. Mogane 
11. W.S. Magcai 
12. M. Morobe 
13. I. Mogase 
14. W. Malepa 
IS. I. Mkhabela 
16. S.S. Dlakani 
I7. E.L. Makhetha 
IS. A.M. Ndala 
19. N.MMotlana 

CHAIRMAN: Mr A. Mas on do 

Branch 

Orlando West 
Diepkloof 
White City 
Senaoane 
Orlando East 
Tladi 
Chaiwelo 
Naledi 
Diepkloof 
Tladi/Moletsane 
Diepkloof 
Orlando East 
Diepkloof 
Moletsane 
Moletsane 
Orlando East 
Dube Village 
Meadowlands 
Dube 

Address 

6937 Orlando WEst 
62I8B Diepkloof 
396A W/C/J 
824 Senaoane 
3593 Orlando East 
1898 Tladi 
I898 Chaiwelo 
2747 Naledi Ext 
1746B Zone 2 
1607 Moletsane 
2593 Zone 2 

4730B Zone 4 

I443 Dube 

1401 Dube 

2068 Moletsane 
2088 Moletsane 
4505 OrlandoEE 

MINUTES: Minutes of the meeting of the 25th March I984 were read. 

Ommissions: Omitted in the minutes of the meeting of the 25 ultimo 
were: 
i) Most branches are unable to organise and retain potential 

members due to lack of membership cards. And consequently 

ii) It was agreed that Mr Hoveni contact Mr Johny Motata to collect 
membership cards. 

MATTERS ARISING 

I. Membership Cards: The absence of Mr Hoveni at this meeting necessitating 
greater concern in the wake of lack of a report on the mandate given to 
hime to collect cards from Mr Motata. 
The meeting noted that it shall need +-500 membership cards on a stop gap 
basis. It was suggested that with the 3 or so procurable cards the secretary 
and/or chairman, Dr N.H. Motlana, should call at a printer's shop for a 
quotation to print the estimated number. The treasurer would then be 
informed of the quotation and he in turn to show cause why there may not be 
funds to pay. 
To prepare for the worst from the treasurer, namely, that there are no 
funds, it was suggested that a pledge for RIO from either the individual or 
branch be made. The chairman, Dr N.H. Motlana, however, requested to be 
given time to check with the bank first. 
It was concluded that the ehairman, Dr Motlana, would communicate with 
Mr N.M. Ramokgopa his findings with the bank. 

2. Dube: Mr Makhetha reported tabout his contact with some ladies in Dube. 
He was furnished with names of people who have shown willingness to be 
members of the SCA and to organise for it. Dr N.H. Motlana suggested the 
likelihood of an immediate house meeting with the suggested people. 
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3. Diepkloof: Mr Mogase, chairman of the branch announced the public meeting 
of the branch to be held that day at St James Anglican Church, Zone 3, 
Diepkloof at 2 p.m. 

4. Education Crisis: It was reported that the Committee of 7 continues 
meeting preparing for a continuation meeting to be held on the 28th 
April 1984. 

OTHER MATTERS 

1. Correspondence: It was maintained that correspondence directed to the SCA 
is both never read nor responded to. Members belonging to both SCA and 
other organisations felt very strongly about this. It was however agreed 
that correspondence should be handled first by the Executive Committee; 
thnt on receipt of correspondence the secretary should intimate the 
chairman, Dr Motlana about it and the two should then strive to convene 
a meeting of the Executive Committee where the matter would be considered. 

2. Branch Reports 

(a) Chiawelo: Mrs Mahlalea reported about the branch's problem to find 
a venue for public meetings. She~ however, raised the meeting's 

hope when she promised to contact Rev J. Tshawane of the Swiss Mission 
which was a traditional venue. 

(b) Meadowlands: It was reported that the branch holds house meetings 
tvice a week. For public meetings the branch is breaking virgin soil 
by applying to the Catholic Church at Zone 2 siace confusion still 
reigns with the old venues, namely the Lutheran Churches at Zone 2 
and Zone 9. 

(c) Naledi: It was reported that the area is divided into Naledi Extension 
and the Old Naledi for the convenience of membership to attend meetings. 

TThe branch discusses thorny issues like Local Authorities Act, etc. 
Further it has resorted into a campaign to identify old and new members. 

(d) Emndeni: No report. 

(e) Tladi: Vincent and Ishmael Mkhabela are to work together to revive 
the Tladi-Moletsane branch. Concern was expressed about these two 
areas as they once were promising branches. 

(f) Jabulani:- No report. 

(g) Mapetla: Mr Masondo reported on the likelihood of combining Mapetla 
Extension, Phiri and Chiawelo Extension for a public meeting. 

(h) Moroka: No report. 

(i) White City - CWJ: No report. 

3 

An announcement of the UDF Seminar on Education for the 27-29 April 1984 was 
made 7/t/! 
NEXT MEETING: The date for the next meeting 29 April 1984. 

The meeting closed. 
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PRESENT: 

Meeting 0f the 25th March 1984 held at the Ex-Service 
Men Memorial Chapel, Dube 

Name Branch/Organisation Address 

T. Manthata Orlando West 6937 Orl. West 
D. Thathe Orlando West 10099 Orl. West 
P. Lephunya Naledi 226DA Naledi 
N. Ramokgadi Naledi 2747 Naledi Ext 
s. Ramogase Orlando 4730B Diepkloof 
G. Hoveni Chiawelo 639 Chiawelo 
H. Jada Pimville 8419 Zone 6 
M. Makhubedu Pimville 8108A Zone 6 
L. Non go Klipspruit 620 Klipspruit 
J. Mazibuko Pimville 8123B Zone 6 
N. Mot lana Dube 1401 Dube 
P.J. Kgasago Mofolo 982 Mofolo B 
Eric Biepkloof 6405A Zone 4 
N. Mogatusi Diepkloof 63 Deipkloof Ext 
P. Pule Emdeni/ Azapo Box 84, Chiawelo 
N. Pooe Naledi 973B Naledi 
M. Maruping Meadowlands 2328 Zone 9 
E.L. Makhetha Dube 1443 Dube 
L. M. Mathabathe Diepkloof 1458A Mofolo c 
Sidney Temba Moletsane 2088 Moletsane 
I. Mogase 

Dr Motlana cha~red the ~eeting. 

II 

MINUTES: Not available. but could remember some vital past issues namely:-

1. The Klipspruit Public Branch meeting held on the 11th March 1984: Mr Jada 
reported on the following:-

i) 

ii) 

An advice office at St Andrews Church. He appealed for the stationery 
and furniture. The office functions on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Satur­
days. For more knowledge and expertise on how to run an advice office 
he was advised to use the services of the personnels of the existing 
advice offices - the Black Sash, Legal Resources, Law Clinic, Centre for 
Applied Legal Studies, etc. (~l 
rhe meeting passed a resolution on Education, i.e. the need for a nationa~ \ 
strategy on education to be drawn by Mr Fanyana Mazibuko, Rev F. Chikana \q~ 
and Mr N. Mogatusi. ~ 

iii) On PUTCO the meeting resolved to write a letter together with the Diep-
kloof branch to PUTCO. Further it was reported that the branch was 

~ considering a delegation for a follow up of the letter. 

~ Mr Jada reported that his branch does not operate on a formal committee 
~~1~7

but a working force of proven workers. 

2. Diepkloof Meeting: to be held on the 8th April 1984. 

The branch is monitoring the conditions of PUTCO shelters and its services 
with the view of a meeting with cooperation the same way the Pimville branch 
is doing. The branch teaches the residents•about water and electricity meter 
reading. Meetings and talks are held and given at churches e.g.: 1 kiloliter 
is at 24c and a household consumption per month is +- 8 kl and to this is 
added R8 flat rate. 
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3. Meadowlands Branch Meeting: to be held on the 8th 

4. 

and venue not fixed yet. The meeting is primarily for the revival of 
the branch. 

t(/ 
Meeting on Education held at the Fund Centre: on the 24th March 1984 

A. 
The meeting was attended by 18 organisations. Minutes are being typed. 
It was reported that a committee of 7 members was elected to convene the 
next meeting for a follow-up and involvement of more organisations. The 
committee was further mandated to provide an agenda and an introductory 
paper. 

The meeting of the 24 March 1984 expressed concern about the active 
school teachers' and inspectorates' absence at such vital meetings. The 
chairman offered to speak to Mr Engelbrecht to allow the teachers to 
attend should the committee of 7 deem it necessary. The seven are: 

Mr L.M. Mathabathe, Mr L.S. Makhaphela, Mr S. Radaimane, Mr G. Nekota, 
Rev F. Chikane, Mrs J. Seroke and Mr T. Manthata. 

5. Branch Reports: 

i) Orlando East: There was no delegate. A concern was expressed that 
the branch has weakened with the end of the demolition of shacks. 
It needs revival. 

ii) Orlando West: David Thate reported. He maintained that the branch 
now includes Meadowlands Zone 5. 

iii) Dube: It was suggested that Mr Makhetha joins forces with Mr Sekgwale 
for the revival of the branch. 

iv) Mofolo: The chairman of the 
fortnightly house meetings. 
public meetings. Presently 

branch reported that the branch holds 
The branch has no church halls for larger 
the branch comprises Mofolo Central only. 
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,f. No •••• ·~· ~":J..4~~ ••• o. o... Age •••••••• ~""' •••••••• •.......... Sex ••• •' r)~,~\2" ••••••••••••••• o •••• • 

NAI'IE: • • ao .';-'ia!a~t~~ •• ~.l~\~.,:~-~~.t'!'~ • • T~1~t!'-~~ • • • • • • • •• •• •• • • • • • • • • • eo • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • •• ~ • 

ADDRESS L~c'du-,i.::l &c:t~.:: :'llc.;.: P~· ,\_., 11.:: lc,n,: fY/&CI.,'\N~• ~·i'' 
••••••••••••••••••..,••• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••o•••••o••••o••••• 

HOME CIRCUMSTANCES: HEAD OF H/HOUSE 

OCCUPATION 

NO OF H/HOLD 

NO AT SCHOOL 

NO WORKING 

PARENTS 

TOTAL INCOME 

SCHOLASTIC RECORD: 

JUNE REPORT: n-ii. ~.:: 1~ 

CLASS POSITION: 3 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 
::a 

= 

-tc~N>• 

})~: . ..;.'-" 
i b 

... 

P,f ~;~oil 

~o'-'u 

~''"'..: 

r· ;tc..:<l. 

STANINE: ENGV. Engs. Non-Verb. Arith. Afrik. Afr.S Non-Varb. Total 

BURSARY REQUIRED: uTn ~ 

INSTITUTION: 
(\.i ~..: \: \.. orll~ 

AMOUNT: R ).S J. 

OTHER BURSARIES: 

MINISTER Of RELIGION 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS: 

ABF 22 

07.09.I98I 

,J ( (nc:hoc 

P lcrc.rv 
~e 
$~· 

DECISION: 

/63 
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HOME CIRCUMSTANCES: HEAD OF H/HOUSE = 
OCCUPATION 

NO OF H/HOLD = 
NO AT SCHOOL = 4 

NO WORKING = 

PARENTS 

TOTAL INCOME 

SCHOLASTIC RECORD: 

CLASS POSITION: 

STANINE: ENGV. Engs. Non-Verb. Arith. Afrik. Afr.S Non-Verb. Total /63 

BURSARY REQUIRED: 

~1.1 .... \IS: ~;>tG- 'f- b\(1 

Hl'll\\?....&. 1-\t"'\J... 

c~-sc. 

AMOUNT: R i30 

OTHER BURSARIES: 

TESTIMONIAL: PRINCIPAL 

MINISTER OF RELIGION - ~:..;i'loe ~Ef-4o.e~t cr- 1..~->TI'Ie~fH• c~u.r.ot. ~~ll.'1 Pie-. poe:: FINO 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS: 

ABF 22 

07.09.I98I 
/dr 

o:w-. .. ~ ""FfcC.O "TC:. ?\!.~ '"'\"" S"rU.OIC'Ii. 

DECISION: 
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Ref. No ••• J':. t.b.\ •• •o. o... Age. •• ••••• •• t;. .•••• ••.......... Sex. •• •• • 'f~r:"~·• ...... ••G ••• 

NAPIE: a IS ~~>C.~ 1'\ c. "T'\.cu ..• ~~·················································&···························· 
ADDRESS t-1"lj)c:!~UI." l~f-IOH-"0:.. j'r~e ~~1vme;; nfll: ;.o~o. ~~...: ~~I.L 1!1.!.-:YO 

••••••••••••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••a•••••o••••~••• 

HOME CIRCUMSTANCES: HEAD Of H/HOUSE = t\C.i'rtfQ. 

OCCUPATION = tl]A 

NO Of H/HOLD = r 

NO AT SCHOOL = ~ 5 

NO WORKING = t.lll.. 

PARENTS "" 
1-\C.-nt E. t:. 

TOTAL INCOME = 'Ill•'-

SCHOLASTIC RECORD: 

JUNE REPORT: u <iC"r~ 5'1>76 rl9t. ~3ic. ~O<j \i.l..1. ~~ ~q 7: As-~ 4'1 r~ S· cJe..lel\ce 14 a-t 
~- ~<\IC") 1.q~ «a. E(). 1o.:i1e 

CLASS POSITION: 

STANINE: ENGV. Engs. Non-Verb. Arith. Afrik. Afr.S Non-Verb. Total /63 

BURSARY REQUIRED: ~-ro 11 

INSTITUTION: 

AMOUNT: R 

OTHER BURSARIES: ~-

TESTIMONIAL: PRINCIPAL 

MINISTER Of RELIGION 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS: 

ABF 22 

07.09. I98I 
/dr 

:r.c. 

- ( "i~l'\c~r.) GCMJ I'U>IL .-:1100 c.c.u(l) '""t~;:c-..G: '\"\~elf" 
( PV.I~~L) '&i•f'll"•oe tn·.,.pe-r.~.-r , 0\.01'1 • cc:.: .. ~.cus f'\'NO ~eu'I'\6\.Z-

-~ ~ '1\11! c.t'TiW:l\.1.(. 1-\IS~IC.'I'\'o. WCU. V.l:~e{) $T\l.OSII:.O ~ooHI'i 0 

6C..:.O Cot\f'l~f\C;te<t 1 At<() IN ~«CO \lt .f"l t-11'1 roo.t. f11.. HEll? • 

DECISION: 
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Ref. ~\ ..,s,~ 
No ••• ~r~.L ••.••.••• 11" Age ••••••• ~•••••••••••••••••••• 

,.. -fet-~nu: 
~ex••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

NAI'IIE: 1T'If'l~•l-l - 1-1'0\t(; nRCTM tiN C-..t>c ..• &~················································~····························' 
ADDRESS •••• ~"!-•••• ~~~~'~ •• o. ~~'Sf~~~~ ••• ?.?~.~~~ .. ;; .... "!~~ t,':'~. ~1~'1' •.••••••••• ~~ ••••• o •••• ~ •••• 

HOME CIRCUMSTANCES: HEAD OF H/HOUSE = ftiTliE~ 

OCCUPATION = CI..E~\< 

NO OF' H/HOLD = 10 

NO AT SCHOOL = 3 

NO WORKING = :z 

PARENTS :a bc-;""H 'I"'UU~ 

TOTAL INCOME = ~'10 

SCHOLASTIC RECORD: 

JUNE REPORT: R.:cc;;.r,t.. ~o Jo En;). '"'''c An. 51 k 
~· 7.c,,~ S.57o CLASS POSITION: '1 

STANINE: ENGV. Engs. Non-Verb. Arith. Afrik. Afr.S Non-Verb. Total 

BURSARY REQUIRED: fcJH 1 · J.c. 

INSTITUTION: ZH?.:.~aElO 

~J..i;, 

r;A-H~"e>C,TI 1\& I 

3-b.S" 

AMOUNT: R .:n<+-. 

OTHER BURSARIES: ~ 

/63 

TESTIMONIAL: PRINCIPAL - UC'-'4 PE:OIC f'J"reQ I'! NO f\Cr'!~l'li\i'f Pl.i.l".\.. ~tt e- l!) t.> ~:u. -se: tin\.it:O ~ 

'l"'C.~N· 

tMINISTER OF' RELIGION 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS: 

ABF' 22 

07 .09. I98I 
/dr 

- ~Jot I'C'n~c tteriEQ. CT IH& CI'I~UC. Cctl..l.l>:<.i.-t1 1)t·le 1'lo a~ v~'i 

Gee.;, C0~-<0~'\ ""'"0 Ct\~flCnaQ, ALWfl4~ f't41.\. e~ f'Ur-3. f'll\i') Ci.:.:r C.~•~(; 

DECISION: 
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Ref. No ••• ~.~?.~•••o•o••• Age•••••••••~••••••••••••••••• Sax ••••• lf.~~~~~••••••••••o•• 

NAPIE: H'"'oo•\Lr:l c~11J11 el:l 'lf\~G·tHnt:: . 
•••o•••~r.~~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••a••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

ADDRESS I<~AN'SPLf\1'\S TF.AOI(\l(';- ~TQ~~ ?lZII.II'\'rf; i31'JG -,~0 i>1E1c~~~~G- ()"100 
•••••~"••••••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••o•••••o••••o•• 

HOME CIRCUMSTANCES: HEAD Of H/HOUSE = 1-\C.TI-tE~ 

OCCUPATION = "i ~ ncrte~t 

NO Of H/HOLD = S' 

NO AT SCHOOL = 1'1 

NO WORKING = 
PARENTS ::a ~G"rrt E~ 

TOTAL INCOME = ~lq"t c~ 

SCHOLASTIC RECORD: 

JUNE REPORT: ~Tt\ () :n t. Et~~\:1 
~A"T'It~ b3 fe 

CLASS POSITION: ~~ 

STANINE: ENGV. Engs. Non-Verb. Arith. Afrik. Afr.S Non-Verb. Total /63 

BURSARY REQUIRED: '5To. •1 7. C. <.nMI:\C · I - ?. 

INSTITUTION: MCi5c 
1":.\~?ITC: Qo:\G ,~3io 

p,..,-~13 .... ~~ 
C!"!CO 

AMOUNT: R "3 co c. o 

OTHER BURSARIES: ~-

MINISTER Of RELIGION - ruu.. rtctu'£~ Ci' -mt=- ~e\.lCI"H .. c:.ttL>~.,. ~HI:. ~ c.t>t:c1e,~-r Ptii\:IO 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS: 

ABf 22 

07.09.I98I 
/dr 

11~f.O \..lC;:~r~. 

DECISION: 
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Ref. No • tJ.2.4. ~ •••••• o • o ••• Age ••••••••• ~~••••••••••••••••• Sex •••• ~a~•••••••••••••o••· 

NAME: .P~o~~-~~~~-~P~fl.~~R~ .................•.............. o••·························· 
ADDRESS •• ?.·.a •... ~C: ~~ '!!JJ-.d.a. oleQ ~1 ......................................... • •. • '3. • • • •.,. • • • •, • • • 

HOME CIRCUMSTANCES: HEAD Of H/HOUSE = Mother 

OCCUPATION = 

NO Of H/HOLD = 5 

NO AT SCHOOL = 2 

NO WORKING = Nil 

PARENTS ::a Mother 

TOTAL INCOME =-

SCHOLASTIC RECORD: 

JUNE REPORT:N. Sotho 89% Afri. 62% Eng. 68% Math. 65% S. Studies 62% G, Science 7 
R. Education54% 

CLASS POSITION: 2 

STANINE: ENGV. Engs. Non-Verb. Arith. Afrik. Afr.S Non-Verb. Total /63 

BURSARY REQUIRED: Std 7 

INSTITUTION: Lobethal School 
Private Bag xl555 
Middlabyrg 
1050 

AMOUNT: R SS.SOc 

OTHER BURSARIES: Std 7 Std 8 Std J.C. Matric 1 Matric 11 

TESTIMONIAL: PRINCIPAL - A vary promising applicant and vary highly recommended 

MINISTER Of RELIGION 

COMMITTEE COMMENTS: 

ABf 22 

07.09.I98I 
/dr 

- Hard working and has passed write through. I recommend 
vary highly. 

DECISION: 
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Minutes of the S'CA Meeting held on the 13th May 1984 
at the Dube Ex-Servicemen Memorial Chapel 

PRESENT: Name Branch Address 
1. T. Manthata Orlando West 6937 Orlando West 
2. N. Mogatusi Diepkloof 63 Diepkloof Ext. 
3. A. Masondo Senaoane 824 Senaoane 
4. J. Kekana Diepkloof 6218B Diepkloof 
5. v. Mogane Tladi/Moletsane 1607 Moletsane 
6. N. Ramokgopa Naledi 2747 Naledi 
1. E. Molobi Pimville (Klips.) 2814 Zone 2 
8. E.P. Kgasago 928 Mofolo 
9. J. Mpalweni 996 Mofolo Central 

10. K. Shubane 396A W/C/J 
11. P. Lepeya Naledi 2260A Naledi 
1·2. c. Tlhale 1346 Tladi 
13. E. Thapedi 1898 Tladi 
14. s. Molekane Jabavu 895 C.W.J. 
15. P. Molefe 1764B Zone 2, DK 
16. Dr N.H. Motlana Dube 1401 Dube 

CHAIRMAN: Mr A. Masondo 

MINUTES: The secretary read a draft as the prepared minutes were sent tfor 
typing. 

MATTERS AUSING: 

1. The RIO pledge for printing the membership cards: This was no longer 
necessary as Mr N.M. Ramokgopa and Shasha retrieved the cards from Mr 
Motata. 
A discussion followed regarding the distribution of the funds accruing 
from the membership cards. There was confusion whether part of the money 
said to be for the branch should not actually be left to the branches. 
This meant that branches should have banking accounts of their own, 
distinct from the Association's. 
It was, however, agreed that funds should remain centralised in one 
banking account under the Executive Committee, as before. 
As the control of funds is a constitutional matter, it was realised 
that most branches and/or members are ignorant of the constitution. It 

-35 

was suggested and agreed that branches should have copies of the constitution 
with them to the fortnightly meetings. 

Branch Reports 

Mofolo: Reported that it will hold its public meeting on the 2oth instant 
in the Salvation Army Hostel hall. The branch's secretary~ Mr Mbalweni, was 
introduced. 

Diepkloof: It reported its meetings •.iith the WRAB and PUTCO officials as 
mandated by the branch's public meeting. The branch extended invitation to 
members of the SCA who would be able to attend such meetings, e.g. the meeting 
of the 16th instant with PUTCO. 
The branch reported that on the 20th instant it will be running a series or 
meetings in almost every zone on various matters in preparation for a report­
back public meeting on the 27th instant. 

---------·-------~------
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~branch expressed a desire to be clarified on the following:-

The chairman's, Dr Motlana's.press and TV statement on foreign investment. 

The stand of the Association regarding membership to the UDF. 

(c) The financial report of the recent fund raising braai. 
(d) The state of the Action Committee which was elected at the beinning of 

the year. 

At this time the meeting was behind time. The hall had to be vacated for the 
Church groups. The meeting adjourned outside. Since the chairman, Dr Motlana, 
has joined us, the statement of foreign investment was brought under discussion. 

The draft that was prepared by Dr Motlana together with the Executive Committee 
was read and accepted in principle. 

It suggested that it be improved and issued in two forms, i.e. a full copy and 
an abridged one. 

The full text is to be given to the branches and the abridged one to the press. 
It was agreed that for press publicity it should be given to Mr Zwelakhe Sisulu 
for the Sowetan Mirror. 

Regarding a policy statement on foreign investment and other crucial issues it 
was agreed that only the AGM is empowered to do so and that the inter-branch 
together with the Executive Committee can provide interim measures. 

It was consequently agreed that the SCA shall avoid and refuse to release 
anything or talk to the SABC and/or its TV. 

The following announcements were made:-

i) Invitation to Leandra to a prayer service by the Leandra Action €ommittee 
on the 20th instant at 10 a.m. 

ii) The leadership seminar by the SCA for the week-end 8-10 June 1984 in Wil­
ge gespruit for the branches. It was agreed that at least the chairman and 

secretary from each branch should attend. 

NEXT MEETING: Date of the next meeting: 27th May 1984 at the Dube Ex-Servicemen 
Memorial Chapel. 

--------------~ --~------------ ----------- ---------------~--------- ---
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Dear Comrade(s) 

P.O.Box·. 126 

KWA XUMA 
1868 

2nd August 1984. 

INVITATION TO A PROTEST CONFERENCE AND RALLY IN SOWETO. 

You are invited to attend a "protest" conference and ralfy ~f 
Civic Associations/Organizations and representatives of·.ruraf 
and resetlement areas t6 be held at the ROMAN C~THOLIC CHURCH 
in PHIRI, SOWETO, on the \:l th August 1984, starting from 
lla.m. to 3p.m. · 

The Protest Conference will consist of two sessions. The 
first session will be a· business session to adopt a, pos..it-i-ori 
statementtbn the \Coloured-Indian' elections and the New Const­
itution. The Statement will ~hen be read in the second part 
of the meeting which shall take the for~~of a Rally. 

The aim here is to "raise" the "voice" of those affected by 
the Bantustan System and the Black local Authorities which 
are the basis for the New Constitution. To r~gister ~essage 
that participating in these eleG~ions(New System) is accepti~ 
ng ane endorsing the pain andsm~~~yJof the oppressed majori­
ty in the country. We want to make a decision as to what we 
should do with the Hendrickse's and the Rajbansi's who claim 
that they are going to represent 'Africans' in the New System. 

The Draft Position Statement is enclosed for your considerat~ 
ion and suggestions. Please Telephone the office of Rev. F. 
Chikane at 339-2513 (011) for ammendments and additions to 
the Statement bef9re or on Thursday the 9th August 1984. 

DO COME TO THIS HISTORICAL DAY THAT WILL TURN THE TIDE AGA~ 
INST THIS EVIL SYSTEM AND THE PARTICIPANTS THEREOF. 

--- ?_<J.- ---

---------.------. --,---------.-----~ --------~---:-- ·-·-... , .... 
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PROPOSED POSITION STATEMENT ON THE "COLOURED INDIAN" 

ELECTION FOR THE TRICAMERAL PARLIAMENT. 

We, the confined majority within the ghettos and deserts of 

this our motherland through the inhuman and unj~st laws of 

this Apartheid Regime executed through the Apartheid Courts, 

police and the army. We, the confined majority within 13% 

of the land in the barren Bantustans (and so called independent 

national states), resulting in the loss of our citizenship and 

thus becoming foreigners in the land of our birth, noting: 

( 1) That the New Cons titu Uon of S;ou ttl Africa as end or sed by 

the white minority at the November Znd 1983 referendum is 

based on this brutal act of confining us into the Bantustan 

by force after the long and painful process of dispossession. 

(Z) That this New Constitution is found on the pain and suffering 

and even unto death, of about 3 million Africans who have 

been forcefully removed and relocated to complete the 

confinement of the African maJority, thus paving paving a 

way for the New Constitution. 

(3) That this Constitution is based on ihe success of the Apartheid 

Regime in confining the African majority within the Bantustans 

and proclaimed "white" areas through the racist influx control 

which has resulted in the prosecution of millions of our 

people (at a rate of more than 500 people per day in 1982) 

in the Apartheid Courts of the Racist Regime with many 

serving jail sentences and others "deported" to the said 

Bantustans. 

(4) That thousands of our people have been brutally killed and 

some tortured to death others maimed by the police force and 

army of this Apartheid Regime for rejecting and resisting 
Apartheid. 

(5) That many of our leaders are languishing in jail and many others 
have served long (and short) sentences in the Apartheid 
Prisons resisting- this Apartheid Regime. 

~-.......- -~----· .... ---·-----~~-------· ......... -------------------- -·-· --- -----·- ------- -------~------ -- -----·--·---------~----------
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We therefore wish to declare to all South Africans (both Whita 

and Black) and to the world at large. 

(a) That there will never be peace in South Africa as long 

as the majority of the oppressed is not involved in 

determining their own destiny but confined in a brutal 

way to 13ro of the land. 

(b) That those who have chosen to participate in the racist 

(c) 

Tri-Cameral Parliament have henceforth crossed the battle 

line (like all participants in the Bantustan System and the 

Black local ·authorities) to join· the white minority in the 

oppression of the Black Majority. 

That all those ~ho are going to put their vote on August 

2Znd and 27th shall also be declartng their side with 

the enemy against the oppressed majority and thus will 

be taking the blame for the evils of this system as 

perpetrated against the defenceless majority and also 

for the blood that will be shed in South Africa after 

August 1984. 

(d) We further wish to warn, in the strongest possible terms, 

Hendrickse and Rajbansi and their parties to stop the 

crime of saying they are going into the system to repre­

sent Africans when they are doing so for their own per-

sonal gains. We want to make it clear that we do not 

need their representation. We are here to represent 

ourselves, our leaders are here to represent us, they 

are languishing in prison. 

We express nevertheless our confidence in our brothers and 

sisters in both the Coloured and Indian communities that they 

wi 11 never abandon our 1 ong tradition of su-ffering-a-nd st ru~­
gling together, and that they will ~efuse to be co-opted to 

the system on the election-day by staying away from the polls 

in sa~idarity with the oppressed . 

. . -~------..,.·----- ·----- ------,. ·--- ... ,-~~------- -----,.----~- --· -----· --···---- ...... -------·· ,_. ____ --- .. ------. 
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Institute 

1st Floor 
Portland Place 
37 Jorissen Street 
Braamfontein 
2001 

30th January 1985 

Dear friend 

For Contextual Theology 

P.O. Box 32047 
Braamfontein 
2017 
South Africa 
Tel. (011) 339-2513/6:2 

Due to the enormous cost involved in producing this report we would 

appreciate a donation of R8.00 to meet our expenditure. 

Yours sincerely 

Q~atta-

D.M. Ramodibe (Mrs) 

Administrati v~ St·)Crct<:·.ry 

--------
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prefi::ed to 1 theology 1 because for the past 117 years 'blackness 1 

in this country has been the symbol of economic, class exploi~>ation. 

That prefix emphasises this crucial point, which no black can forget 
in a hurry. 

No, not yet adieu! but bienvenu, BLACK THEOLOGY! 

\ 
'•, 

-------~----------~ ---------- ---- -----~ -------
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P.O.Box 126 w ~~I ~U 
KWA XUMA -
1868 

2nd August 1984. 

Dear Comrade.Cs) 

INVITATION TO A PROTEST CONFERENCE AND RALLY IN SOWETO. 

You are invited to attend a "protest" conference and rally of 
Civic Associations/Organizations and representatives of rural 
and resetlement areas to be held at the ROMAN C~THOLIC CHURCH 
in PHIRI, SOWETO, on the \:l th August 1984, starting from 
lla.m. to 3p.m. 

The Protest Conference will consist of two sessions. The 
firs t s e s s ion will be a b u sines s session to adopt a p o a.i. t-i-o rT 

statemenl:fJn the 'Coloured-Indian' elections and the New Const­
itution. The Statement will bhen be read in the second part 
of the meeting which shall take the form of a Rally. 

The aim here is to "raise" the "voice" of those affected by 
the Bantustan System and the Black local Authorities which 
are the basis for the New Constitution. To register ~essage 
that participating in these ele~tions(New System~ is accepti­
ng ane endorsing the pain andsmrs~~yJof the oppressed majori­
ty in the country. We want to make a decision as to what we 
should do with the Hendrickse's and the Rajbansi's who claim 
that they are going to represent 'Africans' in the New System. 

The Draft Position Statement is enclosed for your considerat­
ion and suggestions. Please Telephone the office of Rev. F. 
Chikane at 339-2513 (011) tor ammendments and additions to 
the Statement before or on Thursday the 9th August 1984. 

--------~---- ----------··----··~·---·-··--·---·-··---~~-------~--~------··-·. --------.---·-
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Dear Friends, 

"WE 5TAHP SHOULDER 
TO SlioULDE'R 
'vllTH OUR 

f1alFOL.I(, lH A 
CoHHON 5TRUGG!l 

A'"lloliT POVeJll'( 
AAC.E />l-10 c.LA~ 
DIStRtHit-IATio~" 

FSAW 
n !)PRtl MSf 
lko•••1'•Df'ol o• •·'· 
we .... c. ... 

women unite against 
Both a ·s new deal 

13th July, 1984 

The Federation of South African Women has set up an interim Co-ordinating 
Committee in the Transvaal. Homen 1 s groups from rural areas and around 
the reef have been meeting regularly over the past few months. 

Since this commi~tee was started, we have had a successful rally at 
Mamelodi. The purpose was to pay tribute to women in our strug!Jle 
and to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the Federation. 

We have also had a workshop and it was at this workshop of women 1 s groups 
that a program was drawn up fbr National Women 1 S Day - Auqust, 9th. 

l~e call on all women in our organisations, in our women 1 s groups, to parti­
cipate in making this program a success. He also ask for financial support 
for this program. 

On Saturday 21st July, at Khotso House at 10 a.m. we are convening a 
meeting of all women 1 s groups and women in our organisations generally. 
The purpose is to co-ordinate activities and to plan together for Aug. 9. 

We call on you to support us in our efforts. 

PROGRM1 FOR AUG. 9 - THH1E: WDr1EN UNITE AGAINST BOTHA 1 S NE~J DEAL 

Thursday 9th of August 

Friday 10th of August 

Sunday 11th of August 

Women will organise programs in their local areas 

Cultural program with the focus on women and 
resistance. 7 pm at Khotso House 
Women 1 s rally - women against the constitution 
Venue to be confirmed. 

FORt·!ARD AGAINST BOTHA 1 S PLANS 

~1rs mangeni 

Federation of South African Women 

._ _______ we call our women---------.-
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238 LIBERATI 0 N ETHICS 

This is not the place to outline a program for commu­
nity action. Such action cannot be blueprinted but must 
arise out of the needs of those who feel in their bodies or 
minds that they have had all the injustice they are prepared 
to take and now want to do something about it. This is, 
however, the place to indicate that revolutions ought al­
ways to grow out of human need and ought always to 
transform systems rather than destroy persons. 

The fundamental difference between liberation and polit­
ical liberalism is that the former seeks to eliminate or 
transform systems and structures of violence, whereas the 
latter seeks to maintain the basic structures while trying to 
improve them gradually. The fundamental differences ·be­
tween liberation ethics and a traditional revolutionary ap­
proach are that the former believes a humanizing result 
requires nonviolent means and can usually be achieved best 
through a progressive conquest of power, whereas the lat­
ter emphasizes the use of violence, usually with the aim of 
a military or paramilitary seizure of the central govern­
ment. 

Liberation ethics also views the struggle against oppres­
sion as a continuing one. There is no final revolution which 
by definition brings utopia. It is possible to end specific 
systems such as human slavery, monopoly capitalism, war, 
subordination of women, and racial segregation; but the 
ending and replacement of such systems is simply a crucial 
part of a much longer task of continuing liberation. That 
task belongs to everybody but uniquely to those who are 
committed to human freedom. There is such a thing as the 
liberation of a person's intelligence and will so that he or 
she is prepared to live as if the liberated community were 
already here. Such persons will associate with each other to 
begin the process of structural change and the liberation of 
others. Anyone who behaves on a lower level of freedom 
than he can, diminishes and helps destroy freedom for 
others. Something extraordinary is required of those who 
want to be free and who want others to be free. 
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