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What is Open access? 

Open-access (OA) literature is: 
– digital 
– online 
– free of charge for the user 
– free of most copyright & licensing restrictions 

What makes it possible is the internet & the consent of 
the author or copyright-holder  

 It is compatible with peer-review 
Peter Suber http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/brief.htm  

http://www.earlham.edu/%7Epeters/fos/brief.htm


Why Open access? 

Journal prices keep rising 
University libraries pay huge subscription fees 
BUT they can no longer afford subscription to all 
Researchers, institutions, public suffer due to high costs & 

limited access 
The Open access movement is  

– A global movement in academia 
– Dedicated to sharing information for the common good 
– Of importance to researchers, academics, librarians, funding agencies, 

universities, government officials, publishers 

 
 



Two vehicles for delivering Open access 

Open access journals (gold route) 
– Journals make their content freely available using new business models 
– Some journals receive subsidy from hosting universities or professional 

societies 
– Charge author processing fees 

Archiving in Open access repositories (green route) 
– Authors publish in conventional journals 
– Versions of their research articles are made freely available in 

institutional repositories 
– Versions can either a pre-print, post-print or can be the final publisher 

version 
– SHERPA/RoMEO website 

 



The Open access map of the world – 
gold route 

http://www.openaccessmap.org/  

http://www.openaccessmap.org/
http://www.openaccessmap.org/


The Open access map of the world – 
green route 

http://www.openaccessmap.org/  

http://www.openaccessmap.org/
http://www.openaccessmap.org/


Problem 1  
Free access to publicly funded research 
What access? 
By whom? 
To who? 
Private enterprise/public purse? 

– Big deal 
– Social costs? 

 



SA journals published by international publishers 



Responsibilities 

Publishers (incl 
university as 
publisher) 

• OA policies 
• Green or Gold 
• OA journals 

Universities 

• OA mandate 
• Copyright policies 
• Institutional 

Repositories 
• Staff who are 

editors 

Authors 

• Author addendum 
• Copyright 
• Self-archiving 

Funding agencies 

• OA publishing 
mandate 

“The power of disseminating South African scholarship … lies partly in the hands 
of South African publishers… [W]e recommend that an appeal … allow archiving 
of journal articles…” (Muller and Olivier) 



Archiving in repositories 
DOAR lists 23 repositories in South Africa 
 AHERO (African Higher Education Research Online) (UWC) 
 Boloka: Research Repository North-West University (North-West) 
 CSIR Research Space (CSIR) 
 Digital Innovation South Africa (DISA) 
 Digital Knowledge (CPUT) 
 DUT IR (Durban University of Technology) 
 Rhodes eResearch Repository (ReRR) 
 Scientific Electronic Library Online - South Africa (SciELO - South Africa) 
 Stellenbosch University SUNScholar Repository (Stellenbosch) 
 UCT Computer Science Research Document Archive (UCT CS Archive) 
 UCT Lawspace (UCT Law Department) 
 UJDigispace  (University of Johannesburg) 
 UKZN ResearchSpace (University of KwaZulu-Natal) 
 UnisaIR (Unisa Institutional Repository) 
 University of Fort Hare Institutional Repository (University of Fort Hare) 
 University of Limpopo 
 University of Pretoria Electronic Theses and Dissertations (UPeTD) 
 University of the Free State ETD (UFS) 
 University of the Western Cape Research Repository (UWC Research Repository) 
 UZSpace (University of Zululand Repository) 
 UPSpace (UPSpace at the University of Pretoria) 
 UWC Theses and Dissertations (UWC) 
 WIReDSpace (Wits Institutional Repository on DSPACE) 

http://ahero.uwc.ac.za/
http://dspace.nwu.ac.za/
http://researchspace.csir.co.za/
http://www.disa.ukzn.ac.za/
http://dk.cput.ac.za/
http://ir.dut.ac.za/
http://eprints.ru.ac.za/
http://www.scielo.org.za/
http://scholar.sun.ac.za/
http://pubs.cs.uct.ac.za/
http://lawspace2.lib.uct.ac.za/dspace/
https://ujdigispace.uj.ac.za/
http://researchspace.ukzn.ac.za/
http://uir.unisa.ac.za/
http://ufh.netd.ac.za/
http://ul.netd.ac.za/jspui
http://upetd.up.ac.za/UPeTD.htm
http://etd.uovs.ac.za/
http://repository.uwc.ac.za/
http://uzspace.uzulu.ac.za/
http://repository.up.ac.za/
http://etd.uwc.ac.za/
http://wiredspace.wits.ac.za/


Benefits 
of OA 

Institutions 
•Collects and promotes 
University’s research 
output 

•Global visibility 
•Enhanced profile 

Researchers 
•New visibility 
•Expanded readership 
•More impact 

Public good 
• Tax payers' money 
• Publicly funded research 

freely accessible 
• High benefit/low cost ratio 

Economy 
•Research accelerated 

Innovation 
• Maximise access to/use of 

research findings 
• Accelerate 

commercialisation of 
emerging technologies 



Cost to publishers? 

 The profit margins in the journal divisions of Elsevier, 
Informa, and Wiley were 30-35% in 2011 
http://goo.gl/aPltZ 

 Amid budgetary pressures and a slow economic recovery, 
the combined markets for science, technical & medical (STM) 
publishing grew 3.4% to $21.1 billion in 2011 
http://www.simbainformation.com/about/release.asp?id=2
503 

 “We have, to date, found author self-archiving compatible 
with subscription business models, and so we have been 
actively encouraging self-archiving since 2005.“ Nature, 
http://www.nature.com/press_releases/statement.html 
(Suber, 2012) 
 

http://goo.gl/aPltZ
http://www.simbainformation.com/about/release.asp?id=2503
http://www.simbainformation.com/about/release.asp?id=2503
http://www.nature.com/press_releases/statement.html


SA Open access exists 

 HSRC Press 
 Journal examples 

– South African Journal of Science 
– Water SA 
– AOSIS 
– SCIELO 
– Stellenbosch University’s SUNJournals 

 Rough count of 51 South African OA journals accredited by 
DHET 

 But… 

 



Problem 2 - Major hurdle for green 
route 

South African journals lack copyright & self-archiving 
policies to allow archiving in institutional repositories 

Repository managers need to obtain permission for 
archiving on a one-to-one basis 

Huge duplication of effort 



SHERPA/RoMEO 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php  

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php


Example of an archiving policy 



SA journals’ archiving policies 



SA journals’ archiving policies 



DOAJ also lacks SA journal information 



Introduce your journal to 
SHERPA/RoMEO & DOAJ 



The way forward 

The HESA mandate : 
 “Our mandate is to facilitate the development of informed 

public policy on higher education and to encourage 
cooperation among universities and government, industry and 
other sectors of society in South Africa” 

Research and Innovation Strategy Group’s priorities: 
– University research √  
– University sector’s transformation √   
– Quality √  
– Internationalisation √  

 
 



Possible recommendations 

 In support of the green route to Open access: 
– Encourage journal editors/publishers on campus to formulate 

archiving policies 
– Launch Open access repositories 
– Adopt institutional Open access policies encouraging the 

archiving of research articles 
– Researchers should be made aware of the implications of 

copyright 
 In support of the gold route to Open access: 

– Fund Open Access journals’ author processing fees 
– Support journals hosted by departments to become Open access 

journals 
 



A researcher’s view 

http://hdl.handle.net/2263/17461   

http://hdl.handle.net/2263/17461


Questions? 
 

Elsabé Olivier 
elsabe.olivier@up.ac.za 

 
Nicky Muller 

muller@dut.ac.za  

 

The presentation is licensed with Creative 
Commons Attribution 3.0 License 

mailto:Elsabe.olivier@up.ac.za
mailto:muller@dut.ac.za
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