fig 12. Eskom power lines.
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Although hermeneutic phenomenology and structuralism forms
the basis of these ideas and the theorists are geographically and
historically separated, these ideas are still relevant in the light of

this project.

One cannot assume that one theory or one era or genre of
thought alone could be enough to answer to the complexities of

a specific, though multivalent problem such as this project poses.

The hybrid nature of these ideas adds to the richness of the
approach and it expresses both our quest to understand
humanity and their relation with the world in a meaningful

substantial manner in the contemporary South African context.

CLIENT + PROBLEM STATEMENT + BRIEF
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CLIENT

United Nations High Commission of Refugees (UNHCR), Absa
DevCo, The City of Tshwane and the Department of Sport.

PROBLEM STATEMENT_

The name ‘Olievenhoutbosch’ is associated with graphic
images of xenophobic attacks published in local media during
December 2005 to February 2006. A streak of xenophobic
violence was triggered by a fight between two men in a shebeen
in the Choba informal settlement on the southern periphery of
the township when a Zimbabwean man killed a SePedi speaking

leader of the community.

Revenge was inevitable and after a two-week period of
xenophobic violence during which 15 foreigners were killed and
36 South Africans arrested, Olievenhoutbosch was permanently

branded as an area of unrest, crime, violence and murder.

Olievenhoutbosch is a relatively new settlement area close to
Centurion, previously known as Verwoerdburg, which until the
late 1980's was an entirely white area. It wasn't until the mid-
1990’s with the relaxation of movement controls, that there was

a sudden influx of black South Africans to the area.

What made and still makes Olievenhoutbosch so attractive, is
the fact that it is conveniently located near several of the major
urban and manufacturing hubs in Gauteng and is therefore an
appealing environment for job seekers and people working
in various industries in Pretoria, Centurion, Johannesburg

and Midrand. Olievenhoutbosch was established in 1996 by

the municipality of Centurion but designated to be a transit
area with few permanent services. As time went by and the
expectancy of RDP houses rose, it quickly became a growing
informal settlement even though it was partially on illegally

occupied private land.

According to the national census of 2001, the 8 605 individual
households in 1998 grew to a total of 20 500 in 2001 and is still
growing. 60% of the residents are under the age of 30 years,
20,5% of which are unemployed and 24% self employed- making
bricks, washing cars, selling second hand goods or basic forms of
entrepreneurship. Only 23% of adults have matric and 67% of the

population falls in the poverty income group.
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GAUTENG CRIME STATISTICS FOR 2011

fig 13. Crime statistics in Gauteng
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According to a local school principal of Philena Primary School, Mr.
Clever Shikwambane, in a personal interview on 1 March 2012,
the exceptionally high level of 98% school attendance is primarily
due to the constant provision of food at the school. It is also
because school is seen as an escape from the realities at home.
“At school, children can play, learn and feel safe,” (Shikwambane).
Unfortunately schools suffer to accommodate children after
school due to non-existing and highly inadequate sport facilities
and after school programs. Due to long work hours of parents or
possibly the high rate of domestic violence, children are forced to
entertain themselves at rudimentary gaming arcades in shebeens
and it is there where these children are exposed to violence and

alcohol at a young and important phase of their development.

Lauren Landau (2007), describes Olievenhoutbosch in a paper on
forced migration, as a post democracy ‘point- of-entry’ township.
However, it is of the opinion of the author that the above
mentioned problems that correlate with Landau’s definition of a
‘point of entry’ township should not be used as an excuse for the
current rate of decay. It should rather influence the architectural
response that will form a coalition with existing social efforts to
shape the future of the people of Olievenhoutbosch from being
a crime stricken township, to one that respects and cares for
themselves, and one another- a community that sticks to the

rules of the game.

"..COP WAS TOO DRUNK TO HELP!
(ALLI, ET AL. 2008)
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‘STRONG LIMITATIONS OFFER AN OPPORTUNITY
FOR STRONG ARCHITECTURAL INTERPRETATION,
IF YOU ARE CAPABLE OF SENSING THE SPIRIT OF

YOUR EARTH AND SKIES.

(VoN MEiss 1997:7)

fig 16. Netball game.
g g 23
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BRIEF

The role of the architect is to assist the clients in selecting
an appropriate site and designing a multi-purpose ‘sport
for development’ community centre for the community of

Olievenhoutbosch.

The architectural intervention must provide a platform for
participation, integration and reconciliation and facilitate the

development of sport.

The intervention should respond to the existing urban condition,
the climate and the socioeconomic circumstances as well as

involve the community from design process to construction phase.

The proposed design should allow for spontaneous growth
and future development to ultimately become a place that the

community can share and call their own.

PROPOSED

fig 19. Soccer ball (Google images).

The aim is to create a facility that responds to the problem of high

demand of positive social interaction and low infrastructure to

supply it.

This facility will provide the community with a structured and
multifunctional space where they can play social sport. It will
also provide facilities where people can learn new skills, like

swimming, which will improve their physical health.

The sport and recreational aspect will also include multipurpose
sport facilities that can be accessed freely by all members of the

public for recreational purposes and formal sport meetings.

PROGRAMME

fig 20. Lace up Africa.

The educational field focuses on integration programmes
between schools within the area and the education of coaches
and trainers that will enforce mutual respect between all cultures

and races.

The facility will create a platform for the development of physical
education for all primary and high school students. The physical
education program will incorporate sex education, including HIV

and Aids, and life skills.

&
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fig 21. Boxing gloves (Google images 2012)

The goal is to provide a facility that can host formal sport meetings
within the community and uphold a world class standard in terms

of quality.

The facility is within 35 minutes by bus from Oliver Tambo
International Airport and should be utilised to accommodate
touring international teams in warm-up games or competition

against local talent.

The proposed design will also facilitate any individual sportsman

or woman in his or her efforts to become a professional athlete.

fig 22. Peas. (Google images 2012)

Personal healthcare will be provided on the premises in the
form of physiotherapy, biokinetics and other related disciplines.
This will relieve pressure from the current local clinic within
Olievenhoutbosch and provide the community with an
intermediate source of medical attention with regard to physical

injury.

A secondary layer focusing on healthy nutrition will not only cater
for the provision and retailing of healthy food but also enlighten

the community of the necessity of a healthy balanced diet.

fig 23. Wax model of football player .

These four programs have been designed to develop roots within
the community and result in the systematic burgeoning of a
community's potential to create new programmes that are not
directly related to sport but creates employment opportunities,

potential realisation and contributes to a healthier community.

Ultimately, every program must have the ability to be addressed
from within the community and aim to expand into a new set of
opportunities which will build peace and reconcile a broken and

unhealthy community.

27
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PRECEDENT STUDY 2

SIYATHEMBA SOCCER CLINIC
SOMKHELE, KwAzuLU NATAL
SOUTH AFRICA (UNBUILT)

Siyathemba soccer clinic, designed by Cameron Sinclair & Swee
Ng, is a response on a competition hosted by Architecture for

Humanity.

The design is a combined soccer field and health-care facility that
focuses on disseminating information on HIV/AIDS prevention
and treatment and eventually as a service point for mobile
health care within the area of Somkhele- an area with one of the
highest HIV/AIDS rates in the world. This facility is run by medical
professionals from the Africa Centre for Health and Population
Studies and will serve as a gathering place for young people
between the ages of 9 and 14. It will serve as the home for the

first ever girls football league in the area.

30

Strengths: The Siyathemba project’s strength lies in its duality’.
The project effectively harnesses the potential of playfulness and
simultaneously provides education on HIV and AIDS. The duality
becomes evident in the multifunctional design. Spaces respond
in different ways to very different circumstances. The pavilion
oscillates between being an expressive space of emotion during a
football game to being a receptive space where people are being

educated.

Location: The Siyatemba project is situated in the rural
community of Somkhele. This limited resources influences the
upkeep and life span of the building and ultimately the impact it

has on the community.

fig 25. Siyathemba soccer clinic (Swee Hong Ng 2012) .

RangeZ The number of people impacted is limited. The project
focuses on woman and children, which might lead to sexual
discrimination from the local men. This places the structure at risk

for vandalism and destructive behaviour from excluded members.

Siyathemba is an integrated multifunction design that responds
effectively to a specific problem at a specific place. However, the
duality of the building could have been explored further in terms of

providing a wider range of facilities that incorporate all ages and race.

" Duality is the ability of the building to facilitate different programatic
requirements in a single space. These requirements are often separated.

2The range refers to the depth or scope of the project influence.
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fig 25b_. Siyathemba soccer clinic. ( Swee Hong Ng 2012)

fig 25¢. Siyathemba soccer clinic. ( Swee Hong Ng 2012)

fig 25d. Siyathemba soccer clinic (Swee Hong Ng 2012).
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PRECEDENT STUDY 3

FOOTBALL FOR HOPE
SEAM ARCHITECTS- KENYA

The architects of the proposed Football for Hope Centre, Steve
Coombs, Victoria Ridge and Sam Austin aims to disrupt a rigid
grid pattern and social divisions by creating a new social centre
for the local community. The proposal is not only a single design
but a strategy that produces different configurations from the
specific conditions of each site allowing community involvement

in its development and adaptation to changing requirements.

Their primary aim is to provide every person with access to clean
water and a nutritional diet; only when these needs are met, will
people benefit from new health, education and sports facilities.
Indeed, helping HIV positive people produce their own fruit and

32vegetables is the most sustainable way to ensure the wholesome

fig 26b. Rendering (SEAM architects 2008).

diet so necessary for their immune systems. Public spaces are
defined by community buildings which are developed around

water points and the centrally-located pitch.

These spaces include a cinema and a public gathering or
performance space, linear market, library, computer lab and
health clinic. Recycling and sustainability also forms an integral
part of the design. Drinking water is captured from roofs and
grey water is used for irrigation. A power hub supplies electricity
so that people can charge batteries, cell phones and other

electronic devices.

fig 26a. Section through site. (SEAM architects 2008)

fig 26¢. Built form (SEAM architects 2008).

Space, structure and form was developed by a series of processes
or strategies. These processes started with an understanding
of the macro urban fabric and identity. This was followed by a
thorough analysis of the site, the daily rituals of the user and an
understanding of their basic needs. The designers incorporated
their knowledge of the above and strengthened their concept by
giving it a layer of social interest, namely: football. The process
of analysis and community engagement lead to an architectural
response that engages with the community and provides a
platform for the community to engage with itself. Finally, this
platform manifests itself in space and the space informed the

nature of the structural built form.

S

fig 26d. Allotments. (SEAM 2008)

1. ALLOTMENTS

Portioning up the site into community accessible lots using the
existing grid pattern that is common in urban areas. The existing
grid pattern was identified by analysing the existing urban fabric.

See "streeks[TAAL]"" ( Chapter 02).

! Streeks[Taal] refers to chapter 02 that further investigates regional
and urban analysis.

SP

fig 26e. Routes. (SEAM 2008)

2. ROUTES

The existing informal footpaths that are naturally formed due
to the reticulation pattern of the community was formalised to
appose the existing grid pattern. This means that the designers
incorporated the user’s ritual into the design by investigating the

language of the site. See "Werf[TAAL]"? ( Chapter 03).

2 Werf[Taal] refers to chapter 03 that further investigates the understanding
of site language.

S¥

fig 26f. Water. (SEAM 2008)

3. WATER

Water is a basic human need and is especially relevant when
dealing with sport. The strategic placement of water points at
crossings near the borders of the site is an architectural response

to this need. This informs space and structure.

S¥

fig 26g. The pitch. (SEAM 2008)

4.THE PITCH

The football pitch is the catalyst in the process of creating this
public space. The designers focussed on a communal interest to
achieve and establish social interaction. The pitch is sunken one

meter into the ground.

S¥

fig 26h. Public space. (SEAM 2008)

5. PUBLIC SPACES
Public spaces are located around water points. Thus, need leads

to the creation of spaces.

D

fig 26i. Buildings. (SEAM 2008)

6. PUBLIC BUILDINGS
The building sits within and around these public spaces forming

the boundaries or thresholds between spaces.

SP

fig 26j. Fruit trees and vinyards. (SEAM 2008)

7. PLANTING OF FRUIT TREES AND VINYARDS

This binds the site together. 33
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