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Unique In Your Domain

Utilising resources to strengthen your 
position in the Library and Faculty 
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Introduction

 My tasks as cataloguer at the Veterinary Science Library
 Time for change: the era of  UPSpace and metadata
 New ways to organise information and deliver quality products
 Job profile was changing: “subject-specific” information organiser
 Seeing the bigger picture
 Presenting options not objections
 Being pro-active rather than reactive



Background of our Digital Collections

• Scarce and valuable resources
• Veterinary Science - focus area in 2006
• Historical items, documents and memorabilia were scattered 
• Partners with the Faculty of Veterinary Science, Onderstepoort Veterinary 

Institute and the Veterinary History Society of the South African Veterinary 
Association to deliver essential information to Africa and the rest of the 
world

• Teamwork with the information specialists 
• Important best practices

• Identify resources
• Metadata
• Marketing of collections
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Identify Potential Digital Collections

• Be visible: meetings, Open day events, 
Faculty Day, exhibitions

• Create an awareness to transform from 
paper to digital format

• Tacit knowledge is vulnerable 
• Identify “adopters of open access” in 

the community served
OP Faculty Day 2017

OP Open Day 2019
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Digital Collections is not only About Editing …

 Identifying and evaluating the resources
 Copyright clearance
 Downloading of files for cleaning up and downscaling
 Creating the collections : writing of introductions, creating logo’s
 Creating templates 
 Tagging with unique terms for linking
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Examples of our Collections

Introduction and Logo of a 
Collection

Template for a Collection

Logo

Description and 
copyright



7

Making Resources Available

• Digitisation and uploading of digital 
resources

• Adding metadata
• International standards – Dublin Core, 

LC Subject headings,  RDA
• Written documentation on the process 

is essential 
• Quality control
• Good metadata promotes good digital 

collections 
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Metadata Documentation

• Metadata documentation available on:
Intranet – Cataloguing (LTS) – Metadata 

Documentation
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You Can be A “Publisher” for the Faculty

 Create a “publication” collection for a 
conference proceedings 

 Electronic access 
 Skills Laboratory (InVeST

Proceedings)
 Veterinary History Society (WAVH 

proceedings)



The Goals We Reached 

• 24 veterinary collections establish since 2006
• Capture a variety of media types: slides, conference proceedings, journal 

articles, biomedical illustrations, lectures, news articles, multimedia and 
veterinary newsletters

• Trustworthy and reliable metadata supplied by veterinary experts
• Future collections: Tick collection, OP Veterinary Student Council Photo 

Collection

. 
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South African National Veterinary Repository

• Historical resources from UP, 
OVI and the Veterinary History 
Society of SAVA

• Onderstepoort Journal of 
Veterinary Research – 2399 
articles

• Historic Veterinary Glass Plate 
Collection – 327 items
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Flagship Collections (1)

 Christine Seegers Biomedical Illustrations : The Elephant
 This collection of the African Elephant includes various views of 

skulls, vertebrae, the female pelvis, ribs, scapulae etc.
 Outstanding Paper Award (Emerald Literati Network Awards for 

Excellence in 2009) for best practices and workflow for a digital 
collection.
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Flagship Collections (2)

 Historic Glass Plate Collection
 Scanned images of the historical glass plate collection of 

photographs of the ARC-Onderstepoort Veterinary Research.
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Flagship Collections (3)

 Sir Arnold Theiler Memorial Lectures
 Collection of presentations from invited speakers on Faculty day, 

a special, dedicated occasion which focuses on the research 
activities of the Faculty of Veterinary Science.
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Flagship Collection (4)

 Faculty of Veterinary Science Class 
Photo Collection
 Faculty was founded in 1920.
 Second oldest veterinary faculty 

in Africa. And the only one in 
South Africa

 First eight South African trained 
veterinarians qualified in 1924.

 This collection consists of class 
photos of all the graduates from 
the Faculty since its beginning.

 125 photos of BVSc, Medunsa
BVSC and DVN graduates
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Libguides

 Open Access – mainly for our Alumni
 Faculty Newsletters and Publications – important for highlighting our 

activities in research and learning and for a historical timeline
 Faculty of Veterinary Science Sustainable Development Goals –

emerging space (Prof Kupe)
 South African National Veterinary Repository – veterinary history in 

South Africa
 The Libguide is the main “host” or “cover page”  - links all relevant 

items and information resources together
 Metadata in UPSpace - backbone for our Libguides
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Open Access Libguide
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Veterinary Science Newsletters and Publications
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South African National Veterinary Repository 
(SANVR)
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Veterinary Science SDG Libguide: Home (1)
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Veterinary Science SDG Libguide : Learn More about 
the SDGs (2)
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SDG-related Veterinary Research at UP Page (3)



23

Tagging of Veterinary Science Resources in UPSpace

 Tagging of veterinary science open access articles, theses and news 
articles – from 2015 when SDG initiative was started

 Each item is tag according to the SDG description and keywords 
extract from the description

 Example: Some of the following words must be present in the item to 
be tagged as a SDG-3:

 Animal health
 Pets
 Human-animal relationship
 One Health
 Zoonoses
 Antimicrobial resistance
 Animal welfare



24

Examples of the Tags in UPSpace

 Tags for the different links in the Libguide

Veterinary Science 
Articles

Veterinary Science 
Theses

Veterinary Science 
Activities
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How to Retrieve the Link for SDG Libguide
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What I learned from this SDG Project

 Hard work and time consuming to tag the existing items from 2015 in 
UPSpace

 Subscribe to the relevant collections to get e-mails from UPSpace
for the new items that is uploaded to keep up with tagging

 No need to update the UPSpace links on the SDG Libguide as the 
items are automatically added to the lists through the link

 Tagging can be difficult - retrieve keywords from the SDG 
descriptions to help with identifying tags for the different SDGs

 To be successful we need to become involved in linking the research 
data of our Faculty to sustainable development and to play a role in 
the awareness of the SDGs to our users.
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Keeping the Faculty Informed

 Using a blog on Libguides to keep users up to date
 Things to post : new e-books, workshops, conferences, etc
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Lessons Learned

• Share your findings, joys and sorrows
• Demonstrate the relevancy of 

cataloguers in the digital age
• Value the collaborative effort from all 

parties involved

Presentation: 44th 
International Congress of 

the WAHVM, 2020

Article: OCLC Systems & Services: 
International digital library 
perspectives, 2009



It is our digital products, collections and 
archives of research and historical 
resources that give us purpose and 

differentiation

Thank You
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