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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

CI-IAPTER I.

Introduction-Cape of Good Ilope-Origin of ita Na1Jle.

Proper Seasons for passing it-Suhject to Storms-First
Settlements made thlrre by the Dutck-Southern Peninsula
and Shores descrihed, with a Geographical Sketch of tIle
Country-Its Government and Divisions on the fir,t Esta­
blishment by the Dutch.

THE Author of this work, actuated by the encourage- Introduct0rt

mellt and indulgence he has received from the Public, in ~:~:.rvl.
their favourable reception of his first literary production,
the Account of the Island of Ceylon, is induced to offer
to them the' following Descriptive Sketch of the Cape of
Good Hope.

Various reasons have induced the author to present this
work to the Public at the present crisis. The contents of
the following pages were indeed collected on the spot
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by him some tinie ago; but particular circumstances, conl­
bined with his military duties, have prevented his arrang­
ing and bringing them sooner before the Public in a

nlature state.
'fhe ship on board which the Author was embarked

,vith a detachment of his regiment destined for the East
Indies, having, in August 1796, put into False Bay for
,vater and refreshments, ,vas detained there nearly t\VO
months by one of those incidents common in time of
"Tar. During the period of his detention there, he had all
opportunity of seeing and examining all that tract of
country from False Bay and the opposite coast of Hot­
tentot Iiolland, to Table Bay, Cape frOWn and its neigh­
bourhood. This he was the better enabled to do, as the
detachment of the 19th regiment, to which he belonged,
was part of the force disembarked at Simon's 'rown, and
which marched for the defence of Cape 'fown, at that
critical period ,vhen General Craig) with the greatest part
of the garrison, proceeded to Saldahna Bay against the
Dutch Fleet under Admiral Lucas, which put in there
in hopes of being joined by a French squadron from the
Isle of France, and in conjunction with the Boors and
Colonists of the Interior attempted to retake the Cape
from the English. In this, ho\vever, they ,vere disap­
pointed by the extraordinary activity and exertion of Sir
James Craig, and the army under his command, together
,vith the unexpected appearance of Admiral ElphiI1Stone~

(now Lord Keith) with the English fleet.
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'VhCll returning from India to Europe in 1801, on ac­
count of ill health contracted while on service there, the
ship in which the author was passenger put into Table
Bay, \vhere being detained for two months, the author had
a farther opportunity of visiting several parts of the coun­
by eastward of Cape rrown, the villages of Stellenbosch,

Drakenstein, and Swellendam; besides enlarging his ob­
servations and obtaining more particular information of the
country in general, and the inhabitants.

From the author's residence at the Cape in the different
seasons of the year, he had an opportunity of observing
the effects resulting from their variations both to agricul­
ture and comlnerce; an object which is here in parti­
cular of the most essential importance. He ,vas also
enabled to ascertain more accurately the nature of the
climate, and its effects on the soil and appearance of the
country, as well as to exalnine the natural productions
of each season.

As some years had elapsed between the different periods
of the author's touching at the Cape of Good Hope, he
had occasion to remark a change very speedily produced in
the habits and manners of the Dutch, in consequence of their
connection with the English residing amongst them, and
their intercourse with other strangers who ,vere formerly
excluded by a jealous government. He ,vas also enabled
to observe, \vith a patriotic pride, the ilnprovements which
took place in the civil and nlilitary establishments; and
the economy and u&eful regulations introduced as soon as
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it ca1ne into the possession of the British nation, which

never fails to carry civilization, opulenee, and industry,

into every quarter of the globe which is reached by bel­

arms or her commerce.

rrhe inhabitants of Cape Town, and the planters resid­

ing in the country parts, are composed of a heterogeneous

mixture of adventurers from almost every country of the
Continent of Europe, who have at various periods> for

several ages past, continued to form establishments for

themselves in that settlement. Such however has been the

influence of the medley of habits, customs, prejudices, and

languages, that few retain any distinguishing trait of the
country from which they originally sprung; and the whole

society requires to be described as a people differing ex­
tremely from the natives of any part of Europe.

rrhe author during his stay at the Cape, being, accord­

ing to the custom of that country, an inmate in their

families, as every house takes in strangers and passengers
to board and lodge, ,vho for the time are considered as
members of the family, and are in consequence admitted

to a perfect knowledge of their domestic concerns and

most private habits, had thus an opportunity of becoming

thoroughly acquainted ,vith their characters and modes of
life; a species of information which in every instance is

useful and entertaining, but more particularly so with re­
gard to the colonists of the Cape of Good Hope, who

exhibit features so very distinct from those of the inhabit­
ants either of the mother country or of the other colonies...

'l
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'rhe author is aware that several ,vTiters ha,·c already

produced ,vorks 011 the Cape of Good IIope; and have

given to the public, descriptions of the interior of Africa,

l\rhich some of them have explored only ,vith their pen.

As he, however, for his part, had not an opportunity of
visiting the interior, he does not pretend to describe it,
but confines hinlself to what fell under his inlmediate ob­

servation in a tract within fifty miles round the Cape

'fown; and ill treating of the country which lies within

that compass, he has endeavoured to give every useful

information which he could collect, and perhaps to add

some ne,v remarks on circumstances ,vhich Dlay have es­
caped the notice of others. lIe may indeed be allo"red

to observe, without any imputation of arrogance or pre­

sumptuous censure, that during his residence at Cape
'l"OWll, he was struck with many interesting facts re~pect­

ing that place and its neighbourhood, ,vhich he has not

been able to discover in any of the accounts ,vhich have

hitherto been given to the public. Those, ill general,

who have undertaken to describe the Cape of Good

Ilope, have said little or nothing of thc principal and

most ilnportant part of the Colony, Cape rro\vn, and the

southern peninsula, where the chief harbours are situated;

nor have they entered minutely into the characters and
manners of the colonists; but have immediately dashed

into the rude, wild, and uncultivated parL of the country,

filling up the pages of their journals with accounts of

their daily transactions amongst the shllple natives of
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IIottentot IIolland and Caffraria. 'Vith others, the botany
and lllineralogy of the Cape have been the sole subjects

of enquiry, \vhile th~se objects ,vhich are of most import­
ance in a political and commercial point of vie\v, haye
been almost entirely overlooked.

These animadversions on the works which have ap­
peared relative to the Cape of Good IIope are far from
being intended to deprive them in any degree of their

particular merit. 'fhe botanist, the mineralogist, the zoo­
logist, had each his own particular object in vie\v j and it
is but justice to say, that many of these writers who vi­
sited this colouy are worthy the attention of those to
whOIll their labours are particularly directed. The author
of the following work neither pretends to appreciate their
Inerits, nor at all to enter into a competition for which
l1e is totally disqualified by the pursuits to which his at:­
tention through life has been directed. All he pretends
to do is to describe, as they occurred to a man of com­
luon obseryation, those scenes and facts which fell under
his notice; and in doing so, he presumes to hope that he
shall be enabled to point out, in plain language, the prin­
cipal lnilitary and commercial advantages resulting from
this settlclllent, as well as the distinguishing characteristics
of its inhabitants; suhjects which, he conceives, have not
been preoccupied by the more able and learned authors to
,vhonl he has alluded. His early entrance into the mili­
tary profession, and the consequent employments which have
})reyelltcd him froDl pursuing any regular plan of study,
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are the excuses 'vhich he offered in his former work for
the want of scientific language, and a more systematic

Inode of composition; and the reception which a candid

public has given to his description, in plain and common

language, of the productions of Ceylon, induces him to

pursue the same plan with regard to those of the Cape

of Good I-Iope. 'fhe DIan of science will find no difficulty

in classifying any observation which he may look upon as

useful; and the general reader will probably not be clis­

pleased to receive information at an easier rate, when di­

vested of the 1110re correct, but less understood, language of
science. 'fhe author in some measure holds it a duty in­

cumbent on military men, to give to their countrymen

sonle account of those distant stations to which they arc

sent in the course of service; and he hopes his exertions,

however feeble, may have some effect in stimulating simi­
lar efforts 011 the part of those officers who may find any

leisure moments from their military avocations, to devote

to pursuits of a similar nature. This practice has of late

become very general among the officers of the French

armies; and from the adoption. of it aluong us, many na­

tional advantages must result, as both the government

will become acquainted with the state of its distant pos­

sessions, and the officers of our armies will become better

informed and better fitted to protect or improve the ~ta­

tions of which they may be intrusted with the cOlllluand.
The Cape of Good Ilope is the southern extre111ity of a The Cape of

d . . 1 1· h h· Good Hope'very great an InoulltauloUs penlllSU a, ,v lie S IpS must firstpoltses!lecl
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by the Por- round on their voyage {rOln Europe to India. It was first
tllgucse.

discovered by the Portuguese, who (~alled it Cabo Dc Diable,

and Cabo Di 'rormento, i. e. the Devil's Cape, and Cape
'forment. from the violent w'inds and storms they encountered

there.

Difficulty in Fornl{'rly it was thought an object of great difficulty and
£as~lIlg the
~ape III danger to proceed by this passage; but now that the art of
1QflUer tunes. •

navigation is brought to such perfectIon, and that the proper

seaSOllS for arriving in those latitudes, as well as the prevailing

currents are so well known, the danger which was thought

to attend this part of the voyage nlay be considered as
Sl~~Bons fO.f alrnost cOlnpletely done away. IIowever it is necessary for
SIIp'l pas'tlllg •
the C.lpe. those ships ,vhich have India for the object of their voyage, to

endeavour to arrive in the latitude of the Cape in the summer

or fair season, which is from the months of October to March

or April, as during the other months of the ye~r those seas

are very tempestuous; and the wind blowing from a contrary

point often prevents ships from passing or rounding the Cape
for three ,veeks or a month together. During this period

they remain beating about in those troubled latitudes; and

not only lose much of their time, but are also subjected to

Subject to hardship, inconvenience, and danger. The winds which pre­
, iolent
Storms. vail with so much violence in the winter months are from the

north-west, and are accolnpanied with heavy rain, fogs, and

hail; they blo\v towards the land, and the dangers arising

fronl this circUln~tancc render it necessary to give the Cape

a good hirth, as the sailors terni it. In the summer months the

south-east winds are predominant, and often blo'v ,vith great
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violence, but are attended ,vith le~s danger as they proceed
fi·oln the land; they are favourable for ships taking their
departure froin the Cape, and ,vill ill a fe,,," days set thelll a

great way 011 their voyage. Ships endeavouring to put into

the Cape cannot efIect it during the violence of the south-east

,vind, but must lay to or drift before it till its fury is spent,

,vhich generally happens in a few days, seldolu lasting so

long as the more steady fury of the gales from the north....

've~t.

'Vhen on my return to Europe, the ship I took IllY passage The s.uthor
experienced

in having occasion to stop at the Cape, experienced one of a heavy
storm In

those south-easters as they are called; for though arrived at going into

h 1 f 'r b1 B d . . 1 . the Calle.t e mout loa.l.e ay, an Just comIng to anc lor" a Ylolent
south-east ,vind rushed suddenly down from the hills over

Cape To,vn, and nearly s,vamped the vessel. She was

in&tantly laid down on her side" the quarter-deck guns driven
furiously over-board, and the sails in a moment split to pieces.

Fortunately only the main top-sail and fore stay-sail \vere set,

the rest being handed ready for anchoring, or she must in­

evitably have gone down. 'fhe helm was obliged to be put
hard up, and the ship put to sea; \re came-to immediately,

and such was the great violence of the \rind, and strength of

the currents, that we drifted 160 miles in thirty hours, though

lying-to all the time under bare poles. It afterwards took us

three days to lnake the Cape when ,ve bore up, though \l'e
bad a strong favourable wind ,vhich carried us upwards of six

miles an hour.
After the Portuguese surmounted the difficulty of passing

C
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the Cape, their joy at having escaped the terrible telnpests

they encountered, made thenl ternl it Cabo de Boa Espe­

ran9a, or the Cape of Good Hope, a name \vhich has since

continued to be given to the southern extremity of the conti­

nent of Africa.

First arrival So far back as the year 1620, the English attempted to
of the Eni-
lish at Sal- establish a colony here, and 'with this intention put into Sal­
dahna :Bay.

dahna Bay, ,vhich they judged to be favourable for their pur-

pose. 'fhis brought on disputes ,vith the Dutch, who asserted

a prior claim from having Dla.de use of this Bay previous to

Various na- the arrival of the English. For some years afterwards the
tions touched ,
there for re- various nations trading to the East-Indies, occasionally and
Creshments.

indiscriminately touched at Saldahna and De la Goo Bays for

water and refreshments, 'which they procured from the natives

for a few toys and such trifling articles as are usually em-

Its advan- ployed in trafficking ,vith savages. But the want of good and
tage. not
~nown. safe harbours in these parts of the Cape prevented the Euro-

pean nations from any attempt to establish themselves or

form a permanent settlement; not having as yet discovered

that its Inore southern extremity contained those commodious
harbours no\v called False and Table Bay. rfhe ,vild moun­

tainous appearance of the country surrounding those last men-'

tioned bays, with the storms which were not then known to

return periodically, ,vere sufficient to prevent navigators from

entertaining any idea of exploring these stations.

A few years afterwards the Dutch, accidentally finding out

the good anchorage and secure harbours, which were pre­

sented by False and Table Bays, and being at that time a

9



THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 11

spirited and enterprizing people, formed the resolution of Dlltch f~rm
a re'lOlutloll

establishing a colony at the Cape, and ,vith this vie,v sent out of colonizing
the C~e of

a few persons to occupy the settlement, and ascertain its Good Hope.

value, soil, and produce. rrhose earliest settlers giving a
favourable report of the station ,vere quickly follo,ved by

others; and the Dutch government exerted itself to people
the colony by transporting a number of convicts, male and
female, from their pest houses and houses of industry, toge-
ther with such disorderly and idle persons as they could pick
up in their sea-ports and trading towns. At first the colony Disad,pan­

laboured under many difficulties. rrhe barrenness of the soil, :=f~~:::~11l-
d h d f t o h" I .t . d "d der 111 then"an t e I'u estate 0 na ure In W IC 1 1 remalue ,conspIre first 3t-

with the general wildness of an uninhabited country to dis- teLDpts j

pirit the colonists. rrhe rugged appearance of the mountains,
the extended sandy and barren plains, subject to violent winds,
which parched up the productions of the eartb, and destroyed
the produce of those spots ,vhich they had cultivated \vith
much labour, afforded them little prospect of bettering their
condition; while the vast numbers of wild beasts which fre-
quently attacked the very settlement, carrying off cattle from
the pastures, and even children from the houses, ,vere sources
of constant inquietude. 'fhe Hottentots seemed like\vise
leagued with the other savages of the forest to harass them:
but the persevering spirit of the Dutch, which.at that period
,vas conspicuoul), surmounted every obstacle. As they bc- which they

. t d . h h 01 hId t 1 in a greatcame acqualll C WIt t e eVl s t ey la to encoun er, t ICY measure liur-

d 11 1 d 1 II ' . d I moullted.gra ua y carne to overCOlne t lem. aVlng ascertalne t le
nature of the clilnate, and the changes of the seaCiOllS at the

c 2
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Cape, they entered more largely and vigourously into culti­
vation. They found means to prevent the attacks of the wild
animals in a most effectual manner by thinning their num­
bel's: and having in a great degree conciliated the natives,
they purchased that tract of country in the vicinity of the
Cape, giving in exchange liquor, iron, toys, and such arti­
cles as they kne,v were most gratifying to the ignorant
I-Iottentots.

Tbey orga- "fhe Dutch now becoming permanent masters of this tract,
nize tbelr
llew terri- began to form plans for establishing a regular government and
tory.

extending their territory. The daily arrival of new comers
froln Holland to settle at the Cape made it necessary to
carry the settlement farther into the country. Care however
'was taken to bring the more immediate neighbourhood of the
Cape into a high state of cultivation; and with this view large
grants were made to the settlers on very advantageous terms.
The colonists who chose to remove farther into the interior
received only yearly leases, although the ground being here
much less valuable, large tracts were held at a very small
rent. At the same time in order to extend the settlement, a law
'was passed which would not allow of any house to be erected
nearer than three or four miles from each other. By this
Dleans the colony soon became extended to a great distance,
nor were any limits ever fixed to its farther extension.

TIle extent The actual extent of the colony of the Cape of Good IIope
of the colony
at the Cape has never been accurately ascertained; but from the informa­
b81d to be
ascertained. tion I obtained while there, I am led to conclude tIlat it i~

upwards of five hundred miles in length, and about half that
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in breadth. The dwellings of the Dutch planters and farmers in

the remotest parts are merely supposed to extend to that dis­
tance from Cape 'fown, as they do not measure their distances

by miles as we do, but by hours, and judge of the length

of their journey by the l1uluber of days and hours employed

in performing it, ,vhich renders it extremely difficult to

judge of its true extent: as unavoidable delays arising from

natural obstacles, such as mountains of steep ascent, rivers

which have overflo,ved their banks, and various other causes

of a similar nature, luay interrupt their progress, and oc­

cupy a great part of their time ill a journey of several
days. The Dutch have taken no observations of the country, Reasonswhr

• •• DO accurate'
nor surveyed any part but that Immediately In the vIcinity survey hJK

• ever beeu
of Cape Town. They have but a very llnpcrfect kno,vledge taken.

of the interior parts, nor does their govenllnent kllO\V either
the distance at which the planters live, or the extent of
their settlements; leaving to the people themselves to frame

their accounts according to their own discretion, and to

determine by the same rule what rent they shall pay the

government. This abuse, which probably at first arose from
negligence, bas at length become incapable of remedy. rfhe
planters having been accustomed to extend their domains
without any restraint or rule, they now seem to consider
their doing so as a right with ,vhich government is not enti-
tled to interfere; and successive governors have been too
indolent to inquire into the real state of the plantations,
and to form a proper estinlatc of their returns. 'The loss to
the revenue is not ho\vever so great as might be imagined;
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The second
range of
mountams
more re­
moved [10m
de :;ea.

for a very great proportion of the country is a wild desert,
uncultivated and barren, and not fit either for the grazing
of cattle, or any purpose of husbandry. The different divi­
sions of the colony are bounded by long tracts of huge
mountains, through ,vhich there are passes or kloofs, as
they are called by the Dutch, some of them capable of

being penetrated even by waggons.
'i'be first rr f· · hrange of he first great range 0 mountaIns situate in the sout ern

:~~~~:::r~t extremity, comprehending those from False Bay stretching to
extremity. the Cape Town, runs in a direction due east and west,

inclosing an irregular tract of land which lies between it
and the southern shores. This tract is upwards of fifty
miles in length and t\venty in breadth, indented with bays
formed by the different promontories which stretch. out
into the sea. rrhe soil in many parts is deep and fertile,
intersected with streams of \vater issuing from the hills.
The face of the plain is tolerably well clothed with grass
and a variety of small plants and shrubs. Woods of forest
trees are also interspersed in various parts; particularly
groves of the silver-oak tree. This tract is subject to
rain in the winter season ,vlIen the north-west winds pre­
vail; but on account of its nearness to the sea enjoys a

temperate and healthy climate. Beyond this first range of
mountains is another called the Zwarte Bergen, or Black
l\tlountains, more lofty and wild than those we have de­
scribed. The tracts of level country belonging to this divi-
sion contain several plantations possessed by Dutch farmers.

Its surface is considerably above the other, and its ap-
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pearance much more varied. SOlne parts are di~figurcd by
barren hills and naked sandy plains; ,vhile in ottlers 've

find spots of ,yell watered and fertile soil, where are situated

the residences of the colonists.

rfhe third range of nlountains contains fe,v inhabitants Third range
of moun­

except the natives, and is known by the nalue of Ilot- tams.

tentot I-Iolland. It is much Dlore elevated than the two

former, and is 110t so- subject to rain; it extends to a

much greater distance in length and breadth. rrhe soil of

this division is a hard clay Dlixed ,vith sand. It produces

only a few acrid and succul€nt plants, and a small number

of shrubs, which have a shrivelled and withered appearance,

owing to the length of time which the country rCluains

without water, joined to the parching heat of the south-

east ,vinds.

rfhe country extending farther into thc interior, and ap'" :rIle c~llntr7

1 0 C 1£ 0 0 OIl 1 db' 10 the Intc-proac ling a rarIa, IS stI more c evate, elng gradually dora

raised by regular ranges of hills, ",hose flat surfaccs re-

semble terraces successively rising above each other. rrha

climate here becolllcs subject to extreme vicissitudes; the

frost in \vinter is rather severe; and the heat becolllcs

proportionably violent and oppressive in sumlner. r.1'hrough-

out all the southern extremity of Africa the soil toward'S

the 11Qrth is much Illorc barren, sandy, and rugged, than

to,vards the south and east; on \vhich account we fintI tlli,;;

last part chiefly peopled by the Ilutch who drove out

the natives from it, and compelled thelu to seek a lllor<.'

secure residence alnidst the inhospitable and barren r('-
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gions to the northward. Of these unfortunate people, they
allowed to remain only a few hordes or tribes, who live

peaceably, and often assist the planters in the cultivation

of the soil, and the Dlanagement or their cattle.

The Dutch government of the Cape divided the colony

into certain districts, and appointed a chief civil magistrate,.

and a court composed of the country burghers~ to super­

illtend the police of each, and determine all petty causes;

at the same time reserving all criminal processes of im­
portance to the high court of justice at Cape Town.

The Cape Town and all the tract of country south of it,
formed the first district; Stellenbosch, about thirty miles.

east of Cape rrown, formed the next; Swellingdam was

the third, and Graff Reynet the fourth. To each of these

places are attached villages, and petty courts of justice.

Cape Falso is the southern extremity of the eastern side­

of False Bay, and must be doubled by vessels in their passage'
fr~m India to Europe, ,vhich intend to touch at the Cape..

Its name is said to be derived from the following circumstance.

Although mariners 011 their passage from India first see the

point which forms the real Cape of Good lIope, and the

rrable Land, ,vhich is the highest of the southern peninsula,.

and situated immediately over Cape Town; yet from the

course ships are obliged to steer, in order to double the Cape,.

they previously find thelnselves under the necessity of pass­

ing another point of land, which, from lying lower, was

110t at first perceived, and which from this deception is

called Cape Falso, or the False Cape of Good l-Iope.

'1
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On approacl1illg Cape Falso, it hides froll1 Yiew the rC3.1
Cape of Good Ilope, as ,vell as the rfable l\Iountaill;

and after having passed it three or four leagues, anoth~r

intermediate promontory is discovered, ,vhich it previously
concealed from the Yiew. rfhis second point of land is Hang Lip

called Hang Lip Point, and is the southern extremity of Point.

IIottentot lIolland, which forms one side of the extreme
end of a very large and comtllodious bay, ,vhich now opens
beyond Han~ Lip Point, and is called False Bay. After TGhedCHape of

..., 00 ope.

passing the mouth of this bay, which is about five leagues
across, you fall in ,vith that promontory which fonlls the
real Cape of Good IIope, and which must be doubled by
all ships proceedinO' from False to Table Bay. ",Vhen Passage (rot.

b ~~~

ships round the Cape point on their way to Table Bay, Table Bay.

they first meet two smaller ones, called Chapman's and
Hout's Bay. The Table J.\IIoulltaill, the Lion's Head, the
Lion's RUlnp, and the Tiger or Devil's Hill, successively
open to the view; and after passing the Lion's Rump or
Green Point, vessels find themselves presently in rfable
Bay, which skirts the northern side of the Cape of Good

Hope.
All this coast is one stupendous lnass of rude, rocky, and Appearance

• • of the shores;
bold mountains; connected together by lesser ones of varIOUS
and uncommon shapes. The tops of SOlne rise into lofty
cones; while others, assuming a more level and unbroken
form, stretch out far beyond the others, into the sea, and

form capes or points indented with the bays I have al-
ready mentioned.

D
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"ro those ,vho haye been accustollled to see only the-
I

level bhores of England, the appearance of this "hole coast

is awfully grand. 'fhc ilnm~llSe masses ,vhich rise in many

places ahllo~t perpendicularly from the sea, and are lost

amollg the clouds; the va'St gullies and caverns, ,vhich seenl

to sink to an itull1C'asurable depth amidst these stupendous

mountains; the long extended ledges of rock, over which in

a fe,,; places are scattered SOlne tufts of stunted trees and

,vithered SIll nbs; the successive ridges of white sandy hills.,

each of ,vhieh appears like a valley to the one by which it is.
iunnountcd; the terrible surf ,vhich is continually raging on

the heach, along ,vhich these ridges are stretched; ,vith.
the ~pray which is thrown to an inlmense height by the­

,raves recoiling froln the Illorc rocky parts-all these ob­

jects rushing at once upon the eye of those who approach.

the Cape, produce an effect which can be but faintly con­

veyed by description.

rfhis surf ,vhich is driven to,vards the land ,vith such

fury, produces a phenomenon in the sandy deserts, even far

The spray of removed from the sea. In the time of the violent south­
the sea car-
ned far into east ,vinds it is carried to a great distance into the COWl­
the country.

try, presenting the appearance of a thick mist. It gradually
quits the atmosphere, lighting on the trees and herbs, and

Collects and lining the surface of the sands. On the COIRmencement of
f(lrmlJ Jakes h· ... dO 1 d d b ° • d
()f salt water. t e raIny season It IS aballl ISS0 ve ; an elllg carrie

off by the ~treams ,vllich are then formed, it is lodged in

a llulllber of small lakes, which, by a natural process, in

tilnc become absolute salt pans; and thence it is that t1~e
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Dutch colonists collect the salt which supplies their con­
sumption. A person walking on the sandy beach during the

continuance of the south-east ,vinds) so as to be exposed
to its influence, soon finds his cloaths covered and incrusted

with saline particles; while his skin is quite parched up,
and his lips begin to feel their effects very sensibly.

False Bay and Table Bay are the only ones where ships Halbollri.
• •• where &t\lPI

anchor on this SIde the penInsula. Chapman's and IIout's anchor.

Bay are too small, and too much exposed to the violence
of the winds, which blow in eddies and currents down from
the mountains. A ship putting into either of them, will
find herself every moment exposed to the different shiftings
of these winds, which are perpetually counteracted in their

descent by opposing currents. As the beach, however, in Military

these bays is sandy, there are military posts established, ports,

with batteries to prevent an enemy froln landing and ap­
proacbing Cape rrown, by the side of Tiger Hill and the back
of Table l\Iountain. rrhey are of no other use but to pre...
vent the landing of an enemy's boats, as no other inhabi...

tants but the troops quartered there reside at those bays,

the soil being uninviting, and the ,vay from thence to Cape
'rown by land extremely steep and rugged.

The great chain of mountains which stretches along this TIle moun.

1 d £ h' fIe . tJim.
S lore, an orms t IS vast prolnontory 0 t le ape, IS con-
nected ,vith the interior of Africa by low flat tracts and
ridges of sand, collected together by the yiolence of the ,vinds,
,vhich sweep unrestrained over these dreary ,,~astefo). There
is little verdure to be seen on those vast Inas~es ,rhich

n2
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fOflll the chain of Jnonntains; the fe\v sITlall trees and plants

peculiar to this part of the ,vorld, ,vhich grow here and

there alnidst the barren and rocky soil, seClll stunted and

n~ithrrcd, being parched up by the violence of the winds

and the gl at length of tinle fron1 one season to the other

without rain; a genial ~ho,ver, during the summer months,

The floil in rarely happening in that quarter. In the mountainous
theviclllity t" C'f 1 "1" h d 1ot the moun- par s contiguous to ape OWll, t Ie SOl IS a ar c ay,
t11l10US "d" 1 1"t 1'" d 1" 1 "b 1tt..r.let~. 111lxe WIt 1 a W 11 e g Istenlng san , "r HC 1 IS roug 1 up

froin the low tracts by the south-east ,vinds. Some grass,

and a fe,v acrid plants, are nearly all the produce of this

unpromising s ; yet still there are spots on the sides of

these elevations ,vhich receive cultivation, and produce

vegetables and fruits; although great labour is required for

this purpose, and these spots must all be fenced in and

well defended from the winds by thick hedges of myrtle,

small oak, or other trees.

ttl produce. 'file lo,v marshy spots scattered in various places round
Cape rro,vn, ,vhich have streams of water running through

them, with a deep and rich soil, produce a vast number of

~ucculcnt plants, flow'ery herbs, s,vect grasses, and various

kinds of heath; which have afforded much room for the

enterprise of botanists. 'Vherever these productive spots

ar~ found, they are cultivated with great care by the Dutch,

and are converted into vineyards, gardens, and fields, co­

vered with all kinds of vegetable productions, by which the

to,,-n ancl shipping are abundantly supplied at a very cheap

l"at~..

5
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"fhe profusion of plants which are spread over SOlne part'1

of these sandy tracts, and seelU peculiarly adapted to that
soil, cannot fail to recal to the observer's Inind, that ,vis­
dom 'with which every part of the creation is adjusted to

the most beneficent purposes. Were it not for these spon­
taneous productions, the cattle must often be exterminated

by bunger, anlidst those tracts which for the most part refuse
the culture of mall, ,vhile the climate in oth~r instances so

often proves fatal to his labours. To the traveller these
shrubberies afford shelter from the clouds of sand which fly at

a certain season, and otherwise would prove altogether insuf­
ferable; and those who have never traversed these ,vide and
waste plains of barren sand, ,vill gratefully acknowledge the

relief to the eye and the mind which is afforded by a re­

freshing spot of verdure, covered with herbs and flowers.
The numerous birds which inhabit this space, derive their
food from the berries and fruits belonging to those plants ~

while the 'more substantial ones are used for fuel, an article

extremely scarce and dear about the Cape.
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CIIAPTER II.

Journal of Occurrences, during the Author's first Pisit to the
Cape-Taking of the Dutch Fleet at Saldahna Bay-Des­

scription of that Bay.

IN the last chapter I have given a general description of

the Cape of Good Hope, and the first appearances which it

prcsents to the eye of a stranger. I shall no\v introduce

a journal of my transactions during the first visit ,vhich I

paid to this colony; not from any idea that these circum­

stances can in any degree intcrest the public, from any re­

lation \vhich they bear to myself, but because they may serve

to thro,v some light 011 the state of the colony, and the

public events which took place at that period. Such de­

tails, although to some they Inay appear too minute to

be interesting, contain many particulars which serve to give a

more complete idea of the stuation of a country, but ,vhich

Inu~t necessarily have been omitted in a general description.
The author'c; On the first of August 1796, ,ve came in sight of 'rable
fiT&t arrival at
the Cape. Land, being, as I have already mentioned, the highest

point, and the first \vhich is seen on the passage from

Europe to the Cape of Good IIope. It being late in the

evening, and the \veather at the same time very boisterous,

our commodore, Captain O~burn, of the rrrident, w'ould

not venture in, but lay-to till next next morning, whcn

\ve came to anchor in False Bay, after a pleasant passage

3
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of eleven ,veeks from England. Here ,ve found AUluiral

Elphinstone with a squadron of six sail of the line and

three frigates, besides eight outward bound Ea~t Illdialuen.

wIlo lvere ,,~aiting for convoy.

'fhis fleet of Indialnen had a more tedious passage than

that to which lve belonged, having been sixteen weeks 011

their voyage. 1'hey brought out the 25th light dragoons,

and the 33(1 and 80th regilnents of foot, lvhich were dis­

embarked for some time and encamped 011 the heights above

Simon's '"fown. 'fhe 27th light dragoons, and five compa­
nies of the 19th regiment, to ,vhicb I belonged, were in
the fleet convoyed by COllllTIodore Osburn. The remain­
ing five companies of my regitnent were on board the

Woodford and Dublin East Indianlen, lvbich parted COln­

pany the day before we made the land, and proceeded
without stopping, with three others, 011 their voyage to the
East Indies. As the object of putting into the Cape 'was

merely to obtain water and refreshments, ,vllich began to­
be required on account of the number of troops on board,.

our stay here was intended to be litnited to a week or
ten days, being the period in which these necessaries might
be procured; after which all the Indiamen, with the regi­
ments I mentioned, were without dela.y to prosecute their
voyage. Our commanding officer, Colonel Dalrymple, gave

leave to his officers to pay a visit to Cape "fown, whicb.~

,vas at the distance of twenty-four miles from the place
\vhere our squadron lay; and this permission 'was so regulat-·
ed that one half should be absent at a tune, and tbe inl'-

23



~4 YfI-IE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

tcrval so dh ided, as that all of us Blight spend a fe\v days

on shore. A ycry unexpected occurrence, ho\vever, ren­

dered our stay llluch longer than was originally intended.

'rhe particulars of this event will be seen in the following

journal ,vhich I kept from the day of my arrival in False
l~ay.

On Tucsd3Y, August the second, came to anchor in False

Bay; ,vent on board Adlniral Elphillstone's ship, the lVlon­

arch, where I expected to nleet my brother, who was a

lieutenant belonging to her; but in this I was disappoint­

ed, he having been taken prisoner on his passage from In­

dia to the Cape, in charge of a prize, some time back,
by part of Admiral Serey's squadron, and carried to the

Mauritius; the Sphynx sloop of war narrowly escaped being

taken at the same time.

August 3. Landed at Simon's "fown to prepare for a journey to
Cape Town; a detachment of the 78th regiment was quar­
tered here, under the eOlnluand of Major lVlonnypenny,
be~ides the regitnents before-mentioned encamped elose by,
,,·aiting till the ships ,vere ready to sail for India.

_ 40. 'l\vo other officers and myself proceeded all foot,' as
horses could not be obtained. 'Vhen we arrived at Mu..

senberg ,ve found the grenadiers of the 78th, 84th, 95th,

and 98th regiments at this post, and six miles further OD,

at 'Vinebcrg, where ,ve slept, the light companies of those

regiments; the battalion cllnpauies, with the !8th light
uragoolls, fonning the garrison at Cape Town. We got

beds and ftfIC&hn..ents at Dutch boor's house.
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Arrived at Cape Town; heard a runlour of a Dutch fleet Auguc:;t ,1.

being seen near Saldahna Bay.

Remained at Cape rrown. Viewed different parts of the -- G.

town and its' environs. Got comfortably lodged at a Dutch

gentleman's house, at the rate of three rix-dollars R day.

In consequence of intelligence having been received of

nine Dutch men of ~'ar being off SaldahllR Bay, General

Craig the commander in chief ordered all officers belonging

to the regiments at Simon'~ town, to proceed imlllediately

to join their respective corps; and at the same titne sent
an express to Admiral Elphinstone to put to sea ,vith the
fleet under his command, in pursuit of the Dutch, ,vhich

he did that same day. rrhe grenadiers and light compa­

nies stationed at Musenberg and Wineberg, marched into
Cape Town, and, without halting, followed their regimel1tf)
to Saldahna Bay. General Craig took urith him a detach­
Inent of the 28th dragoons and artillery, the 78th, 80th,

and part of the 84th regiments; leaving the 95th and 98th
to garrison the Cape Town, under the command of l\tlajor

General Doyle, who volunteered his services; for he "pal)

on board the fleet merely as a passenger, on his ,vay to

India. I, and three more officers of tbe 19th regiment,

having with some difficulty procured a lvaggon, set off for
Simon's Bay, and got on ship-board that night, very nll1ch

fatigued by the bad road and jolting of our clumsy vehi­
cle.

Tfhe 27th light dragoons, and five cOlnpanies of the 19th, - 7.
regiment, disembarked; the 25th light dragoons and de-

E
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August 8. tachnlents of the 78th and 33d regilnellts, ,\'ere ordered to

Cape 'fown, fronl whence they ,vere to proceed after Ge­
neral Craig. 'fIle 27th light dragoons relieved the 25th
in Cal}1p; and the 19th and 78th regiments, excepting a

captain and sixty luen, lrerc sent forward to occupy the

rn~s 1\1 usenberg, and all tbe flank companies pushed

forw·ard towards SaldallI~a Bay.

.- 9. 'fhe 1l10Venlcnt of the troops continued; t,velve sail of

Indianlcn in Silnon's bay Inoored close in shore in the form

of a half moon, and being flanked by the batteries ashore,

presented a fortuidablc appearance; and rendered an attack

cxtrclTIcly difficult and hazardous to the Dutch, In case

they should have escaped our fleet, and steered for this

bay, which it ,vas thought Inight possibly happen.

- 1J. Positive intelligence larrived that the Dutch Fleet was

at anchor in Saldahna Bay, where they had landed five

hundred men, on an island situated near its entrance;
and ,vere bl:sily employed in throwing up fortifications
and watering their ships.

- l~. The English Fleet \vhich llad been out some days ,vith-

out lueeting the Dutch, froln the itnperfect intelligence

the .t\dlniral had received of their real destination, came

into the bay in the e,'ening and anchored. They had en­
countered ycry rough weather all the time they ,vcrc out;

a;Jd the wind, which ble\v strong froln the north ,vest,

was again~t their Inaking Saldahna I~ay. They h..ld sus­

tained some injury in their Inasts and rigging. The 'rri­
dent struck on a sunken rock, while couling into the bay,
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and narro,vly escaped foundering; she "as then goiug at

the rate of nine knots an hour.

rrhe Adlniral who had received un express to infor1u Augrl~t 1..1­

!lilll of the enemy being at anchor, accolupanied ,rith

orders to go out again iuuuediately, found it illlpossible

to do so, it ble,v so exceedingly strong; but he cnlployed

this interval in repairing the daluages the fleet had sustained.

'rhe Trelnendous of 74 guns, Adlniral Pringle's ship, was

,,~ith 11luch difficulty and by great exertion saved fro III

I'nuning ashore, having parted repeatedly froll1 her anchors.

rfhe 'reather being moderate, the ...J\.dnliral and the - 11.

\vhole fleet got under ,veigh, and ,,,,as out of sight to"rards

evening. A detachment of the 19th ,,"as ordered to lnarch

to Cape rrown, and frOl11 thence to Saldahna Bay, with

provisions, &c. ,vhile the rest of the regiluent received

orders to march in the lTIorning.

rrhe 19th regiment marched for Cape Tow'n, and took - 15.

up our captain's detaehment posted at l\fusenberg, ,vhich

was afterwards occupied by a troop of the 27th dragoons.

Halted that night at "Vineberg.

l\farched into Cape '"fown, took possession of the bar- -- 16

racks of the 80th, and did the duty there ,vith the other

troops, ,vhich, 011 account of the nlunrrous posts round the

tOWIl, and the number of guards required to occupy thenl,

'vas very severe. General Craig ,vith the anny, arrived on

the 14th at Saldahna Bay, having preYiou~ly pushed on

a detachnlent of dragoons and light troops; the Dutch

sent at different till1es officers anu parties on ~horc to

E 2



28 THE CAPE OF GOOD IIOPE.

procure illfornlation {rain their friends, but those parties

,vcrc all taken by our advanced detachment. r-fhe ellelny

found thelnselves Iniserahly disappointed in all their ob-

jects. r-fhey had iInagined that the English fleet was in

In<1i:11 or at least cruizing off the Isle of France. 'fhey

had also expected to be joir~cd by a French squadron and

troops fron1 the Mauritius and Batavia; and ,vith this

reinforcement they had intended to surprise the Cape,

having heard it was but ,veakly garrisoned by the English;

and also calculating upon the assistance of a strong party

of Dutch from the interior, and a po'werful diversion in

their favour by the inhabitants of Cape Town. But even

had they been joined by the expected reinforcement, their

designs ,,'auld no,v have been rendered abortive; for the

J~:nglish fleet was both strong and ,veIl manned, and by the

detention of the regiments bound to India, upwards of

three thousand Dritish troops ,vere added to the force al­

ready stationed in this colony. r-fhese last circUlnstances

,vere nlost critically fortunate, for the regiments in garri­

~on at the Cape, 'were barely sufficient for the proper de­

fence of the town; and could ,vith difficulty have furnished

an army to oppose the joint efforts of the French and

Dutch. 'fhe plan w'hich ,vas formed by General Craig

on this occasion, was as remarkable for the judgment with

,vhich it ,vas formed, as the ability displayeu in its €xe­

cution.

Before I procced to relate the circumstances which fol­

lo,ved, it may afford a gratification to my readers to know
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the ~ituation al~d nature of that place, where the Briti')h
and Dutch forces were no\v met.

Saldahna llay is reckoned to be at the distance of about
eighteen or t,venty leagues from Table Bay, in the direc­

tion of north by west, and lies in latitude 3~0 1if south,
and 180 east longitude. It is a secure harbour for the

greater part of the year, and affords conveniences superior
to either r-fable or False Bay, for the laying down, repair­

ing, and refitting of ships. r-fhe north part of this bay is

generally distinguished by the nalne of IIootjes Bay, ,vhich
is very secure and cOInmodious, being land-locked and ,veIl
sheltered, and affording anchorage to large ships. 'fhis

part of the bay is skirted by rocks, which occasionally jut
out into the 'water, and fann small basins, in ,vhich th("

water is deep, and a'J S11100th as a mill pond. Ships

might be hove do,vn alcng side or close in ,vith the rocks

here in four or five fathoms ,vater. Saldahna Bay, in its

fullest extent, is about five leagues across in the direction

of the coast, from north-east to south-west. 'fhe entrance

is from the north side close to a ridge of hills mode­

rately high, but barren and uncultivated. In this entrance

are three rocky and sandy islands, one lying directly in
its channel or mouth. It ,vas this last on which Adtniral
Lucas landed his men, and began to raise fortifications.

These three islands if fortified to the degree of ,vhich they

are rendered capable by ~ nature, ,vould completely defend

the entrance of the bay against an enemy's fleet. The

Dutch Admiral had not the means, nor perhaps the skill,
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to rcnucl' thenl strong enough to oppose the cntrancf' of

.t\<.hniral Elphinfltone; nor did he indeed attelnpt to fortify

any but the OBC above-Illelltioncd. 'fo,rardl) the south<,.lll'll

cxtl'Clllity and ,rithin the bay, arc two islands, ('aIled

Schapen and l\IC'WCll; and between those two is a llarro,v

passage into the south angle of Saldahl1a Bay, which Ilcrc

fonn., a. kind of lake wherc snlull craft to any number

llligl:t lie as securely as ill dock. On the north side of

t hose two i~lan(h there is good anchorage for large ships.

IIcic it "ras that Athnil'al Lucas lay at anchor when the
13ritish flect calne to attack l1iul, and helnlncd hitn in by
drawing up in line of battle across the narrow part of the

hay, bO that it ,vas iUJpossible for the Dutch fleet to at­

tClllpt getting out.

'rIle scarcity of ",ood and ,vater in the neighbourhood of

Saldahna Bay n1ust, unless these (lisadvantagcs can by any

111eaUS be reluoycd, always render its advantages as a COIn­

111ouious and safe harbour abortive. Although ships somc­

tinlCS touch here, and can relnain all seasons of the year

to be docked and repaired, it cannot be thought of as a

general rendezvous for ,,~ant of those essential articles. 'fhe

IJutch never ,rished to remove these disadvantages even had
it beell ill their po,rcr. Ii: ,ras far from their intention,

and indeed directly oppo~ite to the spirit of their policy to

l>llcourngc the vessels of any nation, or even their own, to
stop at this place. l'heir East-India company ,,~as so ex...

tiemcly avarieious that, in order 110t to lose the trifling

r ..>Yen~!(' arbing fronl the anchorage money ,rhich they ex-
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acted froin vessels touching at the Cape, they made a law'

to prohibit them froin being supplied with any refresh­

ments at any of the other harbours, such as Saldahlla,
Plettenberg, and De la Goe Bay; and with the saDIC vie,v

they so far neglected the ilnprOVe1Jlent of these statiol's

that ships ,vere conlpelled of necessity to put in at False

or Table Bay to procure supplies, whenever they found

their stock of provisions insufficient to carry thenl to the

end of a long voyage. In consequence of this policy a pre­

carious, tenlporary, and scanty supply of ,vood and ,vater,

is all that ,vith a great deal of trouble can at present be

procured at Saldahna Bay. 'Vater might to a certain de­
gree be procured from the adjacent country alnidst the

sand hills and vallies that surround the bay. A nUlnbcr of

shrubby plants also gro,v there, whose long and thick roots,

which are easily pulled out of the sand, Inight serve for
fuel. 'rhe sides of the hills in several places are coycrccl

with plants bearing fruit and lo,v trees; and the flat tract~

at some distance froln the shore frequently present forcst~

half buried in sand. 'fhe general face of the surrounding

country is flat, and intersected occasionally with hills;

and like l\/Iusellberg and 'Vineberg, it forms a continuC'd

shrubbery. 'fhe soil is throughout loose and sandy; in
some parts ho,vever it is fertil~, producing wheat, barlcy,

and vegetables, which gro,v astonishinglY ,veIl, although

growing in sheer sand. IIad it been ,\·ell planted with

tilnber SOlne years ago, Saldahna. Bay and the adjacent

country ,vould have afforded solid advantages to Cap~
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TO'Wll, the passage by sea being luuch shorter and not so

dangerous or difficult as either frolll Plettenberg or De la

Goe Bay. The ,vant of good ,rater is the chief misfor­

tune; nor has any been as yet discovered near the beach"

of Saldahna Bay, nor for a considerable extent around;

and on this account that tract is thinly inhabited. Springs

indeed have been found in sev'eral spots, but they are all

strongly inlpregnated ,vith salt. In Ceylon and many parts

of India, I have seen the natives scoop holes with their

hands in the sand close to the sea, and by this Dleans

obtain excellent ,vater in a fe,v lninutcs. Our soldiers,

at the suggestion of officers who had served in the East­

Indies, employed the same Inethod at Saldahna Bay, and

~uccceded in procuring w'ater, though in no great quantity

nor very pure; yet still it ,vas not unfit to be drunk. I

do not believe it ever occurred to the Dutch to obtain it

in this manner. It has been inlagined that water might be

procured frolu the White Rock or Witte I<'lip, on one of

these islands at the entrance of the bay, although it would

require luuch expense and labour to make an incision into

the rock for this purpose. Colonel Gordon, and others of

their ("ngineers, laid a plan before the Dutch government

to turn the course of a deep river which passes through

the country within a few miles of the sea into a parallel

direction with the coast; but, ,vith the usual narrow policy

of that people, it ,,-'"s rejected. IIad this schelne been exe­

cuted, ~hipping might have been supplied abundantly ,vith

"ater; and it ,vould also have soon become more easy to

3
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procure the other necessaries of life. "rh~ farmers, ,vho
reside a little way inland, breed a good deal of cattle,
and sow a considerable quantity of corn and vegetables.
The soil becomes more rich and fertile as it is reluoved
to a greater distance frolll the shore. Game is in great
plenty; and the rivers abound lvith that enormous quad­
ruped the Hippopotamus.

Such is a short description of the bay into ,vhich the
Dutch Admiral had. conducted his fleet. It afforded a
station undoubtedly of great security from the winds and
the 'waves; but a more formidable enemy, from 'which there
\vas no means of escape, presented itself to him both by

land and sea, in British valour.
rrhe Dutch Admiral, on discovering our troops \vho had August 17.

no\v all arrived, but had been hitherto carefully concealed till
the artillery was come up? and having received certain infor-
nlation of the near approach bf our fleet, sent the Havoc
sloop of war close in shore. She fired several shot at our
men, but without effect; for only one shot took place,
which hit a musket on the shoulder of a soldier of the
84th regiment, and broke it in two, but without doing
hiln any material injury. General Craig, in order to re-
turn the compliment, ordered Captain Robertson, of the
artillery, to bring his guns to bear on her, and laid a bet
with the Captain that he ,vould not hit her from the dis-
tance at ,vhich she lay; but Captain Robertson so well
calculated bis aim, that he struck her with the fir~t shot,

F
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upon ,yhich &he hauled out froDl shole and did not at­

tenlpt to return again.

.A.bout t,vo hours after,vards the English fleet hove in sight,

and ,,,,ere discovered by us from the eminences and signal

posts. rfhcy were at length descried by the Dutch, ,vho at

first iluagined them to be their long looked for and anxi­

ously exp-:ctcd friends the :French; but were soon unde­

ceived, "hen to their great surprize the English fleet caIne

to anchor outsiLC of them across the neck of the bay, and

drew up in line of battle. "rhey now perceived that they

,verc completely shut in, and that no chance was left for

one of their ships to escape. The Dutch officers had some

idea of running their vessels ashore to prevent their falling

into our hands in a perfect state, and then to attempt to

Dlake their own escape into the country. General Craig,

however, suspecting they might have such intentions, sent

an officer with a Hag of truce to inform the Dutch Ad­
miral, that if they attempted to injure the ships he would

allow them 110 quarter. It blew so fresh this evening that

Admiral Elphinstone attempted nothing, but prepared his

fleet for action in case the Dutch should resist.

Augnit IS. OUf Admiral sent a Hag of truce to the Duteh Admi-

ral Lucas, requiring him to surrender without delay. Re­
sistance or escape \vere no\v equally itnpracticable; and

therefore after a few ineffectual requests to obtain one of

the frigates to carry hitn and his officers to Europe, he

surrendered at discretion. On our boats boarding the
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enelny's vessels, our officers found the Dutch sailors in a

state of mutiny, and in the act of laying violent hands 011

their officers, towards wholn they had lost all sense of respect.

Several of theln trampled on their own colours, and tore

them to pieces; and our people were obliged to interfere

in order to rescue the unfortunate Dutch officers from de­

struction. The Dutch ships 'were in a very bad condition

for fighting, the crews ,vere extremely disaffected, being

mostly composed of requisition-men forced into the ser­

VIce. Few were natives of Holland, the far greater part

being Hanoverians, Prussians, and Germans; and in addition

t{) the evils to be apprehended from this mixture of fo­

reigners, they were almost all raw and inexperienced, both

sailors and soldiers. Admiral Lucas remonstrated with the

Dutch government on their sending out this fleet so badly

victualled and appointed; but he received for al1SlVer, that
he should lose his head, if he did not immediately proceed

on his voyage ,vith the squadron. On their arrival at Sal­

dahna Bay, they had not three days wood or water on
board; even during the voyage they had but a very scanty

allowance of provisions; many of them seemed quite happy

on being taken by us, and several entered immediately

into our service. rrhose who did so ""ere distributed on
board the East India ships, tach receiving a proportion of

them in lieu of the English seamen taken out of them by
Admiral Elphinstone t to complete the complements of bis

fleet.

'Vhen our COlnmodore Osburn, of the Trident, ,vent on
F2
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board one of the Dutch ships, and examined the chart~

and log books, he found to his great surprise, that for

the last three weeks, before we arrived at the Cape, the

Dutch fleet 'ras never nlore than twelve hours sail, or

twenty-five leagues froln us, both fleets tacking at the

saIne time, and keeping the same course, they being that

llistance to the ,vestward of us. During the voyage 'we

sa,v ~OJne of their ships, and chased theIn' a ,vhole day;

they also discovered us, but bore a,vay. rrhe day we made

Cape I ...and, ,rc observed three or four sail to the westward

at a great distance, and thought they ,vere the English

fleet cruizing in those latitudes. Allhough they at the

same time discovered our fleet, they made 110 attempt to

bear do,vn upon us; as their Admiral had received positive

orders not to chase any ship, but to proceed direct to

S:lldahna Bay. IIad they fallen in ,vith our fleet at sea,
they Inight have captured SOIne of us, as ·we had only one

line of battle ship and seven sail of Indiamen; five of
'which left us the day before we sa\v the land. rrhe Dutch

fleet con~isted of the Dortrecht of 68 guns, Admiral Lucas,

V l"1.l.1 rrrolnp 64, Revolutionaire 64, Castor 40, Brave 40,

Syrf'n 24, IIavoc 24, I>dlona 24, and the l\faria transport,

armed en flute, ladcn with nlilitary stores, and carrying 40

guns. 'fhe Engli~h fleet \vhich assisted at their capture in
SJ.ldahna bay, was COInposed of the ]vlonarch 74, Admiral

:E.lphinstonc; rrremcndous 74, Admiral Pringle; AInerica

(i-l, COffiIllodorr lltankct; Ruby 6-1-, Captain IIardy; Stately

btl, Captain --; "rridC'ut 64, Captain Osburn; Jupiter
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lio, Captain Losac; Orescent 36, Captain Buller; l\IoseIlc

20, Captain -; Sphinx 20, Captain --; Rattlesnake
and Echo of 16 guns each. Froln the 18th to the 23d

nothing worthy of notice oecurred at Cape T'o,vn.

General Doyle, in consequence of the vietory over the AU,:)l.st ':3.

Dutch, drew out the garrison 011 the parade in front of th~

castle, to fire a feu de joic. 'rile Dutch "'ere cxccedin~ly

mortified at the capture of their fleet; for a btrong party

was ready to act, if occasion offered, against us; and the

planters in the country ,,'ere only waiting for -the landll'g

of the Dutch troops, in oruer to join theine But -1he pru­

dent and vigorous Ineasures of General Craig, and the '\, ise
precautions which General Doyle took for the defence <Jf

the Cape Town and its neighbourhood, prevented any such

attempt from being made by the disaffected. 'fhe cannon
of the castle, and the different batteries at each end of

the town, ,,,ere turned upon it, and ready to play at a

IDoment's "rarning, in case of any commotion.

General Craig arrived and ,vas received ,vith military _ 26.

honours by the troops, "rho ,vere drawn out for the pur-
pose, and the officers after)\rards waited on him at the

castle.

General Craig reviewed the 19th regiment on the grand _ 27.

parade, and ,vas very llluch pleased with their appearance;

he gave us orders to nlarch next morning to Fal~e Bay,

to ellibark for the East Indies. 'fhe 25th dragoons luarched

this dl:y to Silnon's "fown to embark for the ~allle desti-
nation. rIhe 3Sd and 80th H:'gilnents ,rerc ordered to re-
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main at the Cape to &trengthen the garrison, which, ou

account of the nUlnber of prisoners, required a great force

to place it in a state of security. This evening pre8enteu

to our countrymen a nlost gratifying spectacle, the English

fleet bringing their prizes into Table Bay. The appearance

they presented ,vas majestic; a strong breeze carried them

inat the rate of nine knots an hour, and they all in a

regular succession caIne to anchor before us. The triumph

conspicuous among our countrymen on this occasion, could

only be equalled by the shalne and disappointment which

the Dutch inhabitants appeared sensibly to feel, on seeing

l~nglish colours flying over their own.

August 28. !Iarched to 'Villeberg; halted there that night very much

fatigued, as ,ve had experienced a dreadfully wet day, and

been able to procure hardly any thing to eat. On our
arrival here, we found nothing but ,vet rushes to lie 011 all

night, and were consequently obliged to sleep on this un­

comfortable bed, in our drenched clothes.

- 29. lVlarchcd to Simon's Town and embarked, glad of getting
on board to a comfortable dinner, and our own beds, after

a fast of nearly three days, and a fatiguing march through
heavy sands. rrhe 25th dragoons had embarked the day

before. From this to the 20th of September ",ve remained

at anchor in Simon's Bay, the different ships being busily

employed in taking in water and provisions, and preparing

for their voyage to India. During this time, having little

duty to attend ~o, I every day amused myself on shore,

in shooting and fisbing parties; and made daily excursions
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into difterent parts of the country. I took an opportunity
of again seeing Cape rrown, and of visiting the vineyards

and wine plalltation~ of Constantia. In these excursions I

collected many materials for this ,vork, vihich will be present­

ed in their proper place.

A signal ,,?as made by the oldest captain of the India. Sept. 10.

fleet (Captain Strover, of the Essex), who acted as COln­

modore, to ,veigh anchor and put to sea. About five o'clock

that evening, having proceeded about t,vo leagues out of

this bay, the 'Villiam Pitt, Indiamall, running foul of the

l\lanahip, carried a\vay her bo\vsprit; upon ,vhich the COln­

lllodore made a signal to return.

\,Ve remained here six. days longer, whilst the Willialn

Pitt was repairing her damages. Although we at first look­

ed upon it as a disappoinbnent, it proved in the end a
fortunate circumstance, as next day there came on a fu­

rious gale of \Villd, which continued to blo,v with great

violence for three days, and might have damaged the fleet,

had we been at sea.

'fhe ships being all ready, the Commodore again made - 16.

the signal to get under weigh and proceed on our voyage

to l\:Iadras. 'fhis evening we lost sight of the Cape, and

made the land at Afadras on the 14th of Novclnber.
On my return to Europe froln India, in the year 1800,

the ship in which I ,vas passenger put into 'fablc Bay on the
1st of December, to ,vater and lay in stores; expecting also

to find a convoy ready to depart for England. Our intention
at that time was to remain there only ten days. On the

.J
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8th of })ccelnber the Arethusa, frigate, Capta in'VooUey,
arriycd f:Olll St. IIclcna, to convoy the trade from the Cape

to Ellgland. 'fhere ,ve had to remain waiting for the 111­
diulnCll '" hich ,rere daily coming in, as well as the govern­
Inrllt :store ships, till the 14th of January, 1801, when we

,vcighed anchor fro111 'fable Bay; and on the 28th Janua­

ry made St. IIclcna, ·where ,re continued till the 6th of
:February.

During the tinlc I remained at the Cape, having no mi­
litary duty to perfonn, I had an opportunity of visiting
scyeral parts of the surrounding country, as well as the

villages of Stellcnbosch, 'Vitte, Boem, and others at some

distance. 'The observations which I made during this and

Iny fonner yisit to this colony, ,vill be found in the fol...

lowing chapters.
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CIIAP'rER III.

False Bay-Proper Season fur anchoring tllere-llocks-Seal
Island-Beautiful Prospect frol1~ the Bay-Si1non's 'lhzvn­

Public Buildings-Battcl'ies-CustolllS in the Dutch Ti11IC.
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I IIave already given a general geographical description of

the colony of the Cape of Good IIope. I shall llO'W pro­

ceed to give a more particular account of those places which,

fronl theil" situation and advantages, have the greatest clahll

011 the public attention.
False Bay is so called franl Cape False. 'rhc prolnoll- II'alae DJr.

tory of land which stretches to a great distance into the

sea, fornls an immense bay. 'rhis bay is not properly the
harbour, or place ,vhere ships come to anchor, 011 this side
the peninsula, but is rather the outer roaG of another smaller

one, close in with the shore, called Simon's Bay, fronl the Simon's Eay.

name of the town close by. It is only in this inner space Beo;t seaC:Oll

1 1. .. I . d· 1 1 for anchol"-t Iat s IlP~ can relnalll ""It 1 any security unng t Ie Dart 1- ing there.

,vest ,vinds, ,vhich prevail from lVlarch till September.

l)uring the other Inonths of the year, ,vhen the south-ca~t

,vinos prevail, even Silnon's Bay is unable to afIord any se-

curity; vessels therefore at this perif)d go round tu 'fahle

Bay, which i~ equally secure in that .season as Silnou's n(lY
,vas in the other. In the wint("r, ,,,,hleh i~ frotn ::\fal<:h to

Septclllber, all Yc~seh pnt into False or SilllOll'S llay, and thp
little tc)'wn (,lo....e by i." at that period, 111uch fr<..qur"llted.

G
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rrhis bay, fornled by the most southern point of the

!'outhern extremity of the Cape, lies in latitude 34° 9' south,

and 18° 52' cast lOl..gitudc. Ships on their voyage to India,

"hich are under the ncce'.)sity of taking in ,vater and pro­

visions at the Cape, prefer stopping at False Bay, as luore

favourable to their making their passage; and, on return­

iug to Europe, the satne reason induces them to put into

rrable Bay. Froln the indented shape of SilllOU'S Bay,

which is ahnost burrounded by exceedingly high hills, that

cover it from the violence of the winds, vessels are in per­

fect security there, except when a violent 8outh-ea~t wind

blows in shore, and can anchor ,vithin a quarter of a mile

or less of Simon's To\vn. At the entrance of this bay are

two remarkable rocks, of a very curious appearance, called

the Roman Rocks and Noah's Ark; on the latter of ,vhich

is placed a flag staff. Ilappily for vessels ,vhich intend to

moor here, those rocks are so situated as not materially

to obstruct them in their working in and out. In the

outer part of False Bay, sonlC sunken roc~ have been

discovered by the English. I t ,vas on one of these that the

rrrident struck in 1796, when she was so much damaged in her

keel, and othcf,vise injured by the shock, that fears "rerc en­

tertained for her safety. It ,vas supposed the Dutch knew

of this rock, as it had been laid dO'Vll in an old chart of

theirs, but they ,vould not inform us of it. Lord Keitll

had a buoy placed on it to prevent accidents in fu­

ture. It is but justice to this excellent officer to rClnark,

that he spared no pains to sound and explore both False
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and Table Bay, ,vhilst he renlailled on this ~tation; uuu
he ,vas the first 'who had a ship hove dO'Vll and thoroug1l­

Iy repaired in False Bay, instead of sending her at a great

expense and loss of time to Bonlbay to be docked, \vhich

is generally done with the Inen of war on service in tbcs~

latitudes; unless in the alternative of their heing recalled to

Europe.

A small barren island, called Seal Island, lies between Seal hlan \.

Hanglip Point and False Bay, \vithin two leagues of the

shore. It is resorted to only by fisherlnen to catch seals,

of which they procure a great number throughout all thi<;

bay. Abundance of fish of various kinds is got here; par­

ticularly about the Roman Rocks and Noah's Ark.

Ilnmediatcly 011 a ship coming to anchor, she is sur­

rounded by boats, laden with fish, vegetables, and fruit~~

which the slaves of the Dutch colonists come to sell for

their 111asters. All kinds of fish peculiar to the Cape are Different
• • species of.fish

found In tIns bay; Inany of them excellent and very agree- found in this

able to the palate. rThe most common is the ROlTIan fish, bay.

SO called from its being caught about the rock of that

name: it is of a deep rose colour, and of the perch kind.

The other species of fish found here are, the red and ,vhite

Steenbrassen, also of the perch kind, and large and good:

the IIottentot fish, which derives its name from its dirty

brown colour, reselnbling the skin of that people: the sil-

ver fish, somewhat shaped like our turbot, and ,\~ith

its scales shining like sil"l'r: the strolnpneus, "'hich has
]llack and white spots do,vn the middle and sides: the klip

G2



4.4 TIlE CAPE OF GOOD IIOPE.

or rock fish, ,vith a coarse scaly skin, of a tolerable size,

and ycry good when fried: the harder, sOlnewhat of the

flavour and appearance of our herring, but thicker: the

M.~holnber, or tuackercl, which COlne at certain seasons

into the bay, in large shoals, pursued by voracious enc­

Inies; also the scholnbcr, or horse-Inackerc], a species luuch

ill ferior to ours: the specrillg eel, a small fish, ·with white

clear ~bining spots: the springer, a flat fish, of a heavy, fat,
luscious quality, particularly well adapted for the palate of

a Dutchnlall: gurnets and soles resembling ours: skate, ray

ii~h, star ·fish, and a species of the electrical torpedo: the

bagre, a very bad species of fish, and supposed to be of

a poisonous quality: dolphins and bonetas are sometimes

caught; a species of dog fish is found, very like the shark,

,vhich latter fish is abuudant on the coast; seals are in great

Wholes plenty. 'Vhalcs often come into the bay, and frequently
:-,ol1lctimcs t"1 "I" 1 • t tIl" I h tl~.mght thcle. S fl (C 'Vlt 1 VIO cnee agaln~ Ie s ups at anc lor, ,v en ley

arc often pursued and taken. After a violent storm, it is

not UllcOIllmOll to see olle or luore of those immense ani­

mals lying exhausted on the beach; it is also customary

with then1, when ,voundeu in those latitudes, to lnake for

the shore, as I have had an opportunity of observing in se­

veral in;-,tances. .Alllong the shell fish, are oysters, cray fish,

sInn-H crabs, muscles, ~hrilnps, the sea nautilus, and many

olh{'r~. rrhc shells of these, with other marine productio~lS,

arc often collected by the colonists, when they afford the

only kind of lilne u.sed here. :Fibhing is a principal all1USC­

luent uith the pa~s2ngcrs on board the ships that ~top hCf{:\,

2
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who are not taken up ,vith more luaterial ayocations.

'\tVhilst at anchor in this bay, I ,vas often employed in thifj

manner. The seals ,verc so numerous and troublesoDle,

that I ,vas frequently obliged to strike at thenl ,vith the

boat-hook, for they would fearlessly COIne up close along­

side, as if they ,vould cnter the boat. I however found the

amusement of going out to fish to be attended with SOln('

risk, as the thick and heavy Ini~ts often CaIne 011 so sud­

denly, that we could scarcely find our ,yay back to the shir,
though but a little w'ay off.

That amphibious species equally between fish and fo,,, 1, \V...'cr fuw.L
• ill gre:lt

called pcnguins or puffados, are III such nUlubrrs, that when abuul1alll.c.

on the wing, and mixed with the flocks of diver'3, ducks,

cormorants, albatrosses, gulls, and various other aquatic

birds, they absolutely darken the ~ky, and present an ap­

pearance altogether astonishing to a stranger on his first

arrival. They keep hovering and flying without intcnnis-

~ion around the ships at anchor in the bay, and Inay be

easily killed from the deck by Hinging a stick or stone

ainong the surrounding flo<:ks. I II consequence of a fij tal

accidcnt which happencd the day I arrived, {roin an oULcer

bhooting at a flock. of those birds, positive orders ,reI C

issued to prevcnt auy one froIH firing frolll on board or in

the bay. rfhe pro~pect which lueets the eyc, on cOIning to ner'ntl(lli

• ., • • •. pro"pf'ct flOIl_

anchor 111 SHilOH s Day, IS extensIvc, dn erMficd, ~u~d at the c;11jpP'n,;
• r ., •• in l,'.lbc r ~r

oncc grand and beautIful. I he cxcec(hngly hIgh and ~tfxp

hills reaching close to the shore, ,,,hich bUITOUIHi the greu tel".
part of the bay, 5('r111 to the I~urop('all P'l~~cl'ger (St.U
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U10re lofty, 11l0re ncar, and more awfully grand, after a

long voyage, during which nothing has met his eye but the

level surface of an extended ,vatery plain, and nothing

bounded his Yie,v but the uninterrupted circle of the hori...

zon. On turning the eye to,vards one side of the bay, the

Iitile town at the foot of one of those hills, the houses

scattered up anu do,vn the declivity, and g~aduaBy rising

one above the other, the Company's gardens contiguou'J to

the town, the landing place, the sandy beach and white

road leading to 1\'1usenberg, the form of the bay on this

side resembling a crescent, with the large flat surrounding

plain bounded by the Musenberg hills, afford a prospect

,vhich to me at least conveyed the most pleasing sensa­

tions. On the other side of the bay a still nobler pros­

pect opens to the vie,v. Close to the shore appear several

houses, plantations, and cultivated fields belonging to the

Dutch farmers and burghers, over-topped by the green

~heapen-berghen or sheep hills. Above theln l·ise the

~l1nazingly high, steep, and wild nl0untains of IIottentot

I Iolland, which ill the finest and clearest weather are covered

"\\ ith sno,v and passing clouds. rro the east a view is

opened of the more distant Caffree country, ,vhose moun­

tains to,vering to a yet superior height, of a bright copper

colour, close the sublime prospect. Such is the sur­

rounding country of Simon's Bay as it appears to the Euro­

pean passenger before he has yet come to land; nor do

these o~jccts appear less striking to hitn ,vhcn he has had

an opportunity of examining thelll more nlinutely.

5
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~"lrOlll the station 'vhere ships anchor you ro,v in a fe,t IJanl1ing

. S·' T dId· h . k place.mInutes to IIDon s own, an an WIt out any rlS 01"

obstruction on the sandy beach, or at the pier or plat-

fornl, 'which is carried out several yards into the sea on

large piles of tinlber, for the more convenient loading and

unloading of boats and small craft. Close to this pier is a Reservoll.

Inost excellent reservoir of ,vater, conveyed in pipes froin

the springs in tIle neIghbouring hills, ,vhich afford a con-

stant supply. It was constructed by the Dutch East-India

Company for the convenience of ,vatering their ships. 'fhere
are al~o along the beach several small streams and springs

of water, issuing froin the different hills and running into
the bay, where boats frequently take up water for their
~hips ,vhen the reservoir is too much occupied; for every

one must ,vait his turn at the cistern, and by this regular
DIode the process of ,vatcring is much more easily and
speedily accomplished.

Simon's To,vn, if it can be called a town, is pleasantly SIIDon's

situated on the sea side, under a very steep hill. It consists TOWli.

of about twenty houses rather scattered, and irregularly

placed along the curve or bend of the shore. A fc\v are

built 011 the declivity of the hill, ,vhere the slope is some-

times interrupted by a gentle swell. ~Iost of the houses

are tolerably large and ,veIl huilt, and are inhabited by

Dutchmen, either occasional residents or natives of the
place. A part of the buildings here ,verc erected by the ~ubhc buiki..

Dutch East-India COll1pany, at their o,vn expenbc, for the mgs.

ll~C of their ships trading to and from I!:dia, and consist of
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a lung range of store houses close by the wharf or landing

place.

The erecting of these buildings was occasioned by an

accid<.'ut which took place Inany years ago. A dreadful

~tOJ In arose in 'fable Bay at a season when least to be

cxpcetetl. A great part of the shipping lying there was in

con~cqnencc destroyed, and the rest obliged to put into

Fal~e 11ay to refit. 'fhc Inagazilles then erected at Simon's

1\'>Wll for their accollUllodation have ~incc been cluployed

for refitting and supplying vessels ,vho touch at the Cape

during the winter. seasoll. 'fhis range of buildings is re­

lllarkably well laid out, and adapted for the use designed.

I t contains stores of all kinds; forges and work-shops for

fitting and repairing the tiInber or iron-,York of their ves­

sels; ,vith sluall houses and apartments attached for the
residcnce of the workmen and artificers, as also for those

,vho did the duty of guards, ,vhich in the Dutch tilDe was

occasionally performed by the people belonging to the ma­

~azincs. At one end was a bake-house and a place for

their ,vorking slaves; at a little distance from this was a

yery COlunlodious and handsollle hou'3e for the Governor

'rhen he rcsided here. It has since been the quarters of

1he nriti~h officers stationed at Simon's 'fown. A little

high(\r up, on the ascent of a pleasant hill overlooking the

bay, is another large building, which the Dutch used for

Ull hospital for their sick seaU1Cll and soldiers, and those

\\ ho required to reeruit their health on shore. 'fhis ,vas

(~onverted by the British into an exccIlcn~ barrack, capable
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1>£ containing a regiment ,vhich was generally stationed here

whilst it remained in our possession. There is also a very

.good house for the master intendant of the harbour and

shipping. Besides the hospital already mentioned, there is

another, a kind of pest-house for the sick slaves, and all

those infected with contagious disorders, which the Dutch

always took the greatest precautions to prevent froul spread­

ing; nor did they ever suffer any of the cre,vs of their ships

to land without being first examined by a doctor or health­

master to certify they did not bring ,vith them any symp­

toms of small-pox or other epidemic diseases.
About half a mile frOID the to,vn, proceeding by a plca- COnll'any\s

garden.
sant 1\ralk along the breast of the l1ill, and iUlmediately over

Que side of the bay, you come to the Company's garden,

containing about four acres well planted with vegetables for
the use of their shipping, which were supplied ,vith a cer"
taill proportion daily ,vithout expense. 'fhis garden ,vas

much out of order when I saw it, having been neglected

since the capture of the Cape. At one end stood a very

good house for the man who had the care of planting and

dressing it, ,vith offices for the Company's slaves who ,vrought

under hiln.

IIalf ,vay bchveen the to\vn and the garden is a strong BJtteries.

bn.ttery en barbet, ,vhich cOllllnands great part of SiI11011'S

Bay, and can annoy ship" yery nluch on their entrance;

l>(3sides this there are a fc,v ~lnaller batteries 011 a level

,,-ith the sea, and guns planted at different places to enfilade

the ba.y, and prevent an enelny frOlH landing 011 the hench.
II


	Chapter_1

	p2
	p3
	p4
	p5
	p6
	p7
	p8
	p9
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	p17
	p18
	p19
	p20
	p21

	Chapter_2

	p23
	p24
	p25
	p26
	p27
	p28
	p29
	p30
	p31
	p32
	p33
	p34
	p35
	p36
	p37
	p38
	p39
	p40

	Chapter_3

	p42
	p43
	p44
	p45
	p46
	p47
	p48
	p49

	FrontInfo

	p50-99


