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Fig. a Digital Render Pretoria
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Fig. b Ian MacClements | Architect | Grandfather
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Fig. c (opposite)
Original Image: Reconstruction by Lebbeus Woods, 1964. Computer rendering by Carlos Fueyo, 2006.
Edited Image: Woods’s War and Architecture reconceptualised and interpreted as urban narrative relative
to exploration and manipulation of urban void.
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Fig. d (opposite)
Abstract: A series of recalibrated urban voids and their impact on the urban climate.  
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Fig. a Digital Render Pretoria (Author, 2015)

Fig. b Ian MacClements | Architect | Grandfather (Author, 2015)

Fig. c  Original Image: Reconstruction by Lebbeus Woods, 1964. Computer rendering by Carlos Fueyo, 2006. (https://mcrassus.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/
meaning-emerging-from-destruction1.pdf, 2015)
Edited Image: Woods’s War and Architecture reconceptualised and interpreted as urban narrative relative to exploration and manipulation of urban void.
(Author, 2015)

Fig. d Abstract: A series of recalibrated urban voids and their impact on the urban climate. (Author, 2015). 
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Fig. 1.1 (opposite)
Graphic interpretation of normative stance. Christopher Ian MacClements abbreviated as C.[ i ].M 
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Fig. 1.2 (opposite)
Conceptual sketch exploring the the possibility of using urban fabric and voids in the creation of a prototypical 
urban landscape.
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Fig. 1.3 (opposite)
The five known void typologies according to Trancik.
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Fig. 1.4
Pretoria’s void networks
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Fig. 1.5
The Urban Vanguard
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Fig. 1.5
The Urban Vanguard

Fig. 1.6
The Urban Vanguard
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Fig. 1.7
The Urban Vanguard
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Fig. 1.8
Urban Symbiosis as a result of conversation between Vanguard and Void
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Fig. 1.1 Graphic interpretation of normative stance. Christopher Ian MacClements abbreviated as C.[ i ].M (Author, 2015)
Fig. 1.2 Conceptual sketch exploring the the possibility of using urban fabric and voids in the creation of a prototypical urban landscape (Author, 2015)
Fig. 1.3  The five known void typologies according to Trancik (Author, 2015)
Fig. 1.4 Pretoria’s void networks (Author, 2015)
Fig. 1.5 The Urban Vanguard (Author, 2015)
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Fig. 1.8 Urban Symbiosis as a result of conversation between Vanguard and Void (Author, 2015)
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Fig. 2.1
Lebbeus Woods’s “Proto-Urban Condition” 

The initial directionality of the dissertation drew inspiration from 
from the work of Woods’s students.
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Fig. 2.2
“Freedom Photo Challenge Exhibition”  presented by Pretoria Street Photography in collaboration with the 

US Embassy. Th event was held at the Pretoria News building along Madiba Street. 
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Fig. 2.3
The Conflicts Between Top-Down and Bottom-Up.
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Fig. 2.4
The realised potentials if Top-Down evolve to become conducive to Bottom-Up
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Fig. 2.5
Interpreting Campbell’s Seven Drivers.
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Fig. 2.6
Interpreting Campbell’s Seven Drivers.
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Fig. 2.7
Interpreting Campbell’s Seven Drivers.
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Fig. 2.8
Interpreting Campbell’s Seven Drivers.

50

 
 
 



Fig. 2.9
Towards a proto-urban condition / [R]ecalibrated uran plinth / Abstract
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Fig. 2.10
Conceptual Understanding Urban Void

52

 
 
 



Fig. 2.11
Conceptual Understanding Urban Tissue
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Fig. 2.12
Market on Main, Pretoria
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Fig. 2.13
Scales of Creativity

Locating Vanguard Networks
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Fig. 2.14
Cataloguing Pretoria’s Emergent Vernacular
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Fig. 2.15
Cataloguing Pretoria’s Emergent Vernacular

59

 
 
 



Fig. 2.16
 An interconnected series of emergent urban clusters
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Fig. 2.14 Cataloguing Pretoria’s Emergent Vernacular
Pretoria Street Photography (http://drop-your-drink.com/, 2015)
RE: Capitoli (https://www.facebook.com/recapitoli/, 2015)
Molo Mollo (www.molomollo.co.za, 2015)
Hello Ambassador (www.helloambassador.co.za, 2015)
Capital Arts Revolution (http://drop-your-drink.com/, 2015)

Fig. 2.15 Cataloguing Pretoria’s Emergent Vernacular
The Street Store (http://thestreetstore.org/, 2015)
Drop Your Drink (http://drop-your-drink.com/, 2015)
Capital Collective (www.capitalcollective.co.za, 2015)
The Social Market PTA (http://drop-your-drink.com/, 2015)
Capital Urban Market (http://drop-your-drink.com/, 2015)

Fig. 2.16 An interconnected series of emergent urban clusters (Author, 2015)
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Fig. 3.1
Interstitial
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Fig. 3.2
Challenging Preconceptions
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Fig. 3.3
Urban Vision Strategy
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Fig. 3.4
Research Methodology
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Fig. 3.5
Tshwane Vision 2055
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Fig. 3.6
Government mapping
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Fig. 3.7
Public and pedestrian movement
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Fig. 3.8
Marginal Spaces
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Fig. 3.9
Marginal Spaces
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Fig. 3.10
Insurgent Activity
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Fig. 3.11
Insurgent Activity Study
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Fig. 4.1
Inotruction to site (yellow) |

Abstract interpretation of contemporary urban climate and allocation of site (yellow)
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Fig. 4.2
Site Images
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Fig. 4.3
Site Images
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Fig. 4.4 (opposite)
View from atop the VWL plinth, Paul Kruger Street.
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Fig. 4.5
Urban Research Matrix A | B
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Fig. 4.6
Site investigation / Interpreting Urban Theory

 
 
 



Fig. 4.7
Site investigation / Interpreting Urban Theory

 
 
 



Fig. 4.8
Site investigation / Matrix A | Vertical Study

 
 
 



Fig. 4.9
Site investigation / Matrix A | Vertical Study

 
 
 



Fig. 4.10
Site investigation / Matrix A | Vertical Study

 
 
 



Fig. 4.11
Site investigation / Matrix A | Horizontal Study
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Fig. 5.1
The Proto Urban Condition
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Fig. 5.2
The five qualities need for a successful city
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Fig. 5.3
The Seven Typlogies of temporary urban use
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Fig. 5.4
Jan Gehl’s matrix for designing well consolidated public and civic urban space
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Fig. 5.5
Jan Gehl’s identified user groups and activities expected in public spaces 
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Fig. 5.6
Warm City plinth typologies. These include pop-up market spaces and stores
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Fig. 6.1
Morphosis, San Francisco Federal Building
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Fig. 6.2
Abstract | Street edge condition and exploration | City at Eye Level
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Fig. 6.3
Abstract | Plinth exploration | Hybrid plinth condition
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Fig. 6.4 Exploration of site | Micro urban climate
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Fig. 6.5 Exploration of site | Micro urban climate
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Fig. 6.6 Threshold and progression of public space from Paul Kruger Street
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Fig. 6.7 Conceptual exploration of recalibration | public space / structure

119

 
 
 



Fig. 6.8 Threshold and hierachical progression of structure from Madiba Street entrance
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Fig. 6.9 Conceptual development of structure
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Fig. 6.10 Threshold and hierachical progression of structure from Madiba Street entrance
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Fig. 6.11 Exploration of systems and access into site
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Fig. 6.12 Exploration of public recalibrated stairs as public seating | one element - multiple fucntions
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Fig. 6.13 Exploration of recalibrated stairs | detailing
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Fig. 6.14 Exploration of detailing | mentis grid walkway | beam to VWL column connection | beam to beam connection
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Fig. 6.15 Exploration of detailing | mentis grid walkway | column footing connection | public seating to column connection
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Fig. 6.16 Exploration of detailing | bicycle pergola construction | beam to beam connection
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Fig. 6.17 Exploration of detailing | mentis grid detail | beam to VWL connection
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Fig. 7.1 First Floor Plan 
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Fig. 7.2 First Floor Plan 
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Fig. 7.3 Second Floor Plan
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Fig. 7.4 Third Floor Plan
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Fig. 7.6 Fifth Floor Plan
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Fig. 7.6 Fifth Floor Plan
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Fig. 7.7 East Elevation
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Fig. 7.8 North Elevation
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Fig. 7.9 West Elevation
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Fig. 7.10 South Elevation
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Fig. 7.11 Systems Sectional Perspective One
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Fig. 7.12 Systems Sectional Perspective Two
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Fig. 7.13 Entrance to  Madiba Art Precinct from Madiba Street

 
 
 



158

Fig. 7.14 Build Studios | Artist Studios
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Fig. 7.15 Artist studios along mentis grid walkway
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Fig. 7.16 Open Air Build Studios
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Fig. 7.18 Tripple volume foyer of the Dept. of Arts and Culture occupying the first floor of the VWL.

 
 
 



Fig. a Digital Render Pretoria (Author, 2015)

Fig. b Ian MacClements | Architect | Grandfather (Author, 2015)

Fig. c  Original Image: Reconstruction by Lebbeus Woods, 1964. Computer rendering by Carlos Fueyo, 2006. (https://mcrassus.files.wordpress.com/2015/01/
meaning-emerging-from-destruction1.pdf, 2015)
Edited Image: Woods’s War and Architecture reconceptualised and interpreted as urban narrative relative to exploration and manipulation of urban void.
(Author, 2015)

Fig. d Abstract: A series of recalibrated urban voids and their impact on the urban climate. (Author, 2015). 
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Fig. 2.16 An interconnected series of emergent urban clusters (Author, 2015)
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Fig. 6.9 Conceptual development of structure (Author, 2015)
Fig. 6.10 Threshold and hierachical progression of structure from Madiba Street entrance (Author, 2015)
Fig. 6.11 Exploration of systems and access into site (Author, 2015)
Fig. 6.12 Exploration of public recalibrated stairs as public seating | one element - multiple fucntions (Author, 2015)
Fig. 6.13 Exploration of recalibrated stairs | detailing (Author, 2015)
Fig. 6.14 Exploration of detailing | mentis grid walkway | beam to VWL column connection | beam to beam connection (Author, 2015)
Fig. 6.15 Exploration of detailing | menti grid walkway | column footing connection | public seating to column connection (Author, 2015)
Fig. 6.16 Exploration of detailing | bicycle pergola construction | beam to beam connection (Author, 2015)
Fig. 6.17 Exploration of detailing | mentis grid detail | beam to VWL connection (Author, 2015)
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