
191

Post-Surgery Rehabilitation

The dissertation endeavoured to merge two medical 
practices in order to remedy the ailments of current 

healthcare design. 

The patient has been wheeled into the recovery 
ward and is coming to.

Was the surgery a success?   

Inconclusion

07
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[07] Reflections on the design and conclusions

This dissertation analysed the major shortfalls of the typical clinic design and aimed to challenge 
both how clinics were made and how they are inserted into informal contexts.
The research question posed set out to investigate if the overlaps and areas of antagonism between 
western and traditional healthcare models could result in a design that achieved all of the project 
intentions.

The result is a project which mediates between the salutogenic approaches of the traditional healers, 
and the pathogenic principles of western healthcare, to create an intervention that is both reflective 
of and responsive to place, that respects patient dignity in the creation of pubic waiting spaces, that 
mitigates the risk of air-borne disease transmission and able to adapt according to future changes in 
the context.

It was hypothesised that the participatory methodology would result in the intervention being 
accepted by and influential in the community. It would be impossible to find the hypothesis true or 
false, without building the intervention. 
However, reflection on the influence of the collaboration process reveals the positives and difficul-
ties of this design methodology. The initial meetings and informal interview were helpful in gauging 
and understanding of needs and wants within the community and their expectations of and desires 
for the ideal clinic. However, when moving the discussions into a more architectural focus, the col-
laboration process was not very helpful in a formalistic sense. However, the dissertation attributes 
this to the size of the group and the lack of vested interest in the project, rather than the method 
itself.
The transect walks and observations of building techniques and materiality proved most influential 
in the outcome of this particular project.
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In a session in the Public Health Group parallell panel, at the UIA congress in Durban, 2014; the 
question was posed;

	 Why is healthcare architecture within rural and informal contexts challenged more? Why 
do we continue to build Eurocentric clinics, with few exception, on a continent with vastly 
different disease burdens and climatic conditions.

The question was answered with another question:

Why is the car still designed with four wheels place in each corner? Because that is what 
works. And when we build a car with three wheels, it tips over. The European healthcare 
models work, are efficient and cure people.

The Australian gentleman who answered the question, clearly had very little idea of how sick 
these clinics were making people in South Africa.

The dissertation found that the spatial models observed in the traditional healer practices offered de-
sign guidelines to how a pathogenic western model could be manipulated and redesigned, in order 
to create a healthy environment, focused on fostering health, rather than curing disease. 
Proving that there are otherways of making architecture, even healthcare architecture. 
And that way is found through community collaboration.
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[07] Images from the final exam[07] Images from the final exam
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Design Exam: Mokena Mokeka 

Design Exam: Mokena Mokeka 

Design Exam: Mokena Mokeka 
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Design Exam: Mokena Mokeka 

Technical Exam: Neil Crafford
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Design Exam: Model Images
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Perspective from Southern corner
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Perspective from Western corner
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Perspective illustrating the northern landscaping
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Perspective illustrating the main waiting area and public square
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Perspective illustrating the main waiting area
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Perspective illustrating a medical department waiting area
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The Final Exam

Thank you to all the external examiners for your appreciation of my work, for my loving and 
supportive family for the applause and to all in attendance; your presence in my exam was much 
appreciated!
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