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Abstract: Viscosity shifts the flow features of a liquid and
affects the consistency of a product, which is a primary
factor in demonstrating forces that should be overcome
when fluids are transported in pipelines or employed
in lubrication. In carbon-based materials, due to their
extensive use in industry, finding the simple and reliable
equations that can predict the rheological behavior is
essential. In this research, the rheological nature of gra-
phene/aqueous nanofluid was examined. Fourier trans-
form infrared spectroscopy, dynamic light scattering,
energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy, and X-ray powder
diffraction were used for analyzing the phase and struc-
ture. Transmission electron microscopy and field emis-
sion scanning electron microscopy were also employed
for micro and nano structural-study. Moreover, nanofluid
stability was examined via zeta-potential measurement.
Results showed that nanofluid has non-Newtonian nature,
the same as the power-law form. Further, from 25 to 50°C,
at 12.23 s−1, viscosity decreased by 56.9, 54.9, and 38.5% for
1.0, 2.0, and 3.5mg/mL nanofluids, respectively. From 25
to 50°C, at 122.3 s−1, viscosity decreased by 42.5, 42.3, and
33.3% for 1.0, 2.0, and 3.5mg/mL nanofluids, respectively.
Besides, to determine the viscosity of nanofluid in varied

temperatures and mass concentrations, an artificial neural
network via R2 = 0.999 was applied. Finally, the simple
and reliable equations that can predict the rheological
behavior of graphene/water nanofluid are calculated.
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1 Introduction

Nanofluids are modern coolants that have been intro-
duced as an alternative to conventional heat transfer
fluids and have earned plenty of recognition because of
their remarkable thermal characteristics [1–5]. Nanofluids
are composed of nanoparticles (NPs) suspended in base
fluids, and in fact, the appearance of NPs with a high heat
transfer rate has improved the cooling performance of
nanofluids [6–8]. So far, many nanofluids have been
synthesized, and their thermophysical properties have
been measured [9–11]. Also, the cooling performance of
these nanofluids in various applications has been investi-
gated both experimentally and numerically [12–16]. It
has often been noted that the nanofluids improved heat
transfer than conventional coolants; however, it cannot be
conclusively said that the general hydrothermal efficiency
of nanofluids is better than base fluids [17–19].

Some of the nanofluid applications are enhancement
in wear and friction behavior of varied lubricating oils
after adding varied nano additives [20]; alumina-titania
Therminol-55 hybrid nanofluid is a heat transfer fluid
used in concentrating solar collectors [21]; synergism of
graphene (G) with titania increase tribological features
and provide a greener and efficient lubrication metho-
dology in turning of M2 steel employing a minimum
quantity lubrication method [22].

Aside from the many benefits, nanofluids are not
without drawbacks. For example, the NPs enhancement
in the base fluid enlarges its viscosity, and therefore, the
pumping power required for the flow of nanofluids into a
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device is often larger than the base fluid [23]. This increase
is sometimes so significant that the general hydrothermal
efficiency of nanofluid is poorer than base fluid. In such
cases, the use of nanofluids is not recommended at all
[24]. Commercial obstacles of nanofluid usage in thermal
energy application are detected by Alagumalai et al. [25].
According to the before consultation, it could be estab-
lished that viscosity is one of the highest critical attributes
of nanofluids that should be considered. Measurements
have shown that many nanofluids are non-Newtonian,
meaning that their viscosity at a given temperature is not
a fixed number and is a shear rate’s (SR) function [26,27].
Considering these types of nanofluids, rheological beha-
vior must be investigated.

Graphene, a carbon-based material, is a two-dimen-
sional form of carbon that contains atoms located in a
single layer [28,29]. Graphene has several applications,
some of the most important of which are roll-up and
wearable electronics, stimulated aside flexibility, energy
depository substances, and polymer formation [30].

Gulzar et al. [21] experimentally studied the rheolog-
ical features of Therminol-55-Alumina/TiO2 nanofluid.
They evaluated the influence of nanoparticle mass frac-
tion (0–0.5%) and temperature (20–60°C) on the out-
comes. It was depicted that the nanofluid viscosity rises
by boosting nanoparticle fraction and temperature reduc-
tion. Aghahadi et al. [31] experimentally examined the
rheological features of engine oil-WO2-carbon nanotube
(CNT) nanofluid. The impact of NPs volume fraction
(0–0.6%) and temperature (20–60°C). They developed
a mathematical model to determine the rheological
features of nanofluid. Esfe and Rostamian [32] experimen-
tally assessed the change in the viscosity of ethylene
glycol–CNT/TiO2 nanofluid via SR, temperature, and NPs
vol% parameters. The results showed that nanofluid at low
concentrations has Newtonian nature, but increasing the
vol% leads to the non-Newtonian nature of nanofluid.
Kazemi et al. [33] tested and compared the rheological
nature of aqueous–graphene, water–silica, and water–
graphene (30%)/silica (70%) nanofluids. It was revealed
that all three nanofluids have non-Newtonian behavior
and the most severe non-Newtonian behavior belongs to
the water–graphene nanofluid. In an empirical contribu-
tion, Ma et al. [34] considered the surfactant impact on
the rheological behavior of aqueous alumina–CuO and
alumina–TiO2 nanofluids. The considered surfactants
were sodium dodecyl sulfate, polyvinyl pyrrolidone,
and hexadecyltrimethylammonium bromide. Lee et al.
[35] explored the temperature impact on the rheological
features of carbon-based nanofluids. It was observed
that the dynamic viscosity of the examined nanofluid

specimen is inferior to the base fluid. While Dalkılıç
et al. [36] tested the viscosity aspects of water-based
silica–graphite hybrid nanofluids, Sekhar and Sharma [37]
also Studied the viscosity and specific heat capacity
aspects of water-based alumina nanofluids at minimum
particle volume fractions. However, Bahrami et al. [38]
did an empirical research on the rheological manner of
hybrid nanofluids made of copper/iron oxide in water/
ethylene glycol, whose results revealed a non-Newto-
nian behavior. Zhao et al. [39] did an artificial neural
networking (ANN) analysis for entropy/heat generation
in the flow of non-Newtonian fluid. Afrand et al. [40]
also predicted the viscosity of CNTs/water nanofluid
by expanding a desirable ANN based on their empirical
data. Moreover, Nguyen et al. [41] studied the efficiency of
joined ANN and genetic algorithms on the impact of con-
centration/temperature in ethanol-based nanofluid.

In many industrial applications, if there are relation-
ships that can anticipate the nanofluid’s thermophysical
characteristics with acceptable accuracy, there is no need
to measure these properties, which are both time-con-
suming and costly. This issue has been considered by
many researchers, and after measuring the desired prop-
erty or properties, they have used various techniques to
provide an accurate predictive model for that property
[42]. One of the methods that have been widely used in
the research literature for this mean is the ANN [43,44].

Wahab et al. [45] reported an exergy performance of
14.62% gathered at 0.1% volume fraction and 40 L/m by
working liquids of water and graphene nanofluid with
0.05–0.15% volume fractions for the hybrid photovoltaic
thermal system. Zheng et al. [46] experimentally evalu-
ated the rheological manner of ethylene glycol–graphene
nanofluid at a temperature range of 5–65°C, the mass
fraction of NPs of 0–5%, and SR of (0–90 s−1). Hamze
et al. [47] investigated shear flow manner of graphene-
based nanofluids and also the impact of shearing, and
shearing period and temperature on viscosity. Bakhtiari
et al. [48] examined the readiness of stable titania–gra-
phene/water nanofluids and developed an equation for
heat transfer. Nadooshan et al. [49] measured the rheolo-
gical manner of magnetite–CNT/ethylene glycol nanofluid
to find heat transfer rate, and the results revealed New-
tonian behavior for minimum volume fraction and non-
Newtonian behavior for maximum volume fraction. Also,
Malekahmadi et al. [50] focused on the CNT additive impact
on the heat transfer rate of hydroxyapatite/water for dental
operations. Shahsavani et al. [51] studied the rheological
manner of water–EG/functionalized multi walled CNTs.

As for the research gap, the mentioned studies, and
other published papers related to the viscosity of carbon-
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based materials, did not find the exact correlation for
water-based nanofluid containing graphene NPs. Also,
the importance of the synthesis process in the viscosity
behavior was not mention.

As for the importance, viscosity shifts the flow fea-
tures of a liquid and affects the consistency of a product;
this data is critical in most production steps. Also, visc-
osity is a primary factor in demonstrating the forces that
should be overcome when fluids are transported in pipe-
lines or employed in lubrication. It leads the fluid flow in
surface coating, injection molding, and spraying. Viscosity
measurement is needed in choosing the antifreeze with
minimum viscosity, employed in car engines. Thus, to
solve the relevant problems in this regard, we need to
measure the viscosity of nanofluids under different condi-
tions, such as SRs, mass concentrations, and temperatures
to find the behavior of the fluid. Moreover, we can find out
which nanofluid is a better choice for our goal.

As for the key objectives, in the carbon-based mate-
rials, especially graphene, due to its extensive use in
industry, the exact correlation with the least uncertainty is
needed for the scientists to reduce the costs of experiments
and the costs in industries. Thus, in this research, after
experimental examinations, the numerical study by training
ANNmodels was done to find simple and reliable equations
that can predict the rheological manner of water-based
nanofluid containing graphene as carbon-based material.

In this study, graphene nanofluid was formed by
applying a two-step approach. For this purpose, first,
graphene NPs are synthesized by applying the top-down
approach. Then, they are dispersed in water at mass con-
centrations of 1.0–3.5mg/mL. After preparing the nanofluid
samples, their rheological behavior in different mass

concentration values and temperatures is measured.
Eventually, the ANN technique is selected to obtain
a predictive model for the rheological manner of the
water–graphene nanofluid.

2 Materials and methods

2.1 Materials

From KaraPA-Iran, graphite in flake form was prepared at
99.8% purity. Moreover, additional materials consumed
in the synthesis had purity above 99% and was of analy-
tical grade. Figure 1 displays G/flake graphite (FG) three-
dimensional structure design. Further, base fluid and
nanomaterial properties are shown in Table 1.

2.2 Methods

2.2.1 Solid/nanofluid formation

Figure 2 shows graphene powder and nanofluid synthesis
and preparation steps. Graphene could be produced by

Figure 1: 3D-schematic design of graphene and flake graphite.

Table 1: Base fluid and nanoparticle profile table [33,52]

Properties Graphene–C (Np) Water–H2O (Bf)

Molar mass (g/mol) –12.0 –18.0
Density (g/m3) –2.16 0.997
Boiling point (°C) 4200.0 100.0
Melting point (°C) 3670.0 0.0
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exfoliation of bulk graphite containing direct liquid-
phase exfoliation of FG/FG intercalation compound aside
from the help of ultrasonication (Figure 2). Lithium is
the lightest solid/metal element. In Figure 2, in steps 1
to 2, lithium is employed to be placed between graphite
sheets. This helps the micro-explosion between graphite
sheets by adding H2O. Further, in steps 2 to 3, when the
micro-explosion is completed, the mono-layer sheets of
graphene are obtained.

X-ray diffraction (XRD)was examined via aD8ADVANCE
X-ray diffractometer (Bruker-USA). Moreover, to prove
XRD results, energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDX)
was used. Further, dynamic light scattering (DLS) was
tested by a VASCO NP size analyzer (Cordouan Technologies,
France). Also, Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR)
spectra was reported using FP-6300 (JASCO, JAPAN).
Then, to detect sample morphology, field emission scanning
electron microscopy (FESEM) was used (Nova NanoSEM 450;
FEI, USA) [51].

To measure the thermophysical properties, nanofluid
must be prepared first. Graphene must be added to deio-
nized water. Overall mass concentration of graphene con-
sumed in nanofluid can be calculated via equation (1).
First, graphene mass is determined via weighing balance
in the laboratory, and then the two-stage process is used
to prepare the nanofluid. Nanofluids were prepared at

mass concentrations of 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, 2.5, 3.5 mg/mL. In
this method, NPs are mixed in base fluid via an appro-
priate dispersion method, but here, agglomeration is the
biggest problem. To achieve good dispersion and avoid
agglomeration, 90min of magnetic stirring and 30min of
sonication are performed via 400W, 24 kHz UP400St
Ultrasonicator (Hielscher, Germany) to prepare a stable
suspension [36].
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where mass fraction percentage and density are denoted
by φ and ρ, respectively. Mass is indicated by “m.”

2.3 Viscosity measurement

In this research, via DV2T viscometer (AMETEK Brookfield,
USA), G-distilled water (DW) rheological behavior was
determined with 5% uncertainty [52,53]. LV spindle (1–6
MPa s/1–200 RPM) is used tomeasure rheological behavior
[53]. Initially, at room temperature, DV2T was scaled via
DW. For every rheological behavior study, tests were
repeated 3 times for 25–50°C temperatures at different
SRs, independently [54].

Figure 2: Synthesis steps of powder (schematic diagram from flake graphite to graphene) and preparation steps of nanofluid.
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3 Result and discussion

3.1 Solid formation

3.1.1 Structural/phase study

3.1.1.1 X-Ray diffraction
Figure 3 shows the XRD spectra for FG and graphene with
a peaked point in (002) surface at 2θ = 26.469°. Low-
intensity peaks and (002)-main peak were displayed in

the pattern. D-spacing was around 3.362 Ǻ for FG and

around 3.363Ǻ for graphene (Bragg’s law) [55].

3.1.1.2 DLS
Size distribution for graphite and graphene (water dispersion)
was determined by DLS. Graphene has a two-dimensional
structure, and a dimension is at the nanoscale. Nevertheless,

DLS measured the size of two other dimensions (which are
in microscale) alongside its thickness. Figure 4 displays that
graphene (49.49 vol% at 76.196 nm and 72.66 vol% at
311.21 nm) has fewer vol% compared to the flake graphite
(39.48 vol% at 653.488 nm) [56]. Since graphene has only
one dimension in the nanoscale, it is logical that two other
dimensions which are in the microscale affect the outcome
of DLS and increase the size by more than 100 nm. How-
ever, the obtained results also showed that those two
dimensions are less than 400 nm which is acceptable.

3.1.1.3 FTIR
FTIR spectroscopy was used to study the FG and gra-
phene structure alongside the functional groups. A large
peak from 3,000 to 3,732 cm−1 shown in Figure 5 in a
large-frequency field is related to the O–H groups of
molecules of water for graphene. Likewise, C]C unique

Figure 3: XRD pattern of (a) flake graphite and (b) graphene.

Figure 4: DLS of (a) flake graphite and (b) graphene.
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peak is shown in 1634.38 cm−1. FG and graphene FTIR in
Figure 5, showed that the O–H peak domain has less
depth for FG. Aromatic C]C group point at 1624.64 cm−1

in the FG and at 1634.38 cm−1 in graphene. For the FG
specimen, C–O has higher intensity (1008.59 cm−1 for G
and 1010.99 cm−1 for FG) [57].

3.1.2 Micro-nano formative study

3.1.2.1 FESEM and EDX analyzer
FESEM image of amorphous and disordered two-dimen-
sional graphene is shown in Figure 6 [58]. Graphene thick-
ness is lesser than 100 nmwith layer structure. In graphene,
folded sections are on top of each other. Flake diameter for
graphene layers is reported as 0.5–3.5 µm [58]. Hence, the
morphology approved DLS results and showed that all of

Figure 5: FTIR for graphene and flake graphite.

Figure 6: FESEM image for graphene and flake graphite.
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the dimensions of graphene are less than 400nm. Also, the
one dimension of graphene which is in the nanoscale has
less than 100 nm thickness. Two points energy dispersive X-
ray spectroscopy examined for graphite and graphene.
Figure 7 and Table 2 show that FG has about 90.48 at% C,
7.29 at%O, and 2.23 at% Si +N +Al. Nevertheless, graphene
is pure at 100 at% C.

3.1.2.2 Transmission electron microscopy (TEM)
To support that graphene thickness is below 100 nm, TEM
was used. For image-making in the TEM method, the
electron beam was transferred thru a sample. Figure 8
shows that graphene thickness is lesser than 40 nm
with a two-dimensional layer structure [58]. These results
were also consistent with that of DLS and FESEM. As
can be seen, the thickness of graphene is less than
100 nm.

3.2 Nanofluids formation

3.2.1 Stability of nanofluid

3.2.1.1 Zeta potential
The zeta potential (ZP) of graphene is shown in Figure 9
at mass concentrations of 4.5 and 1.0 mg/mL. The colloid
mixture of graphene liquid at the 2–4 pH range shows nega-
tive ZP. As announced via ASTM, the absolute zeta potential
of 20–30mV are rather stable, and >±30mV is extremely
stable. ZPs for 1.0mg/mL, are –28.8mV (electrophoretic
mobility [EM] of –0.000229 cm2/Vs) and –27.3mV (EM of
–0.000214 cm2/Vs), while for 4.5mg/mL, are –25.7 (EM of
–0.000190 cm2/Vs) and –19.7 (EM of –0.000178 cm2/Vs).
These amounts show nanomaterial’s moderate stability in
water. It can be seen by these values that by increasing
the mass concentration, graphene has aggregation beha-
vior [59,60].

Figure 7: EDX pattern of flake graphite and graphene for (a) point A and (b) point B.

Table 2: EDX elemental composition for flake graphite and graphene

Flake graphite – point A Graphene – point A

El AN series unn. C norm. C atom. C error (1 Sigma) El AN series unn. C norm. C atom. C error (1 Sigma)

[wt%] [wt%] [at%] [wt%] [wt%] [wt%] [at%] [wt%]

C 86.78 86.78 90.48 14.29 C 97.97 97.97 98.38 16.70
O 9.32 9.32 7.29 4.14 O 1.26 1.26 0.95 1.84
Si 1.78 1.78 0.79 0.16 N 0.77 0.77 0.67 2.34
Al 1.08 1.08 0.50 0.13
N 1.04 1.04 0.94 1.95
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

Flake graphite – point B Graphene – point B

El AN series unn. C norm. C atom. C error (1 Sigma) El AN series unn. C norm. C atom. C error (1 Sigma)

[wt%] [wt%] [at%] [wt%] [wt%] [wt%] [at%] [wt%]

C 100.00 100.00 100.00 16.47 C 100.00 100.00 100.00 17.05
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100
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3.2.2 Rheological behavior study

3.2.2.1 Validation
DV2T apparatus validity was determined and related to
the ASHRAE handbook [53] to affirm the apparatus cor-
rectness. Regarding manual, apparatus uncertainty was
satisfying (lesser that 5%) at T = 25°C. Figure 10 displays
the maximum error of 4.29% (at T = 40°C) [53].

3.2.2.2 Mass concentration and temperature effect
An important stage in determining the nanofluid’s viscosity
is to measure it at different mass concentrations and tem-
peratures, to determine whether it exhibits Newtonian/non-
Newtonian behavior [61]. For varied temperatures, Figure 11
exhibits viscosity corresponding to mass concentration in
12.23 and 122.3 SRs [62]. At different mass concentrations,
Figure 12 exhibits viscosity corresponding to temperature in

12.23 and 122.3 s−1 SRs [63]. On increasing the mass concen-
tration and temperature, there is an increase and decrease
in viscosity, respectively. As can be seen, in the 12.23 s−1 SR,
from mass concentration of 0.0 to 2.0mg/mL, the viscosity
increment is relatively smooth; but after 2.0–3.5mg/mL, the
enhancement of viscosity is more steep. This is due to the
surface tension increment at low speed for the agglomera-
tions. However, this slope increment cannot be seen in
the 122.3 s−1 SR, which reveals that with speed increment,
the agglomerations are broken, and thus, the friction is
decreased. Also, temperature increment causes a decrement
in agglomerations, and again, friction is decreased at 45°C.

Figure 13 exhibits the rheological behavior 3D data
corresponding to various mass concentrations and

Figure 8: TEM of graphene.

Figure 9: ZP pattern of graphene at mass concentrations of 1 and
4.5 mg/mL.

Figure 10: Viscosity vs distilled water temperature compared to that
in ASHRAE handbook [53].

Figure 11: Change in rheological behavior corresponding to mass
concentration at varied temperatures.
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temperatures from 122.3–12.23 SRs [64]. Viscosity at varied
mass concentrations and temperatures is reported in Table
3. As can be seen, with temperature enhancement, there was
a decrease in viscosity. Also, the addition of graphene caused
an enhancement in viscosity. The viscosity trend is depen-
dent on two variables, temperature and concentration. How-
ever, these variables have a different effect on viscosity. To
find which one has greater impact, first, a comparison
between the minimum and maximum values is needed.

When the temperature is constant, the mass concen-
tration impact can be measured. For 25°C which is in the
room-temperature domain, viscosity for 1.0mg/mL graphene
was 1.27MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and 1.04MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR),
while it reached to 2.04MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and 1.48MPa s
(122.3 s−1 SR) for 2.0mg/mL graphene, then it reached to
4.23MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and 1.95MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR) for
3.5mg/mL graphene. This means by adding more graphene,
from 1.0 to 3.5mg/mL, viscosity increment was 233.07%
(12.23 s−1 SR) and 87.50% (122.3 s−1 SR).

For 50°C, which is in the heating domain, viscosity
for 1.0 mg/mL graphene was 0.82 MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and
0.73 MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR), while it reached to 1.30 MPa s
(12.23 s−1 SR) and 1.04 MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR) for 2.0 mg/mL
graphene, then it reached to 2.60 MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and
1.30MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR) for 3.5mg/mL graphene. This means
by adding more graphene, from 1.0 to 3.5mg/mL, viscosity
increment was 217.07% (12.23 s−1 SR) and 78.08% (122.3 s−1 SR).

When the mass concentration is constant, the tem-
perature impact can be measured. For 1.0 mg/mL gra-
phene/water nanofluid, viscosity at 25°C was 1.27 MPa s
(12.23 s−1 SR) and 1.04MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR), while it decreased
to 0.82MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and 0.73MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR)
on increasing the temperature to 50°C. This means by

increasing the temperature, and on reaching the heating
domain, from 25–50°C, viscosity decrement was 35.43%
(12.23 s−1 SR) and 29.81% (122.3 s−1 SR).

Figure 12: Change in rheological behavior corresponding to tem-
perature at varied mass concentrations.

Figure 13: The 3D factual outcome of viscosity at dissimilar tem-
peratures and mass concentrations.

Table 3: Viscosity at varied temperatures and mass concentrations

Shear rate (s−1) T = 25°C (MPa s) T = 50°C (MPa s)

Nanofluid 1.0 mg/mL
12.23 1.27 0.82
122.3 1.04 0.73

Nanofluid 2.0 mg/mL
12.23 2.04 1.30
122.3 1.48 1.04

Nanofluid 3.5 mg/mL
12.23 4.23 2.60
122.3 1.95 1.30
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For 2.0mg/mL graphene/water nanofluid, viscosity at
25°C was 2.04MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and 1.48MPa s (122.3 s−1
SR), while it decreased to 1.30MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and
1.04MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR) on increasing the temperature
to 50°C. This means by increasing the temperature, and
on reaching the heating domain, from 25–50°C, viscosity

decrement was 36.27% (12.23 s−1 SR) and 29.73% (122.3 s−1
shear rate).

For 3.5 mg/mL graphene/water nanofluid, viscosity at
25°C was 4.23MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and 1.95MPa s (122.3 s−1
SR), while it decreased to 2.60MPa s (12.23 s−1 SR) and
1.30MPa s (122.3 s−1 SR) on increasing the temperature to

Figure 14: Viscosity and shear stress values against SR for different mass concentrations and temperatures.

Effect of graphene nano-powder on the viscosity of water: An experimental study  2777



50°C. This means that by increasing the temperature and
on reaching the a heating domain, from 25°C–50°C, visc-
osity decrement was 38.53% (12.23 s−1 SR) and 33.33%
(122.3 s−1 SR). This means that temperature caused a decre-
ment in viscosity; however, in 3.5mg/mL graphene, this
decrement was more. Further, the rheological behavior of
water became as non-Newtonian after adding graphene to
water.

3.2.2.3 Non-Newtonian behavior
Figure 14 displays the viscosity–shear stress (SS) of nano-
fluid corresponding to SR for temperatures of 25–50°C
and mass concentrations of 1.0–3.5 mg/mL. Nanofluid’s
rheological behavior indicated a non-Newtonian manner.
Categorizations for non-Newtonian manner are time self-
reliant (shear thinning/shear thickening) and time reliant
[65]. In G–DW, power is less than one (in the equation of
power-law), which causes the shear-thinning (pseudo-
plastic) [66]. Power law:

=τ mϒ̇ ,n (2)

where n (dimensionless) is the power law index,m (Pa Sn)
is the flow consistency index, and τ(Pa) denotes SS, and
ϒ̇ (s−1) denotes shear rate.

Hence, equation (3) estimates the viscosity:

=
−μ mϒ̇ ,n 1 (3)

where “µ” denotes viscosity [67].
The trend for viscosity–SS by SR is non-linear. Therefore,

concluding based on the patterns, SS is a variable of tempera-
ture and mass concentration. Hence, n or m with varied tem-
perature or mass concentration could be estimated using
curve-fitting plus equation (4).

=τ μϒ̇. (4)

In Figure 15, m (consistency index) and n (power-law
index) variations are made known concerning nanofluid’s
non-Newtonian nature and Figure 14 data. Figure 15a exhi-
bits consistency index; in conclusion, mass concentration
increment caused the “m” increment, but temperature
increment for each wt% caused the “m” decrement [68].
Figure 15b exhibits power-law index (n); in conclusion,
mass concentration increment caused the “n” decrement,
but temperature increment for each wt% caused the “n”
increment [69]. This happened because the viscosity
decreased after temperature increment, which caused
the nanofluid to act the same way as the Newtonian
nature of DW base fluid.

3.2.3 Statistical view

3.2.3.1 Recommended equation
G–DW nanofluid correlation is recommended for esti-
mating viscosity via curve-fitting (equations (5)–(10)).
These correlations have R2 ∼ 0.99 [70]. Three-dimensional
fitted correlation on empirical input of 12.23–122.3 SRs is
displayed in Figure 16.

( ) (( ) )

( )

( )

( )

= / −T T
wt

Viscosity 1.13936 ⁎
⁎ .

12.23 0
0.66909

1.01453
(5)

Reduced Chi-Square: 0.00622, R2 (Coefficient of
determination): 0.99687, and adjusted R2: 0.99664,

( ) (( ) )

( )

( )

( )

= / −T T
wt

Viscosity 1.11064 ⁎
⁎ .

24.46 0
0.61507

0.85601
(6)

Reduced Chi-Square: 0.00909, R2: 0.97995, and
adjusted R2: 0.97847,

Figure 15: Consistency index “m” (a) and power-law index “n” (b) against temperature for various mass concentrations.
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Figure 16: Confirmation of recommended correlation with original measurements; Viscosity via mass concentration and nanofluid tem-
perature for varied SRs.
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( ) (( ) )

( )

( )

( )

= / −T T
wt

Viscosity 1.11072 ⁎
⁎ .

36.69 0
0.58931

0.74706
(7)

Reduced Chi-Square: 0.00616, R2: 0.98006, and
adjusted R2-Square: 0.97859,

( ) (( ) )

( )

( )

( )

= / −T T
wt

Viscosity 1.09064 ⁎
⁎ .

61.15 0
0.54171

0.62346
(8)

Reduced Chi-Square: 0.00362, R2: 0.98062, and
adjusted R2: 0.97918,

( ) (( ) )

( )

( )

( )

= / −T T
wt

Viscosity 1.08272 ⁎
⁎ .

73.38 0
0.52778

0.58263
(9)

Reduced Chi-Square: 0.00323, R2: 0.97934, and
adjusted R2: 0.97781,

( ) (( ) )

( )

( )

( )

= / −T T
wt

Viscosity 1.07025 ⁎
⁎ .

122.3 0
0.49058

0.45972
(10)

Reduced Chi-Square: 0.0019, R2: 0.99872, and
adjusted R2: 0.99863,
where “T” and “wt” are temperature and mass concen-
tration, respectively, and “T0” is 25°C, and viscosity is in
centipoise [71].

The recommended equation could be confirmed by
the original viscosity information. Equation (11) is employed
to correlate deviation. The highest deviation of margin
exhibited in Figure 17, which quantified 1.8% (for 10 RPM)
and 0.96% (for 100 RPM), exhibits such original equation
with significant accuracy [71].

⎡
⎣
⎢

⎤
⎦
⎥=

−μ μ
μ

Dev ⁎ 100.Exp Pred

Pred
(11)

3.2.3.2 ANN
In this study, viscosity for each SR (12.23, 24.46, 36.69,
61.15, 73.38, and 122.3 s−1), in 5 mass concentrations (1.0,
1.5, 2.0, 2.5, and 3.5 mg/mL), and 6 temperatures (25, 30,
35, 40, 45, and 50°C) were measured. This means that for
each SR, 30 data (5 mass concentrations for 6 tempera-
tures) were measured. However, the gap between the
measured values is unknown.

To cut down the data-gathering cost and to find all
the data for each mass concentration or temperature,
ANN modeling was done with an acceptable margin of
deviation. Thus, any researcher who wants to calculate
the viscosity of graphene/water at any mass concentra-
tion or temperature can use the original equations in this
study.

Graphene viscosity was modeled in this study. There
are three inputs for this model: SR, mass concentration,
and temperature. Also, Output for this model is viscosity
[71]. Thus, an ANN was applied. ANN has the output and
hidden layers. The output layer has a linear transfer func-
tion, while 16 sigmoid neurons are in the hidden layer.
For the training algorithm, the Bayesian regularization
backpropagation is engaged [72–74]. A model trained
for 122.3–12.23 (1/s). Figure 18 displays the main data
contour as dashed lines, while the trained data contour
is shown as solid lines. It is noticeable that SR critically
affects foretoken viscosity. Further, it is detected that
viscosity increases with mass concentration increment.
However, it decreases with the temperature increment.
Also, mass concentration has a major impact [75–77].
ANN is successful in predicting behaviors of the nano-
fluid stand on viscosity’s analytical variations, which

Figure 17: Affirmation of original correlation with from factual data
for (a) 10 RPM and (b) 100 RPM.

2780  Saeed Alqaed et al.



gained in non-modeled temperature, SR, and wt%. The
optimum hidden neurons number is 2/3 the size of the
input layer plus the size of the output layer. Equations

(12) and (13) are the ANN equations set on the empirical
viscosity data.

For 12.23 s−1:

Figure 18: Main outcome (dashed lines) and trained outcome (solid lines) contour at (a) 10, (b) 20, (c) 30, (d) 50, (e) 60, and (f) 100 RPM.
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⎜ ⎟⎜ ⎟

(

(( ( ) ( )) ))

( (( (( )

) ) ))

⎛

⎝
⎛
⎝

(( ( ) ( )) )
(( (( ) ) ) )

⎞
⎠
⎞

⎠

= + −

/ / −

+ − /

/ / +

× −
/ / − +

/ / /

-R

T T

T T
square 0 9999

Vis 0.61638 0.8301 ⁎ exp 0.5
⁎ pow log wt 4.03049 0.4398 ,2

2.25745 ⁎ exp 0.5 ⁎ pow log
0.10084 1.45263 ,2 7.78167 ⁎

exp 0.5 ⁎
pow log wt 4.03049 0.4398 ,2
pow log 0.10084 1.45263 ,2

,

: . .

0

0

(12)

And for 122.3 s−1:

( ) (

(( ( ( ))

( )) ))

( (( (( ) ) ) ))

( )

⎛

⎝

⎜
⎜

⎛

⎝

⎜
⎜

(( ( ( ))

( )) )
(( (( ) ) ) )

⎞

⎠

⎟
⎟

⎞

⎠

⎟
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= + − −

/ ×

/ − +

× − / / /

+ −

−

/ ×

/ − +

/ / /

-

−

−

R

T T

T T
square 0 9999

Vis 16.00977 18.16831 ⁎ exp 0.5
⁎ pow log wt 5.53936 10

37.41451 ,2 40.73228 ⁎
exp 0.5 ⁎ pow log 0.48682 0.95364 ,2

47.22344

⁎ exp 0.5 ⁎
pow log wt 5.53936 10

37.41451 ,2
pow log 0.48682 0.95364 ,2

,

: . .

10

0

10

0

(13)

where “T” and “wt” are temperature and mass concen-
tration, respectively, “T0” is 25°C, and viscosity is in cen-
tipoise [71].

4 Conclusion

In this research, graphene, a two-dimensional material,
was produced via the top-down technique while a homo-
geneous and stable nanofluid was made. Then, graphene–
water nanofluid dynamic viscosity at a temperature range
of 25–50°C and mass concentration range of 1.0–3.5mg/mL
was measured. Newtonian behavior appeared in the
base fluid, but though graphene was dispersed in DW,
nanofluid demonstrated the non-Newtonian (pseudo-
plastic behavior).

Viscosity shifts the flow features of a liquid which is a
primary factor in demonstrating forces that should be
overcome when fluids are transported in pipelines or
employed in lubrication. Thus, the following results con-
clude which temperature and which concentration should
be used:
• For 1.0 mg/mL nanofluid, from 25–50°C at 10 RPM, visc-
osity decreased by 56.9% and at 100 RPM, viscosity
decreased by 42.5%.

• For 2.0 mg/mL nanofluid, from 25–50°C at 10 RPM,
viscosity decreased by 54.9% and at 100 RPM, viscosity
decreased by 42.3%.

• For 3.5 mg/mL nanofluid, from 25–50°C at 10 RPM, visc-
osity decreased by 38.5% and at 100 RPM, viscosity
decreased by 33.3%.

Finally, the simple and reliable equations that can
predict the rheological behavior of graphene/water nano-
fluid are calculated with R2 = 0.99 (deviation).

For future works, the viscosity of other carbon-based
materials instead of graphene can be compared with this
study. Also, the water can be replaced by oil, ethylene
glycol, propylene glycol, etc., and the results can be com-
pared with this work.
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