University of Pretoria, etd - Van der Westhuizen, A L (2003)

AN URBAN CENTRE FOR TEMPORARY WORKERS

In Hatfield, Pretoria by Andries Lourens van der Westhuizen

Mentor: Rudolf van Rensburg
Study leader: Finzi Saidi

SUBMITTED IN FULFILLMENT OF PART
OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE
DEGREE MAGISTER IN ARCHITECTURE
(PROFESSIONAL) IN THE FACULTY OF
ENGINEERING, BUILT ENVIRONMENT
AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHITECTURE

NOVEMBER 2003



University of Pretoria, etd - Van der Westhuizen, A L (2003)

Aan
My Ouers

If I had not known that my life depends
on my mind and my effort ... if | had not
made it my highest moral purpose to
exercise the best of my effort and the
fullest capacity of my mind in order to
expand my life...

Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged, 1957
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This thesis elaborates on the relationship

P r OI Ogu e between work and time and how it relates to

quality architecture. Quality is a degree of
excellence.

The project proposed is aimed at promoting
quality in the built environment through

workmanship.
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Opsomming

Pretoria, in die Tswane
Metropolitaanse area, is gele€ in Gauteng,
die provinsie waar die meeste handel in
Suid-Afrika plaasvind. Hatfield, ‘n voorstad
in Pretoria, is die tuiste van baie studente
aan ‘n wye verskeidenheid

akademiese inrigtings, insluite  nde
die Universiteit van Pretoria. Baie werkers
pendel tussen Pretoria en Johannesburg op
‘n daaglikse basis.

Die wéreld word vandag gekenmerk
deur ewigdurende veranderinge, wat veral in
Suid-Afrika tot onsekerheid lei,
gepaardgaande met skommelinge in die
ekonomie.

Die werkloosheidskoers van
ongeveer 40% noodsaak dat
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baie Suid -Afrikaners tydelike, en selfs
migrerende arbeiders word.

Hierdie onsekerheid word ook
weerspieél in die boubedryf, waar geboue
“tydelike” eienskappe toon, en waar
vakmanskap in die beplanning en
konstruksie daarvan ontbreek.

Die projek wat in hie rdie tesis
bespreek word, is die gevolg van
intensiewe beplanning rondom die
voorgestelde Hatfield Gautrans Stasie, deur
E.B Roccon (tesis vir MArch(Prof), 2003),
wat geimplimenteer word om ‘n effektiewe
openbare vervoeraansluiting tussen
Pretoria en Johannesburg te bewerkstellig.

‘N STEDELIKE SENTRUM VIR TYDELIKE WERKERS

In Hatfield, Pretoria deur Andries Lourens van der Westhuizen

Summary

Mentor: Rudolf van Rensburg
Study leader: Finzi Saidi
Degree: MArch(Prof)

Pretoria, in the Tswane Metropolitan
area, is in Gauteng, the province
responsible for most trade in South Africa.
Hatfield in Pretoria is home to many
students of various institutions, including the
University of Pretoria. Many workers live in
Pretoria an d commutes daily between
Pretoria and Johannesburg.

The world is characterized by ever -
changing aspects today, and especially in
South Africa uncertainty prevails.
Fluctuations in the economy have resulted
in a feeling of insecurity. An unemployment
rate of approximately 40% has

caused many South Africans to become
temporary, and often migrant, workers.

This uncertainty also reflects in the
built environment, where buildings have
become "temporary", displaying a lack of
workmanship in the planning and
construction.

The project dis cussed in this thesis
is a result of intensive planning on the site,
in collaboration with the proposed Hatfield
Gautrans Station by Bernard Roccon
(thesis proposal for MArch(Prof) degree,
2003), implemented to provide an efficient
public transport link be tween Pretoria and
Johannesburg.
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Die vernaamste funksies van hierdie
prokek, d.w.s. die skep van ‘n stabiele
sentrum, wat ook dien as ‘n toevlugsoord
vir tydelike werkers, is die noodwendige
resultaat van hierdie beplanningsproses.

Hierdie tesis mik veral na die
herinstelling van ‘n vertr oue in die
bouomgewing, en die skep van kwalitiet
argitektuur deur werkverskaffing en
vakmanskap.

The functions of the project, a stable centre
acting as a datum point and haven for
temporary workers, is a result of this
planning process.

This thesis aims at re -establishing a
trust in the built environment through quality
architecture, by promoting wor k and
workmanship.
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