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''GIJIDE 
to tl1e 

By 

P. C. LITCHFIELD 

THE PENNY BLACK was the first adhesive postage stamp and became available for
postage on May 6th, 1840. It has become the most popular postage stamp among 
!:'tamp collectors, for every schoolboy wants one , as well as those who appreciate beauty 
of design, for it has been rarely equalled and never bettered. 

The philatelist likes to have more than one example showing the various impres
sions, plate varieties, coloured cancellations and all those aspects that go to make up the 
minutire of the hobby. 

The specialist may be one of those collectors like the author who only coll ects this 
one stamp and whose goal is to obtain one of each lettering from each of the eleven 
plates. This is difficult but not impossibh, for the stamp is not r a re, some 68,158,080 
copies being printed, of which something like 10 per cent. have survived over a hundred 
years. 

Some examples are more rare than others, for the printings from each plate were· 
far from equal. Certain varieties are worth as much as £200 in fine condition. The 
r-ommonest are worth about a pound in average condition. Poor copies can be bought . 
for a few shillings. 

In this book thet·e is sufficient information to enable the collector with a primary 
knowledge of the hobby to identify and "p1a te" any penny black that may be in his: 
possession. Who knows, he m a y have th2 one ~orth £200 ! 

Price 25/- Nett 
Send your order with remittance to 

PH/LATE.UC PUBLISHERS 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.I 
Telephone: Trafalgar 4034-5 

Cables: "Stamps, London" 

Also at: Bournemouth, Philadelphia and Melbourne 

111111 
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ii THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST January, 1950 

~llllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll~ 

SELECTED COLONIALS 
. 

All Mint and Super 
ANTIGUA: 1920-29 £1 purple and blk./red, S.G. 61 ......... . 

ASCENSION: 1924-33 ½d,-3/-, S.G. 10-20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

BAHAMAS: 1912-19 £1 grn. and blk., S.G. 92 . . . . . ............ . 

Do., 1920 "Peace" ½tl,-1/-, S.G. 117-121 ....... . 

BARBADOS: 1912 ¼d,-3/- complete, S.G. 170-180 ... . 

BASUTOLAND: 1933 ½d.-10/-, S.G. 1-10 ......... . 

BECHUANALAND: 1932 ½d.-10/-, S.G. 99-110 ..... . 

BERMUDA: 1920-1 Commemoratives, S.G. 59-76 ............... . 

Do., 1922-35 12/6 grey and orange, S.G. 93 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

CYPRUS: 1928 Commemorative ¾d.-£1, S.G. 123-132 . . . . . . . . 

DOMINICA: 1914 5/- red. and green/yellow, S.G., 54 ......... . 

!:.7 10 0 

8 10 0 

7 10 0 
2 7 6 

10 0 0 

5 0 0 

6 10 0 

9 10 0 

6 6 0 

·-

Do., £1 purple and black/red, S.G. 87 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

F'ALKLAND ISLS.: 1933 Centenary £1 blk. and carmine, S.G. 90 . . . . . . 

GOLD COAST: 1921-25 15/-, Die I, dull purple and grn., S.G. 100 .. 

12 10 0 

3 0 0 
7 0 0 ~-

35 0 0 :.:=E 
-· 

KENYA: 1935-36 lc.-£1, S.G. 110-123 ................... . 

7 10 0 ~ 

9 10 0 

MALTA: 1914-22 5/- green and red--yellow, S.G. 87 . . . . . ...... . 

Do., 1921-22 10/- black, S.G. 104 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

ST. HELENA: 1922-27 £1 purple and black/red, S.G. 96 ........... . 

SIERRA LEONE: 1912-16 £2 blue and dull purple, S.G. 135 . . . . 

Do., £5 orange and green, S.G. 136 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Do., 1932 ½d.-£1, S.G. 155-167 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

SOUTHERN NIGERIA: 1912 £1 purple and black/red, S.G. 5L1 ..... . 

SUDAN: 1931 Airs, 3m.-10p., S.G. 49a-57d 

Do., 1935 Godon, 5-m.-50p., S.G. 59-67 . . . . . ·. . . . . . . . . 

5 0 0 
14 0 0 

7 0 0 

14 0 0 
37 10 0 
12 10 0 

6 0 0 

7 10 0 

12 0 0 

All collectors of better class British Empire welcome. Very fine stocks, all 

mint, strong in speciali'sed Unions, Rhodesia, obsolete George VI and George V. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

Box No. 1607 Hours 10 a.m .. 2.30 p.m. Phones: Office 33-8494 ( Residence) 43-1519 
f-

~11\llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll!!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllrr: 
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(See also Marion Island). 

Ascension, Stamps perf. 14 ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 8 
Auction Sales .............................. 46, 79, I 14, 143, 185 
Australia: 

New issues ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 14, 48, 60, 132 
National Exhibition .............................. 70, 151 
Stamp Leakages ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... . ..... 89, 104 

Austria ...................................................... 48, 62, 172 
Basutoland: 

New printings ................................................ 34, 6r 
"Aniline" Victory Id. stamp ...... ...... ...... ...... 75 
Official Air Service .......................................... 121 

Bechuanaland ...................................................... 34, 60 
Belgian Congo ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 20, 132 
Belgium .......................................... 31, 62, 132, 149 
Broom, Dr. R., Honour to 16 
Canada ...................................................... 2, 47, 164 
Cape of Good Hope: 

Black 4d. triangular, correspondence 23 
Triangular watermark variety ...... ...... 30 
"Cancelled" stamps ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 48 
An uncatalogued error-D. B.. Armstrong 87 
"Kuruman Besieged" stamps-½'. Kew-

lands ........................................................................ 150 
Sale of "Steven.son" collection ...... ...... . ..... 185 
A "Cape Triangular" contest ........................ 200 

Colonials. (British), general 2, 8, 39, 47, 79, 
91, I I6, 148, 149 

Comoro Archipelago ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... .. .... 
Congress (See Philatelic Federation). 
Cyrenaica ........................................................... . 
Czechoslovakia ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... .. ... . 

30 

81 
8 

J)enmark ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 30 
East Africa, Letter Cards .............................. 39, 62 
Editorials 1, 17, 33 (See also 70), IOI, 117, 

149, 
Eire ............................................................ 5, 31, 

1950 
Exchanges Wanted .................................... 31, 86, 189 
France ...................................................... 48, 132, 189 
Germany ...... ...... ...... ...... .. ......................... 30, 75, 100 
Great Britain: 

Philatelic Congress of, ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 2 
London International Exhibition, 1, 31, 52, 

70, 91, II6 
Philatelic Agency in New York ...... ...... 89 
Overprinted stamps made valid ...... ...... 174 
Colour changes ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 174 
2nd Editnon of Seymour's book ...... 174 
Channel Is. Local .stamps ...... ...... ...... ...... 189 

Greece ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 161 
Griqualand West ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 47 
Holland ( See Netherlands). 
Hungary ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 30, 48, 62, I 15, 148 
India ........................................................................ 14, 46 
Indonesia .............................. 48, 60, 86, II6, 171 
Israel .................................... 14, 61, mo, 121, 168 200 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika: 

New Issues .................................... 31, 100 148 
Postage stamps invalid for Revenue ...... ...... 62 
East African Air Letter cards ............ 39, 62 
Plate Numbers, etc ..................................... 72, 149 

Korea ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 152 
"Kuruman Besieged" stamps- W. Ne,v-

lands ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 150 
Marion Island mails .............................. 47, 78, 174 
Mauritius ...... .. .............................................. 132, 020 
Mozambique ...................................................... 21, 174 
Natal: 

Edwardian Colour Proofs; A. H. Sydow 92 
T.P.O ......................................................................... 200 

New Zealand .......................................... 14, 100, II6 
Netherlands .............................. 14, 60, 79, 86, 117, 168 
~~the_rland Indies (See Indonesia). 
N 1ger1a ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 8, I 1 7 
Northern Rhodesia: 

N e,v printing ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 60 
Field Force, World War I ...... ...... ...... ...... 72 
Mobile Post Office ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 168 

Nor,vay ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ,85 
Nyasaland: 

Plate Nos. and New printing ...... ...... ...... 72 
Field Force, World War I ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 72 
Diamond Jubilee issue, 1951 .............................. 184 

Obituaries: 
P. L. Pemberton ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 8 
Mario de Sanctis ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 8 
J.. W. K. Schofield ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 8 
H. N. B. Hawke_______ ~ 

P. Loewenstein ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 62 
W. J. Giovanetti ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 182 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

• W. J. Plo\VS ...................................................... 182 
Orange Free State: . · 

Early Records, Postcard issues ...... ...... ...... 4~ 
Edwardian Colour Proofs : A. H. Sydow 92 
Historic Philatelic Link with Republic, 

by M. Pienaar (See also 168, 171) ............ 134 

Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa: 
1949 Congress and Executive meetings 5, IOI 

1950 Congress and Exhibition 16, 176, 184, 194 
Roll of Honour Biographies ...... .. .... 39, 69, IOI 
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Philatelettes, by Mrs. Butler ...... ...... ...... ...... 28 
Philately and Poultry, by A. Hilton Sydow 28 
"The Junior Collector" .................................... I 15 
Portions and Proportions, by W. Froelich 156 

Poland, by Robert A. Wilson ........................ 57, 74 

Portuguese East Africa (See Mozambique). 
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H. R. Harmer, 24th Annual Resume ...... ...... L.j. 
Robson Lowe, A Review 1948-49 ...... ...... ...... I4 
P. C. Lichfield, Guide Line.s to id Blaok 22 

Stamp Collectors Annual ...... ...... ...... ...... 22 
Gibbons Simplified catalogue ...... ...... ...... 22 

British Stamp varieties (Alcook) ...... ...... 22 
The Great Mail (Huber & Wagner) 46 
Rex K.G. VI catalogue (A. 0. Crane) 46 
J ugoslavia catalogue ............ _. .............. : .. _...... ...... 52 
Collecting for Boys and Girls (Williams) 52 
U.S. Famous Americans, 1940 ...... ...... ...... ...... 76 
Rhodesia & Nyasaland postmarks (Dann) 76 

· Gibbons catalogue, part VIII ...... ...... ...... 76 
U.S. 2c. recut Dies (Barkhausen) ............ I06 
Gibbons catalogue, parts Ill & IV ............ 106 
Cape Triangular stamps (Stevenson) ...... IOb 
Stamps Day by Day (L.N. & M. Williams) 142 
Standard Catalogue (Whitfield King) ...... 142 
Approaches to Philately (Erskine) ............ 142 
German Colonials & Cancellations (Ey) 142 
Air Post stamp catalogue (Silombra) ...... 143 
Gibbons KG.VI catalogue .............................. 167 
Catalogue of France (Thiaud) ........................ 167 
Collecting Stamps (L.N. & M. Williams) 182 
N.S.W. Philatelic Annual 1950 ........................ 182 
Phil. Assoc. of the Philippines ........................ 182 
Scots Local Cancellations (Meredith) ...... 182 

Rhodesia ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 47 

Seychelles ............................................................ 167, 182 

Short Notices ........................ 31, 62, 72, 86, II5, 132 

Society News 16, 32, 44, 63, 80,. 94, r 12, 122, 
144, 158, 180, 198 

Somalia ............................................................ 20, I 14 

South Africa (See Union of South Africa). 

Southern Africa: 
T.P.O.'s, Old & New; J. H Harvey Pirie 

88, Ibo 
De la Rue Colour Proofs, Edwardian and 

Georgian .stamps of Natal, O.R.C., and 
Union; A.H. Sydow .......................................... 92 

Southern Rhodesia: 
Imperforate stamps of Ist issue; A. Kap-

lan (See also 133) ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 6 
Thin paper varieties .................. ·:···· .................. II6 
Diamond Jubilee commemorative ....... 132, 155 
Gelatine Shift on Matabele Anmversary 

stamp; A. H. Sydow .......................................... 160 

South West Africa: 
Roto O'pt. on Voortrekker Monument 

issue ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 5 
Double roulette on Id. Bantam ...... ...... ...... 38 
Union Royal Visit stamps used in S.W.A. 64 

"Aniline" Icl. Victory stamp ...... ...... ...... ...... 75 
Overprint variety on 2d. Bantam, 132, 135 
New Air Letter overprint .............................. 152 

Stamp.s (See also Philately): 
A Symphony Concert; E.. Schaiowitz ...... 18 
A Printer studies Stamp Collecting; A. 

I. Mackenzie ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 42 
Stamps with a Story; W.. Loxley-

Chaming ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 54, 97, 162, I 72 

Stamp Centenaries ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 56 
Easter Seals ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 60 
Competition for Union designs ...... ...... ...... 68 
De la Rue Colour Proofs of Edwardian 

and Georgian Stamps of Natal, O.R.C., 
" anA ~;iion; A. H. Sydow ...... ...... ...... 92 
Amlme stamps ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... roo 

Mistakes in Stamps; A. I. Mackenzie 152 
Boycotted by the F.I.P. ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 155 
Stamp Collecting; C. E. D. Enoch ·:...· ...... 174 

Sudan, New Air set ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 132 

Swaziland ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 72, 75, 148 

Transvaal: 
£5 .stamps ...................................................... ······ ...... 72 
A Bogus O'pt. on Natal Id. stamp ............ 187 

Travelling Post Offices: 
Southern Africa, Old & New; J. H. Har-

vey-Pirie ...................................................... 88, 166 
A Natal T.P.O ....................................................... 200 

Tristan da Cunha .................. 20, 78, 89, IOI, 200 

Union of South Africa: 
Voortrekker Monument Commemoratives, 

4, 26, 37, 84, 186 
Plates of U.P.U. Commemoratives; A. H. 

Sydow and W. N. Sheffield ...... ...... ...... ...... IO 

}cl. Rotos. simplified; G. N. Gilbert (See 
also 67) ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 21 

191 r Mackay Essays ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 23 
Quantities printed .............................. 24, 49, I 18, 169 
K.L.M. Voortrekker Flight ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 24 
Import and Export Regulations ...... ...... ...... 24 
Flaw on current Id. ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 25 
U.P.U. remainders & Colour classifica-

tion ............................................................ 25, 67 
New printings, 6d. and 1/- ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 25 
Variations in machine cancellations, 25, 56, 67 
Cyclometer numbers changed on ½d. ...... ...... 26 
New Air letter forms ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 27 
Broken Mast on Id. ("E" control) 36, 49, 

67, 82 
Summary of 6d. and 1/- printings 36, 37, 52 

Flaws on final printing of 1949 6d .......... 37 
IIA/IIB printings of ~d. ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 38 
U.P.U. 1;d. flaws ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 38 
Rand Show special postmark .................. 38, 66 
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plates; A. H. Sydow...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 40 
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4l P.Co. 1/1950 
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PHILATELIC FEDERATION 
FEDERATED 

NAME AND ADDRESS: 

Cape Town P.S., Box 1973 .................................... . 

Copperbelt P.S., c/o No. 12 7th Ave., Nkana, N. 
Rhodesia ............................................................................. . 

E. London P.S., c/o Box 450 .............................................. .. 
E. Rand P.S., c/o Box 155, Brakpan ............................ .. 
Gr~hamstown P.S., c/o. R. Q. Tarr, Kingswood Col. 
Jewish Guild Phil. Section, Von Brandis Street, 

Johannesburg ................................................................ .. 
Johannesburg, P.S. of, Box 4967 .................................. .. 

Maritzburg, P.S. of, Box 256, Pietermaritzburg .......... .. 
Mashonaland, P.S., Box 74, Salisbury .......................... .. 
Natal, P.S. of, Box 588, Durban ....................................... .. 

N. Transvaal P.S., c/o Miss v. Niekerk, P.O. Rita ..... . 

Nyasaland P.S., c/o Limbe Trading Co., Limbe ........... . 
O.F.S. & Basutoland P.S., Box 702, Bloemfontein .... .. 
Port Elizabeth P.S., c/o 13 Trafalgar Square .......... .. 

Pretoria P.S., Box 514 .......................................................... .. 
Pretoria Railway P.S., Railway Recreati~ n Club, 

Berea Park ...................................................................... .. 
Rhodesia; P.S. of, Box 803, Bulawayo ............................ .. 
Roodepoort Stamp Club, c/o 82 Kruger Ave., Selwyn, 

Florida .................................................................................. .. 
Springs P.S., c/o No. 25, 5th St., New Township, 

~-~~~~~girii""sf'amp· cfub·;· ifox .... 1~i'6- :.:·.:·.· ::::.:· .·::::: :::::: :::::: :::::: 
W. Rand Stamp Club, c/o U 184, W. Rand Consol. 

Mines ................................................................................... . 

The 

OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

SOCIETIES 

MEETINGS: 

2nd and 4th Thursdays, 8 p.m., Mountain Club 
Rooms, Yorkshire Ho., Strand St. 

2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m., Colosseum Theatre T'ea Rooms 
3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Regent Hotel, Benoni. 
2nd Thursdays, 8 p.m., 120 Hight Street. 

Last Thursdays, 8 p.m., Jewish Guild. 
2nd Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, 7.45 p.m., Public 

Library. 

2nd. Wednesday, Room 4, Polytechnic, 5th Street. 
1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7.30 p.m., Durban Camera 

Club, 319 Smith Street. 
3rd Wednesdays, Goldfields Hotel, Pietersburg, at 

8 p.m. 

Free State Technical College, 7.30 p.m., 4th Fridays. 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7.45 p.m., Room 3, City Hall 

Basement. 
1st & 3rd Mondays, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

2nd Wednesdays, 7.30 p.m., Railway Recreation Club 

3rd Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., Savoy Hotel, 
Roodepoort. 

2nd Mondays, 7.30 p.m., Board Room, New Era Press 
1st Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

1st Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Royal Hotel, Krugersdorp. 
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I 
..... ······-·····-· ···-··----
%e Editor's Corner 

• 
It is :on the whole very pleasant to be back 

n the editor's chair, wielding the blue pencil 
and the scissors and paste again after a holi
day from them of eight months. The only 
fly in the ointment is that it is rather sug
gestive of hard work. I often wonder if any
one who has not tried his hand at it realises 
just how much work there is in getting a 
magazine out month after month. 

But I must not start off in a grumbling 
mood-it just isn't done. Instead, I would 
like to. express my heart£ elt thanks to. Adv. I. 
Isaacs for so kindly and efficiently actil1g as 
editor in my absence; he was so modest about 
it, too, that he never even announced that he 
was so acting. 

Thanks are a]so due to Mr. W. N. Sheffield, 
sub-editor for "Union Notes." I found that 
these pag1es are very much appreciated by 
collectors of Uni-on stamps in Britain; it is 
a popular country there and I met quite a 
few enthusiasts who spoke warmly of the help 
given them by these notes. 

Collecting in Britain: 
Stamp. collecting is unquestionably an in

creasingly popular hobby in Britain; a host of 
new societies is springing up and many c-oun
ties or districts have their local federation of 
societies, in addition to the country-wide 
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. The fear 
is expressed, indeed, that the hobby is being 
over-organised. Probably the majority, even 
the great majority, of collectors only go in 
for modern issues and this trend is reflected 
in the number of dealers there are in London 
and in the provinces who only handle modern 
issues. These people do not 1·ea1ly know much 
about stamps, amy more than does your iron
monger about the nails and screws he ·sells 
you. They are only interested in a quick 

~urn over at a reasonable small profit on each 
item, although some material may be salted 
away for future appreciation. The amount of 
capital sunk in stamps must be on the whole 
very large. One wonders whether this is go
ing to be good for the hobby. 

Many collectors seem to have similar 
doubts, and out of the host of new issue col
~ectors _then': have developed, and are develop
mg, philatelists who really study their stamps 
and collect along specialised lines of their own. 
Such collectors are tending to group them
selves into study circles or clubs of those in
terested in a more or less the same group of 
subjects. Collecting on such lines means more 
hunting for material, it cannot iust be 
ordered, but that adds hugely to the fun of it. 

There are dealers to whom it is still a 
pleasure for this class of collector to visit, 
mostly old-established firms. From them one 
can expect a warm welcome, intelligent talk 
and opportunity to browse over their stocks, 
in which some desired items can often be 
found. Once · a collector's special tastes are 
known, these dealers will keep items of in
terest for him to see and there is. a delightful 
feeling, of intimacy in doing business this 
way. So diff<>rent froP1 the impersonal un
intelligent service in other quarters 

The 1950 London International Exhibition: 
The success o:f this exhibition (May 6th to 

13th) is assured, as judged by the entries 
which . have been received and the support 
given by the trade. 

Readers may know that I have been ap
pointed by the Royal Philatelic Society as 
Commissioner for South Africa for the exhi
bition. As such I am expected to try to get 
a goodly representation of worthwhile tixhi
bits from South Africa, i.e., exhibits which 
can compete with the world's best. Unfortu
nately it is too late now to do much in that 
line, as provisional entries closed on 31st 
December. I know, however, of six exhibits 
which have been entered and there may be 
others of which I am unaware. 
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I can help exhibitors in another direction, 
however. To save them the expense and 
trouble of sending over numerous volumes for 
the consideration of the Jury, I am empow
ered to report on their collections, so that 
they need :only send o·ne or at most two 
volumes ( of 60 pages each). The maximum 
which the Jury will in any circumstances 
judge in London will be five frames (100 
pages) and two albums ( 120 pages). 

Exhibitors who have already entered are 
advised therefore to communicate with me at 
23 Victoria Stn.et, Oaklands, Johannesburg. 

Anyone considering visiting- the exhibition 
is strongly advised to book accommodation in 
London at the earliest possible moment. If 
necessary Mr. R. F. A. Ric:sco, F.R.P.S.L., 
(41 Devonshire Place, London W.1) will help 

you in this matter. The British Industries 
Fair is on at the same time and London will 
be crowded with visitors. 

Passages should als-o be bnoked ve·ry soon, 
whether by sea or by air. The latest mail 
boat which will arrive in time is the one leav
ing Cape Town on 21st April. The latest 
connecting air liners from Johannesburg are 
the flying-boat of 30th April and the Sky
master of 4th May. 

Philatelic ·Congress of Great Britain: 
This will be held at Tunbridge Wells, Kent, 

on May 16-19 and attendance might well be 
considered along with a visit to the Inter~ 
nati-onal. Intending visitors, whether as so
ciety delegates or as private individuals, 
should communicate early •.vith the local or
ganising Secretary, Mr. B. T. Stevenson, 12 
Lonsdale Gardens, Tunbridge V.l ells, Kent, for 
reserving accommodation. 

J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 

On saying Tot Siens to tbeir 
South African friends 

Mr. and Mrs. DOUGLAS ARMSTRONG 
(of Stamp Collecting Ltd). 

desire to thank, most sincerely, all those whose 
kindness and hospitality enable them to take 
away the happiest memories of their visit to 
the Union. 
The only regret is that time did not permit 
them to accept the many invitations received 
from philatelists in the Transvaal and Rhodesia. 

CANADA 
Five stamps with portraits of the King 

were originally announced for issue on 6th 
June. After distribution to post offices, they 
were called in to have the words "Postes" and 
"Postage" added. Some apparently leaked 
out, a•::id although the amended issue ( 1, 2, 3, 
4 and 5 cents) was released on 15th November, 
the original stamps are being made available 
to collectors. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 

· Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Sierra Leone. Full Gibbons Catalogue 
prices offered for superb used copies 
of S.G. Numbers 47, 49, 50 to 53, 77 
to 83, 123 to 127. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182, Johan
nesburg. 

For 100 to 1,000 assorted mint or used 
commemoratives of your country I 
give equal number South American 
and European commemoratives or air
mails of equal grade. Registered 
sendings only. Members APS, SP A, 
etc. 

GERARDO THOOLEN, CRUZ CHICA 
Cb. Argentina. 

Wanted. Wholesale quantities of small 
African Colonies and others. Insets, 
packets, lots. Payment in cash, Mint 
commems. at face, or used U.S. stamps, 
at below standard wholesale. 1,000 
mixed U.S. commems. fine, used, about 
60 vars. $5.00. Many others, Pr. 10-
100. Send off er.s AIRMAIL. Register 
valuables. No deals below $5.00. 

Eric Storm, 1288 Mission Street, San 
Francisco 3, U.S.A., Bank of America, 
1 Powell Street, San Francisco. 

Wanted, Union, S.W.A., Territorials, 
Congo, Mozambique, etc., used pic
torials and airmails per 100 or 1,000. 
Cash or exchange. 

Louis _ Fladger, 401 Farmington Ave., 
Hartford 5, Cor .. ::i., U.S.A. 

CEYLON 
Thanks for an attractive first-day cover 

(10th October) with the three U.P.U. stamps 
( 5, 15 and 25c), sent by Noor Hameems, 
stamp dealers, 21 Upper Chatham Street, 
Colombo, with the compliments of J. Han
naney, stamp dealer, P.O. Box 148, Baghdad, 
Iraq. 

Five more values, 5c, 15c, 30c, 75c and 
Rl, are amnounced of the new pictorial series. 
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! IT IS CONDITION ; 
· THAT COUNTS ; 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE ; 

Pairs 
Blocks 
Covers 

TRIANGULARS ; 
Mint 
and 

Used 

Shades 
Postmarks 

Woodblocks 

RECTANGULARS 
Fine copies of . many items hard to find 
in really good condition. Enquiries from 
serious · collectors receive prompt and i 
careful attention. (Refer€>11ces appre-

ciated.) 

IF YOU WISH TO BUY OR1 SELL ! 
t RARE STAMPS IT WILL PAY YOU i ! TO CONSULT i 
f H;92 ~~J!!~~~.1!.~P i 
t ........... ~~~~~~~ ......... l 
~ ..... ~ ♦·♦ ~~ +-+-♦♦- ••••••••••••••• ~ 

I BUY AT AUCTION I i and pay a FAIR PRICE i 
: SELL AT AUCTION ; t ♦ 
t and receive a FAIR PRICE ! 
i i 
♦ fjl • 

i ~ i 
i : ~ EASTBOURNE t 
♦ ♦ 

t STAMP AUCTION'S • : t t LIMITED : 

♦ 34 South Street. Eastbourne, Sussex, • ! England. ! 
l Cables : Rarities, Eastbourne. l 
J ............................................... •••••••••• j 

Telephone 33-3989 Tel. Add.: OSROB 

R. OSBORNE 
STAMP DEALER 

58 LOVEDAY ST., JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. Box 6710 

Very fine selection . of KG V 
mint open for inspection. 
Want lists promptly attended. 
Better class. stamps of all 

(> 

countries bought. 

Ask for free specimen copy of 
"Philatelic Magazine." 

Subscription 10/- p.a. (26 copies) 
post free. 

Special Clearance Offers : 
Empire Silver Weddings, low 

values complete, mint . . £1 7 6 

U.P.U., as above, mint . . . . 1 7 6 

Coronation complete, mint . . 4 10 0 

Royal Visit ( S. Africa), cpl. 
mint (26) . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 10 6 

Victory, Empire cpl., mint . . 3 10 0 

Foreign U. P. U. 
Miniature Sheets 

Limited supplies of oddmmts from all 

over the world available for inspection 

on approval. No lists. 

A. LICHT1ENSTEIN~ 
B.P.A. 

BOX 576, BLOEMFONTEIN 

3 
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Yoortrekker ~Ionument Commemoratives': 
The special series of ld., Hd. and 3d. post

age stamps issued by the Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs to commemorate the inaugu
ration of th~ Voortrekker Monument at 
Pretoria on the 16th December, 1949, appeared 
on sale at all post offices in the Union o•:1 the 
1st December, 1949. 

This is the third of the three special issues 
of commemorative stamps which the Minis
ter stated in the Senate, in the early part of 
1949, would be circulated by his Department 
during the course of the year, and judging 
by reports this last issue has undoubtedly 
proved a most attractive a11d popular set. 

Designed by Mr. W. H. Coetzer, the South 
African artist, the three stamps'--,vhicn were 
described in our November, 1949, issue-
symbolise incidents in one of the major epi
sodes of South African history, and to a 
Union collector they form a very fitting 
emblem for marking and commemorating a 
great occasion. Despite a wealth of detail in 
the designs, the reproduction and finish on all 
three denominations is of a particularly high 
standard and coupled with a nearly perfect 
freedom from printing flaws, and also the fact 
that each stamp bears a bi-lingual inscription, 
the issue has generally been acclaimed as an 
excellent one. 

Referring to the very welc:ome appearance 
of the bi-lingual inscriptions on the starnp.s, a 
letter received from Mr. T. F. Allpass men
tions that the habit of purchasing "bi-lingual 
pairs"-acquired through many years of col
lecting the Union's stamps--by no means died 
a sudden death on the day of the issue of the 
"Vo·ortrekkers," for to his knowledge a con
siderable number of First-clay enthusiasts 
continued to favour sets in pairs. With the 
adoption of the dual inscription on each 
·stamp, however, the necessity of collecting in 
pairs completely falls away and there appears 
to be no point in continuing the practice with 
new issues when this feature is present. 

Writing from Cap,e Town, Mr. A. H. Sydow 
notes that the cylinder numbers of ld., Hd. 
and 3d. stamps on sale at the Maitland Post 
Office were Nos. 12, 21 and 38 respectively
the same as in .Johannesburg and along the 
Reef-and that all three dE:nominations were 
printed from cylinders screened with the 
"irregular grained screen" as in the case of 
the Uni-on U.P.U. trinity. He goes on to say 
that the ld. · stamp has an intriguing colour 
and should be compared with some of the K.G. 
VI stamps described by Gibbons as "magenta/' 
·such as for instance the frame of the ld. 
Pitcairn Islands; the le., Trinidad and To
bago and the 4d. Gold Coast. Comparison 
should also be made with the Union 1925 .Air
mail 6d. printed by the "Cape Times'' by 
photo-litho offset, and again with the 6d. St. 

Lucia K.G. VI described by Gibbons as 
''claret." 

Mr. Sydow points out that in his opinion a 
pure "magenta" is a true "red-violet," and a 
red-violet is made up of 75 per cent. spectrum 
red and 25 per cent. spectrum blue. The col
our of the ld. Voortrekker stamp is a second
ary colour made up of red and blue and since 
it appears to contain more than 23 per cent. 
blue and further, does not contain the pure 
red and pure blue, but a greyish red and a 
greyish blue, he considers the mixture gives 
what he would call "Violet Lake." 

The special Voortrekkermonument date
stamp which it was arranged would be used 
by the Voortrekker Monument Post Office for 
the treatment of commemorative covers re
quiring an impression of the official opening 
date of the monument on the 16th December, 
is illustrated herewith. From all reports it 
would appear that the demand for caneella
tions with the Monument date~stamp has 
been equally as great as that for the Pre
toria "First-day" postmark. 

A list of the few printing fhws in the 
series has been submitted by Mr. I. Deke
nah, of Cape Town, and a selection of the 
more prominent and constant 10£ these follows 
the Summary of the main, features given be
low. 

Summary 
(1) Stamps-Rotogravure printed-Screened 

(irregular grained })attern)\-Format, 
37¼ x 21¼ mm.-Perforated 15 x 14-
Watermark, multiple Springbok's head, 
upright. 

(2) Colours and Cylinders--ld., Violet lake 
( magenta shade) ; Hd., Green and 3d. 
Deep Blue (steel shade)--Cylinder. Nos., 
ld. N-o. 12; Hd. No. 21, and 3d. No. 38. 

(3) Sheet Format-20 rows x 6 stamps (120) 
-All stamps bi-lingually inscribed 
"SUID-AFRIKA : SOUTH AFRICA". 

( 4) Sheet Numbers and Arrows--Four nu
merals in red printed twice on right hand 
margin-Marginal arrows on all three 
values of the solid type illustrated as No. 
9 on page 48 of the Union Standard 
Catalogue. 

Printing Flaws 
ld. Denomination 

R:ow 2/5 Coloured dots in top left hand· 
corner. 

Row 7 /1 White dot in wagon. 
Hd. Denomination 

Row 1/4 Break in line under ''F" in word 
AFRIKA. 

Row 5/ 4 Grem spot on Monument. 
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3d. Denomination 
Row 1/2 Blue spot on 1mmntain at left. 
Row 18/5 Blue spot at bottom right hand 

edge of Bible. 
Row 19/1 Broken "S" in SUID. 
Row 19 /2 White dot above "K" of AFRIKA. 
Row 19/6 Blue dot above mountain at left. 
Row 20/1 Blue dot at left of woman's 

skirt. 
Rotogravure Overprints on S.W.A. 

Voortrekker Monument Issue: 
The Voortrekker Monument Commemora

tive stamps in use in South-West Africa dur
ing the same period as thos.e in the Union, 
are of particular interest in the fact that this 
is the first occasion the letters "S \V A " have 
been overprinted by the rotogravure process. 

In previous issues, which includes the re
cent U.P.U. series, the overprint was pro
duced on a flat bed machine and comparison 
\Vith the Voortrekker commemoratives will 
show, in the case of the latter, a distinct 
irregular grained appearance of the lettern 
"S vV A" and the complete absence of any 
indentation on the back of the stamps. 

W.N.S. 

ICELAND 
50 Different . . . . . . . . . . 8/-
100 Differmt . . . . . . . . . . 20/-
1938 Leifr . Eiricsson Day 2/6 
1947 Airmails, 6v. mint . . . . 7 /6 
1948 Volcano Hekla, 7v. mint 12/-
1949 Charity 5v. mint . . . . . . 3/-
1949 U.P.U., 4v. mint 3/-

Cash with . order. The payment is 
accepted by British banknotes or 

cheques payable k1 London. 
BJARNI SIGURDSSON, 

XJARDARGATA 31, REYKJAVIK, 
ICELAND 

PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

A meeting of the Executive was held in 
Johannesburg on the 29th November;.. The 
recently-formed Vereenig'mg Stamp C1ub was 
admitted to affiliation. It was decided not 
to have further copies of the Union Cata
logue printed, as it was felt it was und,~
sirable to perpetuate further the errors b 
it, and also .because it was hoped to have 
a new catalogue in the not very distant 
future. But as the stock of 4,250 printed 
is almost exhausted, it was decided to ask 
Societies with any spare copies on hand to 
offer them to the Natal Society so that re
quests for copies could be met. 

The minutes of the 11th Congress, heid 
in Port Elizabeth on 6-8 October, 1949, were 
approved. Copies of these w'ill be sent to 
all constituent societies. Her.~ it need only 
be said that the Congress was agreed rm 
all hands to have bepn very pleasant and 
successful and the local society is to be con
gratulated on their organisation. The non
competitive exhibit10n was most attractive 

for the general public as ,vell as for the 
philatelists, a feature which might well be 
kept in mind for the future. 

Outstanding matters at Congress were:
(1) The adoption of a new constitution for 

the Federat10n. 
(2) Finance, as was expected, gave rise to 

much discussion, but it was made abundantly 
clear that the Federation could not carry 
on, and, in particular, pnhlish the Soutli 
A.fricctn Philatelist without more funds. It 
was felt that the members of a number of 
societies do not support their magazine as 
they should, and these weaker brethren a re . 
urged to persuade more of their members 
to become subscribers to the magazine. An 
inclusive subscription, as several societies 
have, is the simplest method of achieving 
this object. 

( 3) The presence of an offic'1al of the Postal 
Department, in the person of Mr. 1\1. F'. 
Swanepoel, P.O. Publicity Officer. There is 
now ,very useful and pleasant co-operation 
between the Post Office and stamp collectors. 

( 4) A South African Expertising Com
mittee. It was generally agreed that such 
a committee was desirable, although some 
difficulties in the way of its funct'loning were 
fairly obvious. It was practically left to 
the Executive to consider this item further. 

( 5) The Congress deplored the growing 
tendency among collectors to pay excessive 
attention to the financial aspect of the hobby 
and ·it hopes that societies will do their best 
to curb this tendency. 

(6) A request was made to the Postal Ad
ministration to set up a Philatelic Agency. 
Mr. Swanepoel reported that this was alrea\ly 
under way. ( It is now actually operating 
-Room 636, Maritime House; or P.O. Box 
1132, Pretoria.) 

( 7) Congress papers. Only one was sub
mitted: "On the Im perforate Stamps of the 
1st Issue of Southern Rhodesia," by Dr. A. 
Kaplan. This was given a Congress Award. 

( 8) Roll of Distinuished Phi1 a telists. The 
names of Dr. A. Kaplan, Germiston, and 
Dr. K. Freund, Bloemfontein, were added to 
the Roll 

(9) Skinner Cup. This was awarded to 
Mr. A. Hilton Sydow, of Cape Town, a3 
havin done th2 best work for philately during 
the preceding twelvemonth. 

* EIRE 
Probably the correct heading under which 

to note stamps of this country is "Republic 
of Ireland." The stamps themselves say so, at 
any rate-in two languages. 

November 21st saw two new stamps, 2ict. 
and 3d. values; the design of each features 
Leinster House, seat of the Legislature in 
Dublin. There are also the coats-of-arms of 
the four Provinces of Irekmd. The inclusion 
of the Red Hand of Ulster is criticised in 
Britain, but there may be some justification 
of it, inasmuch as three counties of Ulster 
are in the Republic, the other six being in 
Northern Ireland. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

6 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST January, 1950 

r -i~~ · ;:~~~~~~~~F~i~i~~~ii · 1. 

RHODESIA 
By Dr. ALEC KAPLAN 

(Paper read at the Port Elizabeth I Congress, 1949) _ 
~ •...••....... ~~~~~~~....-. 

A fascinating field of study is pro~ided 
by the imperforate errors of the first issue 
of Southern Rhodesia. This issue was 
printed and perforated by Messr~. Waterlow 
& Sons, Ltd., London, and was m us~ from 
1st April, 1924, until 1931, when it was 
demonet'1sed on 30th September, 1931. 

During the seven years of issue, most of 
the values appeared ~ith one_ or m?r~ per
foration errors. A simple smgle lme per
forating machine gaugeing 14 w_as used. It 
was a foot worked treadle machme and the 
operator placed a number of sheets on the 
machine and pressed the treadle for each 
single line of perforation hor'1zontally and 
then had to turn the sheets sideways and 
repeat the process for the vertical perf ?ra
tions. This necessited fourteen wor~mgs 
horizontally and twenty workings vertically 
in the ½ d., ld. and 1 ½ d. stai:nps and 1.1 
and 7 workings for each of the higher values. 

It can thus be realised that it would be 
easy for the operator to miss perforating 
one line on occasion. But with the careful 
checking by Messrs. W aterlow & Sons, this 
was not likely to be missed and released 
to the public. 

A more feasible explanation is that the 
operator did not press equally hard on the 
treadle ~t each operation, so that the p'ms 
of the perforator did not penetrate through 
all the sheets. 

As is well known perforating pins have 
sharp points. From the point_s the pins. en
large in size gradually, until the desired 
circumference is obtained, when the p'ms re
main uniform · in thickness. Thus, when the 
treadle is not pressed firmly enough the top 
sheets are properly perforated; the next few 
sheets show the well-known "small holes" 
perforation; the next few show blind per
forations and the final one or two sheets 
are imperforated. 

Thus in the checking it would be qu·1te 
easy for the checker to miss the bottom sheet 
or two, as the batch would appear to be 
normal. 

From an inspection of most of well-known 
collections in this country and from a care
ful study of phiJatelic literature, the fol
lowing check list has been prepared. 

In order to facil'ltate the description I 
have named the vertical rows of stamps, 
i.e. stamps running- from the top to the bot
tom-ROWS. The horizontal rows of 
stamps, i.e. stamps running from sid·2 t~ 

side-FILES. Therefore in sheets of 240 
of the ½d., ld. and 1 ½d. value there are 
20 rows aflld 12 files, whilst in sheets of 
60 of all the higher values there are 10 
rows and 6 files. 

The numbers given are of items, which I 
have been able to identify and represent a 
definite minimum. It is doubtful if many 
more of these various errors exist. 

½d. 
IMPERFORATES BETWEEN STAMPS 

A. Between Horizontal Pairs (i.e. Betwe,m 
the Rows). 

1. Between Rows 1 and 2. Tvvo sheets. 
This pa·1r also shows imperf. between the 
left margin and Row 1. 24 pairs. 

2. Between Rows 9 and 10. One sheet. 
This pair usually has the central gutter at
tached to Row 10. 12 pairs. 

3. Between Rows 19 and 20. One sheet. 
This pair usually has the right margin at
tached to Row 20. 12 pairs. 

4. Between Rows 1 and 2; 2 and 3; 3 and .4; 
4 and 5; 5 and 6; 6 and 7; 7 and 8; 8 and 
9; 9 and 10. Also imperf. Between left 
margin and Row 1 and central gutter and 
Row 11. 60 pairs. 

NOTE.-Two sheet were found and broken 
up. Some complete strips of 11 stamps ex·1st. 
Imperforate between pairs from these sheets 
can be recognised by being imperforate also 
on the left and right sides. From each strip 
five ( 5) imperforate between pairs can be 
obtained. The first pair being as No. A.I, 
but having the right marg'm also imper:orate. 
The right-hand side of the strip only yields 
one stamp, imperforate between Central 
Gutter and Row 11. 

5. Position unindentified. At least two 
different sheets. 24 pairs. 

The min'imum total of ½ d. imperforate be
tween horizontal pairs is thus 132 pairs. 
More may exist, but have nQt been indenti
fied up to the present. 
B. Between Vertical Pairs (i.e. Between the 

Files). 
1. Between files 1 and 2. One sheet. 20 

pairs. 
2. Between files 11 and 12 One sheet. 20 

pairs. 
3. Posit'1on unidentified. Two sheets. 110 

pairs. 
4. Vertical strip of three, imperforate be

tween 1st and 2nd and 2nd and 3rd stamps. 
Position unknown. 20 pairs. 

The minimum total of ½d. imperforate be
tween vertical pairs is thus 100 pairs. 
C. Between Panes and Gutter. 

Two perforat'lons missing. 
1. Between file 6 and gutter; and gutter 

and file 7. Two sheets. 40 pairs. 
COMBINED MARGINAL AND GUTTER 

IMPERFORATES 
E. Between Top Margin an,d File 1. 

Between Centre Gutter cind Filer 7. 
Between Row 10 and Centre Gutte·r. 
Between Row 20 cind Right Margin. 
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2 Sheets, containing the following marginal 
Imperforates:-

1. Between top margin and file 1. 18 pieces. 
2. Between centre gutter and file 7. 18 

pieces. 
3. Between Row 10 and centre gutter. 10 

pieces. 
4. Between Row 20 and right marg·m. 10 

pieces. 
5. El and E3 combined. 2 pieces. 
6. El and E4. 2 pieces. 
7. E2 and E3. 2 pieces. 
8. E2 and E4. 2 pieces. 
NOTE.-The four top right corners of each 

side show imperforate top and right side, 
i.e. Nos. E5, E6, E7 and ES. These have 
been deducted from El, 2, 3 and 4. 

F. Marginal Imper/orates. 
1. Between top margin and file 1. One 

sheet. 20 p'1eces. 
2. Between file 12 and bottom margin. Twc, 

sheets. 40 pieces. 
3. Between Row 20 and right margin. Two 

sheets. 24 pieces. 
4. Between left margin and row 1. One 

sheet. 12 pieces. 
NOTE.-This last is mentioned in the 

check list (1932) compiled by the Philatelic 
Soc·1ety of Rhodesia. I have never seen or 
heard of this variety, and I must take leave 
to doubt its existence. 

G. Gutterr Imper/orates. 
1. Between file 6 and gutter; 2. Between 

gutter and file 7; 3. Between row 10 and 
gutter; 4. Between gutter and row 11. Many 
of each. 

ld. 
IMPERFORATES BETWEEN STAMPS 

A. Between Horizontal Pairs (i.e. Between 
the Rows). 

1. Between rows 1 and 2. Two sheets. 24 
pairs. 

2. Between rows 5 and 6 or 15 and 16. 
One sheet. 12 pairs. 

This is imperforate through the centre 
of the imprint. 

3. Between rows 18 and 19. One sheet. 
12 pairs. _ 

4. Hor'1zontal strip of three, imperforate 
between left margin and row 1, row 1 and 2, 
row 2 and 3. 12 pieces. 

5. Position unidentified. At least one sheet. 
12 pairs. 

The minimum total of ld. imperforate be
tween horizontal pairs is thus 72 pairs. 
B. Between Vertie-al Pa-irs (i.ei. Between the 

Files). 
1. Position unidentified. One sheet. 20 

pairs. 
2. Vertical strip of six, imperforate be

tween 1st and 2nd, 2nd and 3rd, 3rd and 
4th, 4th and 5th, and 5th and 6th stamps, 
giving 3 pairs. One sheet. 60 pairs. 

The top pa'ir has an imperforate bottom, 
the middle pair has imperforate top and bot
tom, whilst the bottom paid has an imper-

forate top. Some complete strips exist, whi!e 
others were broken up. 

The minimum total of ld. imperforate be
tween vertical pairs is thus 80 pa'1rs. 

C. Between Panes and Gutter. 
Two perforations missing. 
1. Between row 10 and centre gutter, and 

gutter and row 11. One sheet. 12 pairs. 
F. Marginal Imper/orates. 

1. Between top margin and file 1. Two 
sheets. 40 pieces. 

3. Between row 20 and right margin. Two 
sheets. 24 pieces. 

4. Between left margin and row 1. Three 
sheets. 36 pieces. 

G. Gutter Imperf o·rates. 
1. Between file 6 and gutter; 2. Betwe~n 

gutter and file 7; 3. Between row 10 and 
gutter; 4. Between gutter and row 11. Many 
of each. 

l½d. 
A. Between Horizontal Pairs (i.e. Between 

thei Rows). 
1. Position unidentified. One sheet. 12 

pairs. 

B. Between Verticcil P.airs (i.e. Between thei 
Files). 

1. Position un'1dentified. One sheet. 20 
pairs. 
· The only pair known is in the writer's 
collection. 
F. Marginal Imperrforates. 

1. Between top margin and file 1. Two 
sheets. 40 pieces 

G. Gutter Imperf orates. 
1. Between file 6 and gutter; 2. Between 

gutter and file 7; 3. Between row 10 and 
gutter; 4. Between gutter and row 11. Many 
of each. 

2d. 
A. Between Horizontal Pairs (i.e. Between 

the Rows). 
1. Between rows 1 and 2. Two sheets. 12 

pa'1rs. 
3d. 

F. Marginal Imper/orates. 
1. Between top margin and file 1. One 

sheet. 10 pieces. 
6d. 

A. Between Horizontal Pairs (i.e. Betweem 
the Rows). 

1. Position unidentified. One sheet. 6 
pairs. 

n 10d. 
F. Marginal Imper/orates. 

1. Between top margin and file 1. Three 
sheets. 30 pieces. 

ls. 
F. Marginal Imperfo-rcites. 

3. Between row 10 and r'1ght margin. One 
sheet. 6 pieces. 
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ls. Gd. 

A. Between Horizontal Pairs (i.e. Between 
the Rows). 

1. Position unidentified. One sheet. G 
pairs. 

2s. 
F. Marginal Imperforate,s. 

1. Between top margin and file 1. Three 
sheets. 30 pieces. 

2s. Gd. 
A. Between H o.rizontal Pairs ( i.e. B etwe,:m 

thei Rows). 
1. Pos·1tion unidentified. One sheet. G 

pairs. 
It will be noted that no particular mention 

has been made of blind perforations, which 
occur in some of the values. Blind perfora
tions are of interest in that they show lack 
of pressure on the treadle of the perforating 
machine, but they cannot be classed with 
the 1mperforates. 

WORLD FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
If you have a hobby you would like to 
share with others, if you would like to 
know more about other countries-join 

the World Friendship Club. 

Benefits: Quarterly Magazine, List of 
Members and Addresses, Competitions, 

etc. 

Details and free copy of magazine will be supplied 
on application to 156 Cape Road, Port Elizabeth, 

enclosing 2d. in stamps-S.A. Agents. 

LABUAN 
Robson Lowe, in "The Philatelist" for 

November, reports the discovery of three 
covers from Labuan of 1864, two of them 
franked with Hong Kong stamps atnd one with 
Indian stamps. These are the oldest known 
correspondence from the island, and they bear 
a circular date stamp "Labuan." 

U.S.S.R. 
"Stamp Collectifilg" reports having received 

44 new stamps issued between July and Octo
ber, also a U.P.U. issue in October, two stamps 
40 and 50k. with a globe showing only Russia, 
with a fringe. of ships, post-chaises, trains, 
etc. They have been issued both perf. and 
imperf. 

ASCENSION 
Perf. 14 stamps are being sold at rather 

fa•ncy prices. Stamp papers advise collectors 
not to rush in for these; wait a while and 
the prices will drop. 

NIGERIA 
The Crown Agents have released the 2/6 

value, which for the first time is on blued 
paper. This may account for the apparently 
deeper colour of the frame. 

OBITUARY. 
P. L. Pemberton: 

It is with deep regret that we have to 
record the death a few 'months ago of Percy 
Loines Pemberto•n, world-famous British 
philatelist and dealer. His father was one 
of the earliest stamp collectors and dealers 
in England, and "P.L." or "Pem" (as he was 
often affectionately called) started on stamps 
at a very early age in Mafilchester. He later 
moved to London, but during the blitz went 
to Leominster, where his eldest son, Mr. 
A. L. Pemberton, carries on the family tradi
tion. 

He was perhaps best known for his k•no,v
ledge of the stamps of Greece, but after 
buying the "Philatelic Journal of Great 
Britain" in 1899 and editing it for many years, 
his encyclopaedic knowledge of stamps in 
ge•n.eral appeared in print in almost every 
number of that journal until he had to re
linquish the editorship in 1947. 

He was one of the comparatively small 
band of professionals on the Roll of Distin
guished Philatelists. 

Dr. Mario de Sanctis: 
We regret to have to report the death of 

Dr. M. de Sanctis, of Sa,n l'aulo, Brazil. For 
quite a few years he had been most ener
getic in supplying philatelic magazines 
throughout the world (including "The South 
African Philatelist") with specimens of, and 
informati0tn about, all new Brazilian emis
sions. His courtesies will be greatly missed. 

J. W. K. Schofield: 
Philately in Johannesburg has suffered a 

sad loss in the death last month of Mr. J. W. 
K. Schofield. His association with organised 
philately goes back a long way, for he was 
President of the J.U.P.S. in 1913 afild since 
then had served at various times on the com
mittee of the Philatelic Society of Johannes
burg. He was also a Fellow of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of London. His wide gene
ral knowledge of stamps led to· his being 
chosen as Chairmafll of the Jury at Jipex in 
1936. At one time owner of a very fine col.
lection of Cape triangulars, in recent years 
he specialised more in "rarities," particularly 
old European imperforates. He was a York
shireman by birth, had worked in the West 
fodies for some years before coming to South 
Africa, where he had been for a long time 
general manager of the African Guarantee 
and Indemnity Co., Ltd. 

* 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Three issues in December: 1 and 2k. stamps 
on the 4th, honouring the Trade Union Con
gress; two semi-postals on the 17th, for the 
benefit of the Red Cross ( 1.50 + 0.50k. atnd 
3 + lk.) and on the same date two others 
of same values for Child Welfare. 

An international exhibition is to be held 
in Prague on May 20th-29th. 
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THE AIRPOSTS OF SOUTH AFRICA 
By L. A. Wyndham, 

at I 5/6 post free. 
I am a specialist in South African stamps-my 
price list is free on request. I want to buy 
S.A. issues and would appreciate offers of all 

items, please. 
Collectors of S. A. resident in Great Britain are 
invited to join the South African Collectors' 
Society, which has a good membership. Full 

details from : 

C. E. SHERWOOD .. P.T.S 
105 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manchester, G. B. 

KUWAIT 
TO WHOLESALERS ONLY 

You will be pleased to have my special 
low quotations for the following: 

S.G. 12-15; 32 and 34; 36-46; 47-51; 
019-022. Doubles and Inverted of Iraq 

and Jordan Overprints in stock. 
Subject unsold, 

A. H. RASHTY, 
Bab-El-Agha Ave., 

Bagdad, Iraq 

~···················1 
t 1 n~ -~HILATELIC f 
: MAGAZINE 1 

I 
( estab. 1875) t 

is your illustrated guide to world l 
collecting ! : 

Annual sub.: 10/-. 
Specimen free on request. , • 

l HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. :~ 

I 445, Strand, London, W.C. 2, 
England. 

Representative in South Africa: 
♦ R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, 
! Johannesburg. .• 
~ •••••••••• ♦ ............ ~~~~~~~~~· 

STAMP ALBUMS 
LOOSE LEAF in size 11¼ x 9 and 11¼ x 9¾ 

complete with 100 leaves 31/6 each 

Leaves can ·be supplied separately 
at - 13/6 per 100 

HORTORS LIMITED 
P.O. Box 1020 
P.O. Box 111 
P.O. Box 621 
P.O. Box 393 
P.O. Box 586 
P.O. Box 450 
P.O. Box 411 
P.O. Box 433 
P.O. Box 767 

JOHANNESBL'RG 
- - PRETORIA 

BLOEMFONTEIN 
CAPE TOWN 

- - PORT ELIZABETH 
EAST LONDON 
DURBAN 
SALISBURY 

- - BULAWAYO 

i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,: 

l UPU SERIES I 
,,, ' 
:•: ALL ISSUES (Complete) :I: ' . ',,'', £4 12 6 ; : African Series, mint .. 
''' Do., fine used . . . . 6 0 0 
:1: . . 7 2 6 

I European Series, mmt 
; : Do., f..•ne used . . . . 9 7 6 ,,, 
111 American Series, mint 7 0 0 
11

' Do., fine used . . . . 9 0 0 

:I: (Many American-Latin U.P.U. to come. 11, 
11, This price will be adjusted later.) 1 1 

11, 11, 

I 7 0 0 11, 1 ' Asian Series, mint . . . . 1!, 
II D fi d 9 5 0 
18, o., ne use . . ; : 

111 'I' 111 Australasian Series, mi•nt 1 10 · 0 
:I: Do., fine used . . . . .. 2 0 0 :1; 

:I: British Series ( 323v.), mint . . 10 0 8 ;•
1
: 

Do., fine used . . . . . . . . 12 10 ,,, :,: 
''' World Series, absolutely all, 11, 
:j: mint .. . . . . .. . . . . 27 10 0 :!: 
; : Do., fine used . . . . . . . . 37 10 0 

111 

'I' Spanish Morocco U.P.U., 1
•

1 

'1' (14v.), mint . . . . . . . . 0 10 6 :r: 
: : Do., fine used . . . . . . . . 0 11 6 :I•: 

"' 11 181 Scarce Spanish Cols. U.P.U. 181 

i: (5v.), mint . . .. . . . . 0 7 6 :r: 
11, Do., used . . . . . . . . . . 0 12 0 11• 
t t 
:r: Scarce Palestine/Transjordan :,I: 
,1, U.P.U. (5), mint . . . . . . 0 5 6 

19, 1
1
1' Do., used . . . . . . . . . . 0 7 6 1l1 

I I Ill 181 
• 4d 1' ,,, Complete list U.P.U., by air, . 

18
, 

t t 
:!: New Portrait, Egypt, 100, ;

1

1
1

: 

200 ms., £El, mint . . . . 1 11 6 

• II' '1' New Sudan Set soon, orders booked , , t t 
'I' New Sara,vak, pictorial set, 

1

•

1 

: ; mint . . . . . . .. . . . . 1 6 0 :!: 
Do., fine used . . . . . . . . 1 9 9 18, 

t t 
:I: Subject unsold. Cash with order. 1!, 
,,, Postage extra. ; : 

:1: ------ - ------ ======== :1: 
t t 

:i: Miss MILDRED HODSON: :t: 
II• ,,, 

:f: 29 Viewforth, Edinburuh 10 :,; 11, ~t ,,, ,,, 

:1·: ---~-SC~TLAND _, l,: 
Dealer in Mint and Used World ;; 

:I: New Issues 18: 
t t 
'~+•~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~~ 
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The Photographic N1egative and Positive Plates of the U.P.U. 
Commemorative Stamps of the Union of South Africa 

By 

A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.), 
and 

W. N. SHEFFIELD, A.M. (s.A.) 1.E.E. 

, 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 ~ 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 I 111 11 I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 11111111111111111 I 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 • .. 

The Union issue of postage stamps which 
commemorated the 75th anniversary -of the es
tablishment of the Universal Postal Union in 
the City of Berne in Switzerland received its 
premiere on the 1st October, 1949. 

The said issue consisted of three denomina
tions respectively imprinted in three different 
hues, namely, id. green, Bd. red-brown and 
3d. ultramarine. Each stan1p thereof de
pictured a portion of the globe marked latitud
inally and longitudinally with meridian lines 
o'er the continent of Africa and its adjacent 
Gallic isle of Madagascar both under the 
mythological Roman herald and messenger of 
the gods yclept Mercury, in running posture 
carrying vertically his caduceus-a wand 
surmounted with two wings and entwined 

Fig. 1 

with two serpents. Was it not this very pic
ture which Shakesp,eare prevised and which 
inspired him to write certain lines of words 
in his play "A Winter's Taie"? Did he not 
write: 
" ... littered under Mercury ... " 

in Act IV 
"Ay, the most peerlei:;s piece of earth, I think 

That e'er the sun shone bright on ... " 
in Act V 

Mythology apprises that this same herald and 
messenger abandoned his Latin name whene'er 
in the ancient land of Greece and in lieu 
thereof assumed the Hellenic one of "Hermes." 

The Union U.P.U. stamps were printed at 
the Government Printing Works in Pretoria 

by the rotary photogravure or rotogravure 
process on paper in the ,web watermarked 
"Springbok Head multip,le" made by Samuel 
Jones and Company, Limited, of London. In
cidentally it may be mentioned that the 
"Springbok Head" watermark devices and 
dandy roller were manufactured by vVm. 
Green, Son and ·waite, also of London. The 
stamps were perforated by a multiple comb 
machine to the gauge of 15x 14. The cell for
mations or ink-hollows on the peripheries of 
the copper-faced cylinders were produced via 
carbon tissue sheets by an irregular grained 
screen. Four cylinders were utilised, namely, 
Nos. 60 and 31 for the M., No. 1 for the Hd. 
and No. 25 for the 3d. denominations. The 
stamps :of the said three denominations were 
inscribed in English and in Afrikaans altern
ately throughout the sheet. They were issued 
in sheets of 120 units each arranged in 20 
horizontal rows of 6. The commencing stamp 
printed sideways on each one of the ?id. and 
3d. denominated sheets was an Afrikaans in
scribed one. On each one of the Hd. denom
inated sheets, however, the initial stamp was 
inscribed in English. 

THE VIGNETTE MODELS 
A statuette :of Mercury/Hermes was pro

cured by the photographic department of the 
Government Printing Works. It was coloured 
and toned in gray and then photographed un
der special lighting conditions. The depart
ment also procured a terrestrial globe such as 
used generally for the teaching of geography. 
The globe and 'its pedestal were placed in re
quisite position, axially manipulated to show 
its map of Africa and Madagascar uppermost 
and so photographed. The photographs of the 
statuette and of the globe were taken :on two 
quarter plates and two corresponding nega
tives were obtained. Two enlarged glossy 
photographic prints were obtained in turn 
from the said negatives; one which pictured 
Mercury approximately 8 inches in height and 
the other the Africa porth:m of the globe in 
proportionate dimension. 

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC CUT-OUTS 
The figure of Mercury and that portion of 

the Globe required for the sfa.mp design were 
respectively cut out of the said two glossy 
photographic prints. The cut-out of Mercury 
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Fig. 2 

was affixed to the cut-out of the Globe by 
means of a small quantity of colourless glue 
applied on the reverse side of the foot of 
Mercury. The two cut outs so affixed W<>re 
mounted on a sprayed black background. See 
Figure 1. The size of the picture in cut
out form was approximately 12 inches in 
height by 7 inches in width. Straight lines 
were drawn in white about ~ ins. from each 
of the vert'1cal and horizontal edges of the 
black background in order to enclose that por
tion of the set-up which it was intended should 
be included in the stamp design or vignette. 
The said two cut-outs were not totally 
pasted down on the black background but 
were simply held in position by means of a 
small quantity of glue applied to the reverse 
side of the bottom edge of the Globe cut-out. 

Two photographs of the pictorial portion of 
the stamp. design (ie., of the two cut-outs in 
glossy white prints laid nn the black back
ground as per Figure 1) were taken on two 
glass plates each one of which meas~red 
3ins. x Hins. x 1/16ins. These two negatives 
formed the "Mercury and Globe" portions of 
the Compound 2-Set Master Negative. It is 
emphasised here that two separate negatives 
-;-and not positives-were prepared. See 
Figure 2 showing Negative "A" and Negative 
"B". 

INSCRIPTIONS, DATES AND 
DENOMINATIONS 

The letters and numerals which comprised 
the English and the Afrikaans inscriptions, 
the dates and the half-penny Od.) denomina
tions were hand-drawn in hlack on two white, 
cards approximately 12 inches in height by 7 
inches in width, viz.: 
Card No. 1 

1. South Africa 
2. ~ d ( without stop) 
3. Postage 
4. Revenue 
5. Universal Postal Union 
6. 1874 
7. 1949 

Card No. 2 
8. Suid-Afrika 
9. M (without stop) 

10. Posseel 
11. Inkomste 
12. \Vereldposunie 
13. 1874 
14. 1949 

Numerals and "d" pence symbols also ,vere 
drawn in black ink on two small white cards, 
viz.: 
Card No. 3 

15. Hd (without stop) 
Card No. 4 

16. 3d. (with stop) 
Card No. 3, Card No. 4 and Card No. 5-a 
small piece of white card in the form of a 
narrow strip-were used to cover and to blank 
out the denominations "~d. (2)" and "M. 
(9)" and the words "Revenue (4)" and .. In-

komste (11)" on the basic Cards No. 1 and 
No. 2 ut supra when photographs were taken 
subsequently as described ut infra. 

Three photographs were Laken of the text 
matter on the English inscribed Card No. 1, 
viz.: 
(1) Card No. 1 with "2d" and "Revenue" as 

originally drawn. 
(2) Card No. 1 with "2d" blanked out by 

Card No. 3 (Hd then substituted) and 
"Revenue" blanked out by anonymous 
Card No. 5 (which left "Postage;' only). 

(3) Card No. 1 w·1th "~d" blanked out by 
Card No. 4 (3d. then substituted) and 
"Revenue" blanked out by anonymous 
Card No. 5 (which left "Postage" only). 

Three photographs were fa.ken also of the 
text matter on the Afrikaans inscribed Card 
No. 2, viz.: 
(4) Card No. 2 with "id." and "Inkomste" 

as originally drawn. • 
(5) Card No. 2 with "M" blanked out by 

Card No. 3 (Ud then substituted) and 
"Inkomste" blanked out by anonymous 
Card No. 5 (which left "Posseel" only). 

SOUTH AFRICA SUID-AFRIKA 
[filJ [@ 

tA 
POSTAGE 
REVENUE 

~~ 
POSSEEL 
INKOMSTE 

Fig. 3 
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(6) Card No. 2 with "~d." blanked out by 
Card No. 4 (3d. then substituted) and 
"Inkomste" blanked out hy anonymous 
Card No. 5 (\vhich left "Posseel" only). 

Thus a total of six photographs \Vere taken, 
each one on a separate glass plate approxi
mately 3ins. x l ~ins. x l/16ins. and six 
negatives obtained-Nos. 1 to 6. 

THE LETTER AND NUMERAL 
POSITIYES 

From Negatives Nos. 1 to 6 referred to H+, 
supra, six contact letter and numeral Posi
tives Nos. 1 to 6 were produced on glass 
plates of similar dimEnsions in order to con
vert the white (transparent) letters and nu
merals on the six negatives back to the col
our in which they were drawn on Cards Nos. 
1 and 2, and finally to produce white letters 
and numerals on the coloured backgrounds of 
the stamps. See Figure 3. Original drawing 
"Al" and Original Drawing1 "Bl.'' 

Thus for the text matter-the English and 
Afrikaans inscriptions, the dai,es and the de
nominations-six positives were produced, 
each one on a separate glass plate of the 
equivalent size of each one of the negatives 
of the "Mercury and Globe" portion of the 
design or vignette, namely, 3ins. x l ~ins. x 
1/16'ms. See ut sur>ra. See also Figure 2-
N egatives "A" and "B." See further Synop
sis at the the end of this article. 

THE COMPOUND OR COMBINATION 
2-SET MASTER NEGATIVES 

A glass plate with a thickness of 1/16 ins. 
and of a size to fit the plate holder (approxi
mately 5ins. x 4ins.) on the "Step and Re
peat" camera stand was used as a base plate 
for carrying four portions of the compound 
or combination master negative. 

(A)-The ½d. Denomination: 
The compound master negative of this de

nomination consisted of the following nega
tives and positives: 

Fig. 4 

(1) Negative "A" and (2) Negative "B" of 
"Mercury anrl Globe" as p,-r Fig-nre 2. 

(3) Positive "Al" and ( 4) Positive "Bl" of 
the text matter as per Figure 3. It ,vill 

A';IIHlA-OIU2 AJIH~A HTU02 

Fig. 5 

be observed that these two positives hold 
the text matter of Card No. 1 and Card 
No. 2 ut supra. 

The emulsion side of Negative "A" was placed 
against the emulsion side of Positive "Bl'' 
(reversed positive) and similarly the emulsion 
side of Negative ''B" was placed against the 
emulsion side of Positive "Al" (reversed 
positive). See Figure 4,. ( This sketch shows 
the two pairs just before they were slid into 
alignment). The combined pairs "A & Bl'' 
and "B & Al" were then laid flat on the glass 
ba~e plate. PerfEct alignment of the Vignette 
pairs and the text matter pairs was assured 
by keeping the edges of the negatives and re
versed positives in register. It must be borne 
in mind that the' dimensions of these plates 
are equivalent-3ins. x Hins. x 1/16ins. See 
Figure 5. 

On the glass base plate the two pairs were 
laid down as follows: Negative "B" and Pos
itive "Al"-Combination ("B & Al") on the 
left-hand side and Negative 'A" and Positive 
'Bl"-Combination ("A & Bl") on the right
hand side, i.e., in a position so that the text 
matter can be read in normal manner when 
the basic and the combinative plates are re
versed. 

The left-hand pair was then fixed to the 
base plate by means of adhesive tap,e along 
the top, the left-hand and the bottom edges. 
Next, the right-hand pair was fixed to the 
base plate by means of adhesive tape along 
the top, the right-hand and the bottom edges. 
The requisite space was provided betw·een the 
two sets of pairs for the perforation gutters, 
The said negatives and the said reversed 
positives thus bound together in pairs then 
were placed in the requisite position as a 
Compound Master Negative (see Figm·e 5) 
for p,rojecti-on of the combined images on to 
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the diapositive plate by means of the "Step 
and Reoeat" camera. From this diapositive 
two cylinders were etched via Carbon Tissue 
Sheets Nos. 1 and 2, namely, Cylinders Nos. 
60 and 31. 

(B)-The ltd. Denomination: 
After the completion of the 1d .. multiple 

diapositive the compound master negative was 
dismantled. The ?.d. reversed positives were 
removed and replaced by the Hd. positives. 
The new compound master negative com
prised: 

(1) Negative "A" and (2) Negative "B" of 
"Mercury and Globe" as per Figure 2. 

(3) Positive "A2" and (4) Positive "B2" of 
the Text Matter as :i:;,er Figure ;s but 
Hd.-Hd., in lieu of MAd., etc. It will 
be noted that these two positives held 
the text matter of Card No. 1 and Card 
No. 2 ut supra; but with Bd. denom~na
tions substituted for the M. denomma
tions and the ,vords "R~venue" and 
"Inkomste" deleted. 

The new compound master negative was then 
set bound and fixed in the plate holder as 
before and the Hd. multiple diapositive pre
pared in similar manner as in the case of the 
~d. denomination. 

(C)-The 3d. Denomination: 
Subsequent to the completion of the Hd. 

multiple diapositive the second compound mas
ter negative was dismantled. The Hd. re
versed positives were removed and replaced 
by the 8d. positives. The third comp-0und 
master negative was made up of: 

(1) Negative "A" and (2) Negative "B" of 
"Mercury and Globe" as per Figure 2. 

( 3) Posit'1ve "A3" and ( 4) Positive "B3" of 
the Text Matter as per Figure 3 but 
3d.-3d. in lieu of the Hd.-Hcl., etc. 1t 
will be noted that these two positives 
held the text matter of Card No. 1 and 
Card No. 2 ut supra but with 3d. de-
nominations substituted for the . Hd. 
denominations and the ,vords "Revenue" 
and "Inkomste" deleted. 

The 3d. compound master negative and its 
concomitant multiple diapositive were pre
pared in similar manner as for the id. and 
Bd. denominations described afore. 

SLIGHT DIFFERENCES IN NEGATIVE 
AND REVERSED POSITIVE 

REGISTRATION 
Slight differences in the registration of the 

pictorial negatives and the textual _reversed 
positives were observed when the designs and 
text matter of the three different denom1n8;
tions were compared, for exemple, th_e verti
cal alignment of the "upper" white left 
coastal line of Madaglascar and the "lower" 
vertical limb of the terminal "L" of the word 
"POSTAL". 

SYNOPSIS 
(A) Text Matter (Inscriptions, Dates and 

Denominations) 
( 1) Original Drawings: Text matter in 

black on white backgrounds. Text mat
ter in nurmal postures. (Figure 3). 

(2) Photographic Negatives: Text matter 
in white on black backgrounds. Text 
matter in reversed postures ( on emul
sion sides). 

(3) Gontact Positives:. Text matter in 
black orr white backgrounds. Text mat
ter in normal postures ( on emulsion 
sides). See also ut infra. 

(B) Pictorial Matter (Mercury and Globe) 
(1) vVhite Statuette and Globe. (Two 

separate models.) 
(2) Photographic Negatives. 

· ( 3) Original Photographic Glossy Prints: 
Cut-Outs in lieu of original drawings. 
Mercury in normal posture. Mercury in 
white on black background (Figure 1.). 

( 4) Photographic Negatives: Mercury in 
reversed postures. Mercury in Black on 
white backgrounds (Figure 2). See also 
ut infra. 

(C) Compound Master Negatives 

( 3) Contact Positives--:reversed: Text mat
ter in black on 'White backgrounds but 
text matter in re,versed vostures ( on 
emulsion sides). See A3 ut su'[Yf'a. 

( 4) Photographic Negatives: Mercury in 
black on white backgrounds. Mercury 
in ,reversed postures. See B4 ut supra. 
C3 and C4-See Figures 4 and 5. The 
afore C3 and C4 are bound together, 
emulsion side to emulsion side and then 
reversed. 

(D) Multiple Diapositives. (Via "Step and 
"Repeat" Camera). 

Text matter and mercury in reversed pos
tures on emulsion sides. 

(E) Carbon Tissue Sheets (imprinted with 
irregular grained screen) 

Text matter and Mercury in normal pos
tures. 

(F) Etched Peripheries of Copper-faced 
Cylinders (Nos. 60, 31, 1, 25) 

Text matter and Mercury in reversed pos
tures. 

( G) Printed Stamps - 120-set-Sheets - M., 
Hd. and 3d. Denominations 

Text matter and Mercury in normal pos
tures. Text matter and Mercury in white 
on coloured backgrounds. 

For the sake of convenience the word 
"White" has been used in the foregoing 
Synopsis in lieu of "Transparent" anent the 
photographic negatives and contact positives. 

For the sake of convenience also the merid
ian lines and the coastal lines of the maps of 
Africa and Madagascar in Figures 1, 2, 4 and 
5 have been drawn in black in lieu of white. 

The authors wish to express their appre
ciation to the Government Printer and the 
Department of Posts and Telegraphs for their 
valuable assistance in the preparation of this 
paper and permission to publish the informa..; 
tion 'm the "South African Philatelist". 
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l .............................. ~~:~~:.~ ........................... J 
H. R. Harmer's 24th Annual Resume. 

This is the usual beautifully got up sum
mary of the various activities of H. R. 
Harmer Ltd., and H. R. Harmer Inc., in 
London, New York and Sydney. It de~ls 
mainly w·1th their auction sales and a hst 
is given, with many illustrations, of the s~ar 
items sold at their three sale rooms durmg 
the 1948-49 season. 'l'hey state that the 
recent devaluation of the £ has already had 
an effect of increasing exports to the hard 
currency areas, whereas previously most of 
these international transact10ns had been on 
a "barter" or exchange basis. London auc
tions passed the 2,00Uth in the season, and 
New York sales the 500th. 

Another branch of their activities, "Private 
Treaty Sales," totalled over £117,000 for the 
season. In this department, by the way, we 
recently noticed a set of mint BasutolancI 
"officials" offered for £1,000. 

An interestmg account is given of the 
Bermuda Prize Court special sale on 10th 
and 11th March. This was of stamps seized 
in transit during World War II from enemy 
or enemy-dominated countries. It realised 
over £10,000, but the two days work nearly 
killed the auctioneers. 

A Review 1948-1949. Robson Lowe, Ltd. 
This booklet deals with the various acti

vities of the Robson Lowe organisation at 
their headquarters, 50 Pall Mall, London, 
S.W.1, and at their branches in Bourne
mouth and Philadelphia. At the latter two 
places they hold montnly auction sales, those in 
Bournemouth be'mg usually of a class suit
able for the general collector, whilst at 
Philadelphia they vary from highly special
ised to general collections. 

Headquarters is a hive of many different 
activities, including specialised stamp sales 
several times a month, where many world
famous collections have come m1der the ham
mer; and Postal History auctions about six 
times a year, these are widely recognised as 
the market par excellence for covers, cancel
lations and material other than straight
forward stamps. 

Illustrat10ns are given of many of the ou-!:;
standing sold at these various auctions during 
the past year. 

It also houses the Regent Stamp Co., spe
cialising in retail sale of British Empire 
stamps and the Associated Exchange Clubs. 

The firm is also an active publisher of 
philatelic books and periodicals of which 
mention need merely be made of The Regent 
Catalogue, The Encyclopeadia of Empire 
Postage Stamps, The Philatelist, The Over
land Mail, Guide Lines to the Penny Black, 
etc., etc. 

F'mally, a word must be said in confirma
tion of a statement that "To many Number 
50 represents a Bank-cum-Club . . . the 
purpose behind this curious business is not 
primarily the sale of stamps-it is the sale 
of happiness". Very true. 

* AUSTRALIA 
The 1/6 mentioned in our October issue is 

criticised because of its colour, a grey black, 
and it is hoped future printings will be darker. 

An 8½d. is being prepared, to pay new com
bined postal and registration charges. 

The U.P.U. issue apparently consists of 
one stamp o-:1ly, a 3½d., depicting delivery of 
letters by horseback and by plane. Blue in 
colour. 

The Postmaster on Australia's met. station 
on Heard Island is Dr. R. Allison, who is also 
medical officer, naturalist, messing and amemi
ties officer. As Postmaster his · earliest job 
was to check a mail of some 4,000 letters· 
sent to obtain the island's special postmark. 

A £2 stamp, of design like the Arms 5/
and 10/-, is announced for issue on 16th 
Jaflluary. 

* INDIA 
The U .P. U. issue here consisted of four 

stamps-9p, 2a, 3½a and 12a, all of same de
sign, a globe and emblem of three lines. 

A fllew service set, 3p to RlO, and four picto
rials are due for issue, if they have not already 
appeared. Also a special set of four (2, 3i, 
,! and 12a) on 20th January, for the anni
versary of the i•nauguration of the Indian 
Republic. 

* ISRAEL 
August 10th was the date of issue of a 

single 40 mils stamp honouring the 70th 
anniversary of Petah Tikva (the "Mother of 
the Colonies"). Dark green and brown in 
colour, it shows a picture of the first well dug 
in a modern settleme:1t. 

A series of six airmail stamps ( 5-250 
mils) has recently been released. 

Messrs. Whitfield King announce further 
sets (postage and postage due) in the coin 
design. 

* NEW ZEALAND 
The Health stamps sales for the first hvo 

weeks of the campaig•:1 amounted to over 
£90,000, some £9,000 more than for the same 
period last year. It is expected the issue 
will be exhausted before the withdrawal date 
of 31st January. 

* NETHERLANDS 
The "Voor Het Kind" charity set of five 

stamps was due for issue co 14th November. 
Designs symbolic of the seasons. Values 2 
+ 3c., 5 + 3c., 6 + 4c., 10 + 5c. and 20 + 7r. 
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A FINE GEN1ERAL STOCK 
of British Empire & Foreign 
G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues 

Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 

Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

CAPE TOWN' ST AM1P CO. 
ROOMS 12 and Ila, 

14a Adderley Street, 
CAPE TOWN. 

WANTED 
TO BUY 

Specialised Collections 
and 

Rare Single Stamps 
of any country for the 

period 
1840 - 1900 

ONLY. 

DOUGLAS ROTH, 
B.P.A. 

"Fairways" 
Mona Crescent. 

NEWLANDS, CAPE PROVINCE 

WE WISH 
TO BUY 

PACKETS Kl LOW ARE 

SINGLE STAMPS SETS 

As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 
United States, we are constant buyers, in large 
wholesale quantities, of all kinds of postage 
stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
References will be .sent on request (if you do 
not already know us) so that you may deal 
with us with complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17 MASS. U.S.A. 

JOIN THE 

FRENCH PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF AM,ERICA 

A non-profit organisation. 

"Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

Members joining before December 31, 1949, will 
have the title of Charter-Members and their 

names will be put in the Golden Book. 
Members are entitled to receive the Society 
Bulletins, which contain studies and information 

from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 
A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
Agency, supplies new issues of France and 

Colonies at face value. 
Membership: 

Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 
Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in 
South African currency to the "South African 

Philatelist," Johannesburg. 
For additional information and application form 

write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
Universite de Mo,ntreal 
Montreal - Canada 

u; 
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. 
SOCIETY NEWS 

EAS.T LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mrs. R. Alabaster; Hon. Sec.-Treas., 
l\Ir. E. H. Williams, P. 0. Box 198, East London; 
Meetings, 2nd Fridays, Colosseum Theatre Tea Room 
(upstairs). 

The last meeting of the year, held on the 9th 
December, was, as had been hoped, a record for at
tendance. No less than 58 collectors. were present, 
including 26 visitors. The latter figure mcluded several 
juniors, who, it is hoped, will later swell the ranks 
of our membership. Six new members were enrolled. 

Refreshments were kindly provided by our lady_ 
members. 

The display was given by a number of members, who 
each tabled a few of the most interesting pages from 
their collections. The result was a most varied display 
of classics and moderns in which there was something 
of interest to everybody. 

Mr. Watson read an interesting and amusing paper 
on "unwanted stamps." He showed how many of the 
neglected stamps of to-day will certainly become the 
much-sought-after items of the coming generation and 
how the collector blessed with a flair for stamps can 
build up a fine collection with the minimum of outlay. 

A.G. 

* 
GRAHAMSTOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, l\Ir. S. C. Chantler, P. 0. Box 169; 
Hon. Sec./Treas1irer, Mr. R. Q. Tarr, \Vood House, 
Kingswood College; Meetings on second Thursdays, 
8 p. m. at 120 High Street. 

The December meeting was held on the 8th, preceded 
by a special general meeting called to approve the 
changing of the financial year to run from January 
to December, which was duly approved. 

After business the President gave a short talk on 
the several methods of stamp printing from the early 
days to the present. Considering that most educational 
institutions had already gone on vacation, the attend
ance was good. 

There will be no meeting in January, and the next 
fixture is the annual general meeting and election of 
officers on Thursday, February 9th. 

s.c.c. 

* 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

President, Mr. J. Burrell; Hon. Secretary, Mr. B. 
Glassman; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, 
Johannesburg Public Library, 7 .45 p.m. 

November 28: Mr. J. C. 'G. Kupferman showed an 
almost complete collection of the stamps of Jugoslavia 
and Bosnia. 

This included the earliest issues in different per
forations, imperforate varieties, colour proofs and prin
ter's proofs. 

Both the Bosnia and Jugoslavia sections included 
newspaper stamps and Express letter stamps. 

The Jugoslavia ove_rprints in the 1918 issue included 
many varieties such as double and inverted overprints. 

The Bosnia 1910 commemoratives were in both per
forated and imperforated condition. 

Mr. Kupferman read a paper on his exhibit explain
ing the various issues. 

Mr. L. Buchen spoke on the exhibit. 
December 13th: Mr. R. Duchen showed a fine collec

tion of Union stamps. 
In the King's Head issue there were both shades of 

the £1. The booklet issues were complete. The rare 
2d., blue and violet (S.G. 44b and 58b) were in both 
issues. There were die-proofs and colour-proofs, and 
most of the plate numbers. All stamps were in mint 
condition. 

Dr. Kaplan l'poke on the exhibit. 
I.T. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, l\lr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Hee., l\lr. G. P . 
Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Rall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

Mr. Forbes was in the chair when t!'1~ meeting 
ovened on Tuesday, November 15th. A visitor from 
East London received a very warm welcome. 

The evening was in the hands of Mr. Harmer, who 
showed British Possessions. Features of his exhibit 
were: Only one missing in . the Id. reds of Great 
Britain ; 1935 complete set of Antigua, usea aud mmt ; 
Bermuda set, mint; Bechuanaland 1886-1897 and 1888-
1927 complete; one page had . ten Cape Triangulars, 
including the Id. red woodblock; Kenya-Uganda set of 
1922-27, including the £1 used; new issue of Nyasa
land, mint; St. Helena, and Northern Rhodesia, 1924 
to current day. 

All the stamps were neatly mounted and written up, 
and whilst most sets were mounted on black, the Silver 
Jubilees were mounted on silver. Mr. Harmer had 
taken keen interest in the setting up of his collection 
and well deserved the hearty vote of thanks he received. 

Mr. Levey held the usual auction before the close 
of the meeting, 

L.,E.C. r ...... -~~~~~. ;~;~:~~ ....... ~ 
! 1913 K.G.V wmk. Royal· Cypher (mul-

+ tiple), S.G. 397/8, mint pair, 21/-
♦ 
♦ Mint vertical pair of each with join, 45/
♦ 

CONTROLS 
We have a good stock of mint G.B. 
controls, in blocks of 6, strips of 3 or 
singles. Please let us have want lists. 

SIERRA LEONE 

1883/4, wmk. CA I 
4d. blue, S.G. 23, only k,;J.own mint block 

of four, £100 

SOUTH AFRICA 
1913 Harrison Essay, perf. 13~, £4 

l 1930/45 ld. wmk. Shamrock (single), £5 + 
l Air Mail Postage Extra i 
i BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED I l 86 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2, 
l ENGLAND. 

t.......-...+-+++-+-......................... t 
DR. ROBERT BROOM 

Our heartiest congratulations to Dr. Broom, 
of the Transvaal Museum, on his election as 
a _foreign member of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences of Sweden, the only man iill the South
ern Hemisphere thus honoured. Dr. Broom's 
work on the ori~in of. reptiles and the origin 
of man has gamed him honours during the 
past two years from various scientific bodies 
in London, Edinburgh, Glasgow (his Alma 
Mater) and Washington. In spite of his en
grossimg official work, he still finds time for a 
little relaxation by making a scientific study 
of. the old Z.A.R. stamps and to find some
thmg new there. 
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Whether a railwayman is General Man
ager or Porter, Chef or Engine Driver, 

he is always a railwayman first, con

scious of being an essential part of a 

vast, complex, yet human organisation. 

It is this single, simple thought that 

means so much to you, the railway user. 

This is the incentive for that extra cour

tesy, that extra service \:':hich comes 

from railwaymen who are proud of their 

jobs and from an organisation which is 

proud of its railwaymen. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 

SERVICE ALL ALONG T H E L I N E 
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To the Serious iCo/lector • • • 
All Philatelist'- may tak~ an active part in the 

H. R. HARMEJ,? Auction1i no matter where they 

may live. For the London Sales, special light

weight catalogues are available for overseas di.5-

tribution. The subscription is £1 per annum, 

including Lists of Prices Realised, the same as 

for surf ace mail, with the addition of air-mail postage against which an advance 

deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent free of charge by surface 

mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a year's subscription. 

FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS-

in LONDON 

THE BOND STREET AUCTIONS 

JANUARY 23rd and 24th 

The Magnificent Collection of France 
offered by order of Captain M. H. 

Penfold, C.B.E., R.N., F.R.P.S., L. 

This superlative Specialised Collection 
is in picked condition throughout and 
replete with mint blocks of all issues, 
including the first and Bordeaux, with 

Rarities, Covers and. Reprints, etc. 

Special Souvenir Catalogue, Price 2/
(plus Air-mail Postage). 

• • • and those who 
wish to Sell 

The same international service is 

available to collectors who wish to sell 

their collections. The H. R. HARMER 

Auctions are the world's best medium 

for the sale of fine and rare stamps. 

More than 3,000 leading collectors are 

consistent. buyers at our auctions in 

New York and London. Regular 

Auctions are also held by our Office in 

Sydney, N.S.W. Write to the addresses 

given below for full particulars of 

facilities, Commission Terms, Insur-
ance arrangements, etc. 

H. R. HARMER 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
39/42 New Bond Street, 

LONDON, W.1, :·ENGLAND 
CABLES: 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 

NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 
CABLES: 

" Phistamsel, London " "Harmersale, New York'' 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH H. R. HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 
CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 2B CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

¾ Published by the Phi.latelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
~ Agency, Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary), Limited, 2a Harrison Street. 

· 1 
Johanneshuri;?" • . 
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LONDON 1950 
THE INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION 

MAY 6TH-13TH 
GROSVENOR HOUSE, W. I 

Visitors to London in the Spring are invited to call on us at 

STAND No. SO 

Meanwhile, if you have stamps to sell you cannot do better than to place your property 

through our International Organisation. 

* * * 
If you are buying, our Auction Catalo1ues are essential to you and our Retail Depart

ment can offer high grade quality selections of Great Britain, the British Empire in 

Europe and African Colonies prepared country by country. 

* * * 
Send for details of our world-wide organisation. 

The constant expres
sions of satisfaction 
which we are receiv
ing lead us to believe 
that our service gives 
buyers what they 
want - a well de
scribed and accurate 
auction catalogue, 
coupled with the 

* * * 
INTERNATIONAL STAll,JP,. DEALERS 
AUCTIONEE1lS and LICENSED VALUERS 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON S.W.I 

The equitable manner 
in which we nego
tiate the sale of 
valuable properties by 
aucticm and by 
private treaty is well 
known to many 
thousands of appre
ciative clients. If 
you wish to sell a 
collection, stock or 
single rarity, our 
experience and un
biassed judgment are 

I 

efficient execution of 
their bids if they are 
not able to attend 
the auctions. Can we.,. 

ieserve you ? ~ Telephone: Trafalgar 4034. Cables: "Stamps, London." * at your disposal. i( 

Also at BOURNEMOUTH !PHILADELPHIA, MELBOURNE and BOMBAY. 
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SOUTH~ I AFRICA 

Mat for the Specialist 

========== 

PROOFS, ESSAYS, SPECIMENS, COLOUR TRIALS 

1910 :, 2½d. specimen on official card, A5 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1913-24: ½d. die proof in black, A9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Essays in brown, A 7 a, per single copy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Essays in purple, A7b, unsevered strip . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2½d. imperf. colour proof, green and purple (see photo.) .. 
td.-10/- set ovp. specimen, All . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1925: Air, ld.-9d. set "die proofs," very rare, 4 only known . . . . . . . . 
1926; ld. die proof of frame in black, A15 . . . . . . . . . . 

ld. die proof of headplate in black, A15 . . . . . . . . . . 
½d. die proof in red and black, A16 _._. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
ld. die proof in red and black, A16 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1/-, 2/6, 5/- pairs ovp. specimen, exA18 ........... . 

1927: ld. blue, green and carmine, proof on thick paper, A19 .. 
ld. blue, green and orange, proof on thin paper, A20 . . . . . . . . . . 
6d. colour trial, grey and orange-red, perf ., wmkd., A21 . . . . 
6d. colour trial, grey and orange-red, imperf. on card, A22 .. 

1930: ld. no watermark, S.G. 43b, cat. £4/15/- pair ......... . 
1922: Dues, proof of frame plate in blue, A26 . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1927: Proofs of frame plates in green, rose and slate, A.27, per pair . . . . 

£10 0 0 
10 0 0 

1 5 0 
10 0 0 
15 0 0 
10 0 0 

45 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 0 0 
6 0 0 

2 0 0 
2 0 0 

10 0 0 
3 0 0 

2 7 6 
2 10 0 
1 10 0 

Numbers, where indicated, refer to the Union Standard Catalogue. Many of the 
above items are available in blocks of four, and collectors are cordially invited to 
inspect at their leisure one of the finest stocks of Unions in the country, Want lists 

are welcome and will receive prompt, courteous attention. 

;JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
Box No. 1607 Hours 10 a.m.-2.30 p.m. Phones: Office 33-8494 (Residence) 43-1S19 

mlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll1ffl 
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%e Editor's Corner 

UNION ST AMPS 
Several readers have written endorsing the 

views of "Baobab" in our December number 
that a "simplified" classification of Union 
stamps is a desideratum. Mr. G. N. Gilbert 
in an article elsewhere in this issue has tried, 
and we think successfully, to meet their 
wishes as regards the ;d. rotogravure issues. 
Perhaps some of our Union sp,ecialists will 
tackle other denominations similarly. F'ull 
details are necessary for a comprehensive 
catalogue and/or handbook, but lists such as 
Mr. Gilbert's might be added to such a work 
!or the benefit of the less advanced collectors. 
"Baobab" might submit his listings of the ld. 
and 6d. to Mr. W. N. Sheffiel<l for considera
tion, if he feels too modest to send them in 
directly under his own name. 

Actually a summary ,of the Uni,on 6d. and 
ls. printings was set up for this month's 
"Union N otes,f' but for lack of space is held 
over till next month. 

PHILATELIC STAMPING OF 
MAIL MATTER 

Mr. J. F. Keogh writes agreeing- with the 
letter in our December number on this mat
ter, from the Robertson Stamp Co., and 
states that he tries never to use a stamp on 
a letter or parcel that will be useless to the 
Tecipient. 

We heartily agree with both writers, but 
when Mr. Keogh sug·gests an article on the 
subject explaining to the beginner how to go 
about it, that isn't so easy. 

Both writers really give the gist of the 
matter already; it is merely an application of 
the Golden Rule "Do to others as you would 
be done by." Whenever you write to a fellow 
philatelist try to use stamps, current or oh-

solete (but still valid!) that will be useful 
to him; don't just use any old stan1p you may 
have l1andy. Think what the other fellow 
MiP.:ht put on and what you w·ould like to get 
if he were writing to you; then act accord
ingly. Can anyone better that adv1ce at: 
greater lem.r(,h "It's gey an' easy spierin," 
as R. L. Stevenson makes his beggar-wife say, 
but will the other fell ow take your advice 
even if you do answer him? 

STAMP ALBUMS 
LOOSE LEAF in size 111 x 9 and 111 x 9! 

complete with 100 leaves - 31/6 each 

Leaves can be supplied separately 
at - 13/6 per 100 

HORTORS LIMITED 
• JOHANNESBURG 

PRETORIA 
- - BLOEMFONTEIN 

CAPE TOWN 

P.O. Box 1020 -
P.O. Box 111 
P.O. Box 621 
P.O. Box 393 
P.O. Box 586 
P.O. Box 450 
P.O. Box 411 
P.O. Box 433 
P.O. Box 767 

· - PORT ELIZABETH 
EAST LONDON 
DURBAN 
SALISBURY 
BULAWAYO 

1950 PHILATELIC CONGRESS AND 
NAT ION AL EXHIBITION 

The eleventh Congress of the Philatelic 
Federation of Southern Africa will be held 
in Johannesburg on 23rd to 28th October. 
The Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, the 
host society on this occasion, purpose holding 
at the same time a large-scale National Ex
hibition. 

Competitive entries will be H'llited to col
lectors resident in S•outhern Africa, but there 
will be classes for collections from any part 
of the world. This w·111 be a worth-while 
exhibition on its own account, but it will be 
a grand opportunity for prospective entrants 
for the Cape Town International of 1952 
to give their exhibits a trial run. So, g.~t 
them ready. Fuller deta'ils will be published 
soon. 
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A Sy111phony Concert 
Exhibit of 10 Sheets at the Philatelic Society of Johannesburg 

By E. SCHAIOWITZ 

The idea of enabling Juni:or Coll,ictors to 
shed their shyness and e.axhibit a.t n mE eting 
of the Johannesburg P:ailatelic Society, by 
means of 10 sheet exhibits, was a most ex
cellent one. The success of the evening both 
from the number and variety of exhibits was 
commented on in our November issue. 

This is the story of j 1lst one of those small 
exhibits, which to the pleasant surprise of the 
exhibitor and writer of this, evoked some 
complimentary remarks. The idea germi
nated during the period in Johannesburg just 
ended when there was a great deal of musical 
activity. Being an avid concert-goer as wen 
as a stamp collector, including stamps with 
a "music theme," the writer hit on the idea 
of trying to tell th.e story of a Symphony 
Concert by means of stamps. His mind was 
not unnaturally fuH of his two favourite frob
bies and so there 1·,-~salted the rather differ
ent type of exhibit, detaiJed below. 

The method used was to tell the story of 
the concert and the nvlsic in words, and after 
each secUon, exhibit a sheet of &tamps de
picting the events and the rr.usic. To achieve 
some sort of continuity and clarity, it was 
necessary on a few occasions to r.esCirt to a 
play on words, for which due pardon is asked. 
The stamps shown are here described in 
somewhat greater detail than they were in 
the written. sheets, as the close proximity of 
the actual stamps to the written word did 
away with this need. The story and exhibit 
follow. 

SHEET 1: INTRODUCTION 
At the start we are pleased to announce 

that once more the two Johannesburg Or
che·stras have combin~d, especially for this 
occasion. They are .JOINED together for 
what we hope will be a stimulating and col
ourful performance. 

The stamps shown on the adjoining sheets 
were: The set of coil stampf; K.G.V. Heads, 
Union of South Africa, Perf. 14 x Imperf. 
in JOINED pairs, numbered in the Union 
Catalogue R.2a-R.5a inclusive,. and in Gib
bons 3a, 6a, 9b and 10a. 

A Vertical strip of 4, S.G. No. 43 Unhm of 
South Africa, showing JOINED paper; Union 
Catalogue No. 38Vd. 

SHEET 2: THE ORCHESTRA 
The orchestra is now ·seated on the stage 

waiting- for the arrival of the Condncto!" onto 
the podium. The players are tuning t71eir in
struments and doing some loosening-up wc,rk. 
We thus get a SP~CIMEN of the siunds pro-

duced by the different instruments and of 
what the players can do. 

The _sta~ps shown on the adjoining sheet 
were six smgle SPECIMEN stamps, the 3d., 
the ls. and the 2s. 6d. E ,& A of the Union 
of South Africa London Pictorial Snt. See 
Union Catalogue Page 3, A.18. 

SHEET 3: 'THE NATIONAL ANTHEMS 

The (?onductor has arrjved, the initial ap
planse 1s over and the orchestra plays the 
!ecognised National Anthems. It may be of 
I~~er~st to tender an expla!1ation as to why 
~his 1s done at the beginning of a concert 
rnstead at the end as at other functions. The 
suggested explanation is that an audience 
should leave the concert:haJl with the strains 
of the concert-music in their ears! 

The stamps shown rm tlrn a<ljoi ning sheet 
were: 
Argentine-National Anthem on miniature 

sheet; 
Bolivia-National Anthem (S.G. No. 445); 
Dominica-National Anthem (S.G. No. b24); 
Franco---Rouget de Lisle, cc,mposer ot La 

Marseillaise (S.G. No. 547); 
Brazil-Not the National Anthem but a Leau

tiful stamp with the music of its national 
composer Carlos Gamez (S.G. No. 64~). 

SHEET 4: THE OVERTURE 
The usual begi:rming to a Symp,hony \jOn

cert is an overture. This being, however, a 
somewhat unusual concert, we give you three 
overtures. The first is "Don Giovanni'' by 
Mozart, the second is "Finrral's Cave (Hebri
des)" by Felix Mendefosohn1 and the third is 
to Wagner's opera "Tannhauser." Yf)s, there 
IS something vrrong with the sec:m'.l work
~t ~eems to have something of France about 
1t mstead .of Mendelssohn and the Hebrides. 
It is regretted that tr,.:s is the best stamp 
I could find to depict it. You see, poor .Men
delss0hn has never been honoured hy the 
country of his hirth, while Scotland has never 
issued any stamps. 

The s~amps shown on the adj:oining sheet 
were: Picture of Salzburg Theatre with ad·~ 
joined portion showing a few bars of Mo
zart's Don Giovanni music; 

Picture of Mozart. These two stamps are 
from the set issued by the Nn7.is in "Bohemia 
and Moravia" rluring thP.fr occupation of 
Czechoslovakia, in 1941. (S.G. Nos. 68 & 70); 

20F. French stamp vrith the picture of Cape 
Finisterre; 
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The 3 pf. value oi the 1933 G~rman Wag
nerian Scenes set, showing TANNHAUSER 
plucking the zyther? (S.G. No. 513). 

SHEET 5: THE CONCERTO 
Now; it's the turn of tha Holoist. With mem

ories of Claudio Arum still fresh in our 
minds, we find some difficulty in presentmg a 
comparable virtuoso. We may thus be 
pardoned if for this special occasion we bring 
back to life the gr,cat P ADEREWSKI who 
performs for us the second Concerto of his 
countryman CHOPIN and the last .of BEET
HOVEN'S five piano concertos, popularly 
known as "The Emperor." He could even 
have played Brahms' Second Piano Concerto 
but for the lamentable fact that Brahms is 
nowhere. to be found! We do show you the 
grand piano, and but for the lack of fore
sifht on the part of the powers that be, we 
might even have shown you the old W'and
erers Hall, Johannesburg, where the great 
Paderewski thrilled audiences in the days or 
the "inter-provincials." 

The stamps shown on the adjoining sheet 
were: 
Paderewski as President-Polish 1919 issue 

(S.G. No. 120); 
Chop-in 40 Gl'. value--Polish 1927 fame ( S.G. 

No. 261); 
Chopin 3 Zlotei value-Polish 1848 issue; 
Beethoven-from the Austri.an :Musicians 

set 1926 (S.G. No. C. 30); 
Grand Piano belonging to Bellini, Italian 

Composer 1935 Italian set (S.G. No. C. :W9). 

SHEET 6: INTERMISSION 
This is the time when the critics in the 

audience gather in the foye:r and sing the 
praises of Conductor, soloist and orchestra, 
or p:ossibly damn with faint praise. It's also 
the occasion for an important OFFICIAL 
announcement that the artist will make his 
positively last appearance the following week, 
etc. 

The stamps shown on the adjoining sh~et 
were: 
Union of South Africa OFFICIAL STAMPS: 

Mint and us1~d pairn of S.G. No. 04; also a 
single used with a disUnct F. instead of 
E in Offisieel (this i~em is not shown in 
the Union Catalogue); 

Mint. pair of O 10a ;1 

Mint bl:ock of 016 and 016:t. 

SHEET 7: RHAPSODY IN BLUE 
(Opus 2D) 

The ·second half of the concert opens with 
some modern music. Gershwin, the composer 
of this work, may not have been honoured by 
his country in the same way as were SOUZA 
and STEPHEN COLIN FOSTER, but his 
music ranks in popularity with that of 
the two named Composers, and many of his 
works are not out of place on a concert plat
form. \Ve have tried t-o show as many "blues" 
as we could find. 

r.rhe stamps shown in the adjoining ::,heet 
were: 

Union of South Africa: various 2d. values 
with BLUJ~ centres; 

S.G.-44b-mint block and used pair; 
S.G. 58-mint block and used pair; 
S.G. 015a-mint and used pairs; 
S.G. 027-mint and used pairs; 
Souza and Foster from the Famous Amed

cans (Musicians) Set: (S.G. Nos. 1014-1015). 

SHEET 8: (a) LULLABY; (h) IDYLL 
Now there is some quiet music to follow as 

an antidote to the crashing and often disson
ant chords of the previous work. \Ve are first 
lulled to sleep by the lovely and sn:-well 
known wiegenlied by the unknow.1.1 composer 
FRANK GRUBER and then we Hr.ten fo the 
"SIEGFRIED IDYLL" by Wagner, music in 
great contrast to the tense drnma, of the 
Opera itself as d.epicted in the two scenes 
shown. 

The stamps shown on the adjoininrr, sheet 
were: 
Austrian stamp issued in 1949 with p.ir.tnres 

of Franz Gruber and Josef Moher the com
poser and writer of "Stille Nacht--Hei.lige 
Nacht," commemorating the 1:30th Anni
versary of this song; 

Picture of Wagner; 
Scene from Siegfried-forging the sword. 

These two stamps were issued in Czechoslo
vakia (Bohemia and Moravia) by the Nazis 
in 1913 i.n commemoration of the 130th an
niversary of Wagner's J:,irth (S.G. Nos. 109 
and 110); 

The 12 pf. value :of the 1933 Wagner set 
showing Siegfried slaying t,he dragon 
(S.G. No. 518). 

SHEET 9: SCHERZO· 
There hasn't been time to play a full 

symphony. The SCHERZO is usually the 
third movement and is sb.arp and incisive like 
PINPRICKS. There are many missing j,in
pricks in this movement but they are oniy 
marginal and FO r.ot of great importance. 

The stamps shown ·on the adjoining sheet 
were: 
Southern Rhod~sia Admiral n~t; mint ld. with 

imperf. left side margin: mint pair of the 
ld. with bottom margin imperf.; mint Hd. 
with top margin imp,erf. and showing in
scription; used pair of 8d. value with right 
margin imperf. 

SHEET 10: ALLEGRO-FINALE 
Thi.s is the last movement of the Symphony, 

and it is most fitting that the full orchestral 
pow~r ·should }Je reserved for the dimax of 
our crmcert. An orchestra's powe:r is in its 
BRASS and we try and show a fair amount of 
brass! 

The stamps shown on the adj:oining sheet 
were: 

Union of South Africa: £1 value S.G. 24 
and 24a used; 24 mint; South-West Af
rica: £1 pairs; M-int S.G. 27 and 40a, used 
and S.G. 15 and 27. 
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Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Sierra Leone. Full Gibbons Catalogue 
prices offered for superb used copies of 
S.G. Numbers 49, 51 to 53, 78 to 80, 
86A, 94 to 96, 123, 124, 126, 127, 146 
to 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182, 
Johannesburg. 

For 100 to 1,000 assorted mint or used 
commemoratives of your country I 
give equal number South. Americ~m 
and European commemoratives or air
mails of equal grade. Registered 
sendings only. Members APS, SPA, 
etc. 

GERARDO THOOLEN, CRUZ CHICA 
Cb. Argentina. 

Wanted, Union, S.W.A., Territorials, 
Congo, Mozambique, etc., used pic
torials and airmails per 100 or 1,000. 
Cash or exchange. 

Louis . Fladger, 401 Farmington Ave., 
Hartford 5, Con-n., U.S.A. 

Africa: Excellent approval books of all 
African colo,:::iies available against 
English ref erencesi. Also West In
dies and all other Colonials, including 
Great Britain. Fine copies only, prices 
reasonable. 

Hughes & Co., 28 Nels0t:1 House, Peter
borough, England. 

U.S.A. 
Recent issues here were a 3c. Edgar Allan 

Poe commemorative and a 6c. a'1rmail 
honouring the Wright brothers. The 
U.P.U. emission took the form of three airmail 
stamps, 10, 15 and 25c. "Linn's Weekly" calls 
the first to appear, the 15c., a horrible, sickly 
pale blue that looks as if it had just come 
out of the wash. The 1950 spate stai:ted on 
3rd January with a 3c. for the American 
Bankers' Association on the occasion of their 
75th anniversary and the next commemor
ative will be a 3c honouring the late labour 
leader, Samuel Gompers-due to appear on 
27th January. 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA 
The "Pequena", 180-ton motor coaster of 

the Tristan Exploration Company, arrived 
from the island on 15th December with a 
large cargo of .frozen crawfi.sh tails. An 
earlier trip this season arrived at Cape 
Town on 14th October, bringing penguin 
eggs as well as crawfi.sh tails. 

Mails came on both occasions. The former 
"missionary" type of postmark, with a Mal• 
tese Cross at the foot of the double circ1e 
mark, seems to have gone completely out of 
use. . The postmark on the both mails men
tioned above, and 'rndeed also on the pre-

TRISTAN DA CUNHA 
SETTLEMENT OF 

EDINBURGH 

SOUTH ATLANTIC 

vious mail brought by the "Pequera" (26th 
April, 1949) was as shown in the accom
panying illustration. This is the island's 8th 
type of canceller. It is interesting to note 
that according to Mr. A. B. Crawford, who 
klllOws the island so well, that although 
"Edrnburgh" may be the official name of 
the settlem2nt (and the children are actually 
so taught in school), the islanders themselves 
never use thP name. They may say "the 
settlement," "the houses" or "the 'Willage'." 

A mail left for the island on 25th January 
by H.M.S.A.S. "Natal". In the post office 
announcement it stated that letters and post
cards would be accepted at British Common
wealth rates, and parcels at the reduced rate 
of 6d. a lb. 

* SOMALIA 
Whitfield King & Co. report that the pre

sent series of G.B. stamps overpr'rnted "BMA 
SOMALIA" were to be withdrawn on 2nd 
January and replaced by a similar series 
overprinted "BA SOMALIA". (In view of 
the probable return of this territory to 
Italian Protection, this may be a short-lived 
issue.-Ed.) 

BELGIAN CONGO 
The U.P.U. issue here was a single 4fr. 

stamp 'issued in October. It features a 
globe and a ship in full sail. Stamp Collect
ing has a picture of this with the heading 
"The Prettiest U.P.U. ?", but they also re
mark that an o1d shellback might be critical 
as; to the setting of the sails when the flags 
indicate a w'rnd blowing from all sides at 
once. 

There have been a 3fr. and a 6.50fr. values 
added to the 1947-48 series; the 2.50 fr. has 
been surcharged 3 .fr. and the 6 fr. sur
charged 6.50 fr. and also 4 fr. 
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UNION ½d. ROTOGRAVURE 
ISSUES SIMPLIFIED. 

I fully sympathise with Baobab in his 
difficulties regarding the various Union Roto 
½d. issues. 

They are enough to give anyone a headache. 
Although there have been several excellent 

articles on these stamps, as vide the Sum
mary of Printing Changes 'm the ½ d. in th~ 
April issue, and Mr. Sydow's various lists, 
etc., I think the reason for the confusion 
is due to the multiplicity of printings, shades, 
controls and flaws, which are usually set :mt 
'm such lists, and also to the fact that Gib
bons has changed the numbers of the re· 
engraved issue, so that No. 55 now becomes No. 
64c. Added to this is the fact that there is an 
intermediate issue not listed separately, with 
the stamps slightly smaller and the gutters 
slightly wider. 

So I will endeavour to give ,.a plain and 
comprehens·1ve list of the main printings, 
cutting out all frills, by which it should be 
fairiy easy to see the wood for the trees. 

( 1) The first roto ½ d. printings-listed 
as S.G. 42-are easily recognised. Suid
afrika is unhyphenated. The shading lines 
are vert'lcal top and bottom, and horizontal 
at the sides, and the top and bo_ttom bars 
are crosshatched with white lines slanting 
from right to left. Perfs. 15 by 14. Width 
of gutter just over 13/4, mm. 

(2) The first hyphenated issues, SUID
AFRIKA, S.G. 54, had similar characteris
tics to the first issues, except for the hyphen, 
and the letters of SOUTH AFRICA and 
SUID-AFRIKA are slightly thinner th:m 
those of the first unhyphenated 'issues. It 
is sometimes more difficult in some of these 
printings to see the crosshatching in the top 
and bottom bars owing to heavier inking. 
S.G. 54a is from roll sheets and is identical 
except for the perfs., 13¾ by 14. 

( 3) Now comes the main change. Design 
altered and all shading lines are horizontal. 
The top and bottom bars are crosshatched 
with white lines slant'mg now from left to 
right, and the bars are divided through by 
a fine white line. Perfs and gutters remain 
the same. This is S.G. 64c and d. 

( 4) In August, 1947, a printing appeared 
from cylinders 6912-7019, sim'ilar in every 
way to 3, but with the gutter slightly wider, 
2 mm., and the stamp ~ry siightiy smaller. 
This is an intermediate size, and is not listed 
separately. It must not be confused with 
the later print'mgs with the wide gutters 
measuring 2 ¾ mm. So this falls under 61c 
at present. 

So far all the printings enumerated above 
have been screenless in so far as they have 
not had a fine dotted screen used in their 
printing. 

( 5) Then comes a printing with fine dotted 
screen used in the print'mg of the frame
plates only. There is no crosshatching in 
the top or bottom bars. The gutters are 
21/4 mm. wide. Otherwise the design, etc., 
is as 3 and 4. This is S.G. 64e. 

( 6) Lastly come the control numbered 
sheets, with both frame and headplates 
screened. This has not so far been listed 
separately by Gibbons, but is mentioned in 
their notes at the foot of S.G. 64c, d and e. 
Beyond the fact of the screening of both 
frame and headplate the stamps are identic.·11 
with 5. 

I have purposely left out all mention of 
various intermediate printings, as these only 
confuse the issue. Shades are, of course, 
numerous throughout, one in particular be'mg 
outstanding-the dark almost blue printing 
-which came out just after the design was 
altered, and which belongs to 3 in my list. 
I do not know· if this is what S.G. lists as 
64d. but it is certainly more than a blue-green. 

To sum up-the things to look for in trying 
to decide a stamps category are (a) The 
design. Are the lines of shading all hori
zontal or are they both vertical and hori
zontal. Are the bars crosshatched, if so, how, 
and has the bar a line through the middle 
or not. Suidafr'1ka or Suid-Afrika. (b) 
Width of gutter. (c) Screened or not. 

This is a rough and ready list, but I hope 
that it · may help Baobab and others in the 
same fix to decide what is what. 

-G. N. GILBERT. 

A FINE GEN1ERAL STOCK 
of British Empire & Foreign 
G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues 

Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 

Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

CAPE TOWN1 ST AM1P CO. 
ROOMS 12 and Ila, 

14a Adderley Street, 
l CAPE TOWN. 
L ••.••.•••... ••.••••••..••••• 

MOZAMBIQUE VARIETY 
Mr. J. E. Crewell reports finding a copy 

of the current $3.50 ( Nhanhangara Falls, 
olive) with the Escudo sign-$-reversed. 
Applications at both Beira and Lourenco 
Marques failed to elicit any others. 
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"Guide Lines to the Penny Black," by P. C. 
Litchfield. Robson Lowe Ltd., London. 
Price, 25s. nett. 

The Penny Black, the first stamp of all 
time and still the most popular. There were 
nearly 70 million printed and it is reckoned 
that about 10 per cent. of these still survive. 
On the whole it is therefore not a rare 
stamp, but some examples are much more 
rare than others and market prices vary from 
a shilling or two to £200, according to con
dition and to the rarity or otherwise of 
the particular variety. 

There were eleven different plates used 
for pr'mting, the numbers from each plate 
varying enormously. There are two majo1· 
flaws, the "ray" and the "o", recognised, 
numerous re-entries, double letters, extended 
lines, etc. 

That pretty well summarises the frills of 
this book; the rest of it is solid business
a detailed description of each one of the 
2,880 stamps which const'ltute the complete 
issue of the Penny Black. Every one cah 
be recognised and "plated''; some are easy 
to place, some difficult. 

Mr. Litchfield's painstaking work lists the 
characteristic features whereby every one 
can be "spotted". He does not claim that 
there is anything new or original in his work, 
but it is an amazing compilation of our know
ledge of this aspect of the Penny Black. 
It is not a book for soothing b8dtime reading
or for giv'mg to little Johnnie who has just 
started stamp collecting, but it will be in
valuable to every advanced collector of penny 
blacks whose keenness perhaps exceeds his 
knowledge. 

Stamp Collectors' Annual, published by Har
ris Publ'lcations, Ltd., 445 Strand, Lon
don, W.C.2. Price, 2s. 6d. 

This "hardy annual", as in previous years, 
has a lot of valuable reference information 
for collectors, such as a list of the out
standing philatelic publications of the past 
year, a world currency guide, list of British 
Exchange Clubs and of Study Circles. "Who's 
Who in Philately" (Britain only), Active 
Philatelic Societies in the British Common
wealth (Denmark, cur'10usly enough, is also 
included), and a world directory of philatelic 
magazines. 

There are also a number of short arti
cles by various authors, some of which are 
"Samoan Silhouette," ''The U.P.U. in retro
spect", "Best Designs of 1949" (the author 
gives his ideas as to the "ten best", and why, 
but admits that most people w'ill have their 

own ideas on the subject), "Finland" and 
"Seychelles". 

Stanley Gibbons' Simplified Stamp Catalogue, 
15th Edition, 1950. Retail price 15s. 
nett, plus postage abroad, ls. 4d. 

The Gibbon's Simplified Catalogue is. now 
the only World Catalogue published in a 
sing1e volume, and this is made possible by 
the omission of differences of watermark and 
perforation, shades, errors and m'mor varie
ties and by the use of a number of reduced 
sized illustrations in the foreign lists. The 
result is clear simple lists which are ideal 
for the junior collector and for those who 
collect by designs. 

The 1950 Ed'1tion lists 75,000 stamps and 
contains 1.542 pages-150 more than the 
previous edition, 1but the price remains the 
same. A special feature of this edition is 
that war-time issues of some European ancl 
Far Eastern Countries have been carefully 
revised and augmented and there have been 
an except'10nal number of price alterations. 

"British Postage Stamp Varieties Illustrated," 
by R. C. Alcock and C. W. :Meredith. 
Published by R. C. Alcock, Ltd., 11 
Regent Street, Cheltenham, England. 
Price not given. 

This is a magnificent compilation of the 
errors, flaws and other varieties of British 
stamps starting with the Q.V. surface printed 
issues and going right up to the ILG. VI 
issues 1948. 

The earlier line-engraved issues are not 
dealt with as their varieties have been well 
explored and the results collected in• readily 
accessible form in various handbooks. There 
has been no handbook on the later varieties, 
however, beyond one pamphlet published in 
1925. 

This book therefore fills a considerable 
blank. The beauty of it is that every variety 
is p,ictorially shown, mostly by photographs, 
but with some additional drawings. T,~xt is 
kept down to the briefest possible description 
of the variety, with the additi-on of such in
formation which could not be shown byr mus
tration but which it was considered important 
to give. 

The printing is on one side of the leaves 
only, so that matter relating to any particu•• 
lar item could be removed for the writing-up 
and illustration of a collection, without sacri
ficing other matter. 

A short section at the end ( for the benefit 
of the tyro unfamiliar with terms peculiar 
to British stamps) illustrates -pictorially 
some of the terms, e.g., "Secret dots", ·'Co
extensive" and "Continu::ms," "Jubilee lines/' 
"Off-set" or "Set-off," K.G. V Dies "A" and 
"B," etc. 

Altogether a work on which the authors 
and publishers should be cong-ratulatea! by 
specialists on British stamps. 
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CAPE 4d. BLACK TRIANGULAR 
We have received several letters anent Miss 

Versfeld's article in our issue of November, 
1949. The first came from Messrs. L. N. and 
M. Williams, who write:-

In the paper by Miss B. J. Versfeldriin your 
November, 1949, issue (Vol. 25, page 178-9) 
it is stated that there are five known copies 
of this mysterious stamp. May we point out 
that there are eight reeorded copies, five be
ing from Die A. The three from Die B in
clude the unused copy in R. Roberts's collec
tion (No. IV); this stamp no longer has any 
gum as it was soaked in hydrogen peroxide. 
The second Die B copy (No. V) was in the 
"A" collection purchas,ed by Stanley Gibbons, 
Ltd., in 1938, and is now in an English collec
tion. The third Die B copy (No. VIII) was in 
Robson Lowe's sale 607 on 26th June, 1946, 
when as lot 155 it realised £210, the highest 
recorded auction price for this stamp. The 
other copies are as follows:-No. I-An Am
erican collection ( ex Riesco). No. II (unused) 
-An American collection ( ex Riesco ). No. 
III (unus.ed)-The Royal Collection. No. VI 
-H. R. Harmer's New York sale 1286, lot 
347 (9th April, 1941), sold for 650 dollars 
(£162 10s.) No. VII (unused)-Dr. E. 
Mosely collection in the British Museum. The 
Roman numbering is ours as previously pub
lished, and reflects the order in which the 
stamps were discovered. 

The story ,of the stamp and biogranhi.es 
which we compiled of six specimens will be 
found in our article in "Stamp Collectors' 
Fortnightly," Vol. xlvii, page 9 (January 25, 
1941), and the story is contained also in the 
chapter "Trianguar Capes" in Stamps of 
Fame." 

It is our opinion that the black stamps 
were proofs of the efficacy of the water
marked paper, and were included in a con
signment of ordinary stamps shipped to the 
Cape by Perkins, Bacon & Co. It js by no 
means beyond the realms of possibility that 
the 4d. black was put into use during the 
stamp famine in 1861, shortly before the 
"Woodblocks" became available. 

The suggestion made by Hermann Hirsch, 
that the stamps were a mourning issue for 
Albert, the Prince Consort, is, we believe, 
eff,ectively exp,osed as pure fiction in our 
article in "Stamp Collec~ors' Fortnightly," 
where we show that the stamps were knO\vn 
to. exist before the Prince Consort di,ed ! This 
variety was listed in Alfred Potiquet's cata
logue, 1st edition, which was published on 
21st December, 1861. The Prince died on 
14th December, but obviously P,otiquet could 
not have rushed this variety into print within 
the space of seven days. In any caRe, news 
of the Prince's death did not reach the Cape 
until 30th January, 1862. 

Mr. Stephen G. Rich also wrote ,on much the 
same lines as above. He I'lefers to the Wil
liams,' article and also to one by Meyer and 
hims.elf in the "Essay-Proof Journal" of 
April, 1946, in which they say "Not even one 
fact adduced by anyone i1ndicates that it is 
other than at best a trial colour proof, or a 
trial of the plate in black for some purpose 
not stated but pr,esumably connected with the 
printer's work. The existence of what appear 
to be cancellations on two of the known 
copies has lent plausibility to several f ainciful 
theories about this plate proof"' 

---oOo---

Mr. Edward M. Berry in a short note says: 
"There must be more than five copies in ex
istence as a fully authenticated copy was in 
my possession in 1935/6 ... It was compared 
with the one in the Royal collection and de
clared by Sir Edward Bacon to be from the 

same plate ... It was eventually sold to .Dr. 
Mosely of Johannesburg. 

---oOo---

[The stat,ement by L. N. and M. Williams 
that their No. IV specimen "no longer has 
any gum as it was soak~d in hydr?gen p_er
oxide" inte!"ests me. It is the easiest thmg 
in the world to matnufacture a black triangu
lar from a blue one by moistening- it and ex.
posing- it to sulphuretted hydrogE:n; treat 
this changeling with hydrogen pel"oxide, how
ever and it returns to its pristine blue. I 
neeci' not go i1nto the chemistry -of !his rever
sible action but would merely advise anyone 
offered a "black" triangular to insist on hav
ing it treated with hydrogen per.oxide befo:r~e 
buying. If it remains black, probably all 1s 
well; if it does not, draw your own conclu
sion !-Ed.] 

-oOo---

1911 MACKAY ESSAY FOR UNION 
POSTAGE STAMPS 

Mr. Sam Legator writes:-
Referring to Mr. A. Hilton Sydow's letter, 

published in the "S.A. Philatel!st," Dec~mber 
issue I wish to state that the items which he 
show; missing- according to his collation of 
eolour and denominations, are complete in my 
collection. 

I wonder whether your correspondent is de
finite on the colours, as the red in my collec
tion is more of a Brick Red, and the yellow 
near-er dark Mustard than Yellow. 

---oOo---

Mr. Lr~ncelot A. B. Sharpe also writes (from 
England) to say that he is the lucky posses
sor -of the complete set ,of the 4 strips of 5 
Mackay Essays of 1911. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 
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RECENT PRINTINGS 
We are indebted to the Publicity Officer, 

G.P.O., for the following informatio,n cover
ing the period 8/8/ 49 to 21/11/ 49. . For 
previous listing see our October, 1949, issue, 
page 153. 

Ordinary Pictorial Stamps 
M.-J ob No. 8218 contd. The only _infoi:

mation additional to the October hstmg is 
that the total printililg from cylinders 7020A 
and 11B amounts to 316,356. This makes the 
total delivery on the job 909,356 sheets x 240. 

ld.-Job 2810. On an order for 750,000 
sheets x 240 there were 163,000 delivered 
subsequent to 16/8/49. Cylinders 6A and 6B 
as before. 

Hd.-Job No. 8219 contd. The total de
livery up to 20/9/ 49 from cylinders 6931A and 
B amou1IJ.ted to 547,304, bringing the total on 
the order up to 1,387,868 sheets x 240. 

2/6.-Job No. 9601:. On an order for 50,000 
sheets x 120 there were 59,850 delivered be
tween 18/8/ 49 and 30/8/ 49. Cylinders 6919 
Int. and 17 Ext., both new. 

Roll Stamps 
M.-Job 792 contd. Total delivery from 

cyli1IJ.der 6045 now put at 5,160 rolls x 1,012 
and 7,500 rolls x 506. 

U.P.U. Stamps 
M.-Job 3266. Delivered between 15/9/49 

and 4/10/49. there were 123,700 sheets x 120 
from cylinder 60 and 106,571 sheets x 120 
from cylinder 31 between 11/10/ 49 and 
16/11/49. 

Hd.-Job 3266. A total of 315,979 sheets 
x 120 delivered between 13/9/49 and 16/11/49 
from cylinder No. 1. 

3d.-Job 3266. A total of 60,821 sheets x 
120 delivered between 20/9/49 and 16/11/49 
from cyli-nder 25. 

Voortrekker Stamps 
ld.-Job 7448. On an order for 200,000 

sheets x 120 the total delivered up to 21/11/ 49 
was 53,766 sheets from cylinder 12. 

Hd.-Job 7449. On an order for 290,000 
sheets x 120 the total delivered up to 21/11/ 49 
was 72,500 sheets from cylinder 21. 

3d.-Job 7450. On an order for 40,000 sheets 
x 120 the total delivered up to 21/11/ 49 was 
14,000 from cylinder 38. 

Air Letter Cards 
6d.-Job 6198. On an order for 4 million 

1,588,800 were delivered subseque111t to 
23/8/ 49 from cylinder 40, new. 

Pictorial Post Cards 
ld.-Job 1319. There were 506,880 sheets 

x 32 delivered subsequent to 18/8/ 49, cylin
ders 85 (pictures) and 88 (stamps), new. 

Overprinted for Use in S.W.A. 
U.P.U. Stamps.-14,450 sheets of the ~d., 

14,447 sheets of the Hd. and 10,457 sheets of 
the 3d. drawn from the P.M.G.'s stocks and 
overprinted S.W.A. oo a flat bed machine from 
new formes. 

Voortrekker Stamps.-8,200 sheets of the 
ld., 10,173 sheets of the Hd. and 7,100 sheets 
of the 3d. drawn from the P.M.G.'s stocks and 
overprinted S.W.A. from new cylinder (No. 
6933) on the stamp printing machine. 

Special K.L.M. Voortrekker Flight 
from Amsterdam : 
There appears to have bee-n several varieties 

of special commemorative covers brought by 
this goodwill flight. Some (perhaps all) had 
a rectangular cachet with "ONTHULLING/ 
VOORTREKKERMONUMENT" above and 
below a representation of the Monument, 
while at the left and right sides of it were 
respectively Pretoria/1949" and "Dingaans-; 
Dag" with rays from the Monument towards 
the two upper cor,ners. 

By special request the mail was back
stamped at the Monument on 16th December. 
New ld. and 1 ½d. "Officials": 

The appearance of "Official" overprints on 
sheets of the ld. and Bd. stamps bearing the 
marginal cylinder number imprints of '3A/6B 
and 6919A/6919B respectively was noted by 
Mr. J. Robertson, of the Robertson Stamp Co., 
during December. 

In the case of the ld., this is the first 
change to be rE"corded sincer the "Official" 
overprints appeared on the smaller sized 
stamps-18 x 22 mm.-and listed on page 7 of 
the Supplement to the Union Standard Cata
logue as having been issued after the end of 
1945. The :overprints of the new "Officials" 
do not app,ear to be so heavily printed as on 
those stamps they have just superseded, but 
they continue to read downwards and show 
approximately the same variation of 1H to 12 
mm. in the spacing between "0:ffisieel" and 
"Official." 

The overprints on the Hd. stamps have 
been changed and now read ·upwards instead 
of down. There is also an increase in the 
spacing from the 14/14~ mm. in the previous 
issue to 16/16~ mm. in the new and the lengi:h 
of the words is slightly longer, measuring 
14 to 15 mm. in "Official" and 15~ to 16} mm. 
in "0:ffisieel." This is the third of thf' "Small 
Mine" printings to be used as a Hd. "Offi
cial" and the information should be added to 
that given against Printing No. IV in the 
Summary published in our December, 1949, 
notes. The shade of the stamps used for this 
new overprint is very simihr to the ·slate-blue 
of the previous Bd. "Officials." 
Import and Export Regulations: • 

The announcemetnt made in our December 
issue, p. 190, in general still holds good, but 
a revised list of the sterling area countries 
has been sent us. It is: The Union of South 
Africa, South West Africa; any other part of 
the British Commo'llwealth except Canada and 
Newfoundland; any territory in respect of 
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which a mandate on behalf of the League of 
Nations is being exercised by the Government 
of the United Kingdom or ainy other Dominion 
and British Protectorate or protected State; 
Iraq, Iceland and the Faroe Islands. 

Printing Flaw on Current ld. (Van 
Riebeeck Ship) Stamp: 

A vertical line joining the left hand ends of 
the two lower yard arms on the first stamp. in 
the sheet of the current 1d. Van Riebeeck 
Ship issue is reported by Mr. I. Dekenah, 
Cape Town. 

The flaw exists on the same 6A/6B print
ings on sale since July, 1948, but was not 
present a few months ago i.nd has evidently 
only come into being quite recently. 

As a matter of interest, a similar line ex
ists in practically the same position on the 
No. 1 stamp of the Plate 10 printing- (April, 
1934), but in that case the line extends ver~ 
tically beyond the upper yard arm and it is 
on an Afrikaans inscribed unit. 

U.P.U. "Remainders" and ·Classification 
of the 1 td. Colours: 
With the issue of the Voortrekker Monu

ment Commemoratives on the 1st December, 
1949, and the withdrawal of the U.P.U. 
series on the, same date, a letter received from 
Mr. T. F. Allpass, Germist:cn, mentions that 
the U.P.U. "remainders" were not being re
turned by the various post offices for de
struction, but instead, were being used up on 
parcels, telegrams and accounting documents. 

Discussing the colour of the Hd. U.P.U. 
stamp,, Mr. A. H. Sydow considers it would 
probably be more correct to describe it as 
"red ... brdwn" rather than the "red" given in 
our November, 1949, summary of this series 
and subsequent examination indicates "red-
brown" to be a much better classification. 

Envelopes May Be Used Again: 
A P.O. Bulletin of 6/1/50 states that the 

re-use of envelopes is beiing permitted as it 
was in war-time and for the same reason, 
shortage of paper. As before, previously used 
envelopes will not be accepted for registra
tion. 

New Printings of the 6d. and 1/- Pictorial 
Stamps: 
New issues of the 6d. ( Orange Tree) and 

ls. ( Ginus) pictorial stamps were noted on 
sale at various post offices throughout the 
Union during the first week of January, 1950, 
arid the sheets of both denominations ap
peared with their cyliinder numbers inscribed 
in the margin at the bottom right-hand corner 
opposite the two bottom rows. They are 
printed in the same colour as the vignette, 
or frame, which they represent and in the 
case of the 6d. stamps the fig-,ure "6," in 
the red-orange of the frame, is opposite the 
bottom (20th) row and "6930" in the green 
colour of the orange tree is opposite the 19th 
row, second from the bottom. The same set
up has been adopted on the ls. sheets and 
the blue frame cylinder number of "6935" is 
opposite the 20th row and "6926," in the brown 

shade of the vignette, is in the margin ad
joining the 19th row. 

In his letter from Cape Town on the new 
printings Mr. A. H. Sydow records the 6d. 
on sale at the Y sterplaat and Mill Street Post 
Offices o•n the 6th January and the ls. at the 
Y sterplaat and Maitland Post Offices on the 
9th January. He notes-that the vignettes and 
frames of the 6d. were produced from "cross
lined" screened cylinders-clearly shown on 
the liilled background surrounding the orange 
tree-and a close study of the vignette and 
frame designs on the new ls. gives the im
pression that the same type of screen was 
also used in the preparation of the cylinders 
for this denomi•nation. He also mentions that 
the new stamps are the first screened perma
nent pictorials of these values issued to date 
and has drawn up the two lists, given here
with, summarising the different printings of 
these particular Unions. 

Ref erring to the first printing of the ls. by 
Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co. Ltd., Mr. Sydow 

has submitted the accompanying sketch of 
the initial "A" of "AFRIKA" from Frame 
Plate I of these line-engraved stamps. The 
dots shown on the right-hand leg of the let
ters illustrate the type of coloured spots 
present on the first "A" of all Afrikaans in
scribed stamps throughout the sheet except 
those in the first horizontal row of each of 
the two panes which comprise a sheet. There 
are 54 of these dots on each sheet of 60 x 2 
( 120) stamps but their size and position will 
be found to vary on different units and four 
examples are depicted in the sketch to assist 
collectors in the study of this printing and 
be on the look-out for other specimens. It 
should be noted that these "A" dots do not 
occur on the Afrikaans stamps of Plate II 
amd for further particulars on this subject 
reference should be made to Mr. A. H. Sydow's 
article, "The Distinguishing Features of the 
Frame Plates of the Rectangular Stamps of 
the Union-Printed by Bradbury, Wilkinson 
& Co., Ltd.," in the July, 1945, issue of the 
"South African Phlatelist." 

The colours and measurements of the mew 
6d. and ls. stamps are the same as those cur
rent during the last year and the main 
changes are the screened cylinders, the in
scribed cylinder numbers on the sheets and 
a change in the marginal arrow designs from 
Type 7 to Type 9 (Union Standard Cata-
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logue, page 48). In tbe case of the ls., how
ever, it is worthy of note that the colour 
of the marginal arrows has been altered from 
the vig,nette shade of brown in the previous 
issue to that of the blue in which the frames 
are printed. 

Apart from one or two small spots, no par
ticular varieties have been observed up to the 
present, but as a matter of interest it may 
be mentioned that the "spur" at the foot of 
the tree, Row 8/N o. 12 on the previous 6d. 
issue, is no longer prese+nt. For convenience 
the main features of the new printings are 
set out below. 

6d. Denomination 

(1) Stamps.-Rotogravure printed; screened 
(cross-lined pattem); format, 18 x 22 mm.; 
perforated 15 x 14; watermark, multiple 
Springbok's Head, upright. 

(2) Colours and Cylinders.--Green and red
orange; vignette cylinder No. "6930" printed 
in green cm margin adjoining 12th stamp in 
19th row; frame cylinder No. "6" printed in 
red-orange on margin adjoining 12th stamp in 
the bottom, or 20th, row. 

(3) Sheet Format.-20 rows x 12 stamps 
(240); first stamp on sheet iinscribed in Afri
kaans ( no change). 

( 4) Sheet Numbers and Arrows.-Four 
numerals in red printed twice on right-hand 
margin; marginal red-oramge arrows of the 
solid type illustrated as No. 9 on page 48 of 
the Union Standard Catalogue. 

1/- Denomination 

(1) Stamps.-Rotogravure printed; screened 
(cross-lined pattem); format, 27¼ x 2H mm.; 
perforated 14; watermark, multiple Spring
bok's Head, upright. 

(2) Colours and Cylinders.-Brown and 
chalky-blue; vignette cylinder No. "6926" 
printed in brown on margi•n adjoining the 6th 
stamp of the 19th row; frame cylinder No. 
"6935" printed in the same colour as the frame 
on the margin adjoining the 6th stamp of the 
20th row. 

(3) Sheet Format.-20 rows x 6 stamps 
( 120) ; first stamp on sheet i•nscribed in Afri
kaans ( no change). 

(4) Sheet Numbers and Arrows.-Four 
numbers in red printed twice on right-hand 
margin; marginal chalky-blue arrows of the 
solid type illustrated as No. 9 on page 48 
of the Union Standard Catalogue. 

Variations in Machine Cancellations 

Writing on the subject of variations in 
machine cancellations, Mr. T. F. Allpass, of 
Germiston, records that from February 7th to 
October 31st last year the local post mark 
followed the normal pattem adopted by all 
machine cancellation offices, viz.: 

NAME : HOUR : DAY/MONTH : YEAR 

But at some time between 9.00 and 16.00 
hours on October 31st the order became: 

DATE/MONTH : YEAR : TIME 

with the name Ge1;miston, of. c_ourse, remain
ing in the usual circular positioo. 

Then on some day between October 31st 
and N o~ember 7th, the order adopted was: 

NAME : YEAR : DATE/MONTH : TIME 
and this continued until some time in Decem
ber when the pattern returned to normal. 

The PAID/BETAALD machine. cancellation 
in red was also noted to be gomg through 
similar changes to the other and Mr. Allpass 
is trying to trace the date in December when 
the set-up of the cancellation became normal 
again. 

Additional "Voortrekker" Varieties 
Mr. B. Chaitow, of Jo~a~nesburg, records 

the following constant prmtmg flaws ~n. the 
Voortrekker Monument stamps. as additiomal 
to those listed in our January issue: 

ld Denomination, Row 16/No.5: A V
shap~d or "eagle" mark in sky at left of 
wagon. 

3d. Denomination, Row 3/N o. 2: White spot 
over "SO" of SOUTH. 

Voortrekker stamps of the ld: d€•nomin~tion 
on sale at some post offices about thE: middle 
of January showed a distinc~ change_ m shade 
as compared with those available on the first 
day of issue. The bright magent3: appearance 
of the earlier stamps is absent m the later 
and much duller issue, and i•n contrast to one 
another they appear even nearer to the 
"Violet Lake" colour describe4 by M;. A. H. 
Sydow in our notes on this subJect last 
month. 

Change in the Colour and Form of the 
Cyclometer Numbers on Recent {-d. 
Pictorials 

The latest issue of the ½cl. pictorial stamps 
printed from Cylinder Nos. llA/llB a1~d 
placed on sale at various post offices . m 
Johannesburg and along. the Reef durmg 
January show a change m the sheet num
bers from red to black, and in add!tion they 
now appear as five-figure numbers mstead of 
the more usual form of four-figures. 

There has been no alteration in the positioin. 
of the numbers on the sheet and th~y are 
still printed on the right hand 1;1argi?, but 
the change i•n colour and form 1s evidently 
general, for Mr. A. H. Sydow mentions that 
the same features are present on the lat~st 
printings of the ~d. denomination from Cylin
der Nos. llA/llB 1110w on sale in Cape Town. 

It may not be generally known, but the 
five-figure sheet numbers in black indicate that 
this latest printing of the M. stamps ha~ b~en 
carried out on the larger of the two pr~nt~•ng 
machines in use at the Government Prmtmg 
Works in Pretoria. It is a three-colour 
machine as compared with the two-colour type 
generally used for the printi-I1g of the postage 
stamps and is fitted with a single-comb per
forator instead of the eleven-row multiple
comb equipment installed on the smaller, _but 
faster machine. In consequence, an exam ma-
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tion of the sheets produced on the single-comb 
perforating machine will show a complete ab
sence of the "narrow row" of stamps fre
quently found at the cootre of the sheets 
printed on the multiple-comb perforating 
machine. 

An additional point of interest in this 
latest printililg of the ½d. pictorial stamp is 
that the lines of the Springbok's Head on the 
vignette portion of the design stand out with 
a distinct charcoal black appearance, and in 
str0tng contrast to the frame, when the stamps 
are held up to a suitable position and viewed 
against the light. 

New Air Letter Form: 
A new air letter form hearing a different 

6d. stamp impression and the address por
tion framed by an open sea-scape sketch ap
peared on sale at Union post offices during 
October. 

The new form is the same size as the pre
vious issue, but the paper is slightly stronger 
in texture. The design of the stamp has been 
improved and the whole s2t-up of the front 
presents a much more attractive appearance. 

This is th1.~ fourth of this particular :-;e,ries 
of air letter forms to appear since 1944; the 
last one was recorded as on sale in June, 1948, 
and is describer! in the "Union Notes" of the 
following month. W.N.S. .. ------------····----········-, 

IT IS CONDITION 
THAT COUNTS 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
TRIANGULARS 

Pairs 
Blocks 
Covers 

Mint Shades 
and Postmarks 

Used Woodblocks 

RECTANGULARS 
Fine copies of . many items hard to find 
in really good condition. Enquiries from 
serious collectors receive prompt and 
careful attention. (Referet:::ices appre-

ciated.) 

IF YOU WISH TO BUY ORi SELL 
RiARE STAMPS IT WILL PAY YOU 

TO CONSULT 

H. E. WINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 

ENGLAND 
L •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -~ 

NYASALAND 
It is stated that the current M., Hd., 3d., 

4d., 6d., and ls. are to appear soon with 
"Postage and Revenue." 

WANTED 
TO BUY 

Specialised Collections 
and 

Rare Single Stamps 
of any country for the 

period 
1840 - 1900 

ONLY. 

DOUGLAS ROTH, 
B.P.A. 

" Fairways " 
Mona Crescent. 

NEWLANDS, CAPE PROVINCE 
,.,. ______________ ............ _. -·-·------------------
~--------------THE AIRPOSTS OF SOUTH AFRICA 

By L. A. Wyndham, 
at 15/6 post free. 

I am a specialist in South African stamps-my 
price list is free on request. I want to buy 
S. A. issues and would appreciate offers of all 

items, please. 
Collectors of S. A. resident in Great Britain are 
invited to join the South African Collectors' 
Society, which has a good membership. Full 

details from : 

C. E. SHERWOOD, P.T.S 
105 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manchester, G.B. 

~- - •• - - - ••••••• - ••••••• ■ - - • - - • ~ 

The PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE 

( estab. 1875) 
is your illustrated guide to world 

collecting ! 
Annual sub.: 10/-. 

Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, Strand, London, W.C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 

R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, 
Johannesburg. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

28 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST February, 1950. 
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By MRS. BUTLER.· 
Paper read before the Pretoria 

Philatelic Society. 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Fr-om its very beginnings, the hobby of col
lecting postage stamps attracted feminine 
followers, and to-day the ranks of stamp
dom's roster are generously accented by the 
names of women whose reputations are 
known and respected wherever the avocation 
i~ pursued. ~ome women-the daughters, 
sisters, and wives of philatelists-were con
verted to the hobby by exposure to the activi
ties of their menfolk, others became collec
tors through their own initiative. Some of 
them have become members of the important 
general philatelic organisations of the world. 
Some others have formed clubs exclusively for 
women, and these groups have become pro
minent in their own right. 

Dr. Louise D. Larrimore, now a member of 
t~e staff of the Greenwich, Connecticut, Hos ... 
pih~l, formerly practised in New York and 
durmg her stay in that city, was almost a~ 
eminent in philatelic as in medical circles. 
Besides enjoying herself Dr Larrimore did 
much_ missionary work among- her friends and 
wa~ ms~rumen_tal in org-anising the Women's 
Philatelic Society of New York which was 
the first gro~ip in the country e_?Cciusively com
posed of philatelettes. She might be likened 
to the late Charles Lathrop Pack in that al
tho~1gh she ha~ the means to purchase 'any 
rarity she desired, she instead concentrated 
on stamps which cost her little or nothing ex
cept a fortun_e in time, initiative and Pnergy. 

In the Umted States and many foreign 
lands large firms regularly use so many post
ag,e stamps that huge stocks of them must be 
kept on hand in the outgoing mail rooms. And 

because unused stamps have a monetary value. 
not a few clerks of such firms have been 
tempted to purloin, for their personal use of 
sale, many dollars' worth of the boss's post-

age stamps. As a measure to prevent such 
potential losses. firms are given permission 
b_Y the Post Office department to punch ini
tials through the stampR. By identifying a 
firm's stamps "brandi1ng" them in this man
ner, postal inspectors may more easily track 
down a culprit should the firm's stamps be 
stolen and used bv someone other than the 
"brand's" owner. Until Dr. Larrimore began 
her interest in these stamps, they were 
spurned bv advanced colJectors as being 
"damaged." But in them Dr. Larrimore has 
found an unusually interesting and exciting 
avocational pursuit. 

She became annoyed at fellow collectors' 
consignment of -initialed stamps to the waste
paper basket and decided that p,erhaps a little 
study might reveal some useful fact c,oncern
ing- these philatelic outcasts. Friends were 
willing and anxious to supply her with 

material, she purchased cheap United States 
mixture lots from dealers and got all the in
coming mail from several firms which rP.
ceived nothing but ordinary domestic letoors. 
Hunting through stamps fr-0m these sources, 
Dr. Larrimore soon found several thousand 
different initialled stamps. 

Whenever possible she obtains an entire 
envelope, so that the printed firm"s name in 
the corner may identify the initials punched 
through the face of the stamp. When she ob
tains a specimen whose initials she cannot 
recognise, or which offers no other clue than 
the post mark, her hunting days really begin. 
With all the diligence and perseverance of a 
super-sleuth, Dr. Larrimore tracks down every 
lead. Most of the time a portion of a post
mark reveals either the name of the town or 
state in which the stamp was used. A check 
of telepho1ne or business directories of that 
city usually provides a productive lead, but, 
failing that, she communicates with the post
mnster and obtains the desired answer from 
him. 

Quite often, though, this answer is a pit
fall, for she has found innumerable instances 
of an initialed stamp having been used in a 
town other than that in whi'ch · the authorised 
company is located. Most of the time this 
happens when a mail clerk pilfers a single 
stamp or two to use on personal letters which 
he mails from his home community. Some
times it happens because although a firm may 
be located in one town, it may despatch its 
mail from an adjacent town, and that post 
office may happen to be closer in distance but 
across a boundary line. One large firm in 
Newark, New Jersy, for example, dispatches 
its mail from the Irvington post office. 

The information which Dr. Larrimore has 
accumulated during the years of specialising 
in this "waste-paper basket" type of postage 
stamp is even more amazing than the num
ber of specimens crammed between the binder 
of her twenty albums. 

She has classified initialed stamps accord
ing to the types ,of firms which use them-:
factories, public utilities, publishers, supply 
houses, drug companies, and so on. Cross 
references reveal geographical locations and 
alphabetical listings. She can look at the 
initials of a stamp used by a firm which has 
many branches around the country and tell 
you not only the firm, but also which ,of its 
branches use that particular stamp. 

Western Union, for example, punches all 
its stamps with a large "W.U." But each of 
its larger branches has a "key punch." Dr. 
Larrimore discovered this through individual 
study, and when she checked to confirm her 
deductions, she found that not even. the office 
managers ,of the various offices knew that 
such a key existed. The initials are com
posed of tiny holes punched through the face 
of the stamp, and the size of the initials is 
slightly larger or smaller in the design used 
for the different cities. In one city the first 
hole in the i'W" is of a different gauge, in 
another, the second varies, and so on. By 
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hunting for the off-sire hole it is possible to 
identify the branch office which used that par
ticular stamp. 

At first Dr. Larrimore concerned herself 
only with United States stamps, but now she 
covers the earth and is as familiar with the 
initials oin stamps from New z,ealand as 
those from New Salem or Newfoundland. So 
comprehensive is her collection and so com
plete her file of identification records that she 
has already been called upon to assist postal 
inspectors, the Secret Service, and the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in cases where ini
tialed stamps were involved as possible clues 
to crime detection. 

The casual chit-chat at a cocktail party 
was responsible for the fame of another 
feminine philatelist, and the accumulation of 
one of the more important stamp collectio'lls 
in the United States, if not the whole world. 

Ferrars H. Tows was giving a party in hon
our of Giovanni Martinelli while the Italian 
tenor still was in his prime, and as will in
evitably happen whe11ever a stamp collector is 
present, the conversation turned to the hobby. 
Among the gues~s was Mrs. Fay Jordan, 
widowed cousin of Mr. Tows, and she became 
the butt of a frivolous joke. 

"It's a wonder that you, with plenty of 
time on your hands, wouldrn"t help Ferrars 
with his stamp collection," Martinelli ven
tured. 

·'Oh, bah," Mr. Tows scoffed. "She's much 
too busy with social obligations. Mah Jong 

and teas are more important to Fay. Besides, 
she wouldn't have the patience to treat and 
study stamps as she should." 

That remark was just about all the auburn
haired socialite from Birmingham, Alabama, 
needed as a challenge. The next day she made 
a secret trip to the Scott Stamp and Coin 
Company, looked through the counter albums, 
and then and there decided that she would 
start clandestiinely a collection of her own. 

But her collection would be as individual as 
her nature. She was going to demonstrate 
that she not only had the ability to coUect 
stamps, but also the originality to do some
thing different. And that is how Fay Jordan's 
"Bunch of Violets" was conceived. 

Instead ,of collecting in the orthodox man
ner of completing sets, she would collect 
stamps according to colour. She selected 
violet shades thereof. The beginning was 
quite simple. There were thousands of 
stamps printed in this colour and its hues, 
and the matter of fillitng the first two albums 
was child's play. 

It was only after she had made more than 
a substantial start that Mr. Tows learned of 
her hobby, an<i the progress she made as
tounded even him. For violet stamps were 
he~ng issued almost as often as red, blue, or 
~:reen ones, and so her job was never quite 
fi'nished. She found that many of the older 
classics were printed in this colour, and the 
hunt for them-some of these specimens are 
as elusive and rare as the Post Office Mauri
tius-was a challe'nge indeed. But to-day Mrs. 

Jordan has a steel cabinet in her Riverside 
Drive apartment that is filled with about forty 
albums containing O'nly stamps of a single 
colour. They are mounted on blank loose
leaf pages. Every inscripti.on, every title, 
every date is hand-lettered, also in violet ink, 
with a pen wielded by the lady who had been 
told that she had not the patience to be a 
stamp collector. 

At the National Stamp Exhibition, held at 
Newark, New Jersey, in August, 1945. the 
Bunch of Violets filled seventy-two large 
frames and occupied a separate room decor
ated in violet. The buzz of the philatelic 
chatter which that display started has not yet 
subsided. 

Among the highlights included were the 
famous Department -0f Justice stamps over
pri'llted, "Sepcimen" instead of the c,orrect 
"Specimen," the Port Fouad stamp of Egypt, 
the rare Afghanistan tiger heads, and hun
dreds of similarly scarce and valuable gems. 

Notable among the philatelettes is Mrs. 
Catherine L. Manning, the curator of the 
fam_ous . Smithso!lian Institut!on'_s stamp col
lectwn m Washmgton. Begmnmg her busi-
ness career in the late nineteen hundreds as a 
clerk _with the J. M. Bartels Company, Mrs. 
Mannmg soon accepted a "Temporary job" of 
mounting the few stamps which had been 
sent to the United States Government by the 
Universal Postal Union. Now, nearly fifty 
years later, Mrs. Manning still is with the in
stitution and has complete charge of the wing 
of the museum in which huge cabinets of 
stamps, all in specially c<>'Ilstructed display 
frames, are kept. At one time Mrs. Man
ning has been vice-president of the American 
Philatelic S~ciety and has appeared as guest 
speaker at mnumerable conclaves of phila
telic students from coast to coast. 

Among the other philatelettes of note are 
Mrs. Henry Diamant, whose collection of Cape 
of Go?~ Hope, early United States stamps1 

and C1v1l War and rare valentine covers ard 
internationally famous; Miss Penn-Gaskell 
whose air-mail issues are the best in Europe! 
Mrs. Caroline Prentice Cromwell, who own~ 
what is said to be one of the most important 
collections of Newfoundland in existence; Miss 
Elean Wheeler, who has built the great col
lection of stamps from Crete and British 
colonies; Mrs. Dorothy McE1ntee, a fi~neral 
collect.or; Mrs. Edwin E. Elkins, who special
ises in semi-postal stamps •of the world. 

_Not a few women collectors have made pro
mment places for themselves as professi,onal 
philatelettes. Like ,ever so many mern, these 
ladies found that the knowledge acquired dur
ing avocational pursuits could be turned com
mercial in time of need or inclination.. 

For years C. E. Severn published Mekeel's 
Weekly Stamp News, and although his wife 
assisted him in the many thankless chores 
which bese~ the producer of stamp collectors' 
journals, it was not until after he died that 
Mrs. Evelyn Severn took over the complete 
editorial assignment. Mrs. Severn kept that 
magazine going and so continually improved 
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its policies and contents that many students 
can!not decide whether it was better before 
or after Mrs. Severn became its editor. 

Mrs. D. E. Dworak, owner and publisher of 
"Weekly Philatelic Gossip," is much in the 
same situation. Upon the death of her hus
band, who had founded and built the maga
zine into one of the best in the country, she 
grasped the r.eins and steered it right up to 
the ranks of the "top three" of philatelic peri,
odicals. In addition t,o the magazine, Mrs. 
Dworak (who signs herself simply "D. E. 
Dworak," and thus confounds many readers 
who do !not know that the publisher is a 
woman) has produced a number of permanent 
philatelic reference works, inch:ding reprint 
editions of Album Weeds, a copious work on 
the detection of counterfeits; The Postage 
Stamps of the United States, by John N. Luff, 
a wholesaler's guide, and several smaller 
ha1ndbooks. 

Perhaps the best-known editor of stamp 
catalogues was a woman, Mrs. Hugh M. Clark, 
wife .of the former president of Scott Pub
lications Inc. A philatelette of no small 
fame, especially for her collection of Civil W~r 
Patriotic ,envelopes, Mrs. Theresa, as she 1s 
more widely known, had complete control over 
the listing and descriptions of every postage 
stamp that was chronicled in the standard 
catalogues and albums published by the firm. 
To her desk came communications from every 
corner of the world-from famous students, 
from postmasters-general, from dealers, and 
from individuals who had discovered new 
varieties and believed that they should be 
given catalogue recognition. 

Mr. Clark's own personal secr.etary, Jean 
Koor, is another philatelette who is widely 
known in professional circles, although she re
presents the reversal of the normal procedure. 
When she began work with the publisher she 
was not a collector; but through her personal 
cointact with the hobby, and with the man who 
handled hundreds of thousands of stamp prob
lems every year, Miss Koor was exposed to 
and bitten by the stamp collecting bug. Her 
personal collection c,onsists of envelopes 
mailed by members of the Armed Forces all 
over the world during the war. Through them 
she has classified virtually every A.P.O. 
Fleet P.O. and Field P.O. marki1ng used be
tween 1939 and 1946, a philatelic work which 
soon 'will be published. 

(Taken from: "The Romance ,of Stamp Col
lecting," by Ernest A. Kehr. 1947.) 

HUNGARY 
rrhe Philatelic Agency of the Hungarian 

Post Office states:-
The Chain Bridge of Budapest was in its 

time a unique construction. It was opened 
to traffic on the 20th of November, 1849. 

The Chain Bridge was destroyed during the 
wa1r. Recon'Structed it will again be reopened 
to traffic on the 20th November on its 100th 
birthday. 

On this occasion, the Hungarian Post Office 
has issued a set of postage stamp's in the 

40 filler, 60 filler and 1 forint denomination 
and a set of air-mail stamps in the 1.60 and 
2 forint values, as well as a commemorative 
air-majl sheet of 50 forints. 

"Stamp Day," 11th December, was honoured 
by the issue of a special 50 fil. airmail stamp 
featuring a postman and various methods of 
postal tracrsport. (Information from the Hun
garian P.O. Philatelic Agency). 

Three stamps with a portrait of Stalin 
were issued on the occasion of his 70th birth
day, 21st December. 

DENMARK 
November 13 was remembered as the Day of 

the Postage Stamp. The event was sponsored 
by the Federated Danish Stamp Clubs, Den
mark's Filatelist Union, which prepared 
a special poot card and a special cover de
picting the Danish Mail-Carrier and Danish 
Mail-Box. The card and cover carried a 
special cancellation from cl!n exhibition in 
Holstebro. 

Messrs. Whitfi.2ld King & Co. informs us 
that a 40 ,ore blue stamp is to be issued in 
the current King Frederick IX series. 

CAPE TRIANGULAR WATERMARK 
VARIETY 

In the October issue of the "London Phila
telist," 1949, p. 174, S. G. Rich describes and 
illustrates a watermark variety on the white 
paper Perki•ns Bacon 4d. This has been sub
jected to consideration by a number of Cape 
specialists, and as a result of search several 
specimens of somewhat similar marks have 
been found on other fourpennies and also on 
other de•nominations of both Perkins Bacon 
and De La Rue stamps. 

The mark consists in the presence of a 
rather rough gothic I to the left of the anchor 
and a similar S to the right of it. 

All commentators are agreed that it is not 
a constant variety on every sheet, but if of 
~ccidental causation, sar, by a piece of adher
mg pulp), why always of more or less the 
same design ? 

GERMANY 
The 30pf. U.P.U. stamp in blue issued in 

the. Bi-zone is an in~eresting one, i•nasmuch 
as it shows the Berlm G.P.O. and the build
ir.ig in Berne where the U.P.U. agreement was 
signed. Betwee-.. the buildings is a "ghost" 
portrait of Von Stephan, the "father" of the 
U.P.U. .~ set of four semi-postals, with 
surtaxes m a'1d of various charities was 
issued in · December. · ' 

, 
COMORO ARCHIPELAGO 

It is stated in French philatelic papers 
that the islands, lying in the Mozambique 
Chann_el, may so~n hav~ their own stamps, 
followmg on their havmg been given ad
m'mistrative and financial autonomy early in 
1947. Several of them, Anjouan Mavotte 
etc., had their, own stamps year~ ago·, but 
of recent years they have used those of 
Madagascar. 
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SHORT NOTICES 

Honolulu Advertiser. 
Maj. James T. de Voss, stamp editor of 

Hawaii's largest morning daily, announces 
the resumption of its stamp column, appear
ing as a weekly Sunday feature. A speci
men shows it occupying pretty nearly a full 
page. Why cannot some of our newspapers 
run to such a feature-we surely have many 
more readers ·mterested in stamps than 
Hawaii can have? 

Balasse Magazine. 
Willy Balasse, of 54 Rue du Midi, Brussels, 

well-known publisher of a specialised cata
logue of Belgium and Belgium Congo, sends a 
copy of his bi-monthly magazk1e. There are 
various short articles, with many illustrations; 
they deal mainly, but not exclusively, with old 
Europeans. 

Diei Lupe. 
A fortnightly general philatelic paper, pub

lished at Duisburg-Ruhrort, Hafenstrasse 44 
(Postfach 6). Price, 60 p,f. a copy. 

Af.t. John Bianchi. 
Ml'. John Bianchi, of P.O. Box 498, Zurich, 

sends his 1950 ·wholesale List of stamps. 
Practically only Europeans, prices in Swiss 
francs. 

Bull. Prench Phil. Soc. 
This Society, of the University of Mon

treal, Canada, was recently founded in the 
interests of collectors of the stamps of 
France and her colonies, and already has 
over 300 members. The "Bulletin" has very 
interesting articles and notes on both modern 
and older stamps. 

The China Stamp Society, Inc. 
This Society, whose Secretary is Mr. Cecil 

V. Gary, 507 Hight Street, Cranford, New 
Jersey, has sent us a specimen copy of their 
magazine, "The China Clipper," published six 
times a year, and now in its 13th volume; 
also of their monthly news letter, "The Fly
ing Goose." The latter is mainly society news; 
the former has extremely interesting articles 
-New Issues, Stamps used in China prior to 
the issue of Chinese stamps, Postal history 
of Tibet, etc. 

EXCHANGES WANTED 
Berry Izy, of Aleea Mavromol 4, Galatz, 

Roumania, wishes to exchange modern Euro
pean mint sets for mint sets of British 
colonials. 

Valeriu Plugaru, of Bd. Republicei 12, 
Galatz, Roumania, also wishes exchange of 
mit:1t sets British colonials and first-day covers 
for mint sets of Roumania, Balkans, Philip-
pines, etc. 

· Laurent Morrissette, 3446 Hogan Street, 
Montreal, Canada, wishes to exchange South 
Africans for Canadians. 

LONDON 1950 INTERN AT ION AL 
. ~' press !elease. headed "Around the Exhi

bits described what is to be the lay-out 
of the exhibits in some 900 frames at Gros
venor House. It is obviously going to be 
a very fine exhibition w'1th imagination dis
played . in the grouping and arrangement-
somethmg of every aspect of every countrv 
b:Ut not too much of any one thing. Limita~ 
tions of s:pac; have perhaps. imposed "quality> 
not quantity, on the orgamsers as their aim 
-a~d a y~ry good th'mg, too, for all pros
pective v1s1tors. 

Collections and Sets 
U.P.U., complete mint, 80 

British Empire countries £10 5 0 
Do., 83 low values . . . . 1 O O 

Silver Weddings, mint, low 
values, complete . . . . . . 1 5 0 

3 3 3 
4 15 0 

Coronations, 191 mint . . . . 
Victories, 164 used, complete 
Bahawalpur collection 45 

mint . . . . . .... '. . . 5 17 6 
Ask for Price List for hundreds of other 

sets, packets, etc. 

BENONI STAM\P SHOP 
BOX 485, BENONI 

BELGIUM 
A s.ingle s~mi-postal, lf. 75c., plus 75c., has 

bee+a issued m remembrance of the 50th anni
ver:sary of the death of the Flemish poet, 
Gmdo . Gezelle. It features his portrait. The 
tax will go to the museum in Bruges called 
after him. We are indebted to M. G. Lefebre 
(wh~ used to be our correspondent in the 
Belgmm Congo, but is now living in Brus~ 
sels) for word of a series of 9 semi-postals 
now on saie, the. surtaxes going to the Anti
Tuberculosis Society and other philanthropic 
~agues. Four of the stamps feature na
tio~al flora; the . others show portraits of 
various old monarchs. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 
December 5 saw the appearance of a ld. 

green commemorating the centenary of the
death of. the P?et, ~- ~- Mangan. It has 
a portrait showmg him m a moment of in
spiration w'1th pen upraised. 

KENYA, UGANDA and TANGANYIKA 
From "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" via "The 

Australian Stamp Monthly" we note that the 
50c and ls. values have new centre-plates 
"3" and "7" respectively. Both the 5s. and 
10s. have reverted to comb perforation 13 
x 13 ½. The perforation story of the 5s .. 
over the last two years is interesting:-

July, 1947-13 x 13½ comb 
Jan., 1948-14 line 
Apr., 1948-13 x 13 ½ comb 
Aug., 1948-14 line 
July, 1949-13 x 13 1/2 comb 
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SOCIETY NEWS I 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OJ◄' JOHANNESBURG 

President, Commander C. E. D. Enoch; Hon. Sec., 
B. Glassman, P. 0. Box 4967, Johannesburg; 
i[eetings, 2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday, at the 

.Johannesburg Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

The meeting of 10th January, 1950, was the 
annual general meeting of the Society. Atter re
ports by the Hon. Treasure.i·, Hon. Secretary and 
!:'resident had been presented, an election was held 
for the officers of the Society. The following were 
elected : President, Commander C. E. D. J<]noch; 
Vice-President, .Mr. G. 1\1. Brown ; Hon. •.rreas
urn, Mr. 1\1. Jn·ks; Hon. Secretary, Mr. B. 
Glassman ; Hon. Publicity Officer, :Mr. I. Isaacs ; 
members of Committee, Messrs. J,J. Hunt, J. Shep
herd, and L. Huchen, with Mr. J. Burrell, Dr. A. 
Kaplan, Mr. \V. Redford and Dr. J. H. Harvey 
Pirie as ex officio members. 

The retiring president, :Mr. J. Burrell, gare the 
display for the evening. He read a paper, "A con
ducted tour through the Government Printing 
Works," illustrated ·with lantern slides. He showed 
and described how the U.P.U. Stamps and Voor
trekker Stamps were printed from the artist's de
sign to the completf:'d sheets. 

Mr. Burrell expressed his thanks to Mr. Swane
poel, of the Post Office Publicity Department, and 
:Mr. Booysens, of the Government Printing \Vorks, 
who were both prn;ent ut the meeting, for their 
courtesy and assistance in en:!bling him to pri:>paye 
the slides. Mr. Sheffield assisted l\Ir. Burrell m 
{)Ointing out on the slides the essential points of 
interest. 

It was a very fine paper and the slides made it 
easy to understand, and everyone present was very 
interested in the subject. 

Mr. Swanepoel then showed sheets of coloured 
trials of thi:> e. P. r. and Yoortrekker Commemor
atives from the reeords of the Post Office. 

Commander 1£noch expressed the thanks of the 
meeting to Mr. Rurrl:'ll and Mr Swanepoel. 

During the evening Dr. A. Kaplan signed the 
Philatelic Roll of Honour to which he had been 
elected at the Port ElizabPth Congress. 

* PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, F. C. Ferguson; Ilon. Sec., I-I. Ende
mann, P.O. Box !'>14: Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

7th November. :Mr. Hwanepoel. the Post Office 
Publicity Officer. gave a paywr on South African 
commemorative iF$ues, and further dealt with the 
historv and work of the Postal Department. 

15th November. Yisit to the East Rand Phitarelic 
Society. 

21Rt Novemhl'l·. Paper nnd exhi~it by the Rev. 
Loxley-Chamings on "Stamps with a Story." It is 
Pxpect:ed that this will be published in the "South 
African Philatelist." 

5th December. The Jewish Guild Philatelic SP<'
tion was unfortunately unablt• to pay tht:>ir sch1c"dule-d 
visit. Various items Wl!re exhibitl'll and there was 
a brisk auction. 

J 9th I>eeernhPr. PreRidf'nt's t'Yt>ning, and hii,; 
contributitm took tlH' form of a pnper and exhibit 
dealing with tlw "Post Office on the Sea Floor of 
the Bahamas." 

SPRTXGS l'HU,ATELIC SOCIETY 

Chairman, ::\Ir. C. J. l\feeuwis; llon. Sec., l\Ir. 
Sutcliffe; JI eeti-ngl'!, 2nd ::\londa3·s. 

It was decided. to start our financial year in 
January of each ypar. The annual general meetings 
will be held in January l)f ehch year, but it will 
he held in l<~t•bruary this year. 

A proposal wr1s made that the Secretary should 
•vrite to the F'ed<'ration for an adjustment of the 
f,,es frnm ::\lay up to the t'TH1 of December this year. 

From now on the business of the exchange club 
will be carried on before th~ meetings, from 7 .30 to 
8 p. m., and no buying or selling of stamps will 
take place from 8 p. m. until the end of the meet
ing. 

Different members have been called on to exhibit 
portions of their collections at the monthly 
meetings, 

* EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mrs. R. Alabaster; Hon. Sec.-Treas., 
Mr. E. H. Williams, P.O. Box 198, East London; 
Meetings, 2nd l<""'ridays, Colosseum Theatre Tea Room 
(upstairs) at 7.45 p.m. 

The first meeting of the year was held on the 13th 
January, and membe11•s heard an interesting five 
minute talk by Mr. T. Harper on "Forgeries and 
their Detection," illustrated by a display of 
samples of the forger's a rt. F'ew of the forgeries 
shown would be considered dangerous by any ex
perienced collector, but as l\Ir. Harper pointed out, 
tlle chief danger lies in forgt=>d overprints and sur
charges and in forgeries produced by printing re
productions of rare stamps on genuinely water
ma,rked and perforated paper from which the orig
inal designs have been remo,·ed by chemical means. 

Mr. S. l<'. Fowler showed his collection of 
U.S.A. and Mr. C. H. Thornton a selection of fine 
European classics. A.C. 

* EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. J. Shepherd; Tlon. Secretary, 
Miss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O Box 572, Benoni; Meetings, 
Regent Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

On the 20th December the above Society held their 
usual monthly meeting at the Regent Hotel, Benoni. 
The meeting ·was not as well attended as usual, 
probably duel to the festive season. 

The high-light of the evening was a competition 
arranged and presented by ::\Ir. Sam Legator. As 
.some of the members are very new to the my:.ceries 
of philately Mr. Legator had catered for all, and 
ll study of the daily newspapers would have re
vealed quite a number of answers. The prize of the 
evening, a silver anniversary album presented by 
l\lr. J. Clement, was won by Mr. H. Suklje. 

Mr. J. J. Pine, the exhibitor for the evenin~. 
tabled a very fine collection of Southern Rhodesia 
and the Victories. 

This Society started the New Year in fine style 
with a visit from the> Johannesburg Society under 
the chairmanship of Cdr. Enoch. '.rhe FJiast Rand 
members were very apprecia tin• of the fin~ collec
tions which were tabled and trnst that they will 
have many more opportunities of meeting the ;Jo
lla nnesburg members. 

The exhibits werl" as follows : 
l\Ir. Duehen, Canada; l\Ir. Glassman, New z~a

la nd Healths, Bermuda, Ht. Lucia and Sarawak; 
:\Ir. Sterm•, Georve VI~used; l\:lr. Buchen, Israel 
provisionals and a paper presentf'!d on the same 
subject; Mr._ Hunt, German States practically com
f~lete ; Cdr. Enoch, 18th Century Dominican Repub
hc. 

l\Ir. Gross, a new membn to the East Rand So
ciPty, proposed a vote of th,inkA to the first three 
exhibitors, and l\Jr. Legator to the othe-rs. 

OBITUARY 

It is with regret that we have received the 
news from Pretoria ,of the passing of Mr. 
H. N. B. Hawke, an Hon. Life Member of 
the Society and one of its oldest members, as 
he joined it in 1902. He was a keen phil
atelist and had served the Society in many 
capacities, including that of President. At 
the time of his demise he was Hon. Auction
eer. He was a very regular attender at both 
Society and 00mmittee meetings, and his 
cheerful manner and good counsel contribu
ted materially to the Society's success; he 
will be much missed. 
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' t i JOIN THE 

! FRENCH PHILATELIC 
• ! SOCIETY OF AM,ERICA 
• . ----·------

A non-profit organisation. 

"Established to Promote the Collect~n of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

Members are entitl~d to receive the Society 
Bulletins, which contain studies and information 

from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 

A New Issue Service, acting like a. Philatelic 
Agency, supplies new issues of France and 

Colonies at face value. 

Membership: 
Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 

Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in 
South African currency to the "South African 

Philatelist," Johannesburg. 

For additional information and application form 
write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
Universite de Montreal 
Montreal - Canada 

r ............. . 
i 

i 

ARROWS AND 
CORNERS 

Good selections available, on approval, 
of Union Arrows and Corners Sets, 
from King's Head Controls onwards, at 
very moderate prices. Also cylinder and 

Sheet Number Blocks . 

AIRLETTER CARDS 
I can off er an i•nteresting collection of 
30 different Southern African (Union to 
Rhodesia) airletter sheets, including a 
few used, with shades, sheet numbers, 
etc., etc. Price 30/- (U.S.A. $4) post 

free, c.w.o. 

I A. LICHT'ENSTEt~:. 
BOX 576, BLOEMFONTEIN 

ZANZIBAR• 
1895 SURCHARGED ON INDIA 

Error Overprint Double 
2a. blue . . . • 

.Error "Zanibar" 
½a, green (in pair with 

Mint 
50/-

normal) . . . . . . . . . . 90/-
2½a. green (in pair with 

normal) . . . _ .. 
6a. bistre (single) 

"i'' Without Dot 
3a. orange .. 
4a. olive . . . . . . . . 
IR. green and carmine 

Tall 2nd Z 
½a. green . . . . 
la. plum . . . . 
l½a, sepia .. 
2a. blue . . . . 
2½a. green ; . . . 
3a. orange . . . . _ . 
4a. olive • . . . _. 
6a. bistre . . . . . . . . 
Sa. magenta ....... . 
12a. purple on red . _ 
IR. green and carmine 
3R. brown and green 

Small 2nd Z 
½a. and la. . • 
!Ja. and 2a. . _ 
2½a. green . . . . 
Sa. magenta .. 
IR. grey . . . . . . . . 

89/-
120/-

12/6 
15/-
25/-

2/6 
4/-
7/6 
6/6 
6/6 
8/-
8/-

10/-
10/-
12/6 
12/6 
21/-

3/-
4/9 
2/-
4/6 

lR. green and carmine 9/-

Used 

15/-

6/6 

10/-
12/6 

3/-
4/9 
2/-

30/-
9/-

Other varieties of this issue and all later issues 
in stock_ Please let us have want lists. 

AIR MAIL POSTAGE EXTRA 

LBRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED 
86 Strand, London, W.C.2. England, 

iii 
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To the Serious iCo/lector ... · ' I 
► 

All Philatelists may take an active part in the 

H. R. HARMER Auctions no matter where they 

may live. For the London Sales, special light

weight catalogues are available for overseas dis

tribution. The subscription is £1 per annum, 

including Lists of Prices Realised, the same as 

' ◄ 
► 04 
' ~ 
► ~. 
• 04 1(_ , ' ,i!~ 

. l! . fi;w ijcftN 
for surface mail, with the addition of air-mail postage against which an advance 

deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent free of charge by surface 

mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a year's subscription. 

FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS-
in LONDON 

THE BOND STREET AUCTIONS 

FEBRUARY 20, 21 
First Day: A choice 36-volume Specialised 

Collection of Canada, suitably lotted. 

Second Day: Important British Common
wealth selections. 

FEBRUARY 27, 28 
British Commonwealth, etc., including a 
nice range of countries offered "en bloc." 

MARCH 6, 7 
A very fine general sale with many 

important properties. 

Catalogues for above sales 6d. each. Lists 
of Prices Realised 1/- each. 

• • • and 
wish 

those who 
to Sell 

The same international service is 
available to collectors who wish to sell 
their collections. The H. R. HARMER 
Auctions are the world's best medium 
for the sale of fine and rare stamps. 
More than 3,000 leading collectors are 
consistent buyers at our auctions in 
New York and London. Regular 
Auctions are also held by our Office in 
Sydney, N.S.W. Write to the addresses 
given below for full particulars of 
facilities, Commission ~erms, Insur-

ance arrangements, etc. 

H. R. HARMER 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
39/42 New Bond Street, 
LONDON, W.l, 'ENGLAND 

CABLES: 
" Phistamsel, L'ondon " 

H. R. HARMER, INC. 
32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 

NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 
CABLES: 

" Harmersale, New York " 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH H. R. HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 
CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 2B CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

Published hy the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
Agency, Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary), Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

J ohannesbur~ 
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° K N OW L 1E D G E---=--=--::::::::::::::3 
is of two kinds. We know a subject our
selves, or we know where we can find 
valuable information upon it." 

-Samuel Johnson. 

PHILATELISTS WILL FIND VALUABLE INFORMATION IN 

THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF BRITISH EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS 
IN FIVE VOLUMES 

At the beginning of each issue is given the· method of printing and the name of the printer 
which is followed by the usual data, such as the date, watermark, perforation and size of the 
sheet. The stamps are then listed with prices and are followed by notes, where necessary, 
explaining special features about the issue ; warnings of dange1·ous forgeries and fakes, essays 
(many of which are illustrated), die proofs, plate proofs, colour trials, "SPECIMEN" stamps, 
plate numbers, varieties, rolls, booklets, covers, air-mails and blocks. 

Each country is introduced by brief notes on geography, history and somewhat more 
detai_led information on postal history, :postal rat~s, cancellations._ handstruck stamps and, where 
appl1cable, the stamps of other countries used in the country under discussion. 

Vol. I. 

Vol. II. 

Vol. Ill. 

EUROPE 
This volume will be re-issued in May . 

AFRICA 
For immediate delivery, 

ASIA 

Ready soon. This volume is arranged as follows: 

Part I The Middle .East with Palestine, Trans
jordan, Iraq, Aden and the Persian Gulf 
Region. 

Part II South and Central Asia with India, Ceylon 
and Burma, etc. 

Part III The Far East with Malaya, Borneo and 
Hong Kong, etc. 

Book your order for thi5 volume now. 

Each Yolume ·21/-, plus 9d. postage. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
PHILATELIC PUBLISHERS 

SO PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.I 
Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London" 

Also a t BOURNEMOUTH, PHILADELPHIA, MELBOURNE a nd BOMBAY 

I 
I 
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OPPORTUNITY 
Knocking At Your Door? 

I am taking this• opportunity of reminding collectors that I hold very 

fine and extensive stocks of the choicest British Commonwealth issues. 

Before troubling to write overseas for your wants, may I suggest you 

pay me a visit. As I cater exclusively for the serious collector, I am able 

to devote my personal attention to the needs of each individual. 

You will find that my prices follow the current trend of the 

world markets, and that in many instances they are 

actually lower. In a comfortable chair and pleasant 

surroundings you may select your requirements at your 

leisure. 

Those persons unable to call at my office are invited to forward want 
lists. 

A REGULAR MONTHLY PRICE LIST 

with up to the minute market commentary is also available on request. 
All correspondence will be handled with promptness and courtesy. 

DON'T DELAY I WRITE OR CALL TODAY I 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
2~-26 SHAKESPEARE IIOUSE 

UOMff.lISSIONER STREET 
JOHANNESIIURG 

Hours : 10 a.m. - 2.30 p.m. 

P.O. Box 1607. Phones-Offlce 33-8494, Res. 43-1519 

, I 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

~F-=-=-=-=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'?;he============il 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 
Proprietors and Publishers: 

The Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa 

Honorary Editor: Dr •. J. H. HARVEY PIRIE } p O B 4012 J h b '° 
Business Manager: Mr. L. BUCHEN · · ox • 0 annes u g. 

Subscription: Eight Shillings per annum, post free to any part of the World. 

Vol. 26. No. 3. MARCH, 1950. Whole No. 300. 

1········E·ai~:;i:i···c:::·:~~········1 
!i'11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111; 

FAKES 
1. MODERN UNIONS 

The following notes have just been re
ceived from Messrs. Sydow and Simenhoff. 
From them it would appear that an indi
vidual against whom collectors were warned 
eight years ago, is back in Cape Town once 
again. This time he is masquerading under a 
different name; but his wares are much as 
before:-
. "If you will open a copy of the 'South 

African Philatelist' of April, 1942, you will 
see a half column w'ith certain warnings 
from Mr. L. Simenhoff and myself in con
nection with certain Union fakes-Double 
impressions and changed colours. vV ell, 
after ap.proximately eight years there are 
fakes being offered again 'm Cape Town, in
cluding . certain "off-set" varieties. Mr. 
Simenhoff saw some of the ld. Royal Visit 
Stamps of 194 7 and other varieties; he did 
not recognise the offerer, but phoned me and 
asked me whether Mr. "X" could come to 
my r2sidence to see me personally and sho,v 
me these. Mr. "X" spoke to me by phone 
and I recognised the voice as that of Mr. 
"'Y" of 1942. I asked him to come and see 
me straight away, but he did not turn up. 
While I spoke to him by phone he described 
the said varieties; certain portions of the 
design appear on the bottom blank margins 
-the stamps shown were from Row 20 of 
the sheet-e.g. a mint stamp from row 20 
is shown with a "stamp space" from the 
bottom margin-on that ''stamp space" a 
port'lon of the "frame design" appears-say 
the name tablet with the lettering not in 
reversed or negative form, but in normal 
positions and positive. This is similar to 

some of the fakes of 1942 when certain of 
them were used on letters actually thr.ough 
the post and also in mint cond'ition. e.g. the 
gravure oval with the Van Riebeeck Ship 
vigr.tette doub~y impressed, some normally 
upright and sideways and other obliquely
also not in reverse or negative, but normally 
and positive. The faker 'is apparently abl~ 
t<;> remove, say, the whole of the vignette de
sign from one stamp and to transfer the 
same on to another stamp of the same de
nomination to form a 1-ouble impression, or 
on to a blank margmal "stamp space". 
Whether he does this by chemical or other 
means I cannot say, as l have not had an 
opportunity of examining the specimens. 
'l_'he design-pos'itive on stamp is taken nega
tive on some other substance and therefrom 
transferred positive to a printed stamp ,)r 
a "blank stamp space". 

I have hurriedly sent this news and I 
shall be glad if you can give a warning to 
other collectors." 

A. H. SYDOW. 

2. OLD CAPE CAN CELLA TIO NS 

In the July-August, 1949, number of 
"Philately' Mr. Douglas Roth reports what 

• he considers to be faked cancellations on 
genuine stamps and covers, mainly with 
e'i~her bisected triangular Cape stamps '.)r 
with fiscal stamps purporting to be postally 
used. In many of the cases the stamps had 
pen-marks removed b~fore being put on the 
covers. 

The cancellations are all of the small tri
angular type with the letters "C G H". The 
faking may have been done ,vith triangles 
specially made for the purpose, or they ma v 
have been genuine original cancellers . ob
tained in some way from the P.O. archive3. 
. He h~s stud'ied ~n detail. some eighteen 
items with cancellat10ns on bisects and illus
trations are given of three varieties which 
occur again and again in the series. His 
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main reasons for regard'mg them as fakes 
are:-

(a) Identical triangles appear to emanate 
from several different places. 

(b) They are all on unusual adhesives or 
combinations of them, with the rarer ad
hesives usually cleaned. 

Roth then notes than none of his three 
varieties agree with any of the seven "types" 
illustrated by Mr. A. A. ,Jurgens on p. 56 
of his book, "The Handstruck Letter Stamps 
of the Cape, etc.", but that they are re
presented by various 'illustrations (itemised) 
on later pages' of that book, mainly as can
celling either bisects or fiscal stamps. 

Although not saying it in so many words, 
this appears to be tantamount to saying that 
the items so illustrated by Jurgens are also 
fakes. 

Jurgens too evidently felt this way about 
it and has made a reply to Roth in "Philate
ly" of Jan.-Feb., 1950. This may be sum
marised as follows:-

( a) He thinks Roth's Triangle A fits into 
his Type 3. Roth's Triangle B he cannot 
check up on with no exact measurements 
available (Roth's illustrations are all en
largements). Roth's Triangle C does cer
tainy not agree w·ith any of his seven main 
types; he calls it a mo~strosity and regards 
Roth's identification of it as being identical 
with some of those figured in his (Jurgens') 
book, as ludicrous. 

(b) With regard to Roth's Triangles A. 
and B he states that he has numerous spec·1-
mens of rectangulars ( 1/2 d. to ls.; watermarks 
C C, C A or Anchor) showing cancellations 
with all the characteristics of these two tri
angles. These marks have emanated from 
widely separated towns on the same date 
and/or year. He asks "Would there have 
been any object in a faker creating such 
items?" 

( c) Cleaned stamps are not. necessarily 
evidence of faking, · though they are very 
often evidence of intent to defraud the 
Government of revenue. He refers readers 
to his hook ( ilt supra,) where he has ex
pla'med at length how Cape stamps were often 
pen cancelled, were easily cleaned, letters 
were often wrongfully marked "0.H.M.S.", 
were additionally stamped ( often with fiscal 
stamps), and how the bulk of such letters 
emanated from offices of Magistrates or Civil 
Commissioners. 

Jurgens does not deny that the specimens 
(or some of them) described by Roth may 
have been fakes; in fact he begins his reply 
by thanking Mr. Roth for drawing atten
t'10n to the fact that there are still fakes 
about. Such items were known in the past 
in South Africa, but it was thought that they 
had largely, if not entirely, disappeared. 
He states that there were four known 
fakers, three of whom had genuine triangular 
defacers obtained somehow from postmaster
pals; the fourth is believed to have used a 
cork-canceller. 

On a matter really quite apart from the 
main issue dealt w'1th by Roth, Jurgens has 
laid himself open to criticism by Mr. Rob
son Lowe as the chairman of the B.P .A. 
Expert Committee. 

A footnote to Roth's original article ,states 
"The B.P.A. Expert Committee has avail
able certain reference material wh'ich is of 
great use in classifying a manuscript can
cellation correctly as postal or fiscal." Jur
gens in his reply says "This is absolutely 
incorrect . . ." Lowe remarks that this is 
incomprehensible-as Jurgens 'is unaware of 
the reference material availab.le, how can he 
say that thing is incorrect? Lowe goes on 
to refer to Jurgens' own excellent chapter 
on this subject in his own book. The pre
sumption would seem to be that this chap
ter was regarded as part at least of the 
reference material available to the B.P.A. 
Expert Committee. 

But this 'is a small matter and beside th0 
main issue which would seem to be "Are 
Roth's specimens and Jurgens' specimens 
fakes or genuine?" Jurgens offers to make 
his available for inspection by an unbiassed 
person or persons. Could Roth do the same? 
It might then be possible at any rate to 
get an unbiassed opin'10n. 

STANLEY GIBBONS' l r:---··-··--------------~ 
The New Ideal Postage Stamp Albums f 

FOR SALE l 
BRITISH EMPIRE I 

particularly strong Australia, Bechuanaland, 
Canada, Cape, Egypt, Great Britain, Natal, New 
Zealand, Orange River Colony, Rhodesia, South ! 
Afrfra, Southern Rhodesia, South West Africa, 

Sudan, Transvaal. This ,••' Foreign in Two Volumes 
enough to start a keen foreign collector, 

exceptional collection for £125. 

Apply: ST AMPS, Box 603, Springs 

,.......-------····-----··---··-----~ 
PROTECTORATES 

New printings of Basutoland ld., Hd., 3d., 
4d., 6d., ls. and 5s.; and of Bechuanaland Hd., 
4d. and 6d. are reported by the Crown Agents 
as having gone on sale in January. This does 
not mean necessarily that they are yet un sale 
in the respective territories. 

DON'T FORGET 
JOHANNESBURG NATIONAL 

EXHIBITION 
23-28 OCTOBER, 1950, 

and 
PHILATELIC CONGRESS 

Preliminary Prospectuses are now being 
circulated to all Federated Societies and may 
be obtained from them or from the Philatelic 

Society of Johannesburg, P.O. Box 4967. 
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~--------------------------- -, 
I WE WISH I 
I TO BUY I . : I PACKETS KILOWARE I 
• SINGLE STAMPS SETS • 

I As th, la,ge,t wholml, stamp fi,m in tho I I United States, w, m constant buym, in la,go I I :;:::::Af • quantitio,, of all kinds of postage I! 

t Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
f will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
! References will be .sent on request (if you do t 
t not already know us) so that you may deal i 
f with us with complete confidence. O 

• • i : I H. E. HARRIS & co. I 
: BOSTON 17 MASS. U.S.A. i 
J __ _ - - - - -_________ J 

.---------------, 
t • I BUY AT AUCTION I 
f and pay a FAIR PRICE ! 
• • • • ! SELL AT AUCTION i 
• • i and receive a FAIR PRICE : 
• • • • • t . ' • fjl • . ~ . 
• • : I 
• t 

i EASTBOURNE : 
: : • STAM',P AUCTIQN:S : ! LIMITED ! 
I 34 South Street. Eastbourne, Sussex, I 

England. ! Cables: Rarities, Eastbourn·e. l 
L _ • . • • • •••• - - ••••••••••••••• -1 

ARROWS AND 
CORNERS 

Good selections available, o,n approval, 
of Union Arro,vs and Corners Sets, 
from King's Head Controls onwards, at 
very moderate prices. Also cylinder and 

Sheet Number Blocks. 

AIRLETTER CARDS 
I can off er an i•nteresting collection of 
30 different Southern African (Union to 
Rhodesia) airletter sheets, including a 
few used, with shades, sheet numbers, 
etc., etc. Price 30/- (U.S.A. $4) post 

free, c.w.o. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, 
B.P.A. 

BOX 576, BLOEMFONTEIN 

r------------- -------····-··r 
• : JOIN THE 

: 
• i 
• 

I 
I 

FRENCH PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF AM1ERICA 

A non-profit organisation. 

"Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

Members are entitled to receive the Society 
Bulletins, which contain studies and information 

from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 
A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
Agency, supplies new issues of France and 

Colonies at face value. 
Membership: 

Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 
Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in 
South African currency to the "South African 

Philatelist," Johannesburg. 

For additional information and application form 
write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
Universite de Montreal 

Montreal - Canada 

: 
• • 

I 
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i .................... ~~~~·~····::~.~=~······················I 
"Broken Mast" Variety Not Constant 

Throughout the "E" Control Printings of 
the ld. Rotogravure Pictorial Stamps 

A letter received from Mr. G. N. Gilbert of 
·westminster, O.F.S., mentions that when re
cently going through his earlier Rotogravure 
albums he noticed hvo blocks of the ld. pic
torial issue each bearing the marginal control 
letter "E" and sheet serial number-printed 
opposite rows 5 and 6-which differed from 
each other in the fact that one showed the 
"Broken Mast" variety and the other did not. 

He notes that when writing his articles on 
the first Rotogravure stamps for the "South 
African Philatelist" he stated in the August, 
1934, issue that the "Broken Mast" variety 
had run throughout the life of both the "D'' 
and "E" control printings, but in the case of 
the 'B" sheets it occurred only on the second 
of the two printings which were produced with 
this control letter in the margin. From a 
study of the two "E" blocks in his collection 

he records that it is now quite clear a new 
headplate was used sometime during the life 
of the "E" control printing, but the frame
plate remained unchanged and further, that 
we now have a similar occurrence to that ob
served with the "B" printing namely, a control 
block from the same position in the top half 
of the sheets which may or may not show the 
"Broken Mast" variety. 

Mr. Gilbert p-0ints out that the "Broke!1 
Mast" variety on the "B" control· sheets is a 
very elusive and scarce item when compared 
with the same, but much more common 
variety from the "D" and "E" control sheets 
and he would now like to establish how com
mon, or otherwise, the "E" control sheet is 
without the "Broken Mast." He therefore asks 
readers who may have either the "B'' control 
with the "Broken Mast" or the "E" control 
without the "Broken Mast" in their collec
tions, to be good enough to send him a post
card to P.O. Box 15, ·westminster, O.F.S., 
South Africa, giving the sheet serial number 
on the item. The latter point is important 
for it may assist in determining when the 
change took place and also in proving defi
nitely that there were two complete printings 
of the "E" control. He will be very grateful 
for any information which may be avaiJable 

SUMMARY OF THE 6d. UNION PICTORIAL PRINTINGS 

(A).-Anhyphenate Series 
( 1) Letterpress printed by Water low and 

Sons Limited, from flat nickel-faced electro
typed plates made by the Royal Mint in Lon
don ( issued May 1, 1926) : (a) From Frame 
Plate No. 1 and Vignette Plate No. 1 (gener
ally known as the "London Plates"). • 

(2) Letterpress printed by the Union Gov
ernment Printer from flat nickel-faced electro
typed plates made by the Royal Mint in Lon
don (issued 1927-1928): (b) From Frame 
Plate No. 2 and Vignette Plate No. 2 (gener-

ally known as the "Pretoria Plates"). 

Note.-The London Frame and Vignette 
Plates and the Pretoria Frame and Vignettes 
ut supra were made from a Master Frame 
Plate and a Master Vignette Plate respec
tively. 

(3) Rotogravure printed by the Union Gov
ernment Printer (issued May, 1931): (a) 
Frames from an Unnumbered and Unscreened 
Copper-faced Cylinder; (b) Vignettes from an 
Unnumbered and Unscreened Copper-faced 
Cylinder. 

rn rn 
Nos. 1 and 2 

(B).-Hyphenate Series 
Rotogravure printed by the Union Govern

ment Printer, from copper-faced cylinders. 
_( 4) Frame Die I.-("SUID-AFRIKA," 16¼ 

mm. long (issued October, 1937): (a) Frames 
from Unscreened Cylinder No. 51a; (b) Vig
nettes from Unscreened Cylionder No. 52a. 

(5) Frame Die II.-("SUID-AFRIKA," 17 
mm. long) (issued June, 1938): (a) Frames 
from Unscreened Cylinder No. 53; (b) Vig
nettes from Unscreened Cylinder No. 6916. 

(6) Frame Die III.-(Smaller desigin, 18 x 
22 mm.) (issued late 1946): (a) Frames from 
Unscreened Cylinder No. 6935; (b) Vignettes 
from Unscreened Cylinder No. 9). 

(7) Frame Die III.-(Smaller design, 18 x 
22) (issued January, 1950): (a) Frames from 
Screened Cylinder No. 6; (b) Vignettes from 
screooed Cylinder No. 6930. (Cylinder num
bers printed on right-hand margin opposite 
rows 19 (6930) and 20 (6). 

N ote.-Cylinder numbers were not im
printed on the margins of the stamps of cate
gories 4, 5, 6 ut supra. 

Row I 

Row 2 

rn rn 
Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6 alfld 7 
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(A).-Anhyphenate Series 

(1) Printed by Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co. 
Limited (issued March, 1927): (a) Frames 
from Curved Line-engraved Steel plates, Nos. 
1 and 2; (b) Vignettes from Curved Line
engraved Steel Plates, Nos. 1 a11d 2 (For dif
ferentiation see illustrations h_ereunder.) 

(2) Printed by the Union Government 
Printer (issued September, 1932): (a) Frames 
from Unscreooed Copper-faced Cylinder No. 
6927; ( b) Vignettes from Unscreened Copper
faced Cylinder No. 7020. (Four large blue 
arrows per sheet. (Cylinder numbers not im
printed on margin.) 

(3) Printed by the Union Government 
Printer (issued January, 1938): (a) Frames 
from Unscreened Copper-faced Cylinder No. 
22; (b) Vignettes from Unscreened Copper
faced Cylinder No. 6926. (Four standard blue 
arrows per sheet. Cylinder 111umbers not im
printed on margin.) 

m 
l~I 
Nos. 1 and 2 

to help him in his study of this new aspect 
of one of the early Rotogravure printings, but 
please make sure the block hearing the con
trol letter and serial number is the one from 
the top half of the sheet, i.e., with the letter 
"B" or "E" adjoining the ;English inscribed 
stamp at the end of the row. 

Summary of the Union 6d. and ls. Pictorial 
Printings 

The tabulated lists !Of the 6d. and ls. pic
torial printings, set out in the adjoining col
umns, were comp,iled by Mr. A. H. Sydow, of 
Cape Town, for inclusion in the February 
"Union Notes," but lack of space made it nec
essary to hold them over till this month. 
Though complete in themselves they form part 
of the notes on the new printings of the 6cl. 
and ls. stamps published on page 25 of our 
;February issue. 

Incidentally, Mr. Sydow also mentioned that 
the numerals 6926 and 6935 denoting the 
cylinder numbers used for the production of 
the ls. stamps were taken, as usual, from 
Ludlow Tenpo masters. 

Flaws in the Final Printings of the 1949 
6d. Postage Stamps 

Sheets of what subsequently proved to be 
some of the final printings of the 1949 un
screened 6d. postage stamps on sale towards 

Row 

(B).-Hyphenate Series 
( 4) Printed by the Union Government 

Printer (issued February, 1939): (a) Frames 
from Unscreened Copper-faced Cylinder No. 
38; (b) Vignettes from Unscreened Copper
faced Cylinder No. 6925). (Four standard blue 
arrows per sheet. Cylinder numbers mot im
printed on margin.) 

(5) Printed by the Union Government 
Printer ( issued June, 1948) : (a) Frames from 
Unscreened Copper-faced Cylimder No. 6027; 
(b) Vignettes from Unscreened Copper-faced 
Cylinder No. 14. (Four brown standard blue 
arrows per sheet. Cylinder numbers not im
printed o,n margin.) 

(6) Printed by the Union Government 
Printer (issued January, 1950): (a) Frames 
fr0m Screened Copper-faced Cylinder No. 
6935; (b) Vignettes from Screened Copper
faced Cylimder No. 6926. (Four large blue 
arrows per sheet. Cylinder numbers printed 
on right-hand margin opposite rows 19 (6926) 
and 20 (6935).) 

Row 2 

rn rn 
Nos. 3, 4, 5 and 6 

the end of last year were noted as showing 
signs of cylinder wear in the frame portion 
of the design and in addition Mr. I. Dekenah, 
of Cap,e Town, recorded numerous red spots 
and streaky green vertical markings on sev
eral of the stamps in the right hand portion 
of Nos. 7 to 10 rows. The flaws were evi
dently fairly constant on a number of sheets 
for the same defects have been noted in vary
ing degrees of intensity on some of the stamps 
available at Rand post offices. 

Mr. J. Burrell, Krugersdorp, also records a 
strong white scratch mark slanting; vertically 
through the centres of the orange tree · on 
several of the stamps in colums 11 and 12 
of a sheet of the 6d. denomination. The de
fect was evidently caused. by a piece of for
eign matter adhering to the doctor blade and 
so far this flaw has not been recorded as 
having made its appearance on more than one 
sheet. 

Shade Change in the Later Printings of the 
l½d. Voortrekker Stamps 

Following the note in our February issue 
recording a change of tone from magenta to 
violet-lake in the colour of the later print
ings of the ld. Voortrekker stamps, Mr. J. 
Robertson, of the Robertson Stamp Co., and 
Mr. S. C. Chantler, of Grahamstown, advised 
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us that a change to a darker shade also :oc
curred in the later issues of the l~d. green 
denomination. 

Examination of several specimens of the 
Hd. Voortrekker stamps purchased during 
the two months they were on sale show quite 
a rang--e of shades, but in comparis·on with the 
normal green of those available on the first 
day of issue, the darker tone referred to above 
stands out distinctly as one akin to olive
green. 

Feature of the No. llA/llB Printing of the 
fd. Sheets 

Writing in connection with the appearance 
:of the black cyclometer numbers on the right 
hand margin of the id. sheets issued for sale 
in January this year and recorded in last 
month's "Notes," Mr. C. Calitz, of Mossel Bay 
mentions an additional change that occurred 
in the setting of the type and figures used 
for the inscription "Cylinder No. llA." 

In the two previous issues :of this denomi
nation, the inscriptions in the margins 
"Cylinder No. 7020A/Cylinder No. 7020B'~ 
and "Cylinder No. 7020A/Cylinder No. llB," 
all read downwards, whereas in the case of 
the third printing-Cylinder No. llA/llB
the frame inscription "Cylinder No. llB" 
continued to read downwards, but that of the 
vignette portion of the design, "Cylinder No. 
llA" was changed to read upwards. 

Double Roulette Variety in the ld. "Bantam" 
S.W.A. War Series 

Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey, of Johannesburg, 
writes to say that he has in his possession 
the top right hand porti:on of a sheet of the 
ld. Miniature "\Var Effort stamps overprinted 
for use in S.W.A. which is different from the 
normal in the fact that the vertical gutter 
separating the 10th and 11th stamps of the 
six rows covered by the item is "doubly" 
rouletted. The doubling of the slits is also 
present in the same line running through the 
marginal slogans at the top, of the strip, but 
the gutter between the 11th and 12th stamps 
and the accompanying slogans at the top, 
shows single rouletting only. The normal 
Union counterpart of the item is listed as 89 
Ca.-Rose carmine (March, 1944) on page 82 
:of the Union Standard Catalogue. 

Though the presence of the "doubly" rou
letted feature between stamps of the first 
printings of the Hd. Miniature War Effort 
issue is well known and is mentioned on page 
77 of the Union Standard Catalogue as an 
experimental characteristic, this is the first 
occasion it has been recorded 10n any sheets 
of the other denominations 1n the series and 
it will be interesting to learn of any other 
examples which may have come to light. 

Additional Flaws in the l½d. U.P.U. Issue 
Mr. I. Dekenah, Cape Town, records the two 

following printing flaws as constant on the 
Hd. U.P.U. issue and not previously reported: 
Row 1/N o. 14 Small flaw in the right limb of 

"U" in SOUTH. 
Row 3/No. 8 Small mark in left limb of "U" 

in SOUTH. W.N.S. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland; Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Sierra Leone. Full Gibbons Catalogue 
prices offered for superb used copies of 
S.G. Numbers 49, 51 to 53, 78 to 80, 
86A, 94 to 96, 123, 124, 126, 127, 146 
to 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182, 
Johannesburg. 

Africa: Excellent approval books of all 
African col01I1ies available against 
English references. Also West In
dies and all other Colonials, including 
Great Britain. Fine copies only, prices 
reasonable. 

Hughes & Co., 28 Nelsoill House, Peter
borough, England. 

Union Booklets, covers and panes with 
borders, mint. Urgently required.· 

Dr. C. Murray, Kuilsriver. 

Stamp Collectors: British Colonials on 
approval; try 

K. Mack, P.O. Esperanza, Natal. 

POST OFFICE FACILITIES, 
RAND EASTER SHOW, 1950 

As a matter of information, it is advised 
that a post, telegraph and telephone agency 
will be provided at the Milner Park Show
ground, Johannesburg, for the forthcomin_g 
Rand Easter Show. 

The agency will be accommodated jn th_e 
West wing of the Government Pavilion and 
w'11l be open for business during the period 
of the Show. 

Mail matter posted at the Showgrounds 
will be cleared by, and postmarked at, the 
agency where two special date-stamps, bear
ing the wording "Rand Show, Randse Ten
toonstelling, Johannesburg," and Randse 
Tentoonstelling, Rand Show, Johannesburg," 
respectively, will be in use. 

I should add that the date-stamps ref erred 
to are those which were used, for the first 
time, at the 1949 Rand Easter Show. 

L. VAN ROOYEN, 
Publicity Officer. 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 
DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS 

LEONARD ATHOL WYNDHAM 

Born at Barkly East, Cape Colony, 10th 
February, 1899. Educated at South African 
College School, Cape Town, and Diocesan 
College, Rondebosch. 

Recruited by Maj. Allister Miller as cadet 
in the Royal Flying Corps, 1917. Invalided 
from Egypt, 1918. Appointed to staff of 
House of Assembly, 1920. Ch'1ef Committee 
Clerk at time of death, 16th June, 1947. 

Married, 1922, Irene, eldest daughter of 
Mr. H. H. Davies, M.P., and Mrs. Davies, 
Bulawayo. Five children. 

Hobbies. Cage birds and air-mail covers. 
In the twenties specialised in Yorkshire 

canaries and won several champ'10nships. 
Also officiated as a judge in this class at 
shows. 

Became interested in aerophilately in 1931. 
His collection of flown covers, mainly of South 
African association, won the premier award 
(gold plaque) at the International Ph'1latelie 
Exhibition held at Johannesburg in 1936. 

Wrote numerous short articles on Aero
philately in the "South African Philatelist". 
Author· of The Air Posts of South Africa, 
awarded second prize (silver plaque) in the 
l'iterary section of the aforenamed Exhibi
tion. This is the recognised standard work 
on the subject. 

By invitation, represented South Africa 
at an Exhibition of air-mail covers organised 
by Selfridges, London, in 1938. 

A detailed catalogue, in manuscript, of his 
collection of air-mail stamps and covers is 

on record in the Aerophilatelic Library of 
Francis J. Field, Sutton Coldfield, England. 

Elected to the Roll of Honour in 1938. He 
was a keen and reliable observer of wild 
birds, and the finder, near the Limpopo 
River 'm 1946, of the first recorded nest and 
eggs of Hartlaub's Babbler south of N gami
land, that is, within the ornithological limits 
of South Africa as defined by the late Dr. 
Austin Roberts. Died in 1947 at the early 
age of 48. 

THE "AIR-MAIL LETTER CARDS" AND 
"AIR LETTERS" OF EAST AFRICA 

1941-1945 
In the October and November, 1948, issues 

of the "South African Philatel'1st" a check 
list was printed, giving a description of the 
known varieties of the above. 

Mr. S. D. Barfoot, of London, has now 
submitted for inspection three further varie
ties, not hitherto recorded: 

TYPE 6b-OCTOBER, 1942 
Type 2 (Add'1s . Abeba printing of August, 

1941), bearing the imprinted 25 cent red 
· meter-mark. 

TYPE llb-DECEMBER, 1944 
Similar to Type 11, but printed on reverse 

in small type, at left, below the double line: 
PO-(EA)-S-3808-12/ 44-100,000 

TYPE 20-CROWN COLONIES ISSUE 
The first General Colonies type used was 

a special East African issue, ,vith "Affix/60 
cent/Stamp/Here"-unframed in top right 
corner. 

Used copies can eas'1ly be distinguished by 
the fact that the words AIR LETTER are 
in smaller type than any other Colonial issue. 

I. H. C. GODFREY. 

r THE AIRPOSTS OF SOUTH AFRICA 
By L. A. Wyndham, 

at 15/6 post free. 
I am a specialist in South African stamps-my 
price list is free on request. I want to buy 
S.A. issues and would appreciate offers of all 

items, please. 
Collectors of S.A. resident in Great Britain are 
invited to join the South African Collectors' 
Society, which has a good membership. Full 

details from : 

C. E. SHERWOOD, P.T.S 
105 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manchester, G.B. 

FIJI 
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. report that 

this colony is to have two health stamps, 
ld.+ld. and 2d.+1d., the surtaxes going to 
the Anti-Tuberculosis Fund. 

They also announce the probable appear
ance on 13th March of ls. 6d., 10s. and £1 
denominations. 
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THE UNION ½d. AND 6d. ELECTROTYPED STAMPS LETTERPRESS-PRINTED 
FROM THE ROYAL MINT PLATES (A1ND A REFERENCE 

TO THE 6d. MASTER PLATES) 
By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 

... 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

The half penny and the sixpenny stamps 
of the first Union pictorial issue, each 
of which denomination respectively de
picted a "Springbok Head" and an "Oramge 
Tree with ripe oranges" on a lined back
ground, were letterpress-printed originally in 
London by Waterlow and Sons, Limited, during 
1925 and 1926 and subsequently by the Union 
Government Printer in Pretoria from 1927 to 
1932, from en epargne electrotyped nickel 
plates manufactured by the Royal Mint in 
London. 

These ha\fpenny and sixpenny stamps were 
bicoloured a•nd were printed and issued in 
sheets of 240 units in one large panel of 20 
rows of 12 each. The stamps were inscribed 
in English and Afrikaans alternately through
out the sheet. The Afrikaans version of the 
name "South Africa" was inscribed an
hyphenate, namely, "SUIDAFRIKA." The 
240-set pwnel of each sheet was surrounded 
by two sets of co-extensive jubilee lines in 
the frame and the vignette colours. . 

The stamps of these two denominations were 
printed from 240-set Working Vignette Plates 
and from 240-set Working Frame Plates. 
These Working Plates were made from 240-

. sheet wax moulds derived from Master Vig
nette and Master Frame Plates. 

The Master Dies for the M. and 6d., a111d 
incidentally also the ld., denominations, were 
engraved negative en epargne on steel by 
J. A. C. Harrison. From the Master Dies sub
sidiary steel dies were produced by means of 
steel transfer rollers for the respective vig
nettes and frames. The resultant vigmette 
and frame designs were transferred to rec
tangular lead block or moulds and these were 
screwed and clamped 240-set in large iron 
formes. The iron 11formes and their leaden 
contents were then submerged fo1 electro
depositing baths, and thin layers of electro
deposited copper were grown on the lead 
moulds. Thereafter these copper shells were 
removed from the lead moulds and were 
backed with thick layers of type-metal and 
thus became the Master Plates for the said 
denominations. 240-set Wax Moulds were ob
tained by means of impressions from the 
Master Plates, and on these moulds thfo1 
layers of electro-deposited nickel were grown. 
The resultant nickel shells were removed from 
the wax moulds and they were backed with 
thick layers of copper and thus became the 
Working Plates. The number of Working 
Plates made and their usages are as follows: 

(A)-½d. Denomination 
(a). Vigmette Plate No. 1 and Frame Plate 

No. t were used in London by Waterlow and 
Sons Limited during 1925 and 1926. These 
·were sent to Pretoria and used by the Govern
ment Printer in 1927 and 1928. The Frame 
Plate was used again in 1931 and 1932. 

(b) Vigmette Plate No. 2 and Frame Plate 
No. 2 were used by the Government Printer 
in Pretoria in 1928, 1929 and 1930, and again 
in 1948. Vignette Plate No. 2 was used also 
in 1932. 

The plate differentiations in respect of the 
~d. denomination are described i•n my article 
published in the "South African Philatelist" 
for October, 1948, pages 178 to 181. 

(B)-6d. Denomination 
(a) Vignette Plate No. 1 and Frame Plate 

No. 1 were used in London by Waterlow and 
Sons Limited in 1926. Hitherto it has not 
beetn ascertained that these plates were sent 
to South Africa and used by the Union Gov
ernment Printer. 

(b) Vignette Plate No. 2 and Frame Plate 
No. 2 were used by the Gove:nnment Printer 
in Pretoria from 1927 to 1932 . 

The perforate and imperforate stamps with 
grey black vignettes and red-brown frames 
described in the South Africrun Standard Cata
logue as colour trials were printed from 
these plates in Pretoria. In South Africa the 
electrotyped 6d. stamps printed from the No. 
1 plates by Waterlow and Sons Limited gener
ally are known as the "London Prints,~ whilst 
those printed in South Africa from the No. 2 
plates are known as the "Pretoria Pritnts." 
A difference between the "London Prints" and 
the "Pretoria Prints" was found in the vig
nette plate jubilee lines above and below the 
stamps of the horizontal rows Nos. 1 and 20 
respectively. On the "L0tndon Prints" from 
the No. 1 plates the gaps between the vig
nette plate jubilee lines above and below the 
sixth and seventh stamps of horizontal rows 
Nos. 1 and 20 respectively measured 1 ½mm., 
whilst on the "Pretoria Prints" from the No. 
2 plates the gaps between the vignette jubilee 
lines of similar locations measured 3mm. Vide 
the sketch shown overleaf. Certain varieties 
appeared on the stamps of the "Pretoria 
Prints" but not on those of the "London 
Prints," namely: 

(a) "Large Oranges" on stamp No. 2 of 
Row 10. This was a flaw which developed 
during the latter part of life of the plate. 
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(b) "White Ball" on the spandrel on stamp 

No. 12 of Row 4. 

The 6d. Master Vignette Plate 
The variety catalogued as the "Cloud 

Variety" 0111 the vignette of Stamp No. 11 of 
Row No. 20 appeared on sheets from the Lon
don Prints" as well as sheets from the "Pre
toria Prints." (That on the latter has not 
yet been included in the South African Stan
dard Catalogue.) The so-called "Cloud 
Variety"· was a flaw which consisted of seve
ral short horizontal background lines more 
prominently printed than their confreres to 
the left near the top of the "Orange Tree." 
Its genesis was a "Master Vignette Plate 
Flaw" which was inherited by both the No. 1 
and the No. 2 Working Vignette Plates via 
the Wax Vignette Moulds. Another Master 
Plate flaw was that of an indentation at the 
top extremity of the vignette jubilee line ad
jacoot to Stamp No. 1 of Row No. 11, on 
both the "London" and the "Pretoria" prints. 
The jubilee or guard lines on the Master 
Plates were surrounding continuous ones 
whose replicas were converted into co-exten
sive ones on the Working Plates by cuttitng 
them opposite the termini of the vertical and 
horizontal perforation gutters. Hitherto no 
Master Frame Plate flaws have been found. 

The fd. Booklet Stamps 
The M. booklet stamps ( and also the ld. 

ones) were printed in sheets of 264 units each 
divided into two panels of 132. Each patnel 
comprised 22 horizontal rows of 6 'Units each. 
Of the six vertical rows of each panel Nos. 
1, 2 and 3 appeared in normal positions as 
regards design with Nos. 4, 5 anu 6 in upside 
down positions, or in other words, Nos. 4, 5 
and 6 tete-beche to Nos. 1, 2 and 3. 

O1n each sheet tlte 132-set panels were 
separated by a vertical gutter which contained 
approximately 88 horizontal bars-four per 
stamp, and in the colour of the frames. 

Vignette Plate No. 1 and Frame Plate No. 1 
were used by Waterlow and Sons Limited in 

London. Vignette Plate No. 2 and Frame 
Plate No. 2 were used in Pretoria by the Union 
GoveD-nment Printer. These plates were de
rived from Master Booklet Vignette and 
Frame Plates via wax moulding. The 88-set 
barred Master Die used anent the afore-men
tioned vertical gutter was the same one as 
that used in connection with the plates of the 
Great Britain Booklets which contained the 
~d., ld. and Hd. Postal Uni0111 Congress stamps 
with the profile portraits of H.M. King George 
V (S.G. 434-35-36) of 1929). 

It was a comparison made by me some years 
ago of the barred marginal Union Booklet 
stamps with those of Great Britain housed 
in my collection which inspired me to believe 
that the makers of the plates for the Union 
and British Booklet .stamps mentioned here
tofore were one and the same concern. Our 
philatelic gospel, the "Stanley Gibbons" of 
1949 tells us on page 25 thereof that the 
British Postal Union Congress stamps of the 
M., ld., Hd. and 2d. denominations emanated 
from plates made at the Royal Mint. That 
the Royal Mint in London were the makers of 
the South Africatn plates mentioned in this 
paper is confirmed by the undermentioned 
correspondence. 

During the latter portion of 1948 I wrote to 
my friend in England, Mr. B. Powell, and 
asked him to approach the Royal Mint for 
certain information atnent these Union stamps. 
Mr. Powell verry kindly did so and inter alia 
wrote to me: 

"I sent a cutting from your letter to the 
Royal Mint, and enclose herewith a complete 
copy of their reply which I trust will be what 
you require." 

The reply from the Royal Mint was thus: 
Dear Sir, 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA POSTAGE 
STAMPS 

In accordance with the request in your letter 
of the 19th January, I enclose particulars of 
the ~d. a,nd 6d. plates issued by this depart
ment. 
A-To Waterlows 

~d. (240 set), 1 i1nset 19/10/25, 1 Frame 
2/11/25. 

~d. Book (264 set), 1 inset 17 /11/25, l 
Frame 14/12/25. 

6d. ( 240 set), 1 inset 9 /2/26, 1 Frame 
· 9/2/26. 
B-To High Commissioners for South Africa 

;d. (240 set), 1 inset 7/2/27, 1 Frame· 
7/2/27. 

;d. Book (264 set), 1 inset 9/5/27, 1 Frame 
9/5/27. 

6d. (240 set), 1 inset 1/3/27, 1 Frame 
1/3/27. 

Yours faithfulyy, 

B. Powell, Esq. 

(Sgd.) ............. . 
Superintendent, 

Royal Mint, London. 

fo1 the foregoing letter the word "inset" 
refers to "vignette" plate. I thank Mr. B. 
Powell for his hearty co-operation in this 
matter. 
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A PRIN1TER STUDIES STAMP 
COLLECTING 

By 

A. I. MACKENZIE-Bloemfontein 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Recently I joined a philatelic society. As 
a beginner I was anxious to learn something 
about my new hobby and I learnt a lot. 
However, as a printer, I was struck by one 
aspect of philatelic activit'1es, namely the 
method the average collector approached the 
question of colour. 

Through no fault of their own, but because 
most collectors are naturally ignorant of how 
stamps are printed and how colours are manu
factured and mixed, I find some of the ideas 
bordering on the humorous. A great many 
collectors seem to be fascinated by names 
given to colours. Names such as azure, 
bistre, magenta and brown have a great ~t
traction. However; what is meant by azure, 
for 'mstance? How is it classified, what are 
the standards required for a colour to be 
azure? There are no answers to these ques
tions. Different people have different ideas. 
Therein lies confusion. 

How does the printer deal with this 
problem? 

In the first place printers rejects the 
theory of light. We do not say it is ,neces
sarily wrong, but 'it does not work in prac
tical printing. 

Printers divide colours into three main sec
tions. These are primary colours, red, yellow 
and blue; secondary colours, orange, green 
and violet; and tertiary colours, russet, 
citrene and olive. Now theoretically any 
colour requ'1red can be obtained by mixing pri
maries. In practice, however, black is gener
ally used as well in order to obtain better 
results. Redt yellow and blue are called 
primaries because, in printing, it is impos
sible to break them up into any other colours. 
Used together it '1s possible to make other 
colours. For instance, secondary colours are 
made by mixing primaries. Red and yellow 
make orange; yellow and blue make green. 
and red and blue make violet. In the same 
way tertiary colours are made from second
ary colours. 

Orange and violet make russet, green and 
orange make c_itrine, and violet and green 
make olive. 

Just looking at the above leads to a great 
many quest'10ns, such as: w·hat are the pri
maries made of? What proportions of the 
primaries are used t9 make the secondaries? 

The primaries may come from three 
sources-earths, vegetable matter and che
micals. Take yellow, for instance. Y el1ow 
can be derived from all three sources, · but 

each one will be of a different hue. So the 
first thing the printer has to do is to make 
sure that all the colours he is using have 
come from a common source. They must 
be all earth colours or all chemical colours. 
It is dangerous to mix, say, an earth yellow 
with, say, a vegetable blue. 

Red and yellow make orange-but what 
proportion? Fifty-fifty, or sixty-forty? Both 
mixtures will result in an orange colour, 
but the two colours will differ. 

What is the difference between a shade 
and a tint? A shade ·1s a colour which has 
had black added to it, a tint is colour ,vhich 
has had white added to it. A shade will 
be light or dark depending upon the amount 
of black which has been added. 

Colours are affected by light. A sheet of 
stamps printed in England, for instance, 
in blue, '1s sent to Northern Rhodesia. From 
there it is returned to England. The result? 
It will be difficult to believe that the original 
sheet has been returned. Heat and moistuee 
have played strange tricks. The sheet now 
has a large variety of shades and hues. 

Another important point. The glue or 
gum on the back of the stamp affects the 
colour :of the stamp. The chemicals in the 
glue work through the :pa~er_ and go ~o ~'?r~ 
on the ihk. Of course, 1f 1t 1s a chemical rnn: 
that has been used . . . well, are you a 
chemist? 

Perhaps enough has been said to show 
that it is an unwise policy to go snap on 
colours. Colours are misleading and names 
mean nothing. 

---·-······--··--····· -··---· 
The PHILATELIC 

MAGAZINE 
( estab. 1875) 

is yaur illustrated guide to world 
collecting ? 

Annual sub.: 10/-. 
Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, Strand, London~ W.C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 

R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, 
Johannesburg. 

PALESTINE U.P.U. ERRORS 
To have a U.P.U. set for Arab occupied 

Palestine, the stamps of Jordan were over
printed with the name ·of the country 1n 
Arabic and in English. Errors occurred, as 
is so often the case with overprints, and Unn's 
Weekly illustrates some of these: (a) Arabic 
word omitted; (b) Palestine misspelt; (c) 
overprint inverted. 
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WANTED 
TO BUY 

Specialised Collections 
and 

Rare Single Stamps 
of any country for the 

period 
1840 - 1900 

ONLY. 

I DOUGLAS 
: B.P.A. 

ROTH, 

: " Fairways " 
l Mona Crescent. 
l NEWLANDS, CAPE PROVINCE 
t ..................... -------..! 

r-------···················1 
! A FINE GENERAL STOCK .I 
: : of British Empire & Foreign 

I G.VI Obso!~::;;u:::t ;::.:•w Issues 
; Air Mails 

! Albums and Accessories 

t Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
f Write for Free Price Lists 

I P.O. Box 4290. 

: PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

! trading as 

! CAPE TOWN1 ST AMiP CO. I ROOMS 12 and Ila, 

l. ____ '. 4~ _ ~~~~~~;~~~e~~·- ___ _ 

1935 SILVER JUBILEE 
Complete set (no Egypt Seal), mint £32 0 0 

GRENADA 
1935 Silver Jubilee 

½d.-1/- (4.) 

ld.-2½d. (3) 

M. 
12/6 

u. 
16/-

1937 Coronation 
1/- 1/-

1938-49 Perf. 12½ 
½d. green, . . . . 3d. Blue green ld. 
ld. black sepia od. White back 3d. 
l½d, scarlet . . 6d. White back 3d . 
2d. black orange 6d. White back 4d. 
2½d. bright blue 6d. White back 4d. 
3d. black sage . . 4/- Used . . . . . . 3/-
6d. black purple . . 2/- Black mauve 1/-
1/- black brown . . 2/- White back 1/9 
2/- black ultram. 4/- White back . . 3/6 
5/- black violet . . 6/3 White back . . 8/-

1938-49 Perf. 13~ x 12~ 
½d. green at 1/-, used . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/6 
½d, coil pair showing join (2.) • • . . . . 2/6 
ld., 2d., 3d., 3d., 6d., 1/-, 2/- (7 values) .5/9 

1938-49 Perf. 14 
10/- S.G. 163b, toned gom back, mint . • . . 17/6 
10/- S.G. 163b, narrow frame, carmine, mint 25/-
10/- S.G. 163d, wide frame, claret, mint . . 60/-
10/- S.G. 163e, wide frame, carmine, mint 12/6 

1921-49 Postage Dues 
ld., l½d., 2d., 3d. (4) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/-

Air Mail Postage Extra 

BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED 
86 Strand, London, W.C.2. England. 

~ •••••••••••• ■ ■ ••••••••••••••• ~ 

"IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIP• 

CAPE TRIAN1GULARS 
Some Unusual Pieces 

1855-1858 

ld. pale rose, S.G. 5a, 6d. deep rose-lilac 
mint marginal block S.G. 7c, a large-mar-
of 4, wmk. sideways, gined copy of excep-
and marginal wmk. tionally deep full 
"OSTAGE"; a lovely colour, used and very 

piece. fine. 
£150 £30 

1853 

ld. pale brick-red, S.G. 1, a lightly cancelled 
block of 4, wmk. sideways, from a very d1;y 
plate, large margins except at top right side: 

very rare. 
£100 

• 1863-1864 

6d. mauve, S.G. 20, a 1/- bright emerald-
large-margined copy green, S.G. 21, a 
of exceptionally deep beautiful fresh mint 
full colour, very fine. marginal copy, ex-

£20 tremely fine. 
£30 

H. E. WINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 

THE STRAND STAMP JOURNAL 
Annual 2/6 Subscription 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111':' 
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I SOCIETY .NEWS I 
EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

_President, l\Ir. J. Shepherd; Tlon. SP,cretary, 
l\I1ss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O Box 572, Benoni; Meetings, 
Regent Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

On the 20th :February the members of this society 
went further afield. than usual and spent a very 
pleasant evening with the Pretoriia Society. Our 
exhibitors ·for the evening were as follows : )Ir. S. 
Legator, Yry Staat, Xew Republic and Transvaal· 
Mr. A. Dickens, Union Varieties; l\Ir. H. Suk]je; 
George YI, mint. 

Our visit coincided with the introduction of l\Ir. 
van Hooyen to the Pretoria Society. l\Ir. van Hooyen 
l~as _b~en appoint~d to succPed l\Ir. Swanepoel as 
I u1?hc1ty Agent for the PhHatelic Agency in Pre
toria, a1:1,d members of this Society had the plea:sure 
~fr.mGi-~1~lt._both ::\Ir. van Hooyen and his assistant, 

At our usual monthly meeting held on 21st Feb
ruary, l\Ir. J. Shepl_ierd ta1?led his _Cape Triangulars 
and madt; a most rnterestmg evemng by describing 
eac!1 section as he came to them, including the de
facmg of tJ1e plates and ::\Ir. Jurgens· research work 
on the subJect. 

S.O.J. 

* EAST LOXDOX PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mrs. R. Alabaster ; II on. S ec.-Treas. , 
l\Ir. E. H. Williams, P. 0. Box 198 East London· 
Meetings, 2nd l<'ridays, Colosseum Th~atre Tea Ro01ii 
(upstairs) at 7.45 p.m. 

The meeting held on the 10th Fehrnary was well 
attendf'.d, displays being shown by :Mr. C. Kurning, 
who laid out a very nice collection of foreign stamps 
mount_ed on biack paper. l\~r. W. J. Gillespie brought 
a large select~on of_ 9anadian stamps with a request 
fo~ co;11stru_ctive cr~t1cism, which was freely given! 
Mr. G1llesp1e. exp lamed ho,v this collection was ac
cumulated with small financial outlay much hard 
wor~{ and~ a great d_eal of ingenuity. A very' stout 
effort! ,, e tha_nk him for a very interesting display 
and for many tips on how to collect. 

l\fr. Hillman r_ead,,a five-minute paper on "Aspects 
?f Stamp Co~lectmg. a well thought out and instruct-
1v~ talk which was enjoyed by all. A six-question 
~J'!Iizz caused laughs ~nd_ brain fag, and the prize was 
~~;;~clo a~~!-e~·~- the Jumor visitors who got the most 

R.A. 

* JEVi-ISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 

T Chairman, J. 1\L Rich; Hon. FJer-retary, A. J. 
Nathanson; Jieetings at Jewish Guild, last Thurs
days, 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on 23rdJ February, exhibits 
were provided by Mr. J. SL Rich, ~Ir. B. Glassman 
and )Ir. L. Buchen. 

::\Ir. Rich showed a ",Jewish Theme" collection. 
These were pages of stampf> which hact a Jewish in
terest. The exhibit included the U.S.A. commemora
tive of the heroic four chaplains, one of whom ·was 
a Jew, and stamps of the French Zone of Germany 
sho,ving Heine, Karl Marx and Sannbra Hart. There 
was also a copy of a beautiful Liberian stamp de
signt>d by the Jewish artist Arthur Szyk, and one of 
the Colombus commemoratives of U.S.A. The better 
opinion is that Christopher Columbus had been a 
Jf>w converted into a "New Christian" in Spain. 
Tlwre was also the ,Joseph Pulitzer commemorative 
of lT.s.A. 

)Ir. Il. Glassman showed a few sheets of U.S.A. 
commemoratives including the rare Kansas and 
Neb1-aska overprints, and most of the recent com
nwmoratives. 

l\Ir. L. Buchen show'--><l some pagf>s of Israeli 
booklet stamps. He pointed out that se,·eral differ
ent booklets had al ready been issued. 

l\Ir. W. Oppenheim spoke on the exhibits. 

PRETORIA RAIL"\VAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chairman, )fr. L. L. Brown; I-Ion. Secreta,ry, :'.\Ir. 

"\Y. Kriste; Meetings, second "'ednesday each month 
in Room 1, Railway Recreation Club, Berea Park, 
at 7.30 p.m. 

January. Before a meeting of 47 enthusiasts, l\Ir. 
Andrew Hoy read a paper analysing the scenes and 
objects shown on the current South African pictorial 
stamps. It was evident that he had gone into ti1e 
subject very thoroughly and the paper and discus
sion which followed was appreciated by all. Mrs. 
E. Newlands displayed her South African collection, 
which is an excellent one, having many of the known 
varieties and a lot df the lesser known ones, which 
proved intense study of South African stamps. She 
··was thanked by Mr. J. A. Kriste. 

:Febru:~1y. l\Ir. Andrew· Roy once again haa an 
appreciative audience of 4G members and visitors 
when he gave a short talk on writing up 
a collection. He described various types and 
methods of writing and printing, and also showed 
how to keep the balaneei between the stamps and 
the writing. Thank yon, Andrew, it was an edu
cation to the members. :Mr. S. J. Slotboom exhibi
ted his collection of Canada George VI. The two 
gentlemen were thanked by Dr. Reisener and Mr. 
Blick. W.K. 

* PORT IDLIZABE'.rH PHILl1 TELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. G. P. 

Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

The first meeting of the year was held on Tuesday, 
17th January, 1950. Mr. l<'orbes, in the chair, pre
sided over a large gathel"'ing. 

It has been decided to hold a Quiz evening :with 
::\Ir. D. H. Kirchner as question master, and members 
had been asked to send questions in before th~ even
ing, but owing to so few questions being received 
the quiz was taken from Stanley Gibbons' book '''.I'he 
splendid book of Postage Stamps." (Answ1;rs found 
at the end of the book.) Some of the questions were 
real "teasers" and did not deal only with the Brit
ish Commonwealth but with many foreign countriei.. 
The evening was a great success and the menmers 
hope to repeat it in the near future. A quiz certainly 
makes one examine one's stamps more carefully so 
as to memorise their peculiarities. The usual auc
tion was held with Mr. Kirchner acting as auctioneer, 
and over £7 worth of stamps were quickly sold, 
most of them of higher values. 

A hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
quiz master. L.E.C. 

* SPRINGS PHILATELIC SOCH.JTY 
President, Mr. C. J. Meeuwis; Hon. Sec., ML·. J. C. 

Sutcliffe; Meetings, 2nd Mondays. 
The annual general meeting of the above Society 

was held on the evening of Monday, 13th February, 
the following office,bearers being elected : 

President, Mr. C. J. Meeuwis; Vice-President, 1\Ir. 
ID. Earnshaw; Hon. Secretary, Mr .. T. C. Sutclifff>. 
The committee members elected were: Messrs. C. R. 
du Plessis, E. A. Bennie, l<'. I-I. w·. Pocock, and 1\Irs. 
F. R Snell. 

The meeting was unusually well attended, and 
this brought home to us that although young, the 
Society is no longer in its infancy. An interesting 
suggestion came from the chair, in that a Philatf>lic 
Reference Library be established, but as the busmess 
of the meeting had yet to he discnsr,:ed the new 
office-bearers were charged with the task of inYe>sti
gating the possibility of this. "\Ve hope to hear more 
of this suggestion in the near futurf'. 

After tea there was a small exhibit by Mr. 1rri<'h
ard, who displayed his collection of Union and South
\Vest African stamps. 1t was surprir,:ing to see 
what )Ir. Trichard had achieved in the short time 
since he so unfortunately lost his rnnin collection 
through fire. A further feature was thP carc>ful and 
attractive way in which the st~mps had been ar
ranged on each sheet. Mr. Trichard is to be con· 
gratulated. 

A short summarising tnlk from the chair followPd 
and then, as philateli;,ts do. most of us collected our 
o,vn belongings and quietly disappeared. 

F.H.W.P. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

March, 1950. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 45 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OJ,' JOHANNESBURG 
President. Commander C. E. D. Enoch; Hon. Sec •• 

B. Glassman, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; 
Meetings, 2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday, at the 
Johannesburg Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

At the meeting held on 14th February the exhibit 
was provided by l\lr. E. Seelig, who showed a big 
collection of str.mp::, of Australia. 

There were some fine items included in the ex
hibit, among them being £1 and £2 values in the 
,·arious Kangaroo issues in fine 1;sed condition. There 
were numerous shades shown. The commemoratives 
were well represented, inclnding three different 
shades of the 5s. value in the Sydney Bridge issue, 
all fine used. '.l'here ·was a very good range of im
print blocks in mint condition. 

::\Ir. J. \Y. Schubart spoke on the exhibit. 
During the evening it was announced that Dr. 

J. H. Harvey Pirie had donated his fine collection 
of philatelic items of ::-\onthern and Eastern Africa 
of the Second \Vorld \Var to the Africana ::\Iuseurn. 
A portion of this was on exhibit in the vestibule of 
the library. Dr. Pirie gave a brief. talk ou this 
collection. 

::\fr. Gordon Brown was the exhibitor at the meet
ing held on 27th Februrtry. He showed a fine ex
hibit of Nyasaland. It was a full range of stamps 
from the earliest issuPs to the most recent. l\lany 
varieti~s were included, amongst them being aouble 
o-,erpnnts in the "one penny" on two-pence issue 
of 1895,_ and ei:rors in overprint in the "one-penny" 
on 3s. issue nunt and used. '.rhere were numerous 
~heque stamps used as wl'll as many other rare 
items. An unusual part of the exhibit was a :;;;et 
of Portuguese :mast African stamps used in Nya,m
land by the British troops during the first world 
war. 
. ::\Ir. Brown read a paper giving :,;ome interesting 
rnformation on the history and geography of the 
territory a:,; well as on its stamps. 

Dr. J. H. Han-ey Pirie spoke on the exhibit. 

* GRAHAMSTOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, pr. C. G. A. Cory: Hon. Sec./Trea.q, 

:'.\Ir. !1· Q. Tarr. Wood House, Kingswood College; 
Jfeetings, 2nd 'l'hursdays, 8 p.m, 120 High Street. 

~th February saw tl:ie first meeting of the year, 
wluch took the form_ of' the Annual General Meeting. 
:'.\Ir .. Chantler was m the chair. Formal busine:;;;:,; 
havmg been disposed of, the proposal that ::\Ir \Y 
X. Shef?eld be elected to Honorary :'.\[ember;mp of 
the Society was warmly carried. '.l'he purchase of a 
w,eful lettering stencil for u:,;e by the members v,a:,; 
approved. Officers elected for 19fi0 ,-..ere : Pre:;;;ident 
Dr. C. G. A. Cory; \'ice-Pre;,iclent, ::\fr. :M. c'. 
Fletcher; Mr. R. Q. Tarr. Dr. Tame and l\lr. T. 
Drury were re-elected to their offices of Secreta:ry / 
Teast!rer, Sales Supe_rmtendent and Librarian re
,;pectively. The evenmg closed with a. display by 
.:\Ir. Leo Holesgrove, followed by an auction. 

R.Q.T. 

* * * AMERICAN NEWS LETTER 
Recently two well-known philatelic figures 

have passed away in the United States. In 
New York the well-loved Dane, Paul Bluss, 
~ho for year_s cond~cted a vast philatelic 
literature busmess, died of a heart attaek. 
On February 1 Saul Newbury died in Chi
cago. Winner of the Grand Award at the 
~entenary Philatel'ic Exhibition in New York 
m 1947, Mr. ~ewbury_ occupied an import.ant 
place m American philately. Known for his 
superb 19th Century United States stamps, 
he also had notable collections of Brazil 
Bulls' Eyes, early Columbia Republics, 
Shanghai, China and early Peruvian issues. 

Although no official announcement has as 
yet appeared, Washington, D.C. newspaper 
reports indicate that the proposed 3c Boy 
Scout stamp will be released on June 30, 1950. 
Issued in conjunction with the Boy Scout 
J~mbcree at. Valley! Forge, Pa., the stamp 
will ~ppear m khaki colour and may include 

portraits of Dan Beard or James E. West, 
two leaders of Scoutmg in America. 

Certain also appears Septemer 29, 1950, 
as the date for release of a stamp to com
memorate the final encampment of the United 
Confederate Veterans at Little Rock, Ar
kansas. 

Issued on January 27, 1950, a new 3c stamp 
celebrates the 100th anniversary of the birth 
in London of Samuel Gompers, for forty-one 
years president of the American Federation 
?f Labour. Purple in colour, the stamp is 
m the format of the Famous American series. 

Rumours have it that the present stamped 
envelope design, ·m use for nearly thirty
four years, will soon. be replaced. 

For the two-dollar 1950 duck stamp to go 
in~o use on July 1, which Federal law re
qmres every hunter of migratory waterfowl 
to purchase, cancel with his signature and 
carry while hunting, a picture of two trum
peter swans has been chosen. This species, 
now numbering only 431 as of 1949, is under 
protect10n of the Fish and Wild Life Ser
vice. 

Th_e di~·ector of this ~ervice is proposing 
a wild life postage series, presenting a le 
grizzly bear, a 2c bald eagle, a 3c prong
horned antelope, a 4c whooping crane, a 3c 
beaver and a 10c wild turkey. 

Other stamps proposed for 1950 are for 
California statehood, for the Indiana Terr'1-
tory sesquicentennial, and for unification of 
the army, navy and air force. One Washing""· 
ton reporter regards as certain a stamp 
showing the Statue of Freedom on the dome 
of the capital to publicise the Freedom Fair 
and a series of three stamps to celebrat~ th~ 
sesqu·1centennial of the establishment of the 
Federal Government in the District of Coliun
bia. 

This week's issue of an American philatelic 
newspaper carries the advertisement of Bri
tish Ove~seas Air:ways Corporation of daily 
stratocrmser service to London for the In
ternat~onal Sta~p Exhibition in May. The 
same issue carries also a story of a special 
philatelic tour to the London show and to 
E-~ir?pe, arranged by K.L.M. Royal Dutch 
Airlmes. The tour will depart from New 
York on May· 5 and return there on May 29. 
~ealers and collectors may visit the high
lights of the Euro:13ean philatelic world and 
also visit world-famous scenic, historic and 
cultural sites on the Continent. 

Early Feb~uary_ saw the cap_ital buzzing 
over the res1gnat10n of a special assistant 
to the Postmaster-General because of his in
volvement in postage stamp deals. Press re
leases 'mdicate that he admitted receiving 
more than 300,000 dollars from would-he 
speculators in new issues of commemorative 
stamps. Early "investors" are alleged to 
have received substantial "profits" from the 
money turned in by later victims. No 
stamps, it is reported, were ever actually 
bought or sold. The scheme was pure kiting 
of finances, an old device of confidence men 
according to the printed reports. ' 

G. R. RANKIN (12-2-50). 
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The Great Mail, by Leonard V. Huber and 
Clarence A. Wagner. Published by The 
American Philatelic Society, Inc., P.O. 
Box 800, State College, Pa. Price $5.00. 

This is actually a Postal History of New 
Orleans and the transportation of mail in 
the "Deep South" during the 19th Century. 
The mail route between \Vashington and 
New Orleans was called by the Postmasters
General during the per'10d 1820-50 "The 
Great Mail", hence the title of the book. 

It is practically all original work, hitherto 
unpublished, and its 200 pages and some 175 
fine illustrations make it a magnificent postal 
history reference book. This '1s what it is 
primarily intended to be, but it is actually 
also history of an entrancing kind, for New 
Orleans lends itself peculiarly to this. 

The storv commences with the purchase of 
Louisiana from the French by the U.S. 'm 
1803 and the postal link-up with Washing.
ton was actually in operation before the Ter
ritory was formally turned over to its new 
owners. The different routes followed are 
considered in detail, with illustrations of 
covers carr'1ed on them, also pictures demon
strating the difficult country to be traversed. 

Later railway and steamer routes are con
sidered, also the through mail to California. 
New Orleans postmasters, po~t-offices and 
their postmarks all have their chapters; also, 
of course, the provisionals and regular issu2s 
of the Confederate States during the civil 
war period. 

Altogether a fasc·mating book, on which 
both the authors and the A.P.S. are to l:ie 
congratulated. The edition is limited to 
1,000 numbered copies. 

Rex Priced Cataloguei of K.G. VI Stamps-

1950 Supplement. A. 0. Crane, 18 Maple 
A venue, Harrow, Middlesex, England. 
Price ls. 3d. net. 

To save the cost of printing a complete 
new edition this year, the 1949 edition '1s 
remaining on sale at 3s. 6d. This supple
ment gives what price changes are neces
sary and there are some 600 new stamps 
included as the 1949 output; this includes 
all the U.P.U. issues. A very useful cata
logue for the numerous collectors of this 
group of stamps. 

Congratulations to the Ed'1tor and Pub
lisher on his having been given the honorary 
degree of Doc"U?r of Litera;ture by thE: Aca
demie Internat10nale. This honour 1s for 
his works on Cosmology and Biology, not for 
his philatelic writ'lngs ! 

SOME REGENT AUCTION PRICES 

H. R. H(J)rmer 

"Penfold" France. Items were fetch'mg up 
to ten times what was paid for them a few 
years ago. 

1849-50-40c bright orange, mint block of 
six, £460; 1 fr. Vermillon Vif fine used, £200. 

1853-60 Empire Imperforates-80c pale 
carmine, block of four, £140; 80c rose mint 
horizontal tete-beche, pair £380; 1 fr. carmine 
marginal block of four £600. 

1870 Bordeaux 2c report I reddish chest
nut bJ.ock of six, £110. 

A Great Br'itain 6d. mauve 1867-80 from 
Plate 10 fetched £220 despite being thinned · 
at one corner. This is only the sixth re-
corded copy. , 

Robson Lowp, 

Maf eking J·econstructed sheet of 12, plates 
I, II and III, used £46. 

Falkland Islands, 1933 Centenary Set mint, 
£36 and £42. 

Gold Coast, 1921-25, £2 mint, £13 10s .. 

Sou~h African vertical strip of four proofs 
of pairs of ld., on shamrock watermarked 
p,aper, £19. 

Bechuanaland 1887 £5, mint £18. 

Sierra Leone, 1933 Centenary set mint, 
£18 5s. 

"McGowan" Great Brita'm 1d. black and 
2d. blue cancelhd on 1890 Jubilee envelope 
£15 10s. ' 

ld. black plate II block of four mint £40 · 
ditto plate III used, £48; 1854-57 2d. partly 
reconstructed sheet, £160. 

Cape, ~int corn_er block of 8, ls. dark green, 
£170; pair ls. bright emerald, huge margins 
£44. ' 

* FUN WITH SPRINGBOKS 

Mr. R. J. Sutton, in the Phila,tel'ic Magazine 
describes how with a magnifier, a keen eye 
and a lot of patience, he has had a lot of fine 
hu_nti_ng with :Union. ½d. pictorial stamps, 
bu1ldmg up a mce series of the various issues 
f i:om a mixed bag of specimens :of M. stamps. 
Diagrams of the different issues are given 
being. a useful ~lu~ to these stamps, although 
not highly specialised. "Baobab" might note. 

* VA TI CAN CITY 

The Holy Year set of eight stamps ap
peared rather sooner than was expected hav-
ing been issued on 21st December. ' 

* INDIA 
The Rep,ublic of India-or should we now 

call it Bharat?-issued four stamps, 2, 3~, 4 
and 12a., on 26th January, the day of the 
formal proclamation of the Republic. 
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AS OTHERS SEE US 
"Readk1g your publication has increased my 

interest in the stamps of the Union. I was 
so fascinated by the July article on the Natal 
Settlers stamp that I purchased two sheets 
of each plate number, as well as several extra 
blocks. 

The Philatelic Federation and its far
sighted leadership are to be congratulated on 
the splendid, scholarly publicatioin which the 
'S.A. Philatelist' is. Much of their endeavour 
is, I know, just a labour of love."-G.R.R,, 
Milwaukee. 

The writer in "Linn's Weekly," describing 
the Union U.P.U. issue, must surely be an 
Irishman. He describes the figure oin the 
stamps as "Mercury, a fine broth of a lad in 
birthday suit, apparently tickling angels." 

* 
MARION ISL.AND 

Since our last record of mails from Marion 
Island (p~r H.M.S.A.S. Bloemfontein to Port 
Elizabeth on 3rd September, 1948) there have 
been three visits to the island, mails being 
brought on each occasion. These were 
H.M.S.A.S. Natal in March, 1949, and again 
in April, 1949, also H.M.S.A.S. Good Hope, 
in October, 1949. The return in all three cases 
was to Durban. 

What the markings ,vere <m the two lots of 
mail brought by the Na,tal has not been as
certained, but the mail brought by the Good 
Hope shows something new in the way of 
Union cancellations. 

The mail, or some of it at all events, bore 
an official cachet in the form of a double oval 
with "Departement van Vervoer" at the top; 
"Department of Transport" at the bottom, 
while in the centre was "16-10-1949/Marion 
Island". 

The P.M.G. has ruled that this official 
island mark is only to be applied to covers 
posted on the island; others have to be re
turned to the Postmaster, Durban, unstamped. 

The Acting Postmaster, Marion Island, is 
not permitted to cancel postage stamps. The 
cancelling of these is done at FynnJand Naval 
Base, Durban; on the only specimen we have 
seen, for which our thanks are due to Mr. I. 
H. C. Godfrey, the mark was so indistinctly 
impressed that all we can say about it ~o 
far is that it is a circular mark 30 mrn. m 
diameter and that the ·word "Fynnland" ap
pears on it. ""' ... 

For most of this information we are in
debted to the Meteorological Officer at the 
Rand Airport, Germiston, the office where 
the weather reports from Marion are received. 

* PHILIPPINES 
The Bureau of Posts announces that tw~ 

stamps, 2 and 4 c, were jssued o~ 2nd . De
cember in honour of General del Pilar, killed 
at the battle of Tirad Pass on 2nd December, 
1899. They feature the General ion horseback. 

PERFORATION GAUGE 
Messrs. Whitfield King, Ipswich, have in

troduced a new perforation gauge, waistcoat 
pocket size. There are actualiy two gauges, 
one transparent for mounted stamps, the 
other opaque for loose stamps, price 4s. 3d. 
the pair. These gauges are on the ~•Instanta" 
principle, introduced by Gibbons some years 
ago; they measure quickly and easily to halves 
and quarters and with n little more care to 
tenths, if desired. 

* SARAWAK 
A new set, 15 denominations of le to $5.00 

values, was put on sale on 3rd January. A 
very colourful pictorial set with scenes of 
native life, animal and plant life, etc. The 
King's head in a medallion now appcm·s, of 
course, in place of the Raj ah. 

* 
GRIQU ALAND WEST 

Messrs. Robson Lowe had a sale of a fine 
collection of these stamps on 8th February. 
They point out that there is still room for 
research in the postal history of this territory; 
on the use, for instance, of British and of 
Cape stamps in the territory prior to the issue 
of the Griqua overprints; also of the various 
combinations of stamps and the distinctive 
and unusual cancellations. 

* 
RHODESIA 

Mr. W. G. Nodder seems to have the mantle 
of the late H. C. Dann descending on him. 
An article in the 14th January issue of Stamp 
Collecting entitled "Some Facts, Humorous 
and Otherwise concerning- the Postal Services 
of Rhodesia" is in the true spirit of "The 
Romance of the Posts of Rhodesia" and shows 
that the sort of thing which happened in the 
old Rhodesia can still occur in its Northern 
and Southern descendants. 

r~~~ :;~~~~~~~9¾ ' I t 

I l complete with I 00 leaves 31 /6 each 

! Leaves can be supplied separately 
t at - 13/6 per 100 t 
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CANADA 
A new 50c green pictorial was due on 

1st March, des'ign showing Alberta Oil Fields. 
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CAPE TRIANGULAR "CANCELLED" 
STAMPS 

An article in the "London Philatelist" of 
September, 1949, page 149, by M. F. J. 
Samuel, describes a large number of "Speci
men" and "Cancelled" handstamps over
printed on early British colonials printed by 
De La Rue. 

Their 1863-64 Cape Tr'iangulars ( ld., 11d., 
6d. and ls.) were overprinted "cancelled", 
the overprint being in block capitals 2 ½ mm. 
high, the length of the overprint being 13 3/4 
mm. Later CC stamps in the collection re
ported on (1864-1880) are marked "Speci
men" in a similar overprint 14½ mm. long. 

It may be ment'10ned also that a number 
of the early Natal stamps (1864 to 1874-78) 
had the same "Cancelled" handstamp. The 
1868 O.F.S. stamps and the Transvaal 1878 
Q.V. issue, on the other hand were marked 
"Specimen". 

The paper refers to an earlier description 
by Sir E. Bacon of Perkin's Bacon Colonial 
stamps handstamped "Cancelled". This ap
peared in the "London Philatelist", VoJ. 38, 
1929, p. 101, with some additions in tha 
January, 1935 'issue. 

These overprints appear to fall into quite 
a different catagory, as apparently there 
were only six specimens made on each ,of 
the Colonial stamps being printed by the firm 
in August, 1861; they were made for certain 
favoured private collectors. The overprint 
in this instance '1s the word "Cancelled" in 
an oval of 4 bars above and below and one 
bar at each end. The length of the word is 
22 mm., and the heightl of of the block capi
tal letters 5 mm. The whole handstamp is 
identical with one supplied by the firm 
in September, 1860 to the Government of 
Chili as a postal obliterator. 

The Cape stamps wh'1ch received this over
print were the ld. rose-red, 4d. blue, 6d. 
lilac and ls. yellow green of the 1858 issue 
on white paper. 

The Natal ld. and 3d. of 1859-60 are also 
mentioned as receiving it. 

.The importance of knowing about these 
''Cancelled" stamps, particularly the De La 
Rues, is to be able to distinguish behveen 
them and stamps which are marked "Can
celled" 'm South African Banks about the 
same period. In the case of the bank cancel
lations there is very often part of the bank's 
"office stamp" to be seen; but not always. 
only the word "cancelled" may be visible. 
In any such case if the overprint does not 
agree in character with the specifications 
given above, the presumption would be that 
it is a bank cancellation. 

* 
FRANCE 

L'Officiel announces the 1,000 fr. air post 
stamp, several times reported as about to ap
pear, but delayed for various reasons, as 
having really been issued on 16th January. It 
features of an aerial view of Paris. 

INDONESIA 
Nearly a year ago stamps purporting to be 

issued by the Republic of Indonesia were put 
on sale in New York. Their validity was 
questioned at the time, and the Indonesian 
Office in London now states (according to 
Starnp Collecting) that these stamps did not 
constitute a genuine issue. Perhaps we will 
know soon when this new state really began 
to issue stamps. They have had a U.P.U. 
set, although not actually members of the 
Union. 

The new stamps may have the tit]e "Repub
lik Indonesia Serikat," which is more or less 
equivalent to "United States of Indonesia." 

* 
AUSTRALIA 

We learn from the High Commissioner's 
Office that the £2 stamp, being the Common
wealth Coat-of-Arms, was duly put on sale on 
16th January. It is green, p.erf. 14~ x 14 and 
is printed in sheets of 60. 

* O.V.S. POSTCARDS WITH OVERPRINTED 
ADHESIVE STAMPS 

Mr. Morton Morris, of New York, reports 
two cases of usage of these cards approxi
mately, in each case, two months before 
supposed date of issue. The numbers given 
are those of Grosser Ganzsachen Katalogue. 

(1) Postcard No. 6 (Type IV); supposed 
date of issue October, 1893. Postmarked 
Bethulie Aug. 7, 1893, received at Cape Town 
Aug. 9, 93. 

(2) Postcard No. 13 (Type I); supposed 
date of issue June, 1894. Postmarked Villiers, 
April 3, 94, and received at Bloemfontein 
April 5, 1894. 

* AUSTRIA 
On 31st December, 1949, there was issued 

a lS. stamp honouring the 50th anniversary 
of the composer K. Milloecker. Austria is, so 
far as we are aware, the only country to have 
issued a special U.P.U. postcard; it also 
commemorates the 80th anniversary of the 
invention :of the correspondence card. 

* GREAT RARITIES FOR SALE 
Ex-King Carol of Rumania, who has all his 

life been a keen collector, is disposing of a 
number of his rarities through Messrs. 
Harmer, Rooke and Co. 

These include the 3s Swedish error of col
our, the only known specimen of this stamp, 
for which he paid £5,000 some years ago; 
Post Office Mauritius, ld. on cover and a 
used 2d.; and Spain's greatest raritv, 2r blue 
(S.G. 24a), which he bought at 10,500 dollars. 

* HUNGARY 
The Philatelic Bureau announces the issue 

on 5th February of three :,tamps ( 40 pie, 60 
fil. and 1 forint) honouring the centenary of 
the death of the p'Oet Sandor Petofi. 
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BOOKINGS BY: 

RAIL; ROAD; SEA; 

AIR; TICKETS; 

RESERVATIONS; 

BAGGAGE; HOTEL 

ACCOMMODATION. 

Let the S.A.R. Tourist 
Bureau look after it all 

for you. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

TOURIST BUREAU 

When you are making a tour which indudes hotel 
accommodation, meals and bedding en route, why go 
to the trouble of making your own arrangements? 
The S.A.R. Tourist Bureau will be delighted to do it 
for you, whether you are travelling by rail, road, sea or 
air. You have only one office to visit, only one pay
ment to make. What could be more convenient? 
If you are flying by Springbok Service and you book 
through the Tourist Bureau, your hotel accommoda
tion in the United Kingdom will be arranged for you. 

Get in touch with your nearest 
Tourist Bureau or Stationmaster 

USE OUR TRAVELLERS CHEQUES 

5152-1 

ii'.t 
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ff 
TO ALL OVERSEAS BUYERS 

A REDUCED "ALL-IN" AIRMAIL 
CATALOGUb SUBSCRIPTION .. f 

The extension of Second Class Airmail to most overseas countries now 
makes it possible for us to quote an "all-~n" _consoli~at~d _subscription for 12 
months' Airmailed catalogues to these terr1tor1es. This 1s m _the place of the 
previous arrangement of the_ usual s~bscription of £1 plu~ all Ai!mail postages. 

The :overall rate, includmg all air postages for the hght-we1ght catalogues 
and Prices Realised covering 12 months service is as follows: 

(Group 1) All London Catalogues ' £3 OR 

} (Group 2) British Commonwealth (per for any Group, post free, S.G. Part 1) inc. Prices Realised OR 
(Group 3) Great Britain (also Cyprus, 

Malta, Eire, Gibraltar, etc. 

(Group 4 to 21) Ch-0ice of any three } £2 
Specialised Groups of Coun-
tries (ask for ltst if inter- post free, including Prices 
ested) Realised 

The countries at present (January 1st, 1950) included in this section are: 
Australasia, India, South Africa, British East Africa, Egypt a nd Middle East, etc. 

Other countries will be added as the Second Class Air ~fail scheme extends; meanwhile, the 
existing subscription of £1 plus Air Postage continues for any overseas countries excluded from 
the above list. 

H. 

For New York and Sydney auction catalogues please write to addresses below. 

R. 

BOND STREET AUCTIONS 

MARCH 27, 28: FOREIGN COUNTRIES, strong in early issues, and 
with notable selections of Brazil, Chile, China, France, Italian States, 
etc. etc, 

ILLUSTRA'l'ED CATALOGUE 6d. 
APRIL 3, 4: BRITISH COMMONWEALTH, etc., with many choice 
and valuable selections. 

ILLUSTRA'l'ED CATALOGUE 6d. 

H. R. HARMER 
International Sta:111p Auctioneers 

HARMER, LTD. H. R. HARMER, 
39/42 New Bond Street 
LONDON, W.l, 'ENGLAND 

32 East 57th 
NEW YORK 22. 

CABLES: •CABLES: 

INC. 
Stiieet 
U.S.A. 

" Phistamsel, London " " Harmersale, New York " 

In association with H. R. HARMF}:t, AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 
CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 2B CASTLER'i~AliH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News Agency, Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by l\1agazl.,1e Press (Proprietary), Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 
J ohannesburir 
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THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Price 9d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 9d. 

Vol. 26, No. 4. APRIL 1950. Whole No. 301 
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The 

Cancellations 
of 

The Rhodesias and Nyasaland 
By H. C. DANN. 

Every collector who has studied the fascinating history of "Dominion Capricorn" 
will know the name of the author, the late H. C. Dann. 

His earlier book on the subject is a standard work of ref~rence. Since its publication 
in 1940, Dann had hundreds of letters from readers who had been in Rhodesia and Central 
Africa in the 'nineties and early years of this century. In consequence, much has been 
added to the information previously recorded, and in this volume the student will find 
a description of 1,335 different cancellations, including those of ma ny places which have 
long since changed their names or become "ghost" towns. In addition, those date stamps 
of 1mrticular rarity are noted. 

Cui·rent official records have been consulted, which have brought the information 
given complete to July, 1949, and, in the case of Southern Rhodesia, to the end of 1949, 
including the date-stamvs of the R.A.F. Camps. 

In addition to numerous plates a nd two maps, over 150 different cancellations are 
illustrated. 

CONTENTS 

FOREWORD 
PREFACE 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA: 

Post Towns and Agencies 
The Barred Diamond 
The Barred Oval 

NORTHERN RHODESIA: 
Post Towns and Agencies 
Derivation of Names 

BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA 
NYASALAND 
OFFICIAL FRANKS 
PLATES 

APPENDICES 

I. POSTAL HISTORY 
II. POSTAL RATES 

III. THE RHODESIAN RE-
MAINDER CANCELLA-
TIONS. 

IV. CANCELLATIONS SINCE 
1935: 

Southern Rhodesia 
Northern Rhodesia 
Nyasaland · 

V. CANCELLATIONS OF THE 
R. A. F. CAMP POST 
OFFICES IN SOUTHERN 
RHODESIA 

15/- postage 9d. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD., SO Pall Mall, London, S.W.I. 
Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 
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SELECTED COLONIALS 

BAHAMAS: 
BARBADOS: 
BASUTOLAND: 
BERMUDA: 

CAYMAN ISLS. : 
CYPRUS 

DOMINICA: 
FALKLAND ISLS.: 

FIJI: 

GAMBIA: 
GIBRALTAR: 
HONG KONG: 

MONTSERRA1': 

NEW ZEALAND: 
RHODESIA: 

ST. HELENA: 
ST. VINCENT 
SIERRA LEONE: 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA: 

-

USED AND SUPERB 
1921-29 
1912 
1938 
1918-21 
1922-35 
1921-26 
1912 
1928 
1934 
1923-27 
1904-12 
1933 

1906-12 
1938 
1906 
1921-27 
1885 
1891 

£1 green and black, S.G. 131 . . £5 5 0 
3s. violet and green, S.G. 180 . . 4 IO O -
,\d.-l0s. complete set, S.G. 18-28 1 0 0 
£1 purple and black/red, S.G. 55 5 5 0 
l0s. green and red/emerald, S.G. 92 3 15 0 
10s. carmine and green, S.G. 83 . . 2 7 6 
45P. dull purple and ultr., S.G. 93 6 0 0 
£1 blue and bistre brown, S.G. 132 9 0 0 
45P. green and black, S.G. 143 . . . . 2 5 0 
£1 purple and black/red, S.G. 87 6 0 0 -
3s. deep green, S.G. 39 . . . . . . . . 1 10 O 
5s. black and yellow, S.G. 88 . . . . 11 0 0 
10s. black and chestnut, S.G. 89 18 10 O -
5s. grnen and red/yellow, S.G. 203 1 15 0 
'2d. black and green, S.G. 252 . . . . 0 2 6 
!d. on 2s. 6d., ls. on 3s., S • .G. b9-70 7 0 0 
8s. dull purple and grn., script wmk., S.G. 101 14 0 0 
20c.-$1 complete set, S.G. 37-39 . . 1 12 6 
2c. Jubilee, S.G. 48 . . . . . . . . . . 0 6 0 
2c. black 4 with first day postmark 1 12 6 
2c. Short U in Jubilee, S.G. 48b . . 0 14 G 

1903 5s. black and scarlqt, S.G. 23 . . . . 7 10 O 
1933 ~d.-5s. Tercentenary, S.G. 84-93 . . 16 O 0 
1931 ld. and 2d. Laughing Boys, S.G. 546-7 . . 8 10 o _ 
1898-1908 2s. 6d. imperf. between vertical pairs, S.G. 85a 8 0 o _ 

1909 
1913-22 

1903 
1913 
1933 

1938 
1937 

10s. dull green, S.G. 89 . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 10 O -
l0s. dull green, S.G. 89 hor. pair . . . . . . . . 1 O ~ = 
5s. orange, pair one without stop, S.G. ll0a . . 1 10 O 
h. black and green, S.G. 272b . . . . . . . . O 3 O 
2s. 6d. deep ultr. and grey-brn., S.G. ~, 1 . . . . 0 .. 3. ,0 
2s. 6d. pale blue and pale bistre brn., S.G. 274a O 16 6 
3s. red brn. and turquoise blue, S.G. 304, hor. pair 0 7 6 
£1 black and magenta, S.G. 411a . . . . . . 4 O O -
2s. violet and black, S.G. 60 . . . . . . . . . . 1 10 0 
£1 mauve and black, S.G. 1"18 . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 O 0 

4 10 0 
5s. black and purple-, S.G. 178 . . . . . . . . . . 9 O 0 
5d. olive green, S.G. 194 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 2 6 -
ls. black and greenish blue, perf. 14, S.G. 23b 3 0 o 
ls. perf. 14, horizontal pair . . • . . . . • 6 o 0 
ls. perf. 14, block. of four . . . . . . . . . . 12 0 0 = 

TURKS & CAICOS ISLS.: 1900 2s. purple, S.G. 108 • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 10 
ZANZIBAR: 1908-09 20R. black and yellow-green, S.G. 240 . . 10 10 

A fine range of ... British Commonwealth is always available for insp:!ction. Want lists will receive 
careful attention. "MONTHLY PRICE LIST AND CCMMENTARY" will be forwarded post free 

on written application. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
= Box No. 1607 Hours 10 a.m.-2.30 P·"1· Phones: Office 33-8494 (Residence) 43-1519 

- t = 
ffillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllr~ 
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RECEN'l' PRINTINGS 
The Publicity Officer, G.P.O.,. has kin~iy 

supplied the following inf ormati~n cov~rrng 
the period 21/11/49to 1/3/50 .. This contmues 
the fist given in our February issue, page 24: 

Ordinary Pictorial Stamps 
M-job 5134. On an order for lm. sheets 

x 240 there have been 215,950 shee~s delivered 
since 29/11/ 49, printing from cylmders 11A 
and 11B. . . , 1· 

ld.-Job 2810 contd. No add1t10nal ae 1va-
ries. 

Hd -Job 5301. On an order for Hm. sheets 
x 240° there have been 45,000 delivered since 
21/2/50. Cylinders 6931A and B as before. 

6d.-J ob 700 contd. On an order for 100,000 
sheets x 240 there have been a total of 53,028 
delivered since 14/7 / 49. Cylinders 9 Int. and 
6935 Ext. as before. 

ls.-Job 5303. On an order for 1?0,000 
sheets x 120 there have been 29,200 delivered 
since 30/12/ 49. Cylinders 6926 Int. and 69~5 
Ext. both old. [But not the same as used m 
the 'previous printing. See our June, 1949, 
issue, p. 89.-Ed.] 

Voortrekker Stamps 
ld.-Job 7448 contd. Total of 195,797 sheets 

x 120 delivered up to 30/12/ 49. All from 
Cyl. 12. 

Hd.-Job 7449 contd. Total of 285,639 sheets 
x 120 delivered up to 10/1/50. All from Cyl. 
21. -

3d.-Job 7450 contd. Total of 39,378 sheets 
x 120 delivered up to 22/11/49. All from Cyl. 
38. 

Roll Stamps 
~d.-Job 792 contd. The total deliveries on 

this job (going back to May, 1948) are now 

given as 1,123 rolls x 1,012 and 1,784 :rolls 
x 506 printed from Cyl. 39, and 5.700 rells x 
1,012 and 8,000 rolls x 506 printzd from Cyl. 
6045. 

Post Cards 
ld.-Job 1319 contd. The total number of 

sheets x 32 delivered is now stated at 2,327,552. 
Of these 59,968 sheets x 32 were drawn from 
stock and overprinted S.W.A. on a flat bed 
machine from a new forms. 

Air Letter Cards. 
6d.-J ob 6198 contd. Total delivery now put 

at 2i310,000. All from CyL 400 

Use of Two Different Headplate Cylinders 
in the Production of the "E" Control 
ld. Rotogravure Stamps 

Further to his notes dealing with the 
"Broken Mast" variety i•n the "E" Control 
printing of the ld. Rotogravure stamps, which 
we published last month, Mr. G. N. Gilbert, 
of Westminster, O.F.S., writes to say that he 
has had an opportunity of examining addi
tional specimens of this printing and there 
can be no longer aflly doubt but that some
time during the life of the "E" Control sheets 
the headplate cylinder was changed and iri 
consequence the "Broken Mast" variety dis
appeared. 

He points out that the stages in the develop
ment of the flaw through the "B," "D" and 
"E" printifllgs are interesting for when it first 
appeared on the "B" sheets there were very 
clear signs of retouching and that the hori
zontal lines added at the top of the mast were 
quite visible and distinct. Specimens of the 
flaw taken from the "D" Control sheets sho-w 
a fairly similar condition, but in the case of 
the "E" sheets-the last of the series in which 
the fault appeared-the effect of wear on the 
cylinder etching becomes very evident and an 
examination of these items will show the 
marks of retouching almost absent and a clear 
white space in the area where the top of 
the mast is missing. 
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It was evidently at this stage in the :ero
duction-when the "retouch" was obviously 
wearing thin-that arrangements were made 
to change the "E" headplate cylinder all'ld 
thereby eliminate the flaw. And it is here 
that Mr. Gilbert brings to light the very 
interesting point that since the "E" frame 
cylinder had also become worn, its condition 
probably did not justify ~ new ~ea~plate 
cylinder at that late stage m the prmtmg of 
the order, then on hand, for ld. stamps and 
therefore the staff adopted the logical alter
native of utilising a headplate cylinder which 
had previously been employed for one of the 
earlier printings. The one chosen, as it now 
turns out from his study of a 1I1umber of spe
cimens, is the same cylinder as that used for 
the printing of the vignettes on the "A" Con
trol sheets and also later, the first portion of 
the "B" printing. The fact can be easily veri
fied by comparing the vignettes of the "A" 
and first "B" printi•ngs, with those of the "E" 
on which the "Broken Mast" does not appear 
and it will be seen that the small cylinder 
flaws of the earlier issues are repeated in 
the later production. 

A matter of interest in the study of the 
two "E" Control printimgs is the fact that, so 
far, those copies with no "Broken Mast" flaw 
have all shown the sheet serial number to be 
in the 9000 group of figures, whereas those 
examples without the variety have been in 
the 7000 group or lower. This, of course, does 
no more than indicate that the change of 
cylinders may have taken place at sometime 
during the period of printi•ng the sheets num
bered 7900 to 9999, but until further informa
tion comes forward there can be no proof of 
this and further, there is unfortunately no 
record of how often the numerals 0001 to 9999 
were repeated in the production of the "E" 
sheets. 

To the best of our knowledge this discovery 
by Mr. Gilbert of the use of two different 
headplate cylinders in the printing of the "E" 
Control stamps and in addition, the fact that 
the second cylinder had also been employed at 
an earlier date to print the vignettes on the 
"A" and first "B" sheets, has not been pre
vously recorded and collectors who may have 
any material or informatioin at hand will 
greatly assist him in his research on the sub
ject by forwarding details to his Westminster 
address. 

In the meantime the "E" Control printings 
can now be divided into "El" and "E2" parts 
in a similar manner to that adopted for the 
"Bl" and "B2" issue. It will then follow that 
the list of frameplates and headplates of these 
,early issues given in the paper "The Roto
gravure Stamps of the Union of South 
Africa" by G. N. Gilbert, tabulated on page 
135 of the September, 1934, number of "The 
South African Philatelist" should be amended 
as below: 

First Frameplates: "A" - "Bl". 
First Headplates: "A" - "Bl" - "E2". 
Second Frameplates: "B2" - "D" - "El" -

"E2". 
Second Headplates: "B2" - "D" - "El". 

Manufacture of Union Watermarked Paper 
The accompanying sketch of a wire water

mark bit formed to the shape of a Springbok's 
Head and affixed to woven wire has been 
drawn by Mr. A. H. Sydow to illustrate the 
method employed in producing the watermark 
on the white wove paper manufactured for 
the Union's postage stamps. The watermark 
on the paper is actually the thinning of the 
paper caused by its passage over the woven 
wire and attached watermark bits and Mr. 
Sydow notes that the diagonal wove effect 
of the wire can be cleaTly seen on the 192~ 
Electrotyped stamp margins. 

He states that it is this ~ame process that 
has produced the Union Springbok Head 
multiple watermarked paper for the follow
ing stamps: 

1. Union ?id., ld. and 6d. Electrotyped 
stamps printed by Waterlow and Sons:
Limited, and later, the Uni'On Govern
ment Printer, from flat plates made by 
the Royal Mint. 

2. The Union Rotogravure issues printed 
from copper-faced cylinders by the 
Union Government Printer. 

And that the Dandy Rollers-which contain 
the woven wire and watermark bits-were 
manufactured by: 

1. Edward Amies and Company of London 
:fur the M., ld. and 6d. Electrotyped 
stamps printed from flat plates. 

2. W. Green, Son and Waite of London for 
all Rotogravure stamps, i.e., paper in 
the web for rotary p,rinting. 
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Increase in Union Postal Rates and 
Fluctuations During the Last Thirty 
Years 

A matter of interest for philatelists was 
mentio,ned by Mr. N. C. Havenga in his recent 
Budget speech-House of Assembly, Cape 
Town, 16th March, 1950-when he referred to 
the proposed increase in the Union inland let
ter rate and gave a summary of its fluctua
tions during the last thirty years. 

Suggesting to once more raise the rate from 
Hd. to 2d. on the 15th May, Mr. Havenga 
stated that the days of pen,ny postage, like 
those of the penny newspaper, had long since 
departed and gave the following outline of the 
changes that had taken place in the cost of 
posting an inland letter since 1920: 

1920: Increase to Hd. 
1921: Increase to 2d. 
1926: Reverted to ld. 
1931: Increase to 2d. 
1934: Reverted to ld. 
1940: Increase to Hd. 
1943: Increase to 2d. 
1947: Reverted to Ud. 
1950: Proposed i,ncrease to 2d. 

It is also intended to raise the rate for 
commercial papers, embracing accounts, re
ceipts, invoices, etc., from id. to ld. for 2 oz. 
and one can therefore assume that the num
ber of M. stamps likely to be in circulation 
in the ITTear future wili show a considerable 
drop. 

The foreign rate has been raised to 4M. for 
the first ounce, as from 1st April. lt is ru
moured there may be a 4M. stamp, but there 
is no official confirmation of this. 

Colour Change in the 2d. Value 
A point of interest recorded by Mr. 

J. Robertson has been the appearance, during 
the latter part of March, of the 2d. stamp 
in new colours and with the cylinder numbers 
impriinted on the sheets. 

There is no change in the design, but the 
frame of the new printing is now a distinct 
plum colour, instead of the various shades 
of violet of the previous issue and in addition, 
the frame portion has for the first time been 
produced through a screen. 

A cross-lined scree,n has again been em
ployed in the preparation of the cylinder for 
the vignettes-it appears to be the same type 
and size of screen as that used for the vig
nettes of the preceding stamp, S.G. No. 107-
but compared with that issue, the lines of the 
Union Buildings are beautifully sharp a111d 
clear. Further, the deep slate-blue colour of 
the centre design combines very suitably with 
the plum shade of the frame and the change 
can be said to have resulted in a very much 
more attractive stamp than its immediate 
predecessor. 

The cylinder numbers printed on the sheets 
are No. 2 for the vignettes and No. 37 for 
the frame. 

Petrol Saving Slogans on Union Postal 
Matter 

A letter writtoo in connection with the 
petrol saving slogans which made their ap
pearance on machine cancelled envelope's and 
other postal matter during the early days of 
March, has been received from Mr. A. H. 
Sydow, who writes from Cape Town as fol
lows "Much water has flowed down the Lim
popo since last the Union Post Office pro
mulgated a slogan. On the 7th March, how
ever, the Ceintral Post Office of Cape Town 
disseminated two new slogans in manner of 
words Lord Bacon once described as both 
monitory and minatory: 

"(a) /PETROL IS PRECIOUS-SAVE IT/ 
BESPAAR PETROL-DIS KOSBAAR/ in 
conjunction with a circular machine postmark 
KAAPSTAD-CAPE TOWN and the i,ndex 
'B'. . 

"(b) /DO YOUR DUTY-SAVE PETROL/ 
DOEN U PLIG-BESPAAR PETROL/ in 
conjunction with a circular machine postmark 
CAPE TOWN-KAAPSTAD and the index 
letter 'A'." 

Similar slogans are being used in other parts 
of the Union and some examples sent in by 
Mr. B. L. Cairncross of George, C.P., and Mr. 
C. Calitz of Mossel Bay, with Cape Town, 
Johannesburg and Germiston postmarks, show 
that in addition to the two given above there 
is a third which reads: 

(c) /DONT WASTE PETROL/MOENIE 
PETROL MORS NIE/ in conjunction with a 
circular postmark JOHANNESBURG and i,n 
one case the index letter "C" and in another 
the letter "B". 

. Other specimens forwarded by Mr. Calitz 
~llustrate. the setting out of the same slogans 
m two different forms according to the type 
of machine employed. Thus the model de
signed t? produce the co~tinuous postmarking 
e~ect, displafs the English words alternating 
with the Afrikaans and the circular postmark 
( or "P Af D-BET AALD" square) in between, 
whereas m the case ?f the single impression 
pattern, ~he slogan m the one language is 
located directly over the other and the circu
lar postmark is on the · left hand side of the 
words. 

Po!t Elizabeth has_ the (a) and (c) types 
mentioned above, but m the former "Precious" 
is spelt "Precios". 

Shade Change in the 10s. Stamp 

Mr. M. M. Basson of Roodepoort records 
a change of shade i111 the frame of the 10s. 
stamp. The sepia. tone wh~ch has been pre
sent for some considerable time has now given 
way to a tint which can be most nearly de
scribed as slate-grey. 

Numbering of the Cylinders Used in the 
Production of the Union's Stamps 

In answer to several enquiries regarding the 
me~hod adopted of. numbering the copper 
cylmders employed m the printing of the 
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Union's stamps it can be stated that at the 
time of manufacture, each cylinder is given 
a permanent number which is stamped into 
one end of the metal with steel figures. 

This is the number used throughout the life 
of the cylinder for officially recording its use 
in the productio'll. of any particular stamp and 
is the number given against the various 
printings in the Union Standard Catalogue and 
also the one now appearing in either the left 
or right hand bottom corner of the curroot 
2d., 6d., ls., 2s. 6d. and 5s. sheets of postage 
stamps. · 

The method previously in force of printing 
only the Exterior cylinder number on the 
sheets and denoting the interior and exterior 
cylinders by the letters "A" and "B" respec
tively-as i•n the case of the current ~d., ld., 
Hd. and 3d. stamps-has now been abandoned 
in favour of the present practice. 

Since in the course of use the images on a 
~ylinder bec?me worn and are then ground off 
m preparatmn of the surface for taking the 
etched reproduction of possibly an entirely dif
f~rent stamp. or denomination, it will be appre
ciated that m the course of time the same 
cylinder number may show up as having been 
used for many different issues. 

Union Silver Wedding Varieties 
The Nov./Dec. and Jmn./Feb. numbers of 

"The West-End Philatelist," sent to us by the 
publishers, Messrs. David Field Ltd., London 
contain a two part article on the South Afri~ 
can 3d. Silver Wedding stamp, written by Dr. 
K. Pennycuick. 

The author points out that because of the 
number of small blemishes which exist on the 
stamps throughout the sheet, it is possible to 
plate every one of the 120 units and gives a 
detailed list of identifying flaws. 

Summary of ls. Union Printings-Correction 
In the list of ls. Union Pictorial Printings 

set out on page 37 of our last month's issue 
the word "blue" should be erased from the 
text in paragraph ( 5). The corrected sentence 
will then read "Four brown standard arrows 
per sheet." 

W.N.S. 

• 1872-1950--OCCUP. COUNTRIES • 
~ GERMA,NY 1-:r_j 

p::; 0 

p 
Buy from the Specialist Dealers ~ 

E-4 (.l 

< 
WALTHAM STAMPS 

t%j 
p::; 

~ 
~ 

P.T.S. I-! 

E-4 
I-! 163, Sumatra Road, Vv. Hampstead, _trj 

i-:l London N.W. 6, England. r.n. 

• ROCKETS-COLONIE~LOCALS • 

i'''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''"'''''"'''''''''"''''''''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''"'J 

l Reviews l 
:",1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,; 

''Katalog Maraka Jugoslavenslcih Zemalja'~ 
1950. 

This, from the numerous illustrations ap
pears to be a comDlete priced catalog~e of 
all the stamps issued in the area now known 
as Jugoslavia, but we regret that we cannot 
review it as it is entirely in the language of 
t~e countr_y, with the sole exception :of a no
tice that it comes "avec les compliments de 
Jugofilatelija,--Ileograd." The address of the 
publ~sh_ers is "Palrnoticeva 2, Beograd." A 
specialist would probably find it useful even if 
he could not read it fully. Many of the stamps 
have what appears to be the "numbers 
printed" given. 

Stamp Collecting for Boys a,ncl Girls, by L. 
N. and lVI. Williams. Price 5s. net. English 
Universities Press, Ltd., St. Paul's House 
Warwick Square, London E.C. 4. ' 

An excellent book, both as regards text and 
illustrations, to kindle interest and enthusi
aE:m in juvenile collectors. It deals briefly 
with many of the technicalities of stamps, in 
language understandable by any one and 
~any an adult col~ector might have so~e ,of 
his rat~er hazy notions clarified by reading it. 
. But it does not deal only with technicali

ties, or shall we say these are exp.lained in 
such a ~ay as to bring out the fascinution 
?f collectm~ stamps, and the how and why of 
1t~ many-sided appeal t-o so many different 
mmded persons. 

Hard to beat as a birthday present to a 
young collector. 

)(-. ¥- )(-. 

LONDON INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 
The Souvenir Sheet is taking the form of 

five stamps reproduced in original colours. 
Ea_c1: of the continents is represented by the 
British Penny Black, the Sydney View ld. of 
18~0, the handsome Nova Scotia ls., the Cape 
Triangular :of 1853 and the classic rarity of 
Ceylon-the 4d. rose of 1859. The sheets ih'ave 
no postal value a~d s~ould not be placed on 
a cover. The retail price of these is ls., plus 
3d. for postage. 

There are to be first day covers, designed 
by the envelope makers, ,T ohn Dickinson . and 
Co. These may be had with the souvenir sheet 
at 2s. sent by surface mail. 

There are to be different cancellations each 
day at the Exhibition _P.O.? eight in all; they 
are to be of n_ovel design incorporating mod
ern methods with the old hand-carved Maltese 
Cross. 

~dve:r:tisements ,vill be appearing in the 
phil~t~hc press of those members of the trade 
servicmg covers, etc. It is understood that 
all stallholders at the Exhibition will be pre
pared to send souvenir sheets and/or covers 
on the terms given above. 
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• RHODESIA ! We hold a fine stock of all 
issues of this interesting 
but often neglected coun
try. Particularly strongly 
represented are the issues 
from 1910, double heads 
aud Admirals, among 
which are many of the 
scarcer items ·which oftPn 
evade the search of the 

collector. 
We shall be pleasPd to 
receive wants lists of any 
issues, and these will 
receive prompt and care-

ful attention. 

A GREAT PARITY 
1896 onrprinted on Cape of Good Hope 
4d. blue, a superb mint block of 4, the 
two lowPr stamps being the error 

"CO1IP A :\'Y" omitted, SG 65. 
Cat. £350 - Price £240 

Or Vertical Pair £120 

H. E. WINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON W.C.2. 

ENGLAND. 

~-----·----- ·····1 
• ! A FIN'E GE,N,,ERAL STOCK 
I of British Empire & Foreign 
• 

! 

G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues 

Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 

Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAl\IP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

! CAPE TOWN' ST AM1P CO. 
• 

I 
ROOMS 12 and Ila, 

14a Adderley Street, 
CAPE TOWN. 

L •••.. ...•••...••••..•••..•••• , 

K. G. VI ISSUES 
Now that 'air-mail rat~ for 2nd class mail 
are a bit more reasonable, we are glad to be 
able to announce that for 6/- we will be glad 
to send to any address in Africa: our "Price 
List & New Issue Notes of K.G. VI Stamps" 
(airmail edition) for a whole year, by airmail, 
which means that you will be able to take 
your pick of our unequalled stock • of K.G. 
VI stamps, on equal terms with home col
lectors, and if you are a collector of K.G. VI 
stamps (and who isn't?) that surely means 
something to you, fo1· not only is our stock 
what it is, but our prices are rock bottom too. 
,ve have many oversea subscribers, some who 
have been paying up to 15/- a year, and for 
them to do that, surely our list must be a 
bargain at 6/-, and that's exactly what it is. 
,ve'll send a specimen copy if you apply by 
air, but better send the 6/- and be done with 
it, for you would do it anyhow after seeing 

a copy. 

ST. VINCENT. 
)lint Used 

1907 Arms Wmk. l\lult. CA 
* ½d. and ld ...... . 
* 2d. orange .. 
* 2½d. blue . . . . 
* 3d. violet . . . . 

1909 ditto 
* ld., 6d. and 1/-

1909/11 ditto redrawn 
* •½<l. and 2d. . . 

ld. carmine . . . . 
* 2~d. and :M. . . . . 
* fld. dull purple .. 

19U/14 K.G. V 1Iult. CA . 

2/9 
4/0 

10/0 
10/0 

20/0 

3/0 
9/0 
6/6 
6/0 

* ½d., Jd., 2d., 2½d .. 3d., 4d., 
i'ld., 6d. and 1/- (9) .... 20/0 
1 /- bistre .. .. . . . . . . 4/6 

* 2/- blue and purple (Arms) 10/0 
fl/- carmine and green 
(Arms) ............ 20/0 
£1 mauve & black (Arms) 90/0 

191~ War Stamp (two lines) 
110 ld. rPd SG 124 . . . . . . * Jd. (one line-4 shades) 1/6 

1921/:~2 Seriot CA 
* td.,, ld., 1 ½d., 2d., 2½d., 

3d., 3d. (7) . . . . . . . . 7 /f. 
4d., M., 6d. and l/- (4) 12/9 
2/- blue & purple (Arms) 12/0 
ri / carmine & green (Arms) 27 / 6 
£1 mauve & black (Arms) 90/0 

2/0 

10/0 
12/0 

6/0 

1/6 

Stamps marked * f'an be supplied in mint 
blocks of four. 

Air .Ma.il Postage Extra. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED 
86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. 

(Established 50 years). 
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Stamps with a Story 
By 

W. LOXLEY-CHAMINGS 

(Notes accompanying an exhibit) 
. 'llllllllllllll-lllJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII\. 

There are one or two things I want to say 
before I begin in case I should forget to say 
them after I have finished. 

The first concerns the use of the word 
"philately." In a philatelic periodical recently 
a writer stated with the utmost assurance 
that thematic collecting, while it may afford 
some interest to those who like that sort of 
thing, was definitely not philately, and I have 
heard the same thing asserted more than once 
elsewhere. I wish most emphatically to con
test this assertion, which seems to me a piece 
of snobbery which is calculated to do consider
able damage to philately in general. It would 
seem that if you haunt the printing-works 
ai-nd glean more or less authentic details of 
how certain stamps are printed you are a 
philatelist, but if you haunt a reference library 
and glean details of what is printed on those 
stamps you are not a philatelist. Fill pages of 
a philatelic paper with fly-specks and their 
positions on a sheet and you're a philatelist; 
fill those pages with interesting facts about 
what the printed sheet says, and you're .not a 
philatelist. It's all wrong, and goes a long 
way to justify what the non-collector often 
says about us-that we're quite barmy. If you 
are a collector of pictures, you should know 
something about the pigments the artists use 
and how they apply them, but what sort of 
lunatic would you be if you took not the 
slightest interest in what the picture said, 
but only i,n how it was painted? No, gentle
men, philately, as my dicti01nary avers, is "the 
study and collection of postage and revenue 
stamps and labels," and I claim confidently 
that I am just as good a philatelist in being 
mainly interested in what the stamp says as 
any of my fellow-collectors who are maiinly 
interested in how the stamp is made. Let's 
have done with this invidious and snobbish 
distinction between one kind of collection and 
another. 

And now a word about my own way of 
collecting before I turn to the stamps I shall 
show. I have long ago discarded albums. The 
stamps are mounted on cards and filed in 
cabinets. This gives me the utmost liberty 
of addition, subtraction, permutation and 
combination. My main collectiOIIl is of Faces 
and Places-one stamp of each person and one 
stamp of each place. This keeps the collection 
within manageable limits, the average rate of 
growth being two a week. I was amused 
recently in noting how exact this average has 
been, though of course I have inot always col
lected in the same way. Two a week is 104 
a year; I have been collecting for 52 years; 
104 times 52 is 5,408, and when I counted my 

cards the other day the total was 5,420! I 
make a second card for each stamp and on this 
I type certain details-catalogue number, price 
paid, current catalogue, etc.-these last are in 
code, so you will not be much th0 wiser!
together with a brief biography of the person 
or description of the place. I thus have. cabi
nets full of fascinating material ready at a 
moment's notice to amuse me and, I hope, 
entertain others . 

For my show tonight, "Stamps With a 
Story," every one of these 5,400 odd stamps 
has a story to tell, but I have pulled out just 
100 of them that I felt had some special 
feature, together with their "blurbs." I have 
not chosen them for their value, though where 
possible I have put in scarce varieties. My 
Foreigns are more entertaining than my 
British, but to hold an even balance I have 
pulled out 25 British and 25 Foreign People, 
and 25 British and 25 Foreign Places. Of 
these hundred I propose to mention briefly 
only 12 now, and leave the others on the table 
with their blurbs. These 12 I have chosen be
cause they all, like many others, have a per
sonal interest. 

The first British Person is Queen Elizabeth. 
I am tempted to ref er to the old chestnut of 
the schoolboy, who in his essay on Queen 
Elizabeth wrote: "She was known as the Vir
gin Q'Ueen. As a Queen she was a great 
success." You may b't W01ndering what the 
personal connection is-it is that the handsome 
set of Newfoundland from which this comes 
commemorates Sir Humphrey Gilbert, and 
Gilbert was a Devon man, as I am, born 
close to the place where I used to· live. Queen 
Elizabeth gave him his patents for his Ameri
can venture (7c.) and a token (5c.) for his 
success. His half-brother, Sir Walter Raleigh, 
wrote him from the Court at Richm0►nd: "I 
send you a token from Her Majesty, an 
Anchor guided by a Lady, as you see." 

The second is Charles Connell, and here I 
am glad to do a spot of rehabilitation. The 
usual story about this stamp is that Charles 
Connell, Postmaster-General of New Bruns
wick, was a pompous, vain man who lost his 
£600-a-year post by insisting oin having his 
ugly face on a stamp. This is quite untrue. 
He was of kindly, unpretentions character, and 
one of the best-looking men in the New Bruns
wick Legislature. It is almost certain that, 
as in the case of the Cerro stamp of Peru 
( also shown), a sub-official was resp01TI.sible for 
the issue of the stamp and that the P.M.G. 
generously took the blame and its conse
quences. He was a wealthy man and the loss 
of salary was of no account, though he keenly 
felt the ridicule that was poured on him. 
His speedy re-election, however, showed that 
he had not lost public confidence. The stamp, 
of which this is a colour-trial in the approved 
shade, is of co,nsiderable value. My own con
nection with this stamp-wallah is that I 
bought him many years ago, sold him when 
hard up, and years after bought him back 
again, and I'm pretty certain it's the same 
copy I had before! 
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The third Britisher is our mutual friend, 
Baden-Powell, and here again a little rehabili
tation seems to be indicated. Here is my 
blurb: "Designed by Capt. M. Greener, Chief 
Paymaster in Maf eking during the siege. Pro
duced by Dr. D. Taylor, gummed and per
forated by Townshend & Son. 3,036 of this 
printed, and 6,072 of the smaller size. B.-P. 
had no hand in their issue and only consented 
when it was pointed out that as a "local" 
issue it would be derogatory to the Queen to 
have her portrait o,n it. The story that she 
was very angry and shelved B.-l'. is quite 
false. He writes: "The Queen wrote me a 
message of congratulation with her own hand 
on the relief of Mafeking and herself ordered 
my promotion to Major-General. Within four 
months I was given the biggest command of 
my Iif e-the South African Co•nstabulary
and after that the blue ribbon of the mounted 
branch, the Inspector-Generalship of Cavalry 
in Great Britain and Ireland and Africa. So I 
never knew that she was off ended, or that I 
was ignored." Now I showed this stamp many 
years ago at a Boy Scout camp i111 England, 
and when I got home it had entirely disap
peared. I could never believe that a Scout 
had pinched the Chief Scout, but it was not 
till years later that he suddenly dropped out 
of a book I was reading. By that time I had 
bought another copy, one of the smaller type, 
which I promptly sold, maybe to one of you 
gentlemen, and the odd thing is that this one 
shortly disappeared once more, amd only turned 
up the other day when I was sorting through 
a mountain of papers. It just shows, a good 
Scout will always turn up in time! 

Now for our three Foreign gentry. The first 
is Johan Herman Wessel of Norway, and the 
ordinary reference books gave me little or 
nothing about him, so I wrote from Coventry 
i•n England last year to the British Embassy 
in Stockholm, and the Information Secretary 
replied with these interesting details: "There 
is a mistake on this stamp, not discovered till 
too late-Hermann should be Herman. Born 
in the Parish of Vestby and passed his 'stu
dentexamen' in Oslo in 1761. Later lived in 
Copenhagen as author, language teacher and 
literary tra•nslator. When the Norske Sel
skab was founded in Copenhagen he became 
its moving spirit. His magnum opus, 'Love 
Without Stockings,' published 1772. Some of 
his humorous stories appeared in 'Votre Servi
teur Otiosis,' which he published himself. He 
kept poor by i•ndulgence in drink." But now 
note the fascination of philately. He adds a 
P.S.: "I have just spotted your address. My 
mother is coming to live in your parish at 
99 Evenlode Cresce-nt at the end of September. 
I was born and brought up in Coventry"! 

The second is Jean Henri Pestalozzi, one 
of the most endearing characters-utterly 
lacking in business sense and so failing fo1 
many of his early ventures, hopelessly untidy 
as the portrait shows, but with an intense 
love for children such as prompted him to 
shelter in a deserted convent a number of 
childroo made destitute and homeless by the 
invasion of Switzerland in 1798 and to give· 
the rest of his life to their interests. His 

theories of education, illustrated in his master
piece, "Leonard and Gertrude," were novel at 
the time but have won increasing acceptance. 
This attractive person has a special interest 
for me, as I ooce stayed for a week at 'the 
Pestalozzi Orphanage at Intra on Lake Mag
giore and got to know a few of the orphans 
pretty well. 

The thir<l is Henry Morton Stanley, a 
familiar name to all South Africans, but not 
all of them will realise that this was not his 
baptismal name. John Rowlands was born 
inear Denbigh, placed at six in the Poor House 
of St. Asaph, ran away to sea and was adopted 
by a merchant of New Orleans whose name 
he took. His life was crammed with adven
ture, including service with the Confederate 
Army, with the U.S. Navy, and with King 
Leopold II of Belgium in a private capacity. 
Through maladroit negotiations the Congo was 
lost to Britain and fell to Belgium. Stainley 
became a world-famous newspaper correspon
dent and as such undertook his historic search 
for Livingstone with its successful ending 
in 1871. 

And now the three British places. The first 
is the Ventine Falls, St. Lucia, one of the 
beauty spots of "Heletn of the West Indies." 
It is not a waterfall in the usual sense, for 
it is a hot sulphurous spring that gushes out 
of the summit of the rock, which is situated 
in the Soufriere Valley below the famous vol
cano and about 2½ miles from the town of 
Soufriere, the second largest on the island. 
The personal interest here is that I offered 
this stamp, the scarce perf. 12 x 13, then 
listed at 40s. for a tickey on a Philatelic 
Society's booklet, and it came back" unsold! 

The Victoria Falls we all k•now, many of us 
at first hand, but of all the stamps that show 
what has been called the greatest river won
der of the world surely this one is the most 
pleasing, with the tumbling water in a cool 
shade of green and an excellent full-face por
trait of King George V, who is shielding a 
timid springbok from the obvious intentions 
of a lio,n, while an elephant and a giraffe stand 
by to see fair play. For a personal touch 
how about this little yarn? One of my sons
in-law was a Padre in Italy during the late 
war, and one day was taking tea in Rome with 
two American nurses. Pretoria happened to 
be mentioned, and o•ne nurse said: "Pretoria? 
I have not heard of that burg." "Oh, Sadie," 
said the other, "you surely have heard of the 
Pretoria Falls!" 

We had a holiday once at Waterval Onder, 
and in the grounds of the guest-house was 
the little house ,vhere Paul Kruger lived for 
several months before his exile. We passed 
many times through the tunnel on the foot
path to Waterval Boven, but it was not till 
later that I realised that this tun•nel figures 
on the stamp issued by the second Boer Re
public to mark the inauguration of penny 
postage in 1895. As you know, Wolmarans
stad was the only British stronghold to over
print this stamp for use during the war. Later 
the railway was moved to the other side of 
the valley. This stamp was given me at Wol-

( Continued on page 61) 
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MACHINE POSTMARKS 
With reference to your note on Germiston 

machine postmarks published in your Febru
ary issue, the following may be of interest. 

I have seen the specimens listed hereunder 
(all except No. 8 are in front of me as I 
write). None are Paids. "A" indicates that 
the wavy lines begin at the top of a "wave," 
"B" that they begin at the bottom. 

1. 1946/30-IV /11.45 B. 
2. 17-II/1948/13.00 B. 
3. 1948/9-X/13.00 A. 
4. 1948/16-X/6.00 A. 
5. 14.00/13-IV /1949 A. 
6. 1949/4-V /17.15 A. 
7. 1949/9-V /8.00 A. 
8. 6.00/13-IX/1949 A. 
9. 1949/15-Xl/6.00 A. 
10. 1949/28-Xl/16.00 A. 
Nos. 1-4 are before the period covered by 

the letter referred to, but they might illlterest 
Mr. Allpass. 

Nos. 5, 8, 9 and 10 agree with his state
ments but 6 and 7 do not. 

With regard to the words, "the normal pat
tern adopted by all machine cancellation 
offices," I might mention that Boksburg also 
shows considerable variation, and that although 
I have handled hundreds of Killlgwilliamstown 
specimens I have never encountered one that 
does not follow the pattern 

DATE/MONTH : TIME : YEAR 
In addition, some places-Cape Town and 
Port Elizabeth, for example-follow the pat
tern 

DATE/MONTH : BLANK : YEAR 
on their Paids. 

I have in my possession a few covers and 
pieces dated March, 1945, and August-October, 
1948, bearing stamps cancelled by an oval 
handstamp consisting of bars with the number 
1047 in the centre--doubtless an old Cape 
postmark. ( In many cases the machine post
mark had missed the stamp.) These letters 
were originally posted at Bloemf 01I1tein, Paarl, 
Johannesburg and other places, but all were 
delivered at Cape Town, and this proves that 
104 7 was used at Cape Town during the period 
mentioned. 

Finally, a short note on the "UNAC" 
slogans: In the case of what I term non-coo
tin.uous postmarks, i.e., postmarks not designed 
to stretch right across the envelopes, these 
were in two forms throughout the Union. The 
first had "GIVE ONE DAY'S PAY AND 
SA VE A CHILD" over "STEUN DIE V.V. 
KINDERFONDS V ANDAG," while the 
second read "GEE EEN DAG SE LOON EN 
RED 'N KIND/HELP UNAC SAVE THE 
WORLD'S CHILDREN." 

Coming to the Cape To\\'ll ooes in particu
lar: The Cape Town "A" machine used two 
dies of the first-named slogan. Die II differs 
from Die I in that the right-hand stroke in 
the first "V" in the bottom line is clearly 
double, and there is a blob over the doubled 
line near the apex of the " V." 

This seems too definite and constant to be 
due to a bit of dirt. I have recorded the 
following dates: 

14.30/3-VIII/1948 Die I. 
17.15/3-VIII/1949 Die I. 
11.30/5-VIIl/1948 Die II. 
12.30/5-VIII/1948 Die II. 
16.15/5-VIIl/1948 Die I. 

and many more with Die I up to 
17.15/7-X/1948. 

Sometime between this and 9.30/11-X/1948, the 
"A" machine reverted to wavy lines. 

The "B" machine used only one die. This 
had Afrikaans at the top. My first recording 
of this is 16.15/3-VIII/1948, and my last one 
9.30/8-X/1948. 

Specimens of the "C" machine are always 
harder to find than those from the "A" or the 
"B," but I have recorded it with a slogan 
very much like Die I of the "A" machine, 
except that the "P" of "PAY" is fatter, on 
several dates between 17.15/3-VIIl/1948 and 
17 .15/12-VIII/1948, and also 17.15/27-VIII/ 
1948. I have not seen any postmarks · from 
the "C" machine between these latter, but 
:pres~mably it did not vary. My next record
mg 1s 17.15/31-VIIl/1948; this and the inext 
few, up to and including 9.30/3-IX/1948 have 
wavy lines. On various dates between 
17.15/10-IX/1948 and 17.15/30-IX/1948 I have 
recorded this machine with an "Afrikaans over 
English" slogan, with letters not so high as 
on the. die used by "B." By 9.30/1-X/1948 
\\'avy Imes were oince more in use but this 
!ime they began at the bottom of ~ "wave," 
mstead of at the top, as previously. 

The "D" (Paid) machine did not change 
during this period. 

D. ALLISON. 

SALE 
to interested party :of sole rights for 

South Africa of newly patented 
STAMP ALBUl\L 

For particulars apply to: 

HANS MEHLMAUER, 
Bregenz. Austria. 
Maurachgasse 20. I ............................... J 

STAMP CENTENARIES 
This year is the centenary of Spain';:; 

"Penny Black/' the 6 cuartos black of 1850 
a stamp that has been about as much studied: 
plated and written up as its British fore
runner in 1840. There will be commemora
tives appearing later this year. 

Other famous classics now 100 years old 
are, ·of course, the "Sydney Views" of New 
South Wales, a series about which also 
volumes have been written. 
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cpQLAND 
By 

ROBERT A. WILSON 

(Paper read before the Pretoria 
Philatelic Society) 

~·········••11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111. 

In many ways, I feel to-night like a newly 
~lected Member of Parliament, in that I have 
JU~t rec~ntly been elected to membership, in 
~his Society, and now I am on the floor mak
rng what might be term~d my "Maiden 
Speech." As some of you know, I have spent 
the past two years behind the "Iron Curtain." 
I am therefore not going to talk about any 
o~ the numerous adjuncts of the British Em
pire. The country that I am going to dis
cuss, howe".'er, has, within the past decade, 
be~n. of prnl!ary concern not only to the 
British Empire but. also to the world in 
general. For indeed it was over Poland that 
the Allies finally went to war · with the Axis, 
and one of the biggest sources of trouble at 
the famous Yalta 'and Potsdam Conferences 
was the fate of Poland, to this day still un
settled. 

. Poland's ~lo_rious but tragic history is well 
i!lusti:ated rn its comparatively brief Philate
lic Hist_ory, w~ich is in many ways unique. 
P:o~an~ is, I believe, the only country in phila
telic hist?ry that has a gap of fifty-five years 
between its fi~st and second postal e:m!is1'ions. 
·The first P~hsh stamp, by which she was 
represented i:1 catalogues until the second 
decade of this century was issued in 1860 
when the co1;1-ntr;v was under one· of its nu~ 
m~rous domma~10ns by Russia and/or her 
neig:ti!J:ours. This "Lone Adhesive," as it is 
fa~mharly_ called among students of Polish 
philately, 1s ?ne of the world's first bi-coloured 
stampls, havmg been preceded onlv by the 
well-known India 4 anna stamp,, the Swiss 
9anfonal stamps, and the fir3t issue of Russia 
itself. Thu~ we have a true "Classic" for 
the foundat10n stone of a Polish collection. 
Th~ c?lours are blue and red, with shade 
varieties from rose to carmine. The design 
portray~ the coat of arms of the Congress-
10n8:l Krngdom _of Poland, i.e., a Polish eagle 
ag-arnst a Russian eagle placed in the centre 
of _an oval shield, evenly surrounded by a thin 
ellipse. The stamp became obsolete in 1865 
w~en the postal system w'.as once again merged 
with tha~ of Russia proper, and the stamps 
of Russia became current throughout the 
country. An innovation was the compulsory 
us~ of the Russian alphabet on the Killers. 
Pr10r to the Lone Adhesive in the stampless 
cover days, the Latin alphabet had been in 
use. 

. No other stamp makes its :appearance un
til 1915, a'!ld even then it cannot be regarded 
as a genumely "Polish" issue, for it consists 
of the first German occup,ation stamp set. It 
should be noted at this point that Poland as 
we know it to-day was, prior to 1914, divided 

among the three major Continental Power~ 
Russia, Germany, and the Austria-Hungarian 
Empire. Poland's three major cities were 
located one within each district-Warsaw in 
the Russian part, Krakow in the Austro
Hungarian, and Posen, or Poznan, in the 
German. With the rapid defeat of the Czar
ist armies early in the war, and the subse
quent Bolshevik Insurrection, Germany occu
pied Warsaw for the first time, and over
printed the familiar "Germania" heads for 
use in the occupied zone. 

We must wait another three years for the 
real beginning of twentieth century Polish 
philately. In 1918, Poland was reconstituted 
as an independent nation, being composed 
mainly of the territory previously mentioned 
as being occupied by the three large powers. 
Emergency stamps were made in all of these 
territories by overp,rinting and surcharging 
whatever types of stamps were at hand. Thus 
we have German stamps surcharged for use 
in the Poznan area, Austrian stamps over
printed in Krakow, and Austrian Military 
stamps surcharged for use fo S:outh-eastern 
Poland. But due to the long standing and in
tense hatred of Russia, Russian stamps were 
not overprinted, but instead, the German oc
cupation stamps were used as well as a set 
of four locals. This is probably one of the 
only examples in history of a local becoming 
a national issue. 

Of all these emergency stamps, tl).e Krakow 
overprints have become the most valU'able, 
and are the real classics, so to speak, of any . 
Polish collection, especially the postage due 
series. of which all but three stamps may be 
classified as rarities. Unfortunately, theTe 
are many clever forgeries :l)f this issue, and 
the genuine copies are hard to come by nowa
days. It has been estimated by one of the 
three or four experts on this series that at 
least 30 per cent. of the copies examined by 
him have been forgeries. Many double and 
inverted overprints occur .on all of these pro
visionals. One of the more common varieties 
on the Krakow set is the thin or narrow "Z" 
in the word "POCSTA". 

In 1919, plates were prepared and the first 
stamps printed in Poland and with Polish de
signs were issued. It must be regretted that 
this and several subsequent issues are not par
ticularly attractive. The basic designs are 
always farming scenes and stylized versions 
of the Polish Eagle. This first 1919 set is 
noteworthy for the fact that it was issued 
both perforated and imperforate, and also in 
two sets of colours, p.roviding a precedent for 
the same technique being employed in con
nection with the "Famous Poles" set of 1947. 
The two colours were also inscribed in differ
ent currencies, those valued in Halerzy and 
Kronor being for use in Southern Poland and 
those in fenigow and marks for use in North
ern Poland. Later, in 1920, the set valued 
i~ f enigow and marks was re issued in slightly 
different colours for use throughout the entire 
country. 

The first Polish commemoratives were also 
issued in 1919, in honour of the opening of 
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the first sessions ·of the Sejm, the Polish 
equivalent to Parliament. This set is inter
esting to musical specialists because of its 
depiction of Paderewski, at that time Presi
dent of Poland ;as well as the world's leading 
pianist. This set also contains one amusing 
curiosity. The 20 fenigow value in brown 
appears in two sizes in this set. This puzzle 
has been explained by the fact that after 
the set was prepared and placed :on sale, it 
was felt that the small size of the desig,n was 
insulting to Prime Minister Trampcsynski, 
and accordingly, a new die in the same for
mat but larger size was prepared. Both 
stamps were available at the Post Office. 

In 1924 a currency change occurred, in 
which the older Polish monetary terms 
"Groszy" and "Zoty" were re-employed. A 
new set of stamps portraying the Polish eagle 
was issued at this time. These are in some
what brighter colours than previous eagle 
issues, but still cannot really be called "at
tractive" stamps. The same is unfortunately 
true of the first pictorials, which were printed 
in dull, muddy colours on thin greyish paper. 

It was not until the late 20's and early 30's 
that Polish stamps began to be attractive. 
These can be said to begin with the first 
stamp in honour :of Chopin, a modern treat
ment in an attractive shade of sapphire blue. 
Among the most beautiful of all Poland's 
stamps is a large commemorative in deep 
blue, printed on a thick cream coloured paper. 
It is actually a beautifully executed minia
ture engraving) of the famous painting now 
in the Vatican Gallerv in Rome :of Jan Sobi
eski, the Polish King· who was primarily re
sponsible for the defeat of the Turks at the 
Battle of Vienna in 1683. In 1935 a striking 
set of five stamps printed in grey with black 
borders was issued in mourning of Marshal 
Pilsudski, one of the founders and Presidents 
of modern Poland. In this same year three 
attractive souvenir sheets were issued in hon
our of the visit to Poland of King Carol of 
Rumania. These sheets were executed by 
printing a block of four current stami,s in 
the centre of a large sheet, with the Rumanian 
and Polish Ooats of Arms engraved in red 
at the top of the sheets. It was also in this 
year that Poland issued experimental booklets. 
In the period between 1935 and 1937, five 
booklets, in all 1 were issued. However, the 
experiment proYed unsucc-essful, and they 
were discontinued. These to-day are the most 
elusive of all items in a Polish collection. 
Two of the three booklets were available only 
in post off ices in Silesia, and were never 
available in the Capital. Even the Postal 
Museum collection in vVarsaw lacks these 
items. An attractive p,ictorial set was issued 
in 1935, to which four values were added in 
1937. 

In 1938, Poland's most att~·active set was 
issued. Known as the "Historical Issue," it 
portrays on its 13 values the main events in 
Polish history from pre-medieaval times down 
to 1918. The final value is a particularly 
striking design portraying Marshal Pilsudski 

profiled against a battle scene in which the 
flag1 of the _Polish Legion is seen going for
ward through the smoke of battle. 

In this same year one of the world's most 
striking souvenir sheets was jssued by Poland. 
It consists of one stamp, extremely long ver
tically, placed in the centre of a Mock meas
uring 77 x 124 mm. The colour of the stamp 
itself is deep violet, and portrays a strat<i" 
sphere balloon soaring over the Tatra Mount
ains. It is ironical that this stamp commem
orates an event that never took place. It was 
issued in honcur of a proposed stratosphere 
flight. The balloon was the largest such ever 
constructed, and Professor Picard, the noted 
Belgian balloonist, p-lanned to be present. Un
fortunately, shortly before the ascent, the 
balloon exploded, and the project abandoned, 
but since the stamp had already been pre
pared, it was Teleased. 

In the same year, a pair of souvenir sheets 
were issued in honour of the Fifth Warsaw 
Philatelic Exhibition. Identical except for 
the fact that one sheet is perforated and the 
other imperforate, the design of an early mail 
coach is strongly reminiscent of the classic 
Austrian WIP A sheet. The most unusual 
feature about these blocks is the colouring. 
The stamps are bi-coloured, but not in the 
usual sense of the word. The two basic col
ours are blue and green, shading from one 
into the other from top to bottom of the 
stamps. 

Shortly after the fiasco of the balloon sheet, 
Poland had another philatelic accident. In 
February, 1949, the International Ski Meet, 
known as FIS, and familiar to all Austrian 
collectors, met at Zakopane, the famous Po
lish ski resort high in the lovely Tatra Mount
ains on the Polish-Czech horder. A set of four 
stamps, portraying a gorale, or local mount
aineer, in picturesque native costume, pre
paring to ski down a slope, was issued. But 
for the first time for many years there was 
no snow in Poland that winter. 

Marshal Pilsudski appears un the last stamp 
issued by Poland before the German invasion. 
Issued in the form of a souvenir sheet con
taining three stamps, Marshal Pilsudski ap
pears twice, with Marshal Smigly-Ridz 
occupying the third stamp. The sheet com
memorated the 25th anniversary of the found
ing of the Polish Legion in 1914. This Legi·on 
became the basis of the Polish Army. The 
block was issued on August 1, 1939, just four 
weeks before the beginning of Hitler's invas
ion of Poland. 

The second German occupation ·of Poland 
commenced in H➔39, after the fall of Warsa,v 
in September. The seat of the occupational 
government was transferred from Warsaw to 
Krakow, the medieval capital of Poland. Kra
kow is still essentially a small, medieval uni
versity town, luckily undamaged by either 
war. Many of its beauties are portrayed on 
the stamps issued by the occupational Gov-

( Continued on pa.ge 61) 
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BRITISH COLONIAL 
NEW ISSUES 

If you collect British Colonial New 
Issues and want an efficient source of 
supp,ly at 10% over face or cost, why 
not send for the details of my service. 
The steady increase in the number of 
new subscribers in the Union of South 
Africa is testimony ,>f its efficiency. 

Fortnightly List 3/- per annum 
by sea mail ( 8 /- per annum 

by air). 

Want Lists for Obsolete K.G. VI Stamps 
and all pre-1938 B.C. stamps are 

appreciated. 

T. K. PARSONS, 
·west Wickham, Kent, 

ENGLAND. i 
-------···------------

DIS.PERSAL SALE 
• • • 

Duly instructed by the voodors, q.q., 
I am offering a fine stock of Union, 
S.W.A., and other South African mate
rial, in complete mint sets or panes, at 
Investment Prices. 

Included in this Stock are Union 
King's Heads, Union and S.W.A. Pic
torials and Commemoratives, Officials, 
large War, rare printings of the Ban
tams, Victory and Royal Visit complete, 
East Africa and Zanzibar, etc., etc., all 
in complete sheets. 

Specialists will find a wealth of mate
rial for study purposes, in this offer, 
and a detailed priced list will gladl,y 
be sent for 3d. (Airmail U.K. 9d., U.S.A. 
1/3.). 

A. LICHT'ENSTEIN, 
B.P.A. 

BOX 576, BLOEMFONTEIN 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Sierra Leone. Full Gibbons Catalogue 
prices offered for superb used copies of 
S.G. Numbers 49, 51 to 53, 78 to 80, 
86A, 94 to 96, 123, 124, 126, 127, 146 
to 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182,. 
Johannesburg. 

Africa: Excellent approval books of all 
African col()lllies available against 
English references. Also West In
dies and all other Colonials, including 
Great Britain. Fine copies only, prices 
reasonable. 

Hughes & Co., 28 Nels0tn House, Peter
borough, England. 

Union Booklets, covers and panes with 
borders, mint. Urgently required. 

Dr. C. Murray, Kuilsriver. 

Stamp Collectors: British Colonials on 
approval; try 

K. Mack, P.O. Esperanza, Natal. 

Barbados U.P.U. mint Hd. at 2d., 1/
at 1/3. Other British Colonials. En
close 2d. stamp. 

M. Slabbert, 4, Man.gold Street, Newton 
Park, Port Elizabeth. 

A straight collection of 30,000 different 
stamps in six Universal albums for 
sale. 

Box 127, Bloemfontein. 

Packets! All different-50 Switzerland, 
1/6; 100 World, 1/-; 50 Bulgaria, 2/-; 
100 China, 2/6; 50 Greece, 2/-; 50 
Luxemburg, 1/9; 50 Portugal, 1/6; 
50 Yugoslavia, 1/6. Price list free. 

L. White, Box 9825, Johannesburg. 

Wanted by dealer, good stamps of 
Union, Rhodesias, Transvaal, O.F.S., 
S.W.A., etc. 

Offers to White, Box 9825, Johannes
burg. 
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EASTER SEALS 
In addition to the Seals for Tuberculosis 

sufferers issued in many countries at Christ
mas time, a number of countries, including 
the Union of South Africa, have Easter Seals 
for the benefit of cripples, especially crip
pled children. 

The Union Seals for this year are now on 
sale; they feature a boy joyfully waving his 
crutches in the air. 

The American National Society for Crip
pled Children, founded in 1921, has been is
suing seals at Easter time annually since 1934 
and there are many collectors of these. This 
year they have sent us a booklet with par
ticulars about the various issues and coloured 
reproductions of them. Back issues are still 
obtainable (although the 19:34 stock is almost 
exhausted) from the Society at 11 S. La 
Salle Street, Chicago 3, Ill. 

* BECHUANALAND 
In the recent printings of the Hd., 4d. and 

6d., it is reported by "Stamp Collecting" that 
the 6d. has less red in its magenta, the 4d. 
is of a deeper orange while the Hd. is of a 
paler blue and is on thinner paper. 

* 
NORTHERN RHODESIA 

New printings of the M., 1d., 2d., 3d., 6d., 
5s. and 20s. values were released by the Crown 
Agents in January. According to "Stamp Col
lecting" the colour variations are slight: the 
M., 6d. and 5s. are paler; the 2d. is rose
carmine; the 3d., pale bright ultramarine, and 
the 20s. has the carmine-red deeper. 

* AUSTRALIA 
\Ve are informed by the High Commissioner 

for Australia that H.M. the King has been 
p,leased to approve of a new portrait of him
self, in profile, which will appear on a 2M. 
stamp, in red, to be issued on 12th April. At 
the left of the stamp there will be a panel 
showing an arrangement of the ]eaves and 
flowers of the red flowering gum. Size, per
foration and paper will be the same as in the 
current 2M. issue. 

A new portrait of H.M. the Queen has also 
been approved; this will replace the likeness 
on the current Hd. stamp and the new de
sign will be put on sale on 19th June. 

Both these new stamps will become part of 
the permanent Commonwealth series. 

* INDONESIA 
We can now say a definite good-bye to 

stamps of the Netherlands Indies and to those 
of the Republic of Indonesia with a very 
dubious status. The first of the United States 
@f Indonesia (Republik Indonesia Serikat) 
appeared on 30th January, a 15 sen scarlet 
featuring the Indonesian flag, red and white 
bars, against a background of a volcano and 
palm trees. 

NETHERLANDS AND INDIES 
The use of the rotogravure process for 

printing the stamps of Holland has caused 
the notes concerning the current issues, and 
the recent commemoratives, contained in vari
ous Dutch Philatelic Magazines, to bristle 
with reports of dots and dashes, bringing joy, 
no doubt, to some and despair most likely to 
many others. So, for example, if you have a 
U.P.U. 10 cent which shows a white dot under 
the D of "WERELD", you will know that it 
is No. 81 in the sheet printed from a cylinder 
with etching No. 1; but it is to be doubted 
that you have a rarity! 

The current 45c is to have its cofour 
changed from orange to violet-grey because 
of confusion with the 12c orange. 

From "Mi.in Stokpaardje/' February num
ber, it is learnt that as from 1st January, 
1950, all stamps issu~d prior to that date in 
the Indies, with the exception of the U.P.U. 
set, were withdrawn and demonetised. The 
current stamps are the numeral types with 
inscription INDONESIA (1 sen - 12½ sen) 
and architectural types in 15, 20, 25, 3U, 40, 
45 50, 60 and 80 sen and 1 rupiah values. 
Higher values are expected later in the year. 
The U.P.U: set remains valid for postage un
til 30th June, 1950. On the 17th January of 
this year the first definitive stamp of the 
United States of Indonesia made its appear
ance. It is a 15 sen stamp, showing the flag 
of the new republic against a background of 
a sunlit mountain. 

The stamps issued by the Republic prior to 
the arrangement with Holland are many and 
varied. Some are of doubtful status but 
others have been legitimately used within the 
area controlled by the Republican Government 
under S:oekarno. Much research is, however, 
required before it is known which stamns en-
joyed official status. J.W.S. 

* STAMPS FOR UNO 
"Mekeel's Weekly" has a communicatfo,fl 

from Berne, with extracts from an official 
Swiss post office announcement to the effect 
that 77 new "Official" stamps will go on sale 
on 1st February. These t'Otal 64 francs in 
value, something like £4. 

Some of these are for honest to goodness 
Swiss Official Departments, but the majority 
are for various UNO offices. They are for 
official use only, cannot be used by the pub
lic but will be available mint or cancelled to 
order for p,hilatelic purposes from the Swiss 
Philatelic Agency and from the Kreisrost 
Direction at Geneva. 

We poor muts of collectors! 

* ADEN DEPENDENCY ERROR 
The Qu'aiti state of Shihr and Mukalla has 

provided a major error in the form of a com
plete sheet of 60 of the Rl on ls. without 
surcharge U.P.U. issue. • The complete sheet 
has been bought by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons~ 
who are valuing it at £9,000. 
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STAMPS WITH A STORY 
(Continued frmn vage 55) 

maransstad by Mr. Thomas Leask, then aged 
90 who was Postmaster ilil 1900 when the 
is;ue was made. The catalogue quotation 
gives little indication of the stamp's scarcity'. 

And here finally are the three Foreign 
places. The first, the ruins_ of the Forum ~n 
Rome, in the set celebratmg the Zepp~lm 
cruise in 1933. One has an overwhelmmg 
sense of the pathos and power of history as 
one wanders round the relics of the majesty 
that was Rome, but, accuse me of frivolity 
if you will, the sight that remained the most 
vivid in my mind was that of the cats that 
basked on the pedestals or chased each other 
through the sightless windows. I was told a 
little socj,ety of animal-lovers provided for 
their needs. Maybe they are an improvement 
on the Wolf of Romulus and Remus! 

The second takes us to Assisi. 23 years 
ago, on the 700th anniversary of the death 
of St. Francis of Assisi, I spent several days 
there, aflld though the great cathedral, just 
opposite my hotel, was a wonderful building 
( see the 60c. in the commemorative set of 
1926), the place that most drew me was the 
little Church of St. Damien, just outside the 
Porta Nuova, for it was here in 1207 that 
Francis, the blithest figure of the medieval 
Church, received the inspiration that sent him 
forth on his life-long mission. It became the 
Mother House of the Poor Clares, the com
panion body to the Franciscan Friars. It is 
just a bare stone i!lave without aisles, set 
among ancient olives and a garden of wild 
flowers such as Francis loved. It was tended 
by a handful of Observant Friars. 

Lastly, we visit lea, a rather obscure town 
in Peru, for whose tercentenary Peru issued a 
set of seven in January, 1935. My New Issu:e 
people failed to send it me, so I tried other 
dealers, without success. Then I advertised in 
the philatelic papers, but not a single reply 
did I get. Finally I wrote to the Postmaster
General at Lima, and back came the stamps 
by reply post, with an interesting letter. I 
v.as not surprised to read in the next edition 
of the catalogue: "This was an extremely -
limited issue which was sold out on the day 
of issue." Here again the catalogue prices 
are mo guide to scarcity. 

The rest I leave you to see for yourselves. 
The stamps are laid out in alphabetical order 
of country, and you can read or ignore the 
blurbs just as your fancy takes you. 

(To be continued) 

* BASUTOLAND 

In the printings released by the Crown 
Agents in January it is reported in "Sta~p 
Collecting" that there are no perforation 
changes and only slight shade differences. The 
3d. is a rather deeper bright blue, the 4d. a 
greenish slate, the 6d. a rather deeper orange
yellow, and the 5s. a slightly paler violet. 

POLAND 
(Continued from page 58) 

ernment. The first occupational issue was 
made by surcharging the current German 
Hindenburg set. These became obsolete 
shortly thereafter, and the local Polish issues 
were surcharged in a manner so heavy that 
the basic design was virtually obliterated. 
The following year the beautifu1 pictorial set 
was issued. Unbiased persons admit this set 
to be one of the most beautiful of all Polish 
issues. Later on this set was withdrawn in 
favour of a set of Ftihrer's heads. Occasional 
commemoratives and semi-postals were issued, 
as well as officials and postage dues. The oc
cupational stamps are extremely well designed 
and executed. Errors among them are few and 
extremely scarce. 

(To be continued) 

* ISRAEL 
The Postal Department announces the issue 

in March of two stamps ( 40 pr., dark 
violet and 80 pr., carmine) commemorating 
the acceptance of the State into the U .P.U. 
The stamps feature a running stag, the in
signia of the Department, with a part of the 
globe in the background. 

The Department is making things very 
easy (? too easy) for collectors and have is
sued an illustrated list :of all stamps which 
have been issued by them. In most cases they 
are _still purchasable at t~e sales department, 
2 Pmsker Street, Tel Aviv. Standing orders 
can J:>e placed for new issues, first day covers, 
spe_c1~l collec~ion sheets, positional stamps. 
This 1s collectmg made easy ·with a vengeance! 

* 
A RIVAL TO LUNDY IS. 

The owner of Shuna, an island in the 
Hebrides, has recently issued a "stamp." Mail 
for the island is apparently usually collected 
by one of the island-!O,Yner's staff, by ar
rangement with the post office, but it may 
sometimes cross by other channels. The 
Shuna "stamp" admittedly does not pay post
age, it is merely attached to outgoing mail 
and postmarked as a guarantee that the letter 
has passed through normal channels. Further 
comment, as Messrs. Whitfield King say, is 
unnecessary. 

* PRIVATE TREATY 
Messrs. R'Obson Lowe have issued a booklet 

giving short illustrated descriptions of vari
ous collections they have for sale by private 
treaty. There are some 30 odd of them, cov
ering 26 different countries. Prices run from 
£9 to £1,575. These catalogues are obtainable 
at ls. each. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 
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SHORT NOTICES 
Robson Lowe, Ltd., announce the appear

ance ( possibly before this is in print) of a 
book on the "Cancellations of The Rhodesias 
and Nyasaland" by H. C. Dann. We hope to 
receive a c:opy for review very soon. 

G. Landmans of Corso Vittorio Emanuele 
22, Milan, is preparing a catalogue, in Ital
ian, French, English and German of the 
"Sports" stamps of the world. Price will be 
$5 U.S.A. Also special albums for such stamps 
at prices varying from $5 to $25 U.S.A. ac
cording to style and quality. 

Messrs. Stanley Gibbons announce a new 
price policy, of which the two 1!1ost_ importa~t 
items are ( 1) a general reduction m all then· 
prices for unused British Empire current a?d 
new issues, and ( 2) a new New Issue service 
to supply future Empire stamp.s at 16-2/3rds 
per cent. over face value. 

The Commonwealth Stamp Co. commenting 
on letters and notes which have appeared in 
our magazine :on simplification of listing. of 
Union stamps, state that they are preparmg 
check lists of all Commonwealth countries, 
including the Union of course and hope to 
have these ready by the end of this year. They 
hope these will be found to he clear and con
cise, with all main varieties included. 

* AIR LETTERS OF EAST AFRICA 
1941-1945 

A variety of the imported British Army 
form described as Type 12-1945 in the Oc
tober, 1948, issue of the "South African 
Philatelist" has come to light. 'The item was 
postmarked in East Africa in November, 
1944, and may be described as: 
Type 12b-1944 

The small inscription at bottom right has 
full-stops "Army Form W.3077." and a con
trol number on the reverse 51-6818 (2). 

The card described as Type 12 has no full
stops in the printing "Army Form W3077", 
the control number being 51,8077 (1). 

* K.U.T. 
According to "Stamp Collecting" the cur

rent stamps of Kenya, Uganda and Tangan
yika since 1st January, 1950, have been valid 
only for postal purposes, not for both Post
age and Revenue as heretofore. Special Rev
enue stamps are now available for fiscal 
purposes. 

* S.W.A.F. 
This is neither a South-West African ltm·ce 

nor Forgery. It is the short title given by 
W. E. Fyndhem in Stamp Collecting to his 
tips for "Stamps with a Future." These are 
stamps which are modestly priced now, but 
which he thinks will appreciate considerably 
and in ten years' time be worth a great deal 
more money than they are to-day. Among 
his first lot of "Swafs" are: Newfoundland, 
S.G. 225, Die I; Barbados, S.G. 233, 2½ blue 
(not ultramarine); New Zealand 2s. and 3s., 
S.G. 542-3; Australia 3M U.P.U. used. 

OBITUARY. 
PAUL LOEWENSTEIN 

One of South Africa's most enthusiastic 
collectors, Paul Loewenstein passed away sud
denly at Ladybrand as the result of a stroke 
on 17th March, the day before the 59th anni
versary of his birth. Born at Cottbus, :on the 
Spree, he came to South Africa as a child 
and formed extensive collections of all South 
African countries, as well as one of the 
world's best collections :of Greece, which ran 
to several volumes and was strong in many 
uncatalog,ued errors, occupation covers, 
proofs, essays, etc. 

The collecting instinct which he possessed 
showed itself als:o in large collections of 
emergency money issued in Europe after the 
first world war, books, military insignia, etc. 

He disposed of most of his stamp collections 
a couple of years ago but had recently formed 
a most interesting collection of espionage 
stamps of both world wars. 

I and many other South African philatelists 
had the privilege of enjoying his hospitality 
and spending days and nights looking through 
his collections. I do inot know how many vol
umes there were, but they filled a couple of 
large cupboards. 

A cultured man, he wrote and spoke with 
authority on many subjects. 

I and his many other philatelic friends will, 
I am sure, join me in extending sincere sym
pathy to his wife and family. 

J. ROBERTSON. 

* HUNGARY 
The Philatelic Agency announces for 12th 

March a set of 14 denominations illustrative 
of various aspects of the six-year plan, also 
a commemorative set on the occasion of the 
20th anniversary of the founding, of the 
P.O's. philatelic museum. 

* BELGIUM 
Mr. G. Lefebvre reports the issue on 15th 

March, to be on sale till 30th April and valid 
for use till 30th September, 1951, 1of three 
semi-postals: 8c + 20c, 2.50 fr+ 50c and 
4 fr+ 2fr. 

The surtax will be devoted to the Belgo
Britannique Union, the St. Albert de Louvain 
Foundation for Scientific Research and the 
Belgian National Committee U.N.A.C. The 
three values will show respectively, the Belg
ian and British Arms, British tanks at Her
tain in 1944, and the British Memorial at 
Hertain. 

* AUSTRIA 
In February a 60 gr. was added to the 

Famous Men series, commemorating the 150th 
anniversary of the death of Andreas Hofer. 
Three new values are to be issued in the 
Costumes set, according to Messrs. Whitfield 
King and Co. 3 gr., 1 sch. 70 gr. and 10 sch. 
The 30 gr. and 1 sch. are also to have their 
colours changed to violet and red respectively. 
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I SOCIETY NEWS I 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., I-I. Ende
mann, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

January 16: A series of five-minute p_aper~. :i\lr. 
Orkin dealt 1.vith the p1·inting and oer'forat10n of 
stam'ps; Mr. Ob1,nne:ver comn11~nded ~e:"'· h,sne ~er
vices ; l\lr. Cullen dealt with them1:ttlc c_ollectmg, 
showing a series of his own C(•venng hl's career 
as a soldier; l\lr. ~later-Kinghorn showed how to 
build up reference boolrn b.v means of cuttings from 
newspaper:,; and magazines. 

The exhibit of the evening; was "Natal" by :i\lr. 
Obermeyer. 

}'ebruary 6. The Society's Annual G_eneral :i\I~t
ing. Various reoortH were given. all of them benu~ 
satisfactory, exeeot the refreshments aceount. 
l\lembers appare11t1:r enjoyed their cu!ls of tea an<l 
cake but were forgetful of the nommal charge of 
6d. 'for these red'reshments. :i\lof'.t of the leaning 
office-bearers were re-elected on the Executive Com
mittee. 

* ORANGE FREE STATE: AND BASUTOLAND 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, l\lr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secreta,'/',Y, 
Mr. E. Cattell, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meeting8, 
3rd Fridays each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloem
fontein, 7 .30 p.m. 

}'or the December meeting. everv membf:'r had been 
requested to bring one sheet of his, Ol' her. favour
ite! stamps along and to give a short explanation. 
Surprisingly, quite a number of members reacted 
and gave a colourful display of contrasting stamp 
pages. Outstanding among these pages were those 
belonging to :Miss Haddad and to Messrs. 1'1enaar, 
Denne, Scott and Freund. 

The main display of the evening v.-as g-iven by 
Mr. lno Lewis who showed a very extensive and 
specialised collection of Hoval Visit covers. A phil
atelic quiz, arranged by Dr. :Frennd. was en.io:veu 
by all for its originality. ~Ir·. A. H. Scott was the 
winner. 

At the January meeting the usual auction sale, 
with Mr. Scott as auctioneer. took nlace. and the 
report on New Issues was ·given by Mr. .A. ,T. 
Denne. l\Ir. J. H. Lf:'vy provided the rnai1n exhibit 
by tabling llis well-known collection of Union varie
ties and errors. The large audience, whi<>h con
tained many visitors, was fascinated by the dis
play, as-strange to sav--there are not many 
wf:'ll-specialised rnion collections about. 

At the February nweting the first preparations 
for the 1951 Philatelic Congress to be beld in 
Bloemfontein were made, and a Provisional Exhi
bition Committee was formed. 

The main itf:'m on the evening's programme was 
Mr. A. Lichtf:'nstein's display of the stamps of Liech
tenstein, which gve a complete re<'ord nlf the!'e 
beautiful stamps and were a rf:'al feast for the eyes 
of those who were privileged to attend. 

* EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President. Mrs. R. Alabaster; Hon. Sec.-Treas .• 

Mr. E. H. Williams, P. 0. Box 198, East London; 
Meetings. 2nd Fridays, Colosseum Theatre Tea Room 
(upstairs) at 7.45 p.m. 

Although there was not the usual full attendance 
of members, a very pleasant evening was enjoyed 
by members and a number of visitors at the March 
meeting. 

A proposal that South Africa should issue National 
Health Stamps on the same lines as New Zealand 
does, was carried unanimously. It was felt this 
was a very simple and' effective way of collecting 
funds for the different causes. Mr. B. Joseph, of 
the Johannesburg Society, who was present, men
tioned this matter had been brought up at Congress, 
but members were informed that the Government 
would not consider such a proposal. Nevertheless, 

it was felt that the South African Philatelic Fed
eration should. be asked to again present this pro
posal to the ::\iinister of Posts and Telegraphs, es
pecially as it was felt that such an issue of stamps 
would make the public more conf.cious of the degree 
of disease in the country, as weli a:,; obtaimng sub
scriptions from members of the public, who .vould 
not willingly purchase the crdinary Christmas 
stamps. 

l\Ir. J. E. Danner gave a very enlightening five
minute talk on f:wiss Charities and he showed how 
flourishing a philatelic business these issues hall 
proved to be. 

There were three interesting displays, a pleasmg 
coincidenee being a very fine one of New Zealand 
Health Stamps by J\lr. Joseph, whieh were shown 
in pairs and also were exceptionally well written-up. 

'l'he Rev. l'luddPmann showed a very represent
ative seleetion of German \Var Issues and a num
ber carrietl particularly fine cancellations. 

Mr. Paviour showed some pag~s of his Newfound
land collection, from the first classic issues right 
up to the present day. 

It ,vas decided that the annual dinner would take 
place on the 29th April. 

Aftf:'r tea was sen·ed, a simple geogrnphical quiz 
c]ost'd a ,·ery pll:'asant e,·ening and the prize of 
issues of the stamps was presented to tne most 
suceessfnl junior visitor. tJ.C.S. 

* GRAILUISTOWN PIIILATJ:i:LIC SOCIETY 
Preside,nt, Dr. C. G. A. Cory; Hon. Sec./Treas., 

:Mr. R. Q. Tarr, Wood House, Kingswood College; 
Meetings, 2nd 'l'hursdays, 8 p.m., 120 High Street. 

The March meeting saw our newly elected pres1~ 
dent, Dr. Cory, in the chair, to a very good turn-out 
of more than hall the local members. The pro
gramme for the second quarter was drawn up, ~he 
feature of the April meeting to be l\Ir. }Iaur1ce 
J<'letcher's South-West Afrkans. lir. Eric Carr dis
played his sheets of GC'orge VI Canadians, an at
tractiveLv arranged colle<'tion. The demise of the 
packet -,.,·as depfored an<l its revival urged. '.rhere 
·was much criticism of thf> dilatoriness of those mem
bers who receive, but who forget to pass on and 
so defeat the purposp of the> packet, and who ~re 
the chief eause of its slow progress. The evemng 
closed with a vote of thanks to l\Ir. Drury for the 
use of his room. f:.u ir, 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF .TOHAXXESBrHG 
At the meeting held on 14th l\Iarch the exhibit 

was provided by -:\Ir. W. Oppenlwim, who tabled a 
fine collection of :i\Ionaco preceded by an interesting 
talk on the exhibit. The exhibit included many 
blocks mint and used, datf'd corner blocks, imperf
orate items and numerous other scarce items. The 
exhibit was almost complete, only four catalogued 
items missing. 

Commander C. R D. l<Jnoch spoke on the exhibit. 
At the meeting held on 27th .March, SPveral members 
exhibit<>4 displays of approximately 12 sheets each. 
}1r. }'rof'lich read a papPr entitled " Portions and 
Proportions." He illustratf:'d this by an exhibit of 
Thurn and Taxis stamps. This included botn the 
Xorthl-'rn and 8outhern Dist.ricts i:,;sues. chiefly in 
:fine used condition. l\Ir. StPrn showed Cuba. including 
air mails and commemoratives. l\lr. G. Economides 
showed some Yarious items, inclurling a set of Sudan 
Palms, the Colombus com111emorativf:'s ~rnd a double 
impression 3 cents U.S.A. of 1861. There were other 
fine items. 

Mr. W. Redford showed 8. Nigeria. As usual his 
exhibit consisted of perfect items. It included "1,peci
men" stamps. 

Mr. :K Hunt showed some rare Great Britain 
stamps, including the Victorian £l) Yalue used, the 
10s. K. Edward official. all the £1 values of {JUefc'n 
Victoria, King Edward and King George VI and 
many others. 

Dr. Pirie showed Antarctic Posts co11,_..;istrng of 
covers from various places in the Antarctic Ocean. 
'.rhe exhibit included covers from thf' Scott and Byrd 
f'Xpeditiom;, from Tristan da Cunha and Gough 
Island and many others. Mr. Frankland showed some 
fine Malaya stamps, including the Silver Wedding. 

Mr. }'roehlich was awarded the prize by the ~om
mit'tee. Commander Enoch expressed warm appreci
ation of l\Ir. Froehlich's paper and exhibit. Dr. Kap
lan spoke on all the exhibits and Pxpressed the 
thanks of· the members to the exhibitors. 
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SPRINGS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. C. J. Meeuwis; Hon. Sec., J\Ir. J. C. 

Sutcliffe; Meetings, 2nd Mondays. 
At the March meeting the committee reported that 

the Springs Public Library had agreed to take cer
tain Philatelic Magazines for the use of the public 
and philatelists in the Springs area. 

It was further agreed that in future membPrship 
cards would be h;sued to members in place of the 
usual receipt for subscriptions. 

It was announced that an invitation to a "Quizz" 
evening had been received from the Pretoria Society. 
J\Iembers unfortunately found that the distance was 
on the prohibitive side! and the invitation was con
sequently refused. Nevertheless, many thanks, Pre
toria! 

Two new members --were welcomed to the philatelic 
fold; ::\lr. Pellat and ::\Ir. Gouws, this bringing our 
membership total to over ,10. 

::\h\ Earnshaw, our vice-presidPnt, ·was unfortu
nately indisposed and consequently unable to exhibit. 
But ::\Ir. l\Ieenwis came to the rescue with a fine 
collection of Vfar Censored and l<'irst Day <..:overs. 
This proved very interesting to us all. 

F.A.\V.P. 

* 
PHILATELY AND POULTRY 

My favourite pastimes. are Philately and 
Poultry, and Shakespeare's saying "Age can
not wither nor custom stale her infinite 
variety" applies to both of them. 

An English poultry journal recently drew 
attention to Philately, so why should not a 
South African philatelic paper :refe1' -'ico 
Poultry depicted on stamps? Here goes: 

(1) The United States recently commemo
rated the Centenial of the American Poultrv 
Industry, 1848 to 1948, by the issue of a 3 
cent. postage stamp which portrayed a male 
bird of the Light Brahma breed-the a:ncss
tors of the popular Light Sussex breed of 
these times. 

(2) The American stamp, however, is not 
the first one to depict portraiture of poultry 
on a postage stamp, for in 1938 Bulgaria 
issued a "Trade Propaganda" set which in
cluded portraiture of "two hens and eggs9

' on 
each of the 50s. and the 1 leva stamps in 
black and green respectively. 

( 3) Some time ago I set a broody hen on 
a sitting of 14 eggs. On the 10th day of 
incubatioin the hen, probably by treading un
fortunately, damaged one of the partially in
cubated eggs, which left a circular crack and 
corresponding indentation in the shell thereof. 
I did not want to discard the_ damaged egg. 
It was late in the evening, and as all shous 
were closed I was unable to buy any adhesive. 
I had none in the house. But the American 
Poultry Stamp inspired me to take a Union 
current ~ stamp to which· was attached a por
tion of the margin. The stamp and its margin 
was tongue-moistened and affixed to the egg 
over the said indentation and the egg replaced 
in the nest. It speaks well for the gum of 
the Union watermarked paper (made by 
Samuel_ Jon

1
es & qo. Limited of London) for 

the Umon 2d. Sprrngbok Head stamp and its 
margin adhered to the shell for a further 
11. days whE;n the chick was hatched-which 
chick has srnce grown into a lovely Brown 
Leghorn pullet. 

A. HILTON SYDOW. 

----Th~~~_1~~~Lic···1 
( estab. 1875) I 

is your illustrated guide to world 
collecting ! 

Annual sub.: 10/-. I 
Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, Strand, London~ W.C. 2, I 

England. J 
I 

Representative in South Africa: 
R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, 

Johannesburg. 

······-···----·-··-···--·-----
UNION ROY AL VISIT ST AMPS 
OFFICIALLY USED IN S.W.A. 

Mr. C. A. L~rsen, Pre::;ident of the O.F.S. 
and ~asutolana Philatelic Society, sends the 
fo!~owrng note, dated 28th February, llJ50: 

. I was. sh~wn rather an interesting item 
this mornmg i_n the f:orm of a registered cover 
se~t by the Duector ?f Posts and Telegraphs, 
Wmd~oek, to a member of our local Society. 
On this cover :v~re a pair ')f 3d. and a pair 
of 2d. Royal yisit stamps overprinted S.W.A. 
bu,~ the l_d. :pa1r had no .overprint. 

In this mstance, particularly as the en
velope came from the Director of Posts and 
Te!e~raphs, yVindhoek, and contained the usual 
official multigraphed letter, it is -obvious that 
a~ong the many thousands of sheets of over
pri_nted stamps supplied by the Government 
Pri:nter at Preto:r:ia at least one sheet of ld. 
Umon. stamps slipped through without the 
overprint." 

One might rnise the query "Should this be 
regarded as an example of Union stamps used 
abroad.?" Or, seeing that the stamps had been 
purchased by the S.W.A. postal authorities 
and used by them "Should they not rather be 
regarded de:finitely S.W.A. stamps and listed 
as errors, with:mt the overprint?" 

Ha:7e any other readers received or seen 
such items? 

r~~!~~~ :i:~~~~~~9~ -1 

I 
complete with I 00 leaves - 31 /6 each 

Leaves can be supplied separately 
at - 13/6 per 100 

I HORTORS LIMITED 

I 
P.O. Box 1020 - - JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. Box 111 PRETORIA 

! 
P.O. Box 621 BLOEMFONTEIN 
P.O. Box 393 CAPE TOWN 
P.O. Box 586 PORT ELIZABETH 
P.O. Box 450 EAST LONDON 
P.O. Box 411 DURBAN 
P.O. Box 433 SALISBURY 
P.O. Box 767 BULAWAYO 
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r····················--·--···-• 
i JOIN THE 

• 
J FRENCH PHILATELIC 

SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
A non-profit organisation. 

"Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

Members are entitled to receive the Society 
Bulletins, which contain studies :ci.nd information 

from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 

A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
Agency, sur,plies new issues of France and 

Colonies at face value. 

Membership: 
Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 

Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in 
South African currency to the "South African 

Philatelist," Johannesburg, 

For additional information and application form 
write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
Universite de Montreal 

Montreal - Canada 

r······----·····-------: 

I WANTED I 
I TO BUY I 

I 
I 
' 
I 

Specialised Collections 
and 

Rare Single Stamps 
of any country for the 

period 
1840 - 1900 

ONLY. 

I DOUGL~P~- ROTH, 
• "Fairways" 
! Mona Crescent. 
! NEWLANDS, CAPE PROVINCE 
L ••. ···----------

--- CALLI NG THE U.D.F. ! ---

WAN'lED TO BUY 

Collections, sheets and odds of 

ITALIAN SOMALILAND 

ERITREA 

ITALIAN EAST AFRICA 

MEF, EAF, etc. Mint or on covers 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S. ARN OLD 2283. 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

t--.... ~ .... ·----···----~-.... ~ 

I
• Join Our 
i Ne~ Issue Service 

12½% over face - postage extra 

OUR PRICE LISTS 
contain 8 pages of interesting 

offers. Sample copy free. 

WANT LISTS 
carefully executed Our extensive 
stock guarantees full satisfaction. 

THE GLOBE STAMP CO. 
LICENSED VALUERS, 

433, STRAND, 
LONDON, W.C.2. 
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* THE 
BOND 
STAMP 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 
~ 

STREET 
AUCTIONS 

April, 1950. 

If 
All serious collectors can take an active part in the H. R. Harmer 
Auctions in Bond Street, London. Special light-weight editions of 
all London Auction catalogues are avaitable, and the excellent air 
service between Gre!?t Britain and South Africa ensures that clients 
receive full particular;, of forthcoming sales in ample time to send 
in their bids. For full particulars of subscription rates (by Second
class Airmail) see below. 
IF YOU .A RE THINKING OF SELLING, no matter whether a single 
rarity ot· a twenty-volume collection, we have over 3,000 leading 
collectors all over the world who are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Auctions. Send for free leaflet giving full particulars of 
Commission terms, insurance arrangements, etc, 

,---.--- FORTHCOMING SALES 

April 24, 25: Great Br_itai:n. A magnificent 
Specialised Collection m 14 volumes, the 
property of a gentleman. Souvenir Catalogue 
with full-plate illustrations in Black and 

White and colour, 2/- each. 

llay 1, 2: Fine British Commonwealth Sale. 

May 8, 9: No Sale (International Stamp Ex.). 

Overseas clients and friends will find a cordial 
welcome at our Exhibition Stand No. 38, and 

at our Offices in Bond Street. 

* Air Mail Editions 
of Auction Catalogues 

Subscription Rates 
(/) For the General Collector 
All London Catalogues, or British 
Commonwealth (per S.'G. Part I), 
or Great Britain, Cyprus, Malta, 

Eire and Gibraltar. 
£3 for 12 months. 

(2) For the Specialist 
Choice of any three Specialised 
Groups of Countries (ask for List 

of Countries), 
£2 for 12 months. 

Note: Above rates include all Lists 
of Prices Realised. For New York 
and Sydney auction catalogues 

write to addresses below. 

fi. /<., J-/-akuWt 
AND AT 

NEW YORK 
( address below) 

J~ Sltimp lluc1icneeJzJ 
34-42 NEW BOND STREET 
LONDON, W.I. ENGLAND 

Cables: ;"Phistamsel, London" 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 

( address below) 

32 East 57th St., New York 2B Castlereagh St., Sydney, 

Published by t~ Philatelic J!iede1dlon of Southern Afrtca. Sole Wholesale Distributors : Central News Agency, Ltdj, Joban~g. PJ'.Ul~d by Magazine Pi-ess (Proprietary), Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 
, · Johannesbure-_ 
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~HE SOUTH AFRICAN 
PHI LA TELIS T 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Price 9d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 9d. 

Vol. 26, No. 5. MAY 1950. Whole No. 302 

GRIQUALAND 
The mint collection including the 1874 manuscript surc-harge , all 
different types of overprints except S.'G. type 13, many unpriced. 
Cat. value over £218. 91 stamps. 

Mint pairs including the 1874 manuscript surcharge; overprinted 
G.W. ld. red; all other pairs except one show different overprints 
setenant including two pairs 1/-. 11 pairs. 

£100 

£55 
The. used collection, including all types of overprints except S.'G. type 14, and including I / 
overprinted S.G. type 8 in red, 5/- (34) ; one cover and many pairs·, stripr:, and blocks. 
181 stamps. 

1877, overprinted G.W. Id., the LARGEST KNOWN MINT BLOCK (6 x 5), extremely rare. 

First printing, ·}d., the unique MINT PANE of sixty, ·showing the whole setting. 

4d. with outer frame line, MINT BLOCK of twenty-two, comprising types I (8), 2 (2), 
3 (10) and 4 (2). 

Ditto, a mint block of four, each stamp with different overprint (types 2, 3, 4, 5). 

6d. MINT BLOCK of twelve, comprising types 2, 3, 4, 5, one stamp has broken "G." 

1/- mint block of four, types 2 (2), 4 and 5. 

1878, first printing in black, ld. COMPLETE MINT PANE showing the whole setting, types 
15 (7), 16 (52) and 17, unique. 

Ditto, MINT BLOCK (6 x 9) from left pane,. all overprinted type 15. 

Ditto, two mint blocks rejoined (4. x 5) overprinted type 16. 

Ditto, mint block, overprinted ty}le 15 in red and black, both overprints inverted. 

ROBSON LOWE, LTD. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP DEALERS, AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.I 

£85 
£75 
£35 

£140 
£50 
£50 
£20 

£30 
£18 

£5 
£10 

Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 

Also at BOURNEMOUTH 

Cables : "Stamps, London" 

PHILADELPHIA MELBOURNE BOMBAY 
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BARGAIN SI 
YOU BE THE JUDGE 

The following offers are extracts from 

INVESTMENT SECTIONS 
which appear regularly in my Monthly Price-Lists. 

MINT AND UNMOUNTED 

ASCEXSIOK, 1940, ld. black and yellow, Catalogue 12/6 .. 

BRITISH GPIANA, 1938, 24c., wmk. upright ......... . 

BURMA, 1945, B.l\I.A. ·Complete, face £1/9/- . . . . . . . . . . . . 

HONG KOXG, 1938, 30c., olive green, Catalogue £3/10/- . . . . 

:MUSCAT, 1944, Ord. and Service Complete, Catalogue £2/18/9 

NIGERIA, 1938, 5/- rare perf., Catalogue £2/10/- . . . . . . . . 

SOUTH AFRICA, 1941-42, Large War in pairs, ld, and 4d. are good shades 
Catalogue £1/19/6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

VICTORY: Collectors will be interested to learn that there was a very 
limited printing of the ld. with "aniline" type backs, the centre 
having flooded through red. I can offer-

South Africa, pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
South West Africa, pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Basutoland, pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Swaziland, pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

£0 5 0 

1 15 0 

1 5 0 

115 0 

1 2 6 

1 5 0 

0 15 0 

0 5 0 
0 • 5 0 

0 5 0 
O 5 0 

Ail stamps offered in this section are carefully selected items with every prospect of. 
future appreciation and are priced well below current levels. An up-to-the-minute -
COM:\iEXTARY is another feature of the price lists*, which are steadily increasing 

in popularity. 

* Available on request. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
Box No. 1607 Hours 10 a.m.-2.30 p.m. Phones: Office 33-8494, Residence 43-1519 

mlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllnlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllm= 
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Summary of the 2d. Union Pictorial 
Printings 

The following summary of the 2d. pictorial 
printings issued for sale in the Union during 
the period commencing March, 1927, up to 
the beginning of April this year (1950) has 
been prepared by Mr. A. H. Sydow, of Cape 
Town. 

In studying the list it will be observed that 
he has given three plates in connection with 
the Bradbury Wilki,nson prints and full details 
of the discovery of this third set of plates will 
be found in a paper Mr. Sydow has prepared 
for early publication entitled "The Plates of 
the Union 2d. Pictorial Stamps Rotary Re
cessed pri•nted by Bradbury, Wilkinson and 
Co." 

Mr. Sydow records that the new 2d. postage 
stamp with plum coloured frame and the 
cylinder numbers "37" (Exterior) and "2" 
(Interior) printed on the right ha,nd bottom 
corner of each sheet was placed on sde at the 
Mill Street Post Office, Cape Town, on the 
3rd April, 1950, and both cylinders-frames 
and vignettes-were screened with a cross
lined screen. This is the stamp mentioned 
in our last issue and the appearance of a 
similar coloured stamp bearing the same de
sign but printed in a smaller size is recorded 
in another paragraph of the present "Notes." 

(A)-Anhyphenat~ Series-Lined Vignettes 
and Lined Frames 

(1) Recessed-pri,nted by Bradbury, Wilkin
son and Co., Ltd. (issued March, 1927): 
Frames from curved line-engraved steel plates 
No. 1, 240-set (4 x 60 : 10 x 6) and Nos. 2 
and 3, 120-set (2 x 60 : 10 x 6); Vignettes 
from curved line-engraved steel plates Nos. 1, 

240-set ( 4 x 60 : 10 x 6) and Nos. 2 and 3, 
120-set (2 x 60 : 10 x 6). 

Note: Stamps printed from Plates Nos. 1 
and 1 measured 28mm. x 22mm. Stamps 
printed from Plates Nos. 2 and 2 and Nos. 3 
and 3 measured 27.5mm. a,nd 22.25mm. 

(2) Rotograve - printed by the Unio,n 
Government Printer (issued 1931). Frames 
from unscreened copper-faced cylinders and 
Vignettes from unscreened copper-faced cylin
ders: 

1. Frame Plate la, fom· small arrows per 
sheet, and Vignette Plate 1-cylinders 
unnumbered. 

2. Frame Plate lb, four large arrows per 
sheet, and Vignette Plate 1-cylinders 
unnumbered. 

3. Frame Plate 2a, four small arrows per 
sheet, and Vignette Plate 2-cylinders 
unnumbered. 

4. Frame Plate 2b, four large arrows per 
sheet, a►nd Vignette Plate 2-cylinders 
unnumbered. 

Frame Plates No. 1 and No. 2 are desig
nated afore as Nos. la and lb and 2a and 2b 
respectively for the reason that the large "b" 
categorised arrows ·were etched over the small 
"a" categorisfd arrows. 

5. Frame Plate 3, four large arrows per 
sheet, and Vignette Plate 3-Frame 
Cylinder No. 42 and Vignette Cylinder 
No. 34. ~ylinder numbers not impri•nted 
on margins. 

(Issue sheets from the aforementioned 
cylinders were 120-set, 20 x 6.) 

6. Frame Plate Bl and Vignette Plate Bl 
for 2/6 booklets. The Vignette Cvlinder 
and the Frame Cylinder each held 120 
images, 20 x 6. Vertical rows Nos. 1 2 
3 and 4 in normal upright nositions ;nJ 
vertical ro-\VS 5 and 6 tete-beche to 
the first four. Vertical rows 1 2 5 and 
6 were utilised for the booklet;, but ver-
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tical rows 3 and 4 were sold over the 
counter in sheets of 20, 10 x 2. 

7. Frame Plate Rl aflld Vignette Plate Rl 
for coils or rolls. The Vignette Cylinder 
and the Frame Cylinder each held 132 
images, 22 x 6. 

(B)-Hyphenate Series-Lined Vignettes 
and Lined Frames 

(3) Rotogravure-printed by the Union 
Government Printer. (a) Frames from un
screened copper-faced cylinder No. 43; (b) 
Vignettes from unscreened copper-faced 
cylinder No. 29. Four standard arrows per 
sheet in colour of frame. Cylinder numbers 
not imprinted Ofll margins. 

(a) Frames in violet and Vignettes in grey
blue (1939). 

(b) Frames in reddish-purple and Vignette 
in grey (1941). 

(C)-Hyphenate Series-Toned Vignettes 
and Lined Frames 

( 4) Rotogravure-print~d by th'.e Unioo 
Printer (issued 1945). (a) Frames from un
screened copper-faced cylinder No. 10; (b) 
Vignettes from screened copper-faced cylinder 
No. 6913. Four arrows per sheet in colour 
of the frame. Cylinder numbers not im
printed on margin. Stamps printed from these 
cyli111ders were initially issued during March, 
1945. I have designated these as the "Un
screened and Undotted Frame Issue"-Die 
"A." Vide the sketch hereunder. The top of 
the numeral "2" in white is not completely 
outlined in the value tablet. There are no top 
and lateral frame "dots," as in the case of the 
Die "B" category ut infra. 

(5) (a) Rotogravure-printed by the Unio111 
Government Printer. (a) Frames from un
screened copper-faced cylinder No. 64; (b) 
Vignettes from screened copper-faced cylinder 
No. 6913. Four arrows per sheet in colour of 
the frame. Cylinder numbers not imprinted 
on margi111. These stamps were issued early in 
1946. I have designated these as the "Un
screened and Dotted Frame Issue-Die "B." 
Vide the sketch hereunder. The top of the 
numeral "2" in white is completely outlined 
in the value tablet. Each Afrikaans inscribed 
stamp has two lateral dots and each English 
inscribed stamp has two lateral and oflle upper 
dot. 1111 the sketch hereunder the size of these 
minute dots has been exaggerated. 

(b) Rotogravure-printed by the Union 
Government Printer. (a) Frames from un
screened copper-faced cylinder No. 21; (b) 
Vignettes from screened copper-faced cylinder 
No. 8. Four arrows per sheet in the colour 
of the frame. Cylinder numbers 111ot imprinted 
on margin. Also "Unscreened and Dotted 
Frame Issue"-Die "B." 

(6) Rotogravure-printed by the Union 
Government Printer (issued April, 1950). 
(a) Frames from screened copper-faced cylin
der No. 37; (b) Vignettes from screened cop
per-faced cyliPflder No. 2. Four arrows per 
sheet in colour of frame. I have designated 

these stamps as the "Screened and Dotted 
Frame Issue"-Die "B." Cylinder numbers 37 
and 2 printed on the margin. 

E A Row I A E 

A E Row 2 E A 

Nos. 1, 2 and 3. Nos. 4, S and 6. 

Printing Variety on the Current 5/- Iss'ue 
The three-line blemish which runs diagona

ally across the sky portio111 of the design, 
behind the covered wagon, on the last stamp 
(Row 20/No. 6) of the current 5s. sheets-an 
item Mr. R. Axer drew attention to in the 
October, 1949, number of the magazine-has 
proved to be a constant variety and in men
tioning this poi111t Mr. C. E. Sherwood, of 
Manchester, England, aptly terms it the 
"Driving Rain" flaw. 

Rand Show Post Office Cancelling Stamps 
The usual post office facilities were avail

able to the public at this year's Rand Show 
-31st March to the 10th April inclusive
and we reproduce below specimens of the 

~ ,(NTOON 
~g~~IND SH 

a ( -8 IV A 5 
\. \. 

\ vql'f~NNis--

special cancelling stamps used for franking 
letters and mail matter posted in the show 
grounds. ( Reduced in size from originals.) 
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Using Up Surplus Stocks of U.P.U. Stamps 
Mr. T. F. Allpass, of Germiston, notes that 

there has been a redistribution of U.P.U. 
stamps to some post offices for use on inter
nal accounting matter such as telegrams and 
parcels. The stamps are 111ot for sale to the 
public in the usual manner and he understand~ 
this step has been taken in order to use up 
stocks left on hand and thereby avoid waste. 

Johannesburg Machine Canceller-UnusuaJ 
Setting for April 

Some of the letters posted in Johannes
burg during April show the machine cancel
ler date with the roman figure setting of 
"'IIII" instead of "IV," which is the form 
generally used for denoting the fourth month 
in the year. 

In drawing attentio111 to this feature, Mr. 
U. M. Milunsky, Johannesburg, believes that 
this is a new departure in the method of ab
breviating the date, for he has not seen it in 
use during past years in J·ohannesburg or 
other towns of the U111ion. He asks if some 
other collector can elucidate on this point. 

Iss'ue of 2d. Pictorial Postage Stamp in 
Smaller Size 

Official information to hand about the middle 
of April mentioned that in order to economise 
in the use of stamp printing paper when the 
increase to the 2d. i111land letter post comes 
into force on the 15th May, it was proposed to 
issue a new 2d. pictorial stamp reduced in 
size to about the same dimensions as the 
current Hd. "Small Mine" value. The latter, 
of course, under the new rates, will automatic
ally give way to the 2d. denomination for 
general purposes. 

Mr. J. Robertson, of the Robertson Stamp 
Co., has si1nce shown us some of these stamps 
and except for their reduction in size from 
27 x 2Hmm. to 2H x 17¼mm. they are an 
exact replica of their•immediate predecessors, 
which appeared towards the end of March 
this year and are classed as No. 6-Die B in 
Mr. A. H. Sydow's accompanying summary 
of the 2d. pictorial printings. The designs, 
colours and screening of the frames (plum) 
and vignettes ( deep slate-blue) are u111changed 
but the number of stamps to the sheet has 
been increased from 120 to 240 and the lay
out altered from a vertical setting to a longi
tudinal one of 12 rows by 20 stamps per row, 
similar to that of the Hd. "Small Mine" 
sheets. The change required the preparation 
of new glass diapositives for the frames and 
vignettes and judgi111g by the unaltered appear
ance of the smaller stamp these were evi
dently made from the same master negative 
as that employed for the larger frame. 

The cylinder numbers printed on the sheets 
of this new stamp are "6927" for the vig
nettes and "50" for the frames. They will 
probably be on sale at a number of post of
fices in the Union before the e1nd of April. 

New Issues of Union Postage Stamps 
Discussing the new stamps likely to be 

issued in the near future, but of which there 
is no official confirmation, Mr. J. Robertson 
understands that the design on the proposed 
4M. value will show Va111 Riebeeck's ship and 
the stamp will be a bilingual one. There is a 
possibility that this denomination will make 
its appearance in May and will probably be 
followed about a month later by first a 1/3 
stamp and then a 9d. value. 

He also mentioned that there has been a new 
issue of 1/- "Officials" and the overprints have 
beoo made on those particular sheets bearing 
the brown marginal arrows, i.e., printing No. 
5 in Mr. A. H. Sydow's summary of this de
nomination published on page 37 of our March, 
1950, number. 

Two Different Headplate Designs on the 
½d. Rotogravure Stamps 

A letter received from Mr. G. N. Gilbert, 
of Westminster, O.F.S., in March drew atten
tion to a►n interesting point concerning a 
change in the headplate design of the M. roto
gravure stamps, which came to light as a re
sult of some observations made in a letter 
from an English correspondent, Mr. L. A. B. 
Sharpe, and may not be generally known or 
have been previously recorded. 

He notes that i•n the first printings up to and 
including the first SUID-AFRIKA hyphen 
issue of the ½d. value, the horizontal back
ground lines in the vignettes were compara
tively thin, clearly defined and numbered about 
42 to the oval. But when the frame design 
was redrawn in 1937 to show all the lines 
horizontal (S.G. 64c-now S.G. 55) a change 
was also made in the background lines of the 
headplate design and they became coawer and 
rougher and because of their greater thick
ness, numbered only 28 to the oval. 

Incidentally, we 111ote that Mr. S. C. Chant
ler mentions this vignette change in his eluci
dating and interesting article on the South 
African ½d. pictorials published in the April, 
1950, issue of "Gibbons Stamps Monthly." 

"E" Control ld. Rotogravure Stamps-
Correction of Misprint and First 
List of Sheet Numbers 

Mr. G. N. Gilbert has pointed out a slight 
error which crept into the text dealing with 
his notes on the subject of the "E" Control 
printings published in our April issue. It is 
stated at the beginning of the second para
graph on page 50: 

" .... those copies with no "Broken Mast" 
have all shown the sheet serial 111umber to 
be in the 9000 group of figures, whereas 
those examples without the variety have 
been in the 7000 group or lower. 

This, of course, should read: 
" .... whereas those examples with the 

variety have been in the 7000 group or 
lower." 
Several readers--including one from Eng

land-have written to Mr. Gilbert in response 
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to his recent enquiry for the sheet numbers 
on specimens of the "~" Control stamps ~nd 
from the particulars given he has compiled 
the following list. So far, it is significant 
that all the blocks ,·vith no retouch are in the 
9000 group, but this is only the first list, and 
he again begs anyone with specimens of the 
"E" printings to let him have particulars of 
the sheet number, especially if it happens to 
be a duplicate of any in the present lot: 

"E" Controls ·with Broken Mast.-0327, 
0328, 0939, 0940, 0942, 1910, 1584, 2148, 3717, 
6336, 707 4, 7912. 

"E" Controls without Broken Mast.-9462, 
9464, 9465, 9466, 9908, 9925. W.N.S. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasalan?, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. . 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benom. 

Sierra Leone. Full Gibbons Cata~ogue 
prices offered for superb used copies of 
S.G. Numbers 49, 51 to 53, 78 to 80, 
86A, 94 to 96, 123, 124, 126, 127, 146 
to 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182, 
Johannesburg. 

Union Booklets, covers and panes with 
borders, mint. Urgently required. 

Dr. C. Murray, Kuilsriver. 

Urgently, wanted, collections :of Union 
and Germany. 

L. White, Box 9825, Johannesburg. 

Exchange. Send me 100 to 500 mixed 
used stamps of you:c country. I will 
send you equal quantity of U.S.A. 
and Canada, including pictorials and 
new issues. 

R. B. Buse, Jr., 1175 Beverly Hills Dr., 
Cincinnati 26, Ohio, U.S.A. 

Exchange wanted. Cyprus all issues, 
Egypt and Iraq JllOdern mint and used 
against N. Zealand Healths 1929-1940 
mint only and Br. Colon. mint. Ple~se 
send a trial lot. The same countries 
also bought, sold. 

M. Hatjidimitriou, P.O. Box 88, Fama
gusta, Cyprus. 

AIR MAIL NOTES 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA TO TANGANYIKA 

VIA NY ASALAND 
On 1st April, 1950, Central Africa•n Air

ways inaugurated a new di!e.ct airm_ail ser
vice, called the "Coastal" Vikmg, which pr?
vides for the first time a fast same-day air 
link between Johannesburg and Dar-es
Salaam. 

The operating company issued a limited 
number of souvenir covers for the first flight, 
inscribed in light and dark blue "First Direct 
Air Mail. J oha•nnesburg - Salisbury - Blan
tyre - Dar-es-Salaam - April 1950. Central 
African Airways in conjunction with South 
African Airways and East African Airways." 
These special covers contained greeting mes
sages. 

Some mail despatched from Johannesburg, 
bearing the date stamp of 1st April were 
back-stamped on arrival at Dar-es-Salaam the 
same day. 

RE-INTRODUCTION OF THE EMPIRE 
AIR MAIL SCHEME IN AFRICA 

The Empire Air Mail Scheme, providing 
for all first-class mail to be carried by air 
without surcharge, which was inaugurated in 
the Union of South Africa in 1937 and which 
was suspended shortly after the outbreak of 
war, was re-introduced on 1st April, 1950, to 
all territories ,vhich are signatories of the 
African Postal Union. From that date the air 
postage rate was reduced from 9d. per half
ounce to 2d. per ounce. 

The most interesting items to mark this 
important development are letter-cards, or 
covers, carried by the first J oha•nnesburg
Dar-es-Salaam flight by Central African Air
ways, which are postmarked and back
stamped 1st April, 1950. 

I. H. C. GODFREY. 

* SOUTH AFRICA • 
NEW STAMP DESIGNS 

The P.M.G. has announced the list of 
awards given in the competition for a perma
nent new issue of stamps for the Union. 
Reading between the. line3 of his announce
ment it is fairly easy to see that the results 
of the competiti!on were disapp,ointing. 

The judging committee did not consider 
that amongst all the many designs submitted 
there were a sufficiency suitable for the com
plete series of proposed new stamps and they 
did not award all the prize money which had 
been allotted for the competition. 

* UNION ld. STAMPS 
Mr. R. J. Sutton recently dealt with Union 

~d. stamps in the "Philatelic Magazine"; in 
the 3rd March issue of that paper he has simi
larly tackled the ld. An interesting illus
trated article, well worth study even i'f you 
do possess a Standard Catalogue. 
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ROLL OF HONOUR 
DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS 

WILLIAM LACEY ASHMEAD 

Mr. W. L. Ashmead was born in Cape Town 
on the 20th August, 1869. He first became 
interested in Philately through a contact he 
made with Mr. Gilbert Allis, now deceased, 
who was at the time the secretary of the Cape 
Divisional Council. Mr. Allis was not only a 
keen collector and specialist in "Capes," but 
also ready to secure adherents to the hobbv. 
This contact must have occurred about 50 
years ago, if not ea,rlier. 

After starting with a general collection of 
what may be described as the "Scho·ol Boy'' 
type, Mr. Ashmead passed on to specialising, 
and in order to avoid countries which would 

prove costly in the compilation of a really 
resp,ectable collection, he chose the most un
usual territories, and ultimately completed 
very sound specialised collections of Iceland, 
Jamaica, Bermudas, Bahamas, Barbadoes, 
Virgin Islands, and "\Vestern Australia. 

The Jamaica collection won two prizes at 
the International Philatelie Exhibition held 
in Durban, :one for the class in which it was 
entered and one for the best exhibit of the 
stamps of Jamaica, which latter prize was 
presented by the .Jamaica Philatelic SoP.iety. 
In addition, the \Y estern Australian collection 
won the prize as being the best of its class on 
exhibition. 

With advancing years and after his retire
ment from active office life in 1!)27, Mr. Ash-

mead decided to branch out on something quite 
new, in that he would •'specialise generally'' 
to use a paradoxical phrase. Instead of se
lecting any one country, he selected subjects, 
and compiled three collections, one dealing 
with animals, one with birds, and one with 
ships and other vessels. The main object was 
to .occupy his leisure hours which were :much 
extended when he gave up active work, whilst 
at the same time showing to the younger 
philatelists that specialisation of a sort could 
be effective and amusing without necessarily 
being costly. It was always a source of regret 
to him that when young men specialised, they 
found that as their c·ollections improved, the 
rarities needed to complete the work ran into 
money which was often beyond the purse of 
the collector. 

The collections of Iceland, Jamaica, Baha
mas, Bermudas, Barbacloes and the Virgin 
Islands have been sold, but the Western 
Australian collection---which was always his 
best love, is still retained, constituting· as he 
puts it, the "major asset of his estate." That 
collection contains the rare Dollar error. 

Mr. Ashmead was one of the earliest mem
bers of the Cape Town Philatelic Society, and 
he was twice President thereof. For many 
years he also acted as Hon. Secretary and 
until quite recently, when the disabilities of 
advancing years precluded it, he was a reg
ular attendant at the fortnightly meetings 
and acted on all occasions as Auctioneer for 
the Society. 

For the past twenty-five years he has had 
the distinction of being a Feltow of the Royal 
Philatelic Society of London. 

He was elected to the Roll of South Afri
can Distinguished Philatelists at the East 
London Congress in January, 1948, the year 
in which six members were elected as there 
had been no appointments during the war 
years. 

LARGEST U.P.U. ISSUES 
Most cowntries have been modest in their 

issues of U.P.U. commemoratives, both as re
gards numbers and values. Up till recently 
Panama had the record for numbers, with 
eight released last September. In February, 
however, Venezuela topped this with a set 
of nine, but was well beaten by Spanish 
Morocco with a set of thirteen, ranging in 
value from 5cts. to 10 Pts. 

)I. 

ADELIE LAND 
"Stamp Collecting" reports having received 

a cover from the Frefilch Antarctic Expedition 
to Adelie Land, ,vhere personnel have been 
landed and exnect to remain for a year. The 
stamp is a 100f. of Madagascar overprinted 
"Terre Adelie Dumont D'Urville 1840" in red, 
postmarked "Terre Adelie" on 20th January, 
1950, registered and bearing several cachets 
in addition. 
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LONDON INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 
6-13 MAY 

This exhibition has been organised jointly 
by the Royal Philatelic Society and the B.P.A., 
under the chairmanship of Sir John Wilson, 
Bart.,. President R.P.S. and Keeper of the 
Royal collection. 

Limitations of space have prevented accept
ance of many proffered loans from the archives 
of postal administrations, and in the com
petitive sections it has been found necessary 
to limit the allottment of frames s10 that there 
would be as little as possible overlapping of 
exhibits. This. must inevitably have hit some 
exhibitors hardly, but it should have made it 
an almost ideal show from the p,ublic's point 
of view-no ,-valking for miles to see the same 
thing over and over ag1ain. 

The exhibition is reckoned to have over a 
half a million stamps. on some 17,000 odd 
pages in 900 odd frames, with an estimated 
value of over £2,½ million. 'The exhibitors 
nmnber 347, of whom 180 are from the U.K., 
20 from the British Empire, 76, from Europe 
and 66 from the rest of the world. South 
Africa figures pretty well in having five of 
the 20 from the Empire and it comes eighth 
in the list 1of twenty-seven countries with ex
hibitors (with, in addition, one more taking 
part in the hor.,;; concours exhibit arranged by 
the Postal History Society). 

Some of the principal exhibits-non-competi
tive-are: 

(a) From the Royal collections-those of 
King George V and of King George VI; some 
of the star items are ones issued or in use 100 
years ago, such as: The Perot provisional of 
Bermuda, Unique proof of the 2d. Plate I 
Sydney View, Unique cover with Victoria ld. 
and 3a. day of issue 10.1.1859, Mauritius Post 
Paid 1848 mint block of 5 with PENOE error, 
Mauritius Post Office ld. and 2d., Trinidad 
Lady McLeod used on cover, Great Britain 
10d. embossed block of 6, and ld. red Archer 
perforation on cover (the first perforated 
stamp), St. Vincent Silver Wedding £1 purp,le, 
one of the two surviving blocks of four. 

(b) The British Post Office exhibit on this 
occasion is not exhibiting British stamps only, 
although they are showing such fine items as 
the unique sheet of Plate I of the ld. black 
with check letters and a nearly complete sheet 
of the 6d. K.E. VII LR. Official. Britain's 
Tarest standard stamp. They are showing 
many varieties from their co1Iection of Brit
ish Common-wealth and Foreign stamps sent 
them by the U.P.U., and also by various coun
tries with whom there were private postal 
treaties prior to 1875. No postal official col
lection is believed to be as complete as the 
British one, and the stamps are in amazingly 
brilliant condition as they have never been 
exhibited and have hardly seen the light of 
day. 

( c) The Royal Philatelic Society is display
ing its collections of Natal, Nevis and Nyasa
land, all of which are believed to be the finest 

in existence. The Nevis collection was given 
by the late Mr. David Bernhard; in it are 
two specimens of the ls. yellow-green of 1866 
on laid paper, less than 20 specimens being 
known. 

The Nyasaland colledion contains numer
ous sheets and l~,rge hlock:s of the 1891-93 
issues presented by the B.S.A. Company. A 
bomb falling on London in 1~)41 was respons
ible for the finding of these rarities. 

The collection of Natal stamps is the 
RP.S's most recent acquisition, having heen 
presented by iVIr. E. V. Mann as a memento 
of his having been President. It includes a 
special study of the "Postage" overprints and 
the 9d. and ls. values of the first issue are 
probably the finest copies which have survived. 

(d) The Postal History Society's exhibit is 
one of early letters from many countries, in
cluding all the Provinces now forming part 
of the Union :of South Africa. The earliest 
is one from Calais when that was still an 
English possession in the days of Henry V. 
There are also three letters bearing the first 
handstruck p1:,nny stamp,s of London used 
during 1681-82. 

* 
AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION 

Preparations for this Exhibition, to be held 
in the Town Hall, Melbourne, October 4-14. 
1950, are well ahead. Their poster stamp 1s 
in the form of a crown enclosing two minia
tures of Australia;s first two stamps (the 
''Sydney View" :and the Victorian "Half 
Length") in their original colours. 

1"" .......... c~;·;·~·;~;·;~i~·;~~ ............... ! 
:11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Sir, 
With reference to your comment on Old 

Cape Cancellations in the March number. The 
eighteen items to which you refer are those 
having bisects but in addition to these I have 
enough fakes made from these three triangles 
to fill an album. 

I consider it incorrect to term my opinion 
in this matter a biased one as,. previous to my 
investigation, I had no dealings whatsoever 
with any person connected with the sale or 
purchase of the fakes in question. My investi
gations were undertaken for the general bene
fit of the hobby and to the furtherance :of the 
protective work done by the members of the 
British Philatelic Association of which I am 
the official representative in South Africa. 

I shall be very pleased to make the material 
available to any competent philatelist you may 
care t:o put forward as a judge, and I shall 
be pleased if you will give full publicity to 
the result of his labours. 

Yours, etc., 
DOUGLAS RO'l'H. 
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1

1 QUICK WORK 1 

We never imagined that South African col
lectors would be so quick on the uptake, and 
to subscribe so readily to our announcement 
that we were now able to send by air-mail 
for one year our "Price List of KG VI Stamps 
and New Issue Notes" for 6/-, which is just 
half what we had to charge before we could 
get a reduced air-mail rate; anyhow there is, 
and perhaps the explanation is, as one South 
African collector has put it: "After all many 
know that we gladly paid 12/- in the past, so 
surely it must be good value now, and it is." 
Anyhow an air letter will produce a specimen 
copy, and as you are pretty sure to subscribe 
for a year (that is if you are a KG VI col
lector, and ,vho isn't) maybe you'll prefer to 
save time and send the subscriptions at once. 
Then for a whole year you'll get a chance 
to not only buy from the most extensive stock, 
at lowest prices, but you'll be kept informed 
of all that is going on in this fascinating 

group. 

~ ..................... -+-+ ••••••••••••••••• ' 
t ♦ i JOIN THE • 

f FRENCH PHILATELIC I SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
l A non-profit organisation. 

"Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

Members are entitled to receive the Society 
Bulletins, which contain studies and information 

from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 
A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
Agency, supplies new issues of France and 

Colonies at face value. 
Membership: 

Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 
Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in + South African currency to the "South African 

t Philatelist,'' Johannesburg. 

l 
t 
i 
i 

For additional information and application form 
write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
Universite de M01I1treal 
Montreal - Canada 

......-- CALLING THE U.D.F.! --

WANTED TO BUY 

Collections, sheets and odds of 

ITALIAN SOMALILAND 

ERITREA 

ITALIAN EAST AFRICA 

MiEF, EAF, etc. Mint or on covers 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S. ARN OLD 2283. 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

1 ·~· ·;;~~~~~~-~~~~. ~;~~~ -~ 
of British Empire & Foreign : 

♦ 

G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues J 
Foreign New Issues + 

Air Mails 

Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 
~ 

l CAPE TOWN1 ST AM1P CO. ; 
: ROOMS 12 and 12a, i 
! 14a Adderley Street, i 
• CAPE TOWN. l 
1 ••••••••••••••• ♦-♦-...................... .,t 
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SHORT 'NOTICES 
Whitfield King & Co., of Ipswich, England, 

have issued their 1950 price list of stamps in 
sets and packets. The list covers the world; 
most items a 1:e unused, some used, a few both. 
Price 6d. 

A new sender of auction catalogues is 
Edg1ar Mohrmann & Go., m.b.H., Hamburg 1, 
Speers:ort 6. Well illustrated, rich in German 
material, but also plenty from the world in 
general; next sale in June. 

N. J. Mills, 54 Meads Street;, Eastbourne, 
Sussex, England, is also a new name to us 
among auctioneers. Sales appear to be 
monthly; a catalogue received has only Bri
tish Commonwealth, but some nice material in 
it. 

Filatelia Peruana. We have received a copy 
:of this new monthly, p.ublis.hed at P.O. Box 
1510, Lima, by the recently; founded PhHatelic 
Association of Peru. It is in Spanish, of 
course, and appears to be for specialised work 
on the stamps of Peru, with some general phil
atelic notes and information about the activi
ties :of the Association. 

Heinrich Kohler, a name once very well 
known as that of a philatelist and dealer in 
Berlin, has sent us an auction catalogue from 
Wiesbaden, Taunusstrasse 79; it has lots of 
good stuff in it, from all over the world. \Ve 
have an idea we saw reported the death of the 
original Berlin Kohler some time during the 
war years, but if, as in the case of Mark 
Twain, "the report was gravely exag~rated" 
we extend our best wishes for success in new 
quarters. 

• 1872-1950--OCCUP. COUNTRIES • 
l'il GERMANY l'tj 

~ 0 
p 

Buy from the Specialist Dealers ~ 
8 

() 

< 

WALTHAM STAMPS tr.:1 
~ 

ril ~ 

8 
P.T.S. 1-1 

1-1 163, Sumatra Road, W. Hampstead, l1j 

...:i London N. W. 6, England . rn 

• ROCKETS-COLONIESLLOCALS • 
ISRAEL 

We are indebted to the "'.monist Record" 
for a very decorative day of issue cover, 
26/3/50, with the two U.P.U. stamps. 

The Society of Israel Philatelists, of 108-14 
65th Road, Forest Hills, New York, has sent 
us a copy of their monthly bulletin, "The 
Israel-Palestine Philatelist/' which contains a 
number -of articles of specialist interest. 

NYASALAND 
Mr. C. D. Twynam gives lists in the March 

issue of "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" of the 
plate numbers of the current set from 1945 
onwards together with the dates when these 
were first seen in the Colony. · 

The Crown Agents have released new print
ing·s of the M., Hd., 3d., 4d., 6d. aind ls. There 
are some shade changes, the most marked 
being in the 3d., now with its blue a very 
bright tint. 

* KENYA 
The 50c. and ls. stamps now on sale are 

perforated 13 x 12~; their plate numbers are 
respectively 2/3B and 1/7 A. 

Fyndem's "SW AF 21" is the ICG. VI £1 
mint (S.G. 143). He considers that if you can 
buy it at twice catalogue you are dc,ing well. 
The used stamp, on the other hand, he says, 
is lllot worth holding. 

* SWAZILAND 
According to "Stamp Collecting," the follow

ing new printings, released in February by 
the Crown Agents, show slight colour 
changes: ~d., deep olive green from green· 
Hd., turquoise blue from a deep blue; 6d.: 
r<;>sy rn_auve from bright magenta; 2s. 6d., red
dish violet from deep bright violet. The 4d. 
and ls. shades are as before and the per
forations are unchaonged. 

)(,. 

TRANSVAAL £5 STAMPS 
In an article in the March issue of the 

"Collectors Club Philatelist," Mr. Stephen G. 
Rich deals with the Transvaal £5 greem and 
the same stamp overprinted V.R.I. Neither 
stamp is really rare but mor,t people are scared 
of the!11 because. of t~e forgeries and reprints. 
Help is here give~ i!1 determining the good 
from the bad, and it isn't really very difficult. 

* NYASALAND-N. RHODESIA FIELD 
FORCES, 1915-18 

In the March issue of "Gibbons Stamp 
Mont?lY" _Mr. W. G. Nodder deals briefly with 
t1:e histoncal background of this campaign and 
with the_ Nyasaland stamps overprimted N.F. 
He describes and figures the cancellations used 
adding some more detail to the informatio~ 
given in the "South African Philatelist," 1944, 
Vol. 20, pp. 21 and 116, including one type 
of mark not previously recorded-a small 
double-lined circle with merely "F.P.O." and 
the date. He also deals with the very little 
kfilown marks of the Northern Rhodesian Force 
in this war. 

)(,. 

A CORRECTION 
In Mr. A. Lichtenstein's advertisement in 

our April issue the fourth line should read 
"in complete mint sheets or panes," not ''in 
complete mint sets or panes." 
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t t 

I BRITISH COLONIAL I 
t t i NEW ISSUES i 

• t 
• • ! 
i 
• 

If you collect British Colonial New 
Issues and want an efficient source of 
supp,ly at 10% over face or cost, why 
not send for the details of my service. 
The steady increase in the number of 
new subscribers in the Union of South 
Africa is testimony 1>f its efficiency . 

Fortnightly List 3/- per annum 
by sea mail (8/- per annum 

by air). 

I Want Lists for Obsolete K.G. VI Stamps 
t and all pre-1938 B.C. stamps are 
t appreciated. 
t 
t 
t 
t 

• t 
t 
t 

T. K. PARSONS, 
Vlest Wickham, Kent, 

i ENGLAND. i 
t ·---------------· ~ - - ••• - •• - - ••••• - ■ ••• - • - - •• - -~ 

?·•· ---~~;~·~;·;~~~-~~~~----··1 
1R64-1877 

t 

SG 24b 4d ultramarine mint horiz. 
marginal pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190/0 

SG 25a 6d deep lilac mint horiz. strip 
of 3, split wrnk. • . • • . . . . • . • . 100/0 

SG 26 1/- deep green mint horiz. marg-
inal strip of 3 . . . • . . . . . • • • 300/0 

SG 31 5/- yellow-orange mint horiz. 
marginal strip of 3 • • . • • . 270/0 

SG 33 ld on 1./- green mint corner 
block of 12 4 x 3 . . . . . . . . . . 450/0 

SPECBIEN 
SG 25 6d pale lilac with the scarce 

P.B. CANCELLED dia,1;onally down-
wards . . . . . . . . . . . . 90/0 

SG 25 6d pale lilac 8PECIMEN in 
large letters diagonally upwards . . 60/0 

SG 23, 24, 25 ld or 4d SPECDIEN in 
smaller letters across lower portion 
of stamp, each . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40/0 
1/- value . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50/0 

SG 23, 24 as above but in smaller sans-
serif type, each . . . . . . . . . . . . 40/0 

,Ye can also offer Die Proofs, origim'll artist's 
sketches, covers lwaring scarce canceiJ.Iations 

and many other interesting items. 

! H. E. WINGFIELD 
t 
t 392 STRAND, LONDON W.C.2. 

l ENGLAND. i 
·-----······-------■----······-~ 

.------ ■ - - -----. 

I GAMBIA I 
t 

i.. f. ': • I have just acquired a me . : • specialised collection which 
i : 
l I am now breaking up l 
• t . : 
I ': t ENQUIRIES INVITED 
• t 

• • . : 
i DOUGLAS ROTH, : . : t B.P.A. . : 
! " Fairways " • 
I ': • Mona Crescent. 
• NEWLANDS, CAPE PROVINCE i 
J. ------------- ■ - - - - - - - - - - - - ■ ■ - -· 

i·~~~~~~·~·;~·~~~~;;~~·;~~~;~~·; 
1 Austria Costumes 10 Sch. mint 4/6 l 
4 Austria Costumes new values ♦ 

and colours mint . . . . . . . . . . 1/6 ♦ 
5 Germany Charity Heads cpl.I♦ 

mint or used . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/6 
2 Germany 1950 Leipzig-er Hesse 

cpl. mint or used . . . . . . . . 0/9 
3 Liechtenstein 1950 Hunters set 

cp-1. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/6 I 
1 France 1000 frs. Airmail mint 30/0 

13 Nicaragua Sports cpl. mint .. 13/6 
6 Swiss new landscapes Tete~ 

Beche (12) mint . . . . . . . . 5/6 
6 Swiss Stamp Cent. and U.P.U. 

cpl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5/0 
1 Tunis Child Welfare, 1950 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/6 
8 Vatican Holy Year cpl. mint . . 3/6 
3 Algiers, Gorgeous Fruits set 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/6 
4 Rumania Transuort Congress 

mint ........ ·.. . . . . . . 3/9 
2 Rumania Friendship mint . . . . 2/9 

i 3 Austria U.P.U. cpl. .mint 1/6 
3 U.S.A. U.P.U. cpl. mint . . . . 7/6 

Other U.P.U. in stock, or expected 

t 
shortly. t 

t 

Special: 200 different airmail, high : 
catalogue value, 25/0. ; 

A. LICHTENSTEIN ! 
! BOX 576, BLOEMFONTEIN ♦ 
~ ♦ ••••••••••• ♦---+---+-+-+.-+-+-+ •••••• ♦-.-. 
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cpQLAND 
By 

ROBERT A. WILSON 
(Continued from page 61 of April issue) 

~ t I l I I I I I I I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I 11111111111111111111111111111111111111 I I 111111111111111 f 

Among wartime issues for Poland must be 
reckoned a wide variety of official and semi
official stamps. The official ones are particu
larly beautiful. I refer to those four sets is
sued by the Polish Government-in-Exile in 
London, for use by Polish forces abroad, pri
marily those stationed in England. The first 
two issues are pictorials. The third issue is 
a set of four created by overprinting one of 
the p,ictorial series. This set commemorates 
the now almost legendary capture of Monte 
Cassino by the Polish 1st Army. It is not 
gJenerally known that this heroic exploit was 
achieved solely by P.olish Forces. The last of 
the Exile issues is a semi-postal commemorat
ing the Insurrection of ·warsaw in 1944, when 
the civilian population, encouraged by radio 
messages from the Russian troops across the 
river, rose and with small arms that could 
be found, almost drove the Germans out of 
the city. After 63 days of heroic fighting, 
the overwhelming weight of the German Army 
finally crushed the empty-handed and unaided 
civilian population. The stamp is printed in 
greyish green and portrays a boy and a girl 
manning a machine gun in a street barricade, 
while in the smoke of battle behind them ap
pears the traditional symbol of Warsaw, an 
armed mermaid. 

During the period of this insurrection, the 
A.K., ior Home Army, as the embattled civil
ians called themselves, organised a postal ser
vice, for which six stamp,s were printed. The 
service itself was _a monument to the bravery 
of Polish children, for the letters were deliv
ered by the Boy and Girl Scouts by crawling, 
through the sewers under the German lines. 
These stamps have unfortunately been 
counterfeited, and few genuine copies man
aged to survive the burning of Warsaw by 
the Germans after the eventual defeat of the 
civilian forces. 

The final group of stamps :i.Esued during the 
wartime period is the group of Prisoner of 
-war issues. These appeared in two large pris:
on camps in Germany. The designs were ex
ecuted by the inmates and printed with what
ever crude materials could be found. The 
designs were all of an apparently harmless 
nature, but many secret devices and symbols 
were employed in these stamps t-o convey to 
the recipients some information that could 
not have been written in the letter that the 
stamp was bearing on its way. These stamps 
were issued in two camps only, and in natur
ally limited numbers. The largest number of 
any one issue is 1,200 copies. The stamps 
franked letters within the camp and also pris
oner mail to Poland. 

The post-war stamps of Poland were r~
sumed in 1944 when the country was still 
partially under German occu~ation. _A group 
of politicians got togrether m ~ncient and 
newly-liberated Lublin and established a pro
visional Government of Poland .. The first 
issue for use in the liberated porti~ms of Po
land. This set portrayed three Polish revolu
tionary heroes - Kosciuszki, Traugutt and 
Dabrowski. This was followed by seve_ral 
other issues, principally a red ~tamp b~armg 
the white Polish Eagle, now without his tra
ditional crown. This stamp was to ~~ used 
quite often for overprints and provismnals. 
Finally, in the spring· of 1~45, all of Pol~nd 
was freed of the German mvaders. Durmg 
this and subsequent periods, the cancellations 
are sometimes more interesting than the 
stamps themselves. During the _German uccu
pation many Polish towns and city names had 
been Germanified. There was a natural rush 
t-o restore old names immediately, and :post 
offices were hard put to find enough killer 
devices with proper Polish spellings instead of 
German ones. The result was that many 
towns, for many months, had to relY: on manu
script cancellations. Eventually, lmear rub
ber stamps bearing the town name were pro
cured, and finally telegraph mar!_(s w_ere used 
in which the date had to be hand-written. By 
the spring of 1946 all town~ had b~en sup
plied with regular killer devices. While these 
covers cannot be said to be rarn in a monetary 
sense, they are elusive, due to the fact that 
no one seemed to realise that there was any
thing unusual about the covers. Most. col
lectors in Poland and few dealers seemed to 
realise their worth, and many excellent speci
mens were ruined when the stamps were re
moved for simple philatelic purposes. Most of 
the examples in my own collection were culled 
from l~mbassy files. Here again I was blessed 
by the obedience of some unknown clerk. To 
prevent bulk, all envelopes were to be thrown 
away after the return address has been typed 
onto the original corresJ)'ondence. Fortunately 
for me, among· the early employees of our Le
gation was one lazy per§lon, unknown to me, 
who simply pinned the original cover to the 
correspondence. Many of the provisional post
marks display ingenuity, while others are 
amusing for their incorrect spellings. 

One of the most interesting items in post
war Polish issues is the series known as the 
"Ten Cities Liberati:on Issue." The basic 
stamp is the red and white eagle stamp pre
viously mentioned. On this was overprinted 
the name and date of liberation of the ten 
principal Polish cities. The libe_ra!ion series 
is a wonderful field for the specialist. I have 
accumulated more than 100 varieties within 
the basic group of ten stamps. The stamps 
were originally printed in sheets of 100, while 
the surcharge was in a frame of fifty. Thus 
it is possible to check, with entire sheets, the 
constancy of error~, for each constant e!ror 
will appear twice m every sheet. The sixth 
row is a duplicate of the first, etc. 

Among the most striking1 of the post-war 
stamps are the Maidanek and the Ghetto 
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stamps. The first is in honour of the :opening 
of the infamous Maidanek concentration \:amp 
as a museum. The stamp is printed in a 
dark green, and portrays a skeleton in uni
form and helmet pouring poison gas over the 
camp. The other is a black stamp, issued in 
commemoration of the Ghetto Uprising in 
Warsaw in 1943. The German governors of 
Poland gathered all Jewish persons in the 
Warsaw area and herded them into the Ghet
to section of Warsaw. Around this was built 
a high wall, so that no one could go in :or out. 
Thus faced with slow starvation, the Jewish 
inhabitants tunnelled out at night to get 
arms, and started a revolt against the guards. 
This was, of course, doomed to failure, for 
the German army calmly sat by and rained 
artillery fire into this section of the city until 
every building was levelled, and more than 
100,000 men, women and children had perished 
in the holocaust. The stamp itself portrays 
the half-starved typical Jewish boy and girl 
in the midst of the fight. 

Another striking set is a series of large 
stamps portraying famous buildings in War
saw before and after the war. Due to the un
usual size of these stamps, they had to be 
issued imperforate. Many varieties 1of pri
yate perforations exist. 

Particularly noteworthy are the issues for 
use outside of Poland. The primary group in 
this class are the stamps overprinted for use 
in Gdansk, or more familiarly, the port of 
Danzig, which was the casus belli in 1939. Is
sues for Gdansk were created by overprint
ing the current Polish issues with the words 
"F1ort Gdansk." The single exception to this 
is the last such set, a pictorial series of four 
portraying Polish merchants selling wheat in 
the 16th century in the shadow of the famous 
old Krantor, or Grain T!ower, now unfortu
nately a victim of the war. The Port Gdansk 
issues are second only to the Krakows in 
scarcity. Danzig, or Gdansk, is now within 
Polish territory completely. Let's hope that at 
least the possibility :of an0ther Polish corri
dor is averted thereby. 

Two other groups of stamps have been is
sued for use outside of Poland. One is a set 
of overprints "S:O.1920", to be used duringj 
a plebiscite held in the Teschen area, when 
Hitler was squeezing that country, Poland 
seized the opportunity and forced Czechoslo
vakia to cede Teschen. The other group con
sists of two sets overprinted "Levant," for 
use in the Turkish Empire. These have been 
widely reprinted, and originals are almost im
possible to find. 

There are many sidelights to a Polish col
lection, such as Locals, Stationery, Cancella
tions on stamps of other nations before the 
territory became Polish and vice versa, and 
so on. I could talk for several hours in de
tail ·on minor varieties of each issue, but I 
think we've had enough for now. I'll close by 
repeating a joke that I received in a letter 
to-day. The most recent series of Polish 
stamps consist of the portrait of the Com
munist President, Mr. Bierut, whose facial 

similarity to Hitler has been widely re
marked up-on. The Warsaw populace is now 
going to have to recall these stamps because 
they are falling off the envelopes--people are 
spreading a rumour that the Government is · 
spitting on the wrong side of the stamp. 

* 
DUTCH NEW GUINEA 

The wester>n half of the island of New 
Guinea, formerly part of the Dutch E~st 
Indies, did not become part of the Indonesian 
Republic, and its first stamp, under the name 
"Nieuw Guinea" has appeared. This is a 25c. 
with a portrait of Queen Juliapa. Further 
values are expected shortly. 

* GERMANY 
From "The American Philatelist" we cull 

the following note, sent our contemporary by 
Erich Heide: 

"I send you an interesting cover, with 
French Zone stamps mailed from the British 
Zone. This was permissible only durimg the 
period 1st November to 31st December, 1949. 
But that is not all. French Zone pre-currency
reform stamps, obsolete since June, 1948, had 
the same designs as the current issues, but 
other colours. The public at large in the 
British and American Zones know little of this 
distinction-am.d neither do the post offices. 
The rumour has spread that people who do 
know now use up the pre-c•urrenc,y-r;efol'i'illl 
French Zone stamps with which they were 
caught in June, 1948." 

}I,. 

THE TAPLING COLLECTION 
It is announced that the remounting of this 

collection has been completed by the Curator, 
Mr. H. R. Holmes. This has been a very big 
piece of work as the collectiOifl was formerly 
an accumulation rather than a well arranged 
collection. Much new material has been in
cluded and a lot of the former defective speci
mens replaced by good copies. To-day, accord
ing to G. van der Berg in "Stamps," the col
lection is the world's largest, best mounted 
and best displayed natio,,nal philatelic property. 

1(,. 

RYUKYU ISLANDS 
This group of islands, lying to the south of 

Japan, and ever to be remembered by the name 
of one of them-Okinawa-has become a 
stamp issuing territory with a set of six ordi
nary, three air post and one special. delivery. 
The values are in sen and yen. 

* UNION ANILINE ·'VICTORY" 
It has only recently transpired that several 

sheets of the ld. Victory stamp of 1946 were 
printed in an "aniline" ink, with the colour 
showing through to the back. This variety is 
also known overprinted for S.W.A., Basuto
land and Swaziland, but so far as we have 
heard, not Bechuanaland. 
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U.S. Famous :A.mericans Series of 1940. By 
George C. Hahn. Published by the Ameri
can Philatelic Society, P.O. Box 800, 
State College, Pa. Price $2.50. 

This book, of 193 pages, is a reproduction 
of a series of articles which has been running 
in ''The American Philatelist" for a number 
of years. It deals with the 85 stamps, hon
ouring five each of the seven following groups 
of famous Americans-Authors, Poets, Educa
tors, Scientists, Composers, Artists and In
ventors. 

The sfory of this five series of stamps is 
aimed at the many collectors w.ho are not in 
any advanced or specialist class but are just 
ordinary collectors, interested in U.S. com
memoratives and in the story behind the 
stamp,s. 

There are excellent biographies :of the per
sons honoured on the stamps, fine illustration 
of the portrait sources, the various essays and 
the finished product on the stamps. 

Technical details of production are not 
given, but there are lists of plate numbers, 
day-of-issue sales, quantities printed and 
dates of issue and withdrawal. The whole 
get-up, it need scarcely be said, is excellent. 

The Cancellatfons of The Rhodesias and 
Nyasa[,a,nd. By H. C. Dann. Robson Lowe, 
Ltd., London. Price 15/-. 

Specialists are now turning more and more 
to the postal histnry of their countries. In 
this book the late Mr. Dann shows the result 
of his studies in Rhodesia, Northern and 
Southern Rhodesia, B.C.A. and Nyasaland. 
The histories of all post offices are given from 
their inception tio their closure. 

All the types of cancellations used are men
tioned and illustrated, and the lists of post
marks are intersp.ersed with short historical 
notes, which make fascinating reading. 'fhis 
book is essentially one for specialists of this 
particular group of countries, but any col
lector of Southern Africa could well do W1th a 
copy. Mr. W G. Nodder, the Secretary of the 
Rhodesian Study Circle, has added the most 
recent amendments and has contributed two 
appendices on the postmarks since 1935 and 
the cancellati·ons of the R.A.F. Camp Post 
Offices. 

The book and illustrations are well pro
duced, but one would have liked to have seen 
a better paper used. 

Stanley Gibbons' Catalog·ue· Part VIII. Euro
pean Colonies and Post Offices Abroad, 
1950 Edition. 

The last of the series :0f the ever popular 
"Gibbons" is now to hand. Eagerly awaited 
by all collectors of European Colonies, this 
catalogue follows the by now well known pat
tern. Well p,rinted and richly illustrated, the 

catalogue provides a very useful innovation, 
viz., the reproduction of stamps of the mother 
countries to show what types of stamps were 
used in the colonies, thus obviating the ne
cessity of having to refer to the Part II Cat
a!'.ogue (Europe). 

This catalogue contains the first r~vision 
of prices since 1945, and collectors will find 
the many changes very interesting and well 
worth studying. 

r····--·······--······-·······1 
The PHILATELIC ! 

MAGAZINE I 
( estab. 1875) • 

is your illustrated guide to world : 
collecting ! • 

Annual sub.: 10/-. J• 

Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. I 
445, Strand, London~ W.C. 2, : 

England. ! 
Representative in South Africa: t 

R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, I 
Johannesburg. 

·······------····----···--·---~ 
(Concluded from page 80) 

The following officers were elected : President, ?.Ir. 
Andrew \Yatson; Vice-President. Mr. ,Tohn P. 
Shingler· Hon. Sec. and Treas., :Mr. C. M. Clark ; 
Librariai:, )fr. E. E, .T. Thon-aldsen ;_ Press C~rres
Jlondent, Mrs. J. P. Shingler: Bxec,1t1ve Committee, 
Mrs. R. Alabaster and ::\Iessrs. L. Hellman and II. 

E.T1i~11
~~~~s.President, in thanking the officers for 

their hard work <luring the past ypar, paid a special 
tribute to the retiring Prt'Sident, :.'\[rs. R. Alabaster. 
Other speakers endorsed these sentiments amid ac-

cl¥1~!tii1~ancial st:atPment was read, and revealetl 
a very satisfactory state of affairs. 

The report of the Committee on Model Consti
tution recommended by the S.A. Philatelic Federff
tion, ~vas presented to the Society, and it ~Yas de
cided the revised Constitution would he, d1scusse(1 
in detail at a special meeting, ·which v,ould precede 
the next monthly mPeting. . 

A new nwmber was electf'd, and a very satisfac
tory report was given hy )fr. J. V. Jensen on the 
progrP.ss of the .Jnnior Society, stnrted by ?.fr. P. ,T. 

Ur't;~~;I\,-ere two displayf'I, a great source of intN
P.st being )Ir. La7.arns' fine eoll_ection. of . Italian 
stamps, going back to the e1u·ly 1ss1ws 111 mmt and 
used conrtition. )Ir .. T. Payionr's collection of Ameri
can mint stamps, 1rnrny in block;; of four. was mucl1 
admirPd. Tb{'i eHrliPT comrne.moratiYe if'lsnes ~y<>re 
narticuhtrlY attrn("tiYP. His collection of )\rnencan 
Xmas Sea.ls. too, waf'! n. centre of attraction. 

'I'lH~ meetin~ ronclnde(l after a Yery pleasant in
tf'r1ude of tea and cakes. 

r.c.s. 

* SPRTXGS PHILA'rELTC SOCIETY 
Pre8ide11t, :\Ir. C. J. )Ieeuwis: Hon. Sec., L. J. C. 

Sutclige, 4 High Street, Strubem·ale, Springs. 
17th April : :\Ir. Pocock, mYing to his studi~s. is 

unable to continue as correspondent to the Plulatel
ist. In the meantime the Secretary is doing tlJe 
work for him. Our Society now has memberslnp 
cards, and these were given to the members at the 

m~i:~~1'ocock very kindly gave us an exlrlbit of his 
rollection and :.\Ir. :'.IeenwiR disrussed it afterwards 
and gave him some advice about it. 
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BALTIMORE POSTMASTER STAMPS 
Messrs., H. R. Harmer Inc. were selling 

last month a group of fourteen envelopes 
with the Buchanan Postmaster Stamps of 
Baltimore. These covers had all been sent 
to one addressee in 1845-47, and a group of 
so many of them is a record. It was ex
pected they would fetch from six to seven 
thousand dollars. 

* AUSTRALIA 

Direct Air Service to South Africa, 
The Austranian Tl"ade Oommissioner an

nounces that a direct Air Service will be 
started on 1st June by Qantas Empire Air
ways across the Indian Ocean via Cocos 
Islands and Mauritius. The flying: time is ex
pected to be a"J:)out 40 hours, which should re
duce mail time from about 10 days a8 it is 
at present via Cairo-Karachi-Singapore to 
about 2 days. [Later press notices sav that 
the starting date may not be m early as 1st 
June.-Ed.] 

Newspaper Wrappers 
· Recent exchanges from Australia have 

shown something new in newspaper wrappers. 
Up till recently these had Bd. stamps printed 
on them, with a space alongside marked 
''/Affix here st~,mp for any necessary addi
tional postage." The latest arrivals, however, 
have two Hd. stamps printed side by side on 
the wrapper-somewhat reminiscent of the 
Union Air Letter forms with two 3d. stamps. 

r~~······················1 

I WE WISH I 
I TO BUY I 
• • • • I PACKETS KILOWARE : 
• • 

I
I SINGLE STAMPS SETS I 
I 

As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the •• 
United States, we are constant buyers, in large 
wholesale quantities, of all kinds of postage 

! stamps. 

t Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
t will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
! References will be sent on request (if you do t not already know us) so that you may deal I with us with ,ompl•!• ,onfid,n,e, 

I H. E. HARRIS & co. I 
I sosToN 11 MAss._ • ~ _. ~:s~~:_J 
L •••.•• -.....•---------------· 

r-+-+-++-+-+-+-+--• • • • • , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l 
♦ ♦ 

t BUY AT AUCTION i 
♦ ♦ 

: and pay a FAIR PRICE ! 

i SELL AT AUCTION j 
♦ ♦ 

l and receive a FAIR PRICE 
♦ 

♦ 

I 
+ 
i • ♦ 

+ 
i 
♦ 

♦ 

00 

EASTBOURN·E 
STAM:P AUCTIONiS 

LIMITED 

! 34 South Street. Eastbourne, Sussex, 
f England. 

l Cables: Rarities, Eastbourne. l 
t ••. •.•....•••....•••.....•...• t 

MAURITIUS 
ALL 

1902/5 Arms Single C.A. 
*3, 4, 4, 5 and 8c. 4/3 

5c. purple/buff . . 2/0 
*12c. grey/carmine 0/9 

15c. on blue . . . . 5/0 
*25c. grn./on grn.. . 3/3 
*50c. grn/on ye!. . . 5/8 
lR. carm.-grey . . 12/6 
2R. blk./green . . 18/6 
5R. on red . . . . 35/0 

1904/7 Ditto, wmk. C.A. 
Mult. 

1, 2, 4, 6c. ( 4) 2/3 
*3c. on yellow . . 3/3 
15c. blk./blue . . 4/0 
50c. grn./yel. . . 2/6 
lR. carm.-grey 7 /6 

1910 wmk. C.A. Mult. 
le. to 15c. (9) 5/0 
25c. on yellow 3/9 
50c. purple . . 3/9 
lR. on green . . 6/6 
2R. 50c. on blue 15/0 
5R. on yellow 25/0 
lOR. on green 70/0 

1913 K.G. V. Mult. C.A. 
*5c., 12c., 25c. (3) 3/0 
*25c. white back . . 2/6 

25c., Die II . . . . 1/9 
50c. purple . • 13/0 
lR. olive back 5/0 
lR. emerald, Die I lb/, 
lR. emerald, Die II 4/0 

MINT 
2R. 50c. on blue 9/6 
lOR. on green 50/0 
lOR. emerald, 0.B. 70/0 
lOR. emerald, Die I 55/0 
lOR. emerald, Die 11 40/0 

1921/5 Arms. Script C.A. 
le. to 12c. (8) . . 4/6 
15c. and 20c. . . 5/0 

K.G. V Script C.A. 
*5c. grey-red II 
*12c. grey (A) 
*12c. pale (A) 

:gi: ~1~~in~B~ ... 
*25c. on yellow II .. 
~'50c. purple .. 
*lR. on green II 

2R. 50c. on blue 
5R. on ~llow 
lOR. on emerald 
1925 3c. on 4c. to 

0/2 
2/6 
1/6 
1/0 
l /1J 

1/3 
4/n 
4/9 

10/0 
2.0/0 
37/6 

15c. on 20c. (3) 3/3 
1926 Ar.ms 

2c. to 20c. (7) . . 5/0 
1926/8 K.G.V 

1, 2, 3, 4, 4, 6 
and 10c. . . . . 2/6 

8c. and 15c. • . . . 5;o 
20c. purp_le . . . . 2/0 
20c. blue Die I 2/6 

1935 Silver Jubilee 
5, 12, 20c. and lR. 90/0 

~arlier issues and K.G.VI in stock. Kindly send want 
hsts. Stamps marked * can be supplied in mint blocks 

of four. Air Mail Postage extra. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED 
86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. 
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TRISTAN DA CUNHA AND MARION IS. 

Tristan 
In our February issue it was reported that 

the Natal took a mail to the island on 25th 
January-it also brought one back on its re
turn. . Since then the Pequena has brought 
two more mails, :one arriving at Cape Town 
on 22nd February, the other on 20th March. 
The Na,tal's mail and the first of these two 
brought by the Pequena has the boxed rec
tangular mark illustrated in our1 February 
number; the last one has still a new type, the 
island's 9th. This is from a rubber stamp, a 
double horizontal oval approximately 48 x 30 
mm., with "Tristan da Cunha" at the top, 
"South Atlantic Ocean" at the bottom and a 
Maltese Cross at either end. The date is in 
the centre thus, ''13 MAR l 950". 

Actually this mark derives from a private 
rubber stamp which Mr. A. B. Crawford had 
with him when on the island during the war 
years. At that time it had his initials under 
the date, but when he left he cut the initials 
out and left it with his successor. Now it has 
come back into service again. 

The luxury liner Cor.onia paid the island a 
visit on 31st January en route from Rio de 
Janeiro to Cape Town and a number of the 
passengers were able to go ashore. S,o far as 
we can ascertain, however, no mail was 
brought off. 

With the Pequena making such frequent 
trip,s in connection with the fishery anti can
ning factory, there will be little interest in 
recording every mail in the future. It was a 
different story when there were only one or 
two mails a year, or sometimes not even so 
frequently as that. 

It is very probable, however, that Tristan 
will soon be of more interest from a rmrely 
philatelic point of view for we hear from 
Mr. Crawford that the recently appointed Ad
ministrator is recommending the issue of a 
set of stamps for the island. and that sketches 
prepared by Mr. Crawford when the island 
Council petitioned :for stamps some three or 
four years ago, are likely t:o be the fo:.sis for 
designs. Mr. Crawford had one of his 
"Essays" printed as a sticker and th~.s was re
produced in our issue of February, 1948, p. 
28. 

There can be little doubt but that, with 
recent developments on the island, postage 
stamp,s are both desirable and necessary. 

Mr. Douglas Armstrong, for l,ong a keen 
Tristan collector, before he left South Africa 
had an interview with Mr. Crawford and has 
published in "Stamp Collecting" of 18th 
March an article with illustrations of a num
ber of designs for the proposed stamps as 
they were put forward in the petition from 
the Council. But of course it still remains to 
be seen whether the Colonial Off ice will agree 
to their Administrator's suggestion and, if 
it does, what designs will be adopted. 

Marion 
Further to the note in our March issue, 

there has been another tdp to the island by 
H.M.S.A.S. Natal, leaving Durban with mail 

and relief personel for th~ meteorological 
station on 12th April. 

A call was made first at East London to em
bark some local members of the Na val Re
serve for training on the trip, also to take 
some merino sheep to try out on the island. 

The Natal returned to East London on 24th 
April, bringing mail. Mr. V. M. Milunsky. re
ports that the Department of Transport 
cachet !On this had an error of date, viz., 
17.4.49 instead of 1'7.4.1950. It would be in
teresting to know if all the mail has this 
error. Will others who have received covers 
please report? 

The postmark previously referred to is a 
double-circle one, circles 30 mm .. and 17 mm. 
in diameter, with simply the word "Fynn
land" in block capital letters 4.5 mm. high, 
and the date across the centre in one line. 
It is rather an unusual type for Union post
marks, but the postmaster at Durban has 
kindly confirmed that it is the mark of the 
official date stamp issued to the Fynnland 
P.O., which is near the S.A. Naval Base of the 
same name. 

-+++ ••••••••••••••••••• 
BRUNEI, 1906, S.G. 13, le. black and i 

t~~1e,_ ~m-_o: ~~-P:1:· ?:rt:~• ~~pe~~ 50010 • 

1~08/24, .S .. Q9 39, $25 black/red, ~int 220/0 ; 
CANADA, 18a-/57, S.G. 11, vertical 

pair on entire, cancelled 21, slight-
ly touched at bottom . . . . . . . . 200/0 t 

1908, S.G. 187, 50c. deep vio., mint 140/0 t 
GRENADA, 1883, S.G. Wa, Half of ld. ,, 

orange and green, unsevered pair, ~ 

190~~d s:¢. 0 83." 0 10i- 0

ti:°re~1; ~~d· 
0

re{i, 
22

0/0 ! 
mmt 80/0: used . . . . . . . . . . 90/0 ; 

1913, S.G. 98b, 1/- on blue green, I 
olive back, mint . . . . . . . . . . 60/0 

1934, S.G. 135/144. ¼d.-5/-. mint . . 40/0 
HONG-KONG, 1862, S.G. 5, 24c. green, 

S.G.i~i. · 96~. · oii~e · bist1:e, · ;up~rb
0 

~s~d l~gjg 
1882/83, S.G. 36a, 10c. deep blue 

green, mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 190/0 
1903, S.G. 76, $10 slate and orange, 

NEWmiS~H;TH
0 \vALE0

S,
0

1850, 
0 8.G. 0 ii. lOO/O l 

ld. dull carmine, plate 2, large ♦ 
margins, superb used . . . . . . . . 2rrn /0 ♦ 

S.G. 18. 2d. dull blue, superb usPd . . 160/0 
ST. VINCENT. 1881, S.G. 30a. ½d. on 

Half of 6d., unsevered pair, snperb 
mint ................. . 

S.G. 32, 4d. on l/- vermilion, superb 
used .................. 940/0 

1886/89, s:G. 53, 6d. bright green, 
mint .................. 160/0 

189!), S.G. 75, 5/- green and blue, 
mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45/0 

1911. S.G. 93i!, £1 purple and black, 
control nnmlwr. mint . . . . . . . . 240/0 

1935 SILVER .TTTBTT,F.ll1 SF.'f' compl. MINT 
£34 : USl']D £38. 

1937 CORONATIOX SBT compl. MINT £3 
10s. : T,SF,D £3 1 :'is. 

] 948 SILVER ·wF.DDTNG SF.T. compl. 

!
. £7:'i : rSED £80. 

1949 U.P.F. f'rown ('olonies flnrl Dom. MINT 
£11 1 Os. : rsllJn £12 lOs. 

I 
1!l49 T:.P TT. POREIGN fill in stock. 

~TLVF,R ,TTlBTT,.F,F,S and ~TT,VER \VPdrlinc:s 
single sets available. Price list on applkation. 

THE GLOBE STAMP CO. LTD. 
433 STRAND LONDON, W.C.2 f Telephones: Temple Bar 0777-0778 

~ ••••••••••••••••••• ._._.~~+4~ ......... 
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SOME RECENT AUCTION SALES 

Robson Lowe: 
G.B. ld. black Plate II "PC" used on cover, 

£35. 
ld. red Plate II, the rare trial printing on 

Dickinson paper, £21. . 
ld. red 1854 Treasury rnulette used on 

cover, £40. 
Mint block of 4 1929 P:ostal Union £1, £29. 
ld. black with VR in upp,er errors, B.A. 

Unused, £37 10s. 
Cape ls. dark green mint block of eight, 

£170. 
Covers with British stamps used in Ascen-

sion, 187 4, £11 and £16 10s. . . 
Ascension M. to 3s., Cleft m Rock variety-, 

mint blocks of four, £43. 
St. Helena, Centenary set ~d. to 10s. mint 

blocks of four, £50. 
Turks Is., ls. lilac, £25. 
Zululand 1894-96 £5 postally used, £13 10s. 
Oil Rivers S.G. 6a, £35;1 pair of 7a, £90; 

pair of 8, £120. 
Niger Coast S.G. 41a. Used block of four, 

£52 10s.; 62a, used, £36. 

H. R. H,armer: 
G.E.A. 1916 lR local issue used on p.c., 

£15 10s. 
Jamaica 1919-21, ls. frame inverted, £420. 
Silver Wedding set, complete, £67 10~. 
Kenya £25 specimen, £2 and £100 specimen, 

£8 10s. 
Nyasaland 1897 £10 specimen, £2 10s. 
Set Basutoland "Officials" used, £300. 
S. Georgia 2½d. provisional, £17 10s. 
Rhodesia £1 error of colour, £30. 
Cape 4d. error of colour, £210. 
Union ld. 1930-45 vertical strip of 5, three 

centre entirely without frame, top and bottom 
with parts of frame, £40. 

Transvaal ld. K.E. anchor wmk., £22. 
Zululand (12a) ~d. green vertical strip, of 

three, two top wmk. opt. :omitted, £24. 

-i-si-A.MP-·ALsUMs··l 
• • LOOSE LEAF in size I It x 9 and I It x 9¾ t 

I 
complete with I 00 leaves - 31 /6 each I 

Leaves can be supplied separately 

t at ~O~T~RS- Ll~ITl~/~per 100 •1 

P.O. Box 1020 JOHANNESBURG 
P.O. Box 111 PRETORIA 
P.O. Box 621 BLOEMFONTEIN t 
P.O. Box 393 CAPE TOWN t 
P.O. Box 586 - - PORT ELIZABETH t 
P.O. Box 450 - - EAST LONDON I 
P.O. Box 411 - - DURBAN 
P.O. Box 433 - - SALISBURY 
P.O. Box 767 - - BULAWAYO 

J •••• ······----······--···---
BARBADOS 

Whitfield King report that stamps in dollars 
and cents will be released on 1st May, the 
remainders of the sterling currency set being 
withdrawn on 29th April. 

NETHERLANDS 

An interesting fact concen1ing the Libera
tion series of 1944/ 46 has come to light and 
is described in the February number of the 
"Nederlandsch Maandblad van Philatelie." 

Efforts have constantly been made towards 
finding a method of distinguishing between 
the stamps :of this issue printed in Britan1 
and those subsequently printed in Hollanci. 

It will be remembered that the first print
ing consisted of nine values of which a second 
printing with six additional values was made 
in 1946. Research has established that the 
second printing may, to a certain extent, be 
distinguished from the first by means of dated 
p1ostmarks, plate numbers and ultra violet 
light. D. Hille Ris Lambers of Bennekum 
has reported, however, that with the aid :of 
a fairly strong lens he has discovered that 
the paper of the six supplementary values of 
1946 contains in its outer layer a very large 
number of thick dark-blue f:.bres of varying 
length: very short to longish, somewhat akin 
in appearance to the granite papers of Switz
erland. Pap.er used for the first printing, does 
not contain these fibres or, if they are pres
ent, in such minute quantities that their 
presence appears accidental. This test applied 
to stamps issued in both printings and known 
to belong to either the first or the later 
printing confirms the conclusion reached. 

Although the test appears conclusive, 
readers are requested to re p-ort any findings 
which may be at variance with the rule. 

Numbers sold of the NIWIN stamps issued 
in 1949 were supplied by the Post and Tele
graph p-ropaganda service to the :magazine 
referred to above and are stated to be as 
follows: 

3+ 2 cents-514,517 
6+ 4 cents-755,351 

. 10+ 5 cents-1,196,163 
30+10 cents-561,791 

Fr:om the same source again, it is learnt 
that a new 6 cent. postage due stamp is due. 

An article by D. · Hille Ris Lambers on 
stamps printed on blued paper (Netherlands 
and Colonies) accentuates the fact that con
trary to general opinion, there is always 
something new to be learnt about old stamps. 
Study of the issues of 1876, with postmarks 
dated between 1876 and 1885, has brou,ght to 
light that the paper used at that time was 
treated in the manufacturing stage with co
balt salts which are also used in the prepar
ation of household blue. The amount of blue 
used varied from time to time resulting in 
more or less blueing of the paper and the ob
v:ious conclusion is, therefore, that in order 
to obtain such blued paper specimens the or
dinary household could provide the necessary 
material~a strong argument for the re
moval of stamps in this category from the cat-
alogue. - J.W.S. 
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PORT ELIZABETH PIIILA.TELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., Mr. G. P. 
Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

,vhen the meeting was opened on 21st )larch l\Ir. 
G. Bullbring took the chair as l\Ir. l<'orbes was in 
Cape '.!:own. 

There was a large flttend:u:ce, and a pleastint sur
prise for the members ·was when l\Ir. JJ. D. C. van 
Rooyen, the new pdblicity officer of the G.P.O. in 
Pretoria, honoured us with a visit. ::\Ir. van Rooyen 
i:-; not a collector, but is keenly interested m his 
new position. He _said he would be willing to P.nswer 
any questions to tile best of his ability, and he was 
kept busy. One question asl,ed was "'Vhen the N~w 
Issues were to be on sale," :\Ir. v:an Rooyen replied 
that the meeting to discuss the new designs was 
hem last January but nothing furtiher had trans
pired. He also said that one of his colleagues in 
the same omc~~. ::\Ir. Grobler, who lmd toured the 
rnion arnl travelled extensively overseas, to visit 
the various Exhibitions had gained very usetnl in
formation. Anyoiw writing to the Philatelic Section 
will get a spef>die1: reply by using their Box No. in 
preference· to their home address. 

It was a very pnjoyable evening, and we hope to 
have )Ir. van Rooyen ,vith us again shortly. A 
hearty votn of tlianks \\'HS accorded to him. 1\Ir. 
G-. P. Smith t:.ible<l 23 first day covers of the Voor
trekker issue wllich were very interesting, and later 
there was a small auction. 

L.E.C. 

* 
PRETORTA PHILA'l'ELIC SOCIETY 

President, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., H. Ende
mann, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

:!0th Februarv. Visit from the East Rand Society. 
::\Ir. ~- Legator showed assortments of Transvaal, New 
RPpublic, O.F.S. and Natal; :Mr. Suklje, recent K.G. 
Y[ issues, and l\lr. Deeken, part of his collection 
of Europe. 

6th l\farch. l\Ir. Obermeyer read a paper on the 
Yr.rburg issues. with specimens of the stamps and 
also some of lleehuanaland, Stellaland and 0.J,~.s. 

20th .l\farch. In the unavoidn.ble absence of Dr. 
Reisener an. !anctiou was hell] and there were also 
exhibits by J\fr. N. L. ·watson of British Empire 
and by l\Ir. Obermeye1• of Dutch Colonies. 

3rcl April. An int(~resting and useful talk hy Dr. 
Reisener on the cleaning, mounting, and writmg-up 
of stamps. 

* 
PHILATLEIC SOCIETY OI,' JOHAN~~ESBURG 

President, Commander C. E. D. Enoch; Hon. Sec., 
B. Glassman, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; 
11feetings, 2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday, at tne 
Johannesburg Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

At the meeting he•ld on 11th .April, 1950, the ex
hibits were provided by membe1·s of the Rast Rand 
Philatelic Society. J\fr. ;r. Shepllerci, president of 
tlw East Rand Society, introduced the exhibitors. 
l\lr. Diclrnns sl1owed some fine Onions, inclmling
both £1 values in mint condition and a set of 1925 
Air Mails in value blocks. Ile also showed the Ken
ilworth Muizenberg flown cover and some Red Cross 
Flight cards. There were numerous other fine items. 

l\lr. Clements showed Rhodesia an<l Southern Rho
desia. His exhibit included some fine used blocks 
as well as a fine 1'.ange of mint items. 'l'he South
ern Rhodesia included the Hd. perf. 12 and the ls. 
perf. 14. 

Mr. Shepherd himself showed a fine colleC'.tion of 
Cape Triangu1ars. Both the woodblock errors were 

included. Ile showed numerous proofs and most of 
his copies both used and mint we1·~ in fine condition. 
He however showed a few poor sp~cimens as well 
as forgeries unrler the heading of "\Vlut not to 
collect in Cape Triangul!ars." 

The speakers on the exhibits were l\lr. Jack Bur
rell (Unions). DL'. Kaplan (Hhodesia) and Ilir. Hunt 
( Cape Triangulars). 

On the 24th April )fr. II. Schwartz showed hrn fine 
collections of St. Helena and Ascension. He read 
an interesting p&per on his exhibit before the dis
play. 'l'he St. Helena contained many rarities in
cluding the 15s. value in the 1922 issue in inint 
i;ondition, several cleft rock items, the Centenary 
issue, _ the obsolete colours in George VI and the 
early issues. The Ascen:-;ion was practically com
plete in mint from the earliest issues and thei·e were 
Rt~me :used on covers and otherwise. The Silver Wetl
dmg issue was present in hoth countries. 

1\lr. W. Reclford spoke on the exhibit. 

* 
GIUHAMS'l'OWX PIIILA'l;ELIC SOCilDTY 

President, Dr. C. G. A. Cory; Hon. Sec./Treas., 
Mr. R. Q. Tarr, ,vood House, Kingswood College· 
Meetings, 2nd 'l'hursdays, 8 p.m., 120 High Street'. 

A. round dozen of members attended the April 
meetlllg and voted the Stamp Packet into being once 
more, with Dr. '.l:ame as its operator. The next 
!)rochure was discussed, and it was decJded to le.ave 
its production in the hands of the secretary. )fr. 
Chantler was thanked for his ·work in duplicatino
the last l~rochure. .i'\lr. l\Iaurice Ii'letcher gave ~ 
v~ry fine display of South-\Vest African stamps most 
~llscussed ~f which was _his pair of tenpenny air}mails. 
The evemng closed with a very succef:sful auction 
of stamps. 

Ri.Q.T. 

* 
JE\VISII GUILD PIULATELIC SECTION" 

Chairman, J. M. Rich; Hon. Secretary, A. J. 
Nathanson; Meetings at Jewish Guild, last Thurs
days, 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on 30th l\Iarch, l\fr. I. Isaacs 
~bowed _a 'l'hemat~c col_lection. 'l.'hese were stamps 
iUustratrng quotations trom the English poets from 
Ch11:ui;er to modern times. l\ir .. l. Rich spoke on the 
exlubit and the exhibitor was thanked by the mem
bers. 

* 
EAST RA.KD PHILA1.'EL1C SOCIETY 

_Presictr,nt, ::\J.:i:. ~-- Sh,epherd; Hon. See., l\1r. A. 
Gross, 1.0. Box lc>D, J.~rakpan; .Meetings, Regent 
Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 P.m. 

The monthly meeting of the above Society war; 
held. on the 18th instant. There was not such a 
good attendance as usual. Mr. Shept,erd was awav 
on leave and l\1r. S. Legator took the chair. • 

On_e of the main items of the evening was the 
appomtment of a new Secretary as l\Iiss S. O. Jefl'
i·ey has been transferred to Johannesburg. The mat
ter ':·as put to the mooting and Mr. A. Gr.oss ,;as 
unanunously elected to the position. 

l\Ir. S. Legator was the exhibitor for the evenin~ 
apd _he tabled a very fine collection of Zanzibar. l\fr. 
h: ;'i;. Rigg on behalf of members proposed 1he vote 
of thanks. 

* 
S.O.J. 

EAST LOXDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President~. Andrew Watson; Hon. See., c. l\I. 
Clari~. 8 ,, mdsor, :1-foad, Cambridge, East London ; 
Meetmgs, 2nd ] ndays, Colosseum Theatre Tea 
Room (upstairs), at 7.45 p.m. 

There was . a ver.Y fine attendance at the annual 
general meetrng of the above Society on ]'ridav 
14th April. ' < ·' 

The. President's report on the year's activities was 
charmmgly pres~nteq, and the election of new offi
~i-f:. took place 111 a very happy spirit of camarad-

( Continued on page 76) 
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BOOKINGS BY: 

RAIL; ROAD; SEA; 

AIR; TICKETS; 

RESERVATIONS; 

BAGGAGE; HOTEL 

ACCOMMODATION. 

Let the S.A.R. Tourist 
Bureau look after it all 

for you. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

('( 
·v. 

p; 
~,-:: ~--

m 

When you are making a tour which inciudes hotel 
accommodation, meals and bedding en route, why go 
i:O the trouble of making your own arrangements? 
fhe S.A.R. Tourist Bureau will be delighted to do it 
for you, whether you are travelling by rail, road, sea or 
air. You have only one office to visit, only one pay
ment to make. What could be more convenient? 
If you are flying by Springbok Service and you book 
through the Tourist Bureau, your hotel accommoda
tion in the United Kingdom will be arranged for you. 

Get in touch with your nearest 
Tourist Bureau or Stationmaster 

USE OUR TRAVELLERS CHEQUES 

5152-1 
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Ill 
A NEW BOOK ' • " 

~ . 

"The. Triangular Stamps of 

/ "' CAPE OF GOOD HOPE '' 
By D. ALAN STEVENSON, B.Sc., F.R.S. (Edin.), M.I.C.E. 

In this remarkable new book, the specialist and the general 
collector will find much to interest them in the pregentation of the 
full history of these popular issues. 

Mr. Stevenson has made a number of outstanding discoveries, 
and unearthed hitherto unknown rarities amongst the "commoner" 
Triangulars. His book, which is the outcome of a long period of 
research, gives much information which is entirely new even to the 
most advanced specialist. 

Twenty-one large plates, of which four are in natural colours 
and novel diagrams and graphs, together with numerous enlarge
ments add interest to this handsome volume of 140 pages. 

A limited edition only has been published, and we would advise 
all interested to place their orders early. 

PRICE THREE GUINEAS 

L ~~tai;~e ~~;~b~h~ ~:;~. 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

39-42 NEW BOND STREET 

May, 1950. 

AND AT 

~W YORK 

LONDON .. • • W.I. 
Cables : 0 Phistamsel, London " 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 

'&e Philatelic Ftfderation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors : Central News 
Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary), Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

J ohannesburir 
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ENGLAND 
Bournemouth ~ 

Philadelphia V Melbourne 
Bombay 

U.S.A. 

l'housands of miles apart clients say the same thing about the 

ROBSON LOVVE 
Greenwich, 

The Seller London, S.E.10, 
March 2nd, 1950. 

". • . This week your cheque for my lots in the 
G.B. sale has come along. I think this and the other 
sales have been most satisfactory-including the Postal 
History. I am naturally very happy with the result. 
I feel your contacts with American collectors have added 
quite a bit. Of course, there were the lots that have 
not yet found a buyer, and some lots that did not do 
too well. But this happens in every sort of sale, and 
it is the net result that is important; and this, if my 
mathematics function, is 7 % over valuation. I thought 
the Line~Engraved G.B. sold particularly well. In the 
Postal History sale the hand-struckery realised quite a 
bit more than I thoug-ht it would ; and £220 for the 
Dockwra cover. . . " 

-Foster W. Bond. 

STAMP 

T.he Buyer 

SERVICE 

Santa Ana, 
California, 

Feb. 7th, 1950. 

. . . I have been bidding at many of your 
auction sales for about one and a half years 
now and I would like to compliment you upon 
the fine service and the splendid attitude evinced 
by your organisations. I have, from time to 
time, tried other auction houses but have soon 
learned that none can equal the fine goods or 
the fair treatment which I have secured from 
you. We too often are prone. to write in and 
criticise and I thought you might like to hear a 
few comments about how satisfied I am with 
your fi1·m .... " 

--H. Y. 

These are typical of the hundreds of letters which we receive. 

Send for details of our International Organisation and current 
Literature - then avail yourself of the service which 

SATISFIES ALL CUSTOMERS 
HEAD OFFICE: 

Granville Chambers, 
Richmond Hill, 
Bournemouth 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 1820-27 Lewis Tower, 
15th & Locust Streets, 

Philadelphia 3, 
Pa., U.S.A. 

Telephone: 
Bournemouth 323:i 

50 PALL MALL, 
LONDON, S.W.I 
Telephone: Trafalgar 403t 
Cables: "Stamps, London" 

Telephone: 
ki. 5-432.t 
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SOUTH WEST 

AFRICA 
I have recently purchased a very fine collection, 
virtually complete, with a wealth of material for 

the specialist. ALL MINT. 

OUTSTANDING RARITIES INCLUDE: 
1923: Hig·h values of all settings, blocks and pairs. 113 inverted OYp. ½d. missing· 

Africa, Afrika. 
HJ23-24: £1 settin£" VT, S.G. 40. A part sheet of forty-eig·ht, one stamp without stop. 

Probably unique. 
1927-30: 2d. ovp. double, one inverted. Rlock of four, one without stop. Exceedingly 

rare and possibly unique , 
2d. oven>rint double, one inverted. ·Corner imprint block of sixteen, believed to 
he the Jarv:est in existence, and as such unique. 

1930: Air 4d. overprint inverted. Rlock of four. 
4d., 1 /- without stop, in pairs and blocks of four. 

] 931: }d. to £1 complete set of twenty-four imperf. plate proofs. Exceedingly rare 
and probably unique (see photo). 

Hl33: Voortrekker ld. overprint inverted, block of four. 2d. ovp. double block of four, 
2d. no stop in 1>air and block. 

1944: 1 /- overprint inverted, two pairs, one of greatest George VI rarities. 
Dues J 923: The rare 5d., S.G.D. 17a, two pairs. 5d. ovp. double rare. .3d. rare trans

posed overprint. )farginal block of four. 
1931: -}d. to 6d., complete set of five imperf. plate proofs. Very rare. 
Officials, 1929: Complete set, blocks and pairs. Rare. 

All enquiries are welcomed, and want lists will receive prom1>t, courteous 
attention. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
Box No. 1607 Hours 10 a.m.-2.30 p.m. Phones: Office 33-8494, Residence 43-1519 

fillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll1rn 
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P. 0. Box 4 0 I 2 . 
Will Advertisers, Exchange Magazines, Society Secretaries and other correspondents 

please note that our only address is P.O. Box 4012, Johannesburg. 

Some correspondence is still being addressed to Box 70 I 2, which has not been ours for 
over a year. This means delay! 

CONGRESS and EXHIBITION 
Congress. The Philatelic Society of Johan

nesburg will be host this year for the Twelfth 
Philatelic Congress of Southern Africa. It 
will be held in the Duncan Hall (Municipal 
Buildings) on October 25-28; business will be 
dealt with on the first three days, the fourth, 
it is hoped, will be for social functions only. 
Notices of the meeting should be in the hands 
of the constituent societies by the time they 
read this. Any communications should be 
sent to the Federation Secretary, P.O. Box 
4012, Johannesburg. 

.Exhibition. The host society is staging- a 
~ ational Exhibition in connection with Con
gress and this will be in the Selborne Hall 
(Municipal Buildings) for the period October 
23-28. Preliminary notices have already been 
circulated, but full prospectuses with classifi
cation of exhibits, rules and entry forms are 
now obtainable from the Hon. Sec. of the So
ciety, P.O. Box 4967. Johannesburg. Points 
to be noted particularly are: 

(a) Entries, together with a short descrip
tion of the exhibit, must be ~n by 1st August. 
This apparently early date is necessary for 
the preparation of the Exhibition Catalogue 
and also to g-ive the organising committee 
some idea of how many plaques it will be nec
essary to order for awards. 

(b) Exhibits themselves must arrive by 5th 
October; exhibitors will be notified personally 
during August where to send them. By hav
ing them at this, ag-ain an apparently early 
date, the committee hope to have the judging 

finished in time to have the names ,of winners 
engraved on their awards, so that the plaques 
may be presented at the Exhibition. 

(c) The committee have adopted the pro
cedure in force at the recent London Inter
national Exhibition, viz., exhibitors need not 
send their full collections (running perhaps 
to many volumes), but only a maximum of two 
albums or approximately 120 &heets. They will 
naturally send the cream of the collection 
they are entering, but with it need only send 
a moderately detailed description of the por
tion not sent. 'l'his must be certified .by some 
reliable authority as correct, and for thi& pur
P'.ose the various Societies in the Federation 
have been asked to act as "Commissioners,', 
a_nd, when asked, to check up on the descrip
tions. 

* CYRENAICA 
Collectors and dealers alike are having 

headaches over where to classify the stamps 
-of this former Italian colony. Gibbons have 
relegated it to the Foreign Section of their 
catalogue, but most dealers have included it 
in their new issue services for collectors of 
British Colonials. This would seem to be logi
cal seeing that the stamps were issued under 
the authority :of a British Military Govern
ment, and, we understand, are also obtainable 
through the Crown Ag-ents. They would at 
any rate seem to be as much a British Empire 
issue as stamp,s issued in Burma by the Jap
anese during their occupation, which Gibbons 
include as British Empire stamps. 
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Union Notes -] 
Sub-Editor: Mr. N. Sheffield, Box 99, 

Cleveland, Transvaal. 
~----■ ••••••••••••••••••••• 

The Distinguishing Headplate Flaws in the 
Two Printings of the "E" Control 
Stamps 

Writing from Cape Town in connection with 
Mr. G. N. Gilbert's recent discovery of the 
employment of two different vignette cylin
ders in the printing of the ld. Rotogravure 
"E" Control stamps (issued 1930), Mr. A. H. 
Sydow has submitted the following notes and 
accompanying sketches to illustrate the dis
tinguishing f ea tu res on the control blocks. 

Figure 1 depicts Headplate No. 1 and shows 
the position of a small black dot ( exagge
rated in the sketch) which is present in the 
second column of dashes representing the 
sun's rays radiating from above Table Moun
tain. It wil1 be found in the top half of the 
sheet on the Afrikaans inscribed stamp of 
Row 6/N o. 12 amd shown in Figure 3 as one 
of the block. of four adjacent to the Control 
letter and four-figure cyclometer numbers of 
the printings A, B and E issued between May 
and September, 1930. These, for the Union 
philatelic purposes given on pages 49/50 of 

-----'- --=---=-->, ~~;;.: *·J-t.S. 
fL. F\1f:.. t'(o. I. 

Figure 1. 
Sketch No. 1. 

our April number are called A, Bl and E2 
respectively. The dot also appears on the Bl 
sheets overprinted "Official-Offisieel" and the 
A sheets overprinted S. W .A. 

Figure 2 of Head plate No. 2 illustrates. the 
famous "broken mast" flaw and black oot, 
marked "B" and "A" in this sketch. This 
flaw appeared on the English inscribed stamp 
of Row 5/No. 12 in the block adjoining the 
Control letter and four figure cyc1ometer 
numbers of the printings B, D and E, which 
for the reasons already given are in turn 
called B2, D and El-see Figure 4. 

Mr. Sydow mentions that the E2 block in 
his possession bears the high number of "E 
8752" as depicted in Figure 3 and that he 
holds an El block-"broken mast" variety
numbered "E 9445." .This i:s the highest 
~yclometer number he has in the series and 
the end numeral "5" is halfway below the 
level of the other figures printed on the sheet 
margin, i.e., "dropped numeral" variety. His 
lowest number is "0001 A" and others in his 
collection are numbered "0718 F" and "0323 
E" (El). 

Varieties in the Large Pictorial 2d. Plum 
Coloured Frame Printing 

There appears to be general agreement in 
the opinion that the change to the plum 
coloured frame in the production of the.recent 
2d. postage stamp, printed from cylinders 
"2" and "37," is a vast improvement on what 
one correspondoot called the "violent violet" 

I. 

- .--=--::::::---=------=--:_;;;~Rs . -~~~---- .. 
- PL.. ~-r E. N~ 2. 

Figure 2. 
Sketch No. 2. 
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of the previous issue, and apart from a few 
small spots dotted here and there and one or 
two interesting blemishes, the stamps are 
generally free from flaws. 

Of the few varieties present, Mr. A. Lichten
stein, of Bloemfontein, me•ntions two collect
able items, one of which takes the form of 
a smudge near the top left hand corner of 
the 1st stamp in Row 11, and the other, a 
"searchlight beam" at the extreme right of 
the 5th stamp in Row 17. These, together 
with the list received from Mr. I. Dekenah, 
Cape Town, are included in the schedule set 
out below. 

Row 1/1: Short lines cutting top frame 
above "SU" of SUID-AFRIKA. 

Row 1/3: Short lines cuttfo1g top frame 
above "KA" of SUID-AFRIKA. 

Row 1/5: Cut in right hand frame lines 
near top corner. 

Row 11/1: Smudge on left hand frame line 
near top corner. 

Row 17 /5: "Searchlight beam" right hand 
side of right tower. 

Row 18/2: White spot top right hand corner 
of frame. 

Row 19;2: Two dots in sky. 

All-Screened Printing of the 3d. Pictorial 
Stamps Obsolete 

A recent Bulletin issued by the Post Office 
Publicity Officer (Philatelic Section), Pretoria, 
states that sheets of the threepenny stamps 
(saeened variety) bearing cylinder numbers 
44A and 44B are no longer availabl'e. The 
printing of this issue has been discontinued 
as a large stock of the old variety, without 
cylinder numbers, is still held. 

Cylinder Numbers of Current Postage Due 
Stamps 

The same communication contains the 
information that the ld. and 3d. postage due 
stamps are now printed from cylinders num
bered as follows: 

ld.: Exterior, 33 (new); Interior, 39 (old). 
3d.: Exterior, 33 (new); Interior, 6921 (old). 

Details of the New 2d. "Small" Pictorial 
Issue 

The smaller 2d. pictorial stamp mentioned 
in last month's Union Notes and issued by 
the Department of Posts and Teletraphs as 
an ec0tnomy :measure to provide for the in
creased consumption of these stamps when 
the higher inland letter rate came into force 
on May 15th, is at the time of writing rapidly 
taking the place of its immediate predeces
sor-the larger production printed from cylin
ders "2" and "37 ." The latter, an annom:1ced 
in the Department's Bulletin, was only a tem
porary issue to be shortly replaced by a stamp 
reduced in size to that of the current ld. post
age stamp, and in consequence is likely to be 
obsolete by the end of May or the early part 
of June. 

The smaller stamp, produced in sheets of 
240 from cylinders numbered "6927" Internal 
and "50" External, is somewhat similar in 
shade and general appearance to the larger 
temporary issue, but the plum coloured frame 
of the small stamp has more of a purplish 
tone than the lilac tint in the larger size and 
further, the vignettes of this latest stamp 
are at present appearitng in a darker shade 
of blue (mineral blue in the Stamp Collectors' 
Colour Chart of 1949). 

A letter received from Mr. A. H. Sydow 
draws attention to a note in our May issue 
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regarding the preparation of the glass dia
positives for the new stamps. He confirms 
that the vignettes of the large 2d. and those 
of the small 2d. were taken from the same 
master negative, but points out that t~is was 
not so in the case of the frames for different 
master frame negatives and mas_ter frame dE;
signs were emplored. He men~ic:ms that this 
can be easily verified by exammmg, say, the 
bottom left hand bottom corner of a stamp 
from each of the two printings and it will 
be at once evident that the frames of the 
larger type are lined with horizo;zital lines, 
whereas those of the smaller size are not 
lined. 

This latest producti?n . has all th~ pleasin_g 
features of the issue it is superseding and is 
particularly free from dots and printing 
flaws. The only two varieties _so far n?ted 
as likely to be worthy of collecting are given 
under the summary of the main characteris
tics set out below: 

(1) Stamps.-Rotogravure printed: Vig
nettes and frames screened ( cross-lined pat
tern): Size 2H x 17¼ mm.: Perforated 14 x 
15: Watermark, multiple Springbok's Head, 
facing left (normal). 

(2) Colours and Cylinders.-Plum frames 
and dark slate-blue centres: Vignette cylinder 
No. 6927 and frame No. 50, imprinted in re
spective colours on bottom margin of sheet 
directly below stamps 19 and 20 in the 12th 
row, i.e., right hand bottom corner with sheet 
held in horizontal (normal reading) position. 

(3) Sheet Format.-12 rows by 20 stamps 
per row (240): First stamp on sheet inscribed 
in English. 

(4) Sheet Numbers and Arrows.-Four num
bers in red printed twice on bottom margin: 
Four marginal arrows in same colour as frame 
a;zid similar to the type illustrated as No. 9 
on page 48 of the Union Standard Catalogue. 

(5) Varieties.-Row 1/15: Hook mark at 
left side of left hand tower. Row 3/6: Broken 
"d" in value tablet. 

"Voortrekker" ld. Value-Additional Printing 
Flaw 
Mr. I. Dekenah, Cape Town, records a 

constant printing flaw on the ld. Voortrekker 
Commemorative Stamps for additi0+n to the 
previous lists: 

Row 5/3: Broken "F" in AFRICA. 

Overprint Spacings on the ls. Brown Marginal 
Arrow "Officials" 

We are indebted to Mr. J. Robertson, of the 
Robertson Stamp Co., for the opportunity of 
recording details of the overprint spacings on 
the top and bottom halves of a sheet of the ls. 
''Officials" recently issued and recorded in our 
May number as having appeared on the sheets 
bearing the brown marginal arrows: 

Rows Overprint Spacings 

Nos. 1 to 5 Stamps Nos. 1 to 5 20 mm. 
Stamp No. 6 19} mm. 

Stamp No. 1 20 mm. 
Nos. 6 to 10 Stamp No. 2 19 mm. 

Sbimp No. 3 19} mm. 
Stamps Nos. 4 to 6 20 mm. 

Nos. 11 to 15 Stamps Nos. 1 to 5 20 mm. 
Stamp No. 6 19½ mm. 

Stamp No. 1 20 mm. 
Nos. 16 to 20 Stamp No. 2 19 mm. 

Stamp No. 3 19½ mm. 
Stamps Nos. 4 to 6 20 mm. 

Stamp No. 6 in the 5th row has a quad 
mark covering the bottom section of the right 
hand value tablet. The letters in a number 
of the overprints appear i;n a broken or poorly 

· formed condition, and Mr. Robertson under
stands that following the sale of a portion of 
the issue the remainder of the sheets were 
destroyed. He was also given to understand 
that all future overprints would be produced 
from plates. 

The Origin of the Designs on Three of the 
Union National Defence Stamps 

Mr. A. H. Sydow, in reminiscent mood, has 
penned a most interesting little Union Postal 
History sketch of his earlier days when he 
attended the South African College High 
School, Cape Town, and was a fellow student 
of the well-known South African artist, Alfred 
Neville Lewis. He brings to light the fact 
that in addition to the portrait of the Airman 
on the Hd. Union National Defence stamp, 
the design on two of the other values in this 
series were based. on paintings by Mr. Lewis, 
and we have pleasure in publishing Mr. 
Sydow's letter on the subject. 

He writes as follows: 
1. The portrait of the Nurse on the conven

tional sized ld. stamp and the miniature ld. 
stamp-S.G. 36 and 44. 

2. The portrait of the Airman on the con
ventional sized Hd. stamp and the miniature 
Hd. stamp (S.G. 37 and 47). 

3. The portrait of the Sailor on the medium 
sized 2d. stamp a•nd the miniature 2d. stamp 
(S.G. 38 and 46). 

(The S.G. numbers above are the illustra
tion numbers in the 1950 catalogue.) 

The above were adapted from paintings by 
my old class-mate, Alfred Neville Lewis, the 
South African artist. Lewis, like myself, was 
born and bred in Cape Town, the city of 
"woodblock" fame, and educated at the South 
African College High School. During 1912, 
Lewis and I shared a desk at the old school. I 
vividly recollect that one day i•n class the late 
Mr. A. E. Griffiths, M.A., then vice-principal, 
discovered some of Lewis' exercise books which 
portrayed profile and full-faced pencil sketches 
of the Head and other masters and the Vice 
himself. Addressing Lewis, Mr. Griffiths said: 
"I see that you have adorned your scribblers 
with my physiognomy. Was this done in 
class?" Lewis, with bowed head, guiltily ad
mitted: "Yes, sir." "As a punishment," .said 
the Vice1 "you s:hall draw portraits for the 
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School Magazine." "Yes, sir," replied Lewis 
as he straightened up. Lewis did so with 
great gusto. 

This evening I turned up my old copies of 
the "Sacs Magazine" for the September and 
December quarters of 1912, which contained 
replicas of some of the original drawings in 
profile and otherwise of the Head, the Vice, 
the masters and some of the "Sacsoniams" of 
those days. After leaving SACS, encouraged 
largely by Mr. Griffiths, Lewis proceeded over
seas in pursuance of his art studies. To-day 
he is one of the Union's leading exponents 
in the art of handling the "brush" and the 
"palette." The motto of our "Alma_ Mater" 
is "Spectemur Agendo"-"Let Us Be See•n By 
Our Works." Some of the artistic works of 
Alfred NevHle Lewis are seen on the Union's 
National Defence postage stamps. Was it not 
Shakespeare who prognosticated these "Lewis 
stamps"? Yes, it was. See "King Henry VI, 
Part III." 

SILVER JUBILEES 
PRICED SINGLY-Mint and Used 

Antigua Br. Solomons Gibraltar 
ld. 5d. 7d, l½d. 1/3 1/3 2d. 9d. 1/-
l½d. 9d. lld, 3d. 10/- 10/- 3d. 2/3 3/-
2½d. 7/- 7/- 1/- 12/6 15/- 6d. 4/- 6/-
1/- 14/- 14/6 Canada 1/- 9/- 10/6 

le. 2d. 2d. 
Ascension 2c. 3d. ld. Gilberts 

l½d, 3/6 3/9 3c. 4d. ld. l½d. 2/6 3/6 
2d. 6/- 7/- 5c. 2/- 1/5 3d. 15/- 17 /6 
5d. 17/- 17/- l0c. 1/9 1/3 1/- 46/- 46/-
1/- 65/- 65/- 13c. 5/- 2/t 

Australia 
Cayman Gold Coast 

l½d. 3d. 4d. ld. 3d. 4d. 
2d. 3d. 2d. 2½d. 2/3 2/~ 3d. 3/- 3/6 
3d. 2/3 2/- 6d. 5/- 5/6 6d. 7/6 9/6 
2/- 18/- 18/- 1/- 6/6 9/- 1/- 13/- 15/-

Bahamas Ceylon 
Grenada 

l}d. 1/- 1/3 6c. 3d. 2d. 
9c. 1/6 1/- ½d. 2d. 4d. 

2½d. 2/9 3/3 20c. 2/6 2/- ld. 5d. 7d. 
6d. 7/- 7/- 50c. 7/6 2/- l½d. 2/3 2/6 
1/- 15/- 15/- Cook Is. 1/- 11/- 14/-

Barbados ld. 6d. 1/-
Hong-Kong ld. 6d. 7d. 6d. 12/6 13/{ 

l½d. 8d. 9d. Cyprus 3d. 2d. 2d. 
2½d. 5/6 6/6 :1P• 3d. 3d 5c. 8d. 5d. 

1/- 15/- 16/6 l½d. 1/- II- 10c. 2/6 2/6 
2½p. 3/- 3/- 20c. 5/6 6/-

Basutoland 
ld. 3d. ~d. 9p. 11/6 11/f India 
2d. 1/3 3/- Dominica l½a. 6d. Id. 
3d. 2/- 4/6 ld. 4d. Sd 2½a. 1/3 6d. 
6d. 3/6 6/- l½d. 9d. 1/- 3½a. 1/9 11:1 

Z½d. 6/- 6/- Sa. 6/- 3/3 
Ber.muda 1/- 12/- 14/-

ld. 6d. Sd. Falklands Jamaica 
l½d. 10d. 1/- ld. 3d. 5d. ld. 3d. 2d. 
2½d. 6/- 7/- 2½d. 1/6 2/'l l½d. Sd. 6d. 
1/- 14/6 16/- 4d. 3/- 3/f 6d. 5/- 5/6 

Br. Guiana 1/- 6/6 7/( 1/- 8/- 9/-: 

2c. 4d. 4d. Fiii Kenya l½d. Sd. 10d. 
6c. 3/3 2/6 2d. 1/6 2/- Zi0c. 4d. 2d. 
12c. 6/6 5/6 3d. 4 /6 r.1 30c. 2/- 2/-
24c. 9/- 11/6 1/- 10/- 12/- 65c. 4/- 4/-

Br. Honduras Gambia 1/- 6/6 6/6 
3c. Sd. 10d. Hd. 4d. 7rl Leewards 
4c. 1/6 2/- 3d. 2/3 3/- l½d. 9d. 1/3 
5c. 3/3 3/6 6d. 4/- 4/6 2½d. 4/6 5/-
25c, 7/- 9/- 1/- 8/6 10/- 1/- 12/- 14/-

ALSO ALL OTHERS AVAILABLE- SINGLY. DO 
COMPLETE YOUR SETS NOW-IT INCREASES 

'I'HEIR VALUE.· 

THE GLOBE STAMP CO., LTD. 
Licensed Valuers 

433 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 
Telephones: Temple Bar 0777-0778 - Office hours, 9-6 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti~ 
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Sierra Leone. Full Gibbons Catalogue 
prices offered for superb used copies of 
S.G. Numbers 49, 51 to 53, 78 to 80, 
86A, 94 to 96, 123, 124, 126, 127, 146 
to 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182, 
Johannesburg. 

Union Booklets, covers and panes with 
borders, mint. Urgently required. 

Dr. C. Murray, Kuilsriver. 

Urgently wanted, collections of Union 
and Germany. 

L. White, Box 9825, Johannesburg. 

Give BWI for Africans. Geo. VI Colonies 
or HCT's only. Write and propose: 

Antilles Stamp Co., Barbados, BWI. 

NORWAY 
Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. report that 

15th May was due to see the issue of three 
stamps (15, 25 and 45 ore) commemorating 
the 900th anniversary of the foundation of 
the city of Oslo. 

~··························~···1 
The PHILATELIC 

MAGAZINE 
( estab. 1875) 

is yaur illustrated guide to world 
collecting ! 

Annual sub.: 10/-. 
Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUB LI CA no NS LTD. 
445, Strand, London:~ W.C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 

R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, 

l. • • _. • .... ~:h.a~~~s~~r.g~ • •. • • • • • • ~ 
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I Correspondence I 
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AN UNCATALOGUED "CAPE" ERROR 
The Editor, "S.A. Philatelist" 

Sir,-Can any South African philatelist 
C0tnfirm the position of an uncatalogued 
•~error" in the setting of the "Four Pence on 
6d." surcharge of the Cape of Good Hope 
(S.G. 27) of 17th November, 1868? The error 
consists of the second word misspelt "Penee." 
I came across an example in an old stuck
down collection, some years ago, but could 
find no reference to it in any of the stamdard 
books and articles dealing with the Cape 
"Rectangles." Cape specialists to whom I 
showed it (including lVlr. R. A. F. Riesco) 
were sceptical and mclined to dismiss it as 
~ "filled up" letter, probably because it was 
a very inferior specimen. 
; Recently I sent it to my friend, Mr. A. A. 
Jurgens, who writes me that he has been 
shown a second, and much more clearly 
printed copy by Mr. Gregory, of Cape Town. 
The impression of the surcharge is identical 
with the copy that I found, thus conprming 
that such an "error" did, in fact, occur. 

From Mr. Jurgetns I understand that in days 
gone by complete panes of sixty of the "Four 
Pence" surcharge were sold by the late Mr. 
Cyrus Martin, of Darling Street, Cape Town, 
and it seems just possible that one or more 
of these may have been preserved in South 
African collections. It seems strange that 
such a prominent printer's error should have 
failed to fitnd its way into the catalogues, 
whereas the "Peuce"error has long been recog
nised. 

DOUGLAS B. ARMSTRONG. 

SHORT NOTICES 
Philatelic Contac't. We have received copies 

of this fairly recently started little quarterly 
magazine, issued by Arthur Blair, 26 Lan
caster Grove, London N.W. 3, at 2s. 6d. post 
free per annum. It has short articles of gen
eral interest, adverts., Personal Pars, etc. 

London Postal Can().ellations. Mr. H. F. 
Johnson, of 44 Fleet Street, London E.C. 4, 
will shortly be publishing a book on the Postal 
Cancellations of London, 1840-1890, by H. C. 
Westley, at 45s. The author has had access 
to the records iu the G.P.O., and the work is 
exhaustive, with a mass of new information. 

Ger-rnan Colonial Cancellatfons. Collectors 
interested in these should make contact with 
E. Heide of (24a) Balje Ueber Stade, Brit
ish Zone, Germany, who has several new books 
on the stamps and cancellations of German 
Colonies, Post Off ices abroad, etc. Further 
particulars can be supplied on applicati:on. 

British West Indian Philatelist. Mr. E. F. 
Aguilar, P.O. Box 406, Kingston, Jamaica, 
has sent a copy of this litle magazine, which 

is being published quarterly at 5s. per annum, 
post free. It is meant to deal mainly with 
first flights, postmarks, postal history . and 
any general information or news from the 
islands. 

Cuba. Thanks to the Philatelic Division of 
the Compania Comercial "Las Gallias," S.A., 
Box 676, Havana, for a first day cover with 
special stamp honouring the centenary of 
General Enrique Collazo. The company runs 
a first day cover service. 

* NETHERLANDS AND INDIES 
"Mijn Stokpaardje" for April mentions 

that in 1952 an international exhibition is to 
be held in Holland, two of the main features 
being a philatelic exhibition and an exhibiti!on 
concerning the Netherlands Telegraphs. Both 
of these postal activities celebrate their 100th 
year and the occasion will, 110 doubt, be com
memorated by a special issue of stamps. 

The Philatelic Exhibition and the Tele
graphs sections will be under direction of the 
postal authorities in collabomtion with the 
directorate of the Postal Museum. 

The March number of the ''Nederlandsch 
Maandblad voor Philatelie" contains a sum
mary of stamps having currency in the Re
publiek Indonesia Serikat obtained from of
ficial sources which are quoted. These are: 

(a) Stamps printed by the Postal Section 
of the Republiek Indonesia after the return 
of the Government to Djohjakarta (Batavia) 
of the value of 100 sen and 150 sen showing 
the national flag· on a stormy ocean. These 
are known imperf orate only. 

(b) Republiek Indonesia stamps printed 
outside Indonesia-the notorious "Staats 
druckerei, Wien" issue. 

( c) Pre-federal stamps: the numeral types, 
temple types and the two U.P.U. stamps. 

(d) Stamps mentioned in (a), (b) and (c) 
above provided with an overprint-still to be 
issued. 

( e) The new stamp of 15 sen issued on 17th 
January of this year, showing the Republican 
flag against a background of a mountain 
(mentioned in the previous month's news). 

There are two governments functioning in 
the Indies-the Federal Government and that 
of the Republiek Indonesia, each having its 
own currency and issuing its own stamps. 

The magazine quoted has a full description 
of the stamps known but it would appear that 
without a fair amount of study it would be 
unwise to acquire any of them without know
ledge of their origin. 

.J.W.S. 

* CORRESPONDENCE AND EXCHANGE 
Mr. Malcolm Barker, of 109 Lansdowne 

Place, Hove, Sussex, England, age 17, is 
specialising in South African stamps. He finds 
it difficult to get various stamps and details 
locally, and would like to correspond with 
someone in the Union, preferably one inter
ested in British and British Colonial stamps 
generally. 
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SEYCHELLES. KING GEORGE VI 

M. u. M. u. 
1938-50. Chalky Paper. 75c. grey - blue 95/- £6 
*2c. purple 6d. *75c. lilac .. . . 2/-
*2.c. white back 3d. lr. green £6 
*2c. brn.-purple ld. 2d. *lr. black Z/-
*3c. green 3/6 3/- *lr.50c. ultram. 5/-
*3c. dp. orange 6d. *2'r,25c. olive 6/6 
*3c. orange . . 2d. 4d. 5r. lake . . .. 12/6 
6c. orange 4/- 5/-

1938-50. Ordinary Paper. *6c. grey-green 2/- 2/-
*6c. green 3d. *2c. purple 3d. 
9c. scarlet .. 5/- 5/6 *3c. orange 4d. 6d. 

*9c. grey-blue 6d. 8d. *6c. green 6d. 
*9c. blue 3d. *9c. dull blue 9d. 
12c. mauve 9/6 10/6 *15c. brn. lake 1/6 
15c. brn.-carm. 3/6 3/- *15c. brn.-red 5d. 

*18c. marone *18c. marone 9d. 
lake 1/6 9d. *20c. yel.-ochre 9d. 

*18c. brt.marone 6d. *20c. ochre 6d. 
*20c. blue 7/6 11/- *30c. blue .. . . 8d. 

20c. yellow 7/6 2/6 *45c. deep pur.-
25c. yellow 30/- 40/- brn. 1/3 
30c. claret 12/6 17/6 *50c. violet 1/6 

*30c. blue . . 1/6 1/6 *75c. blue-violet 1/(i 
*45c. pale pur.- ~•Ir. black 2/6 

brn. 2/- 1/6 ~•lr.50c. ultram. 2/9 
*45c. purp.-brn. lld. . *2r.25c. brn.-
*50c. violet 2/6 2/6 olive 4/2 
*50c. mauve lld. *5r. red .. . . 9/-

Stamps marked * can be supplied in mint blocks of 
four - Air Mail /Postage ,Extra. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED 
86 Strand, London, W.C.2. England. 

(Established over 50 years) 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

It is a fact th.at there has been a falling off in 
the sale of stamps ( and, of course, other things as 
well) yet we can honestly affirm that our sales for 
1950 are well above those of 1949. Our stock is 
no bigger ; our prices are not lower, so it is the 
stamps themseln•s which are doing the trick, and 
to be quite candid, if there is a general improvement 
in trade we are afraid that as far as we are con
cerned we'll be oYerwhelmed, so popular are K.G. VI 
stamps. ,ve know the old collector looks askance 
at them (they ahvays did, we rmnember the same 
with ILG. V stamps and e,·en King l<Jdward issues) 
but the average collector of to-day, not only wants 
to collect stampi,, but he also wants security for his 
outlay, and without a doubt he stands a much bet
ter chance of getting at !Past a substantial portion 
back of what he spends, if he decides to sell out, 
if he invests in K.G. Y[ stamps, than he does with 
any other group. 

Anyhow there is no more fascinating gToup, and 
if you want to buy at rock bottom and get the pick 
of the market, give the specialist firm a chance to 
serve you. Yon thereby save cash and time. Our 
air-list only costs 6s. a year, and to an active col
lector it will save its co8t the first month, if you 
are a buyer. 

The Commonwealth 
Sta.mp Coy, 

7 Leather Lane, Liverpool 2. 

PRE- STOCKl:N:G OFFERS 
ENTIRE COVERS . 

ANGLO-BOER WAR, 1900-02 
Registered G.B. envelopes, with additional lei • 
lilac, etc., used in S.A. Field and Army P.O.s; 

Per dozen assorted covers, 15/6. 

WORLD WAR I 
Union used in S,W.A. 1916/22', many interesting 
postmarks. /Per dozen assorted covers, 12/6. 

WORLD WAR II 
Union and G.B. used in Egypt, and various 
Field, etc., P.O.s, many registered. Per dozen 

assorted covers, 12/6. 

SPECIAL OFFER 
dozen of each of above three different kinds, 

for only 35/- nett, post free, c.w.o. 

APPROVAL SELECTIONS 
at specially reduced stocktaking prices available 

on request against usual references. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN, 
B.P.A. 

BOX 576, BLOEMFONTEIN 

BRITISH 
COLONIALS 

* * * 
Superb Stamps at Investment Prices. 

* * * 
Want Lists receive prom pt personal 

attention. 

* * * 
Approval Selections willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

* * * 
P. 0. V. WARREN, 

87 
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J.-Some Old Marks 
Articles on the T.P.O.s of Southern Africa 

were published by the writer in the "South 
African Philatelist," Vol. 16, 1940, p. 186 and 
Vol. 17, 1941, p. 32. References to these ar
ticles made in this communication will be to 
"my original articles." 

The first T.P.O. in Cape Colony started in 
1883 and operated between Cape Town and 
.Victoria West Road, which was as far as the 
main line to the north reached at that date. 
A number of additions have been made to the 
old Cape marks described in my original ar
ticles, but they are all what might be called 
"minor varieties," i.e., with di1f erences in 
index letters and such like; no •new types of 
this period have been found. The orily one 
deserving special mention is a T.P.O. DOWN 
mark dated 29th January, 1884~ four years 
earlier than anything previously described. 

The one great desideratum of the old Cape 
marks is that of the short-lived Uitenhage 
T.P.O. (1894-97), •no specimen of which has 
yet been recorded. 

There have recently come to light, how
ever, both official information and specimens 
relating to the Orange Free State and Trans
vaal T.P.O. services of the period 1894-1900, 
about both of which very little was previously 
known. 

The Union Postal Administration has re
cently appointed a historian on its staff, and 
I am indebted to him for the following infor
mation. This was dug out from the "Jaar
verslag van de Postmeester-General, Z.A.R., 
1894," and from certain of the "Staats-Sekre
tarisstukke." It is to this effect: 

The Z.A.R. Travelling Post Office (Reisende 
Poskantoor, or R.P.K.) commenced operations 
on 15/11/94, concurrently with a similar. ser
vice wnder the control of the Orange Free 
State Administration. The route served was 
between Norvalspont (Cape Colo:ny-O.V.S. 
border) and Vaalrivier (now Viljoensdrift, just 
across the Vaal from Vereeniging-O.V.S. and 
Z.A.R. border), or in other words, rig,ht 
through the Orange Free State. 

On the section N orvalspont to Bloemfon
tein the T.P.O. was worked by Cape Colony 
officials at the expense of the O.V.S. Adminis
tration, which also supplied ( among other 
minor articles unspecified) the necessary 
obliterating stamps. 

On the section Bloemfontein to Vaalrivier 
the operating of the T.P.O. was done by Z.A.R. 
officials at the expense of the Transvaal Act
ministration, which also supplied the cancel
ling stamps. 

That was the initial arrangement made in 
1894, but from 1st J a11marJ', 1895, the Z.A.R. 

assumed control of the operating of the T.P.O. 
right through the Free State from Norvals
pont to Johannesburg, also meeting the ex
pense involved. On 1st January, 1899, the 
Z.A.R., however, gave the O.V.S. notice of 
its intention to close the service on 30th June, 
1899. 

Another point emerging from the hunt 
through the old records mentioned, is that 
the P.M.G. of the Z.A.R. had decided on 1/3/99 
that the service should henceforth operate 
only between Kroonstad (half-way between 
Bloemfontein and Vaalrivier) and Johannes
burg. Presumably by that time the person
nel of the Johamnesburg P.O. was able to cope 
with the sorting of the mails without the aid 
of the T.P.O. 

The official records give no information 
about the wording, etc., of the actual oblite
rators used, but a little light can be thrown 
on these from one or two recently found 
speci;rnens, although the story is not yet quite 
complete. 

O.V.S., R.P.K. 
("R.P.K." stamds for "Reisende Pos Kan

toor" : Travelling Post Office.) 
Only one specimen of the marks of this 

service has so far been recorded. See Fig. 1. 
This mark is a transit one on the back of a 
cover sent from Burghersdorp, Cape Colony 
(then in occupation by Free State forces) to 
Bloemfontei•n in early 1900. Whether this was 
the type of mark which had been in use since 
1894 or not is not known. Presumably there 
was a "South" mark as companion to this 
"North" one. 

O.R.C., T.P.O. 
After the Anglo-Boer War civil T.P.O.s 

started operating again, amd over the stretch 
of railway through the Free State the start 
was on 20th September, 1902. Information 
about this service has been, and still is, rather 
vague, although references have been made 
to an Orange Free State T .P .0. and to a 
Transvaal T.P.O. 

Fig. 1 Fig. 2 

So far as the Transvaal section is concerned, 
there can be recorded TRANSVAAL T.P.O.s 
UP, Nos. 1 and3,andaTRANSVAALT.P.O./ 
EUROPEAN MAIL UP. These rather suggest 
a daily service and a special one once a week 
in connection with the mail boats from Eng
land. So far as the Orange Free State ( or, 
more correctly for the period, Orange River 
Colony) T.P.O. was concerned, no information 
was then available. 
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Now a little light has been thrown on this 
by the recent recording by Mr. Norman Hill 
("T.P.O.," Vol. 2, 1948, p. 66) of the mark 
illustrated in Fig. 2. The year of this is un
fortunately illegible, but the mark is cancel
ling a K.E. VII O.R.C. stamp. 

This Free State T.P.O. is understood to have 
dropped out in 1919, but the Transvaal T.P.O. 
cootinued, as it does to-day, covering the sec
tion of Jine from Johannesburg to De Aar. 

Z.A.R., R.P.K. 
There have recently come to light speci

mens of the Z.A.R. R.P.K. marks, all, so far, 
as back-stamps on postcards or envelopes. 

One, shown in Fig. 3, is "R.P.K. TERUG." 
With Johannesburg as railway headquarters, 
this would be equivalent to "T.P.O. UP" 
(Terug : Back). 

The companion to this, used in the reverse 
direction, i.e., from Johannesburg, or 
"DOWN," is "R.P.K. HEENH (Heen : Away). 

Fig. 3 

I have not yet seen a complete specimen 
of the "Heen'' mark, although I have several 
})artial specimens, all on loose Z.A.R. stamps 
and sufficiently large to be sure of their 
nature. 

Actually, the existence of this mark was 
recorded in 1938 by Geldhof in his "Stamps 
of the Orange Free State," but without his 

· realising its significance. On p. 56 of his book 
he says: "An interesting item in the writer's 
collection is a cover bearing two penny stamps 
and a halfpenny of the Ora,nge Free State 
postmarked 'R.P.K. Reen, Z.A.R., Jan. '98." 
The initials Z.A.R., of cours-e, show that the 
cover was cancelled in the South African 
Republic (Transvaal): 

From what has been brought to light above 
by the Union Postal Historian it is probable 
that the cancellation was done in the Z.A.R. 
R.P .K. somewhere between Vaalrivier and 
Bloemfontein, the cover having been posted 
on the train in the O.F.S. 

(To be continued) 

* (NO POTATOES WANTED) 
Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. forward the 

following: 
Following a press report that "stamps" ihad 

been issued in Tristan da Cunha with de
nominations in potatoes, we wrote to the Ad
ministration. The foUowing reply has just 
been received from the Administrator of the 
Island: '' ... the press report that postage 
stamps had been issued for this island pur
chasable with potatoes is entirely without 

foundation and believed to be a 'stunt' for the 
benefit of cruise tourists. I should be very 
grateful for anything you can do to discredit 
this story, which is giving much unnecessary 
work, as well as causing grave danger to the 
island by the introduction of blight in parcels 
of mouldy potatoes sent by thoughtless and 
misinformed philatelists!" 

* BRITISH PHILATELIC AGENCY IN 
AMERICA 

Both dealers and collectors like things made 
easy for them in the U.S.A. In addition to 
having a philatelic bureau for their own coun
try's stamps, they can get at face value the 
stamps of a number of th~ Latin American 
Republics, Monaco, Liberia and other coun- • 
tries. 

Now Britain is opening an office in Wash
ington where they will be able to obtain all 
British Colonial stamps just as dealers can 
obtain them from the Crown Agents in 
London. 

No wonder used British Colonials are harder 
to obtain than unused, but where does the 
fun of collecting come in when everything is 
made so e~sy? 

AUSTRALIA 
Major N. Welsford forwards the following 

information received from MEssrs. Orlo-Smith 
and Co., Melbourne, about certain stamps. 

The 2½d. Peace Stamp has been found with
out watermark, about 750 copies believed tQ 
have been so issued. They are selling at £5 
each. 

Controversy is raging about the status of 
the following: 

ls. small Lyre imperf .. A pair recently 
fetched £42 at auction. 

4d. Koala, 9d. Platypus and 2½d. Short
land, all imperf., have been on offer for s•ome 
time. A block of four Koala was sold for 
£77 10s. 

A 2½d. K.G. VI tete beche pair fetched £63. 
It is understood that it has been officially 

announced that there have been thefts of such 
items from the printing vvorks. 

* U.S.A. 
There appeared at \Vashington D.C. on 20th 

April the ''National Capital Sesquicentennial 
Commemorative." (The big word means ,150 
years!) A 3c blue stamp, it features the 
statue :of Freedom which surmounts the dome 
of the capitol in Washington. 'Thanks to our 
correspondent, Mr. George R. Rankin, for a 
first day cover. 

On 29th April Railroad Engineers were 
honoured with a 3c stamp, the central design 
being a portrait of ''Casey" Jones superim
posed on a locomotive wheel. Jones was an 
engine driver who sacrificed his life in the 
performance of his duty, and has become sym
bolic of the courage of engineers, immortalised 
in railroad annals and in song. 
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By A. LICHTENSTEIN. 
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March is "Budget-time" in this country, and 
as it has become customary for the powers
that-be to link changes in postage rates with 
their :other budget proposals, the annual State 
Budget is always looked forward to with par
ticular interest by us philatelists-in the ex
pectation of changes, for better or worse, in 
the current postal tariffs. It was in March, 
1947, that the then Minister of Finance an
nounced the welcome reduction in the basic 
letter-rate from 2d. to Hd.--with effect frmn 
May 1, 1947, and again it was March, this 
year, that our present Minister of Finance 
saw fit to increase the same letter-rate to 2d. 
-with effect from May 15, 1950. On each 
occasion the changed rate brought in its train 
an understandable measure of economy, i.e., a 
reduction in the size of the stamps concerned, 
and it would appear that the decision for in
creased postage was taken fairly late in the 
day, as otherwise we would not have the sur
prising experience of two entirely new issues 
of 2d. stamps following each other at inter
vals of four weeks or so-vi<le the large 2d. 
plum issued mid-March, and the reduced size 
2d. in mid-April. Many people must have 
been wondering why the increase was timed 
f:or May 15, and not, e.g., for April 1, and 
the explanation obviously must be looked for 
in the Government Printing Works-which 
asked for ample time to prep:ue and distribute 
the new issue. It will be remembered that 
printing of the previous large 2d. (violet) 
was discontinued on 15/9/47 (viz. S .. A. Phil. 
of Nov., 1947, where it was stated that the 
balance of Job 10808 had been cancelled~-
and that stocks then on hand of this denomi
nation lasted well over two years. Just how 
big the printing of the large 2d. plum was, 
will _no doubt become known, in due course, 
but 1t may well be that we can look on this 
stamp (the 2d. plum) as an interim o:::- pro
visional JJ.rinting. For the time being at 
least, the curtain has been rung down on the 
large "phot-o vignette" 2d. value, after nearly 
five years' currency, and an attempt will be 
ma<;Ie in ~he. lines following to classify the 
var10us prmtmgs and plates used in its manu
facture. 

To start with, it does not seem to be gen
erally known that (at least) two different dies 
were used for the exterior cylinders-at least 
no mention of this is made in the Supplement 
issued 1948 t0 the Union Handbook. Die One 
is illustrated very clearly in Gibbons Geo. VI 
catalogue, p. 132) SG type 54. Note the whole 
top of the fig-ure 2 merging into the white 
~ircle s~rrounding t•~e _value tablet. •This type 
IS _peculiar to all prmtmg:s under Group ·' A," 
prmted from Int. Cyl. 6!H3 Ext. 10,-all other 
groups are from Die Two, including the latest 

large "plum," all of which show the head of 
"2" separated from the while circle by a more 
or less contin'uous line of colour. , 

In the listings following below I have 
adopted as "date of issue" the ''delivery date" 
given by the P.O. Information Bureau--dates 
in brackets referring to the issue of the 8.A. 
Philatelist in which the information IS re
corded. For the sake of brevity, I am also 
giving the sheet positions in brackets, thus: 
( 1/5) meaning, Stamp No. 1, row 5, and so on. 
From complete sheets in my possessi~n, and 
from chronicles in the S.A. Philatelist, I have 
arrived at the following six main groupings, 
viz.: 

GROUP "A" 
Int. cyl. 6913, ext. 10. Issues: 25225 sheets 

6/3/45 (June '45), 8500 sheets 7/8/45 (Oct. 
'45), 11500 sheets 22/11/45 (Jan. '46). 
Colours: Purple and slate-grey, deep purple 
and slate-black, pale violet and pale grey. All 
stamps: fig. 2 merges in white circle. Minor 
peculiarities and flaws: Int. Cyl.: dot left 
centre of sky (1/5), dot in sky bel!ow D (2/16), 
tiny speck on left of right tower (5/19), small 
dot rigiht of left tower (5/11), small dot 
right of left tower ( 4/20). 

Ext. Cyl.: tiny dot under first S below 
frame (1/1), line through right scroll (2/1), 
dot :over O above frame (3/14), dot over 
arrow in left margin opp. row 10, broken in
ner frame below K (2/20). 

Arrows: with diagonal hatching as Type 
7, p. 48 Union Handbook. 

GROUP "B" 
Int. cyl. 6913, ext. 64. Issues: 249ij3 sheets 

7/5/46 (Nov. '46) 32000 sheets 7/&(46 (Nov. 
'46), 141500 sheets 17/10/46 (Feb. '47). 
Colou-rs: Deep violet and deep bluish-grey, 
deep purple and deep iron-grey. Peculiar 
flaws: Int. Cyl.: dots (1/5, 5/19, 5/11) as in 
group '' A." Ext. Cyl.: dot in upper right 
outer frame (1/12), tiny <lot above I over 
frame ( 3/11), dent in top frame over F 
(3/20), value surrounded by colour, tiny dots 
in centres of oµter vertical frames between 
alternating pairs. A rrnim~: hatched diagon
ally as Group "A." Officials: the first o/p in 
heavy type belongs to this group. 

GROUP "C" 
According1 to recordings in the S.A. Phil. 

only one set of cylinders was used for the re
mainder of the 2d. printings, viz., Int. Cyl. 81 

IiJxt. Cyl. 21, and issues are recorded as fol
lows, viz. : 485000 sheets on 12/11/ 46 ( Feb. 
'47), 417000 sheets 18/2/47 (April '47), 
213984 sheets 15/9/47 (Nov. '47)-balance of 
the order for H million sheets being can
celled. I find, however, at least three distinct 
groups contained in the aforementioned total 
of 679484 sheets, viz.: 

GROUP "C'' 
Flaws and charncteristics: Int. Cyl. tiny 

dot left top right tower (6/20), Ext. Cyl. tiny 
dot above centre top frame over A (2/14), 
dot over pinnacle of right tower ( 2/15), 
broken frame below AF ( 6/6), dot centre right 
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bottom rectangle (2/2). Dot below centre of 
left :outer frame lines (6/8). Most stamps have 
inner frame below FR thinned. All stamp,s 
have tiny dot.a in centres of outer vertical 
frames. Arrows: have horizontal and vertical 
cross hatching. Colours: pale vivid violet and 
deep grey, dull purple and dark grey. The 
•'ghost Arrow" opp. No. 1 stamp belongs to 
this group, as ~lso the second "Official" o/p.t, 
with the mixed type ( see tabulation of same 
on p. 167 of Oct. '48 S..4. Phil.). 

GROUP "D" 
Colou,rs: deep vivid purple and dark iron

grey, deep vivid violet and deep iron-g;rey. 
Flaws, etc.: Int. Cyl. dot (6/20) as in "C." 
Ext. Cyl. tiny dots centres •outer vert. frames 
as ·'C," tiny dot in frame opp. left lower in
side corner (1/13), dot (6/8) as in "C." Gen
eral very worn appearance. A r•rows: as ''C.'" 
The '•ghost arrow" opp. stamp No. 6, as well 
as the third "official" opt., in even thin typ.e, 
belong to this group. 

GROUP '·E1" 
Cofour: deep violet and greenish-grey. 

Characteristics: thinned frame-line below TH 
and D-A on all stamps ·o.f first three vertical 
rows. Tiny dots between vertical frames on 
all stamps as in "C" and "D." Fla-ws, etc.: 
small dots (1/la and 6/8) as in "C" and "D." 
The variety "dot" (6/20) of "C" and '•D" ap
pears in this printing as a faint horizontal 
line, and another peculiarity is to be found 
in the right-hand arrow, which has its lower 
tip broken off, and perched in the margin just 
over the top of the arrow. Yet another flaw, 
absent in all other printings is the •'parachut
ist" at right of left tower (6/18). Recorded in 
May and October, 1948, in the S.A. Phila.tel
ist, these stamps were printed on the auxil
iary machine registering fi:ve black numerals 
(sheet numbers) whereas a,ll other groups 
have four red numerals. A sheet •of this vrint
ing was kindly loaned to me by Mr. w•. ~
Sheffield, for the purposes of this article. 

GROUP "F" 
Int. Cyl. 2, ext. 37. Issued mid-March, 1950. 

Colour: p,lum and deep slate-blue. Flaws, etc.: 
Int: Cyl. tiny dot (6/20) as in "C" and '•D.'' 
Dots top right sky (1 and 2/14), searchlight 
beam at right (5/17), dots top centre sky 
(6/16), dots top sky (1/18, 19, 20). Cyl. No. 
2 1·ight bottom margin. Ext. Cyl.: tiny dot 
(1/13) as in "D," dot lower left frame out
side (1/10), tiny dots all centres outside 
frames as in ''C" and "D," smudge toi, left 
outside frame (1/11). Cyl. No. 3'7 right bot
tom margin. Arrows: solid, as type 9 of 
Union Handbook p. 48. 

Peculiarly enough, however, there exists 
one flaw constant in all printings ( or groups) 
from "A" to "F," notwithsta.nding the fact 
that group ''A'' is from a different die, as 
explained above. It is a white spot over the 
stop in the right top corner of No. 2 row 18. 
The size and shape of the spot varies slightly 
in diffe1·ent printings, but it is essentially the 

same flaw, present on every sheet of every 
printing· I have examined. 

In spite of the many attacks made on this 
stamp during its lifetime, I submit that the 
Government Printer has produced vrorse, and 
in view of the particularly neat and attract
ive appearance of the latest 'reduced" 2d. 
stamp, we live in the confident hope that finer 
and better stamps will emanate from. Pre
toria, which will do justice and credit to our 
country. 
"4flllllllllllllllllltllllllllll111111111111111111IJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII,! 

! ~!S~:i~ll,e in pt~~~~:,.. of T!~-~!:~ l 
= issues and hold a really umque stock ot o,er- = 

=====:.~ .. 1'~):in!x::~1:·~~:ie:~.t:~~~1rf:10~;d 0 ;:~er;~:e ==_~==-~ 

1·a re GP rm an Pnwrg-1>m•:r issu1~ of 
Gol'f'('how in the Ukraine. 

=_!:! .. ~:;5~\~~~t~\?·'.;~,i~•-~::51. ·=;_! 

011 l'arlc Pn111cai.s - - Jlon Spricht Dcuti,cll. 
:,illllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllh"' 

LONDON INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 
The official award list contains the follow

ing names of South African exhibitors: Mr. 
A. V. Jacob, a silver-gilt medal for Rhodesia; 
Mr. S. Legafor, a bronze medal for Unions; 
Dr. Harvey Pirie, a bronze medal for Antarc
tic Posts; Mr. W. Redford, a bronze medal for 
Seychelles. Earlier private notices credited 
Messrs. Legator and Redford with silver 
medals, but this proved to be incorrect. It is 
very creditable1 however, that four of the five 
South Africans exhibiting should have gained 
awards at all. 

All information is to the effect that the 
exhi~tion was very wonderful, also that com
petition was exceedingly keen-in most ex
hibitions all awards would have moved up at 
least one class. 

A correspondent praises the non-competitive 
exhibit arranged by the Postal History Society 
of the early posts of ma,ny countries; Mr. A. 
A. Jurgens, by invitation, showed pre-stamp 
covers in this of the Cape, and also of Natal, 
Orange Free State and Transvaal. 

Our thanks are due to Messrs. H. R. Harmer, 
Whitfield King & Co., H. Burkin, for special 
covers, souvenir sheets and reproductions of 
Mulready envelopes. Also to a number of 
others who did not put a,ny identification on 
their sendings. 

* FALKLAND ISLANDS 
It has been officially announced that in 

future any number of stamps on a cover will 
be ''postmarked" even if they overpay the 
exact rate due. This is a complete reversal of 
their previous p,olicy. Tliis applies also to the 
Dependencies. 
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DE LA RUE COLOUR PRiOOFS OF THE 1E DW.ARDIAN1 AND GEORGJA.N 
STAMPS OF N•ATAL, 0.R.C., AND THE UNION 

OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 

.. 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r, 

The postage stamps of Natal and the 
Orange River Colony which depicted the small 
"Fuchs" profile head in effigy of King1 Ed
ward VI and the postage stamps of the Union 
of South Africa which depicted the large 
"McKennal" profile head in effigy of King 
George V were all letterpress-printed from en 
epargne electrotyped plates by Thos. De La 
Rue and Company, Limited, of Bunhill Row, 
London, England. 

As far as the writer has been able to judge 
from the material reposing in his Union col
lection and from those loaned to him from 
time to time by fellow philatelists it would 
appear to him that it was the practice of 
Thos. De La Rue and Company, Limited, to 
print for submission to the contracting Gov
ernment a limited number of colour proofs in 
respect of each of certain selected denomina
tions from governmental app,roved stamp de
sign or designs in small and/or large format. 
After their recipience of governmental appro
bation and selection in respect of certain col
ours from the range of monocoloured and bi
coloured proofs submitted Messrs. De La Rue 
and Company proceeded with the worK of 
printing the contracted quantity of postage 
stamps of various denominations in various 
colours or combi1·1ations of colours. It has 
been stated that apart from those suhmitted 
to the contracting Government at least one 
set of colour proofs were lodged in the 
arohives of the pri?.1ters. 

The following colour proofs were letterpress
p,rinted by Thos. De La Rue and Company, 
Limited: 

(A) Natal Bicoloured Edwardian in large 
format printed on Crown C A paper and im
perforate. 5s. denomination in violet and 
green. The Natal £1 10s. stamp (S.G. 143) was 
issued in green and violet. 

(B). Natal l\fonocoloured Edwardians in 
small format printed on Crown C A 1,aper 
and imperforate. 2d. denomination in Car
mine (the colour of the issued ld.). 2d. de
nomination in blue (the colour of the issued 
2M. S.G. 131). 

( C). Orange River Colony Edwardians, 
Monocoloured and Bicoloured, in small forma'i; 
printed on Crown C A paper. The under
mentioned items fall under the category of 
colour proofs which emanated from what is 

known as the ''U nissued Die." These proofs 
show the words "POSTAGE & REVENUE" 
on coloured tablets at the bottom of the Je
si:g!n. On the issued stamps the word 
"POSTAGE." betwixt two colourless embel
lishments is shown on a coloured tablet in 
similar positio11. ld. Blue and Blue (in the 
colour of the issued 2½d.). ld. Purp,le and 
Purple (in the colour of the issued 3d.). ld. 
Purple and Green. ld. Brown and Red. 

The two coloured dots to the left and to the 
right of the crown which surmounts the port
rait on the ~d., ld., 2d., 2~d. and 3d. issued 
stamps printed from single plates are not sim
ilady shown on the colour proofs :of the •'Un
issued Die" category. A proof of the ld. 
denomination is also known in full design 
but with the words ''POSTAGE & REV
ENUE" hand-painted in, in white on a col
oured tablet. 

(D). Union l\fonocoloured Georgians in con
ventional fonnat printed on "Springbok Head 
Sing·le" paper and imperforate. The words 
"Postage and Postzegel" and "Revenue and ln
komst" are shown on the tablets below the 
portrait. ld. denomination in gTey. ld. de
nomination in brown. 

(E).,. Union Bicoloured and Monocoloured 
Georgians in conventional format p,rinted on 
''Springbok Head Single" paper and imperf
orate. The words "Postage and Postzegel" 
only are shown ·on the tablets below the nort
rait. 2M. black and orange (in the col"ur 
of the issued 2d.). 2~d. black and violet (in 
the colour of the issued 6d.). 2½d. blue and 
blue (in the colour of the issued 2M.). 2M. 
purple and blue (in the colour of the issued 
5s.). 2?!d. purple and green (in the colour 
of the issued 2s. 6d.). 

All Colour Proofs were pulled (printed) di
rectly from the Master Dies and not from 
the 240-set ( 4 x 60) electrotyped minting 
plates anent the Edwardian and Georgian 
nosta~e stamps in conventional format re
spectively of Natal and the Orange River 
Coliony, and the Union of South Africa nor 
from the 60-set electrotyped printing: plates 
anent the Edwardian postage stamps in large 
format of Natal. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 
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ld. brown - red on ld. pale rose on white 
slightly blued paper, paper, S.G. 5a, a 
S.G. 3a, a magnificent superb mint pair .from 
used pair of this scarce the corner of the 
unpriced shade, good sheet, a most attractive 

margins all round. piece. 
£65 £65 

A block of three of the 1858 ld. pale red, S.G. 
5a used, on a piece together with a copy of the 
1863-4 1/- bright emerald-green, S.G. 21, all 
lightly cancelled; the piece bears the red Lon-

don receiving mark dated My 30 64. 
£77,/10/-

1863/l864 

ld. brownish-red, S.G. 
18b, a fresh unused 
pair with good mar
gins all round ; this 
shade is rare in pairs. 

£45 

4d. steel-blue, S.G. 19c. 
a fine mint copy of 
this unpriced shade, 
good fresh colour, with 

R.P.S. certificate. 
£25 

H. E. WINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 

ENGLAND 

THE STRAND STAMP JOURNAL 
Annual 2/6 Subscription Post Free 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r. 

WAN1TED TO BUY 

Collections, sheets and odds of 

ITALIAN SOMALI LA1ND 

·ERITREA 

ITALIAN EAST AFRICA 

MiEF, EAF, etc. Mint or on covers 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S. ARNOLD 2283. 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

We beg to announce that our former Manager 

Mr. Hans Alfred Hofman has taken over the 

controlling interest in our firm. 

May we invite you to view our augmented 

stocks of KG. VI. obsoletes and earlier issues 

(Mint and Used). We shall continue the good 

service you are accustomed to from us. 

SPRIGHTON PHILATELISTS (PTY.) LIMITED 
Managing Director H. A. Hofman. 

94 ALLIANCE BUILDING, RISSIK and NEW STREET NORTH, 

P.O. Box 9020. J O H A N N E S B U R G. Phone : 33-0658 
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• SOCIETY N!EWS : 
------- ■ -----------_J 

l'IIILA'J'ELTC 80CJETY OF ).ATAL 
l'residPnt, :\[r. \Vinston F. ()yens: Hon. Flee./ 

'l'rea.~ .• )Ir. 8elw;ru Smith, P.O. Box ;:-i88, Durban: 
Jfeetin(f8, 1st and 31"(} \Yednesdays at London 
,\ssura"nce Houst', 319 Smith ~tref't (in the tooms 
of the Durban Camern Clnb, top Floor), 7.30 p.m. 

:March. The ::\larch meeting was ,Yell attPmlP<I anrl 
full of interest. The C'Ompetition. ;!iven h;r )Ir. ~
n. \Villiams, was won by )[r ... T. Lyle, who follow~l 
up his success hy giving us ''From the )lagazines.·' 

The exhibit of Egypt was well up to thf-\ high 
standard that we now expl"et from ::\lr. R. A. Gil
zean. l\Ir. \V. H. \Vinde expressed the thanks of 
those present to the exhibitor for his interesting 
display. 

Two important decisions were made at the meet
ing: (1) To increase our rental to the Durban 
Camera Club to £1 pe1• meeting. (2) To instal fluor• 
esC'ent lighting in the club-room. 

The latter decision was madf", of course. in the 
hope that by <loin/.>; so tlw lighting will be improYPd 
and the room kfpt eooler. At tlw April meeting it 
is hoped to haw~ the 1ww lighting- installed and to 
lw :ible to expPrinwnt with t>leetrie fans. 

The President. )Ir. \Vinston (ht>ns. who has be(>n 
1ransferred to ,Tohamwsburg- fo1· a few months, re
<'eivPd through Mr. \Yimle the good wishes of thm;e 
present for a snceessful Yisit arnl the hope of a 
:-;peedy return. 

* EAS'l.' R.AXD PHIL.\.TELlC SOCII~TY 
J>reisidf'r11f, )Ir. ,J. Shepherd; Hon. See., ::\Ir. .A. 

Gross, P.O. 'Box 15,'5, Brakp:rn; Meetings, Regent 
Hotel, Benoni. 3rd Tuesdays, 8 n.m. 

16th :l\Iay. 'f'ht=>re was not a good attendance owing 
to the fact th.at on the night before members of 
the Society had parti<'ipated in 11 quiz held at Pre
toria between the Pretoria. Johannesburg, \Yest 
Rand and EaRt Hand Philatt>lic SociPties. Tlw mem
bers of our team eonsistPd of )Iessrs. Lt-"gator. 
SukljP, Shepherd :rnd Gross, our adjudicntoi- being 
)lrs. "'ood and quiz master )Ir. Slomowitz. a\ vpr:v 
f'\lljoyablP evening- was spent and the quiz was woi1 
by the Pretoria team. 

)Ir. Slwphe,1-d pxhihite(l his eollee.tion of <:ibral
tar at the Society's meeting:. .-\ featnrt> of the ex
hibit was a copy of KG. 107>1, l,eing tlw HJ:.?G/3:? 
orange, yellow nnd blaek which was nwntio1w<l for 
the first tinw in this year's catalognP, )Ir. Lt>c;ator, 
on behalf of tlw Society, propost>d 11 Yote of thanks 
to ::\fr. 8lwpherd. 

A.G. 

* PHILA'l'LEIC SOCIETY OF JOHAXXESilL'RG 
Pni.~ident, Commander C. E. D. Enoch: Hon. Sec., 

R. Glassman. P. 0. Box 4967, Johannesburg· 
_lfeetinr,s, 2nd TnPsday and 4th ::\fonday, at tile 
Johannesburg Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

. 9th ::\lay. The Society was treated to a magnificent 
display of the stamps and postal history of Israel 
by :\tr. S. Legator. Beginning with C'ove.rs from 
various meetings in Czechoslovakia and elsewhere 
of .Jewish organisations working for the formation 
of a national state, hE'! next passed on to the Pal
estinian stamps. The1t ther<' was a fine ('Ollection l)f 
covers of the various loc>al issues made after the dP
P8;l"tuit-e of_ the British )Iandatory auth01ities, it 
herng- explamed that the full story of these was not 
yt>t, and perhaps nevPr will be, known. War "Oven: 
of this period were Rlso well represPnted and finall:v 
there were the definitive issu.-s, with their ma11v 
varieties, some possibly not sold oYer tlw countt>r, · 

:.\Ir. L. Rueben spoke on the exhibit, giving an in
teresting historical account of the difficulties which 
had been encounterPd in the setting up of a postal 
service and the issuing of stamps. 

22nd May. An official visit by memberl-l of the 
Springs Philatelic Society. :\Ir. )Ieeuwis, their 
President, introduced the exhibitors : 

)Ir. ,·. d. Walt put out a collection belonging to 
)Ir. Pollack, of famous people. There were stamps 
from nea,rly every country in the world and apart 
from the beauty and interest of the sta1_ups the~
selves the colleetio1t was noteworthy for its beauti
ful writing-up; this was a re.al joy to behold. 

::\l,r. Dannhause,. sho,Yed a 1:ollection of Swiss 
Charity :,;;tamps, a full range of the "Pro Juventute" 
is:-;ues, all in fine used condition. . ~ 

)Ir. )leeuwis himself had a fine collection of h .. G. 
YI i-tamps, an almost eomplete lot, including many 
of the obsolete values ,ind shacles. He had also 
mmwrous blo<"ks of ust'(l l'.nion stamps in the ex
hibit. 

* SPRTXGS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Prnddent. ::\fr. C. J. ~Ieeuwis: Hon. Sec., L . .T. C. 

Sutcliffe, 4 High Street, Strubenvale, Springs. 
Jfeetings, 2nd ::\londay, 7.30 p.m., in the Board R-0om, 
Xew Era Press. 

8th )la:v. Tlw monthly meeting was well attended. 
)[r. )leeu,vis on behalf· of the 8ociety expressed his 
deep regret at the impending departurt of Mr. Ran
dell, one of tlw foundation members of the Society, 
who has been a reguk1r attendant at all meetings. 
'J'he latest stamp news was g:in'n to us by ::\Ir. 
)leeuwis, and an interesting discussion ensue~l. 

,\fter refreshmf>nts ha<l been r,en-ed, :Mr. L. J. 
::\looyman exhibite{! his excellent collection of stamps 
of Holland and its Colonies. I re explained that he 
had a better collection whilst in Europe but he had 
to sell it during the war, .and that his present one 
is only a few years old. 1f he fills in the few 
vaeant spaces, he certainly will have a worthwhile 
eollection. 

The chairman advis('cl the meeting that Mr. S. 
LPgator has kindly consented to exhibit his collection 
of Israel stamps at our next meeting. 

* PORT ELIZ.\.BETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, l\fr. G. Biillbring; Hon. Secretar]I, l\lr. 

(}. l'. Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, P.E.; Meetings, 
1st and :3rd Tuesdays, in room 3, City Hall Base
ment, at 7.45 p.m. 

The annual genn-al meeting was held on Tuesday, 
the HHh ::\lay, 1050. There was a large attendance. 
)Ir. G. K, l<'orbes, who ha.<i been President for 16 
~·ears, refused to take office this year. Mr. Kirschner 
l'-aid that the Society and members should respect his 
wishes and elect someone else to take the chair. Mr. 
Forbes was then made a Hon. ife Member, and ac
<'epted the office of Vice-President, in co-operation 
with l\Ir. Kirschner. For the 16th year ::\fr. l\lacl\Iil
lan has bePn anditor. 

Mr. G. Biillbring was duly elected President and 
aecepted the office. :.\Ir. G. P. Smith and Mr. 'Wat
son were elected .Joint Exchange Superintendents 
and )Ir. Kirschner as Auctioneer. The Hon. SecrP
tary then informed the members that only half
yearly fees were payable up to ::\1st Decemtwr ns 
tlrn Society's year would in future commence on 1st 
.Tanuary instea(l of lst June. 
. The Yearly ~yllabns wus drawn up. and sevPral 
ideas were put forward for the benefit of the So
eity to make the meeting more social. These pro
posal!;; were left for the committ~ to go into and 
to rPport back at the next meeting . 

A hearty vote of thanks was given to Mr. ForbPs for_ the Yaluable serYiePis he has rendered to the 
soe1etr, and the meeting cloised at 10 o'clock. 

L.E.C. 

* JEWISH GUILD l~HILATRLIC S[◄jCTION 

Chairman, .J. M. Rich; Hon. Secretary, A. .T. 
~athanson; Meet-ings at .Jewish Guild, last Thurs
days, 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on 27th April the exhibit was 
provided by Dr. von A.rPndorff who showed "stamps 
rare. on cover." This was a fine and very varied 
collection of covers, including covers with classics
German States and other ra1ities. There wPre also 
many commemoratives sets on cover, some Zeppelin 
flights, covers of Gnman coloni~s .and many others. 

Mr. I. Isaacs spoke on the exhibit. 
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ORANGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, l\Ir. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Sec-1·etairy, ::\Ir. 
R. A. Brown, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetin,gs, 
monthly, Free State Technical College (new meeting 
place; regular date of meetings still to be arranged). 

March. Mr. C. A. Larsen in the chair. After the 
usual business, topical news :tnd tit-bits from the 
philatelic press were given by )Ir. J. Lewis New 
Issues were reported and tabled by Mr. A. G. Denne. 
An auction sale, conducted by )Ir. A. H. Scott, had 
the usual brisk bidding. The main feature of tlw 
evening was a highly interesting and well composed 
talk on "The techni<'al canse of the various errors 
in printing," given by )fr. Mackenzie, of "The 
Friend" newspapers. 

April. Dr. K. Freund in the chair. Reports wen' 
given about the preliminary work of the Provisional 
Congress Committee in connection with the 1951 
Philatelic Congress and National Exhibition to bP 
held in Bloemfontein. As funds were naturally 
badly needed for this great event, the chairman 
called for generous contributions of stamp material. 
The response was spontaneous, and various stamp 
lots were handed to the auctioneer, Mr. Scott. who 
succeeded in getting good realisations. Part:cula1· 
mention must be made of Mr. R H. Medlin, who 
magnanimously not only contributed stampfi, but 
bought them back himself, the monPy going of coursP 
to the Exhibition Fund. The display of the evPning 
was given by Mr. J. Lewis, who tnbled the firia;t part 
(A to M) of his fine GeorgP YI collection ,vhich is 
practically complete and in immaculate condition. 

May. Mr. Larsen in the chair. Another auction 
sale, partly in aid of tht> l<Jxhibition Fund. took 
place. l\fr. A. G. Denne tabled an arrav of thP 
various "New Issuei-;" (95 ia;tamps) which had madP 
their appearance during the last two months. ML'. 
M. M. Pienaar, who hai'! been transferred to Cap<' 
Town to the society's rf'grPt, gave as an "au revoir'' 
gesture a display and also a talk. The display 
consisted of an interesting straightforward collection 
of Union stamps, arrangf'd and writtf'n up in Afri
kaans and with particular emphasis on the Afri
kaans history. His paper, which he had written 
after delving into the Free ~Hate ArchivPs. was en
titled : "The OrangP-'Dree of the Union 6d. stamp 
and of its Orange Free State pr0totype." ~Ii. Lar
sen concluded the evening' by showing his "Scran
book," a collection of various stamp items whirh 
had come his ,vay and which were arranged in a 
ctelightful style. . K.F. 

* EAST LO~DOX PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, AndrPw Watson; Hon. Seo., C. :\I. 
Clark, P.O. Box 450, Rast London; Meetinq:s, 2nd 
Fridays, Colosseum 'J'heatre Tea Room (upstairs). 
at 7.45 p.m. 

In the absence of Mr. A. ,vatson, the Vice-Presi
dent, took the chair at a special general meeting· 
this month, at which the clauses of the new Consti
tution were discussed and either adopted or amended. 
Although there ,vere only 20 members presen:t, on 
account of welcome lH'av:v rain discussion on tht> 
various points of the Conia;tituti~n was brisk 

l<'inal adoption of the Conia;titution will be deeide<l 
after receipt of certain information from the ~A. 
Philatelic Federation. Then followed the usual 
monthly meeting. 

The Acting Prf'l"ident reforred brieflv to tht- Ypn· 

pleasant Annual Dinner of the Society; held on '.Wth 
April at the Beach Hotel. Tliis was attendPd b:v 
over 30 members and visitorfi, including three reprP
sentatives from the Junior Society. Reference wa,.: 
made to the continued progress of the Society sincP 
its inception, and particularly of the new Jun°ipr So
ciety. 

Various members referred to the quantities of 
U.P.U. and Voortrekker issues of last year. which 
wer:e available in many post offices for use on J)H rcP-1s 
and telegrams. 

It was agreed that the SP-crP.ta,ry write to thP 
S.A. Philatelic l<'ederation, with the requei-;t that the 
Government be advised of the shortsightedneia;s of 
such a policy, which would have an adverse effect 
on the pnrchai-;es of TTnion stamps, both at honw 
and overseas and further, that a month was too 
Rhort a periorl for the issue of comnwmorativt> 
stamps. The view wai,; Pxpressed that the minimum 
period of issue i-;hould be three months. 

A.ftet· the tea intetTal, )[r. Clark set out the 
stamps of Holland, sent in by l\Ir. S. E. Grace. 

These charity and commemorative stamps are very 
a ttracth'e in colour, and the delightful originality of 
design in some sets ii- a source of real pleasure. 

l\Iany interested members crowded round the 
Quartz Lamp, kindly brought by Mr. E. D. For
shaw, and some were sadly disillusioned when their 
stamps of doubtful value were revealed as dnde
rellas ( or maybe- ugly sis ten:), but this did not 
detract from the pleasure of studying stamps and 
other articles urHler the Qual•tz Lamp. 

u.c.s. 

* )IASHOXALAXD PHIL,\.TELIC SOCIETY 

,Ye have not had many reports from Salisbury 
of recent months--a pity, because the Society ap
pears to be flourishing, judging by a report for the 
past year sent us by the chairman, Mr. D. E. C. 
Dale. Following are some notes taken from his 
report: 

'rile acti\·e membership is now 90 in good stand
ing; the average attendance at the monthly rneer
ing,.; is a little over :W, quite good seeing that a 
high proportion of the members do not live in Salis
burv 

'til{e f¾overnment has agre-f'd to c·onsult the Society 
regarding new isi-;ues of stamps and it has been 
a1h-ified that there will be no commt>moratives in 
connection with the 1!)50 celebrationia;, but a special 
issue will comp out in 1958 during the Hhode,.; 
CentenarJ·. 

ThP financial position of the Society ifi good and 
the Exchange ~ection has improYt>d enormously. 

~otable difiplayfi during the year wPrf' those of 
Dr. Kaplan, Germiston, of S. Rhodesia ; l\Ir. J<,rank
la,nd, Johannesburg, of ::\Iorocco Agencies; l\Ir. aml 
)frs. :Mercier, of eommPmorativPs and mint modern 
i~sues; and l\Iadame Birsen F'u('hs, of foreign issues 
of beauty. 

Mr. ~- \\'. Noar, who ha>1 been Recretary for sonw 
years, 1s no longp1• able to carry on the dntiPs ol' 
that post. 

rl L:!~E~~ siz~~!~~~9¾ 
complete with 100 leaves - 31/6 each 

Leaves can be supplied separately i at - 13/6 per 100 

t HORTORS LIMITED 
t P.O. Box 1020 t P.O. Box 111 
t P.O. Box 621 
t P.O. Box 393 

JOHANNESBURG 
PRETORIA 
BLOEMFONTEIN 
CAPE TOWN 

- - PORT ELIZABETH t P.O. Box 586 
t P.O. Box 450 
t P.O. Box 411 
t P.O. Box 433 

L • • .P;O• • ~o~ 767 

I 
- - EAST LONDON _J 

DURBAN 
SALISBURY 
BULAWAYO 

--······--
•111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111;. 

WANTED TO BUY 
Dealer wants to purchase South Africa, 
S.\\r.A. Protectorate, ~1Id Cap,e, T.V.L., 
Natals, etc., in large quantities, but not 
less than 100 copies per stamp. No. M. 
to Hd. current S.A. required. Good 

prices offered. 

Send deta.·ifo to 

s. JACOBS 
165 Cape Road, Port Elizabeth 

.,llltlllllllllllllllllflllllltllllllllllt11111111111111111111ttllltlllllllllllllltllllllllllt 
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Catalogue Thiaude 1950. Published at 120 
francs by H. Thiaude, 24, rue du Quatre, 
Septembre, Paris. 

The 34th edition of Thhude's 9atalogue of 
the Stamps of France and Colomes was p.ub-
lished as usual, in March. . 

The' publishers of this catalogue _have gr~en. 
effect to the changing ma -r:ke~ pri~es durmg 
the past 12 months and this 1s e':1denced b~ 
the fact that "Out of 1,488 stamps hsted un_de1 
France no less than 776 have been the subJect 
of price changes both up and down. 

Two noteworthy items of interes~ wh~ch 
call for special comment ai:e the. L1berat10n 
Issues of 1944 which 3:re listed m full an_d 
priced either singlly or m complete set~. T~1il 
list must be considered the most auth:mtative 
to date. . 1 · f 1) The second item is the me us10n o a 
'·Epreuves de Luxe" issued since 19~3. The 
great majority of these have been priced ~nd 
collectors of these items will fi~d _these pricei 
of great assistance as ~he ma.io_rity are wel 
below the exaggerated ideas which have :pr~
vailed in the Union in recent years. Simi
larly all "Epreuves. d~ ~uxe'' issued by. the 
Colonies are listed mdividually and the b~me 
care has been taken in comp,iling these lists 
as for those of France. . 

One criticism must, how~ver, be raised un-
der France. All stamps have b~en gro~ped 
together under types, e.g., A rmor1al bearmgs, 
Views and Monuments_, Famous Men, etc. 
These lists are set out m order of _face-value 
without much attention to the var10us dates 
of issue. The publishers would. be well ad
vised, in future editions, to. assist collectors 
by adding after each stamp listed the date of 
issue in brackets. . Undoubtedly this catalogue, whilst not 
super-specialised, is a "must" for all collectors 
of France and Oolonies. 

C.E.D.E. 

Sta.mps of the Bahamas, by Harol~ G. D. Gis
burn. Published by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 
at 12s. 6d. nett (post. abroad 8d. extra). 

A well-produced and very Teadable. book o~ 
144 pages on the stamps and postal history of 
this popular country am~ng collectors. 

Early postal pre-stamp markings are first 
described going back at least as far back as 
1804 the~ the use of British ~tamps in 1858-
60 ~nd then come the beautiful "Cha.Ion" 
st~mps of Perkins, Bacon and De La R~e. 
Adequate descriptions, check-lists and details 
about the other Victorian, Edwardian and 
Georgfan issues follow, up as far as the Sil
ver Wedding issue -of 1948. 

There are also chapters on Postal Station
ery, Cancellations, Air Mails, Sea Posts (not 
forgetting the Under-Sea Post) and Appe_nd
ices giving a list_ of present-day post offices 

and changes in Postal Rates from 1869 to 
1948. • 

Stwmps of King E'dwarcl Vllth Reign. A 
priced catalogue by Harry Burgess and 
Co., Pembury, Kent, England. Price, post 
free, ls. 8<l. 

This is something which has not been done 
before-a complete listing of British Common
wealth stamp,s issued during the reign of K.E. 
VII. There are 2,291 of them in all, listed 
serially, but also with S.G. numbers. 

They are grouped in four sections: (a) 
Victorian issues appearing <luring the early 
part of the reign; (b) stamps bearing the 
King's head; ( c) pictorial and other designs 
issued during the reign; ( d) officials, dues, 
etc., of the reign. 

In many cases the numbe1•3 printed are sup
plied and these figures have sometimes ad
vanced the prices considerably. 

An unusual item in a catalogue are a num
ber of "Quiz" questions. 

The publishers have also r,repared sp~cial 
stamp albums, either for the complete series 
-of stamps or for the King's head group only. 
Stanley Gibbons Catalog-u.e, Part I, British 

Empire Complete, 1950 Edition. Price 
13s. 6d., plus postage 10d. Stanley Gib
bons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London W.C. 2. 

Many collectors will be glad to see a com
plete "Red Bible" again, instead of having to 
get a separate volume for the K.G. VI issues, 
although the publishers still intend to issue 
a separate catalogue of these for the many 
who only collect such issues. 

Political changes have been. recognised by 
the omission of the stamps of Burma, Egypt, 
Eire, Iraq, etc., issued after their departure 
from the British Commonwealth. Such issues 
will now be included in their Fmeign Cata
logue. Despite this the volume runs to 644 
pages and as the paper shortage is not now 
so acute, the illustrations are all full-size and 
those which had been omitted are now re
stored. 

Prices have been revised generally; changes 
are mainly upward though Lhere are falls in 
the case 'Of some stamps and issues which were 
the subject of war-time speculation. There is 
also a wholesale reduction in the selling price 
of mint current stamps. The latter is not in
cluded under each item but a table is given 
at the beginning of the volume showing how 
to estimate the reductions. 

* UNION-S.G. 30b AND 31a 
Much ado about these jn "Stamp Collect

ing" with reference to the price for them be
ing quoted at £10 by South African dealer J. 
Mendelssohn, as against S.G. at 4s. 6d. Mr. 
Mendelssohn is quoted as saying he will buy 
any and all offered him (mint) at a reason
able q!~coun_t from his ~elling price. This, they 
say, 1s fair enough, 1f you can find them. 
I can't." 

It is interesting to note that in the S.G. 
catalogue just receJved the prices of pairs of 
these stamps have been advanced to 75s. mint 
and 90s. used. 
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Stamps with a Story 
By 

W. LOXLEY-CHAMINGS 

( COfiltinued from page 61 of April Issue) 
.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,, .. , .. , .... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, .. ,,,,,,,, ...... ,,,,,, .... ,,,,,, .. ,,r. 

BLURBS OF THE REMAINING 88 STAMPS 
Andorra-la-Vella, La Vall, S.G. 19 II. The 

Council House of the fantastic little State. A 
tower at one corner, a turret at another. Over 
the door a plaque with the Andorran arms 
(F49). The ground floor is a stable for the 
mules of Councillors. A stone stairway leads 
to the next floor, divided into Schoolroom, Ban
queting Hall and Council Chamber. Here the 
archives are stored in a massive oak cabinet, 
which has six locks, one for"' each parish. This 
precludes any meeting till all the represen
tatives have arrived with their keys. Off this 
room there is the tiny Chapel of St. Armengol. 
On the top floor are the sleeping quarters of 
the Councillors. 

The Christ of the Andes, Argenti1JJa, S.G. 
640. One of the world's most impressive 
statues, 60 feet high, on the frontier between 
Argentina and Chile at Uspallata Pass, close 
to the Transandine railway tunnel. It com
memorates the pact made between the two 
countries after they had accepted King Ed
ward VII's arbitratio1I1 on their frontier dis
pute. The figure faces north along the fron
tier so as not to seem to turn away from 
either country. "A poignant serenity radiates 
from the face of the statue." On a bronze 
tablet is written: "Sooner shall these moun
tains crumble into dust than shall Arge1JJ
tinians and Chileans break the peace to which 
they have sworn before the feet of Christ the 
Redeemer." 

Sydney Harbour Bridge, Australia, S.G. 143. 
Built in 1932 and cost £10,057,170. In the next 
three years . it carried about 13¼ million 
vehicles, conveying 100 million people, besides 
cou•ntless pedestrians. In that time 54 people 
lost their lives, 52 by suicide and two by acci
dent. A baby was born in a taxi crossing the 
bridge. The largest ship to pass beneath was 
the 22,284 ton liner Strathaird on her regular 
run between England and Australia. 

Engelbert Dollfuss, Austria, S.G. 374. The 
"Pocket Chancellor" (he was little in stature) 
who made heroic efforts to build up a new 
Austria after the disintegrating influences of 
the 1914-18 war. He was severely hampered 
by the terrorism and lying propaganda of 
National Socialism both inside and outside his 
country. Civil war broke out on February 12, 
1934, but was broken by the troops. Later, 
Nazi rebels, disguised as Heimwehr, attacked 
the Chancellery in Vienna a•n.d on July 25 mur
dered the Chancellor in his own room. 

Attersee, Austria, S.G. A46. A delicate 
photogravure of a yacht race on the largest 
lake in Austria, 18 square miles in area, in 

the Salzkammergut. Often compared with 
Lake Garcia for its vivid colours and mild 
climate. One of the loveliest parts is the small 
promontory on which Kammer Castle stands. 

Hans Makart, Austria, S.G. C81. A good 
example of the fine work of R. Junk, artist, 
and F'. Lorber, engraver, of Vienna. Makart 

• was born at Salzburg, entered the Vienna 
Academy at 18, but was so unpromising a 
pupil that he was sent home as hopeless. An 
uncle came to his aid and helped him to study 
at Munich, and ten years later two triptychs 
by him, "Modern Amorina" and "'Plague in 
Florence or the Seven Deadly Sim;," created 
a sensation, and he returned i,n triumph to 
Vienna at the personal invitation of the Em
peror Franz Josef, to occupy a splendid studio 
constructed for him at the nation's expense. 
Professor of the School of Historical Painting 
at the Academy a1JJd the centre of the artistic 
and literary life of Vienna till his sudden 
death at 44. A lover of brilliant colouring 
he ret "used such villainous pigments and 
!nedmms that the majesty of his large paint
mgs has already practically perished." (E.B.) 

John III Sobieski, Austria, S.G. C93. Son 
o~ Jakob ~obieski, Castellan of Cracow. A 
~-1fted soldier, he was given supreme command 
m 1667 wnd defeated the Turks at Khoczim 
in 1673. After the death. of King Michael he 
was chosen king as John III in 1674. Went 
to the help of Leopold I of Austria when the 
Turks laid siege to Vienna in 1683 and with 
Charles of Lorraine (C94) won a crushing vic
tory and set Vienna free. Built a house now 
open to the public, at Wilanow, near W;,rsaw, 
as a refuge from the cares of state which in
creasingly weighed on him till his death. His 
granddaughter, Princess Clementine married 
James Francis Stuart and became the mother 
of Bonnie Prince Charlie. 

Orval Abbey, Cloisters and Belfry Belgium 
S.G. C255. A party of Booedicti~e monks' 
driven from Calabria, came in 1070 to a deso: 
late valley in the Ardennes, just north of the 
Sedan-Montmedy Road, and through their 
labours tran~formed it into a "Golden Valley" 
--Orval- with an abbey which has since been 
!llore than once ruilfled and rebuilt. For offer
mg shelter to the fugitive Louis VI though 
he never reached it, the Revolutionary' Govern
ment co!llpletely devastated it, but from 1926 
on":ard it has. been steadily rebuilt, one source• 
of IJ?-COme bemg the periodic sets of stamps 
bearmg a surtax, portraying the inception and 
progress of. the undertaking, of which this 
stamp well illustrates the size. 

. Joseph de Veuster, Father Damien, Bel
gmm,. S.G. C404. Born at Tremeloo, near 
Louvam. ~ook the plac_e of his brother (pre
vented by illness) as mISsionary to the Pacific 
I~lands. The Hawaiian Government at that 
tnne _deported lepers to Molokai Island ( C405) 
and m 1873 he volunteered to take spiritual 
cha:rge of the settlement. He also improved 
their water supply, dwellings alfld provisions, 
~ut ev~ntually_ succun;bed to leprosy. Some 
1ll-cons1dered imputations on his character 
from a Presbyterian minister drew from 
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Robert Louis Stevenson (see Samoa 198) "An 
Open Letter to the Rev. Doctor Hyde," 1890. 

Molokai Leper Settlement, Belgium, S.G. 
C405. The island settlement to which the 
Hawaiian Government sent cases of leprosy. 
Of this settlement Father Damien voluntarily 
became religious adviser in 1873, and helped 
to transform a place of hopeless gloom into 
a cheerful and progressive community, not 
only by affording spiritual consolation, but by 
gettiing the lepers to work for better housing· 
and amenities. He himself fell a victim to 
leprosy, but since then the disease has lost 
much of its terror through remedial treat
ment and the settlement is quite a happy place. 

Hamilton, Point House, Bermuda, S.G. 103. 
Shows the guest-room, formerly the buttery, 
of an 18th century house in Warwick Parish 
near Hamilton, at the time the residence of 
Mr. Charles Stokes, of Philadelphia, as seen 
through the Chinese Moon-Gate, with sliding 
doors, leading into the garden. The owner has 
been careful to preserve the Bermudian char
acter of the house and gardens, the only alien 
element being the gate, which yet forms a 
charming and veracious border for the glimpse 
we have of the house. The stamp even pre
serves the actual variety of lily (Lilium 
Longiflorum Harisii) that grows by the gate! 

Reilllhard Heydrich, Bohemia, S.G. 111. This 
macabre reproduction of the death-mask of 
"the Butcher of Bohemia" surely marks the· 
nadir of the degradation of Germany, and one 
almost suspects mingled motives behind its 
production. By his Nazi brutality Heydrich 
became the most hated man in Bohemia, and 
the Czech patriots plotted to destroy him. 
Four parachutists, led by Josef Cabchik, seen 
on S.G. 401 and 409 of Czechoslovakia, were 
dropped secretly near Prague, succeeded in 
killing Heydrich on June 4, 1942, and within a 
few days were all killed or committed suicide 
to prevent their capture and torture by the 
Gestapo. 

Kaieteur Falls, British Guiana, S.G. 287. On 
the Potaro River, a tributary of the Esse
quibo. One of the world's greatest falls, with 
a sheer drop of 7 41 feet, i.e., five times the 
height of Niagara and twice that of St. Paul's 
Cathedral. There is a project to use them as 
a source of power for the smelting of bauxite, 
which is found in the immediate vicinity. 

Walter Raleigh, British Guiana, S.G. 299. 
The most colourful figure of Elizabeth's bril
liant court. Born at Hayes in Devon. Scholar, 
poet, courtier, soldier, adventurer, statesman, 
alternately in great favour and in disgrace, 
as when he seduced and married Elizabeth 
Throckmorton, a maid of honour. In 1584 
given a patent for discovery and settlement 
in the west, and the colonisation of Virginia 
followed. Imprisoned in the Tower by James 
I for 12 years on a charge of co+nspiracy and 
set free to lead a gold-finding expedition to 
British Guiana. This proving less than a suc
cess, he was again imprisoned and eventually 
beheaded. 

Bergamo, Santa Maria Maggiore, Collectors' 
Cat. 17. Campione is a small Italian enclave 

or commune (the town has less tha,n 1,000 
people) on the east shore of Lake Lugano. 
It is roughly opposite Lugano itself and is 
entirely surrounded to landward by Swiss ter
ritory, though the Italian frontier is very near. 
When Mussolini formed the Italian Social 
Republic in 1944 Campione remaillled indepen
dent and was allowed by the Italian Legation 
in Switzerland to issue stamps for use within 
the enclave and for postage to Switzerland. 
Letters for places beyond had to bear Swiss 
stamps. The first set proved so popular that 
in spite of two printings (the first decidedly 
scarce) a pictorial set was issued in Septem
ber, of excellent design and execution. This 
Cathedral Church of Bergamo appears be
cause it was designed by two natives of Cam
pione, Giovanni and Ugo di Campione. 

Albert, Canada, S.G. 35. Born at Rosenau, 
the second son of the hereditary Duke of Saxe
Coburg-Gotha. His parents separated in 1824 
and he never agaili saw his mother, who died 
i•n 1831. Skilled in modern sciences, political 
economy, philosophy, music and painting. 
Queen Victoria announced her impending mar
riage to him i•n November, 1839, and it was 
celebrated on February 10, 1840. It was one 
of mutual affection but lasted only 21 years 
till his death from typhoid. Diplomatic and 
urba•ne without being a nonetity. His counsel 
was increasingly sought and valued, and more 
than once his tactful wisdom saved England 
from war. He had a genius for land-manage
ment, and under his care the rent-roll of the 
Duchy of Cornwall rose from £11,000 to 
£50,000. 

Jacques Cartier, Canada, S.G. 42. A 1J1ative 
of St. Malo. Even his early youth was spent 
on the sea. Francis I gave him command of 
two ships to explore Newfoundland and be
yond. He touched at Cape Bonavista and sail
ing through the Straits of Belle Isle discov
ered the mainland of Canada, where he set 
up a wooden cross inscribed "Vive le roy de 
France." A second expedition took him up· the 
St. Lawrence, where he founded Mont Royal 
( Montreal) and in a third he established a 
colony near the present Quebec. Spent the 
last years of his life in his native countrv 
becoming Seigneur de Limoilon. ~ ' 

Quebec Bridge, Canada, S.G. 282. Two fatal 
miscalculations attended the building of this 
magnificent bridge, one of the largest canti
levers in the world, begun in 1899. The 
southern pier was finished in 1902, and by 1907 
a 500-foot anchor-arm, stretchi•ag shorewards, 
was completed, the cantilever arm by then 
stretching 200 feet over the river. At the 
close of the day's work on August 29 the 
whole structure collapsed and 75 workmen 
were killed. Work begain again in 1909 but 
in 1916 when nearly complete a second' col
lapse took place with the loss of nine lives. 
"Third time lucky," and the work \Vas fi►nished 
in May, 1917. 

Grand Prt:>, Acadian Memorial, Canada, S.G. 
296. Long-fellow's poem in hexamaters 
"~va.ngeline," telling a touching story of th~ 
evictions of Nova Scotians in the early 18th 
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century, is here recalled, for in the foreground 
is Evoogeline's statue and in the background 
a building erected in 1922 as a replica of St. 
Charles' Church where Evangeline worshipped. 
It is now a museum containing a fine and 
growing collection of Indian and Acadian 
(Nova Scotians) relics. Hard by are Evange
line's Well, the camp site of Colone] Wins
low's New Englamders and the Acadian Ceme
tery. The neighbourhood is now a national 
park. 

Panama Canal, Canal Zone, S.G. 84. A view 
of the Culebra or Gaillard Cut, an impressive 
feature of a colossal engineering feat, car
ried out in face of enormous difficulties. The 
original plans owed much to the genius of 
Ferdinand de Lesseps (q.v.) and work was 
started in 1880, but the company went bank
rupt and work was not resumed till 1895. 
Malaria proved another deadly enemy. In 
1904 the United States Government took 
charge, and the canal was opened on August 
15, 1914, a 12,000-mile sea-journey between 
the east and west coasts of North America 
being thus saved. Misfortunes were not over, 
however, for the following year serious lan_d
slides blocked the canal for three years. To
day it carries as much traffic as Suez. It is 
about 50 miles long, with 12 locks, and at one 
point the level of water is 100 feet above 
the sea. 

Jasina, Ruthenian Church, Carpatho-
Ukraine. A memorial of a frustrated hope. 
The Carpatho-Ukrainian Diet was to have been 
opened at Rachov on March 2, 1939, and this 
stamp was prepared to be issued that day. 
It is of the same design as the 60 heller value 
of the Czechoslovak 1928 Independence issue 
(S.G. 281) and shows the little village of 
Jasina, then in Czechoslovak territory, with its 
wooden Ruthenian Church. But before the day 
came Hungary had annexed the territory, and 
the stamp was never issued for postage, 
though put oo sale at the Philatelic Agency 
in Prague on March 12. 

St. Ouen's Bay and Rocco Tower, Channel 
Islands, S.G. J8. Recalls a period in the his
tory of the Channel Islands that will never be 
forgotten-the German occupation of 1941-5. 
When the stock's of British stamps in the post 
offices were rufllning out it was feared that the 
Germans would impose their own stamps, per
haps even with Hitler's face, but they agreed 
to stamps being issued locally. These were 
first of an arms type in both Guernsey and 
Jersey, but later Jersey issued a set of six 
pictorials, designed by Edmund Blampied, en
graved by H. Cortot and printed at the French 
Government Works in Paris. This, the highest 
value, shows a cart filled with vraic (seaweed 
for ma'llure) being driven along the wet sands 
of St. Ouen's Bay, with the Rocco Tower, one 
of a series of Martello Forts, in the back
ground. Mr. Blampied's two ornaments at the 
foot approach as near as he dared to G.R. 
and escaped the notice of the Germans. 

Cocos Island, Costa Rica, S.G. 229. Cocos 
Island, as the stamp shows, lies 5 degrees 30' 
north by 87 degrees west, some 550 miles S.W. 
of Panama. It has long been associated with 

treasure, especially that hid by Benito Booito 
in 1820 and that raided from Lima about the 
same time in the Peruvian War of Indepen
dence. The map shows two bays, Wafer to 
the west and Chatham to the east, on the 
north of the island. Bonito's hoard is said 
to be buried in Wafer Bay and the Peruvian 
treasure in Chatham. Numerous attempts have 
been made to find them, some with the ap
proval of the Costa Rican Government and 
some without, but so far without success. 

Arkadi Monastery, Crete, S.G. 109. This 
monastery, once the richest in Crete, on the 
slopes of Mount Ida, seen in the background, 
became famous in the insurrection of 1866. It 
was considered a safe stroin.ghold, and hundreds 
of women, children and old men took refuge 
there. The Greek commander, however, failed 
to give it adequate protection and it was sur
rounded by a force of 6,000 Turks, who pene
trated to the courtyard. At this point the 
Abbot, Gabriel Manessis (see Greece, S.G. 451) 
proposed to the refugees a heroic measure. 
They agreed, and after giving them his bless
ing he set fire to the powder-magazine, the 
explosion of which buried 200 Turks as well 
as all the defenders grouped round the Abbot. 

London, Statute of Richard I, Cyprus, S.G. 
130. Richard "Coeuer-de-Lion" was born at 
Oxford on September 8, 1157 and came to the 
throne in 1189. A romantic figure but an un
profitable king. Heavily taxed his people for 
money for the Third Crusade, which at first 
succeeded but later failed. Visited Cyprus on 
his way to Palestine, and after defeating the 
Emperor Isaac Comnenus seized the island for 
England, later selling it to raise funds for 
the crusade. He married Berengaria in a 
chapel at Limassol. While returning to Eng
land after signing a truce with Saladin he 
was shipwrecked and wandered over Europe 
in disguise. The German Emperor imprisooed 
him and demanded a huge ransom. He was 
mortally wounded at the Siege of Chalus, Nor
mandy, and died on April 6, 1199. 

l◄'amagusta, St. Nicholas, Cyprus, S.G. 131. 
I◄'amag-usta is near the ruins of Salamis on 
the east coast of Cyprus and rose to import
ance in the Lusignan dynasty, of which this, 
the ancient Cathedral Church, built in 1300, is 
a relic. Famagusta continued under the Vene
tians to be the island's chief port as well as its 
strongest fortress, but in 1571, in spite of 
heroic resistance, it fell to the Turks, and 
this ancient church, like St. Sophia in Istam
bu], became and has remained a mosque, and 
the city is but a shadow of its former self. 

Thomas Garrigue Masaryk, Czechoslovakia, 
S.G. 49t). A characteristic study, is·sued to 
commemorate the tenth anniversary of the 
death of the great Czech patriot. Son of a 
coachman of llodonin, Moravia (S.G. 479), he 
did brilliantly at school, but having no money 
for higher educatio,n became in turn lock
smith's apprentice and blacksmith's assistant. 
Gaining admission to the Brunn Gymnasium, 
he earned money for studies and keep by 
giving lessons, being a fine athlete as well as 
student. Moviug to Vienna, he became lec
tlll'er in philosophy first in Vienna University 
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and then dming the 1914-18 war in London, 
at which time the death sentence was passed 
on him by Austria for his writings. At the 
end of the war he returned to Prague and 
was elected the first President of Czechoslo
vakia, a position which he held with growing 
distinction till his death at 87. 

Dominica, Boiling Lake, Dominica, S.G. 108a. 
Dominica, one of the loveliest of the West 
Indian Islands, is about 29 miles by 16, with 
an area. of some 290 square miles. Its axis 
is a chain of volcanic mouintains rising to 
5,000 feet and over, and in the centre, at 2,000 
feet, is the Boiling Lake, of unknown depth, 
its temperature only a few degrees below 
boiling point, and the volcanic gases are so 
strong· that at times they raise the surface of 
the lake by several feet. It was discovered 
when the wind blew the sulphurous fumes to 
Roseau, the capital, and a certain Dr. Nicholls 
set out to find their source. 

(To be continued) 

* * * ISRAEL 
Thanks to the Philatelic Services for a 

sp,ecial first day cover with the two stamps 
(20 pr. and 40 pr.) issued on the 2nd anni
versary of Independence Day, 6th of Lyar 
5710 (otherwise 23rd April, 1950). 

Also for one of 9th May with a 100-pruta 
stamp dedicated to the 25th anniversary of 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

* KENYA 
Mr. W. Tunstall writes that there has been 

found a retouch on the ls., similar to that 
previously reported on the 10c; also that the 
3s. has been found with the damage (a num
ber of dark patches on the mountain) which 
was responsible for the retouching' of that 
stamp. 

With regard to the new perfs. (131 x 120 
found recently in the Colony on the 50c and 
ls., although not among the stamps sold by 
the Crown Agents in London, he states that 
they are not generally obtainable at any or 
every post off ce. 

A further bit of news he sends is that the 
local philatelic society has been restarted un
der the name of "The Nairobi Stamp Club." 
We hop,e to hear more of its doings. 

* THE BEST U.P.U. STAMP 
"The Stamp Magazine" reports that Swed

ish philatelists recently had a ballot to desig
nate the country which issued the best U.P.U. 
stamps. The majority of votes went to Switz
erland; runners-up were the French Colonies, 
Bahawalpur and South Africa. 

* STAR ITEMS' 
African stamps tipped by writers in Rrit

ish philatelic papers as the best thing of the 
week, month or quarter, as the case might be, 
include the set of three Voortrekkers optd. 
S.W.A. mint, and Nigeria 5s. perf. 12 (S.G. 
59c) mint. 

GERMANY 
The May "Stamp Magazine" has an article 

by Mr. J. Douglas on the 1945-46 Eastern 
Zone issues which clarifies considerably the 
confusion about them. Many towns had to 
issue their own local stamps as no general is
sue was at first available or permitted. 

* ANILINE COLOUR 
According to the "West-End Philatelist" 

this term describes a colour produced by an 
ink of which coal-tar is an ingredient. It is 
not always easily identified. The Expert Com
mittee of the ''Royal" has recently annomrced 
with reference to the G.B. penny aniline scar
let of K.G. V that " ... only stamps which 
show an unusual translucence, unusual bril
liance of tone on the surface and extreme 
reaction to the quartz ray lamp ... " are 
going to be considered of an aniline dye 
printing. 

Presumably this dictum may apply also to 
other "anilines." 

* 
NEW ZEALAND 

Messrs. Whitfield King rep·ort that the 
Canterbury Centennial stamps wilJ be issued 
on 20th November, the opening day of the 
Canterbury Centennial Intc·rnational Phila
telic Exhibition, which will have a special 
postmark for the occasion. 

Published Monthly by the Philatelic 
Federation of Southern Africa 

All Rights of Reproduction Reserved. 
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,-------------------------: 
I BRITISH COLONIAL I 
t • 

I NEW ISSUES 1· 

i 
If you collect British Colonial N evv 
Issues and want an efficient s:ource of t 

t supp,ly at 10% over face or cost, why l 

I 
not send for the details of my service. ,• 
The steady increase in the number of 
new subscribers in the Union of South 

t Africa is testimony ,>f its efficiency. f 
• • • =======~--==== • 
• • ! Fortnightly List 3/- per annum :• 
J by sea mail (8/- per annum I by air). ____ t 

I Want Lists for Obsolete K.~.-~I Stan:: I 
I and all pre-1938 B.C. stamps are •♦ 

appreciated. t 

l l 
l T. K. PARSONS, l 
t t 
•1 West Wickham, Kent, l 
---------~~~~~~:: __________ J 
r--------------------------··--1 

I GAMBIA I 
• l I I have just acquired a fine I 
• specialised collection which l 

I am now breaking up 

ENQUIRIES INVITED t 

I I 
I DOUGLAS ROTH, I i B.P.A. ! 
l "Fairways" • 
• • f Mona Crescent. l 

NEWLANDS, CAPE PROVINCE l L ______________________ t 

~-♦++ ♦ ♦ ................................ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ........ ~ 
♦ ♦ 

: A FINE GENERAL STOCK t 
♦ 

: of British Empire & Foreign 
♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues 

Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 

Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

! PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 
♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

trading as 

: CAPE TOWN' STAM1P CO. 
♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

ROOMS 12 and Ila, 

·I 4a Adderley Street, 
! CAPE TOWN. 

+ 
♦ 

♦ .. 
•··. •• 
l • 
i 

I 
♦ 
♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

•· •· ♦ ♦ 
~ ♦-+ ♦ ♦ ♦--♦-++♦-♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦--♦ ♦-♦·♦ -+·♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ..... ~, 

♦♦♦ ♦ ♦-+-♦·♦-♦--♦-+ ♦ ♦-♦ ♦-♦ ... ♦·♦ ♦♦ ♦♦ ... +-♦--+++-+ 
♦ ♦ 

♦ ♦ 

! JOIN THE ! 
♦ ♦ 

: FRENCH PHILATELIC i 
: SOCIETY OF AM,ERICA 

♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ • • 
♦ 

-·· ·--·--·---·--- ♦ 

♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

A non-profit organisation. 

"Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

♦ Members are entitled to receive the Society 
• Bulletins, which contain studies and information ! from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 
♦ A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
♦ Agency, supplies new issues of France and 
♦ Colonies at face value. 

t 
t 

♦ Membership: 
♦ Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 ti' ! Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in 
♦ South African currency to the "South African 
•••: Philatelist," Johannesburg. i 

For additional information and application form 
write to: 

~ u!:.:~ •~;!::, ·•, . J 
• Montreal - Canada , 
♦ 

;.. ......... ~·♦♦♦-♦♦--+ ♦•••••• ........... , 
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THE SOUTH AF'RlCAN PHILATELIST 

BONI> STREET 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

All serious collectors can take an active p'a:rf' in the H. R. Harmer 
Auctions in Bond Street, London. Special light-weight editions of 
all London Auction catalogues are available, and the excellent air 
service between Great Britain and South Africa ensures that clients 
receive full particulars of forthcoming sales in ample time to send 
in their bids. For full particulars of subscription rates (by Second
class Airmail) see below. 
IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING, no matter whether a single 
rarity or a twenty-volume collection, we have over 3,000 leading 
collectors all over the world who are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street. ~uctions. S~md for free leaflet giving full particulars of 
Comm1ss10n terms, insurance arrangements, etc. 

June, 1950. 

------- FORTHCOMING SALES---
JUNE 26, 27 * Air Mail Editions 

of Auction Catalogues 

32 

First Day: Valuable Gt. Britain and Colonial 
'Collections, notably G.B., Bahamas, Br. ·Colum
bia, Gambia, N. Brunswick, Newfld., Trinidad, 
Victoria, etc. Second day: Specialised Silver 
Jubilee and other choice Commonwealth 

Properties. 
JULY 3, 4 

Br. Commonwealth, etc., including Collections 
offered by order of Lt. Col. H. E. Crocker, of 
London, a,nd by order of Lt. Col. C. C. Eccles, 

of South Croydon. 
JULY 10, 11 

A Fine General Sale with many outstanding 
' properties. 

Illustrated Catalogues for above Sales, 
6d. each. 

Subscription Rates 
(/) For the General Collector 
All London Catalogues, or British 
Commonwealth (per S.'G. Part 1), 
or Great Britain, Cyprus, Malta, 

Eire and Gibraltar. 
£3 for 12 mont'hs. 

(2) For the Specialist 
Choice of any three Specialised 
Groups of Countries (ask for List 

of Countries). 
£2 for 12 months. 

Note: Above rates include all Lists 
of Prices Realised. For New York 
and Sydney auction catalogues 

write to addresses below. 

AND AT 
NEW YORK 

( address below) 

34-42 NEW BOND STREET 

LONDON, W.I. ENGLAND 

Cables: "Phistamsel, London" 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 

( address below) 

7ew"York 2B Castlereagh St., Sydney, 

1 Philatelic F;der~iolJ. vi Southern Africa. Sole tVbolesale Distributors: Central News 
hannesburg. 'Printed by Magazine Pre:--R (Proprietary), Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

Johannesbur~ 
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'?;HE SOUTH AFRICAN 
PHILA TEL15 T 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Price 9d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 9d. 

i 
I 

Vol. 26. No. 7. 

PAMPHLETS AND 
REPRINTED ARTICLES 

Great Britain Stamps of 1942 
Overprinted "M.E.F.", by 

---

J. A. F irebrace . . 2/6 

Notes on the Early Cancel
lations of New Zealand, by 

Dr. J. K. L. Scott 

Ocean Penny Post, by Samuel 
Graveson 

The Philatelic Dictionary, by 
Dr. Eric Singer. English
French-German . . 

Postal Cancellations in Manu
script, by L. R. Ray 

Consular Offices in Japan, 

5_1-

5/ -

5/-

2/6 

by Robson Lowe l /-

The Systematic Study of 
Postal History, by Robson 
Lo,ve . . 6d. 

Sounnir Catalogue of the 
David Miller Brown Collec
tion (Uniform Penny Post
age ,Provisionals of Great 
Britain 1840-1853), by L. R. 
Ray . . ';,/-

The St. Lucia Philatelist 
No. I 1948 2/-

No. II 194~ 2 /-

Ocean Mails, by Philip 
Cockrill . . 2/6 

. 
JULY, 1950. Whole No. 304 

Philatelic Literature 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS 

tVol. I. 

Vol. II. 

'1Vol. III. 
i•Vol. IV. 

*Vol. V. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 
available in 1950 .. 

The third printing will be 

AFRICA. For immediate delivery .. 

ASIA ............. . 

AUSTRALASIA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

WESTERN HEMIS:PHERE .. 

21/-
21/-

21/-

21/-

21/-
,:, Orders can be accepted for publication during 1950 and 1951. 

t Orders can be accepted for delivery early in 1950. 

GUIDE LINES 'I'O THE PENNY BLACK by P. C. Litchfield 
This work incorporates hundreds of illustrations, data for 
plating every letter of every plate, and second states .. 

THE OVERLAND MAIL by J. K. Sidebottom, O.B.E. 
A most valuable reference work for the student interested 
in the postal services to India, embodying also refe1·ences 
of interest in respect of Austria, Egypt, France, Malta, 
etc. The many illustrations include fascinating covers and 
Lt. Waghorn's signatures . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

POSTAGE STAMPS IN THE MAKING 
by John Easton 
With over 350 illustrations . . . . . . . . 

THE ONE ANNA AND 1'W0 ANNAS POSTAGE STAMPS 
OF INDIA, 1854-55 by L. E. Dawson, F.R.;p .S.L. 

25/-

25/-

21/-

Ordinary Editions . . . . . . . . . . . . 30/-

De Luxe Ed~ion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42/-

THE POST OFFICE AT NOTTINGHAM 
by A. W. 'G. Hall . . . . . . . . . . 25/-

THE LOCAL POS'i:'3 OF LONDON, 1660-1840 
By G. Brummell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3/6 

THE CANCELLATIONS OF THE RHODESIAS AND NYASA
LAND by H. C. Dann 

A new book that is confidently recommended to Stamp 
ColleC'tors and all students of this territory. 1,335 different 
postal cancellations are described, over 150 illustrated in 
addition to numerous maps and plates . . . . . . . . 15/-

Po:itage 9d. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
PIIIJ,ATELIC PUBLISHERS 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.I 
Telephone: Trafalgar 4034. Cables: "STAMPS, LONDON." 
Also at: Bournemouth, Philadelphia, Melbourne and Bombay. 

1 
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I 
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SENSATIONAL OFFER 
Jlint, Geor;:e VI at, Face. 

Fine Collection with many Scarce Obsolete and Obsolescent 

The following are included all Mint and unmounted : 

ADEN, 1938 set to l0R., obsolescent. 
ADEN QU' AITI, ½ to 5R., obsolescent. 
ADEN KATHIRI, } to 5R., obsolescent. 
ANTIGUA, 1938, ½d.-5s. 
AUSTRALIA, 1938-44 set (5s., 10s., £1 ob.;olete). 
AUSTRALIA, 1945, 2?;d.-5!id., obsolete Gloucester. 
BAHAMAS, current (ex. l0d.), 5s. is obsolete. 
BECHUANALAND, 1938, ½d.-l0s. 
BASUTOLAND, 1938, }d.-l0s. 
BERMUDA, set to £1 (ex. 2s.) current. 
BRITISH GUIANA, current set to $1. 
BRITISH HONDURAS, 1938, lc.1-$5, complete. 
BR. SOLOMON ISLANDS, current }d.-l0s. 
BRITISH SOMALILAND, 1942, ½A.-5R., obso-

lescent. 
CAYMAN ISLANDS, set, 10s. obsolete. 
CEYLON, Z.c.-5R. (ex. 2R.). 
CYPRUS, current, :lp.-£1, CO\llplete. 
DOMINICA, 1938, ¼d.-5s. (ex. 2;\d.). 
FALKLAND ISLS., current to £1 (ex. 6d., ls. 

3d. ). 
FALKLANDS-

GRAHAM LAND, obsolete ovps. 
SOUTH GEORGIA, obsolete ovps. 
SOUTH ORKNEYS, obsolete ovps. 
SOUTH SHETLANDS, obsolete ovps. 

FIJI, current to 5s. (ex. 8d.). 
GAMBIA, current to 10s. (ex. ls. 3d.). 
GIBRALTAR, current 1d. to £1 (ex. ls., 5s.). 
GILBERT AND ELLICE ISLS., 1938, 1d. to 5s. 
GRENADA, current to 5s. 
GOLD COAST, 1938 !id.-l0s., obsolete. 
JAMAICA, current ½d.-l0s. 

NEW ZEALAND, obs. set to 3s. 
KENYA, current lc.-£1 (ex. 20c., 2s.). 
MAL1'A, set to 10s., obsolete. 
MAURITIUS, 2c.-10R., obsolescent. 
M.E.F., 1943 ld.-2s. 6d., obsolete. 
MONTSERRAT, ½d.-5s., current. 
MUSCAT, 1944 scarce obsolete Centenary, cat. 

·£2 18s. 9d., almost 5 x face. 
NEWFOUNDLAND, obsolete set to 48c. 
NUIE, 1938, ?;d. to 3s., obsolete. 
NIGERIA, current to 5s. (ex. 4d.). 
NORTHERN RHODESIA, id. to £1, current. 
NY ASALAND, 1938, !id. to £1 obsolete, rare. 
ST. HELENA, current ½d.-l0s. 
ST. KITTS-NEVIS, current ½d.-5s. (ex. ls.). 
ST. VINCENT, 1938, ?;d.-£1, obsolete. 
SAMOA, ½d.-3s., current. 
SEYCHELLES, current to 5R. (ex. 6c., 15c., 

50c.). 
SIERRA LEONE, id. to £1 (current). 
SOUTH WEST AFRICA, ?;d.-ls. 3d., obsolete 

Bantams. 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, le. to $4.80, current. 
TONGA, 1944, Jubilee, ld.-ls., obsolete. 
TONGA, 1942, ½d. to 5s. 
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS, current to 10s. 
VIRGIN ISLANDS, 1938, ½d. to 5s. 
ZANZIBAR, current set to 10s. 
ZANZIBAR, 1944, obsolete Al Busaid. • 

N.B.-Many of the above described as current, 
e.g., Mauritius, Sierra Leone, are the scarce 1938 

originals with brown gum. 

This is, T helieve, one of the most attractive offers ever made in South Africa. There 
is seldom a chance of purchasing current issues of the Empire at face, but the oppor
tunity of ohtaininl! some really desirable obsoletes at the same figure may never occur 

again. Thus, the lot is a give-away at its 

F A C E V A L U E £52 17 6. 

One collection also available in blocks of four, pro rata. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
2S-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
Box No. 1607 Hours 10 a.m.-2.30 p.m. Phones: Office 33-8494, Residence 43-1519 
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THE EDITOR'S CORNER 
Philatelic Federation 

A meeting of the Executive Committee was 
held towards the end of June. Minutes may 
have reached Member Societies by the time 
this is in print, but reference may be made 
here to one or two matters considered. 

Expert C 0-m,1,zi ttee.-Following instructions 
given at last Congress, an Expert Committee 
has been constituted and plans and regula
tions drawn up for its working. It hopes to 
be able to start functioning very soon; it will 
deal only with stamps of the countries of 
Africa south of the equator. 

Union Catalogue.-A small sub-committee 
was set up to submit plans for the compilation 
of a new Catalogue and Handbook of the 
Stamps of the Union, these plans to be sub
mitted to Congress in October. Stocks of 
the present catalogue are almost everywhere 
exhausted and there is a big demand for a 
new one. 

Charity Stamps.-There is apparently strong 
pressure being put on the Government by 
welfare organisations for an issue, or a series 
of issues, of semi-postals, the surtaxes to be 
devoted to various charitable institutions. In 
the past the Government has not been in 
favour of this method of financing charities, 
but apparently now the state of Mother Hub
bard's cupboard is such that they are inclined. 
to give the proposal favourable consideration. 
However, a philatelic opinion on the matter 
was asked for. 

The Committee unanimously expressed their 
strong disapproval of any such project. In so 
doing, they were voicing their own opinions, 
the opinion of a Congress meeting of two or 
three years back, when a proposal for anti
tuberculosis semi-postals was put forward, and, 
they hoped, the views of most stamp collec
tors in the country. The feeling was that 
postage stamps should be issued for postal 
purposes, not for revenue raising with the 
consequent exploitation of one section of the 
-community, the stamp collectors. 

ROLL OF HONOUR 
DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS 

SIR HOWARD GORGES, K.C.M.G. 

The name of Sir Howard Gorges is probably 
but little known to most present-day phila
telists, unless they are of the elect who delve 
deeply into the study of "Capes." 

The following particulars of his career have 
been extracted from "Who Was Who." 

Born in King William's Town in 1872 and 
educated at the South African College, Cape 
Town, he was in the Cape Civil Service from 
1889-1901, and in that of the Transvaal from 
1901-1910. On the formation of Union he was 
appointed Secretary of the Inte.rior; was Chief 
Press and Postal Censor for the Union, 1914-
15. He was then seconded on General Botha's 
personal staff to organise the Public Service 
of South West Africa, of which he became 
firstly Chief Secretary and then Administra
tor from 1915 to 1920. His knighthood was 
awarded him in 1919; he died in November, 
1924. 

His name was included in the Roll of Honour 
at its institution in 1932, because of his ori
ginal research work on Cape stamps. He had 
a large collection of these, but that of itself 
was not sufficient to merit his ranking as a 
distinguished philatelist. He was a collector, 
however, who lived up to the slogan "Study 
Your Country's Stamps." His most outstand
ing work was on the Woodblocks and he was 
largely responsible about 1910-11 for sorting 
out and publishing the ascertainable facts 
about the shades of printing of these stamps 
and of the positions of the colour errors. 

* TRISTAN DA CUNHA 
More detailed rumours of stamps for the 

island! A note in "Stamp Collecting" reports 
that a lady on the island has written to her 
brother that there is definitely to be a set 
of stamps; the designs have been chosen, 
although no date of release is given. The 
denominations will not be in potatoes, but 
?ad., ld., Hd., 2M., 3d., 6d., ls., 2s. and 2s. 6d. 
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·········----···· ... ~----•◄•---·-----, 

Union Notes ! 
Sub-Editor: Mr. W. N. Sheffield, I 

Box 99, Cleveland, Transvaal. I 
'----·················· .... ~ ... ~~~ 
Summary of the Union Postage Due Stamps 

Following the note in our June number 
recording the printing of ld. and 3d. postage 
due stamps from a new Exterior Cylinder 33 
(used for both values), Mr. A. H. Sydow, 
writing from Cape Town, records that with 
the exception of a change in the setting of 
the name "SUIDAFRIKA" to a hyphenated 
form "SUID-AFRIKA," the frame designs of 
the new stamps are the same as in the pre
vious issues. 

Pointing out that the change necessitated 
a new Master Negative and a new 240-set Dia
positive for the frame cylinder No. 33, he is 
of the opinion that the original Master De
sign with "SOUTH AFRICA" at the top, 
"SUIDAFRIKA" at the bottom and the words 
"POSTAGE DUE" and "TE BETA.AL" at the 
left and right respectively, was used for this 
latest issue but with a new drawn tablet of 

"SUID-AFRIKA" (hyphenated) superimposed 
on the old unhyphenated pattern. A new 
Master Negative was then produced from the 
modified design and subsequently used in the 
"Step and Repeat" camera for the making of 
a new frame diapositive showing "SUID
AFRIKA" in its changed form. 

The old Interior Cylinders-No. 39 for the 
ld. and No. 6921 for the 3d.-have been used 
again and in consequence the few small print
ing flaws present on the value portion of some 
stamps of the previous issues, will also be 
found on the same stamps in the new print
ing. Probably the most interesting in this re
gard is the vertical white line running through 
the "D" of the value on a 3d. stamp, Row 
7 /No. 5-top left hand pane-which could 
quite aptly be termed the "Split D" variety. 
Incidentally, it should be noted that the cylin
der numbers given for these postage due 
stamps do not appear on the sheets. 

Mr. Sydow has compiled the accompanying 
table and notes setting out the different print
ings of the Postage Due Stamps authorised 
for use in the Union from the time of the 
Transvaal set in 1910 (listed Al) to the cur
rent ld. and 3d. screened rotogravure stamps 
designated in the Table as "D9." 

The significances of the letters and nume
rals in the foregoing diagram are as follows: 

THE POSTAGE DUE LABELS OF THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

I 

I I I. 2. I 3. id. Id. 
---- --~-

I - - FN I FX FX : FN I 
A 1 i TT E s i E s 

I 

I 

I B 2 I i TT E s E s 

B 3 I PP LL 
I 

LL I 

! 
I 

B4 I ! PP LL LL 
I 

C 5 TT ES I ES I I 

I C 5 C TT ! 
! 

C 6 cc : IT Ru Z i I --
C 6 cc I I i Ru Ru/ 

C 7 
I 

C 
l I Rs I Rs I I I 

C 8 I cc i I I Rs Rs I Rs Rs I : I 
D9 

I 
cc I I I i Rs Rs I 

I t 

E 1 I i TT : ES i ! 

F 1 cc I pp 00 00 I I 

G 1 I TT ! ES 
I i i 

Column 1 

"Al": The Transvaal set printed by Thos. 
De La Rue & Co., Limited, authorised for use 
in the Union subsequent to the 31st May, 

l½d. 2d. 3d. 5d. 6d. 1/-. 

FN FN FN FN FN FN 

ES 

I 

ES 
I_ES ES ES 

ES ES 

I 

ES ES E s 
LL 

I 
LL LL I LL I LL 
-----~-- ;;: ~~1 

I 

E s i ES 

I 

---·--

I Ru Z I I 
I Ru Rs I Ru Ru I Ru Ru I 

I Rs I Rs i 
I ! 

I Rs Rs I Rs Rs I Rs Rs 
I 

I I Rs Rs I I 
ES 

I ! 

I 00 I 00 
I 00 

-·---
ES 

I I I 

1910-S.G. 1 to 7-inscribed "TRANSVAAL " 
"POSTAGE DUE" and "POST OFFICE." ' 

"B.2": Set printed by Thos. De La Rue & 
Co., Limited-S.G. 1 to 7-iriscribed "UNION 
OF SOUTH AFRICA," "UNIE VAN ZUID, 
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AFRIKA," "POSTAGE DUE" and "TE BE
TALEN." 

"B3" and "B4": Sets printed by the Union 
Government Printer-S.G. 11 to 16-inscribed 
"UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA," "UNIE VAN 
ZUID AFRIKA," "POSTAGE DUE" and "TE 
BET ALEN." 

"C5" to "CS": Sets printed by the Union 
Government Printer-S.G. 17 to 39-inscribed 
"SOUTH AFRICA," "SUIDAFRIKA," "POST
AGE DUE" and "TE BETAAL." 

"D9": Set printed by the Union Government 
Printer, inscribed "SOUTH AFRICA," "SUID
AFRIKA," "POSTAGE DUE" and "TE 
BETAAL." 

"El" and "Gl": Sets Printed by Thos. De 
La Rue & Co., Limited, for Basutoland and 
Swaziland-S.G. 1 and 2 in each instance. 

"Fl": Set printed by Bradbury, Wilkinson 
& Co., Limited, fol South West Africa
S.G. 47 to 51. 

The Postage Due Labels of Basutoland, 
South West Afrika and Swaziland have been 
included in the foregoing summary in con
formity with a note excerpted from an Official 
Post Office Guide of the Union of South Africa, 
to wit: 

Note.-For postal and telegraph purposes, 
Basutoland, South West Africa and Swaziland 
are regarded as part of the Union of South 
Africa, and the inland rates of postage for all 
classes of mail matter apply to these terri
tories, with the except'ion that the Agricultural 
Parcel Post is not extended to Swaziland or 
South West Africa (including Walvis Bay). 

Column 2 
"C": For Step and Repeat Camera; to show 

that photography has played its part in the 
production of plates and cylinders anent cer
tain of the items set out in the diagram ut 
supra. 

Column 3 
The letters in this column represent the 

types of printing employed: "T" for typo
graphy or letterpress which is printing fr~m1 
a raised surface; "P" for planography, which 
is printing from a fl.at surf ace or in other 
words surface-printing; "I" for intaglio, which 
is printing fron: below the surface of a p~ate 
or cylinder, or m other words recessed prmt
ing. 

Other Columns 
"F" for frame plates or cylinders; "N" for 

numeral plates or cylinders; "E" for electro
typed plates; "S" for stereotyped plates; "L" 
for lithographed plates; "Z'' for zincotyped 
plates; "Ru" for unscreened or screenless roto
gravure cylinders; "Rs" for screened roto
gravure cylinders; "0" for photo-litho off set 
plates. 

Reappearance of the Unscreened 5s. Pictorial 
Stamp 

The old unscreened 5s. pictorial stamp 
("Broken Jukskei" issue) with no marginal 
arrows on the sheet and produced from cylin
ders Nos. 6929 Internal and 41 External, ap
pears to be on general sale throughout the 
Union again. Enquiries indicate that stocks 

of the all-screened stamps, issued in Septem-'
ber last year with marginal arrows and the 
cylinder numbers "36" (Internal) and "6925" 
(External) printed on the bottom right hand 
corner of the sheet, have evidently petered out 
and their place taken by a supply of the earlier 
production. The screened stamp, which may 
now prove to be obsolete, was recorded in our 
October, 1949 issue as a new printing first 
observed on sale in Cape Town during the 
previous month. 

Reversed Perforations in the Georgian Series 
A letter received from Mr. R. E. Stott, of 

Oldham, England, mentions that he has a strip 
of three 2½d. King's Head stamps with the 
bottom margin attached and which appear to 
have been produced with what are generally 
known as "Reversed Perforations." 

As explained on page 15 of the Union Stan
dard Catalogue, the sheets of the Georgian 
Series were normally printed with the top 
margin perforated and the bottom margin im
perf orate, but the id., ld. and 2d. values are 
known to exist with that arrangement re
versed and hence the name to distinguish the 
variety from the ordinary and much more 
common production. There is apparently no 
previous record of the "reversed perforations" 
variety showing up on sheets of the 2!d. value 
and Mr. Stott would greatly appreciate con
firmation of its existence or any information 
on the subject. 

The following is an extract from H. E. 
Lobdell's monograph "The De La Rue Geor
gians of South Africa" (published by The 
Collectors Club, Inc.) which makes no men
tion of the variety being known on any 0f 
the values higher than the 2d. 

"Perforations Reversed: Caused by in,version 
of the sheet when fed to the perforator, so 
that the comb machine worked doionward on 
the sheet, thus leaving the top margin plain 
and the bottom perforated through. The 
varietv is known in some sheets of the M. 
(except with controls 1 and 2), of the ld. (ex
cept with control 5) and of the 2d. (Figs. 
28 and 35)." 

De La Rue Postage Due Watermark Variety 
Collectors of early Union watermark varie

ties will be interested in a copy of the 3d. 
De La Rue postage due (S.G. D4), which a 
Johannesburg reader, Mr. S. Kassar, has in his 
possession. 

Instead of the usual form of a Springbok's 
Head located near the centre of the stamp, 
or as it sometimes appears, with one portion 
at the top edge and the other part at the 
bottom, Mr. Kassar's specimen has evidently 
been printed with about the maximum pos
sible mis-alignment and in consequence the 
watermark is divided into four and the parts 
fairly evenly distributed at all four corners. 

The Diagonal White Lines on the Union 
Rotogravure Unscreened Stamps 

A matter of constant interest to students 
of the Union's Rotogravure stamps is the ap
pearance of the diagonal white lines which are 
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generally easily visible in the toned portions 
of the unscreened frame designs. 

Their purpose as "Doctor Blade" rests was 
illustrated and explained by Mr. A. H. Sydow 
in our September, 1949, issue, but in answer 
to a question on the subject by an overseas 
reader it may be mentioned that these lines 
are incorporated by the artist in the 0riginal 
Master Designs. They are drawn in white 
ink on the black background portions of the 
designs of those denominations in which they 
appear. 

In the case of the M. pictorial value issued 
in the second half of 194 7 and first recorded 
in "Gibbons Stamp Monthly," April, 1948, as 
showing a "cross-hatched" setting of the lines 
in the two broad top and bottom horizontal 
bars of the frame design, it can be stated 
that the effect was produced by criss-crossing 
the diagonal white ink lines on the original 
Master Design. 

Proposed New Edition of the Union Standarµ 
Catalogue of Postage Stamps 

In view of the success and marked increase 
of interest created in the Union's stamps by 
the publication of the first edition of the 
"Standard Catalogue of the Postage Stamps 
of the Union of South Africa," it was agreed 
at the June meeting of the Philatelic Federa
tion's Executive Committee to appoint a sub
committee for the purpose of preparing a 
revised and enlarged second edition of the 
catalogue. 

All readers interested in the matter who 
wish to submit corrections or additions to the 
1946 issue and 1948 Supplement, or present 
any information which could be considered for 
inclusion in the proposed new edition, are 
asked to write to Mr. Sam Legator, P.O. Box 
333, Brakpan, Transvaal, South Africa, who 
has kindly offered to receive all correspondence 
oi behalf of the Sub-Committee. Offers from 
specialist collectors of the Union's stamps who 
would like to assist in revising an~ classified 
section or sections of the catalogue would be 
particularly welcome. 

Postage Stamp Design Competition 
A Bulletin issued by the Post Office Publi

city Officer (Philatelic Section) Pretoria, con
tains the information that the following list 
of awards in the competition for designs for a 
new series of postage stamps for the Union 
of South Africa has been announced by the 
Postmaster-General: 

First Prizes, £75 Each 
Mr. A. S. Konva, 195 Beckett Street, Ar

cadia, Pretoria (THREE). 
Mr. J. K. Moll, The Lodge, Harfield Place, 

Claremont, Cape Town (TWO). 
Mr. N. van Sandwyk, 5 Young Road, Mill 

Park, Port Elizabeth (ONE). 
Second Prizes, £25 Each 

Mr. E. Thamm, Box 8124, Johannesburg 
(ONE). 

Mr. J. W. Bramham, 4 Ruby Street, Roset
tenville Extension, Johannesburg (TWO). 

Mr. J. K. Moll, The Lodge, Harfield Place, 
Claremont, Cape Town (ONE). 

In addition to the above, one design each 
submitted by Mrs. D. P. Thomas, Box 16, En
tebbe, Uganda, and Mr. N. van Sandwyk, 5 
Young Road, Mill Park, Port Elizabeth, has 
been selected for purchase at £25. 

"The number of suitable designs submitted 
was insufficient to permit of a complete series 
of new stamps being selected and the ser
vices of the special committee appointed to 
advise on questions relating to the proposed 
new designs are being retained for the time 
being to deal with the preparation of addi
tional designs to complete the proposed series 
and to arrange for the adaptation of selected 
designs." 

Printing Flaws on Small 2d. Pictorial Stamps 
In addition to the two 'small varieties men

tioned last month as present on the new small 
2d. stamps, a correspondent records that the 
dot on the inner frame line below the "H" 
of SOUTH-Row 9, Stamp 7-is a constant 
flaw. Incidentally, the "Broken d" given in 
last month's list as in Row 3/Stamp 6 should 
be corrected to read Row 3/Stamp 16. 

The variety listed as "Row 19/2-Two dots 
in sky" on the large 2d. pictorial (plum col
oured frame) in our~ June issue should be 
corrected to read Row 19/Stamp 4. 

W.N.S. 

AFRICA 
\Ye have some excellent approval books of all 
British Colonies in Africa, which we shall be 
glad to send to interested collectors against 

English references. 
Please State c.onntries in which interested. 
Fine copie,5 only are -mounted, and our prices 

are reasona1>le. 

! We have also some fine books of Wf'st lndies, 
and other Colonials. \Ve also specialise in 
Great Britain, of which we have a fine stock. 

I H. A. L. HUGHES & CO. 
28 Nelson House, Park Road, 

L ... • .. __ .. ::t:r~~:o:gh". _______ _ 
AUSTRALIA 

Under the heading "Scandal in Common
wealth," the April number of the "Australian 
Stamp Monthly" deals with the many reports 
which have been appearing in the Press into 
the alleged leakage of large quantities of im
perforate stamps, etc., from the Common
wealth Note and Stamp Printing Branch. An 
official enquiry is now taking place. 

They give the following list of suspect 
items so far as known to them: 

Imperf. all round. Ud., Queen; 2.M., K.G. 
VI; 4d. Koala; 6d. Kookaburra; 9d. Platypus; 
ls. Lyre Bird (small type); ls. 6d. Air Mail 
(old type); 2½d. Newcastle. 

Tete-Becke. 2~d. K.G. VI. 
Other Varieties. 2M. Peace, perf. on no 

wmk. paper; 3½d. Newcastle in an extraordi
nary dull ultramarine shade; 5s. Robes with 
heavy clear offset at back; 2½d. K.G. VI on 
"toned" paper. 
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! SYDNEY VIEWS 
• ' I have the following plate positions in stock. 

All very fine to superb : 
ld. Pl. I. Nos. 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 17, 

18, 19, 21, 22, 23. 

II. Nos. l, 2, 4, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 16, 
17, 19, 20, 23, 25. 

2d. Pl. I. Nos. 1, 2, 5, 8, 10, 11, 12, 23. (Ret. 
21, 22). 

II. Nos. 4, 5, 7, S, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 
17, 21, 22, 24. (Ret. 9, 13, 18), 

III. Nos. 5, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 19, 24. 
IV. No8. 3, 6, 12, 13, 14, 15. 

V. Nos. 2, 11, 13, 16, 17, 24. 

3d. Nos. 1, 3, 12, 14, 17, 18. 

DOUGLAS ROTH, 
B.P.A. 

" Fairways " 1• 

Mona Crescent. 
NEWLANDS, CAPE PROVINCE l 

~ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ •••••••• - •••• ______ 1 

K.G. VI ISSUES 
Nowadays many firms are jostling one another for 
a share of the world wide demand for this most 
popular of all groups, but so sure are we of our own 
position that we gladly say let " 'em all come," and 
we mean it. You see, we saw the light a decade ago. 
We got rid of the rest of our stock and started to 
concentrate on K.G. VI stamps, and we have never 
regretted the step, for our stock is really magnillcent, 
and by trial and error through the years we have 
learned how to keep that stock magnificent ; how to 
keep track of all the new varieties and how to price 
our stock so that. our customers can have faith in 

our judgment. 
If you are a collector of K.G. VI stamps, you are 
leaving closed the most important door if you do 
not give us a chance to serve you. "\Ve are in the 
most important market in the world and more than 
hold our own. We issue a special air-mail edition 
of our Price List and New Issue Notes, and will be 
glad to book you a year's subscription for 6s., and 
don't forget until recently hundreds of collectors 
abroad were willing to pay up to 12s. a year for 

the same list and few dropped a subscription. 

The Commonwe·alth 
Sta.mp Coy, 

7 Leather Lane, Liverpool 2. 

--------------------MODE RN COLONIALS 
A copy of one of the most complete /Price Lists of 
GEORGE VI Colonials yet published is waiting for you. 
Listing mint and used, "straight" stamps, varieties and 
errors. If you are one of the many interested in this 
group, a specimen copy will be sent by Air for 6d. 

stamp on hearing. 

Additional members can be accepted for THE COLONIAL 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE. In operation since 1929, it 
comprises-
Section I: All major variations in design, colour, per

foration and paper. 
Section II: Crown Agents releases. New printings only 

of current Crown Colonies. 
Section III: Major variations ( as I) but USED. 
Section IV: Special requirements in mint or used. 

Commemoratives only, single country or small 
groups only. 

Full particulars on request. 

RECENT NOVELTIES .AND ISSUES: 
Kenya: Temporary perf. 13 x 12½ in issue for 

few weeks only, 50c. & 1/- mint or used 4/6 
Ex centre Plate 7B (withdrawn). Blocks of 4. 

showing "retouched mountain" variety with 3 
normals, 10c. at 7 /6, 1/- at 30/-. 

Br. Honduras: The latest sensation, 2c. perf. 11.8 
x 11.8 on thick creamy paper. Ex an early 
print but only recently found. Each 1/-

.J amaica: 5/- p. 13 on blued . . . . . . . . 35/-
Canada: New type King's heads, set of 5 1/4 

Do., errors "no Postes" rejected types . . 1/6 
As last, 1 & 3c. coils. Scarce . . . . . . 9d. 
New 50c. Oil Wells . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 

Barbados: Decimals, set to 24c. (used at 3/6) 3/-
Complete set (used at 29/6) . . . . . . . . . . 25/9 

Postages Extra Please 

EDWARD M. BERRY 
5 Knowles Road, Lytham, St. Annes, England 

··········------
Just Published 

1950 EDITION 

THE STANDARD CATALOGUE 
OF POSTAGE STAMPS OF 

THE WORLD 
PART I-BRITISH EMPIRE with Supplement 
for Burma, Egypt, Iraq, Ireland, Jordan, Nepal · 

and Palestine. 

The Standard Catalogue is the most practical 
guide for the stamp collector whose interests li~ 
in standard varieties to the exclusion of per-
foration measurements, shades and other '· 

specialist items. 

By the inclusion of watermarks and other neces
sary data, but without attempting extreme sim
plification, the Catalogue is the ideal medium for 
the speedy and accurate identification of Postage 

Stamps. 

Price, 7 s. 6d. 

From your local dealer, or direct (postage 8d.) 
from: 

WHITFIELD KING & CO., 
IPSWICH, ENGLAND 

Established 1869 

······-·-·····-··----
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l Reviews · 
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The Recent Two-Cent U.S. En1.•elope Dies oj 
the Series of 1904, by L. H. Barkhausen. 
Published by the American Philatelic 
Society, P.O. Box 800, State College, Pa. 
Price $2.00. 

This is a masterly study of one envelope 
stamp. Some 200 dies were originally made 
for this stamp of 1903, but O"\\ing to heavy 
increase in usage, there was quick deteriora
tion of them and retouching and recutting 
was instituted. 

In the recut series of 1904 no less than 
143 major and 41 sub-typesr are recognised as 
showin~ distinct differences in details. The 
major types are all illustrated. 

The Pl?>rsian Gulf, by Major T. L. C. Tom
kins. Published by ·'Stamp Collecting, 
Ltd.," 27 Maiden Lane, Strand, London 
W.C. 2. Price 3/6. 

This is, for the first time, a groupmg of 
the posts of various ports in the Persian Gulf, 
their why and wherefore, their history and, 
well illustrated and in detail, their postmarks. 

Some of these posts are: fairly familiar by 
name to collectors of British o·r Indian stamps 
overprinted for use in them, others to col
lectors of "India used Abroad." Others, such 
as Dubai, Henjam, Jask and Guadur, are 
probably unknown even by name to most col
lectors. 

Altogether a very fascinating story. 

Stanley Gibbons Catafogue, Part III. l'rice 
2/8 post free, and Part VIII. Price 5/3 
p,ost free. 391 Strand, London W.C. 2. 

; With the issue of these two parts the first 
,post-war revision of their sectional catalogues 
is now complete. 

Part III deals with the U.S.A. and U.S. 
possessions, having been out of print since 
November, 1948. There are a large number 
of price alterations, partly due to devaluation, 
partly to rising values of the early and middle 
issues. 

Part VIII includes all independent states 
in Africa and Asia not covered by other cata
logue sections. It als:o has complete lists of 
Burma, Egypt, Iraq and Jordan which now 
appear in Part I only up to the time when 
they ceased to form part of the British 
Empire. 

:The Triangular Stamps .of the Cape of Good 
Hope, by D. Alan Stevenson. Published 
by H. R. Harmer, Ltd., 39-42, New Bond 
Street, London S.W. 1. Price £3 3s. 

Philatelists have been presented with an
other "Philatelic Gem" in the shape of a most 
beautiful book on the Triangular Stamps of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 
. The stamps of the Cape of Good Hope have 
already been so extensively studied that we 

all thou~ht the last word about them had been 
said; the 142 pages of this splendid work 
prove that we were wrong. 

Among the numerous illustrations, there 
are 21 large plates, four of which are repro
duced in their natural colours. 

To gather this vast amount of detailed in

formation about the dies and re-entries much 
research must have been done,, It is remark
able that so many new flaws and other pe
culiarities previously unheard of have been 
revealed in stamps which have been in exist
ence for close upon one hundred years. 

The typography is faultless, and the re
productions of the Perkins Bacon and the De 
La Rue printings as well as the Woodblock 
Stamps are masterpieces. 

The author is to be congratulated upon his 
contribution to Philately. It is to be hoped 
that the success he has had in throwin_g- new 
light on an already well discussed and studied 
subject w:ill revive interest in research among 
philatelists in the country where the stamps 
originated. 

It is not only collectors of the stamps of the 
Cape of Good Hope who will want his book 
but every student of philately should have a 
copy on his shelves. 

There is only one correction I would like to 
make, and that is that Francis and Co. did 
not make the triangular defacers; they were 
made in Cape Town by the successors to the 
firm of Twentyman and Co. who had made 
some of the early Letter Stamps: the name 
of the succesf:lors I am unable to trace. 

The oval date stamps were made in Eng
land by Francis and Co., but owing to delay 
in delivery, the~e we-re not issued to post
masters until December, 1853. 

A. A. J"urgens. 

r;::: ~~ -b:~ -~=~:::::o~-;~t:;_• 

I provincials to date, mint and used, in
cluding booklets, Boer War covers, etc., 
and should be pleased to receive offers 

l with full details of price, condition, 
quantities, etc. t 

I C. E. SHERWOOD, P.T.S. f 
I 105 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manche:t::• • I I Great Britain. 
~ ...... ~~······~~~~ ....... ~~ ....... 
.-------------------7 I PRINCE CHARLES f 
i ~~~1a1::a He

0
:1~~r~ti~~~r(~rit p;~t~a~e:r : 

! Prince Charles to appear on a stamp) to t 
i be issued in October, 1950. t 
I First Day Covers, 2/3 each. f 
! c.w.o. beforAe 

0

12th Sept., 1950, to t 
I J. SMUTS I 

L. -~:i~:::5~~:::~:,_ -------.I 
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I BUY AT AUCTION ! 
♦ ♦ t and pay a FAIR PRICE t 
; . 
; SELL AT AUCTION : 
♦ ♦ 
♦ ♦ 
• and receive a FAIR PRICE l 
l l 

I oo i 
i i 
f ~T~! \~~T~o~,; ! i LIMITED ;t 
♦ 34 South Street. Eastbourne, Sussex, ; ! England. 

! Cables: Rarities, Eastbourne. ! 
f ••••••••••••••• ••••••••••••••• : 

--- CALLI NG THE U.D.F. ! 

Collections, sheets and odds of 

ITALIAN SOMALILA,ND 

ERITREA 

ITALIAN EAST AFRICA 

M:EF, EAF, etc. Mint or on covers 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S. ARNOLD 2283. 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

r 
! BRITISH 
I COLONIALS 
t 
t 

t 

* * * 
Superb Stamps at Investment Prices. 

* * * 
t Want Lists receive prom pt personal 
f attention. 

! * * * 
I Approval Selections willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

* * * 
• IP. o. 

I 
i , 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

ANGLO-BOER WAR, 1900-02 
Registe1·ed G.B. envelopes, with additional ld. 
lilac, etc., used in S.A. Field and Army P.O.s. 

Per dozen assorted covers, 15/6. 

WORLD WAR I 
Union used in S.W.A. 1916/22, many interesting 

postmarks. 'Per dozen assorted covers, 12/6. 

WORLD WAR II 
Union and G.B. used in Egypt, and various 
Field, etc., P.O.s, many registered. Per dozen 

assorted covers, 12/6. 

SPECIAL OFFER 
1 dozen of each of above three different kinds, 

for only 35/- nett, post free, c.w.o. 

APPROVAL SELECTIONS 
at specially reduced stocktaking prices available 

on request against usual references. 

i A. LICHT1ENSTEIN, 
: B.P.A. I BOX 576, BLOEl\lFOKTEI~ , 
-- - - ••• ■ •• - - - ••• - •• ■ - • ■ - •• - - • - - 111111( 
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........................... ♦-♦, ................................................................ ""' 

t t JOIN THE 

i 
♦ 

I "Established to P,.,;,ote the Collection of 
; Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

A non-profit organisation. 

FRENCH PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF AM1ERICA 

I 
Members are entitled to receive the Society 
B-ulletins, which contain studies and information 

from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 
A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
Agency, supplies new issues of France and 

Colonies at face value. 
Membership: + Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 

♦ Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in 
• South African currency to the "South African ! Philatelist,'' Johannesburg. 

+ For additional information and application 

I F.;~;~A. 
f Universite de M0111treal 

% Montreal - Canada 

~ .............................. . 
BRITISH COLONIAL 

NEW ISSUES 

If you collect British Colonial New 
Issues and want an efficient source of 
supp,ly at 10% over face or cost, why 
not send for the details of my service. 
The steady increase in the number of 
new subscribers in the Union of South 
Africa is testimony 1)f its efficiency. 

Fortnightly List 3/- per annum 
by sea mail (8/- per annum 

by air). 

Want Lists for Obsolete K.G. VI Stamps 
and all pre-1938 B.C. stamps are 

appreciated. 

T. K. PARSONS, 
West Wickham, Kent, 

ENGLAND. 

A FINE GEN1ERAL STOCK 
of British Empire & Foreign 
G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues 

Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 

Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

' CAPE TOWN' ST AM1P CO. 
ROOMS 12 and Ila, 

14a Adderley Street, 
CAPE TOWN. 

WE WISH 
TO BUY 

PACKETS KILOWARE 

SINGLE STAMPS SETS 

As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 
United States. we are constant buyers, in large 
wholesale quantities, of all kinds of postage 
stamps, 

Send us a detailed list of your offers. which 
will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
References will be sent on request (if you do 
not already know us) so that you may deal 
with us with complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17 MASS. U.S.A. 
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THE PHOTOGRAPHIC N1EGATIVE AND POSITIVE iPLATES AND THE MULTl:PLE 

DIAPOSITIViES OF THE ROYAL SILV1ER WEDDl1N1G STAMPS OF THE 

UN1ION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
By 

W. N. SHEFFIELD, M. (s.A.) I.E.E., and A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(s.A.), 

.,;,,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

"Five Yea,rs (Henr11 IV) and Twenty Years 
(Henry V) Silver'd O'er (Sonnet Xll)"

S hakespeare 

On the 26th day of April, 1948, the Gov
ernment· of the Union of South Africa issued 
certain 3d. denominated postage stamps 
which commemorated the twenty-fifth anni
versary of the wedding of Their Majesties 
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. 

These postage stamps were printed at the 
Union Gove:rnment's Pretoria Printing Works 
by the rotogravure or rotary photogravure 
process on paper in the web which was man
ufactured by Samuel Jones and Company, 
Limited, of London, and which was water
marked in multiple by "Spring!bok Head" de
vices attached to a dandy roller made by Wm. 
Green, Son and Waite, also of London. The 
stamps were perforated to the gauge of 14 
all round by a multiple c-omb machine and 
were issued in sheets of 120 units each mar
shalled in 20 horizontal rows of 6. The stamps 
were inscribed in English and in Afrikaans 
alternately throughout the sheet-unit No. 1 
of horizontal row 1 was an English inscribed 
one. 

On the said stamps Their Majesties were 
portrayed in profile. Their portraits, which 
were adapted from photographs taken by the 
Court Photographer, Dorothy Wilding, were 
located between two sprays or branches of 
silvertree leaves (Leucadendron wrgenteum). 
The text matter in white on col:oured bases 
consisted of the wording '' Silver Wedding" 
and the name "South Africa" on each English 
inscribed unit, "Silwerbruilof" and "SUID
AFRIKA" on each Afrikaans inscribed one, 
and the years "192W' and ''1948" together 
with the symbols of value "3d." and "3d." 
common to both inscribed languages. The" 
words "POSSEEL" and ''POSSEEL" were 
shown in coloured text on white arch-shaped 
tablets on each Afrikaans inscribed stamp 
and the words "POSTAGE" and "POST
AGE" similarly on each English inscribed 
one. Each English inscribed and each Afri
kaans inscribed stamp depicted the letters 
''GE" in coloured script on a silvered shield or 
tablet. 

Two 120-set (20 x 6) copper-faced cylinders 
were utilised for the printing of these stamps, 
namely, Interior Cylinder No. 48 for the 
shields and the silver tree leaf sprays in silver 
ink and Exterior Cylinder No. 6923 for the 
remainder of the design in dark blue ink, also 
called navy blue or milori blue. 

The Composite Master Jlesign With 
English Text 

With the exception :of the two centrally up• 
permost words "Silver Wedding" the Master 
Design with dates, denomination and English 
text-''SOUTH AFRICA" and "POSTAGE" 
and "POSTAGE"-was composed and located 
on a rectangular piece of white cardboard 
which measured 12 inches by 10 inches. 

The working surface of the said white card 
was first of all air-brush sprayed for the pro
duction of an almost all black background, 
but by variation of the sprayed background 
density however, a comparatively light cen
tral area between the two portraits and two 
darker areas respectively to the right of the 
Queen's portrait and to the left of the King's 
portrait were effected. Vide the finished 
postage stamps. 

Two :original Dorothy Wilding portraits of 
the King and of the Queen, each one on a 
separate mount and each one of which meas
ured 5 inches by 4 inches, were obtained and 
the head and shoulders portion of the King's 
figure was cut out and affixed in the desired 
position on the black sprayed card. The 
p:ortrait of the Queen, being on a slightly 
smaller scale to that of the King, was re
-photographed and the reproduction of the 
head and shoulders enlarged to the size requi
site for cutting out and fitting into position 
opposite the King :on the Composite Master 
Design. (See "A" and ''B" on Figure). 

G. 

Fi?:ure 1. 
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Subsequently the following details were 
dessinated in white on the Composite Master 
Design: 
(1) Horizontal and vertical inner and outer 

frame lines marked ''C" and "D" on 
Figure 1. 

(2) Two arch-shaped tablets, one to the left 
and one to right of the design, marked 
''E" and "F" on Figure 1. 

( 3) The letters which comprised the name 
"SOUTH AFRICA," marked "G" on 
Figure 1. 

( 4) The numerals, letters anj stops for "3d." 
and ''3d." marked "H" and "I" on Figure 
1. 

(5) The numei-als in respect of "1923" and 
"1948" marked "J" and '·K" on Figure 1. 

The encircling sprays :or branches of silver 
tree leaves (marked ''M" and "N" on Figure 
1) and their connecting basic scrolls ( marked 
"0" and "P" on Figure 1) together with the 
'·GE" tablet or shield (marked "Q" in Figure 
1) were next dessinated in white. Thus were 
completed the white painted or drawn por
tions on the rectangular 12ins. x l0ins. card. 
Finally the letters of the words "POST AGE" 
and "POSTAGE" and of the initials ••GE" 
were drawn in black on the arch-shaped tab
lets "E" and ''F" and the shield or tablet "Q" 
respectively. This composite and basic 
Master Design with its English inscriptions 
lmt without the words "Silver ·weddingn was 
then photographed and a master negative 
thereof obtained on a small thin glass photo
graphic plate, called for the purpose of this 
article the Principal Master Negative ''A". 

The Composite Master Design With 
Afrikaans Text 

A small white card was cut into oblongt.. 
shaped requisite size, brush-sprayed and a 
black background obtained. On this very 
background the letters which comprised the 
name "SUID-AFRIKA" were dessinated in 
white. (See "R" on Figure 2). This small 
oblong-shaped card-with the name ''SUID
AFRIKA"-was then affixed to the composite 

Silver\Veddin~ 
t 
u 

R. ,v 

,SU I 0-i.AJRI KA 
! ,:.., • 

Figure 2. 

l\faster Design in a position which entirely ob
scured- the name "SOUTH AFRICA"-"G" on 
Figure 1. The letters of the words "POSS EEL" 
and "POSSEEL" were drawn in black respect
ively on two curved-shaped pieces of thin 
white card (marked "S" and •'T" on Figure 
2) . These two cards also kere affixed to the 
composite Master Design in positions which 
entirely obscured the words "POSTAGE" and 
"POSTAGE"-·'E" and "F" on Figure I. In 
other words the name "SUID-AFRIKA'' cov
ered the name ''SOUTH AFRICA" and the 
words "POSSE.EL" and ''POSSEEL" covered 
the words "POSTAGE" and "POSTAGE" and 
accordingly metamorphosed the composite 
Master DesigE with its English inscriptions 
into a composite Master Design with Afri
kaans inscriptions. The thus transmuted 
composite Master Design-bt1t without the 
word ''Silwerbruilof"-was then photo
graphed and a master negative obtained on 
a small thin glass photographic plate, called 
for the purpose of this article the Principal 
Master Negative "B". 

The "Silver 1,vcdding" and ''Silwerb11u:ilof" 
Contact Positive Plates 

The next step in the procedure was the in
corporation of the words ''Silver Wedding" 
and the word "Silwerbruilof" in the positions 
in which they appeared .. m the respective 
English and Afrikaans inscribed stamps. For 

Silwe~b,-uilof 
1 

V 

Figurn. 3. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

J"uly, 1950. THE SOl)TH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 111 

this purpose two large white cards were taken. 
On the one card the words "Silver Wedding" 
were drawn in black and in normal reading 
posture as per ''U" in Figure 3, whilst on the 
other card the word "Silwerbruilof" was 
drawn in normal reading posture in black 
as per "V" in Figure 3. Each one of these 
two white cards with black inscriptions was 
then photographed, and two negatives thereof 
obtained respectively on two thin glass photo
graphic p,lates called for the purpose of this 
article the Principal Master Negatives "C" 

and ''D." From these two inscriptional 
Master Negati1;es with their lettering in 
white (:or actually transparent) and in re
versed reading postures as per ""\V" and "X" 
in Figure 4, two inscriptional Contact Posi
tives of equivalent dimensions were obtained 
by direct contact printing. On these two posi
tives the lettering appeared in black and in 
nonnal reading- postures as per "U" and •'V" 
in Figure 3. 

Figure 4. 

Individual Sets of Silver Weddings 

" " 
,, ,, 

" 
" 

Empire U.P.U.'s 

Foreign U.P.U.'s 

( To be continued) 

At Ruling Market Prices 

Union coil stamps K.G. V., Min't complete 5 stamps (S.G. 3a, 6a, 8a, 9b, I0a) 
per set 13/6 

SPECIAL OFFER: K. G. VI. Mint, obsolete top values 

Bahrain: S.G. 36, 15 R. 29/6, S.G. 37 at 461-

Bermuda: S.G. 121 £1 at 87/6 Grenada S.G. 163b 10/- at 24/6 

St. Lucia: S.G. 141 £1 at 32/- St. Vincent S.G. 159 £1 at 24/-

SPRIGHTON PHILATELISTS (PTY.) LIMITED 
94 ALLIANCE BUILDING, RISSIK and NEW STREET NORTH, 

P.O. Box 9020. J O H A N N E S B U R G. Phone : 33-0658 
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I SOCIETY N1EWS I 
·---------------------········· 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President. Arthur V. ,Jacob; llon. Sec., F. S. L, 

Burns, P.O. Box 1973; Meetings, Mount1ain Club 
Room, 38 Strand Street, 2nd and 4th Thursdays. 

At the annual meeting held on 25th May the re
ports submitted showed the Society to be in a ve!"Y 
sound position, both financially and as regards phil
ately. The total membership is 214. l\Ir. Art~ur 
V. Jacob was elected President for the forthcomrng 
year. 

* JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman, J. M. Rich; Hon. Secretary, A. J. 

Nathanson; Meetings at Jewish Guild, last Thurs
days, 8 p.m. 

At the meeting held on 25th l\Iay the exhibit was 
provided by Rev. \V. Loxley Chamings, who called 
his fine eixhibit "Stamps with a Story." In !111 
there were 100 stamps shown, each on a cara with 
the story of each on a separate cai:d._ In his add?-"ess 
with which he introduced the exlubit Mr. Chammg~ 
explained that 50 of the stamps were from the "Red'' 
Gibbons and 50 from the "Green" catalogue. 50 
were of people and 5@ were of places. The exhibit 
included Queen :F:lizabPth I (Newfoundland Gilbert 
issue); Baden Powell (Mafeking Siege issue) ; II. M. 
Stanley (Belgian Congo) ; Victoria Falls (S. Rho
desia Jubilee issue) ; Waterval Boven (Transvaal 
ld. postage commemorative) ; Charles. Connell (New 
Brunswick). All the items shown were of outstand
ing interest and the work put into the exhibit was 
tremendous. 

Mr. J. Albert Davidson spoke on the exhibit and 
expressed the thanks of the members. 

* GRAHAMSTOW:N PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Dr. C. G. A. Cory; Hon. Sec./Treas., 

Mr. R. Q. Tarr, Wood House, Kingswood College; 
Meetings, 2nd 'l'hursdays, 8 p.m, 120 High Street. 

10th May. This meeting was held in the Kingswood 
College Memorial Library, for the purpose of show
ing the lantern slides depicting the printing of the 
Union's stamps in Pretoria. 'rhe projection and the 
accompanying lecture were much appreciated. Mr. 
Motyer, of East London, then displayed his Can
adians among which wPre specimens of the recent 
issue which lacked the "Postes-Postage." Mr. 
Chantler was congratulated on his article, on the 
Union "halfpenny," which appeared in Stanley Gib
bons' magazine. 

8th June. The chit'f interest of the evening lay 
in the display by Mr. Pegler, a student at R.o.c., 
of his stamps showing the colour changes that have 
taken place in recent years. This was a display 
different from thfi usual, and the more interesting 
because it was different. l\Ir. Drury, in whose rooms 
these meetings are held, has had fluorescent lighting 
installed and we are deeply gm tefrul to him for 
brightening our gatherings, 

R.Q.T. 

* PORT ELrnABETH PHILATELIC SOCIE'.1'Y 
President, l\Ir. G-. Btillbring; Hon. Secretary, l\Ir. 

G. P. Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, P.E.; Meetings, 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, in room 3, City Hall Base
ment, at 7.45 p.m. 

l\Ir. G. Biillbring took the chair when the meeting 
opened on Tuesday, 19th June, and piresided over the 
largest gathering for some time. The main business 
of the meeting was the adoption of the new Consti
tution, which was accepted. 

M. Deschamps was responsible for the display 
and tabled a large part of his general colilection. 
There were four ld., two 4d., and two 6d. mint. 
Two wood blocks, 22 penny reds used, and 10 ls. 
Cape triangular, two double surchatrged inverted, 
British Bechuanaland. There was che ls. Gambia 

misspelt and two pages of Stellaland with a strip 
of three used. One British cover with a penny black 
dated 1840 Some very fine Newfoundland were on 
view and altogether a number of rare and beauti
ful items were dieplayed. 

A hearty welcome was accorded l\Ir. S. Kaganson. 
a visitor from Cape Town. After tea interval, he 
displayed a fine collection of Olympic stamps of 
the world. as far back as 1896 up to the present 
day. }<Jach sheet was well written up, ana, as far 
as possible the stamp of the person who opened 
the games was on view. This was very interesting, 
and much time and thought had been spent to make 
up this unique collection. 

Mr. Kirschner had two items of interest-one a. 
block of stamps with the margin neatly joined, and 
another a book of King Edward stamps as supplied 
by the Post Office. 

In all it was a very intereJSting and enjoyable 
evening. and a hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
to M. Deschamps and Mr. Kaganson. The meeting 
then closed at 9.45 p.m 

L.E.C. 

* SPRINGS PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Pre.'!ident.' Mr. C. J. l\Ieeuwis; Hon. Sec., L. J. C. 

Sutcliffe, 4 High Street, Strnbenvale, Springs. 
Meetings, 2nd Monday, 7.30 p,m., in the Board Room, 
New Era Press. 

On 22nd May, 1950, a few m<'mbers attended a 
meeting of the Johannesburg Philatelic Society as 
guests for the evening. 

Mr. l\Ieeuwis showed his ICG. YI stamps amt Mr. 
Dannhauser a collection of Swiss Charity stamps. 
Mr. van der \Yatt put out -a collection of Famous 
People belonging to Mr. Pollack, who couTd uot be 
present. This collection well meirtted the interest 
which was shown by those present. 

Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie spoke on it afterwards, 
and in praising it said he had hardly ever seen a 
better display and that it could be shown any
where in the world. He particularly remarKed on 
the excellent writing-up. 8uch praise coming from 
an eminent collector lilm Dr. Pirie is indeed grn.ti
fying. We congratulate Mr. Pollack and expect 
big things from him in future. 

At our monthly meeting on 12th June. Mr. S. 
Legator gave u& an exhibition of his wonderfu1 Is
rael collection. This was preceded by an interesting 
paper which he read explaining this exhib1t. A de
scription ~f it is given in the- June, 1950, issue of 
the magazme under the .Johannesburg Society l'-le-ws. 
We were all amazed that Mr. Legator was able to 
make such a vast and comprehensive collection of 
such a new state in so short a time. 

At the request of our chairman Rabbi Friedman 
thanked 1\Ir. Legator. 

Mr. an~ Mrs. Meeuwis will be away at the South 
Coast durmg July, and we all ·wish them a pleasant 
holiday. 

* EAST LO~DON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, AndrPw Watson; Hon. Rec., C. M. 

Cll!-rk, P.O. Box 450, East London; Meetings, 2nd 
Fridays, Colosseum Theatre Tea Room (upstairs) 
at 7.45 p.m. ' 

. The attendance at the .Tune meeting was not as 
high as usual, due to various indispositions of pro
minent members, but some lively discussion took 
place on matters of business. 

The company present enjoyed a display of Union 
stamps by Mr. M. J. Rall, who had kindly come 
down from Kingwilliamstown with some friends for 
the. evening. He ~how~ a Yery representative col
lec!10n, not only m paus. but also in blocks and 
strips. A. number of varieties were noticeable in 
the collection and altogether it provided a most in
teresting display. 

Mr. L. Hellman set out an educational album 
c>ontaining loose leaves, in which there wt>re spaces 
for every type of stamp. These classifications were 
wide and this keen member was able to show a 
stamo to illustrate each <'lass and typP. This set-up 
should prov{" most enlightening to beginners and 
also. stimulating to anyone whose interest was temp
orarily flaggmg. 

The meeting concludt'd with hearty votes of 
thanks to Messrs. Rall and Hellman. 

u.c.s. 
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PHILATLBIC SOCIETY 01•' JOHANKESBURG 
President, Commander C. E. D. Enoch; Hon. Sec., 

B. Glassman, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; 
Meetings, 2nd Tuesday and 4th Monday, at tne 
Johannesburg Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

The meeting of 13th June was the 250th meetin~ 
of the 8oeiety. There was a l'ecord attendance of 
about 110 members and visitors. 

The exhibit was provided by about 45 ditferent 
members and it was unique in that there was one 
sheet of each of the stamp pj:°'ducing countries 
shown. In· all there were about 320 sheet:s. In
cluded in the exhibit was a reconstructed sheet of 
the ld. black of Great Britain, and this first stamp 
issued was put side by side with re sheet of the 
most recently issued--Barbad,)s 1950. The G-reat 
Britain sheet was shown by :Mr. E. Hunt. The 
Barbados by Mr. B. Glassman. lt is impossible to 
detail all the exhibits but some of the outstanding 
items shown were British Guiana by Com. C. 
E. D. EJnoch; various German States by Mr. C. 
Froehlich and Dr. von Varendorff; German Colonies 
by Mr. L. Buchen; Brazil Bulls Eyes by l\lr. \V. 
Oppenheim; Cape Triangulars by Mr. J. Shepherd; 
Western Australia early "swans" by Mr. \V. Red
ford; South-West Africa by Mr. E. Schaiowitz; 
Lydenburg and Schweizer Reineke by Dr. J. H. 
Harvey Pirie; New Zealand Health issues by Mr. 
B. ,Joseph; New South Wales Sydney Views by Mr. 
Jordaan; Southern Rhodesia imperforate varieties 
by Dr. A. Kaplan; Suez Canal by Mr. G. Economides ; 
Aden by Mr. B. Glassman. · 

There were numerous other fine items shown. Dr. 
J. H. Harvey Pirie thanked the members for the 
joint effort. 

On the 26th June the West Rand Stamp Club 
provided the exhibits. There were five exhibits in 
all. Mr. Veermaakin's exhibit was of Czechoslo
vakia. This was a fairly complete collection, 
including miniature sheets. 

Mr. W. Yellaud showed a speci:alised collection 
of the Union Ban:tam War iss1ue. Mrl. Yellanfd 
introduced the exhibit with a short address. His 
collection showed all the different printings of the 
issue in large blocks. The exhibit was beautifully 
written up. 

Mr. Burn:anl showed an exhibit called "Art on 
stamps." This was a thematic collection showing 
sculptors, artists and painters. The exhibit in
cluded some beautiful Austrian and Lichtenstein 
stamps. 

Mr. Sharp showed Sudan, including early issues, 
air mails and commemora,tives in mint and used 
condition. 

Dr. Berry show·ed an exhibit he called "Bits and 
Pieces of Unions " The exhil:iit included the Ken
ilworth Muizenberg Flown cover, two Red Cross 
Flights. one with the Cape Red Cross Fnnd stickPT 
and one with a ld, postage due instead of tlrn usual 
id. stamn. In addition there was the 2d. pictorial 
"tete beche" and numerous iSSays and proofs. 

ThP spE',,akers on the exhibits wf'l'e 1\Ir. L. Bnche1n 
(on Czechoslovakia). Mr. W. Sheffield (on the Union 
Rant<tms). Mr. Froelich (on th0 Art stamps), Mr. 
J. Frankland (on Sudan), and Dr. Kaplan (on Dr. 
Berry's exhibit). 

* EAST RAND PHILATI<JLlC SOCIIilTY 
Pre!side!Yl,t, Mr. J. Shepherd; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. A. 

Gross, P.O. Box 155, Brakpan; Meetings, Regent 
Hotel, Benoni. 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

The monthly meeting of the abo~e Society was 
held on Tuesday, the 20th .June, 19n0. 

The President of the Society, on behalf of the 
members, congratulated Mr. Sam Legator, a mem
ber of the Society, on attaining a bronze award at 
the London Inte'rnrutional Exhibition for his col
lection of Union stamps. 

A resolution was adopted at the meeting that this 
Society recommend to the Fed~ration that in. future 
the President of the Federation preside at meetings 
of Congress. 

Mr. E. N. Rigg. displayed his collection of Aus
tria and Mr. P. Gutsche proposed a vote of thanks 
to the exhibitor on behalf of the Society. 

The main item of the evening was the adoption 
of a Constitution for the Society. The task of the 
members was made easier as the President, Mr. .T. 
Shepherd, had roneoed copies of a draft for each 
membPr. Discus:;:ion took place vnd a Constitution 
was finally adopted. A.G. 

····----·····-·· -----······--1 

WANT LISTS I 

I 

I 

During 50 years of fair trading 
we have accumulated a compre
hensive stock of British Colonial 
and Foreign Stamps - especially 
strong in Australasia, British 
West Indies, France and Colonies 
and King George VI issues of all 
Colonies. 

A Want List by 1any Standard 
Catalogue will receive prompt and 
careful attention. New clients 
kindly send trade references. 

: 

l 
• I 

I BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED ! 
I a 

i 86 Strand, London, W.C.2. England. 

L- ........... . _ ____. 

Cape of Good Hope 
Triangulars 

Catalogue prices have again risen, but we can still 
supply superb cop1es of these ever-popular stamps at 

I~VESTl\IENT PRICES 

S.G. Cat. Superb Good Pair 
No. Price Copies Average Copies 
la 240/0 240/0 
2 95/0 G0/0 45/0 
3 200/0 200/0 33/0 
4, 4a 85/0 G0/0 50/0 30/0 
5 340/0 240/0 rno;o 1:Z0/0 
5a 140/0 9i5/0 80/0 
6, 6a 80/0 130/0 50/0 23/0 
7 300/0 200/0 120/0 
7a 360/0 2·10/0 200/0 120/0 
7b 180/0 180/0 100/0 50/0 
7c 340/0 200/0 140/0 
8 :120;0 280/0 180/0 
Sa 320/0 2,."j0/0 160/0 80/0 
18a 18b 180/0 14-0/0 110/0 
19 60/0 4fi/0 37/6 25/0 
19a 90/0 f>0/0 37/6 25/0 
19b 600/0 400/0 280/0 100/0 
19c 440/0 360/0 2·10/0 80/0 
20 360/0 2S0/0 140f0 
21 800/0 600/0 ::i;:;o;o 120/0 
\Ve can offer pairs and blocks of many of these, mint 
and used, as ,vell as other numbers not listed above. 
Enquiries from collectors inte:rested will be wel-

corned. References appreciated. 

H. E. \VINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2. ENGLAND 

·-························--··--
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RECENT AUCTION SALES 
Robson Lowe.-Australia, Ross Smith on 

flown cover, £49; Barbados, 1918, 3s. mint, 
£15; Caymans, 1908, 2M. on 4d., £32; S. 
Georgia, 2~d. provisional, £21; l\lalta, 10s. 
black, mint, £42; Sierra Leone, Wilberforce 
set, mint, £33; ''Litchfield" collection of Great 
Britain, many high prices, too ma~y to list. 

Gambia, 1922-2'/, 3s. slate purple, mint, £20; 
St. Helena, 1856, imperf., 6d. blue with 
Perkins Bac:on "Cancelled," £16 10s.; Cape, 
ld., deep rose red with l'ed barred cancel
lation, £15 10s.; Cayman, 1932 Centenary, ld. 
to 10s., mint, £17 10s. 

H. R. Harmer.-Set of eight Italian stamps 
optd. British Occupation of Italian East 
Africa, £11; block of four Small War ls., mar
ginal inscription misplaced ( certificates, etc., 
on stamps), £6 15s.; G.B. Embossed 6d. 
mauve, strip of 3, £90; Bechuanaland £5, S.G. 
21, mint, £20; Falkland Is. Centenary set, £44, 
New Republic, two ld. stamps O"n cover ,vith 
Natal stamp, £12. 

G.B. ld. black, complete 1·econstructed sheet, 
Plate XI, £180; G.B. 2d. blue, block of 102, 
believed the largest known, used, £190; G.B. 
ld. red brown, Archer perf ., block of 24, £300; 
G.B. 9d. straw, Plate 5, unused, £135; G.B. £1 
brown lilac, S.G. 185, mint, £52 10s., strip of 
3, used, £57 10s.; G.B. Silver Jubilee, 2~d. 
Prussian blue, mint, £115, ditto, used on cove1·, 
£180; G.B. K.E. Board of Education, ls. green 
and carmine (S.G. 087), £210; Union £1, S.G. 
24a, £8 10s. 

* 
DISTINGUISHED PHILATELISTS 

At the Tunbridge Wells Congress the fol
lowing eight were elected to the (British) 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists: 

R. W. T. Lees-Jones (G.B.), for research 
on Canada; H. W. Bessemer (G.B.), French 
stamps; W. H. C. Bromfield (W. Australia), 
for research on that country; J. Schmidt
Andersen (Denmark), for work on that coun
try; Ibrahim Chafter Bey (Egypt), first and 
third issues of Egypt; Pierre M. d'Arleux 
(France), for research on that country; Stan
ley B. Ashbrook (U.S.A.), a great student of 
and writer on U.S.A. stamps; Lester G. Brook
man (U.S.A.), many years editor of the 
"American Philatelist." 

¥ 
SOMALIA 

The Italian Administration have issued the 
fallowing stamps for use in the territory of 
which they are now the mandatory power: 

Ordinary postage, 10 values from le. to 1 
somali. 

Air stamps, 8 values, 30c. to ls. 50c. 
Express, 40c. and 80c. 
Parcel post, 9 values, from le. to 3s. 
Postage due, 6 values, from le. to ls. 
In all, 35 stamps for a' not very thickly 

populated country, which has managed to get 
along quite well for the past few years with 
less than a dozen denominations. 

-------·-------·--~---■ ······-Aden, 1937 S.G.1/12 ½a.-l0r. complete mint . . 320/
Ascensi?n, 1938 S.G.38/47 ½d.-10/-, complete mint 70/
Austraha, 1932 S.G.141/144 Sydney Bridge m. 

90/-; used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 40/-
1934 S.G.150/152 McArthur complete mint . . 15/-
1937/48 S.G.167a 3d. blue Preliminary prtg. m. HO/-

Bahamas, 194Z. S.G.162/175 Landfall 2nd prtg. m. SO/-
Barbados, 1938 S.G.249 Id. scarlet mint . . . . 90/-

193? S.G.257/261 Tercentenary, mint or used, 
either . . . . . . . . . . 12/6 

Ber.muda, 1938 S.G.211 £1 l;~r. · & · blk.ir~i ist 
pl'inting mint . . . . . . 150/-

C~ylon, 1938 S.G.394 50c. bl;;k · & Ma~~e,' ~i~t 250/
Gibraltar, 1938 S.G.125a 3d. perf. 14 mint . . . . 70/

S.G.124ab perf. 13½ watermark sideways, mint 540/
Gold ~oast, 1938 S.G.120/131 :/;d.-5/- Line Perfs. 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120/-
Grena~a, 1938/1947 S.G.162a 5/- p, 13½ x 12½, 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25/-
S.G,.163 10/- slate blue & carm. mint or -~se"i, 

either . . . . . . . 30/-
S.G._163c 10/- perf. ·12· 

0

sl;t~ 
0

b'iu~ · &
0 0

ca;·~i~~ 
mmt • • •, , . . . . . 500/-

)!on7-Kong, l93,8 S.G.140/i5.2 1~.-~io · ~i~t : : : : 160/
Ken) 1:1•. 1938 S.(,. 143 £1 black & red mint . . . . 300/
)Iaun!ms, 1943 S.G.252a/257a 2c.-12.c. p. 15 x 14 

mmt or used, either . . . . . . . . . . 30/-
::\Ionts!rrat, 1938 S.G.101/110 :/;d.-5/- co~·pl~t~ 

mmt . . . . . . 4'2/6 
Xewfoundlan~, 1937 ·s.G:257i267 . e~ .. 262 c~ro'b·. 

Perfs. mmt 
~ew _Guinea, 19"3ivii s:c.'19oi203· ":1;i:£1· "AiR SGO/-

m1nt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150/ 
1937 S.G.267a 5d. Re-entry mint . . . . . . . . 120/ 
1939 S.G.212-225 Air complete mint -

~ew ;Zealand, 1941 S.G.583b 4d. perf: · 14 · u~~ 34
0/-

m1nt . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 85/-
1940 S.G.609/621 Centenary complehi mint 3 / 

~orth. Borneo, 1939 S.G.303/317 lc.-$5, compl~t~ O -
mmt • . . . 160/ 

Xorthern ¥hodesi·a: i938°. s.'G.21izs" ·ud: &0 ii -
obs. mmt . . - · 30/ 

~Yasaland, 1_938 s.'G.'141;. si-' g;n: .& . ~·edip;l~ -
yellow mmt 

St. Kitts, 1938 S.'G.68i77" \i-s;: .mi·n·t . . . . 4o/-
Seyc~elles, 1938 S.G.135/149 2c.-5r. ~.' ~r· u., GO/-

either . . . . 24 / 
Sierra. ~one, 1938. s:a.i9'o;i91. i¼d." & . 2,d. 0 -

mmt . . . . - . obs. 

Southern Rhode11i~: 19H7 · S.G.23b · p;;f. · j4 · ~i~t 2~!J= 
Sudan. 1937 8.G.52a/57c 15m,-10pia. perf.' 11¼ x 

12:/; complete mmt • 9'0/-
}938 S.r..74./77 5m-2~v." ·sp· ~n "io ~ias· ·mi~t · · 25/ 

941, S.G.81/95 Palm tree complete 'mint •. ·. 160/= 

THE GLOBE STAMP CO., LTD. 
433 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 

Telephones: Temple Bar 0777•0778 - Office hours, 9-6 

NYASALAND 

Next year sees the Diamond Jubilee of 
Nyas_al~nd as a definite British Protectorate 
and it 1s understood that the authorities hav~ 
asked for an issue of commemoratives. 

GERMAN ROCKET M:~~• uaul 
SOME OF THE RAREST AIR STAMPS 

AT FAIR PRICES 
2nd .issue, 2,000 sets issued, 3 val. cpl. £1 10 
4th !ssue, 1,000 sets issued, 2 val. cpl. 2 5 O .! 
6th issue, 1,100 sets issued, 2 val. cpl. 1 1 O 
8th }Ssue, 800 sets issued, 3 val. cpl. 4 g O 
9th issue, 1,200 sets issued, 8 val. cpl. 1 15 g 

Everything for the Germany C.Ollector and 
Specialist. 

WALTHAM STAMP CO 
449 OXFORD STR., LONDON W i 

TEL. GRD. 4683 ' •. 

-----------J 
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SHORT NOTICES 
"Junior Stamp W <>rlcl." A rece1;1tly started 

small fortnightly magazine, pubhshe1 by J. 
F. Hirst, of 161 Wavertree Road, L1ver~ool 
7, England, at 5d.! post free .. Interestmg 
notes and short articles for Jumors. 

Carabela Santa Maria Y Nao Victoria. 
From the Department of Posts and 1:ele
graphs, Madrid, ~omes thi~ i~ter~sting little 
pamphlet concerning the mstitutt.on of two 
annual prizes to be awarded to the two co~n
tries sending the two best _stamps or sei:ies 
of stamps to the U.P.U. durmg the precedmg 
twelvemonth. The prizes are named after the 
flagship, of Columbus and _that of Juan ~
Eleano, first to circumnavigate the world m 
the Nao Victoria. 

The first awards have been made to Switzer
land for the 4 Pro Juventute stamps of 1948 
and to the Vatican City for the mail stamps 
of 1949. 

Japanese Postal History and. Stamp~. ~Ir. 
Frederick H. Gloeckner, of Philadelphia, has 
sent a synopsis of a paper given by_ him 1:>e
fore the Reading Stamp Club, dealmg_ with 
plating of the first stamps of Japan. His en
tire study and book will cost 10 dollars. 

A tlantik Post. Edgar Mohrman and Co., of 
Speerssort 6, Hamburg 1, Germany, st3:~1p 
dealers and auctioneers, send a copy of t111s, 
which is actua1ly a price list of stamp,s, etc., 
which they have for sale. 
Spanish Postage Stamp Centenary Exl~ibitio>!· 

We have received a prospectus of this exhi
bition, being held in Madrid on 12-22 qctober, 
1950, under official Government auspices. It 
promises to be something ra~h.er fin_e. There 
are no entry fees and exh1b1ts will be re
turned free of charge! Unfortunately the an
nouncement has come rather late as entries 
have to reach the Exhibition Committee by 
1st July. 

* "THE JUNIOR COLLECTOR" 
We have received a copy of this little maga

zine which is the organ of The Junior Stamp 
Collectors' Exchanqe Club, operating from 
68 Central Road, Kimberley. 

The magazine itself has quite a lot of phila
telic information for the benefit of the club 
members, who now number over 100. LoJ'!g 
may it and they flourish! The membership 
is limited to collectors under twenty. 

* HUNGARY 
The philatelic agency have announced the 

issue on 4th April of a set of four stamps to 
celebrate the 5th anniversary of the "Libera
tion of Hungary by the glorious Red Army 
from the oppression of Fascism." 

Also on 9th April of three stamps _on t~e 
occasion of the world chess championship 

1g,athering; on 1st May of three stamps with 
designs symbolic of the world proletariat; and 
on 16th May three more in connection with 
a meeting of the World Federation of Trade 
Unions. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Sierra Leone. Full Gibbons Catalogue 
prices offered for superb used copies of 
S.G. Numbers 49, 51 to 53, 78 to 80, 
86A, 94 to 96, 123, 124, 126, 127, 146 
to 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182, 
Johannesburg. 

Union Booklets, covers and panes with 
borders, mint. Urgently required. 

Dr. C. Murray, Kuilsriver. 

\Vholesalers interested in packets 
materials contact 

Boateng and Sons, Hox 3, Sekondi, Gold 
Coast. 

Exchange: "France Libre" Colonials 
against British Colonfals. 

E. R. Loison, 3 Rue Bourg-U Abbe, 
Paris 3e. 

Basutoland Postal Stationery, Union 
and Provincial stamps used in Basuto
land and good used blocks of the defi
nitive issues wanted l::y 

G. N. Gilbert, Grosvenor, Westminster. 

Offer: South-West Africa War Effort 
1941/2, War Effort 1943/ 4, Victory 
1945, Royal Visit 1947, Royal Silver 
Wedding· 1948, 75th Anniversary Uni
versal Postal 1949. 

C. F. Bartenstein, 6 Marmion Road, 
Oranjezicht, Cape Town. 

,vanted: Union of South Africa, speci
alist items and good Union collections. 
Send on approval to: 

Dr. S. J. Hoffman, 48 Lister Buildings, 
Jep,pe Street, Johannesburg. 

f GERMAN ASSORTMENT, including commemot ratives and pictorials, 300 different 7/6, 500 dift ferent 12/6. Tweezers, finest quality (Solingen 

I 
steel) 2/6 post free. CaRh with order. Want 
Lists of Germany, from the classics to the new 
issues filled. ·want Lists for other countries 

welcomed. 
ARMIN BAREISS, Kirchfeldstr. 135, Dusseldorf, 

O Germany. 
r-••-•--•-• .... • ... •-•-•,..•-•◄•-•-•-•-•-•-•••-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•-• 
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NEW ZEALAND 
The 1950 Health stamps, ld. and ½d. and 

2d. and ld., are to be issued on 2nd October. 
The design will show Princess Elizabeth seate@l 
with Prince Charles on her lap. 

* BARBADOS 
The new Barbados set of pictorial stamps, 

with denominations in cents and dollars, have 
been sent out, but they are not to go on sale 
until the sterling issue is exhausted. They 
were printed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson 
& Co., and except in the case of the 12c., 
$1.20 and $2.40 the designs were based on 
photographs. . . 

The denommat10ns are: le., 2c., 3c., 4c., 6c., 
8c., 12c., 24c., 48c., 60c., $1.20 and $2.40. 

* G.S.W.A. AIRMAIL 1914 

One of the most difficult ::i.irmails, if not the 
most difficult, of Southern Africa to acquire 
is that of the flights made in German South 
West Africa in connection with a Territorial 
Fair held in Windhoek in May, 1914. 

The story of this is told in the May issue 
of the "Aero Field," by Dr. Eduard Ey, and, 
we think for the first time, the full story is 
here made readily available to air post col
lectors. Actually they appear t_o have been 
five flights, or at any rate five different types 
of cachets or cancellations used. But very, 
very few of these items have been conserved, 
and lucky are those who have any 01 can 
get one. 

.. ,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,· 

WANTED TO BUY WANTED TO BUY 
Dealer wants to purchase South Africa, 
S.W.A. Protectorate, old Cape, T.V.L., 
Natals, etc., in large quantities, but not 
less than 100 copies per stamp. No. ~d. 
to Ud. current S.A. required. Good 

prices offered. 

Send defo·ils to 

S. JACOBS 
165 Cape Road, Port Elizabeth 

.o:11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .. 

ISRAEL 
The Department of Posts announces the 

issue on 22nd June, in connection with a first 
flight from. Lydd_a to New York, of ~heir fir~t 
series of air mail stamps. There will be six 
values 5-250 pruta, all with birds taken 
from designs made by ancient Hebrew artists 
for the decoration of synagogues and tombs 
from 1,500 to 2,000 years ago. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 

LEEWARD ISLANDS 

AN UNCAT.4.WGUED VARIETY 

Mr. J. B. Prince writes from Shabani that 
he has recently acquired a mint Leeward Is
lands stamp, S.G. No. 19, 7d. dull mauve and 
slate surcharged "One Penny." In this sur
charge the spelling is "Peany." This is not 
a catalogued variety and the writer would 
like to know if any reader has seen a similar 
variety, or can give any information about it. 

The PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE 

(estab. 1875) 
is your illustrated guide to world 

collecting ! 
Annual sub.: 10/-. 

Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 

l 
445, Strand, London~ W.C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 

R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, 
Johannesburg. 

-----:. 

U.S.A. 
In connection with the nati-onal capitol 150th 

anniversary, another stamp appeared on 12th 
June, this time a 3c. featuring the south front 
of the White House. 

On 30th June there was due to appear a 
3c. brown stamp, honouring the Boy Scouts of 
America in connection with their 2nd National 
Jamboree. 

* LONDON INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION 

From all accounts this appears to have been 
a magnificent success from all points of view 
-exhibitors, dealers and the public in general. 
There were over 30,000 visitors, including many 
from abroad. The grand prix was awarded 
to H. C. V. Adams for his collection of Great 
Britain. "Ubique," in Sta:i-np Collecting, re
marks that "in case anyone is ill-disposed 
enough to suggest that it had to be awarded 
to an Englishman from London, let it be said 
that the British members of the jury were 
solid for awarding it to Dr. Hans Leeman, of 
Switzerland, but were over-ruled by their 
overseas colleagues." 

A surprise visit was made to the exhibition 
one evening by H.M. the King, accompanied 
by Princess Margaret. 

* SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
The current ld. and 8d. stamps have ap

peared on very thin paper, almost completely 
transparent. 
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BOOKINGS BY: 

RAIL, ROAD, SEA, 

AIR, TICKETS , 

RESERVATIONS; 

BAGGAGE; HOTEL 

ACCOMMODATION: 

Let the S.A.R. Tourist 
Bureau look after it 

all for you. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

Let the S.A.R. Tourist Bureau make all th 
arrangements for you y th e office t · · · ou en have only one 
by far ~h:1s~~s~nd only one payment to make. It's 
travel - and it's ws ay to make sure of comfortable 

o easy. 
The Tourist Bureau will book . 

your reservations by land yo_ur tickets, make 
accommodation a'nd meals' !~~ o~ aj~{ arrange hotel 
If you are flying b S . e mg en route. 
book through th ~T· p~mgbok Service and you 

e ounst Bureau y h 1-
accommodation in the United K' ' our . ote 
arranged for you. All ou h mgdom will be 
your journey. Y ave to do is enjoy 

Get i_n touch with your nearest 
Tourzst Bureau or Stationmaster. 

r7~rrrrrr~.r-~~~~,~~ )1•■• 1 ;J ~ I ~t li~t■■■■ it i I !II I I I -,W~~~~JJi■JAJ~;JJJj,JJ, 
Listen to Carmen Cavallaro on Springbok Radio 
every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evening at 7. 

m 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

BOND 
STAMP 

STREET 
AUCTIONS 

All serious collectors can take an active part in the H. R. Harmer 
Auctions in Bond Street, London. Special light-weight editions of 
all London Auction catalogues are available, and the excellent air 
service between Great Britain and South Africa ensures that clients 
receive full particulars of forthcoming sales in ample time to send 
in their bids. For full particulars of subscription rates (by Second
class Airmail) see below. 
IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING, no matter whether a single 
rarity or a twenty-volume collection, we have over 3,000 leading 
collectors all over the world who are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Auctions. Send for free leaflet giving full particulars of 
Commission terms, insurance arrangements, etc. 

July, 1950. -

---- FORTHCOMING SALES 

JULY I 0th, 11th 

Fine General Sale, with outstanding selections of 
Antigua, Barbados, Br. Solomon Is., Chili, France, 

Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Queensland, etc., etc. 

JULY 17th, 18th 

Last Sale of the Season. Stamps of the World, with 
Rarities and Fine Selections of, notably, Cyprus, Ger
many, India, Netherlands, New Zealand, St. Vincent, 

also over 100 lots of "Collections and Various." 

Catalogues 6d. each, Lists of Prices Realised 1/- each. 

* Air Mail Editions 
of Auction Catalogues 

Subscription Rates 
( /) For the General Collector 
A.11 London Catalogues, or British 
Commonwealth (per S.G. Part I), 
or Great Britain, Cyprus, Malta, 

Eire and Gibraltar. 
£3 for 12 months. 

(2) For the Specialist 
Choice of any three Specialised 
Groups of Countries (ask for List 

of Countries). 
£2 for 12 months. 

Note: Above rates include all Lists 
of Prices Realised. For New York 
and Sydney auction ci,,talogues 

write to addresses below. 

fi. /<,fiakutet 
AND AT 

NEW YORK 
( address below) 

J~ S1omp llaclicneeM 
34-42 NEW BOND STREET 

LO N ___ D ON, W.I. ENGLAND 

C~les: "Phistamsel, London" 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 

( address below) 

32 East 57th St., New (York 2B Castlereagh St., Sydneyi 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
~ Agency, Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Pre!-s (Proprietary), Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

Johannesbur~ 
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Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 9d. 

Vol. 26. No. 8. 

NEW 

REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEW SP APER. Price 9d. 

AUGUST, 1950. Whole No. 305 

SEASON'S AUCTIONS 
September 

6th. The "T. Hall" British West Indies and Australia. 

13th. The '•Bertram McGowan" Gibraltar, Morocco .an<l Malta. 

The ''T. Hall" Africa and British No1·th America. 

16th. General Stamp Sale at Bournemouth. 

20th. The ··T. Hall" Ceylon and India. 

The ''Bertram McGowan" India Used Abroad. 

27th. The '·T. Hall" Foreign Including U.S.A. 

October 

,3th The '·Bertram McGowan•· Great Britain. 

11th. British Empire-general prnperties. 

14th. General Stamp Sale at Bournemouth. 

18th. Postal History Auction. 

2,>th. The ''Bertram McGowan" French Used Abroad and other European cancellations. 

Suitable prn11erties can be incorporated in 

the above groups if you sen<l in your 

material NOW. 

ROBSON LOWE Ltd. 
SO PALL 
LONDON, 

MALL, 
S.W.1 

Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 
Cables: "Stamps, London" 

Also at PHILADELPHIA MELBOURNE BOMBAY 
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Unprecedented Offer! -
As a result of a fortunate purchase I am able, to s 

SOUTH A~FRICA 
1925 AIRMAILS 

IN COMPLETE MINT SETS ld.-9d. 

Catalogue £47 :_ 

Short Sets I d.-6d. 

Price 

Price 31.16 

Catalogue £2 ·2 6 

17 6 

BLOCKS OF FOUR PRO RATA 

-
-

-

-

-

-
-
-
-
-

-

-
Only a limited number of sets are available, and all orders will be handled -

in rotation. 

No Union collector should be without my monthly price-list and market -
commentary, which is available post-free on application. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
2~-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE 

fJOMMISSIONER STREET 
JOHANNESBURG 

Hours : 10 a.m. - 2.30 p.m. 

P.O. Box 1607. Phones-Office 33-8494, Res. 43-1519 
-

-
¥inlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllnllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllim 
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THE EDITOR'S CORNER 
South African -}d. Pictorial 

Although a number of articles on this sub
ject have appeared in recent issues, 'Ye are 
publishing another this month by special re
quest. This is reprinted from Gibbons' 
Stamp Monthly and we are indebted firstly 
to the author, Mr. S. C. Chantler, of Grahams
town, for permjssion to reprir,t and, secondly, 
to Messrs. Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., for the loan 
of the blocks illustrating the article. The il
lustrations add greatly to the elucidation of 
the varieties of this stamp. The article is 
as published in the "G.S.M." with a short ad
dendum added by the author. 

Society News 
We are starting a new fe~ture this month 

in the way of a standing list of Member 
Societies in our Federation, with their ad
dresses and dates/places 10f meetings. 

This follows a plaint made at the recent 
Executive Committee meeting that a philatel
ist visiting another town did not know wnere 
or when the local philatelic society met, be
cause there had been no reports from that 
society in recent months. 

In the discussion the representative of a 
society which has not been sending us much 
in the way of "Society News" lately said he 
didn't think their doings were of interest to 
other societies or individuals. He was very 
surprised to learn that practically everyone 
else at the meeting said "Society News was 
the first thing they read," or words to th~t 
effect. One member went so far as to say 1t 
was the only thing he read! 

Will society secretaries please _note? And 
will they kindly make any corrections needed 
and fill ·up. the blank spaces whic~ have ~een 
left in the list b'ecause of lack of mf.ormat10n. 

* NIGERIA 
The 1/- 3d. stamp released on 4th June is 

in a new perforation, 1 U. 

NETHERLANDS AND INDIES 

The issue of the summer charity set in June 
with motif the rebuilding of war-damaged 
Holland, marked another departure from the 
traditional "famous Netherlanders" tradition. 
The stamps are recess printed and apart from 
the firm draughtsmanship and fine designs, 
illustrate the superiority ·of engraving over 
photogravure. The six values of this set 
( previous summer charities consisted of five 
values) are 

2 cts + 2 cts., sepia-a builder. 
4 cts. + 2 cts., green-rebuilding the dykes. 
5 cts. + 3 cts., black-a large modern 

building. 
6 cts. + 4 cts., violet-tractor drawing a 

reap.er. 
10 cts. + 5 cts., grey-green-span of bridge 

being placed in position. · 
20 cts. + 5 cts., blue-canal motor transport 

ship. 
In :order to use up, quantities of the recently 

obsolete net. Queen Wilhelmina stamp, these 
were overprinted "6" ( 6 cents being the nor
mal inland postage rate). A cutting received 
from a correspondent in Holland showed an 
illustration of one of a set of five stamps due 
for the 17th July, the surtax on which is in
tended for a fund in aid of a church re-build
ing programme. 

No mention :of the designs other than the 
one illustrated was made so that it is pre
sumed that a uniform set is contemplated. 
( Confirmed on receipt of 1st day cover. The 
stamp,s all depict a ruined church and the Good 

• Samaritan assisting a stricken traveller.) 
"Mi.in Stokpaardje" in its issue for June 

mentions that the Luxemburg Government has 
honoured the noted Nether lands designer of 
stamps, S. Hartz, by awarding him a Knight
hood in the Order of Adolf of Nassau for serv
ices rendered in the designing of their stamps. 

From the same issue it is learnt that in the 
Indies, the U.P.U. stamps and miniature sheet 
issued by the Republic of Djocja have been 
"warranted" by an :overprint consisting of the 
letters R.I.S., (Repoeblik Indonesia Serikat). 
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The overprint was mentioned in an e~rlier 
contribution as contemplated for the ordmary 
issues and has now also been applied to the 
numeral stamps inscribed ''Indonesia." 

"Mijn Stokpaardje" also mentions that the 
first Repoeblik stamp, the 15 sen red of 17th 
January 1950, is to be re-issued in a smaller 
format ~nd also overprinted R.I.S. 

Union Notes 
Sub-Editor: Mr. W. N. Sheffield, 

Box 99, Cleveland, Transvaal. 

RECENT PRINTINGS 
The Publicity Officer, G.P.O., has kindly 

supplied the following information covering 
the period 1/3/50 to 14/6/50. For the pre
vious list see our April 1950 issue, page 49. 

Ordinary Pictorial Stamps 
½d.-J1ob No. 5134 contd. On an order for 

one million sheets x 240 the total delivered to 
date is recorded as 369,320 sheets printed from 
the same cylinders as before, namely, 11A and 
11B. 

ld.-J ob No. 2810 contd. On an order for . 
750,000 sheets x 240 a total of 470,600 sheets 
have been delivered to date.- Cylinders 6A and 
6B as before. 

Hd.-Job No. 5301 contd. On an order for 
200,000 sheets x 240 (previously recorded as 
H million) there have been 128,500 sheets 
delivered. Cylinders 6931A and B as before. 

2d.-Job No. 5302. Order for 60,000 sheets 
x 120; first delivery of 10,500 sheets .on 
14/3/50 and final delivery of the 60,000 sheets 
on 21/3/50. Printed from new cylinders 2 
Int. and 37 Ext. 

--Job No. 12995. Order for 1 million sheets 
x 240; first delivery of 24,000 sheets on 
18/ 4/50, printed from new cylinders 6927 Int. 
and 50 Ext. Total delivery to date, 191,250 
sheets. · 

ls.-J ob No. 5303 contd. On an order for 
150,000 sheets x 120 there have been 53,950 
sheets delivered to date. Cylinders 6926 Int. 
and 6935 Ext. as before. 

Roll Stamps 
M.-Job No. 10070. Order for 6,000 rolls x 

1012 stamps and 5,000 rolls x 506 stamps; 
first delivery on 23/5/50 and totals of 1560 • 
and 800 rolls respectively supplied to date. 
Printed from .one colour cylinder 6054 as 
before. 

Postage Due Stamps 
ld.-Job No. 5131. On an order for 15,000 

sheets x 60, a total of 20,750 sheets were de
livered during the p,eriod 9/3/50 to 14/3/50. 
Cylinder numbers 39 (Int. (old) and 33 Ext. 
(new). 

3d.-.Job No. 5131. During the same period 
as the foregoing, a total of 20,500 sheets x 60 

were delivered. Cylinder numbers 6921 Int. 
(old) and 33 Ext. (new). (Note: These are 
the new hyphenated stamps recorded on page 
102 of our July issue.) 

Pictorial Post Cards 
ld.-Job No, 1319 contd. Total delivered, 

2,916,992 from cylinders 85 (pictures) and 88 
(stamps). Final delivery of order 11/5/50. 
Air Letter Cards 

6d.-J ob No. 6198 contd. On an order for 
four million the following figures are given 
of deliveries to date: 

2,351,400 from Cyl. No. 40--Period 23/8/49 
to 9/3/50. 

676,800 from Cyl. No. 27-Period 28/3/50 
to 24/4/50. 

593,400 from Cyl. No. 18--First delivery 
25/5/50. 

"Official" Stamps 
ls. A total of 300 sheets x 120 were sup

plied by the Postmaster-Ge:neral and over
printed OFFICIAL/OFFfSIEEL on ~ flat 
bed machine from an old forme and delivered 
on the 25/4/50. 

Overprinted for use in S.W.A. 
Registered Envelopes-Stamp value 4d. A 

total of 14 400 were supplied by the Post
master-Gen;ral and overprinted S.W.A. on a 
flat bed machine from new formes. Date of 
delivery 28/3/50. 

6d. Air Letter Cards.-On an order for 
54,000 a total of 46,800 were drawn from the 
G.P.'s stocks and 7,200 were supplied by the 
on a flat bed machine from a new forme. Date 
of delivery 25/ 4/50. 

)(,. . 
Plate ·Characteristic of the ls. Pictorial 

Hyphenate Series 

Enquiries from a correspondent as to the 
possibility of differentiating between detached 
copies of the first and second printings of the 
ls. pictorial hyphenate series has brougnt to 
light the presence of a small but very clear 
plate characteristic which makes it cornpar
at~vely easy to distinguish between the stamps 
of the two issues. 

In Mr. A. H. Sydow's "Summary of the ls. 
Union Pictorial Printings" published on page 
37 of our March issue, the first of the hyphen
ate series is listed as having been issued in 
February, 1939, with blue (frame colour) 
marginal arrows on the sheets and produced 
from unscreened cylinders. The second of the 
same series was issued in June, 1948, also 
from unscreened cylinders, but in this case 
the marginal arrows were etched on the vig
nette cylinder and therefore appeared on tiie 
sheets in the brown colour of the headplate 
design. In the third printing-, issued in Jan
uary this year and the ls. stamp now on sale, 
the marginal arrows are back again to the 
frame colour of blue, but because both the 
vignette and frame portions of the design 
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\-·-----....-.~._.~ ........... ~~~~ ... ~ ... ._.._.... .... , 
' . : Just Published : 
: . 
t 1950 EDITION : 

•• • THE STANDARD CATALOGUE t 

I OF POSTAGE STAMPS OF i ! THE WORLD t 

: p ART I-BRITISH EMPIRE with Supplement I 
t for Burma, Egypt, Iraq, Ireland, Jordan, Nepal ♦ ! and Palestine. 

The Standard Catalogue is the most practical 
: guide for the stamp collector whose interests lie 
t in standard varieties to the exclusion of per! £oration measurements, shades and other 

•

tt By the inclusion s:;c:~~::~:e::· and other neces-
sary data, but without attempting extreme sim

t plification, the Catalogue is the ideal medium for 
t the speedy and accurate identification of Postage 
t Stamps. 

• • • 
Price, 7 s. 6d . 

J From your local dealer, or direct (postage 8d.) 
: from: 

t WHITFIELD KING & CO., 

I
t, IPSWICH, ENGLAND ! 

Established 1869 t 
~ ....... ~ .................................... ~~~------... .j 

.,__-----------------. 
I : 
: SYDNEY VIEWS : i ---------------- ! 
: I have the following plate positions in stock. i 

:

•, All very fineJ to superb : I 
ld. Pl. I. Nos. 3, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, 13, 14, 17, 

18, 19, 21, 22, 23. 

t II. Nos. l, 2, 4, 6, S, 9, 11, 12, 13, 16, t I 17, 19. 20. 23, 25. f 
I 2d. Pl. I. Nos. l, 2, 5, 8, lO, 11, 12, 23. (Ret. l 
'. 21, 22). t II. Nos. 4, 5, 7, S, JO, 11, 13, 14, 15, 

17, 21, 22, 24. (Ret. 9, 13, 18), 

:, III. Nos. 5, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16, 19, 24. ! 
IV. Nm;. 3, 6, 12, 13, 14, 15. 

t V. Nos. 2, 11, 13, 16, 17, 24. t 

t 3d. Nos. 1, 3, 12, 14, 17, 18. t 

: : 
! DOUGLAS ROTH, i 
' . t B.P.A. t 
0 • 
I " Fairways " ; 
f Mona Crescent. ! 
I NEWLANDS, CAPE PROVINCE ! 
~·············~~~~~~~J 

THEMATIC' 
COLLECTIONS 

I have for sale a number of "subject collections," 
including: 

"General Pictorial," "Travel," "Floral and 
Fauna," Architectural," "Shipping and 
Engineering," "World Victory and Peace," 

"2½d. Collection," and others. 

Most of these collections form an excellent 
nucleus for building on, and any lot is available 

for inspection by approved clients. 

JOHANNESBURG NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
Union Specialists desiring full sheets or panes 
of King's Head and other scarce, later issues, 

please send 3d. for list of sheets, etc. 

SUDAN PALM TREES 
Fine used set of 9 values (5, 10, 15m., 2, 3, 4, 
6, 8, 10 pias.). Gibbons price £7/15/9, special 

offer for only £2/15/-. 

LICHTENSTEIN 
B.P.A 

Box 576, Bloemfontein 
":11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111n 

............................... 
CLASSICS, OLD COLONIALS 

( No George VI. No War Issues) 

Stamp collecting is mostly just a hobby, for some people 
it is just an investment. You could, however, make a 
fine combination of hobby and investment. How? 
t;ollect one or two countries only but try to complete 
these countries and go for rarities, postmarks, etc., as 
well. A small house but a complete one, nicely decor
ated, is always more useful than a large one with 

defects and incomplete. 

If there are gaps in your collection, write to me. I 
would be only too pleased to send you (at my expense) 
those items on approval. There is no risk on your side, 
if you don't like them, you return them. But as my 
stamps are all in fine condition and the prices very 
reasonable, I am sure that you will become another 

satisfied customer, 

Just to give you an idea: 

Australia S.G.114 used, superb, Cat. £12 
Barbados S.G.22.7 mint, Cat. 35/- .. 

do. S.G.239 mint, Cat. 50/- .. 
do. S.G.195 mint, Cat. 37/6 .. 

Canada S.G.43a used, superb, Cat. £5 
Eire S.G.la mint, Cat, £8 .. 
do. S.G.2a mint, Cat. £6 .. 
do. S.G.12a mint, Cat. £5 .. 

etc., etc. 

£6 10 
17 

2 7 
1 0 
2 10 

4 0 
3 10 
2 10 

0. KORNFELD, P.T.S. 

13 Kingdon Road, London, N.W.6, England 

0 

6 
6 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

................................ 
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have been printed from screened cylinders it 
is a simple enough matter, with the aid of a 
magnifying glass, to distinguish these stamps 
from those of the two unscreened printings. 

When studying the two uuscreened issues 
however, the lack of a blue or brown marginal 
arrow attached to a copy has up to now made 
it difficult to separate one from the other and 

blemish it is easily located without the use 
of a glass. It does not appear on the stamps 
of the first hyphenate issue an:d therefore 
when present on an unscreened copy of the 
series, it instantly denotes the Second Print
ing, or Brown Marginal Arrow issue of 1948. 

The stamps of the three printings can there
fore now be recognised without much diffi-

PLATE CHARACTERISTIC OF THE I/
HYPHENATE PlCTORIAL STAMPS 

we are indebted to Mr. S. J. Hagger, of Al
berton, Transvaal, for drawing attention to 
a distinguishing mark which appears on the 
vignettes of the second and third printings 
and simplifies the whole mattei. Its position 
immediately in front of the foremost Gnu's 
head is illustrated in the accompanying sketch 
in rather a pronounced form. for the purpose 
of identification, and though quite a small 

Redistribution of the 3d. Pictorial Screened 
Stamps 

As announced in our June issue, sheets of 
the 3d. screened stamps bearing the cylinder 
numbers 44A and 44B were understood to be 
no longer available, but a small redistribu
tion of this issue was noted to have taken 
place and was on sale at some of the post 
offices in Johannesburg, and along the Reef, 
during the second week of July. 

It is not yet known whether these sheets 
happen to have turned up as part of the old 
stock or whether they form part of a new 
printing from the same cylinders, but such 
copies as have been observed to date show no 
particular changes and are practically the 
same shade as those previously on sale. 

Changes in "Official" Stamps 
The l?id. "Officials" listed in February as 

a new issue with the overp,rints reading up
wards are reported by Mr. S. J. Hagger, of 
Alberton, to be no longer available and that 
their place has been taken by sheets !On which 
the overprints read downwards again. The 

culty and it is of added interest to note that 
this little characteristic also provides a ready 
means of distinguishing those particular ls. 
"Officials" which were just recently produced 
on the "brown arrow" sheets and recorded in 
our l\'Iay and June numbers. Incidentally, as 
mentioned in an adjoining paragraph, these 
have now been replaced with a new issue of 
ls. "Officials" overprinted on the current 
screened stamps. 

spacing of the overprints and their appear
ance gives the impression that the same forme 
was employed for both issues, but in one case 
in an upright position and the other, inverted. 
The sheets used for the present issue are those 
which were on sale prior to the appearance of 
6919A/6919B cylinder number issue and listed 
as Printing No. III in the Summary of the 
Hd. "Small Mine" stamps p,ublished in the 
"South African Philatelist" for December, 
1949. 

Mr. Hagger also notes that a new issue of 
the ls. "Officials" has appeared with the over
prints on the screened printing of these 
stamps. (Cyl. Nos. 6926/6935). The overprints 
read downwards as before but their spacing 
varies between 18mm. and 19mm. instead of 
the 19mm. and 20mm. recorded for those pro
duced on the brown marginal arrow sheets. 

The ld. "Officials" recently recorded as 
available !OU sheets bearing the Cylinder Nos. 
6A and 6B appear to be in short supply at 
the moment and only stamps of the old 1945 
issue were on sale when enquiries were made 
in July. 
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~ew Printing Flaw on Current ld. Stamp 
Mr. I. N. Sharp, Johannesburg, records that 

stamp No. 4 in the 16th 10w of the current 
ld. issue (Cyl. Nos. 6A/6B) has ap,pearec7 
with a defect which cuts off a portion of the 
furthest small boat and leaves a mark shaped 
like the ·head and shoulders of an oversized 
human being sitting in the prow of the nearer 
boat. 

This defect has evidently deveJoped quite 
recently for it was not present on sheets avail
able during the earlier months of this year. 

W.N.S. 

r-----A-i= __ R_i_C_A ____ ! 
! \Ve have some excellent a pproval books of a ll ! 

! B. ritish Colonies in Africa , which we sha ll be t 
g lad to send t o interested collectors a ga ins t a 

E nglish references. i 
Please State oonnt-ries 1n whi<:11 i nterest ed. 

• 

F i ne copie8 011lu are mounted, micl our m •ices 
are reasonlilJle.. 

, ve have also some fi ne books of ,vest 1ndies, 
mid other Colonials. \Ve also specia lise in 
Ureat Britain, of whi('h we have a fine stock . 

I ~~ !:Is~~ ~~:~E;a,~ R~?;, 
t Peterborough. t L _______________________ J 

BASUTOLAND 
1st Official A ir Mail Service 

Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey reports the following: 
The British Government recently awarded 

a contract to the Drakensberg Air Services 
(Pty.), Ltd., for the regular C'onveyance of 
mails by air between Ladysmith, Natal, and 
Maseru, via the remote station of Mokhotlong, 
Basutoland. 

The service was inaugurated on Friday, 
June 2nd, 1950, when the plane ZS-BZB (A 
Cessna 170) took off from Ladysmith aero
drome at 8 a.m. with 332 lbs. of mail and 
freight, piloted by Mr. G. de Wet. (Mr. Peter 
Strong, the originator of the scheme, would 
have piloted the plane himself had he not 
gone down with a touch of pneumonia.) The 
flight was carried out to exact schedule, the 
plane arriving back at Ladysmith at 1 p.m. 
The Bergl was crossed at an altitude of 10,500 
ft. above sea level. 

Souvenir mails were carried in both direc
tions and were backstamped on the day of the 
flight. 

* SILVER WEDDINGS 
WITH FORGED POSTMARKS 

The Expert Committee of the B.P.A. re
p-0rts in "Philately" that numerous stamps 
have been found with forged cancellations. 
Among the African issues the following have 
certainly been so ill-treated: Sierra Leone Hd. 
and £1, Ascension 10s., Zanzibar 10s., Gambia 
Hd., N. Rhodesia Hd., Somaliland 5R, 
Bechuanaland 10s. Suspect, but not cer-

tainly forgeries, they have seen Kenya 20c, 
Mauritius 5c, Scmaliland la, Basutoland Hd., 
Swaziland Hd., and Nigeria ld. and 5s. 

* ISRAEL 
Below is an illustration of the air mail set 

reported in our last issue, also 'Of the eti
quette used on air correspondence. 

U.P.U. 
The world's set of U.P.U. issues is not yet 

complete, but there are not many more to 
come. 

Most of the stamps produced in 194~ were 
legitimate in that they were genuinely for 
postal purposes, but at least half of the sets 
which have been issued in 1950 are highly 
speculative. Countries where the issue was 
in limited numbers or there was cornering· or 
supplies so that collectors had to pay many 
times face value are Cuba, Ethiopia, Persia, 
San Marino, Spanish Morocco and Yemen. 

* U.S.A. 
Latest a r rivals are the 3c Kansas City, 

Midwest Centenary stamp issued on 3rd June 
and the 3c White House stamp issued on 12th 
June in connection with the ,vashington Ses
quicentennial. Thanks to Mr. Ge9rge TI. 
Rankin for first day special covers. 

A 3c commemorating the sesquicentennial :of 
Indiana territory was due fo r issue on 4th 
July. 

* JUGOSLAVIA 
Five stamps, 2, 3, 5, 10 and 20 din, were 

issued on 2nd July in connection with the third 
Aeronautical meeting. The motifs, naturally, 
are all connected with flight. There was also 
a 3 D stamp issued on 1st June honouring
Child Week; the design shows a child eating. 

(Concluded from, page 126) 
foregoing infor mation and also desire to ex
press their appl'eciation of the valuable assist
ance given them by the officials when col
lecting the details for the preparation of this 
paper. 
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~~~······ ......... ············~~~~, • • ! SOUIETY NEWS! 
t • 
L~~~~ ....... ~ ....... ~~······~~ .......... ~······~~------....... J 

FEDERATED 
NAME .A.1~D ADDRESS: 

Cape Town P.S., Box 1973 

Copperbelt P.S., c/o No. l'-, 7th Ave., Nkana, N. 
Rhodesia .. 

E. London P.S., c/o Box 450 
E. Rand P.S., c/o Box 255, Brakpan .. 
Grahamstown P.S., c/o H. Q. 'l'arr, Kingswood 

College . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Jewish Guild Phil. Section, Yon Brandis St., 

Johannesburg 
Johannesburg, P.S. of, Box 4H67 

l\Iaritzburg P.S., Box 256, Pietermaritzlrnrg 
1\fashonaland P.S., Box 1660, Salisbury .. 
Natal, P.S. of, Box 588, Durban ....... . 

N. Transvaal P.S., c/o )Iiss v. Xiekerk, P.O. Rita 

Nyasaland P.S., c/o Limbe Trading Co., Limbe .. 
O.F.S. & Basutoland P.S., Box 702, Bloemfontem 
Port Elizabeth P.S., c/o 13 Trafalgar Square 

Pretoria P.S., Box 514 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pretoria Railway P.S., Railway Recreation Club, 

Berea Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rhodesia, P.S. of, Box 803, Bulawayo .... 
Roodepoort Stamp Club, c/o 82 Kruger Ave., Selwyn, 

Florida ........................•. 
Sprin,gs. P.S., c/o No. 25, 5th St., New Township, 

Springs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Vereeniging Stamp Club, Box 196 . . . . . . . . . . 
\Y. Rand Stamp Club, c/o U 184, W. Rand Consol. 

)lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • 

G RAHA1\1STOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
July 13 : Dr. Cory warmly welcomed Mr. l\lotyer, 

of East London, who, fortunately for our Society, 
is now to reside in Grahamstown. The members 
were p;lad to hear that Mr. Sheffield had expressed 
his willingness to represent the Society at Congress. 
The high-light of the evening was the display of 
Mr. Pote's African Silver Weddings, followed by his 
South African Coronations. Both collections were 
complete with all tho recorded varieties, a very fine 
display. Mr. Pote specialises in Africans, and has 
probably the finest collection of these in Grahams
town. The meeting closed with votes of thanks to 
Mr. Pote, and to Mr. Drury for the use of his room. 

R.Q.T. 

* NORTHERN 'l'HANSVAAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
At the meeting held on June 21 Mr. R. Ridsley 

took the chair; six members were present. 
The X. 'I'. Society is still in its infancy, and often 

the meetings are poorly attended, but through the 
perseverance of the chairman, who is an ardent col
lector, an inspiring spirit -always prevails, and mem
bers ahvays leave the meeting with a feeling that 
they have learnt a Httle more about philately. 

B. v. N. 

* BAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
The monthly meeting of the above Society was 

held on Tuesday, the 18th July, 1950. 

SOCIETIES 
MEETI~GS: 

2nd and 4th Thursdays, 8 p.m., l\Iountain Club 
Rooms, Yorkshire Ho., Strand St. 

2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m., Colosseum Theatre Tea Rooms 
3rd Thursdays, 8 p.m., Regent Hotel, Renonl 

2nd Thursdays, 8 p.m., 120 High St. 

Last Thursdays, 8 p.m., Jewish Guild 
2nd Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, 7.45 p.m., Public 

Library 

1st and 3rd ·wednesdays, 7.30 p.m., Durban Camera 
Club, 319 Smith St. 

3rd Wednesdays, Goldfields Hotel, Pietersburg, at 
8 p.m. 

Free State Technical College 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7.45 p.m., Room 3, City .ttall 

Basement 
1st & 3rd )Iondays, 8 p.m., Technical Colleg1:: 
2nd \Yetlnesdays, 7.:30 p.m., Railway Hecreation Club 

2nd Mondays, 7.30 p.m., Board Room, New Era Press 

1st Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Royal Hotel, Krugersdorp 

Owing to unforeseen circumstances, the Philatelic 
Section of the Jewish Guild, Johannesburg, was not 
able to attend as arranged. Our President, .Mr. J. 
Shepherd, exhibited his collections of Newfoundland 
and South-West Africa stamps. Mr. S. Legator, ou 
behalf of the Society, proposed a vote of thanks to 
the exhibitor on his fine collections. A.G. 

* PHILATELIC SOCHJ'l'Y OI,' JOHANNESBURG 
July 11 : The exhibits were provided by members 

of the Jewish Guild Philatelic Section who paid an 
official visit to the Society. 

Mr. J. M. Rich, the chairman of the Jewish Guild 
Section, introduced the exhibitors and explained the 
exhibits. . 

Mr. L. Buchen showed Austrian Cha.rities, Com
memor•atives and Air Mails. This was a fine exhibit 
including some rare items such as the 10s. Dolfuss, 
the Wipa sheet used on cover and many flown covers. 

Mr. I. Isaacs showed Austrian l!'lown Covers. The 
exhibit included some copies of the 1918 Military 
Mail Service and glider flights. 

Mr. B. Glassman showed his George VI collection 
of the Pacific Islands. These include! all the rare 
perforations and obsolete varieties. 

Messrs. B. and J. Joseph showed Swiss Pro 
.Tuventute stamps, a nearly complete collection in 
fine mint condition. 

The speakers on the exhibits were Mr. \V. Oppen
heim (on Austrian stamps), Mr. J. W. Schubart (on 
Austrian covers), l\lr. E. Stern (on the George VI 

(Contin11ed on page 132) 
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. BRITISH 
I COLONIALS 
i 
i * * * I Superb Stamps at Investment Prices. 

I•• Want Lists re:eiv: pr:mpt personal 
attention. 

I 
* * * 

Approval Selections willingly sent to 
responsible collectors. 

* * * 
P. 0. V. WARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

1········R~~~:~~i~;~~-:~s······. 
Sanabria, la-3a, imperforate, cat. 

$75 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £12 
Sanabria, le. period of "1.50" at 

bottom, cat. $200 . . . . . . . . £35 
Sanabria, ld. surcharge in centre, 

cat. $200 . . . . . . . . £35 
Sanabria, 2d., 2.50 omitted, cat 

$200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £35 
Uncatalogued, 1.50 on 3k. ochre £35 

Sanabria, 3b. surch. "1.50 k 1.50", 
cat. $200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £35 

Sanabria, 3d. surch. "1.50", cat. 
$200 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £35 

Sanabria, 7a. prepa;ed but not is-
sued, 7k. on 10k. imperf., cat. 
$50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10 

)IEXICO, 1935, AMELIA EAR
HART, San. 31, but opt. 
"MUESTRA" Specimen, Mint £12 

Want Lists Invited 

THE GLOBE STAMP Co. Ltd. 
433 STRAND :: LONDON :: W.C.2 

Telephones: TEMple Bar 0777-0778 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111"' 

t 
! A FIN'E GEN1ERAL STOCK 
♦ i of British Empire & Foreign 
t G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues i 
+ · Foreign New Issues + i Air Mails 

+ Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

t CAPE TOWN' ST AMIP CO. 
ROOMS 12 and Ila, 

14a Adderley Street, 
CAPE TOWN. t 

• •••••••••••••• 

In spite of all that has been said (not always dis

interestedly either) about these stamps, they are not 

only the most widely collected of any group (we have 

customers from Siam to Chili) but go from strength 

to strength, and it's easy to see why, for it's here 

where all the fun is. The stamps are alive and those 

who collect them are alive too ; alive to the fact that 

they can spend reasonably on their favourites and know 

that the re-sale value of their favourites is much higher 

than that of any other group of stamps, and that's the 

plain truth. If you are interested in a superb stock, at 

rock bottom services, or a really first class new issue 

service (ask a few collectors in Johannesburg if our 

service is all we claim for it) let us send you (by air 

mail, but you must apply by air mail) a copy of our 

Price List and New Issues Notes. We'll send it for 

a year by air for 6s., and it's indispensible to a 
K.G. VI collector. 

The Commonwealth 
Stamp Coy, 

7 Leather Lane, Liverpool 2. 
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............ 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111a.;; 

THE PHOTOGRAPHIC 1NiEGATIVE AND POSITIVE ,PLAlES AND THE MULTIPLE 
DIAPOSITl\'1ES OF THE ROYAL SILVER WEDDl:NG STAMPS OF THE 

UN1ION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
By W. N. SHEFFIELD, M. (s.A.) I.E.E., and A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(s.A.). 

( Continued from page 111 of our July issue) 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

The Principal Master Negatives and Contact 
Positiv,es for Cylinder No. 6923 

The stage was now reache<l where the four 
glass photographic :plates required for build· 
ing up the Compound Master Negative were 
ready for assemblage, and comprised: 
(1) The Principal Master Negative "A" of 

the picture set out on the 12ins. x l0ins. 
Composite Master Desigil with English 
inscriptions. 

(2) The Principal Master Negative ".B" of 
the picture set out on Lhe 12ins. x lOins. 
Composite Master Design but with Afri
kaans inscriptions. 
Note: Both ( 1) and ( 2) had their letters 

and numerals in black and in re
versed reading postures, i.e., from 
right to left when viewed from 
the emulsion sides of the plates. 

( 3) The Contact Positive with the words 
"Silver Wedding" only and derived from 
the ~rincipal Master Negative "C". 

( 4) The Contact Positive with the word 
"Silwerbruilof" only . n.nd derived from 
the Principal Master Negative "D." 
Note: Both ( 3) and ( 4) also had their 

letters in black but in normal 
reading postures, i.e., from left to 
right when viewe<l from the emul
sion sides of the plates. 

These four plates were paired off to form 
two complete units, namely, Nos (1) and (3) 
in English and Nos. (2) and ( 4) in Afrikaans. 
But in pairing them off the positives ( 3) and 
( 4) were turned :over and their emulsion side~ 
respectively brought into direct contact with 
the emulsion sides of the negatives (1) and 
(2) so that their combined letters and 
numerals read in the same directions.-See 
for example Figure 5. ( This sketch shows a 
pair just prior to and just ~fter they were 
slid into alignment.) 

One pair was then placed on a glass base 
plate of a size to fit into the Plate Holder of 
the ''Step and Repeat" Camera and secured 
in position to the left of the centre line of 
the said glass base plate by means of black 
adhesive tape affixed along their top, their 
left and their bottom aligned edges. With 
the first affixed pair as a guide the second 
pair was placed in position to the right :of the 
centre line and after allowing for space in 
respect of the vertical perforation gutters, 
was secured by means of black adhesive tape 

affixed along their top, their right and their 
bottom aligned edges. The said negatives 
and the said positives in reverse thus bound 
together in pairs were placed together with 
the Plate Holder in the requisite position for 

rribbsW;~vli2 

i 9W,-9vliZ 

.. 1 

,, ){ . 

l◄'igure 3. 

projection on to the multiple diapositive plate 
by means of the "Step and Repeat" Camera. 
From the images on the said diapositive plate 
the Exterior Cylinder No. 6923 was etched 
via a Carbon Tissue sheet. 

In order to effect the alternate language 
disposition througho'4t the sheet of 120 units 
in 20 horizontal rows of 6 each the Compound 
Master Negative was projected on to the 
Multiple Diap-ositive in the following manner: 

(1) Three (2-set C.M.N.) exposures per odd-
numbered row the equivalent of 6 images 
( 3 English and 3 Afrikaans) on each of 
the horizontal rows Nos. 1, 3, 5---15, 
17, 19. 

(2) Four (2-set C.M.N.) exposures per even
numbered row the equivalent of 8 images 
( 4 English and 4 Afrikaans) on each of 
the horizqntal rows Nos. 2, 4, 6---16, 
18, 20. 
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ISRAEL 
1948 Coin set, mint 50/-, used . . . . . . . . 30/0 

1948 Coins 3, 5 & lOm., rouleted, mint 17 /6 
used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 22/6 

1948 Coins 3, 5, & lOm, perf. 10 x 11, mint 
45/0, used ........... . 

1948 Postage Dues, mint 6/-, used . . . . 

1948 Flag, mint 9d., used • . . . . . . . 

1949 Road to Jerusalem, mint 7/-, used 
1949 Patha Tiqva 1 mint 1/-, used . . . . 

1949 New Coin set, mint 4/-, used . . . . 

1949 New Postage Dues, mint 4/-, used 

1950 U.P.U., mint 4/-, used . . . . 

1950 Independence, mint 2/6, used 

1950 University, mint 3/-, used 

1950 Airmails, mint 15/-, used .. 

1948 Rishon Armoured Car, mint 18/-, on 

22/6 

7/0 

9d. 

3/6 
1/0 

4/0 

4/0 

4/0 

2/6 

3/0 

15/0 

cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25/0 

1948 Nahariya. Set imperf., mint 30/-, used 35/0 

1948 Nahariya. Set Rouletted, mint 35/-, used 40/0 

We have all issues of ISRAEL in stock. We send 
our Price List by Airmail, .;Price 6d. 

W. & W. ISRAELI STAMPS 
146, Bethune Road, London, N. 16, England. 

:;,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,;: 

r;:·.:~::-♦♦ •••••••••••••• ·1 
: FRENCH PHILATELIC i 
: SOCIETY OF AM1ERICA • 
: =============== l 

i A non-profit organisation. 

l. "Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

i Members are entitled to receive the Society 

i 
Bulletins, which contain studies and information 

from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 

A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
♦ Agency, supplies new issues of France and 
♦ Colonies at face value. 

! Membership: 
♦ Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 
♦ Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in 
♦ South African currency to the "South African 
! Philatelist," Johannesburg. 

~ For additional information and application form 
♦ 

♦ 
♦ 

t 

write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
t Universite de M0111treal ! Montreal - Canada 

# .......................... -~+-♦♦-+-♦-.: 

·11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111• 

CAPE 
TRl~NGULARS 

on deeply 1853 blued paper 

ld brick red SG 1 a 
used pair with margins 
all round & extremely 
fine £32 lOs. 

ld deep brick red S(i 
la a superb used pair, 
good margins & wmk 
sidewa3As £16.(J 

on slightly blued paper 

4d blue SG 4 a fine lightly cancelled block of 10, 
upper line 6 stamps, lower line 4 stamps, good 
margins except at right side of bottom line, 
very rare in so large a block £115 

white 1855-1858 paper 

4d blue SG 6a a mag- 6d slate-lilac SG 7 a 
nificent mint pair with fine used pair with 
large margins, deep & clear margins, large 0_1 

fresh colour £30 three sides £3b 

6d pale rose-lilac SG 7b a very fine unused pair 
with part O.G. & large margins, very rare in 
unused pairs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £70 

1863-1864 

4d dark blue SG 19 a 
superb mint pair with 
good margins & lovely 
deep colour . . £40 

4d slate blue SG 19b, 
a fine used pair of 
this good shade, fine 
margins & scarce £55 

H. E. WINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 

ENGLAND 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111., 

NEW COLONIAL COMMEMORATIVE 
ISSUES . 

Booking Lists are now oprm for the following: 

West Indies University College Commems. 28 stamps for 
the 14 West Indian Colonies. Complete series, mint at 
9/6, used at 11/6. (Individual Colonies supplied at 
9d. mint, 1/- used). 

Gibraltar: opt. "New Constitution 1950" (2nd August). 
Set of 4, mint at 2/3, used at 2/6. 

Tonga: Queen's 50th Birthday commem. Set of 3, mint 
at 1/8, used at 2/6. 

Malta: Princess Elizabeth commem. Set of 3, mint at 
1/7, used at 1/9. 

St. Kitts: Tercentenary of British Settlement. Set of 6, 
mint at 2/7, used at 3/-. 

BLOCKS SU\PPLIED PRO '1ATA. Special terms for 
Sheets. 

Other Important New Issues 

(Issue date stated in brackets) 
Sudan: (1 July) new Air Mails. 2 to 6 pias (7) 7/6 

20 pias additional value to complete set . . 6/0 
With 'S.'G.' opt. Supplied at same prices. 

Turks & Caicos Is.: (2 Aug.). New pictorials. 
td. to 1/- (9) at 3/3; complete to 10/- .... 

Mauritius: (1 Jul.) Set of 12 to 1 R . . . . . . 
Complete to 10 Rs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
USED to 1 R at 5/9; complete . . . . . . . . 

North Borneo: (1 Jul.) 1 to 50c (used at 5/-) 
Complete to ~10 (used at 60/9) ....... . 

Niue (1 Jul.) set to 1/- (used at 4/3) ..... . 
Complete to 3/- (used at 11/-) ....... . 

Cook Is.: 1949. Values & prices as for Niue. 

25/0 
4/10 
25/6 
40/6 

4/3 
54/0 
4/0 

10/0 

Nigeria: new perf. 12x 11½, 1/3 (14 June) . . 1/6 
do. -1d., M., 2d. & 1/- (15 Feb.) . . . . . . 2/0 

Sierra Leone: 2/- black & sepia shade (7 June) 2/6 

All Mint except as stated. Postages extra please. 

EDWARD M. BERRY 
5 Kowles Road, Lytham, St. Annes, England 
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This procedure produced ten extraneous 
images on the left-hand side and ten on the 
right-hand side of the Multiple Diapositive, 
which of course were masked before the ~tch
ing process and the carbon tissue printing 
process was initiated. 

The Subsidiar11 Master Negatives For 
Cylinder No. 48. 

The Union Royal Silver Wedding postage 
stamps which were bicoloured ones naturally 
necessitated printings from two copper-faced 
cylinders. For this dual printing process 
therefore a second and subsidiary Master 
Negative was a requisite. 

The branches or sprays Qf silver tree leaves 
together with the "GE" tablet or shield were 
printed in silver ink from Cylinder N:o. 48. 
Concatenation of S.T.L. Sp-rays printed in 
white from Cylinder No. 6923 with S.T.L. 
Sprays printed in silver from Cylinder No. 48 

It must be borne in mind that the sprays 
of silver tree leaves and the "GE" tablet were 
virtually printed twice per stamp and in pre
cise registration per stamp: 
(1) In white from Cylinder 6923 as a back

ground for the silver printing. ( See ''M" 
and "N" on Figure 1). ( From Principal 
Master Negatives "A' and "B"). 

(2) In silver from Cylinder No. 48 on the 
whites from Cylinder 6923. ( Se~ the 
printed stamp.) 
(From Subsidiary Master Negatives ''A'' 
and "B".) 

Precise registration between "Whiten and 
"Silver" was a desideratum and in conse
quence the Composite Master Design ( See 
Figure 1) was utilised anent the preparation 
of the Subsidiary Master Negatives called 

• 
Figure 6. 

for the purpose of this article ''A" and "B". 
From the complete Master Design an out

line drawing of the silver tree leaf branches 
and the "GE" tablet was made on draught
man's tracing cloth. These outlines on the said 
tracing cloth were filled in black as per 
Fig'!llre 6, and then photographed twice and 
two negatives obtained on two small thin glass 
photographic plates. These two Subsidiary 
Master Negatives were of the same dimen-

sions as those of the Principal Master N ega
tives. 

The two Subsidiary Master Negatives "A" 
and ''B"-with their silver leaf sprays and 
"GE" tablets shown up on their emulsion sides 
in white (actually transparent) as per Figure 
7-were next placed side by side :on a glass 
base plate of a size to fit into the Plate Holder 

Figure 7. 

of the "Step and Repeat" Camera and as in 
the case of the Principal Master Nesratives 
"A''' and ''B" the one on the left-hand side 
secured in position with black adhesive tape 
affixed along its top, left and bottom edges. 
Then in order to ensure that all printings in 
silver ink fr.om Cylinder No. 48 would be in 
precise registration with printings in "white" 
from the blue Cylinder No. 6923 a special 
photographic glass positive was made. This 
two-set plate named for the purpose of this 
article Special Positive "AB" was printed by 
direct contact with the two bound Principal 
Master Negatives ''A" and "B". Special Posi
tive "AB" was then superimposed on the two 
Subsidiary Master Negatives "A" and "B" 
and by means of its guidance the right-hand 
unit of the latter pair was moved into precise 
alignment and affixed in that position with 
black adhesive tape along its top, right and 
bottom edges. 

Thus the second Compound Master N ega
tive was ready for pr.ojection on to the second 
Multiple Diapositive plate by means of the 
''Step and Repeat" Camera. From this dia-
positive plate the Interior Cylinder No. 48 
was etched via a Carbon Tissue sheet. As 
this cylinder was required solely for the print
ing in silver ink of the silver leaf branches 
and the "GE" shield or tablet-and therefore 
free from the process of "side-stepping" the 
images at every alternate horizontal row for 
the alternate language feature-it was etched 
with 120 units in 20 horizontal rows of 6, as 
against the 140 units in 20 horizontal rows of 
alternate "6's" and ''8's" anent Exterior 
Cylinder No. 6923. 

The authors are indebted to the Government 
Printer and the Department of Posts and 
Telegraphs for kind permission to publish the 

(Continued on page 121) 
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,·······~~~~~~~--~~~~, 
t t 
t • 

: WANT LISTS ! 
• ----------- t 
• • • • ::, During 50 years Qf fair trading ,

1 
we have accumulated a compre-

• hensive stock of British Colonial • 
: and Foreign Stamps - especially I 
I strong in Australasia, British I 
•• • t West Indies, France and Colom es t 

•• • and King George VI issues of all t 

:I l Colonies. 

i A Want List by any Standard ! 
Catalogue will receive prompt and t 

• • : careful attention. New clients l 
: kindly send trade references. I 
• • t • 

i i 
I BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED I I 86 Strand, London, W.C.2. England. I 
~··········~---- -----· 
:· ■ ■ • - - - ■ ■ ■ - - ■ - - • - - - - - - - - • - - - - - ·: 

I BRITISH COLONIAL I . : I NEW ISSUES I 
If you collect British Colonial New 
Issues and want an efficient source of 
supp,ly at 10% over face or cost, why 
not send for the details of my service. 
The steady increase in the number of 
new subscribers in the Union of South 
Africa is testimony 1)f its efficiency. 

Fortnightly List 3/- per annum 
by sea mail ( 8 /- per annum 

by air). 

f Want Lists for Obsolete K.G. VI Stamps 
and all pre-1938 B.C. stamps are 

f appreciated. 

'---~~- .:~~~~;~~-:~: __ _ 

I 

--- CALLING THE U.D.F.! --

Collections, sheets and odds of 

ITALIA,N SOMALILA,ND 

ERITR,EA, LIBYA 

ITALIAN EAST AFRICA 

MiEF, E1AF, etc. Mint or on covers 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S. ARNOLD 2283. 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

! ~~•~i~:~~!~~~:~:=-=-=·1 
t Zealand Health Stamps (first portrait of t 
t Prince Charles to appear on a stamp) to I 
j be issued in October, 1950. 
t First Day Covers, 2/3 each. 

I
• c.w.o. before 12th Sept., 1950, to 

J. A. SMUTS 
Box 575, Springs I 

t. --.. ---~::v:~:~~----

r·············-----------1 I I want to buy Union issues from Inter-
• provincials to date, mint and used, in
! eluding booklets, Boer War covers, etc., 
t and should be pleased to receive offers I ! with full details of price, condition, 
l quantities, etc. t 

C. E. SHERWOOD, P.T.S. I 
105 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manchester, l 

Great Britain. 

#~-------~~-- - ■--- ••••••• t 
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~~~~~~~~~~~ ....... -~~~~~~~~~~~··············~~~~ ........ ~~~. ' . t • I The Humble Half-penny j . : t A SURVEY OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN ½d. PICTORIAL. • 
I 1926-1949. t 

I Bys. C. CHANTLER l 
(Reprinted fro'm, "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly.") ! 

l ____________________ m••----------------------------.-!. 
The South African M. ''Springbok Head" 

stamp, like many other thing3, is not what it 
used to be; in fact, since its first appearance 
on January 1st, 1926, it has undergone so 
many changes that it is surprising that there 
is still some resemblance to the original issue. 
The ordinary user of South African stamp,s 
would, probably be very surprised if told that 
the stamps he had been licking for twenty
three years were not the same throughout 
this time, and the evolution of this denomina
tion presents a very interesting study, well 
worth the effort expended. 

Most collectors are aware that the p-rinciple 
of having two -official languages of the 
country printed on alternate stamps was first 
adopted with this issue and has continued 
ever since. In passing;, it should be mentioned 

that this principle will be abandoned in the 
new issues, now in course of preparation, and 
both languages will then be prrnted on each 
stamp., thereby obviating the necessity of col
lecting Union stamps in pairs-this, of course, 
having nothing to do with the issues under 
review. 

Group 1 ( see illustrations) 
The first issue of this stamp-January 1st, 

1926-was typographed, in London, by Water
low & Sons, Ltd., from flat electrotype piates 
which were prepared in the Royal Mint, Lon
don. The size of the design was 18.5 by 22.5 
mm., and the watermarks \Vere upright and 
inverted. The stamps were issued in sheets, 
rolls and booklets. The "R'' in "AFRICA" 
and "SUIDAFRIKA" is curved. The thick 
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horiZ!ontal and verticai ba-rs oi coiour are 
solid, the shading of the scroll clearly defined 
and the lettering very sharp. Later, the plates 
were sent to Pretoria where further printings 
were made (1927-1930). The Pretoria p,rint
ings are duller and coarser than those of 
London. A small emergency printing was also 
made from Plate 2, in 1948, in order to use up 
a stock of cut paper which had been lying in 
the Government Printing Works for eighteen 
years. The paper from this printing is very 
brittle and the stamps are easily parted. 

Group 2 
The Rotary photogravure method of stamp 

printing was introduced into the Union in 
1930 and the 1d. denomination printed by this 
method appeared on May rnth, 1931. This 
method, commonly called 'Rotogravure," is 
now the :only one normally used for p,rinting 
Union stamps. Calling, as it does, for a bold 
conception of design, with graduating tones, 
this method has never, in the opinion of the 
writer, been entirely satisfactory for the 
stamps of this country as the somewhat elab
orate designs in use were originally intended 
for production by the older reethods. Be that 
as it may, the design for this denomination 
was similar to that of the typographic form 
excepting that the foot of the "R" in 
"AFRICA" and "SUIDAFRIKA" ends 
squarely on the bottom line, the shading of 
the scroll is not so well defined-the leaves 

being almost white-and the horizontal lines 
of shading around the Springbok Head are, 
more or less, of even density. White oblique 
lines, running right to left, thus, ///I I, are 
found in the thick horizontal and vertical bars 
of colour, but it should be mentioned that the 
latter feature is not always readily apparent. 
The standard multiple comb perforator per
forated stamps from sheets, rolls and booklets 
14~ x 14! . Three sets of cylindrical plates 
(henceforth referred to as cylinders) were 
used for this series. 

Group 3 
On November 12th, 1936, a new feature was 

introduced and the word ''SUIDAFRIKA" 
now broken by the introduction of a hyphen 
and reads "SUID-AFRIKA." The other fe<#~ 
tures of the design remained unchanged, but 
the leaves in the scroll were more fully shaded. 
Perforations for sheets and booklets were 
15 x 14, but for rolls 13?, x 14, surplus sheet 
cuttings from the latter, with narrow gutter 
margins, were also sold in sheets and without 
top and bottom margins. One set of cylinders, 
doing duty for sheets, rolls and booklets, was 
used for this group. · 

G1·oup 4 
The design was redrawn in 1937 and tne 

vertical lines of shading at the top and bot
tom of the stamp,s was replaced by hori
zontal lines. The oblique white lines found 
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in the thick horizontal and vertical bars of 
colour now run left to right, thus \ \ ·1 \ \ 
and are more widely spaced. The horizontal 
lines of shading surrounding the Springbok"s 
head are thicker and fewer than in ear her 
types. Booklets and. rolls were a~so I?roduced 
in this group. The size of the design 1s 18.5 x 
22.5 mm., as in the earlier groups. 

Group 5 
The basic design having become more, or 

less fixed, a new feature was introduced in 
Oct~ber, 1947 and reflects a reduction in the 
size of the design from 18.5 x 22.5 mm. to 
18.25 x 22.25 mm., thereby allowing the gut
ters between stamps to be .5 mm. wider. One 
set of cylinders only was used with this fea
ture. The oblique white lines in the bars of 
colour remain. 

Group 6 
November, 1947, saw a further reduction in 

size of the design to 18 x 22 mm. and the 
oblique white lines in the bars of colour are 
replaced by cross-hatched lines. The first 
stamp on 'the sheet was ~n the ~n&'lish lan~
age, the first on all prev11ous em1ss10ns havmg 
been in Afrikaans. A bi-coloured roll stamp 
with the• features of this group appeared in 
1948 but was soon superseded by a return to 
the monocoloured type referred to later. 

Group 7 
In February, 1948, the cylinder for the 

frame was screened and the cross-hatching or 
oblique lines in the thick bars of colour el~m
inated, the whole of the frame now showmg 
a dotted effect and the straight edges of col
our being serrated. These features are vis
ible under a strong glass. The value of this 
screening is that the ink is more evenly dis
tributed and gives a cleaner overall appear
ance to the printing. This is achieved by a 
fine mesh being exposed on to the carbon tis
sue immediately before the image of the de
sign is printed down on the cylinder. The 
1948 issue with 120 stamps to the sheet be
longs to this group. The first stamp on the 
sheet is again in English. 

Group 8 
The year 1948 also produced the first issue 

to have the numbers of the cylinders used 
printed in the margins. Up to the time of 
writing two sets of cylinders have been used 
for sheets. The screening device was now 
extended to the centres. Booklets were also 
issued in 1948 with screened centres and 
frames. As it is expected that the new de
signs for Union stamps will be available in 
1950 it is highly unlikely that any new fea
tures will be introduced into the current stamp, 
but it is very possible that further cylinders 
in the present group will be made before the 
series becomes obs:olete. In cylinder combin
ation 7020A-7020B the first stamp on the 
sheet is in English and in combination 7020A-
11B, produced in 1949, the first is in Afri
kaans, the frame cylinde1· being derived from 

a diap-0sitive of 22 rows which allows the 
printer to alternate the language setting with
out the preparation of a new diapositive. 

Group 9 
Another group, apart from those for sheets, 

is formed by the Monocoloured (Green) roll 
issues. These first appeared in 1943 as a war
time measure and have remained in use ever 
since, with a short interrupti:on in 1948. Three 
screened cylinders, varying in the density of 
the screen mesh, have been in use. 

No reference has been made to errors, flaws 
or marginal indications as it is felt that these 
are a separate study and belong to the realm 
of plating rather than to grouping. Much in-

formation on these matters has been published, 
from time to time, in the South African phil
atelic press, and elsewhere, but it is hoped 
that the foregoing, and the summary which 
follows, will enable collectors to sort their 
specimens :of this interesting and fascinat
ing stamp into the main groups, and having 
done that, branch out, if desired, into more 
detailed collecting. Nor has any reference 
been made to the many varieties of the basic 
colours. They range from soft grey to deep 
brown for the centres, and from pale green 
to blue for the frames, and, as the colours 
frequently vary in the same printing, it is 
almost impossible to list them and to find 
adequate descriptions to convey _the shade to 
the reader. 
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SUMMARY OF GROUPINGS 
Group 1. Typographed by Waterlow and Gov

ernment Printer, Pretoria. 
Group 2. Rotogravure. "'SUIDAFRIKA" 

without hyphen. 
Grorup 3. Rotogravure. "'SUID-AFRIKA" 

with hyphen. Vertical lines of shading at 
top and bottom. 

Group 4. Rotogravure. With hyphen. Lines of 
shading all horizontal and thicker in 
Centres. White oblique Unes running left 
to right. Size of design 18.5. x 22.5 mm. 

Group 5. Rotogravure. As group 4 but size of 
design 18.25 x 22.25 mm. 

Group 6. Rotogravure. Size of design 18 x 22 
mm. Cross hatching. 

Group 7. Thotogravure. Size of design 18 x 22 
mm. Screened frame. 

Group 8. Rotogravure. Size of design 18 x 22 
mm. Screened centre and frame. 

Group 9. Rotogravure. Monocoloured (Green) 
Roll stamps. 

ADDENDUM 

I should like to add under heading "Group 
1" that it was the researches made by Mr. 
A. Hilton Sydow, of Cape 'Town, which 
brought to light the fact that the plates for 
this group were prepared in the Royal Mint, 
London. I trust that Mr. Sydow will accept 
my apologies for this omission. 

Under heading "Group 5" I stated that one 
set of cylinders only was used in this group. 
This statement referred to sheet stamps and 
Mr. Patrick Riordan has ~alled my attention 
to the fact that a roll stamp with the features 
of this group appeared in June, 1941, and 
that this was the first i/id. denomination to 
show the reduction in size to 18.25 x 22.25 mm. 

I would also like to say that a suggestion 
has been made that I used the summary made 
by Mr. G. N. Gilbert "Union M. Rotogravure 
Issues Simplified" in the S.A. Philatelist of 
February, 1950, as the basis of my article. 
Actually my article had been written and ac
cepted by Messrs. Stanley Gibbons many 
months before the correspondence started 
which led to Mr. Gilbert's summary. I must 
therefore be absolved from any plagiarism in 
this respect. 

r······ -······-------
1 Without e!~!o?!~rm had the 
t finest stock of German issues for a long 
: time. Now we have increased this to cover 
t all Europe. An excellent selection will 
! enable you to receive your requirements 
•i as per your want list. Why not send 

your want list now to: 

t The Waltham Stamp Co. 

I 449 Oxford Street, 
London, W.1. Tel. Gro 6483. 

L~~~~~~~~•••••••••••••.....,~~ 

, 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Sier1;a Leone. Full Gibbons Catalogue 
prices offered for superb used copies of 
S.G. Numbers 49, 51 to 53, 78 to 80, 
86A, 94 to 96, 123, 124, 126, 127, 146 
to 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182, 
Johannesburg. 

Union Bookl~ts, covers and panes with 
borders, mmt. Urgently required. 

Dr. C. Murray, Kuilsriver. 

Wholesalers hlterested in packets 
materials contact 

Boateng and Sons, B:ox 3, Sekondi, Gold 
Coast. 

Basutoland. ~ostal Stationery, Union 
and Proymcial stamps used in Basuto
land and good used blocks of the defi
nitive issues wanted by 

G. N. Gilbert, Grosvenor, Westminster. 

Wa~ted_: Union of South Africa, speci
alist items and good Union collections. 
Send on approval to: 

Dr. S. J. Hoffman, 48 Lister Buildings, 
J ep,pe Street, Johannesburg. 

Wanted: Air Letter Sheets, Air Mail 
and Baggage Labels. 

John Cormack, 75 Overstrand Mansions 
Battersea, London, S.W. 11, England'. 

Exc?ang:e of stamps! Send me 100 used 
Pictorial, Commemoratives or Air 
Mail and I send in exchange same 
number Australia. Correspondence 
English, French, German. 

H. Seligman, 144 High Street Kew -E 4 
Australia. ' ' · ' 

South West Africa. Wanted in mint 
pairs: S.G.12f. at 22/6 (Gibbons cata
logue price), S.G. D.13 at a price to 
be mutually agreed (no catalogue price 
quoted by Gibbons). 

D. Lamont Smith, P.O. Box 1152, 
Johannesburg. 

131 
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SHORT NOTICES 
Messrs. H. R. Harmer, Inc., of 32 East 57th 

Street, New York, have moved into new prem
ises occupying the entire thirteenth floor of 
the building. Their expanding business de
manded more space and better facilities; the 
floor has been re-arranged so as to provide not 
only a fine auction hall, but ofiices, reference 
library, workrooms and laboratories for the 
staff. 

H. E. Harris and Co., of 108 Massachusetts 
A venue, Boston, Mass., U.S.A., send a copy of 
a booklet "How to Sell Stamps" to them. The 
main things to remember are that they are 
wholesalers and want stamps in quantity to 
sell to other dealers. Write just stating what 
you have to sell and give your selling price. 
You may make up packets of countries, or 
large quantities of one stamp, or "Kiloware" 
mixture, i.e., 200 lbs., or more, giving average 
number of stamps per lb., and approximate 
number of different varieties in the mixture. 

* FRANCE 
The Postal Administration reports the issue 

on 10th July of a series of 6 semi-postals 
with portraits of celebrated persons during 
the revolutionary pedod of the 18th century. 
They are Chenier, David, Carnot, Danton, 
Robespierre and Roche. 

S.W.A. V ARIE'rY 
Mr. R. Jaacks, of Witbank, reports finding 

a 2d. Bantam on which the overprint is 
"EWA" instead of "SW A". He states it is 
not a broken "S" but a very clear "E". Has 
anyone seen a similar item? 

Although Mr. Jaacks says it is a clear "E", 
we doubt very much if the print actually came 
from an "E" in the forme. Such an obvious 
error would surely have been spotted long ere 
this, but it may well be an interesting, al
though inconsistent minor printing fl.aw. 

We will illustrate this item next month. 

BELGIUM AND BELGIAN CONGO 
Mons. G. Lefebvre reports the issue on 2nd 

May of a 1.75f. stamp in connection with the 
centenary of the General Fu:id of Savings and 
Retiring Pensions. It has an allegorical 
representation (bee-hive, figures, etc.) of the 
activities of the Fund and looks a little pe
culiar with sio much white inside its frame. 

The Congo has just issued four new stamps 
comp,leting the so-called Masks and Native 
Arts set. They are of Fr. 1.20, 1.60, 2.40 and 
8.00 denominations. 

FINLAND 
The Philatelic Section of the Postal Admin

istration have sent notice, and specimens of 
stamps, :of the issue of three commemoratives 
on 11th June in honour of the 4th centenary 
of the founding of Helsinki, the capital. The 
stamps are of 5, 9 and 15 mk. The 5mk shows 
a plan of Helsinki in its early days; the 9mk. 
has portraits of Councillor of State John Alb. 
Ehrenstrom and Architect Carl. Ludw. Engel; 
the 15m. features the City Hall. 

AUSTRALIA 
The High Commissioner reports that an 8M. 

stamp will be issued on 14th August. This de
nomination is intended primarily to pay com
bined postage anc:l registration .charges, and 
will become one of the regular current st!ries. 

The design features the bead of a male 
Central Australian aborigine and will be of 
a rich brown colour, perf. 15 x 14. 

,¥, 

SUDAN 
Specimens of the new air set which went on 

sale on 1st July have arrived. They are bi
coloured pictorials and very beautifully pro
duced by de la Rue using the intaglio process. 
The denominations are 2, 2½, 3, 31, 4, 4½, 6 
and 20 piastres, all different designs. 

Jf-. 
S. RHODESIA 

After all there is to be philatelic commem
oration of the country's Diamond Jubilee-a 
single 2d. stamp with portraits of Queen 
Victoria and King George VI. It is to be is
sued on 12th September. Sets are being held 
in abeyance till 1953 when there will be com
memoration of the centenary of Rhodes' birth 
and the 60th anniversary :of the annexation of 
Matabeleland. 

~-- ■ ----- ■ --------- ■■■ ---·-····1 

The PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE 

( estab. 1875) 
is your illustrated guide to world 

collecting ! 
Annual sub.: 10/-. 

Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. 
445, Strand, London, W.C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 

R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, 
Johannesburg. 

(Concluded from page 122) 
eollection) and the Rey. \Y. Loxley Chamingg ( on 
the Swiss). 

July 24: The exhibit was proYided by Mr. E. 
Hunt who showed some fine "Asia" portions of bis 
world collection. There were some very rare items 
such as pages of Afghanistan, China, ,Japan· and 
many others. including Philippine Islands, Persia, 
Hedjaz, Netlwrlands Indies and Hawaii. Highlights 
of the exhibit were Hawaiian Missionary stamps, 
China Air Mails, Syrian Air Mails, Formosa local 
stamps and the earliest isimec:; of .Japan. 

Commander Enoch spoke on the exhibit and 
pointed out the rare items. , I.I. 

* MAURITIUS 
What a change from the old "key-plate" is

sues to the new pictorial issue. Thirteen vatues 
3c to 2.50R full of colour, putting even the 
early Labuan and North Borneo in the shade. 
Worth getting if only for the Dodo on the 12c ! 
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l!NION MINT 

Coil stamps: S.G. 3a 1/-

Others: 

Do. pair with join (Union Cat. R2.A) 
S.G. 6a 3/-

Do. pair with join (Union Cat. R3.A) 
S.G. 8a 3/-

Do. pair with join (Union Cat. R3.A) 
S.G. 9b 3/- . 

Do. pair with join (Union Cat. R4.A) 
S.G. 10a 4/-

, 

4/0 

8/0 

8/0 

8/0 

Do. pair with join (Union Cat. R5.A) 12/6 

S.G. 21 17/6, S.G. 22 ............ 42/6 
S.G. 22a 47 /6, S.G. 23 ............ 62/6 

S.G. 31a horizontal booklet strip of 3 £6 lOs. 

S.G. 33 E. & A. each . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/6 

Good stocks of K.G. VI obsoletes and individual Wedding sets. 

SPRIGHTON PHILATELISTS (PTY.) LIMITED 
94 ALLIANCE BUILDING, RISSIK and NEW STREET NORTH, 

P.O. Box 9020. J O H A N N E S B U R G. Phone: 33-0658 

JOHANN:ESBURG PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 
SPECIAL SOUVENIR ENVELOPES 

iii 

\\~~~'!!A for the Exhibition may be obtained from the Hon. 
Secretary, Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, P.O. 

·:I 
Box 4967. 

Size 9" x 4", 4d. each or 3/6 per dozen 
Size 6" x 3", 3d. each or 2/6 per dozen 

A special trade discount will be allowed to recognisea 
dealers for quantities. 

If these envelopes are addressed and stamped with the 
proper postage, they may be sent in to the Hon. Secretary 
for po,sting at the Exhibition, where a special cancellor 
will be used. The Society does not, however, hold itself 
responsible for any loss or damage to envelopes sent in. 

HAVE YOU SENT IN YOUR ENTRY FOR THE EXHIBITION? 
Late entries ,vill be accepted for competition up to the 

18th AUGUST, 1950 

but no guarantee can be given that they will be included in the official Catalogue. 
Copies of the Rules and entry forms may be obtained from the Hon. Secretary of the 

Johannesburg Philatelic Society. 
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THE 
BOND 
STAMP 

STREET 
AUCTIONS 

August, 1950. 

# 
All serious collectors can take an active part in the H. R. Harmer 
Auctions in Bond Street, London. Special light-weight editions of 
all London Auction catalogues are available, and the excellent air 
service between Great Britain and South Africa ensures that clients 
receive full particulars of forthcoming sales in ample time to send 
in their bids. For full particulars of subscription rates (by Second
class Airmail) see below. 
IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING, no matter whether a single 
rarity or a twenty-volume · colleclion, we have over 3,000 leading 
collectors all over the world who are regular bidders at the Bond 
Street Auctions. Send for free leaflet giving full particulars of 
Commission terms, insurance arrangements, etc. 

----- FORTHCOMING SALES----

BOND STREET AUCTIONS 

~EW SEASON'S SALES COMMENCE 
.MONDAY, 11th SEPTEMBER 

when important British Commonwealth and 
Foreign Properties will be offered. 

Many outstanding General and Specialised 
Collections have been received for sale by 
auction during the early autumn. Why not take 
this opportunity of securing a regular supply 
of Auction Catalogues by Air-mail? See this 

page for full details. 

* Air Mail Editions 
of Auction Catalogues 

Subscription Rates 
(/) For the General Collector 
A.II London Catalogues, or British 
Commonwealth (per S.'G. Part 1), 
or Great Britain, Cyprus, :Vlalta, 

Eire and Gibraltar. 
£3 for 12 months. 

(2) For the Specialist 
Choice of any three Specialised 
Groups of Countries (ask for List 

of Countries). 
£2 for 12 months. 

Note: Above rates include all Lists 
of Prices Realised. For New York 
1rnd Sydney auction catalogues 

write to addresses below. 

fi I<.. J-/-a!ufleJc 
Jr~ S1omp lluctumeeM 

AND AT 
:SEW YORI{ 

(address below) 

34-42 NEW BOND STREET 

LONDON, W.I. ENGLAND 

Cabl,s: "Phistamsel, London" 
32 East 57th St., New York 

A~D AT 
SYDI\EY 

(address b_!o-,v) 

?.B Castlereagh St., Sydneyi 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central New~ 
~ Agency, Ltd.. Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Pr1>i;;s (Proprietary). Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

Johannesbur~ 
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SEPTEMBER 
IN OUR SALEROOMS 

13th 

16th 

20th 

27th 

The ··T. Hall" British Europe, British North America 

and Africa. Also three important sections of the 

''Bert.ram McGowan" collections-Great Britain used 

in Gibraltar, Malta and Morocco, and Gibraltar used 

in Morocco. 

General Sale at Granville Chambers, Richmond Hill, 

Bournemouth. There are over fifty different owners, 

two of whom have four-figure collections that are 

broken up and offered by countries in suitable lots. 

The fine general mint collection of British Empire 

formed by D. 0. B. Aubrey, Esq., of Rangoon. Several 

of the countries are specialised, including an e>..1:ra

ordinary lot of Burma. 

The ''T. Hall" British Asia, including a fine lot of the 

Classic Issues of Ceylon and India. Also a large and 

va luable section of the "Bertram McGowan'' collection 

of India Used Abroad. 

Illustrated Catalogues 1/-

ROBSON LOWE; ~ TD. 
50 PALL MALL, LONDQN, S.W.I 

Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 Cables: " Stamps," London 

Also at PHILADELPHIA, MELBOURNE and BOMBAY 
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Connoisseurs) Choice 
BRITISH EMPIRE ALL MINT 

GREAT :RRTTAIN: 1913 10/- indigo-blue, S.G. 402 ..... . 
Do., 1929 1d.-£1 P.U.C., S.G. 434-438 ................... . 

ANTIGUA: 1922 £1 purple and black/red, S.G. 61 .. 
Do., 1932 ½d.-fi/- complete, S.G. 81-90 . . . . . . 

BARBADOS: 1912 ½d.-3/- complete, S.G. 170-180 .. 
Do., 1920 !d.-3/- Victory, S.G. 201-212 . . . . . . 

BASUTOLAND: 1933 ~d.-10/- complete, S.G. 1-10 ..... . 
BECHUANALAND: 1932 §<l.-10/- complete, S.G. 99-110 . . . . . . 
GAMBIA: 1922-7 ½d.-10/- (ex S.G. 139), S.G. 118-142 ..... . 
KENYA, UGANDA: 1903-4 lOR., grey and ultr., S.G. 14 

Do., 20R., grey and stone, S.G. 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
MALTA: 1921-2 10/-, black, S.G. 104 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Do., 1922-5 ¼d.-£1 (both £l's), S.G. 123-136 . . . . . . . . 
NEWFOUNDLAND: 1921 Halifax, block 4,, S.G. 248 (2), 248a, 248f 
ST. HELENA: 1922-7 £1, purple and black/red, S.G. 96 

Do., 1943 10/-, black and purple, S.G. 123 . . . . . . 
ST. KITTS-NEVIS: 1920-9 M.-£1 complete, S.G. 27-47c 
ST. VINCENT: 1899 M.-5/-, S.G. 67-75 . . . ...... . 
SIERRA LEONE: 1912-16 £2, blue and purple, S.G. 135 

D.)., £5, orange and green, S.G. 136 . . . . . . . . . . 
Do., 1932 M.-£1 complete, S.G. 155-167 . . . . . . . . 

SUDAN: 1931-5 Air, 3m.-10p. (perf. 14), S.G. 49a-57d .... 
Do., 1935, Gordon, 5m.-50p., S.G. 59-67 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

SWAZILAND: 1933 M.-10/- complete, S.G. 11-20 ....... . 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO: 1914 £1, grey green and carmine, S.G. 172 

£9 () 0 
9 0 0 

7 10 0 

17 10 0 
10 0 0 

5 5 0 

5 5 0 

7 0 0 

14 0 0 
7 0 0 

22 10 0 
15 0 0 
15 15 0 

17 10 I) 

7 0 0 

11 10 0 
18 10 0 

5 10 0 

14 () 0 

40 0 0 

12 0 0 

7 10 0 

11 10 0 

5 0 () 

5 () () 

The above are not arbitrarily selected but are representative of the wide rang-e of 
British Colonials always in stock. The discriminating- collector is cordially invited 

to inspect my stock books, and is assured of courteous personal attention. 

Out-of-town collectors are reminded that a monthly price-list and commentary is 

available post free on request. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESP,EARE HOUSE, Commissioner Street, 

JOHANNESBURG 

Box No. 1607 Hours 10.30 a.m-2.30 p.m Office 33-8494 
Phones: Residence 43-1519 
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S.W .A. VARIETY 
Last month we mentioned a variety reported 

by Mr. R. Jaacks of Windhoek. We now 
illustrate this from a photograph supplied 
by him. Our interpretation of this is that the 
"S" of a normal S.W.A. overprint broke in 

the middle and that the lower part rotated on 
its o,vn axis about a quarter of a circle, cL:>ck
wise. This has brought what was originally 
the lower end of the "S" almost into contact 
with the lower end of the broken upper half, 
thus producing what looks like a reversed a. 
This would make the specimen an interesting 
minor printing variety, but not a major one. 

)I. 

EIRE 
Eire has apparently finally decided not to 

have a U.P.U. issue, but will probably have 
one this year sometime to commemorate Holy 
Year. 

)I,. 

RAILWAY PARCELS STAMPS 
Mr. A. Hilton Sydow reports that there 

has been a new issue of Railway Parcels 
stamps and has supplied .a lot of details about 
them. Sometime we will find room to publish 
these; even if they are not everybody's meat 
they can form an interesting adjunct to a 
Union collection. 

;-.•11111111111111111111nn1111111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111=., 

j Correspondence I 
~llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlllllllllll 

The Editor, "S.A. Philatelist" 
"S. RHODESIAN IMPERFORATES" 

Sir,-I have read ,vith great interest Dr. 
Kaplan's paper on "The imperforate stamps 
of Southern Africa" which appeared in the 
January number of your excellent publication. 

I cannot allow one of his statements to go 
unchallenged, however, because of its im
portance. 

Dr. Kaplan states: "As is well known, per
forating pins have sharp points." He then 
goes on to say how the imperforate stamps 
were obtained. 

I beg to differ. Perforating pins do not 
have sharp points. The ends of the pins are 
flat and the pins are the same thickness 
throughout their length, i.e., they do not taper. 
If they were sharp-pointed it would be im
possible to obtain from them what is known 
as "blind" perforations. 

I define "blind" perforations as "light yet 
complete impressions of the ends of the per
forating pins which have dented but not pene
trated the surface of the paper." All examples 
of "blind" perforations I have seen, and they 
are legion, bear out this description. 

I agree with Dr. Kaplan's explanation of 
how some sheets missed being perforated, but 
the margin between an imperforate stamp and 
one having "blind" perforations is so small 
-in some cases only the thickness of the stamp 
paper-that to say they cannot be classed with 
imperforates is rather absurd: they are, on his 
own showing, merely one place removed. 

I have a horiz,)ntal pair of the ld. value 
which has very faint and irregular "blind" 
perforations between. I could, if I so wished, 
iron out these very light marks and obtain 
what to all intents and purposes would be an 
imperforate between pair. I might add the 
pin marks are so faint that the gum is un
disturbed, neither are thev visible when the 

( Conthmed on riext page) 
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(C:>mmunicated before the O.F.S. and 
Basutoland Philatelic Society) _ 
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The design of the present day 6d. postage 
stamp of the Union of South Africa is to 
some extent similar to the design of the old 
stamps of the Rep,ublic of the Orange Free 
State. 

The current design may, "bheref ore, be con
sidered as a descendant of the design of the 
old republican stamps. 

In order to establish this relationship it 
was necessary to delve into the history of the 
republican stamps. 

In the course of a search in the archives 
department of the Orange Free State at 
Bloemfontein, the following historical facts 
were found, in the letter book of the State 
President. 

On the 4th October, 1865, the Volksraad 
(Parliament) of the Orange Free State Re
public resolved that the Republic should have 
its own stamps printed. President Brandt 
then submitted the design of three stamps to 
the Consul-General of the Reuublic in London 
for consideration by Messrs: Thomas de La 
Rue & Co. The design was described by 
President Brandt as a "tree with three horns." 

Messrs. de La Rue & Co. agreed to prim the 
stamps as designed, on the condition that the 
Rep!Ublic was to pay for the manufacture of 
the dies and blocks required to print the 
stamps. This was agreed to and the cost of 
the dies and blocks was as follows: 
( 1) Original master die . . . . . . £65 0 0 
(2) Dies and plates of the three 

duties £90 each . . . . . . . . 270 0 0 

£335 0 O 

The three duties of the series were: 
ld. (Een penny) 
6d. (Zespence) 
1/- ( Een shilling) 

An order for the following i;tamps was sent 
on the 22nd October, 1866: · 

180,000 Stamps of Eenpenny denomination 
105,000 Stamps of Zespence denomination 

30,000 Stamps of Een shilling denomination 
The cost of thes0 stamps was: 
1/- (One shil1ing) per 1,000, and this price 

included paper, printing, gumming and per
foration. 

Samples of the first printing were received 
in Bloemfontein on 3rd July, 1867, and to
wards the end of the year 1867 the stamps 
arrived at Bloemfontein. 

It was then discovered that the design was 

not strictly according to the order. Tihe tree 
was in triangular form but the branche:! had 
on them objects which purported to be. 
"oranges." The printers probably added the 
oranges as they connected this type of f ~uit 
with the name of the state, which in their 
first letters they described as the "Orange 
State" instead of the Orange Free State. 

In order to rectify this mistake it would 
have been necessary to have had the dies and 
plates re-made. This would have resulted in 
a loss of £335 to the state. Such a loss could 
not be afforded because the Republic was then 
experiencing an acute economic depression. 
Furthermore, it was then also involved in a 
war with the Basutos. 

Under the circumstances and as the design 
was not of major importance, it was decided 
to leave the design unchanged. 

The "orange tree" design, therefore, re
mained in use from that time until the end 
of the republican days. · 

In 1926 the Union Postal authorities decided 
to make a change in the design of their 
stamps and to rep.lace the 1913 issue 
( Georgian Series). 

Three denominations were issued in 1926, 
viz.: 

M., ld., and 6d. 
It is the 6d. stamp of this series tihat forms 

the link with the old Orange Free State de
sign. 

The designer must have had the Orange 
Free State design in mind when he designed 
an orange tree on an orange coloured stamp. 
Thus ha~ the old Orange Free State design 
been revived and used up to the present time. 

It is to be hoped that wihen the Postmaster
Ge~eral adopts the ~ontemplated change of 
design of all the Umon stamps in the very 
near future, that the orange tree will be one 
of the new denominations. 

( Concluded f,rom previous page) 
stamps are placed face downwards. I have, 
and have seen, many examples of the id. and 
ld. values with gutter margin between which 
could be similarly treated. 

Examples of most values of this issue can 
be found with double p_erforations, one of 
which is "blind." Sheets of such stamps were 
obviously rejected by the checker and were 
passed through the perforating machine the 
second time. 

~ ~rust Dr. ~apian will not object tQ my 
pomtmg out this discrepancy in his otherwise 
interesting article. I am sure he would be 
the first to agree that it is essential to have 
our facts correct. 

Yours, etc., 
W. G. NODDER, 

Rhodesian Study Circle. ,,. 
GIBRALTAR 

Four stamps were due for issue on 1st 
August to commemorate the inauguration of 
the Legislative Council; the current 2d., 3d., 
6d. and ls. to be overprinted "New Constitu
tion 1950." 
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U.P.U. CATALOGUE 
1949/50 

Up-to-date information about issues of ALL countries of the world (including forth

coming issues). Complete list ,:>f ALL stamps, varieties and errors, souvenir sheets, 

air-letters, U.P.U. cards, etc., with current market prices. Fully illustrated and 

tastefully printed. Publication date will be announced later. PLEASE BOOK YOUR 

COPY NOW. There are about 1,000 U.P.U. varieties, and the catalogue will prove 

invaluable to many. Published by MISS MILDRED HODSON, Edinburgh, 10, Scotland, 

Great Britain. 

I have been appointed by Miss Hodson as Sole Agent to handle the above for the 

AFRICAN MARKET. Of course, this is only to come, as there are about 10-12 sets 

still to be issued. The price is not yet definitely fixed, but I expect it will be in the 

region of 3/- Retail. Please send y,:>ur Orders direct to me NOW, so that I can see 

how many copies will be required. 

I am breaking up a valuable AFRICAN MINT COLLECTION, comprising sets and 

singles, chiefly of EDWARD VII and GEORGE V issues. Approvals are ready for 

circulation, prices are HALF to ONE-THIRD GIBBONS, 1950 Edition. Available also 

Mint Sheets of ld. K.A.R. and ld. and 2d. values, Peace issue, at FACE VALUE! 

• 
Write to: 

T. Mc. MICKING 
(P.T.S., B.P.A., F.R.G.S.) 

P.O. Box 18, CHOLO, NYASALAND, BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA 

135 
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Union Notes 
Sub-Editor: Mr. W. N. Sheffield, 

Box 99, Cleveland, Transvaal. 

Head Plate Characteristics of the ld. Plate 9 

and Plate 10 Rotogravure Printings 

The accompanying sketch of the Van· Rie
beeck's Ship design on the ld. Rotogravure 
stamps has been drawn by Mr. A. H. Sydow, 
Cape Town, to illustrate the approximate piosi
tions of the vignette characteristics found on 
the two printings which have become gener
ally known as "Plate 9" and "Plate 10." 

In the study of these two plates, Mr. Sydow 
points out it is often overlooked that the Head 
Plate ( or Vignette Plate) of the "Plate 9" 

HEAD PLATE 9 CHARACTERISTICS 
Row 2/No. 8: Dot in sea below Table Moun

tain. 
Row 4/1: Dot to left of ropes between yard-

arms. 
Row 5/5: Dot between two lanterns. 
Row 6/1: Dot below pennant. 
Row 7 /2: Dot in sky to left of ship. 
Row 8/5: Large dot in curved sail Tight of 

ship. 

'Yg 
H 
£ 
A 
J) 

p 
L 
A 
T 
E. 

production was used in conjunction wir.h tw,1 
different frame plates, namely: 

(1) With Frame Plate 9 bearing the inscrip
tions "SOUTH AFRICA" and "SUIDAFRIKA" 
-the latter, of course, being Die II as dis
tinct from Die I of the earlier plates. 

(2) With Frame Plate 10 bearing the in
scriptions "SOUTH AFRICA" and "SUID
AFRIKA"-the latter hyphenate. 

Therefore, strictly sp€aking, t,he tw.o print
ings should really be referred to as having 
been produced from (a) Frame Plate 9 and 
Head Plate 9 and (b) Frame P.late 10 and 
Head Plate 9, Tespectively, because it was 
only ..the frame plate cylinder which was re
newed in order to bring about the change over 
from the anhyphenate series-Plates 1 to 9-
to the hyphenate issues adopted with Plate 
No. 10. Hence the vignette flaws of the Plate 
9 pTinting are also present on the same stamps 
of the Plate 10 production and as depicted in 
his sketch, Mr. Sydow lists them as follows. 

Row 8/6: Dot above yardarm. 
Row 9/1: Dot level with yardarm. 
Row 10/4: Dash above yardarm. 
Row 11/8: Dot midway between yardarms. 
Row 12/2: Dot between 1st and 2nd columns 

of sun rays. 
Row 12/7: Dot above 1st column :of sun 

rays. 
Row 13/3: Prominent dot level with yard

arm. 
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"SILVER-WEDDINGS" IN STOCK 

ALL INDIVIDUAL 'sETS SUPPLIED 

For example: British Africans, all Mint 

Basutoland, per set .. 
Bechuanaland, per set . . . . . . . . . . 
Gold Coast, per set . . . . . . . . . ... 
Kenya, per set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Northern Rhodesia, per set . . . . 
N yasaland, per set .. 
Somaliland, per set . . . . 
Swaziland, per set . . . . 
Zanzibar, per set . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

19/6 
19/6 
18/6 
40/-
90/-
19/6 
10/-
19/6 
13/-

SPRIGHTON PHILATELISTS (PTY.) LIMITED 
94 ALLIANCE BUILDING, RISSIK and NEW STREET NORTH, 

P.O. Box 9020. J O H A N N E S B U R G. Phone : 33-0658 

JOHANN1ESBURG PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 
OCTOBER 23rd-28th 19S0 

ADMISSION:- Adults 1/- Children 6d. 
NO PASS OUTS 

137 

SEASON TICKETS are available at 5/- for adults and 2/6 for 

children. These may now be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 

Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg. 

SPECIAL SOUVENIR ENVELOPES: As only a limited quanticy 

have been printed, those requiring these envelopes, which are in two 

colours, should immediately orider them from the Hon. Secretary. 

PRICES: Size 9in. x 4in., 4d. each, or 3/6 per dozen 

Size 6in. x 3in., 3d. each, or 2/6 per dozen 

If these envel,Jpes are addressed and stamped with the proper postage, they may be 

sent in to the Hon. Secretary for posting at the Exhibition, where a special canceller 

will be used. The Society does not, however, hold itself responsible for any loss or 
damage tJ envelopes sent. in. 
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Row 14/2: Dot to left of left lantern. 
Row 16/12: Dot between 4th and 5th col

umns of sun rays. 
Row 18/2: Dot on edge of sun above moun-

tain. 
Row 19/2: Dot between midway yardarms. 
Row 19/12: Dot in sky left of 1st yardarm. 
Row 19/7: Dot above 1st column of sun rays 

below pennant. 
Row 20/2: Thickened line in sky above 3rd 

column of rays. 

Change in 10s. "Officials" 
A new 10s. "Official" was reported by Mr. 

J. Robertson of the Robertson Stamp Co. as 
having made its appearance on correspondence 
during the early part of August and the Post 
Office Publicity Section ( Philatelic Agency) 
confirms that a new issue of the 10s. denomi
nation is now in use. 

The new stamp differs from its predecessor 
-S.G. O-31-in the fact that the position of 
the English and Afri,kaans overprints has been 
reversed and "Official" is now on the right 
hand side of the stamp and "Offisieel" is on the 
left hand side. 

0 0 
0 0 ~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ H H ~ 
H r:n r:n -() H - () 
H M M > > M tr:: 
t"'4 t"'4 t"'4 t"'4 

Old Forme New Forme 

The overprints read do\\-'!lwards as before 
and the size of the fount appears to be the 
same, but copies examined show spacings of 
both 19 mm. and 191 mm. instead of the con
stant 19 mm. recorded as present on the pre
vious issue. 

The frame colour of the basic stamp has 
a similar sepia tone to the normal 10s. stamps 
which appeared in September, 1949 (Johan
nesburg) and were recorded in our October 
"Notes" as distinctive in showing a white 
or "cloudless" sky on the vignette portion of 
those stamps situated in the bottom rows of 
the sheet. It would appear that a batch of 
sheets from the same sepia-frame printing has 
been used for these new "Officials," for the 
vignettes on some of the stamps show a simi
lar lack of colouring in the sky portion of 
the design and their general appearance is 
unmistakably different to that of the light 
slate-grey frame issue, recorded in April this 
year as the current printing of the ordinary 
10s. stamps. 

New Printing Flaw on Current 2d. Stamp 
A small but distinctive printing flaw has 

recently made an appearance in the top right 
hand corner block of the current small 2d. 
pictorial sheets produced from cylinders 6927 
Interior and 50 Exterior. It can be found 
on the end stamp (No. 20) of the 2nd row and 
takes the form of a curved plum coloured line 
shooting upwards from the top of the chim
ney on the left hand side of the Union Build
ings. It was not present on the early sheets 
issued from these cylinders. 

Union Standard Catalogue 
An excellent response has been received 

from collectors in all parts of the Union offer
ing to assist in compiling a new edition of 
the Standard Catalogue and at a recent meet
ing of the sub-committee appointed by the 
Philatelic Federation Executive Committee 
the various proposals and suggestions which 
have so far come to hand were discussed. 

Mr. Sam Legator, Hon. Secretary of the 
sub-committee, P.O. Box 333, Brakpan, Trans
vaal, will keep in touch with those who have 
kindly offered their services and any other 
collectors, including those overseas, who would 
like to assist in the good work are asked to 
write to him as early as convenient. Any 
information considered as likely to be of value 
to either general or specialist collectors of 
the Uni.:m of South Africa issues and offers 
to assist in revising any particular section of 
the present edition of the Standard Catalogue 
will be welcomed. 

Screened 5s. Pictorial Issue Flaws 
Mr. G. N. Gilbert of Westminster, O.F.S., 

records a rather good variety on one of the 
screened 5s. pictorial stamps which he states 
looks like a thunderbolt striking the top of 
the wagon. It occurs on stamp No. 3 in 
Row 8 of the issue printed from cylinders 
36 Interior and 6925 Exterior. 

Two other prominent flaws on these stamps 
which may be mentioned are lengthy scratch 
marks, slightly canted from the vertical, 
passing through the "R" of SUID-AFRIKA 
on stamps No. 3, Row 1, and No. 4, Row 2. 

Incidentally, an inspection of the cylinder 
numbers "36" and "6925" imprinted on the 
margin opposite the right hand bottom corner 
block of stamps on the sheet will show the 
faint outlines of the small pieces of trans
parent film which carry the photographic re
productions of the numbers and are affixed to 
the glass multo-positive plates-vignette and 
frame-prior to making the contact prints on 
carbon tissue and then transferring the designs 
to the two copper cylinders. The marginal 
arrows, also reproduced on small pieces of 
film, are affixed to one or the other of the 
multi-coloured plates-usually the frame 
plate-in a similar manner to that adopted 
for the cylinder numbers. 

Cancelling Machine "Fourth Month" Date 
Setting for April, 1950 

A letter received from Mr. D. Allison, Cape 
Town, mentions that the use of the roman 
figures "IIII" instead of "IV" in a Johannes
burg cancelling machine during April this 
year (see May "S.A.P.") was also observed 
for the first time on postal matter from three 
other Union towns, namely, Caledon, Kok
stad and Mafeking. He further notes that 
in each case the machines showing this f ea
ture have been of the type producing cancel
lations which run right across the envelope. 

His previous letter, dealing with "Machine 
Postmarks" and published in our April, 1950, 
issue, refers to covers in his possession dated 
1945 and 1948 and bearing stamps cancelled 
by an oval handstamp consisting of bars with 
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MINT FRENCH COLONIES 
1942-1945 SETS PRINTED IN LONDON 

BY HARRISONS 

French Equatorial Africa: 
1942 Phoenix 

5c to 201!' (14:) S.G. l.12/125 .... 
ditto surcharged (8) S.G. 134/141 
Air set lF to l00F S.G. 126/132 .. 

French Somali Coast: 
1943 Railway Engine 

5c to 20F (14) S.G. 210/223 . . . . 
ditto surcharged (8) S.G. 234/41 .. 
Air set l:b, to lOOF S;G. 224/30 .. 

New Caledonia: 

6/0 
3/6 

27/6 

5/0 
3/6 

18/6 

1942 Kagu Bird 
5c to 20F (14) S.G. 290/303 . . . . 6/6 
ditto surcharged (8) S.G. 314/21 . . 4/0 
Air set lF to lOOF S.G. 304/10 . . 25/0 

Oceanic Settlements: 
1942 Polynesian Canoe 

5c to 20:Ii' (14) S.G. 147 /160 . . • . 6/6 
ditto surcharged ( 8) S.G. 172/9 . . 4/0 
Air set lF' to lOOF S.G. 161/7 . . 27 /6 

Wallis and Futuna Is. : 
1944 Native Head 

5c to 20Ji' (14) S.G. 102/115 . . . . 6/6 
ditto surcharged (8) S.G. 117 /24 4/0 t 

BRID;;;•"t~;:r•LIMITE~ 1• 

86 Strand, London, W.C.2. England. 
~~~~~~··········~~, 

.............................. ·1 
BUY AT AUCTION 

and pay a FAIR PRICE i 

SELL AT AUCTION I 
and receive a FAIR PRICE I 

I 
[!] 

,EASTBOURN'E 
♦ STAM1P AUCTION1S 

LIMITED 

England. 

! Cables: Rarities, Eastbourne. 

i •••••••••••••••••••• ◄••······ 

CALLING THE U.D.F.! ---

WAN1TED TO BUY 

Collections, sheets and odds of 

I ITALIAN COLONIES I 
including Parcel Post, 1Postage Due, 

Mandats {Vaglia), 

M,EF, EAF, etc. Mint or on covers 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S. ARNold 2283. 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

BRITISH 
COLONIALS 

* * * 
Superb Stamps at Investment Prices. 

* * * Want Lists receive prompt personal 
attention. 

* * * Approval Selections willingly sent to 
responsible collectors. 

* * * 
P. 0. V. lVAllllEN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 
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the number "1047" in the centre. Since com~ 
piling his notes on the subject he has had an 
opportunity of seeing the record published in 
the December, 1948, issue of the magazine 
reporting that during the period 1941-47 Mr.· 
A. H. Sydow had also found a number of 
Large and Small War Effort stamps, Union 
pictorials, Victory and Royal Visit issues, 
which had escaped cancellation by the old 
continuous type of machine canceller and been 
handstamped in Cape Town with an old Cape 
style barred oval mark with the number 
"104 7" in a rectangle in the centre of the oval. 
An illustration of this particular "1047" post
mark will be found in an article by Dr. J. H. 
Harvey Pirie, "The Numerical Postmarks of 
Southern Africa," which was published in the 
July, 1940, issue of the "South African Phila
telist." 

Union Cancelling :Machine Notes 
Mr. A. H. Sydow records that the Union 

cancelling machines with a single date and 
town cylinder, such as those with the "A," 
"B" and "C" indices at present in use at Cape 
Town, were manufactured by The Universal 
Postal Frankers Limited, of 1-7 Canonbury 
Street, London. The older two-cylinder date 
and town type described in his article, "The 
Machine Postmarks of the Union of South 
Africa, 1910-1942," and published in our April 

(Condu<lerl from page l·Hi) 

Allowed some unaccepted designs entered for com
petition of our Union stamps by himself. 

Dr. Kaplan showed the ~- Rhodf'sia 2d. l\Iatabele
land commemorative trialR and official photographs. 

l\fl' .. \Y. Re-dford showed some sheets of tine Se.r• 
chelles, including sonw beautifully us!-'d. He also 
showed a specinwn of l\lauritius used in Seyehelll."s. 
There were spl."Cimen stamps and also several in
verted overprints. 

l\fr. B. Glassman showed George YI isslws o:f 
British Africans. Th<~se were in firie mint eondition 
Rhowing all the obsolete and current issues. 

Dr. Pirie showed l\Iadagascar from pre-stamp 
cove,rs to covers of the Rt>eond world war. 'l'he, ex
hibit included some fine specimens "Postal Packets" 
and British Consular is:;;ues. 

:.\fr. Seelig showed French colonies in Africa in
cluding Free French issue•s. 

Dr. Pirie waia: awarded first plaee by the, jndgeR, 
:.\Ir. Redford Sf'<'Ond. and :\Ir. Kupff>rman third place. 

Commander C. E. D. Eno("h thanked the exhibitors. 

* 
EAST RAXD PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

On Tuesday, August 13, members of the Pretori,1 
Railway Philatelic Society visited us. 

& Th~ first! thre'l exhibits by the visitor8 were the
matie1 collections depicltlng three formio of trans
port, namely, rnilways, ships and aeroplanes, shown 

to September, 1946, issues, were manufactured 
by the Norwegian firm of Krag Maskin Fabrik 
A/S of Oslo, and it is noteworthy that at the 
time the article was written one of those early 
machines had then been in use for 30 years. 

The "Essay" illustrated herewith is an item 
which should prove of interest to Union slogan 
collectors and was sent in by Mr. Sydow. He 
mentions that it was drawn by Mr. Geo. W. 
Hockey of Cape Town and submitted to the 
Union Postal authorities in 1940 in connection 
with the Cape Town Municipal Centenary, 
which owing to World War II was not com
memorated. 

New Stamps 
Numerous statements "from information" 

received from reliable sources" have appeared 
in overseas philatelic papers, mainly to the 
effect that the 4~d., 9d. and ls. 3d. values 
would be the first to be issued, many of the 
statements giving July as the date of their 
appearance. They did not appear in July. 

We are now in a position to state, from 
official information, that these three values 
will be the first of the new series to appear, 
as they are needed for new basic postal and 
telegraphic rates. It is not yet possible to 
say when they will be issued, however, as the 
allocation of new designs to the various values 
has not yet been officially approved. 

respectively b.r l\lessrs. McLaughlin, \Valker and D. 
Brown. 'l'he next exhibit, presented by Mr. Christie, 
was a complete colll"ction of Netherlands. Charity 
stamps. 

A very enjoyable ,~vening ended with an unuRual 
exhibit by l\Ir. S. T. Crellin, which he named "Per
sonal Collection of Personal Rt>eollections." The 
stamps illustrated important events in Mr. Crelltn's 
life until his releaRe from a . prisoner-of-war C2tmp 
in Germanv in 194i>. 

:Messrs. ·s. Legator, Suklje and Slomowitz pro
posed votes of thankR to the viE"itors on behalf of 
the Society for 1 heir interesting e):hibits. 

J.A.G. 

* 
SPRIXGS PJTILA'l'ELIC SOCIE'rY 

.July 1O.-During the absence on leave of l\lr. 
:.\IeeuwiR, the chair was taken by :\Ir. Renshaw. After 
discussing a few matters of interest, we had a i-tamp 
quiz. l\lany of us realist>d again what a lot we 
still haye to learn about stamps . 

.. -\ugust 14.-~:.\Ir. Meeuwis, our chairman, is back 
with us again looking fit after his leave. He brought 
with him a good collection of Great Britain stamps 
which he exhibited. l\It>mhers were particularly in-
1erested in S.G. 44 of which only a few plate num
berR were missing. 

After tea our old friend l\Ir. Randell bade us 
farewell. He has retired and made us very envious 
when he told us how many hours a day he will 
in future devote to his stamps. 
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JOIN THE 

FRENCH PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF AM1ERICA 

A non-profit organisation. 

''Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stampe of France and Her Colonies" 

Members are entitled to receive the Society 
Bulletins, which contain studies and information 

from prominent Collectors and Specialists. 

A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
Agency, supplies new issues of France and 

Colonies at face value. 

Membership: 
Admission Fee, 11/6 ; Annual Dues, 5/9 

Remittances for Membership can be forwarded in 
South African currency to the "South African 

Philatelist," Johannesburg. 

For additional information and application form 
write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
Universite de M001treal 

Montreal - Canada 

WE WISH 
TO BUY 

PACKETS Kl LOW ARE 

SINGLE STAMPS SETS 

As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 
United States, we are constant buyers, in large 

wholesale quantities, of all kinds of postage 

stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
will receive our prompt, careful attention. 

References will be sent on request (if you do 
not already know us) so that you may deal 

with us with complete confidence. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17 MASS. U.S.A. 

NEW COLONIAL COMMEMORATIVE 
ISSUES 

Booking Lists are now open for the following: 

West Indies University College Commems. 28 stamps for 
the 14 West Indian Colonies. Complete series, mint at 
9/6, used at 11/6. (Individual Colonies supplied at 
9d. mint, 1/- used). 

Gibraltar: opt. "New Constitution 1950" (2nd August). 
Set of 4, mint at 2/3, used at 2/6. 

Tonga: Queen's 50th Birthday commem. Set of 3, mint 
at 1/8, used at 2/6. 

Malta: Princess Elizabeth commem. Set of 3, mint at 
1/7, used at 1/9. 

St. Kitts: Tercentenary of British Settlement. Set of 6, 
mint at 2/7, used at 3/-. 

BLOCKS S{J\PPLIED PRO RATA. Special terms for 
Sheets. 

Other Important New Issues 

(Issue date stated in brackets) 
Sudan: (1 July) new Air Mails. 2 to 6 pias (7) 7/6 

20 pias additional value to complete set • • 6/0 
With 'S.G.' opt. Supplied at same prices. 

Turks & Caicos Is.: (2 Aug.). New pictorials. 
½d. to 1/- (9) at 3/3; complete to 10/- . . . . 

Mauritius: (1 Jul.) Set of 12 to 1 R ..... . 
Complete to 10 Rs . . • . • . . . . . . . . . 
USED to 1 R at 5/9; complete . . . . . . • . 

North Borneo: (1 Jul.) 1 to 50c (used at 5/-) 
Complete to $10 (used at 60/9) . . . . • . . . 

Niue (1 Jul.) set to 1/- (used at 4/3) ••.... 
Complete to 3/- (used at 11/-) • . . . . . • • 

Cook Is.: 1949. Values & prices as for Niue. 

25/0 
4/10 
25/6 
40/6 
4/3 

54/0 
4/0 

10/0 

Nigeria: new perf. 12x 11½, 1/3 (14 June) . . 1/6 
do. ½d., ld., 2d. & 1/- (15 Feb.) . . . . • . 2/0 

Sierra Leone: 2/- black & sepia shade (7 June) 2/G 

All Mint except as stated. Postages extra please. 

EDWARD M. BERRY 
5 Kowles Road, Lytham, St. Annes, England 

"Jlltllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll •· 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
TRIANGULARS 

WIDB BARS C.\XCJ,JLLATIOX 

1833 ld hrown-rf'd on !i'lil!htly blued imper 
S.G. 3a a fine copy with good ma'q.,>ins .. £10 

1853 4d pale bl1ue on 1858 6d pale rose-
slightly blm>d pape.r lilac on white paper 
S.G. 4a close at bnt- R.G. 7b a fine large-
tom right otherwise margined copy; rare 
good marg:ins, wide <·nneellation on this 
at right sille £3 10s. stamp . . . . £17 10s. 

TOWN CAXCELLA'rIOXH 

1853 1d depp brick 
red on bluPd paper 
:::;.G. 1 a a elPar-ma r
ginPd c•op)' with Port" 
]◄Jlizabeth in rP<l and 
C.G.H. in black £1;; 
1858 1 /- dt>ep dark 
grePn H.G. a good 
copy close at bottom 
right c·ol'ner otherwis1\ 
fine marginA £1i> 

1s;-;s 1/- yPllow-green 
S.G. 8 a Yery attracf
ive eopy, face <'lear 
of caneellation .. £:JO 
J 8<:rn/4 •1<1 pale blue 
SG 19a a large-mar· 
gined cnpy with Port 
Elizabt~th <'anceuation _ 
in black . . £12 lOs. 

'l'R.ANSVAAL 

ERROR OP ,vATEIDIARK 

H)05-9 1d scarlet K.E. VII with f>rror 
of watermark CAHLBD ANCHOR, 
t--.G. 174a. A very fine usl'd example 
of this seldom-Reen rarity, fully 

guaranteed. 

H. E. WINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2 

ENGLAND 
,,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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j Reviews j 
5,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,1111111111111111111111111,=: 

Stamps Day by Day, by L. N. and M. Wil
liams. Blandford Press, Ltd., 16 West 
Central Street, London W.C. 1. Price 12/6 
net. 

Almost every day of the year is an anni
versary of some event of philatelic interest. 
The authors have comp,iled a calendar of these, 
and have picked out some five or six from 
each month's list and written up their stories. 

Modern specialisation tends to one set of 
individuals knowing more and more about less 
and less, whilst the others know less and less 
about more and more. The middle course is 
to know much about many things, and this 
collection of philatelic lore can be recom
mended to every philatelist. It will prevent 
the specialists from becoming narrow-minded 
and interested in nothing but their own very 
little corner of the hobby, and will stimulate 
the more general collector to know more about 
his subject. Excellent bed-time stories, even 
for non-collectors. 

Standard Oa.talogue, Part 1. British Empire. 
Whitfield King & Oo., Ipswich, England. 
Price 7/6. 

An old favourite with the general collector 
who does not wish to be bothered with minute 
differences of perforations and shades, which, 
in their ever increasing complexity, are apt 
to be burdensome for anyone but a specialist 
collector. Such details are excluded although 
all necessary information is given about 
watermarks, as many varieties which are 
otherwise identical, can only be identified by 
these. 

Prices given are those at which the pub
lishers sell, provided of course, they have them 
in stock. It may be noted that they have re
duced all prices of current Emp.ire stamps 
above 1/- to a lower rate of commission. 

A supplement gives all issues of Burma, 
Egypt, Iraq, Ireland, Jordan, Nepal and Pal
estine. The total number of standard varie
ties listed is 19,253. 

Approaches to Philately. Compiled by G. B. 
Erskine. Blandford Press, Ltd., 16 West 
Central Street, London W.C. 1. Price 12/6 
net. 

This is another Olla Podrida, a hotch-potch 
of twenty-six articles by (mostly) -well known 
philatelists or writers, on var}ous aspects of 
philately. 

Most of the articles have been specially 
written for this book; a few, including several 
by deceased writers, have been taken from 
previously published articles. The idea seems 
to be a good one, but somehow or other the 
collection is not very app.ealing- and there is 
a lack of any connection or plan behind the 
assemblage. 

The book is stated not to be for the speci.,. 
.:dist or advanced collector, but to interest 
ordinary collectors and non-collectors alike. 
We consider it '\,\,70Uld bore non-collectors stiff, 
and much of it is even beyond the interests of 
ordinary collectors. On the whole it can only 
be said to contain material appealing to ad
vanced collectors. 

Handbook of German Colonial Stamps and 
Canoellations, Section 1. Edited by Dr. 
Eduard Ey. Published by E. Haide, 24a 
Balje ueber Stade, British Zone, Germany. 

German Colonials have quite a few collectors 
in this ciountry and to them it will be interest
ing news that the first of the five sections of 
this Handbook is now available. Some added 
interest will attach to the fact that for the 
first time, a German philatelic publication is 
offered with an English version of the text. 
The use of a good quality art paper ensures 
a very clear print and a clean reproduction of 
stamps, overprints and cancellations. The 
first section is very richly illustrated and we 
understand that this will also be the case in 
the subsequent four instalments. 

The editor has had the co-operation of a 
number :of the foremost students and experts 
of German colonial stamp,s, several of whom 
were close collaborators of the late Friede
mann, whose authoritative work the new book 
intends to continue. 

The first section contains information of a 
general nature which applies to all German 
colonies. Rather new is the system of fixing 
prices and Dr. Ey's solution of the problem 
of expressing the value of each stamp or can
cellation in a manner compatible with the 
permanent character a work of the kind should 
have, is to use a scale of 23 values, based 
on the relative scarcity of each item. This 
system is independent of market fluctuations 
or changes in currency relations and the con
version table supplied with the first section 
furnishes quite easily values in terms of 
money. 

The greater part of the first section is taken 
up by the German Post Offices in Turkey in
cluding their fiorerunners, special postal serv
ices such as the German Military Mission'"S, 
naval ships nosts and German Field Post. Posts 
offices are listed showing types of cancellers 
used and their period of use. 

Turkey is followed by West Africa, mean
ing German Postal services along the coast :of 
equatorial West Africa in which area the Ger
man colonies of Togo and Cameroons were 
later established. The first section closes with 
the introductory chapter on the German Post 
Offices in Morocco. 

The price of Dr. Ey's handbook is 10/6 per 
section of 24 pages. The book is being pub
lished on the subscription plan with a limited 
number of spare copies and advance bookings 
for the subsequent sections are therefore sug
gested. The English version will be available 
shortly at 17 /6 per section (payable in 
England). 
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Catalog-ue des T,imbres de la Poste Aerienne. 
Jean Silombra, Paris, 11 Rue de Pro
vence. Price not given. 

A very excellent catalogue of the world's 
air stamps, with prices given at which the 
publishers are prepared to sell, if the stamps 
are in stock. It is limited to official adhes
ive stamps for air post or issued in commem
oration of aviation or aerial post, plus stamps 
issued by private companies with government 
authority ( e.g., the Barrier Pigeon P:ost in 
New Zealand). 

Correspondents are warned not to send 
postage stamps in payment of orders without 
previously communicating with the house; 
such stamps will be stop.ped by the customs. 

-----------........... ~---······ 
I -want to buy Union issues from Inter
provincials to date, mint and used, in
cluding booklets, Boer War covers, etc., 
and should be pleased to receive offers 
with full details of price, condition, 

quantities, etc. l 
I 

C. E. SHERWOOD, P.T.S. 
105 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manchester, I 

L • • •••••••~:eat Britain. _ 

RECENT AUCTION SALES 
H. R. Harmer 

Cape.-1893, ld. ·on 2d., double •Surcharge, 
£9 9s. · 

Kenya.-50R. (S.G. 16), £17 10s. 
Australia.-Complete set B.C.O.F. imprint 

blocks of four, £47 10s. 
Cape.-Pre-stamp cover with VOC mark, 

£16. Deeply blued ld., rare chocolate shade, 
£24. 4d. De La Rue, slate blue, £19. 

Kenya.-500R. (S.G. 61), £210. 
Natal.-1902 Telegraph 3d. on 4d., used block 

of 15 showing the four types of surcharge, 
£7 10s. 
, Great Britain.-1935 2M. Prussian blue, 
used on piece, £110. 

The season's sales ended on 18th July, the 
turnover for the season being just over a 
quarter-million pounds. 

Robson Lowe 
B.E.A.-1897 50R., used, £26. 
Cape.-ld. deep brick red, 1853, on deeply 

blued paper, used block of four, £56. 
Falkland Islands.-1898 2s. 6d. and 5s. die 

proofs in issued colours, £52 10s. 
Rhodesia.-Matabeleland, 1894, Reuter's 

Telegraph 10s., pen cancelled, £11 10s. 
Mafia.-German Colonial issues with various 

handstamps, double, inverted, etc. All fetched 
high prices. 

Netherlands.-1851, 5c., Plate III, used block 
of four, £57 10s. 

Great Britain.-1840 2d. bisect ,:m cover, 
£220; 1935, 2~d. prussion blue, mint, £70. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by _air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

25% over Gibbons Catalogue prices 
offered for a superb used copy of 
Sierra Leone, S.G. 51, 52, 53, 86A, 94, 
95, 109, 146A, 147, 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 1182, J,:,han
nesburg. 

Wholesalers interested in packets 
materials contact 

Boateng and Sons, B:ox 3, Sekondi, Gold 
Coast. 

Wanted: Union of South Africa, speci
alist items and good Union collections. 
Send on approval to: 

Dr. S. J. Hoffman, 48 Lister Buildings, 
J eppe Street, Johannesburg. 

Collectors of U.P.U., airmails, F.D.C., 
will find suitable exchange partners in 
our club. Send us your exchange de
sires and free 7 /6 or $1.00. Satisfac
tion guaranteed. 

Norwania Worldwide Club, R:>x 60, 
Tonsberg, Norway. 

For sale: Seven envelopes with series 
of stamps of different countries, post
marked JERUSALEM 1914. 

Write: Eibuschitz, 64 Caledon Street, 
George, C.P. 

Union Booklets, covers and panes with 
borders, mint. Urgently required. 

Dr. C. Murray, Kuilsriver. 

GERMANY 
On the 14th June four semi-postals were 

issued in commemoration of the bicentenary 
of the composer John Sebastian Bach. One has 
a Bach portrait, the other three have musical 
designs. 

* S.W.A. 
Messrs. Whitfield King and Co. report that 

the ld. has now been overprinted "Official 
Offisieel" in type with serifs similar to the 
current !d., Hd. and 6d. 
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SOOIETY NEWS I 

L--········-·······--·-·············---· 
FEDERATED 

NAME AND ADDRESS: 
Cape Town P.S., Box 1973 

Copperbelt P.S., c/o No. 12 7th Ave., Nkana, N. 
Rhodesia .. 

E. London P.S., c/o Box 450 
J<-;. Rand P.S., c/o Box 155, Brakpan ....... . 
Grahamstown P.S., c/o H. Q. Tarr, Kingswood 

College . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Jewish Guild Phil. Section, Yon Brandis St., 

Johannesburg 
Johannesburg, P.S. of, Box 4967 

Maritzburg P.S., Box 256, Pietermaritzburg 
Mashonaland P.S., Box 1660, Salisbury .. 
Natal, P.S. of, Box 588, Durban . . . . . . . . 

N. Transvaal P.S., c/o l\liss v. Niekerk, P.O. Rita 

Nyasaland P.S., c/o Limbe '.rrading Co., Limbe .. 
O.F.S. & Basutoland P.S., Box 702, Bloemfontem 
Port Elizabeth P.S., c/o 13 •.rrafalgar Square 

Pretoria P.S., Box 514 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pretoria Railway P.S., Railway Recreation Club, 

Berea Park ................. . 
Rhodesia, P.S. of, Box 803, Bulawayo . . . . 
Roodepoort Stamp Club, c/o 82 Kruger Ave., Selwyn, 

Florida •.•......•................ 
Springs P.S., c/o No. 25. 5th St., New Township, 

Springs ...............•....•.•. 
Vereeniging Stamp Club, Box 196 . . . . . . • • . • 
W. Rand Stamp Club, c/o U 184, W. Rand Consol. 

l\1ines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

E.\.ST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
The adjourned special nweting "of the Society was 

held in July, for the purpose of confirming and fin
ally adopting the Constitution. The mod!'! Constitu
tion of the S.A. Federation was adopted with a few 
al tPra tions. 

After the usual routine businf'Ss was completed, the 
membe·rs adjourned to the "Hobbies Exhibition." 
where the Society stagt>d a large exhibition of 
st.amps, of both the senior :1nd junior sections of 
tl~e Society. Du;~ to the school holidays, the juniors 
did not show as many stamps as they might havP, 
but senior members provided a tremendously inter
esting variety of stamps. 

Favourable comment was made in the local PrPSS 
and it is hoped that the Society will gain a few 
new members. Altogether, the Hobbie;:; Exhibition 
was such a SUC('ffiS, it is felt that this will now 
h('.come an annual affair and it is hoped the Society 
will always be able to provide increasingly interest-
ing displays. J.P.S. 

As many as a dozen visitors added greatly to the 
pleasure of our .August meeting and with over twenty 
members present, an enjoyable ev;:,,ning was spent. 

Mr. S. D. McCallum was elected a new member, 
and spoke of hiH impressions of the International 
Philatelic Exhibition in London. Mr. McCallum said 
he was most impressed by the Post Office exhibit, 
not only of British Colonial stamps, but also of for
eign issues. 

The PresidPnt wt>lcomed back lfr. C. P. Du,r'kin 
from his visit to England. lir. Durkin gave his 
impressions of the Exhibition and also of visits to 

SOCIETIES 
MEETINGS: 

2nd and 4th Thursdays, 8 p.m., Mountain Club 
Rooms, Yorkshire Ho., Strand St. 

2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m., Colosseum Theatre Tea Roollll.S 
3rd Tuesdays, 8 p m., HRgent Hotel, Benoni. 

2nd Thursdays, 8 p.m., 120 High St. 

Last Thursdays, 8 p.m., Jewish Guild 
2nd Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, 7.45 p.m., Public 

Library 

1st and 3rd Werlnesdays, 7.30 p.m., Durban Camera 
Club, 319 Smith St. 

3rd Wednesdays, Goldfields Hotel, Pietersburg, at 
8 p.m. 

Free State Technical College, 7.:10 p.rn., 4th Fr1dayl'l 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7.45 p.m., Room 3, City ttall 

Basement 
1st & 3rd Mondays, 8 p.m., Technical Collegt. 
2nd ·wednesdays, 7.30 p.m., Railway Recreation Club 

3rd Thursday of every montl}, 8 p.m., Savoy Hotel. 
Roodepoort 

2nd Mondays, 7.30 p.m., Board Room, New Era Press 

1st Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Royal Hotel, Krugersdorp 

auctions. lfr. Durkin said. ◄11e thought membe1·s 
would get the idea of the extent of the ~xhibition 
from the wonderful catalogue. 

l\Iembers were advised of the National Philatelic 
Congress to be held in Johannes.burg in October, an?, 
the question of df!legates was discussed. The Prt>si
dent said that a panel of senior members would be 
happy to view any local eollections on behalf of the 
Exhibition Committee, in terms of the arrangements 
proposed by the Federation. 

A sub-committee ·was appointerl to forward sug
gestions in regard to the revision of the Union cata
logue. . 

1 Displays were given by l\£1•. James Pav10ur at~( 
~fr. Andrew \Vatson. :\fr. Paviour l'lhowed Australia 
and the States the old Queens' Heads being much 
admired. The 'Bf.Igian Congo display by Mr. ·tVa!
son was almost complete iu mint and used cond1-
tion and proved most interesting. u.c.s. 

* 
PORT ELIZABETH PHlI.A'l'ELIC SOCIETY 

The first me€ting in July was a 9uiz evening. 
comprising two teams, Mr. D. H. Kirschner was 
Quizmaster, and a very enjoyable, well attended even
ing was spent. 

Mr. G. Biilbring wa:;; in the chair when the busi
ness meeting opened on the 18th July, and Mr. 
G. K. Forbes was responsibl~. He tabled about 80 
pages of Switzerland. This was one of the fine:;;t 
displays of that country en•r seen in Port Elizabeth. 

The issues were frrom 18-13 to the present day. 
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CLASSICS, OLD COLONIALS 
( No George VI. No War Issues) 

Stamp collecting is mostly just a hobby, for some people 
it is just an investment. You could, however, make a 
fine combination of hobby and investment. How? 
(.;ollect one or two countries only but try to complete 
these countries and go for rarities, postmarks, etc., as 
well. A small house but a complete one, nicely decor
ated, is always more useful than a large one with 

defects and incomplete. 

If there are gaps in your collection, write to me. I 
would be only too pleased to send you (at my expense) 
those items on approval. There is no risk on your side, 
if you don't like them, you return them. But as my 
stamps are all in fine condition and the prices very 
reasonable, I am sure that you will become another 

satisfied customer. 

Just to give you an idea: 
., Great Britain S.G. 129 £1 brown lilac·, fine 

Oat. £2G • • • • • . . . • . • • • • 
Hamburg S.G.4, used, Cat. 50/- . . . . . . 
Hanover S.G. 31. 1 0g-r. oliYe. 3 large 

marg-ins. dose on top, Yery fine colour 
Cat. £20 •............... 

Rwitzerlancl S.G. LB 2(j Cat. GO/- .. 
Belg-ium S.G. 2;'i mint, o.g. Cat. 8:i/
Canada S.G. 43a used, superb Cat. £,i 
'l'asmania ~.G. 35a double print Cat. £ri 
Egypt :--.n. G9c mint, o.g. Cat. £2 10s. 

£13 
1 

6 
] 

2 
3 
2 
1 

0. KORNFELD, P.T.S, 

10 
10 

10 
10 

0 
0 

10 
;j 

13 Kingdon Road, London, N.W.6, England 

0 
() 

0 
() 

0 
0 

0 
0 
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.-------------------····-1 
J Just Published ! 
♦ • i 1950 EDITION I 
t THE STANDARD CATALOGUE t 

; OF POSTAGE STAMPS OF ! 
i THE WORLD t 

t
i PART I-BRITISH EMPIRE with Supplement 1

1 
for Burma, Egypt, Iraq, Ireland, Jordan, Nepal 

t and Palestine. t 

ii I The Standard Catalogue is the most practical 
guide for the stamp collector whose interests lie 

! in standard varieties to the exclusion of per
t £oration measurements, shades and other 
t specialist items. 

t By the inclusion of watermarks and other neces
t sary data, but without attempting extreme sim-
1. plification, the Catalogue is the ideal medium for 

the speedy and accurate identification of Postage 
i Stamps. 

I Price, 7 s. 6d. 

l From your local dealer, or direct (postage 8d.) 
t from: 

! WHITFIELD KING & CO., 
t IPSWICH, ENGLAND 
I Established 1869 

t--------·-------··__J 
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MIN·IATURE SHEETS 
JAPAN: Geese (5) at 3/6; Geisha (5) nt 7/6. 

Do., Horse Race (30) at 12/6. 

AFGHANISTAN: 1931 2P., red (25) at 5/6. 

CHILE: Zoo and Flora (?.5), all different, at 7 /6. 

LIECHTENS1'EIN: Air 40, 5or., 1 and 2 Frs. 
(4 X 9), at £4/10/-. 

Do., 1949 Phil. Exhibition at 6/6. 

Jl:GOSLAVlA: 1937 Phil. Exhibition (4) at 7/6. 

COS1'A RICA: 1937 Phil. Exhibition (4) at 1/6. 

DANZIG: Pair Daposta sheets at 8/6. 

BELGIUM: Pair Music Chapel at 7 /6. 

NETHERLANDS: 1942 Legion pair (14) at 12/6. 

RUMASIA: 1943 Sports, 10 sheets (90) nt £2/10/-. 

Do., 1946 Youth, 5 sheets (20) at 5/6. 

GERMANY: 1936 Brown Riband at 3/6. 

Do., 1946 Strnusb~rg at 10/6. 

Do., 1949 Hanover Fair (3) at 3/6. 
EGYPT: 1949 Agric. Exhibition, pair sheets 

at 8/6. 

Nett, C.W.O., Post Free. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
B.P.A. 

Box 576, Bloemfontein 
;lllllllltlltlttlllllflUIUUttllllllllflllllllll1111111111111Ullltllllllllllllllltlllllllh 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 

Mint triangular blocks of 
four . 

1863 
_\_11_ 

ii 
ill 
:~ 
'I 

Id. carmine 
4d. dark blue 
6d. mauve 
I - emerald 

£55 
£75 
£80 

£225 

l Al I other Capes in stock. 
I 
• ' i DOUGLAS ROTH, 
t B.P.A. 
• • i FAIRWAYS, MONA CRESCENT, ♦1 I NEWLANDS C.P. SOUTH AFRICA 

t--·-··-------···~---------t 
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the early Cantons, different Leagues, Red Cross, 
Health, !<"'lower and Airmail were well represented; 
it would takeJ to•> long to mention all the interest
ing items. Mr. Ii'orbes also gave two talks, one on 
the country and one on "Paper," and had brought 
stamps of the different types of paper ust~, to 
show members how to distinguish one from the 
other. He told us how paper was first introduced, 
the colours, textures, etc. Mr. 1''orbes expressed his 
willingness to help members and to answer any 
questions he could. 

Mr. Kirchner thanked Mr. Forbes and saicr the 
talks clearly showed how far advanced he was in 
his knowledge of philately, and realised how much 
time and care had been spent on his subject. 

One member asked if it was 11ossible to have the 
notes typed, to be available to anyone who wished 
to study them, as they were so fuJI of interest. 

It was one of the most interesting and enjoy
able evenings the Society has had, and Mr. Forbes 
well deserved the hearty vote of thanks accorded 
to him. 

Mr. G. Biilbring took the chair when m_embers 
met on Tuesday, August 15. Mr. D. H. Kirchner 
was responsible and tabled about 80 pages of Aus
tralia. The main interest of the display was of 
dies and plates. Each page contained the number 
of the die the printer's name, and notable features 
of the iss{1e. The Kangaroo issue was well repre
sented, and the Kings heads, also the 1913-1914 
:i'ssue with no watermark, 1927 opening of first par
liament in Canberra, and September 1929 the re
entry of the "T and Swan Neck." 

l\Ir. Kirchner gave an interesting talk; he ex
plained the difference in the dies, etc.. where one 
left off and another began. This was the first time 
this subject had been the keynote of the evening, 
and I am sure all present added something to their 
knowledge of philately. 

:\Ir. Ingham brought three interesting items, two 
specimens and one forgery, the first was the 500 
Rupee of Kenya, Uganda, and Tanganyika, S.G. No. 
61 (British Empire Cat.). The forgery was a 
Beclhuanaland five shilling. 

A warm welcome was given to l\liss M. \Versby, 
of Somerset East; two new members were admitted 
and three more proposed. 

Delegates were then chosen to attend the Johan
nesburg Congress, namely, Mr. G. Biilbring ana Mr. 
G. K. Forbes as principals, with l\Ir. D. Burt and 
Dr. Harris as alternates. After a hearty vote of 
thanks had been accorded to Mr. Kirchner; a very 
pleasant evening came to a close. 

L.E.C. 

* GRAHAMSTOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
The August meeting was well attended. Once again 

Mr. Pegler, of Rhodes University, enthralled us with 
a_ display of stamps different from the usual, this 
time a ~ozen or more sheets of stamps with unusual 
p_erforati~ns. To complete the collection of these 
Imes, said Mr. Pegler, would cost thousands of 
pounds and several years of intensive work. Dr. 
C!JrY warmly thanked Mr. Pegler for his instructive 
display. 

The programme for the last quarter of the year 
was then drawn up : 

12th October, :.\fr. l\fotyer: "Great Britain." 
9th November, Dr. Tame: "Indian States." 
7th December, Mr. E. Carr: "Barbados." 
Please note that the December meet:tng is to be 

held on the first Thursday, instead of the second, 
so as to fall in the school term. There will be no 
meeting in January. 

R.Q.T. 

* 
ORANGE FREJtJ STATE: AND BASUTOLAND 

PHILATELIC SOCJliJTY 
The June meeting was held for the first time a! 

the Free State Technical Colleg,~, but as the proper 
meeting hall was not aYailable yet, in a class room, 
and members were "back at ·school again." The 
initiation display was given by Dr. K. Freund wno 
showed "Recent acquisitions of Mafeking stamps," 
another one of his "incredible" exhibits as one mem
ber put it. There were various l\fafeking speciali
ties, acquired some months ago from the famous 

"A. H. "\Vest" Cape collection auctioned in Londor~ · 
two items from the Carlton-Jones collection, etc. Of 
particular interest were: 13 Mafeking entires with 
various frankings, intermediate cancellations and 
checking marks, mint stamps, some unpriced in cata
logues, a complete sheet of Baden-Powell stamps in 
mint condition, and a faked cover with a forged 
Bicycle stamp addressed to the "Field Hospital, 
Mafeking," which is a bogus address, as the siege 
hospital was only known as the "Victoria Hospital." 
Th(l chairman, Mr. Larsen, congratulated the exhibi
tor on the display. 

The July meeting was held in the Lecture Hall of 
the Technical College which will be the future venue 
for meetings. It turned out to be an ideal meeting 
place with pleasant seating accommodation, a suit
able outsize-table for displays and very bright fluor
escent lights. After the formal business, the usual 
auction was held, Mr. A. G. Denne reported the "1•iew 
Issues of the month and -Mr. J. Le,vis gave his 
"Tit-Bits from the philatelic press." l\lr. J. Smith 
tabled an attractive display of "South-West African 
Pictorials" in blocks of four, each block accompanied 
by a photograph of the actual scene pictured on the 
stamps. Most of the photos had been taken in loco 
by Mr. Smith himself. Dr. Freund showed two at
tractive thematic collections : One, entitled "Flowers 
on stamps," was a beautiful show of Flower-sets of 
the world, most of the pages being adorned with 
artistic flower drawings. His other exhibit consisted 
of a fairly extensive collection of "Dancing on 
stamps," giving an instructive and well-sectioned 
survey of this art. Classical •lancing, Native, Tribal 
and Folk Dancer's, National character dancing, and 
even more modern styles of dancing were shown in 
an unexpected array of colourful postage stamps. 

On 2nd August the Society was the entertaining 
hostess of a meeting at the Cathedral Hall of the 
Adult Education Council to which various clubs, in
stitutions, churches and organisations are affiliated 
in Bloemfontein. The Council gives an o.pportunity 
to eacli one of its member groups, in rotation, to 
present and propagate its particular activities of 
educational value. l\Iore than a hundred Bloemfon
tein men and women, of all walks of life, were pre~~ 
ent, keen to learn something about our hobby. After 
the business of the general committee of the Adult 
Education Council had been dispensed with, Mr. 
Larsen was called to the chair to inaugurate the 
evening's philatelic entertainment. Mr. Larsen gave 
an able and humorous introductory talk about our 
hobby. Thereafter the crowd was released to in
spect large rows of tables on. which various collec
tions were on display under glass. The type an1l 
character of the display waR purposely confined to 
collections of more popular appeal or in lighter ve,n, 
cc;msidering that mostly non-collectors, some slightly 
biased, had to be catered for. This was some of the 
material- displayed: "Aeroplanes on stamps" (l\lr. 
Gus Smith) ; "South-\Vest African Pictorials" and 
some "Orange Free States" (l\Ir. J. Smith) ; ''Union 
Freaks" (Mr. C. A. Larsen) "Free State Entires" 
(Mr. J. Lewis); "Odd Items" (l\Ir . .T. B. Levy). The 
m~Jor part of the display belong-ed to Dr. Freund 
w_1th the following thematic collections: "A brief 
~istory of Music," "Horse--racing on stamps," 
.,Flowers on stamps," "Dancing on stamps," 

Motormg on stamps." The next item of the pro
gramme was a lantern lecture 'The printing process 
of the U1:)ion stamps," illustrated with a set of 
lantern shde~. The technical arrangement of this 
lecture was m thf' hands of l\Ir. A. H. Scott, and 
the talk was r~ad by ~Ir. R. A. Brown. The highly 
successful evenmg was concluded with the serving of 
refreshments. 

* PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
A_u/$'ust 8. The programme for this evening was 

exhibits by the three local winners of awards at 

P
t~e. recent London International, Messrs. Legator, 

ine and Redford. There was only time however 

H
for the fi!-'S1 two, Mr. S. Legator's Unions and Dr'. 

arvey Pirie's Antarctic Pm;t.3. 
August 28. This was a 10-sheet exhibit of Afri

cans ~Y all ~embers. Mr. ,T. Kupferman showed 
s<_>me mtere.stmg covers, including philatelic exhibi
tion covers, Imperial air mail flights and army 
cove_rs. He also showed some American covers in
cludmg a fine example of early British Guiana and 
a cover recovered from the "Titanic." He also 

(Continued on page 14-0) 
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•. . . . . . . ~ ....................... , 
: A FINE GEN:ERAL STOCK 

of British Empire & Foreign 
G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues 

Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 

Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

! CAPE TOWN1 ST AM1P co. 
♦ 

I 
ROOMS 12 and Ila, 

14a Adderley Street, 
CAPE TOWN. 

11111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111n111111, .. 

FOREIGN--N1EW ISSUES 
We are prepared to send you the new issues 

ON AP!PROV AL as they cmne out. 

Please state the country (or countries) of which 
you would like to receive the NEW ISSUES 

regularly. • 

Algeria, U .P. U. 9/6 Spanish N. Africa 
Belgium, 1950 1950 complete 7/6 Sports 4/9 Saar, Holy Year 2/3 
Italian Somaliland Mexico, U.P.U. 2/9 

1950 complete Russia-
inc. Ord post, 1950 Agriculture 5/3 Air, Express 1950 May Day . 4/-parcels, postage 1950 Dimitrov • 3/8 due 40/- 1950 Sherborow 4/3 

Jugoslavia, Air 1950 Suburov 12/6 
1950 11/6 1950 Azerbajan 4/6 

FRANCE-U.P.U. 
Variety of colour, 25f. Light Blue (normal colour 
dark blue) already catalogued b~ Yvert Tellier 
as OUTREMER (without price), only 100 
copies exist • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • . . . £35 

THE GLOBE STAMP Co. Ltd. 
433 STRAND LONDON W.C.2 

Telephones: TEMple Bar 0777-0778 

-.,1,1n11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u11111111111 11r 

. MORE 
K.G. VI. ISSU1ES 

Last month we touched on the popularity of K.G. VI 
isfues and our special connection with them. You 
see, we deal in no others, and that's how we are 
able to be leaders, year after year, in our field. We 
h:ave time (and the know-how) to search for those 
perfs. and shades, and above all time (and again 
the know-how) to give our full attention to our 
new issue service, and like the circulation of our 
Price List and New Issue Xotes (a year's subscrip
tion by air mail only costs 6/-) it is growing faste,r, 
probably, th.an any other similar service. \Ve are 
out after everything. ·We take up every printing 
(it cost us 10/- to look at a ld. Bahamas stamp, just 
in case) and have a continual relay of OIJ:"ders 
with the colonies themselves, and we spare neither 
time nor expense in assuring our subscribers all 

varieties which are issued. 
If you would like details of our new issue service, 
we'll gladly send them, or a copy of our Price List 

and New Issue Notes, if you'll apply by air. 

The Commonwealth 
Sta.mp Coy, 

7 Leather Lane, Liverpool 2. 

BRITISH COLONIAL 
NEW ISSUES 

If you collect British Colonial New 
Issues and want an efficient source of 
supp,ly at 10% over face or cost, why 
not send for the details of my service. 
The steady increase in the number of 
new subscribers in the Union of South 
Africa is testimony rJf its efficiency. 

Fortnightly List 3/- per annum 
by sea mail (8/- per annum 

by air). 

Want Lists for Obsolete K.G. VI Stamps 
and all pre-1938 B.C. stamps are 

appreciated. 

T. K. PARSONS, 
West Wickham, Kent, 

ENGLAND. 
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KENYA 
Messrs. Whitfield King report that in print

ings released on 14th June the 5c, 10c and 3s. 
are all in a new perforation, viz., 13 x 121. 
The 50c and ls. values in this perforation went 
on sale in the territories some months ago. 

Mr. W. Tunstall writes that Kenya is to 
have a new general issue in 1952, but no de
tails are as yet available. 

HUNGARY 
The P.O. Stamp Supplies Depa1-tment re

port the issue of a set of five stamps on 17th 
June on the occasion of a Congress of the 
Working Youth of Budapest. They are of 20, 
30, 40 and 60 filler and 1.70 forint denomina
tions, featuring workers of various kinds, 
either at working or marching and fighting· 
for peace under the Koms-omol banner. 

MALTA 

Malta is to have an issue of three stamps 
(ld., 3d. and ls.) commemorating the recent 
visit of H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth. They will 
show her portrait and will also incorporate 
the Royal Cypher and the George Cross. 

>---••-·---------···-------....-.~ 

l 
The PHILATELIC 

MAGAZINE 
(estab. 1875) 

is your illustrated guide to world 
collecting ! 

Annual sub.: 10/-. 
Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD. i 

I 
445, Strand, London, W .C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 

R. Osborne, P.O. Box 6710, 

t .. • • . • .... ~~h.a~~~s~~r_!: •••••• __ _ 

U.S.A. 
Latest arrivals are the 3c. issued on 30th 

June honouring the Boy Scouts ,of America 
and the Indiana Territory Sesquicentennial 3c. 
issued on 4th July. Thanks to Mr. George R. 
Rankin for first-day covers. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
At the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, 

held on May 16th -19th at Tunbridge Wells, 
one of the subjects discussed was the status 
of errors and varieties supplied by the Crown 
Agents to dealers, such stamps never having 
seen the Colony of their supposed origin. 

A large majority supported the contention 
that the status of such stamps should be "pre
pared for use, but not issued." Theoretically, 
this sounds perfectly all right, but we doubt 
very much if practically the distinction will 
work. 

SWAZILAND 
Air Letter Cards.-Towards the end of July 

Union 6d. Air Letter Cards appeared on sale 
with a new type of overprint "Swaziland." 
The new one is still block capitals but from 
a different fount from last year's overprint, 
letters a trifle taller and the whole slightly 
shorter. 

r · -----... ------.. ---.. ---
: EUROPE 
: 
! 
• 
I 

Without exaggeration, our firm had the 
finest stock of German issues for a long 
time. Now we have increased this to cover 
all Europe. An excellent selection will 
enable you to receive your requirements 
as per your want list. Why not send 

your want list now to: 
I 
1 The Waltham Stamp Co. 

I 449 Oxford Street, 
London, W.I. Tel. Gro 6483. ~~.......,.._.,c,,,~---------· ... ··-------l 

"WRITING UP" 
At their meeting on 5th July the Philatelic 

Society of Natal had a discussion on this sub
ject, with some advocating very full writing 
up, others that it should be minimal. It ended 
in the almost inevitable conclusion that as 
this was a hobby, every collector was entitled 
to follow his personal inclinations in the 
matter. 

1-----.. -------------------, 

I We have ~e ! ... ,~, !pp!:al~ks of all I 
British Colonies in Africa, which we shall be 

I glad to send to interested collectors against 
t English references. 

! P~ease S,tate co1tntries in which interested. • 
Fine copi.e,i only are monnted, and ottr prices 

are reasona1,le. 
! We have also some fine books of West Indies, 
t and other Colonials. \Ve also specialise in 
t GrPat Britain, of which we have a fine stock. 

l H. A. L. HUGHES & CO. 
I 
• • 

28 Nelson House, Park Road, 
Peterborough . ~---~~ ... ~~...,........ .. ---· -.. -

ISRAEL 

Tw,) b i co 1 o u r e d 

stamps, 5 and 15 

pruta, design as 

shown, came out in 

August, honouring the 

New Year 5711. 
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BOOKINGS BY: 

RAIL; ROAD; SEA; 

A I R ; T I C K E TS ; 

RESERVATIONS; 

BAGGAGE; HOTEL 

ACCOMMODATION. 

let the S.A.R. Tourist 
Bureau look after it 

all for you. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

The most complicated journey, the most exten
sive tour, is as easy as a local trip, when you leave the 
arrangements to the S.A.R. Tourist Bureau. And yolJ 
have only one off ice to visit, one payment to make. 

Tickets, bookings, reservations, by land, sea or 
air, meals and bedding en route, hotel accommodation; 
the Tourist Bureau will look after them all and leave 
you free to enjoy your journey. If you are flying by 
Springbok Service and you book through the Tourist 
Bureau, your hotel accommodation in the United 
Kingdom will be arranged for you. 

Get in touch with your nearest 
Tourist Bureau or Stationmaster 

0 ~~~,,~~~,. 

: ~~ir11111i1~1~ ~ I \\.-..• --~~~~~i-~~\~ .. I-~ ~~~~ ~~ 

Listen to Carmen Ca·vallaro on Springbok Radio 
every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evening at 7 
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/ / 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 

The Magnificent Collection 

At Auction 
NOVEMBER 6th and 7th., 1950 

-;.,;;;.·· 

S~uv~ir Catalogues with many superb illustrations 

. {jp~luding one plate in full colour) price 2/- by 

: ~,; · Sea and 5/- by Air Mail. 

List of Prices Realised, 1/- each 

of Triangulars • • 

OFFERED BY ORDER OF 

D. ALAN STEVENSON 
B.Sc., F.R.S, (Edin.), M.I.C.E., 

OF EDI~BURGH 

This remarkable Collection which includes great rarities 

ex "Ferrari," "Hind" and "Riesco," opens with Die 

Proofs followed by a wonderful range of the issued 
stamps, with many blocks, strips, covers, unusual post-

marks, shades, etc. 

Rarities include 1855 6d. pale rose-lilac and 1/- dark 

green in mint blocks of eighteen-'•Woodblocks," ld. 

vermilioin, mint and used pairs; ld. car.mine, a used 

block of four; 4d. grey-blue, a used pair; 4d. deep blue, 

a glorious single and 4d. blue, an unused pair. 

'',Woodblock" ERRORS . include both shades of the ld. 

and two copies of the 4d. vermilion ; also another 4d. 

i~ a block of four and two copies•'~ the 4d. carmine. 

There are also four examples of the "retouch." 

DE LA RUES are represented by large blocks. The 

famous Collection of '·Re-entries and Constant Marks" 

(w~ich · was awarded a silver-gilt medal at the recent 

London Exhibition). is offered as one lot. 

fi. l<,A-atu1Wt 
. .J~. SlumjJ lludicneek4 

r---A-N_D_A_T_-. [39/4{ NEW BOND STREET .---A-N_D_A_T __ 

NEW YORK L (0';, N D Q N, W.I. ENGLAND SYDNEY 

~ables: "Phistamsel, London" 
« ' . : ::± 

Published by the £liila.lelid F~et1ition of 
Agency, Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by 

Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors : Central News 
Magazine Press (Proprietary), Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

Jobannesbure-
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THESOUTH AFRICAN 
PHILATELIST 

Price 9d. 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Registered at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper. Price 9d. 

Vol 26. No .. 10. OCTOBER, 1950. Whole No. 307. 

THE SIGN ()F 
INl'ERNATIONAL 

SA 'I]SF AC'fION 

Sclfim; q) (?VER. J,ooo CC?LLECTORS . 
in our World-wide Clientele are anxious to buy. The first of our 
NEW SEASON'S AUCTIONS are complete but we can incorporate 
your material in our future sales if you advise us 

NOW 

~--+ WE ALSO BUY FOR CASH -+--~ 

13 (}) Many of the world's 

llljtnq . GOLD MEDAL COLLECTIONS 
have been formed by purchases made through our AUCTION SALES and 
PRIVATE TREATY DEPARTMENTS. Auctions are held in LONDON 
(weeklyJ. BOURNEMOUTH (monthly), PHILADELPHIA {monthly) in 
which you are bound to find either a collection, set or single rarity 
that you need. 

Send for our current AUCTION ,CATALOGUES, details of PRIVATE 
TREATY OFFERS and current publications; also our "REVIEW", which will 
give you details of our methods of business and terms of sale. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. · 
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S. W .1 

Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London." 

Also at BOURNEMOUTH - PHILADELPHIA - MELBOURNE - BOMBAY. 
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UNION GEMS! 
ALL MINT AND SUPERB. 

1913-22 I 0/- Blk. 4 with missing Jubilee line. £ I both shades with con-
trols. £ I S.G.24a Gutter Marein Blk 4/- ......................... . £110 0 0 

£ I Miniature Sheet of 4 corner control pairs ................................... . 150 0 0 

1925 Al R I d.-9d. set of 4 Master Die Proofs (3 exist) 9d. Imperf. at left 
with strut block of six 2 x 3 ....................................................................... . 125 0 0 

1926-27 Id. imperf. 4 sides, Id. imperf. 3 sides, both in blks. of 4 ~d., 
Id. S.G.30b, 31 a, Set of 6 booklet panes, variou:; margins ........... . 120 0 0 

1927-30. 2d.- I 0/- S.G.34-39 in imprint blc:ds of four, 5/-, I 0/- 2nd 
setting. Miniature sheets of 4 corner pairs ......................................... . 135 0 0 

1930-45. Id. missing frames pair, Id. missing centres pair 2d. (446), 
3d. (45), ~d., I/-, all joined paper blks. of four ........................ : ......... .. 125 0 0 

½d., Id. double tete-beche se tenant, 2 strips of nine .................... .. 100 0 0 

~d. 1 I d. 1 2d. T ete-Beche pairs, !d .. Id. Gutter T ete-Beche strips (5 
pieces in all) ............................................................................................... . 135 0 0 

The above are some of the highlights of a very fine mint stock. I cater particularly 
for the serious collector, and callers are assured of courteous personal attention. 

Provision has also been made for the out of town collector. A monthry price list 
and commentary is available post free on application. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, Commissioner Street, 

JOHANNESBURG 

Box No. 1607. Hours I 0.30 a.m.-2.30 p.m. 
Office 33-8494. 

Phones: R 'd 43 1519 es1 ence - . 
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The Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa 

Honorary Editor: Dr. J. H. HARVEY PIRIE 
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Vol. 26. No. I 0. OCTOBER, 1950. Whole No. 307. 

The Editor's Corner 

Judging at Philatelic Exhibitions 

At a recent meeting of the Exeuctive Committee 
of the Philatelic Federation a member gave notice 
that he intended to raise this matter at the forth
coming Congress. The matter was not really con
sidered at the Committee Meeting, but as we feel it 
will have the support of most collectors in Southern 
Africa, attention is drawn to it here, with special 
reference to an editorial appearing in the May 
issue of the "Collectors Club Philatelist' under the 
head:ng "Broaden the Scope of Exh:b:t:ons." 

The "C.C.P." is the organ of the Collectors Club 
:)f New York; it is a magazine devoted to Phil
atelic Study and Research. and anything appear
ing in it must be taken very seriously. We content 
ourselves for the moment with just quoting a few 
statements from the article without further comment. 

"The function of National and International Ex
hibitions is the presentation of stamp collecting 
to the public. They are failing of their purpose if 
~hey do not present the whole panorama of 
Philately." 

"There is a strong, traditional tendency among 
I-,'.1:latelists to concentrate on the stamp itself as 
an cbject of study, to subordinate the design to the 
method of production and to the usage. There are 
other groups to whom the design is the ultimate 
reason for collecting. Each is exam'.ning only a 
p@rtion of the whole." 

"It is remarkable that certain groups of countries 
whose stamps, even if studied (in the traditional 
manner. J.H.H.P.) down to the last fly-speck, have 
never yet wori :::i top award in an International 
Exh bition. The reason being given that the 
stamps themselves are not 'worthy.' If Philately 
is to progress, th'.s approach must be abandoned. 
All traditional studies must be judged on the basis 
of completeness, knowledge and research." 

"More important must be a recognition of the 
differing aspects of collecting. The Postal History 
collection must cease being a step-child. The topical 
or thematic collection must be given recognition. 
A step in the right direction would be the establish
ment of Multiple Grand Awards, one each for 

traditional study in both the 19th and 20th centuries, 
one for Postal History and one for Topical collec- · 
tions." 

"The issues of the 20th century must gain their 
rightful place. It may be that they cannot com
pete with the old classics, but certainly they 
should not be treated as not 'real Philately.'" 

"Topical collections cannot be judged by the 
same set of standards as collections of postal 
history or research collections. The approach is 
totally different. The criterion for judging them 
must be set up and promulgated. In our opinion 
these should be: 1st, completeness; 2nd, depth 
of knowledge shown; 3rd, development of the topic; 
4th, presentation. It goes without saying that the 
most basic of all requirements, that of condition, 
must be considered." 

DON'T FORGET 
THE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

OCT. 2 3 to 2 8 
and THE PHILATELIC CONGRESS 

OCT. 2 5 to 2 7 

WEST INDIES 

All the British stamp issuing territories, 14 of 
them, around the Carribean are to have an issue 
of two stamps each commemorating the inaugura
tion of the University College of the West Indies. 
They will be of 3c. and either 6c., 10c. or 12c. 
values O½d .and 6d. in the case of Jamaica). 
Date of issue not yet announced. 

BELGIUM 

A set of five semi-postals was issued on 1st July 
in connection with the European Athletic Champion
ships; also an air mail stamp (7 + 3 fr.) on 7th 
August in connection with the opening of a heli
copter circuit. 

ANGOLA 

A set of 24 stamps is shortly to be issued, 
featuring indigenous birds. The value of the set 
will be about £3. This should be very popular! ! 

KENYA 

"Stamp Collecting" of 26 Aug. has a table of the 
various printings of K.U.T. stamps from 1938 to 
1950 which should interest specialists in this coun
try in correlating the shades and various perfor
ations. One or two wrong S.G. numbers seem to 
have slipped into the Sc. and 10c. listing, however. 
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The 
"Kuruman Besieged" 

Stamps 
By W. NEWLANDS. 

The Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902 has given col
lectors and students of South African issues many 
items of interest and many of great rarity and this 
article is designed to draw attention to an issue 
that is neglected, but is of historical interest. Very 
little information can be gleaned from catalogues, 
but the whole series of Kuruman stamps was 
described in 1901 by one or two of the London 
philatelic journals. 

The Kuruman stamps are described in a publi
cation (1) issued in 1949 but unfortunately the infor
mation is not correct in eve-:y respect. I will 
therefore deal briefly with the historic aspect first, 
then describe the stamps. 

Kuruman was besieged by the Boer Forces as 
from November 12th. 1899 and capitulated on 
January 1st. 1900 at about sundown after heavy 
shelling. This little episode is reported in the 
"Mafeking Mail" of April 23rd. 1900 and A. Conan 
Doyle in his book on the Boe:- War states that 
this capitulation was of importance as ,only at 
Kuruman was a British Garrison forced to surren
der. Later the tide turned and the Boers left the 
area to defend their own territory and by the 
end of 1900 the war entered its last phase. In 
late 1900 Boer Commandos entered British Bechu
analand between Vryburg and Fourteen Streams 
and attacked at many points with a view to dis
rupting communications and it was during one o' 
these attacks that Kuruman was once more isolated 
from the Cape. However, communications were 
soon restored and the second siege as such lifted. 

The Kuruman stamps were brought into being 
during the second siege. No doubt the popularity 
of the Mafeking stamps prompted the issue and it 
is against this backg:-ound that one must view 
the Kuruman issue. The bona-fides of the Colonel 
in charge of Kuruman are not doubted but I feel 
that some philatelically minded person on his staff 
thought that here was another siege issue that 
should do well. From the "A.H. West" auction I was 
successful in obtaining the original affidavit made 
by Col. Cavaye which reads as follows:- . 

I, William Frederik Cavaye, Colonel, Com
mandant of Kuruman, duly sworn state that 
on 27th December 1900 I purchased from the 
Postmaster Kuruman postage and revenue 
stamps to the value of ten pounds (£10) for 
the purpose of using these for despatch riders 
for the benefit of the public of Kuruman-Th:s 
had to be done as the enemy cut off all com
municat:ons both postal and telegraphic. The 
Postmasters stock being very limited these 
stamps, which were of various denominatons 
were surcharged by my order to meet the 
p:-obable requirements-These however were 
not used and have been sent to the Postmaster 
of Kuruman for disposal. 

W. F .CAVAYE COLONEL 
Sworn beforn me this 7th day of March 190 l 
at Kuruman 
WITNESS: E. C. M:ddleuret J.P. 

SG/K252 F. Ebrosbie (?) 
H. D. Sock (?) 

Althe,ugh the London philatelic press of 190 l 
describes 3 types of surcharge, I find that there 
are actually 4 types of overprint. 

TYPE 1. Kuruman Besieged 2d. 1900-1901. 
TYPE 2. Kumman Besieged 3d. 1900-1. 
TYPE 3. Kuruman Besieged Postage 6d. 1900-1. 
TYPE 4. Kuruman Besieged Postage 6d. 1900-1901. 
The stamps surcharged are as follows:-
Type 1 su~charge: 2d. on ~d. Cape (Hope Stand

ing) (Fig. 1.) 
Type 2 surcharge: 3d. on Jd. Cape (ditto) 

3d. on ld. Cape (ditto) 
1/- on ld. Cape (ditto) 

Type 3 surcharge: 6d on 3d. Cape Red on Yel
low Fiscal. 

Type 4 surcharge: 6d. on ld. Cape Green on 
Yellow Fiscal. 
1/- on 6d. Cape Pu~ple on 
Yellow Fiscal. 

In addition to the above types I have the follow
ing group which are of a different standing: 

Type 2 surcharge: 3d. on ½cl. Cape (Hope stand
ing). (Fig. 2). 

Type 3 surcharge: 1/- on 6d. Cape Purple on 
Yellow Fiscal with printer's 
"pull" attached. (Fig. 3). 

Type 3 surcharge: 5/- on 1/- Cape Purple on 
White Fiscal. 

Fig. I. 

Fig. 2. Fig. 3. 

The first group of 7 stamps were those that 
accompanied the affidavit and are all postmarked 
"Kuruman C.G.H.-A-DE.2.00". This g:-oup is to 
my mind from the lot prepared for use but not 
issued. The date supports this view, and it is 
possible, that as the Postmaster would naturally 
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not take the unofficial overprints back into stock, 
that most were destroyed and a few kept as 
souvenirs of the siege. This group deserves re
cognition as stamps prepared for use but not 
issued and should be included in all collections 
of the Boe: War period that claim to be represen
tative. 

The second group of three stamps are of a totally 
different standing. These came into my possession 
through a London firm, who in turn received them 
from a person who had been at Kuruman in the 
forces at the time. This lot of stamps are all "on 
piece" and were overprinted after having been 
stuck on the piece. All these stamps show printing 
signs on the back of the paper to which the stamps 
have been attached. The postmarks on these three 
stamps are 'Jan 20-01.' These stamps are therefore 
reprint.;:; as the spacing, type and other details 
of the surcharge are identical with the original lot, 
although the 5/- on 1/- is a new value. This 
5/- on 1/- was reported in 1901 so might exist as 
an odginal, but as the "West" collection did not 
have a copy with the affidavit, it would appear 
that this value was not in the original lot. 

One of the stamps from the first group of seven 
has an interesting printing varety due to folds 
in the stamp and the S.}lrcharge reads:-

K UR U .MAN 
BE SI E G ED. 

1 POST AGE 
ls . 

1900- 1 901 

My conclusions about this issue are that there 
was one printing of four types-two used on the 
postage stamps and two on the fiscal stamps
and a later reprinting which included the 5/- on 
1/- stamp. The rep;:-inted issue might have been 
ordered to prevent a scandal develop:ng due to 
the leakage of the first lot but at this late date 
there does not appear to be much hope of sub
stantiating this. The reprinted issue does however 
seem to substantiate the statement made in Rob
son Lowe's "Africa" (1

) to the effect that the issue 
was cancelled and distributed as souvenirs. 

I am indebted to Dr. H. Reisener for the accom
panying photographs. 

(1) The Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage 
Stamps-Vol II-Africa. Robson Lowe Ltd. 

I want to buy Union issues from Inter, 
provincial3 to date, mint and used, in
cluding booklets, Boer War covers, etc., 
and should be pleased to receive offers 
with full details of price, condition, 

quantities, etc. 

C. E. SHERWOOD, P.T.S. 
I 05 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manchester 

Great Britain. 

U.S.A. 
A 3c commemoration issued on 2 August, features 

the Supreme Court Buildings in W ashing'ton, as 
~epresenting the judicial side of the Government. 

On 9 September there appeared, in a golden 

colour, a 3c commemorative of the centenary of 
California's statehood. 

Mr. Paul A. Dorn of Los Angel~s sends us a 
warning notice that the Post Office is no longer 
giving "Directory Service" on insufficiently addres
sed mail from abroad. Add:-esses must be ab
solutely complete (particula:-ly as regards Postal 
Zone Numbers in cities), otherwise such mail is 
promptly returned to the senders. 

He also warns us to have postal packets and 
parcels very strongly wrapped with stout paper 
and string; they take a brutal beating in transit 
and the degree of damage suffered seems to be 
propo:tional to the size of the package. Therefore 
send several smaller and lighter parcels rather 
than one large heavy one. 

RHODESIA NIGERIA 
We have a fine stock of

0

both the above 
and shall be glad to send a selection t~ 
any collector interested. 

Please say what are your particular 
interests, and whether you collect both 
mint and used. Fine copies only are 
mounted, and you will find our prices 
reasonable. 

\Vil! collectors not known to us be good 
enough to send us bank or business 
reference. 

H. A. L. HUGHES & co., 
28 Nelson House, Park Rd., Peterborough, 

England. 

EXHIIBTIONS 
Canada.-An international philatelic exhibition 

is to be held at Toronto in September, 1951. A first 
prospectus has been issued and can be obtained 
from 70 Bloor Street West, Toronto 5. 

A set of special stamps will be released at the 
exhibition commemorating the centenary of the 
transfer of postal services £:om the British Govern
ment to those of British North ·America. 

Luxemburg.-Is also having an "International" 
in 1952, the centenary of their first postage stamps. 

Australia.-In connection with the National Ex
hibition in Melbourne, October, 1950, there will be 
two stamps issued, both of 2½d. value, one show
ing a "Sydney View", the other the first "Queen" 
type of Victoria. It is understood these stamps 
will be p;-inted on the same sheet, alternately so 
that pairs will show both stamps whether they 
be vertical or horizontal. 

New Zealand.-Has an International this year, 
opening on the 20th November,in connection with the 
centennial of Canterbury. 

Sheets to be issued in connection with this, show 
a number of Essays of the 1939 pictorial stamps. 

Denmark.-The three leading philatelic associa
tions are sponsoring a stamp centenary exhibition 
in May 1951. Open to entrants of any country, 
but limited to stamps of Denmack, Danish West 
Indies, Greenland, Iceland, Schleswig and Holstein. 

FLEET MAIL OFFICE-SIMONSTOWN 
The postmark of the (British) Naval Post Office 

at Simonstown is no longer identifiable merely by 
a number ("29"), as the reasons for secrecy are, 
for the moII!_ent at any rate, gone. It now reads 
"Fleet Mail Office/Simons town." 
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Mistakes Stamps 
By 

A. I. MACKENZIE. 

Stamp collectors are a peculiar breed of people! 
They have different moods, ideas and fancies. 
What one collector raves over the next will ignore. 
Their likes and dislikes are unpredictable1 until 
one subject is raised, viz., mistakes in stamps. 
Then they all think alike. To acquire a stamp with 
a mistake in it is the all-time high-water mark of 
the collector. When one stops to consider how 
many millions of :.tamps are printed every year, 
the comparative absence of mistakes is really a 
very fine compliment to the efficiency of the art
isans concerned with stamp printing. 

But let us take a look at these mistakes and see 
how they come about. 

Perhaps the most common of all mistakes is the 
"spot." This is generally caused by paper fluff 
settling o,n the plate. This paper fluff is caused 
by the perforating blades piercing the paper. Afte.:
a while the sharp edges of the blade are blunted 
(nothing blunts steel quicker than paper), then, 
instead of piercing the paper, the knife breaks 
th~ough, thus causing paper fluff. The printer knows 
all about this and tries to remove the fluff by means 
of suction pumps, but it is not possible to remove 
all of it and when some settles on the plate the 
result is a spot. 

Anothe~ way of stopping the trouble is to re
place the blades and clean the plates. 

Broken let_ters are another cause of errors. This 
may be caused by a genuine broken letter, but, as 
most stamp printing to-day is done by the intaglio 
process, that is, the image is etched into the 
plate, most so-called broken letters to-day are 
caused by ink clogging up the letter on the p!ate. 
The remedy is to clean or even change the plate. 
Smudges 

There are two types of smudges. The one is 
caused by the p:-inting plate working loose, and 
the second is caused by the paper slipping. To 
cure the first-mentioned trouble the plates should 
be re-tightened; to cure the second trouble the 
fault is in the reel and that has to be tightened. 
This type of mistake occurs only once in a while, 
not often. 

"Inverted Watermark" 
This is an incorrect term. In paper-making the 

watermark is incorpo~ated in the paper during 
manu:acture. The watermark may be run with 
the wove or across the wove. In printnig, the 
sheets are always fed into the machine with long 
fibres of the paper running in the same direction 
as the machine. That is, the paper is fed with 
the wove. If the watermark is across the wove, 
well, it is just too bad. The p~inter does not 
worry about that. 

The reason why paper is fed with the wove is 
to minimise troubki caused by static electricity 
which might cause trouble with register. 

Register 
This is the art of ensuring that adjacent colours 

are in their proper place. This is a fine art and 
takes years to learn. Register can be affected 
in a variety of ways: by change of temperature 
in the printing room; by the vibration of the mach
ine, or by static electricity. However, modern 
printing engineers to-day have this trouble firmly 
under control and the resutl is that it is very sel
dom encounte.:-ed. 

Of course, there are such obvious mistakes as 
the use of wrong colours or a design or portion 
of a design being printed upside-down, but these 
mistakes are almost invariably found long before 
the first hundred stamps have been run off and 
the fault rectified. 

Spelling mistakes sometimes occur but not very 
often. Generally speaking, the stamp collector 
has to put in some very hard work in order to 
find a mistake in a modern stamp. The reason 
is that the stamps are examined and checked so 
often during their manufacture that mistakes don't 
have much chance of slipping through. 

KOREA 

With Korea so much in the news to-day and 
South Africa sending an Air Force contingent there, 
a few notes on its postal history may not be out of 
place. We are indebted to an article by Mr. 
Ernest Kehr in the "New York Herald Tribune" fo1 
the basic fac s. 

A Department of Posts was first set up in 1884 
and two stamps, 5 mon and 10 mon, obtained from 
Tokyo; but the very day they were put on sale 
a revolution broke out and the P.O building looted 
and razed. Genuinely used specimens of these 
two stamps are inc~easingly rare, less than a dozen 
of each being known, but unused specimens which 
were looted and subsequently reached the stamp 
market, are readily come by. The Department 
went out of business and for ten years mail could 
only be sent out via the Imperial Chinese Customs 
Postal Agency in Seoul. 

In 1894 Japan went to war with China for con
trol of Korea and, having won it, set up a nominally 
independent postal service with a set of distinctive 
Korean stamps. 

In 1905 these distinctive stamps were declared 
obsolete and regular Japanese issues came into 
use. Ko~ea was formally annexed by Japan in 
1910 and retained control till they were defeated 
by U.S.A. in 1945. 

In 1945-46 overprinted Japanese stamps were 
used, but since l May 1946 independent Korean 
stamps have been issued in S., Korea and within 
two years no less than 38 stamps have appeared, 
all of poor design and crudely printed. 

There were also stamps issued in N. Korea, all 
with designs giving the impression that Korea 
had been liberated solely by Soviet operations; 
these have not been given official recognition out
side the iron curtain. 

South African readers may be interested to know 
that its air contingent going to Korea is not going 
to have its own postal section. Mail will presum
obly come through American Army P.O.s, although 
that remains to be seen. 

S.W.A. 
Union Air Letter sheets have been given a new 

type of S.W.A. overprint for use in the territory. 
They have been on sale since about the end of 
August. 
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CLASSIC, OLD COLONIALS 
[No George IV. No War Issues] 

Stamp collecting is mostly just a hobby, for some 
people it is just an investment. You could, however, 
make a fine combination of hobby and investment. 
How? C.ollect one or two countries only but try 
to complete these countries and go for rarities, post
marks, etc., as well. A small house but a complete 
one, nicely decorated, is always more useful than a 

large one with defects and incomplete. 
If there are gaps in your collection, write to me. 
I would be only too pleased to send you (at my ex
pense) those items on approval. There is no risk 
on your side, if you don't like them, you return 
them But as my stamps are all in fine condition 

a
nd 

t~ilrbceeto~~r~if;t~it~~\1sfie~mci~~~~~~t you 

Just to give you an idea: 
Danzig S.G.86 without network 20/-

Do. S.G.99 without network . 20/-
Ceylon S.G.90 used ...... ...... ...... ...... 30/-
Switzerland S.G. LB.26 used ...... 30/-
Austro-Italy S.G.11 used ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 20/-
Cape of Good Hope S.G.7c used, nice margins 

2 large light postmarks ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... £8 
Do. S.G. 18 used, nice margins 2 large ...... £5 

South Australia S.G.10 used, very fine ...... ...... ...... £5 
New South Wales S.G.10 used, very fine ............ £12 

"EVERYTHING IN BELGIUM INCLUDING MANY 
RARITIES.'' 

0. KORNFELD, p. T. s. 
13 Kingdon Road, London N.W.6, England. 

POPULAR COLONIAL NEW ISSUES. 
Australia: the new Centenary comm em. 2½d. in two 

designs supplied in se tenant pairs mint or used 
(blocks pro rata), Gd. 
Do., in imprint blocks of 4 stamps, 1/9. 

New Zealand: the l½d. prov!. Still available m. or u., 
each, 3d . ..... 

S. Rhodesia: 1950 2d. Silver Jubilee. M. or u. blocks 

Gi~~~l[a~~t\:iistitution commem. set of 4 used at 
2/6 mint, 2/3. 

Sudan: 1950 Air Mail set to 6 pias at 7 /6. Comp. 12/6 
Do, with 'S.G.' opt. Similar prices. 

Cayman Is.: new pictorials, ~d. to 1/- (10), 3/9. 
Complete to 10/- at 23/6: Booking used at 4/3 and 
27 /6 resply. 

Turks Is.: new pictorials, id. to 1/- (9) used at 3/9; 
mint, 3/4. 
Complete to 10/- at 25/-; used (in stock) 30/ .. 

BOOKING for the following Colonials set expected 
shortly. 

New Zealand: Canterbury set, m. or u ................... 2/6 
1940 Healths, the Prince Charles issue, m. or u., Gd. 

West Indies: University College common. 28 stamps 
for 13 Cols., supplied in single lot, m., 9/4; u., 11/6 

Tonga: Birthday set of 3, mint, 1/8; used ...... 2/6 
Mal ta: Princess set of 3, mint, 1/7; used ...... . ..... 1/9 
St. Kitts: Anguilla (6), mint, 2/7; used .................. 3/-

New Booking Lists now open. 
Virgin Is.: Legislative Council, 6, 12 and 24c. 1.20 

mint .................. ····- .................................................... - -··- 8/-
Do., but used ............................................................ 9/-

Nyasaland: Diamond Jubilee, Hd., 3d., 6d. and 5/-, 
mint ................................................................................... 7/-

Do., but used .......................................................... _ 8/-
Seychelles: the recently announced new pictorial set. 

2 to 50c. at 4/3. Complete to 10 Rs. ...... ...... ...... 38/9 
Transjordan: Air Com., set of 7 ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 8/4 
B. Honduras:· the scarce newly discovered variety, 
2c.p.ll.8x.11.8 on thick creamy paper. Price now 2/
All Stamps mint except as stated. Postage extra 

please. 

EDWARD M. BERRY 
5 Knowles Road, Lytham, St. Annes, England. 

SEND US YOUR WANT PLEASE 
FOR 

LIST 
BRITISH COLONIALS 

or 
ASK FOR OUR APPROVAL BOOKS, 

STATING COUNTRIES AND 
PERIODS YOU ARE 

INTERESTED 
IN 

Sprighton Philatelists (Pty.) LTD. 
94 ALLIANCE BUILDING, RISSIK and NEW STREET NORTH, 

P.O. Box 9020. J O H A N N E S B U R G Phon: 33-0658. 
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Union Notes 
SUB-EDITOR: Mr. W. N. Sheffied, 

Box 99, Cleveland, Transvaal. 

"All-Screened" Issue of the Id. Pictorial 
A note received from Mr. T. F. Allpass of Ger

miston, dated 7th September 1950, recorded the 
appearance in the post offices of the ld. all
screened pictorial stamp printed from new cylinders 
numbered 76 Internal and 14 External. 

The new issue takes the place of the non-screened 
6A/6B printing which has been on sale since July 
1948 and except for the diapositive "smoke trail" 
smudge across the sky on the vignette of the 5th 
stamp in Row No. 2, all the old varieties have 
disappeared. 

The numbers "76" and "14", denoting the cylin
ders employed for the new production, are printed 
on the margin at the bottom right hand corner of 
the sheet and bear the same colours as the vig
nettes and frames respectively. The old style set
ting of the cylinder number imprints, as found on 
the 6A/6B sheets, has been dropped for the more 
recent and acceptable practice of showing the two 
numbers adjoining one another in one corner of 
the sheet only. 

This new ld. stamp is the 9th of the all-screened 
series of pictorials to appear to date and only the 
4d. and 10/- values now remain unaltered or 
without cylinder number imp:-ints on the sheets. 
The ld. is also the 6th of the series to have the 
cylinder numbers-vignette and frame-printed 
next to one another and for the convenience of col
lectors these screened printings have been tabu
lated and set out in the accompanying Summary. 

The marginal arrows have been changed 
and the pair in the side margins are now 
different from those at the top and bottom 
of the she~t. The perforation (15 x 14), water
mark (multiple Springbok's Head) and red 
sheet numbers of four numerals, are all the same 
as in previous printings, but the grey-black centres 
usually found on these stamps have appeared in 
the new issue with a distinctly sepia tone. Apart 
from the diapositive flaw alreary mentioned and 
one or two minute blemishes, the sheets are parti
cularly free from varieties. 

UNION PICTORIAL SERIES 
Summary of the All-Screened Rotaqravure Printings 

With Cylinder Number Imprints 
½cl. Interior, "Cylinder No. 7020A", left hand 

ma:-gin; Exterior, "Cylinder No. 7020B", right hand 
margin January 1949. 

Jd. Interior, "Cylinder No. 7020A", left hand 
margin; Exterior, "Cylinder No. 1 lB, right hand 
margin April 1949. 

½d. Interior, "Cylinder No. l lA", left hand 
margin; Exterior, "Cylinder No. 1 lB, right hand 
margin August 1949. 

½d. Interior, "Cylinder No. l lA", left hand 
margin Exterior, "Cylinder No. l lB, right hand 
margin December 1949. 

Issued with five-figure sheet numbers in 
black instead of the usual colour of red. 
Because of a peculia:-ity in the ink used 
for the printing of the vignettes in this 
issue, the Springbok's Head stands out in 
strong contrast to the frame portion of the 

design when viewed against the light. (See 
Union Notes, February 1950). 

Jd. Interior, "Cylinder No. llA", left hand 
margin; Exterior, "Cylinder No. llB", right hand 
margin February 1950. 

Return to four-figure sheet numbers in red 
and printing similar in all respects to the 
August 1949 issue. 

ld. Interior cylinder "76", Right hand margin, 
Row 19; Exterior cylinder "14", Right hand margin, 
Row 20 September 1950. 

l½d. Interior, "Cylinder No. 6919A", bottom mar
::_:rin; Exterior, "Cylinder No. 6919B", top margin 
July 1948. 

I½d. Interior, "Cylinder No. 6931A", bottom mar
gin; Exterior, "Cylinder No. 6931B", top margin 
Februtry 1949. 

2d. Interior cylinder "6927", Bottom margin, 
Stamp 19; Exterior cylinder "50", Bottom margin, 
Stamp 20 April 1950. 

3d. Interior, "Cylinder No. 44A", left hand mar
gin; Exterior, "Cylinder No. 44B, right hand margin 
April 1949. 

6d. Interior cylinder "6930", right hand margin, 
Row 19; Exterior cylinder "6", right hand margin, 
Row 20 January 1950. 

1/- Interior cylinder "6926", right hand margin, 
Row 19; Exterior cylinder "6935", right hand ma:-
gin, Row 20 January 1950. 

2/6 Interior cylinder "6919", left hand margin, 
Row 19; Exterior cylinder "17", left hand margin, 
Row 20 August 1949. 

5/- Interior cylinder "36", right hand margin, 
Row 19 Exterior cylinder "6925", right hand mar
gin, Row 20 September 1949. 

Note. The imprints are situated opposite the 
bottom rows of stamps except in the case of the 
I½d. and 2d. values where they are placed at the 
right hand end of the sheets. 
New Issue of the Id. and 2d. "Officials." 

The ld. "Officials" recorded in February this 
year as having been produced on sheets bearing 
the cylinder numbers 6A/6B were apparently sold 
out fai.:-ly quickly and for a few months the old 
1945 "Officials"---on sheets without cylinder num
bers-were the only Id. copies on sale at the 
Philatelic Agency in Pretoria. 

A new issue has now appeared, also on sheets 
of the 6A/6B printing, and Mr. E. Schaiowitz of 
Johannesburg reported the stamps as be:nq first 
available on the 24th August. The overprints read 
downwards, as before, but the fount used is en
tirely diffe~ent to any previously noted on Union 
"Officials" and is distinct in the fact that the letters 
are slightly larger and have a much thinner and 
clearer outline than those usually found forming 
the overprints. 

The English overprint is on the right hand side 
of the stamp again and the Afrikaans on the left, 
but the spacing between the two is reduced from 
the 11 ½ mm. of the previous issue to 10 mm. on 
the new and the shade of the frame portion of the 
stamp is rose-carmine instead of the more reddish 
tone of the previous issue. Sheets of the rose
carmine printing were noted on sale as normals 
during May, June and July this year. 

At about the same time as the appearance of 
the Id. "Officials", Mr. Schaiowitz records that 
sheets of the small size 2d. stamps bearinq cylin
de:- numbers 6927 /50 and overprinted "Official
Offisieel," were also available at the Pretoria 
Agency. The fount used for the overprints is the 
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same as that on the ld. issue, but the spacing is 
of course wider for the different layout of the 
design and is set at 14½ mm. The position of 
"Official" on the right and "Offisieel" on the left, 
both reading downwards, is unaltered, but as a 
matter of interest, the sheets used for this issue 
are evidently part of the batch p:-inted prior lo 
the development of the curved line shooting up
wards from the left hand chimney on the Union 
Buildings and now present on Stamp 20, Row 
No. 2 of the normal 2d. issue. 

Regarding the use of "Official' stamps by the 
public some notes in the August issue of the Phil
atelic Bulletin by the Publicity Officer of the De
partma,nt of Posts and Telegraphs read as 
follows:-

(c) "Ordinary postage stamps of the Union of 
South Africa overprinted "Oftcial--Offisieel" 
were originally . intended fo:- the exclusive 
use of Government Departments on corres
pondence to countries to which the franking 
privileges do not apply." 
"The use of these stamps was subsequently 
extended to the public and they may be used 
in payment of postage on all classes of mail 
matter whether addressed to inland or over
seas destinations." 

(b) " "Official" stamps for use by the public are 
obtainable only from the Post Office Phil
atelic Agency, P.O. Box 1132, Pretoria." 

Exhibition Cancellations 
(a) Industrial Exhibition, Pretoria. A post office 

was provided at this Exhibition from the 11th to the 
17th September with a date stamp of the same 
design as the one figured below, but with the 
wording "NYWERHEIDSTENTOONSTELLING / IN
DUSTRIAL EXHIBITION" and the date and PRE
TORIA in the centre. We received an excellent 
copy of the opening day cancellation from Mr. H. 
Endemann, Pretoria. 

(b) National Philatelic Exhibition, Johannesburg. 
A post office will be functioning in the Selborne 
Hall from the 23:d to the 28th of October and the 
design and wording on the special cancelling 
stamp will be as here illustrated. 
BOYCOTTED 

The International Philatelic Federation, following 
up resolutions taken at its recent Congress, has 
published the following advice to collectors:-

(1) Philatelists are willing to support issues with 
a su:-charge for charity, etc., provided tha~ 
(a) the country does not have more than two 
such issues per year (b) the values are low 
(c) the surcharge does not exceed 50% of tha 
face value of the series. Possible exceptions 
for miniature sheets or special stamps for 
philatelic exhibitions. 

(2) Commemorative stamps with no surtax. The 
la:-ge numbers of these being issued is harm
ful to philately and postal authorities are 

asked to reduce radically such issues; if 
these cannot be avoided will they only issue 
one stamp instead of a whole series? 

(3) The following issues are abusive or harm
ful to philately:-
(a) issues sold only to subscribers 
(bl issues sold in bulk to an individual or a 

group 
(c) issues not sold at postal counters 
(d) issues with limited editions 
(e) issues only obtainable in proportion to the 

purchase of other stamps. 
(4) Stamp collectors are advised not to pu:-chase 

such issues. These stamps are excluded from 
philatelic exhibitions; they may not be traded 
at bourses organised by philatelic societies, 
circulate in exchange packets or be supplied 
in new-issue services. Catalogue editors are 
requested not to list them and album editors 
not to p:ovide a place for them in such albums 
as provide marked spaces for stamps. 

(5) First List of Stamps black-listed as "abusive" 
Belgian (1) 1946/48, Damien Vandervelde and 
Boverse stamps per£. "Imaba" (Private specu
lation) (2) 1947. Five Anti-Tuberculosis stamps 
(surtax over 50 % ) 

(3) & (4) 1948, Eight stamps for Abbeys of Achel 
and Chevrement (Surtax over 50 % ) 

(5) & (6) 1948 Four stamps and min:ature sheet 
honouring E. Anseele (Surtax over 50%) 

(7) & (8) 1948 Monuments of Liberation at Ant
werp and Liege (Su:tax over 50%) 

(9) 1949 Miniature sheets Jordeans and v. d. Wey
den (Surtax over 50%) 

( 10) 1950 Three Holy Year stamps (Surtax over 
50%) 

Sarre 
(11), (12) & (13) Five stamps and Mmiature Sheet 

for Flood Relief (Surtax over 50 % ) 
France 

(14) 1949 U. Nations Miniature Sheet (Not sold 
ove: P.O. counter) 

French Morocco 
(15) 1948 Miniature Sheet 'Solidarity' (Surtax over 

50%) 
(16) 1950 General Leclere stamp (Surtax over 

50%) 
( 17) 1950 'Stamp Day' stamp (Surtax over 50 % ) 
(18) 1950 'Solidarity' stamp (Surtax over 50%) 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
September 12th saw the issue of a 2d. stamp in 

commemoration of the countrys' Diamond Jubilee. 
The heads of Queen Victoria and of King George 
VL are in green, the remainder of the stamp being 
of a dark brownish colour. 

Thanks to Mr. Cawood of Salisbury for a first 
day cover. 
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Portions & Proportions 
By 

F. G. FROELICH. 

(Paper accompanying a display of the stamps r•f 
Thurn and Taxis This exhibit was entered in a 
competition for short exhibits and, awarded first 
place by vote of the meeting of the Philatelic 
Society of Johannesburg.) 

My paper deals with general developments which 
have influenced Philately from its beginnings and 
I have chosen the s .amps of Thurn and Taxis to 
illustrate what I wish to review. 

The postage stamps of Thurn and Taxis are 
catalogued amongst those of the German States. 
He:-e their position is unique in as far as Thurn 
and Taxis was not a State at all, but an institution 
established by Imperial Decree, which, although 
given into private ownership, was the first Reichs
post. For about 350 years it provided the courts 
and later also the public with postal services. It 
was the earliest one in modern History which 
wo:-ked according to r e g u 1 a r timetables. 

But the Thurn and Taxis post was n o t the one 
and only post throughout the Reich;; the Electors, 
Princes and Free Towns in many cases operated 
separate posts, often denying Thurn and Taxis 
their rights or at best condescending to their activi
ties. To have overcome constantly the difficulties 
arising out of the political and economic situations 
is proof of the efficiency of the Thu:-n and Taxis 
post. It introduced its first postage stamps in 1852 
after similar difficulties had not only delayed but 
even discouraged the introduction of postage 
stamps, as for instance was the case in Austria 
where at an early date LAURENCE KOSIR had 
o r i g i n a 11 y proposed the use of postage stamps. 

In Germany, a country one third the size of the 
Union of South Africa, there we:-e at this period 
39 sovereign States including 4 Free Towns, three 
of which and 11 of the States issued their own 
postage stamps. Prussia alone had during the 
thirties of the last Century 71 coins in circulation 
with an a d d i t i o n a 1 48 for her two Provinces 
of Pommerania and Posen. Therefore it is not by 
accident that stamps were introduced fir s t by 
G:-eat Britain where the advantage of having o n e 
Queen and o n e Pound on 1 y helped the Govern
ment considerably to avail itself of an innovation 
which, especially for England with her expanding 
trade and industry, cheapened and simplified the 
handling of Mail. 

For reasons mentioned earlier Thurn and Taxis 
provided postal services mainly for the smaller 
States, 2 dozen in all, and had to issue for them 
stamps in two currencies; Groschen for the North 
and Kreuzer for the South. As each State was a 
Sovereign one or a Free Town Thurn and Taxis 
had to refrain from using their Coat of Arms for 
the design of the postage stamps; this was based 
on enlarged Numerals. 

To compare the ci:-cumstances prevailing in Great 
Britain and her Empire with those in Germany 
and to notice the contrast is important because 
many trends in Philately have · to be seen against 
such a background to be properly understood. 

What m a d e people collect stamps at all was 
the fact that they came from foreign countries, the 

further away the more romantic and the mo:-e 
desirable. The slogan "Study your country's 
stamps" was not a battlecry of the early collectors 
who were above to-day's obsession whereby col
lectors touch only what is hoped to be sold quickly 
and with profit. The fact that collectors of the 
19th Century were unguided in technical matters 
was only reg:-etted by later Philatelists who, al
ways mindful of demands surely to be made when 
parting with their stamps, think more of how to 
preserve and less of how to enjoy their possessions. 

The pioneers, completely disregarding Posterity, 
approached their stamps with the aid of scissors 
and a type of glue which s tuck and not with 
a brand which p e e 1 s. Each stamp had to rest 
P e rm an en t 1 y in the album. Tonight I sho-.v 
some of my stamps mounted on sheets such as 
were in fashion during the twenties. The earlier 
albums of course were not loose leaf, they were 
fully illustrated and provided spaces e v e n f o r 
imprinted stamps which were cut out from 
postal stationery to fit the allocated spaces. Inter
esting entires were destroyed and valuable pairs 
and strips of the imperforates sepa:-ated. This 
explains, even if it may not excuse, the fact that 
a few of my stamps are not in first class condition, 
but are just as they were left to me by my pre
decessors. 

I hope by admitting this I will not cause too 
big a shock to you; some of you must be ac
quainted with damaged stamps, otherwise, I do not 
know how so many get into our exchange packets! 
By damaged I refer, so far as my exhib:t is con
cerned, to torn or thinned stamps. Copies with 
narrow ma:-gins are perfectly normal because the 
setup of the Thurn and Taxis sheets was an 
utility arrangement. From pairs and strips you 
can see that no enormous margins are possible, 
except in the case of the fifth and final issue when 
concessions to stamp collectors' wishes for broader 
margins were made. Most of the perfect speci
mens surviving mishandling by early philatelists 
were such as had been affixed to business or legal 
correspondence, filed for reference purposes or 
came £:-om domestic letters kept for sentimental 
reasons. 

Unused stamps were rarely included in collec
tions as very few people believed in wasting 
money by paying fo:- and putting away stamps 
which could still serve their primary purpose. 
Unused stamps of the old German states came into 
collections, n o t as Mint items, but as di s ca r d e d 
Government stationery, sold as such by the Trea
suries to stamp dealers. Substantial quantities 
of remainders were scld, and n o premium was 
asked because such stamps had by then become 
o b s o 1 e t e. High prices were only paid some 
forty years later when Philately was more ad
vanced. One occasion for instance, at an auction 
held in 1910 a great number of Hannover stamps 
were offered. Ten values out of a total of 30 
had been found, all in complete sheets, for which 
bidding was very brisk i n s p i t e of the fact 
that no n e of them were in absolutely mint con
diion. Neither was the sheet of the red 3Pfennig 
Saxony, a topranking rarity even when single; 
this had been used as a base when wall-papering 
a ballroom and was only discovered 50 yea~s later 
during rndecorating work. In those cases the 
r a r i t y of the stamps commanded the high prices, 
the complete absence of any gum did not stop 
people from buying those stamps. 
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The fact that various States had to reprint the:r 
stamps on later occasions for displays at exhibi
tions as no original sheets had been kept for 
:eference purposes, added to the unpopularity of 
unused stamps. In Germany the collectors' prefer
ence for us e d postage stamps was by now estab
lished and therefore unused stamps were often 
"improved" by forged cancellations. Only such 
mint items as had had no remainders dumped on 
the market or which had escaped official destruc
tion; and some of the reprints became what is now 
termed "elusive." 

Quite different we::e the circumstances under 
which Philately developed throughout the British 
Empire where stamps were issued also for s par
s e 1 y populated colonies or possessions. It was 
most u n 1 i k e 1 y for any collector to receive 
much mail from such places and it was hardly 
possible to complete ones collection by the method 
of stamp exchange even though those early issues 
were short sets and were for yea,s in use. There
fore collectors of British Empire stamps often began 
to buy u n u s e d stamps direct from the Post
masters. The uniformity of language a n d cur
rency made such undertakings easy, whilst the 
s t a b i 1 i t y of the Pound gave the collectors an 
assurance that money spent on unused stamps 
was not wasted. 

This confidence was not shaken even when 
Great Britain decided, at a much late:: date, to 
abandon the gold standard or when recently she 
devalued her Pound. But on the Continent several 
Inflations and Devaluations reduced the face-value 
of thousands of unused stamps to noth:ng. Ger
many's highest denomination ever, a 5 milliards 
stamp, had to be paid during December 1923 for 
the postage of a letter to be delivered in town; 
two such stamps were necessary to cover the 
postage for an inland letter. In other words a 
figure followed by 10 noughts was equal to a 
halfpenny. 

The "Penny Postage" of Great Britain never rose 
above twopence halfpenny. Only a constant face 
value encouraged people to spend money on un
used stamps when used ones could not be obtained 
for less than face value or without any payment 
at all. In order to complete their sets collectors 
m i x e d used and unused stamps in their collec
tions. The unused stamp, o r i g in a 11 y a sub
stitute, became more and more popular especially 
with the better-off collector. The t:-ade could supply 
him most efficiently. No philatelic effort was neces
sary to complete most new issues and no time had 
to be wasted on such tiresome undertakings as 
building up a set of used stamps piece by piece. 
As collecting became easier the collector's demands 
went higher. The unused stamp became a m in t 
stamp and finally a s u p e r - m i n t, u n h i n g e d, 
the craze of our time. Dealers are expected to 
supply it, well centred, fully gummed and in com
plete sets with the lowest possible commission on 
face value, of course. The collector then earns 
the admiration of all and is assu::ed of recognition 
as a great authority. In order to be even more 
convincing he prefers to show blocks of four or 
complete sheets. 

But I think we should agree with Einstein, when 
he says: "I am absolutely convinced that no 
wealth in the world can help humanity forward, 
the example of great and fine personalities is the 
only thing that can lead us to fine and noble 
ideals." 

For us such an ideal is to become "Keepers of 
the stamps." and not for Philately's sake alone 
but for a very r a ti o n a 1 reason; however early 
it might be in the day, those who want to brighten 
the evenings of their lives have to remember:_ that 
they must bring their own lamps with them. Un
fortunately mint stamps encourage stamp specu
lating, which can be entered into without the col
lectors love for stamps and without the dealers 
experience and responsibilities. It is stimulated by 
most helpful Governments, expecting y o u to pay 
as t h e y print. 

Meanwhile that great quality, Patience, is lost. 
I admit that unused items allow for a better app::e
ciation when stamps shall, be viewed as pieces 
of art. But then they h a v e to be judged by such 
standards as apply to the g r a p h i c art. It is 
a mistake to value what is beautiful as art and 
that what is pretty as still greater art. Those who 
do so are confusing the terms as much as the 
landlady did, when a boarder registered with her 
as a Bachelor of A,ts and she found out later 
that he was married and had three children. 

If we search for what is behind the stamp, 
I feel it is too easy and too cheap to find just gum, 
which is such u-n i mp or tan t matter. In our 
century, called some imes the age of science, 
when it becomes easier and easier by the advance 
in mechanical methods to forge the stamp itself it is 
the easiest thing in the world to apply any wanted 
gum. And legally, when the printing of stamps 
is a R i g h t exercised by prop::,r qua::ters, whilst 
the use of stamps for paying postage remains 
restricted within a country's borders; when here 
in South Africa you even need a licence to sell 
stamps for postage or Revenue purposes, you are 
perfectly entitled to re gum any stamp anywhere. 

But ours is not only the Century of Technique, 
spiritually it is the Century of Doubt, which 
B er tr a n d Ru s s e 11, one of its critics, describes 
mildly by saying: "The fundamental cause of 
trouble in the world to-day is that the stupid are 
cock-sure while the intelligent are full of doubt." 

In our distinguished society, of course, we do 
not find the former group of people and the latte::
deserve better advice than I could give. 

But for myself I might be permitted to an entirely 
personal opinion gained by observation during 
some 30 years of stamp collecting, namely, that 
whatever the advances, it remains true that in 

Philately as everywhere else in life 
Nothing Stands In ISOLATION! 

(Concluded from page 158.) 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 

12th September. At this meeting the bill of fare 
was a dozen sheets of any country outside Africa. 
Very nice displays were given by Messrs. Schubert 
and Kupperman of Netherlands, by Mr. Redford of 
early Australian colonies by Cdr. Enoch of 20th 
Century Dominica Republic, by Mr. Frankland of 
Australian Commonwealth and by Mr. Oppenheim 
of Miscellaneous items. 

25th September. The exhibit was provided by 
Mr. E. Hunt who showed the first issues of all 
countries which issued stamps before 1860 except 
those of German and Italian States. Mr. Redford 
tabled the collection in Mr. Hunt's absence and 
first read a few notes prepared by Mr. Hunt on 
his exhibit, which included some 40 odd sheets, 
each of a different country. 

All the stamps shown were in fine condition. 
Some were used and some were mint. There were 
some very rare items among them. Commander C. 
E. D. Enoch spoke on the exhibit which was very 
much appreciated. 
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L:=::/1 =S=O=C=I E=TY==N=E=W=S='./j 
FEDERATED 

NAME AND ADDRESS: 

Cape Town P.S., Box 1973 

Cop~~gJ1~i{~.:• .... ~/~ ... ~~· .... ?~. 7th Ave., .. ~~.:~~.'. .. ~.: 
E. London P.S., c/o Box 450 ................. .. 
E. Rand P.S., c/o Box 155, Brakpan ............................ . 
Grahamstown P.S., c/o H. Q., Tarr, Kingswood Col. 
Jewish Guild Phil. Section, Von Brandis Street, 

Johannesburg ............................. . 
Johannesburg, P.S. of, Box 4967 .. 

Maritzburg, P.S. of, Box 256, Pietermaritzburg .... . 
Mashonaland P.S., Box 1660, Salisbury ............ . 
Natal, P.S. of, Box 588, Durban ...... ...... .. . . 

N. Transvaal P.S., c/o Miss v. Niekerk, P.O. Rita .... .. 

Nyasaland P.S., c/o Limbe Trading Co., Limbe ......... .. 
O.F.S. & Basutoland P.S., Box 702, Bloemfontein .... .. 
Port Elizabeth P.S., c/o 13 Trafalgar Square ........... . 

Pretoria P.S., Box 514 ......................................................... . 
Pretoria Railway P.S., Railway Recreation Club, 

Berea Park ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... .. ......... . 
Rhodesia, P.S. of, Box 803, Bulawayo ............................ .. 
Roodepoort Stamp Club, c/o 82 Kruger Ave., Selwyn, 

Florida ................................................................................... . 
Springs P.S., c/o No. 25, 5th St., New Township, 
~rings ...... ...... ...... .. ..................................................................... . 

ereeniging Stamp Club, Box 196 ................................... . 
W. Rand Stamp Club, c/o U 184, W. Rand Consol. 

Mines ....................................................................... . 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
Those members, if any, who still think that the 

stamps of the· British Commonwealth are the only 
ones worth collecting, must have had another severe 
shock when Mr. Lionel Bevis exhibited his fine 
collection of French Colonies. 

Original designs. full of interest from the point 
of view of both philately and art, excellent condition 
and careful write-up, combined to make a most de
lightful exhibit. 

Mr. L. 0. Bosse, in proposing the vote of thanks, 
was quick to emphasise these points. 

Semi-postal issues - "to be or not to be" -
brought forth a lively discussion, under the guidance 
of the chairman - Mr. W. H. Winde, with the re
sult that the following motion was forwarded to 
the Federation for inclusion in the agenda of the 
forthcoming Congress in Johannesburg: 

"That the members of th Philatelic Society 
of Natal support the proposal that not more 
than one issue of semi-postal stamps of low value 
be made annually." 
During the evening the Chairman performed the 

pleasing task of presenting to Mr. Lionel Bevis 

fi~h 
th

lZniZ~;as~~nd 
0 i orti: 'fr~';;;int1ie fizg~;~f t;; !~~ 

members respectively. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
Due to inclement weather and the influenza 

epidemic, the attendance at the September Meeting 
was "mall. 

The President welcomed Mrs. A. Wynder after 
her return from overseas. Mrs. Wynder was re
elected a member of the Society. Greetings from the 
Rev. Pluddemann, who was overseas on holiday, 
were read to the meeting. 

Members unanimously decided to make a dona
tion to the Johannesburg National Philatelic Exhi
bition. In this connection, it was decided to ask 
Mr. Joseph, who had visited the Society and kindly 
given a display last year, to attend the Executive 
Meeting of the S.A. Philatelic Federn.tion at the 
end of this month and further, to attend Congress 
as a representative of this Society, as it did not 
appear likely that any local members would be able 
to attend these functions, nor the Exhibition. 

The Chairman of the Sub-Committee reported 
that a Meeting had been held and a list of sug
gestions had been prepared in connection with the 
revision of the Union Catalogue. A copy of the 
report would be read at the nE-xt meeting, when 

SOCIETIES 
MEETINGS: 

2nd and 4th Thursdays, 8 p.m., Mountain Club 
Rooms, Yorkshire Ho., Strand St. 

2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m., Colosseum Theatre Tea Rooms 
3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Regent Hotel, Benoni. 
2nd Thursdays, 8 p.m., 120 Hight Street. 

Last Thursdays, 8 p.m., Jewish Guild. 
2nd Tuesdays and 4th Mondavs, 7.45 p.m., Public 

Library. · 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7.30 p.m., Durban Camera 
Club, 319 Smith Street. 

3rd Wednesdays, Goldfields Hotel, Pietersburg, at 
8 p.m. 

Free State Technical College, 7.30 p.m., 4th Fridays. 
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, 7.45 p.m., Room 3, City Hall 

Basement. 
1st & 3rd Mondays, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

2nd Wednesdays, 7.30 p.m., Railway Recreation Club 

3rd Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., Savoy Hotel. 
Roodepoort. 

2nd Mondays, 7.30 p.m., Board Room, New Era Press 
1st Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

1st Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Royal Hotel, Krugersdorp. 

it was hoped there would be the usual good at
tendance. 

The problem of the disposal of the Society's 
periodicals was discussed and it was agreed that 
interested members should have the right to pur
chase these and that unsold copies should be 
handed over to the Junior Society, free of charge. 

There were two displays, one being a nice 
variety of War Time Covers by Mrs. R. Alabaster 
and the artistic pages prepared by Mr. J. V. Jensen, 
entitled "My 1950 Pages". Mr. Jensen was absent, 
owing to indisposition, but we can see how our 
energetic ex-President is keeping as busy as ever 
and becoming more of an artist. We only hope he 
will not desert us for the local Arts Society! 

J.P.S. 
EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

At the meeting on Tuesday, the 18th September, 
the sole exhibitor was Mr. S. T. Crellin of Pretoria, 
who tabled a small but interesting collection de
picting stamps which have some connection with 
the letters "S.O.S." There were Stamp:;, on Stamps, 
Stories On Stamps, Sports On Stamps, Sayings On 
Stamps, Saints On Stamps and others. 

Mr. Shepherd, in proposing a vote of thanks to 
the exhibitor on behalf of the Society, stated that 
although the collection was not large, it was an 
extremely interesting and unusual one 

Mr. Shepherd was elected a dele~ate for the 
Society at the forthcoming Congress m Johannes
burg. • .T.A.G. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
Mr. G. Bulbring was in the chair when the 

Meeting opened on Tuesday the 19th, and presided 
over a large attendance. Mr. D. Watson was re
sponsible for an exhibit of Sierra Leone, which was 
a splendid effort. One of the items was the 1938 
Issue complete to the £1 with current and obsolete 
colours in blocks of 4 used. There was also thP 
obsolete Hd. and 2d. mint in blocks of 4. The chief 
item was a block of 12, of the 5d. value used. Mr. 
Watson then gave a very interesting talk on this 
display and explained several interesting features. 
Mr. Bulbring reminded members of the Lantern 
Slides to be shown at the Technical College on 
Friday the 22nd in the evening "How Stamps are 
Produced." There is a correction on the Sept~mber 
write-up, where it was stated that Mr. G. K. I•'orbes 
and Mr. Bulbring were delegates for the Congress 
with Mr. Burt and Dr. Harris as alternates. This 
should read Mr. G. Forbes alternate Mr. Berg. 
Mrfl Bulbring alternate Mr. D. H. Kirchner. L.RC. 

(Concluded on page 157) 
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ANTIQUA, 1884/86 S.G.30 mauve, m. or u., 
either ............................................................ 50/-

1903/9 S.G.31/40 ~d.-5/- comp. mint ............ £6 
S.G.38 2/- grey grn. and pale vio., mt. 30/
S.G.40 5/- grey grn. and vio., mint, GO/-

used ................................................................. 65/-
1908/12 S.G.42/48 ~d.-2/- comp. mint ...... 70/-

S.G.48 2/- grey grn. & vio., mint ...... 45/-
S.G.49 5/- grey-grn. & vio., mint or used, 

either ............................................................ 40/-
1921/29 S.G.55/61 3d.-£1 comp. mint ...... £8.10 

S.G.61 £1 purple & blk./red, mint £7; 
used ................................................................. £8 

S.G.62/80 ~d-4/-, comp. mint .................. 70/-
S.G.80 4/- gr. blk. & red, mint 30/-; 

used ............................................................ 35*-
1932 S.G.81/90 Tercentenary, com. mint £12.10 

S.G.90 5/- blk. & chocolate. mint ............ £8 
1935 S.G.91/49 Silver Jubilee, cpl. mint 18/6 

used ................................................................. 21/-
ASCENSION, 1922 S.G.1/9 id.-3/-, comp. m. £7; 

used ............................................................ £7.10 
ditto overprinted "Specimen" .................. 70/-

1924/33 S.G.10/20 id.-3/- complete mint ...... £7; 
used .................................................. '. ......... £8 

S.G.16 6d. pair, one stamp showing Cleft 
variety ............................................................ £7.10 

1934 S.G.21/30 ~d-5/- comp. mint ............ 50/-
1935 S.G.31/34 Silver Jubilee, mint or used, 

either ............................................................ 85/-
ARGENTINE_, 1939 679/686 U.P.U. mint ...... 42/-
BRAZIL, 192·, 471/486 AIR used .................. 45/-
BOLIVIA, 1930 228/233 AIR mint ........ 25/-
PANAMA, 1948 595/600 Fire Brigade mint 22/-
PARAGUAY, 1936 596/606 AIR mint ........... 35/-
SALVADOR, 1948 965/976 Roosevelt mint 24*-

THE GLOBE STAMP CO., LTD., 
433 STRAND LONDON w.c.2. 

Telephones: TEMple Bar 0777-0778. 

Just Published. 

1950 EDITION 

THE STANDARD CATALOGUE OF 
POST AGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD. 
PART I-BRITISH EMPIRE with Supple
ment for Burma, Egypt, Iraq, Ireland, Jordan, 

Nepal and Palestine. 

The Standard Catalogue is the most practical 
guide for the stamp collector whose interests 
lie in standard varieties to the exclusion of 
perforation measurements, shades and other 

specialist items. 

By the inclusion of watermarks and other 
necessary data, but without attempting ex
treme simplification, the Catalogue is the ideal 
medium for the speedy and accurate identifi-

cation of Postage Stamps. 

Price, 7s. 6d. 

From your local dealer, 01· direct (postage 
8d.) from: 

WHITFIELO KING & CO. 
Ipswich, England. 

Established 1869. 

A FINE GENERAL STOCK 
of British Empire & foreign 

G. VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues 
Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 
Albums and Accessories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

CAPE TOWN STAMP CO. 
Rooms 12 and 12a, 

14a Adderley Street, 

CAPE TOWN. 

CAPE 

TRIANGULARS 

On deeply 1853 blued paper. 
ld. deep brick red ld. the rare choco
S.G.la fine used, late shade of S.G.la 
margins all round & fine used with good 
sideways wmk. £16. margins £20. 

On slightly hued paper. 
ld. brown-red S.G.3a, the scarce unpriced 
shade, a fine used block of four, large mar
gins except at top of N.E. corner ...... £105. 

White 1855-1858 paper 
ld. brick red S.G.5 4d. blue S.G.6a fine 
with good margins, used, large margins, 
very lightly cancelled major re-entry in 

£12. PENCE ...... .... £30. 

6d. slate-lilac S.G.7 unused, small margins, 
close at bottom right, major re-entry in 
POST AGE & PENCE, extremely rare, £125. 

1/- yellow-green S.G. 
8 extremely fine 
used,, pmk. clear of 
face, large margins, 

£15. 

1/- a good used copy 
of the rare deep blue
green shade S.G.8a, 
clear margins, wide 
on right . . ........ £15. 

H. E . WINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON, w.c.2. 

ENGLAND. 
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GELATINE SHIFTS PORTRAYED ON CERTAIN ROTOGRAVURE STAMPS 

OF THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA AND SOUTHERN RHODESIA. 
B. A. HILTON SYDOW, A.SAA., C.A. (S.A.) 

In connection with the process of photo-mechan
ical etching of stamp design images in recess and 
negative on highly polished surfaces of copper
faced cylinders the Carbon Tissue sheets utilised 
consist of thin films of soluble gelatine affixed to 
paper bases. Such reddish pigment specifically 
included for the purpose of rendering visible their 
stamp design images after development and for 
the actual progress of the subsequent etching of 
these images on the peripheries of copper-faced 
cylinders. 

Prints of the stamp design images are l,ans
ferred on to the sensitised Carbon Tissue sheets 
by means of exposure to extremely brilliant light 

The latter is the Afrikaans term for yoke-pin." It 
is found on English insc:ibed stamps printed from 
Plates 1 and 1 (Interior Cylinder 6929 and Exterior 
Cylinder 41) in the position of Row 18 No. 5. 
Both the said cylinders were etched screenless. 
In all instances where the frame and vignette 
were printed more or less in register the broken 
portion of the yoke-pin which is a "gelatine shift" 
is found located in the left-hcnd value tablet 
immediately above nume:al "5" of 5/- as exempli
fied in the sketch and marked "A." In several 
instances where the frames and vignettes were 
printed out of register the broken portions of the 
yoke-pin are found located partly on the above and 

S~etch 'J\[_o. 1 .-Union sl denomination of the Hyphenated series. 

emitted by powerful arc lamps through glass pos
itives or diapositives holding the correlative samps 
design images initially derived from reversed nega
tives via "Step and Repeat" Camera from Master 
Original Drawings of the requisite designs either 
as Line Subjects or Tone Subjects. 

After the procedure of transferring or "squee
geeing" the prepared Carbon Tissue sheets with 
their gelatine-held stamp design images to the 
surfaces of the copper-faced cylinders the paper 
bases are stripped from the said gelatine image 
resists adhering to the said copper surfaces. 

It sometimes happens that during the procedure 
of stripping paper bases from gelatine resists cer
tain portions of stamp design images in the gelatine 
are dislodged from the copper surfaces and inad
vertently removed, displaced and etched some 
distance away from their desired and correct 
locations anent the design. For the purpose of this 
causerie they are termed "Gelatine Shifts." 

The sketches ut infra exemplify "Gelatine Shifts" 
as portrayed on certain postage stamps printed by 
Screenless and Sc:eened Rotogravurde or rotary 
Photogravure by the Union Government Printer of 
Pretoria for the Union of South Africa and for the 
Dominion of Southern Rhodesia. 

S~e'tch 'No. 1. 

This sketch dep;cts the variety catalogued by 
Simenhoff as the "Broken yoke-p:n" or "Jukeskei." 

wholly above the said value tablet. Items in my 
collection are depicted in this sketch and marked 
"B" and "C." These are examples of Vignette 
''gelatine shifts" on Frame Designs whose positions 
are variable, depending upon the degree of reg
istration of vignette and framE,. The Vignette shows 
the Ox-wagon outspanned. 

S~etch 'N_o. 2. 

This sketch shows a ~isplaced portion of, and 
its hiatus in, the thick horizontal frame line in the 
vicinity of the bottom left-hand corner of an Eng
lish inscribed stamp locatGd in Row 17 No. 3 of 

A-H-S. 

I 
D 

I ~----~' 
S~etch 'N.o. 2.-Union 2d. denominations of 

the Anhyphenate Series. 
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the first 2d. cylinders (Plates 1 and 1) with fine 
purple arrows. In this skecth the "gelatine shift'' 
is marked "D." Both of the said cylinders were 
etched sd:-eenless. It is an example of a Frame 
"gelatine shift" on a Vignette. The Vignette shows 
the Union Buildings. Simenhoff has catalogued 
this in the first supplement to the Standard 
Catalogue. 

S~etch No. 3. 
This sketch depictures a "gelatine shift" in the 

form of a large dot and its gap in the vertical 
frame line immediately above the numeral "8" of 
the date 1893." The frame and vignette cylinders 
were etched from screened carbon tissue. In this 
sketch it is marked "E" and the portion of the 

I 
J 

S~etch No. 3.-2d. Matabeleland Anniversary 
stamp of Southern Rhodesia. Row I No. 1 

2nd or B. Panel. 

frame design shown is drawn to show the ser
~ulated edge effect of screening. In sketches 1, 2 
and 4 the subjects are drawn to show the sharply 
defined edges of unscreened designs. 

~--
3- ----a.~--'"'IP""' 
4---
s. -----lllliillfi ... _fli 
6---------

I 
S~etch No. 4.-Union 1d. denomination of the 

Anhyphenate Series. 

Sketch No. 4 depicts two "gelatine shifts" on the 
vignette of a ld. stamp printed from Plates 7 and 
7 and located in Row 18 No. 1. The cylinders 
were etched screenless. The shifts are those of 
two horizontal sky lines Nos. 3 and 4 shifted 
upwards on the sky lines Nos. 2 and 3 as shown 
in the sketch marked "F." The gap in No. 4 is 
obvious. These are examples of Frame "gelatine 
shifts" which do not impinge on the Vignette. The 
Vignette shows Van Riebeek's Ship. 

Collectors' Wonts & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertiou with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quantities. 
Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69, Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval· service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

25% over Gibbons Catalogue prices 
offered for a superb used copy of Sierra 
Leone, S.G.51, 52, 53, 86a, 94, 95, 109, 
146a, 147, 147a. 

William Redfoni.. P.O. Box I 182, Johan
nesburg. 

\1/holesalers interested in packets 
materials contact 

Boateng and Sons, Box 3, Sekondi, Gold 
Coast. 

For sale: Seven envelopes with series of 
stamps of different countries, post
marked JERUSALEM 1914. 

Write: Eihuschitz, 64 Caledon Street, 
George, C. P. 

Medium Collector wishes exchange Aus
tralian Stamps for those of British 
Africa. Write-

L. T. Williams, 21 Jacka Street, West 
Preston N.18, Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia. 

Collections and rarities especially Unions 
wanted for cash. Kindly contact 
John Mendelssohn, P.O. Box 16o7, Johan
nesburg. 

IO% British Colonial New Issue Service 
for complete issues or up to I/- values. 
Choose only Colonies or Dominions re
quired. 

Particulars: \V. B. Ross, 15 Balliol Road, 
Wyken, Coventry, England. 

GREECE 

Messrs Whitfield King & Co. report the early 
appearance of a number of new values in the 
Dodecanese commemorative set, following on in
creases in postal rates. 
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Stamps with a Story 
By W. LOXLEY-CHAMINGS 

( Continued from page I 00 of June issue) 

Simon Bolivar, Ecuador S.G. 484. The supreme 
figure of South America's struggle for independence. 
Though his strong, aristocratic face figures on the 
stamps of many of the lands he helped to free, it 
is Ecuador's stamp that shows it to best advantage. 
But 47 when he died, his life was shadowed and 
doubtless shortened first by the early death of 
his lovely Spanish wife and then by the suspicions 
and slanders of his colleagues. Yet he held on 
his way and became unquestioned dictator of 
Colombia, Peru and Bolivia, whose independence 
he won, and though in unlim'.ted control of the 
revenues of these lands he not only threw in nine
tenths of his own vast wealth but died without 
a shilling of pubLc money in h:s possession. His 
name and fame grow with the years. 

Rameses II, Egypt S.G. 141. Perhaps the Phar
aoh of tha Israelit:sh captivity, and certainly the 
Biblical account chimes with his undoubted pride 
and boastfulness. Grandson of Rameses I, founder 
of the 19th Dynasty. In a reign of 67 years he 
showed much personal bravery in his many wars, 
and one instance, in the Hittite War, frequently 
figures in the sculptures of his temples, for in 
peaceful intervals he was constantly building, 
being responsible for the great colonnaded Hall 
of Karnak (S.G. 125), the Rock Temple of Abu 
Simbel (127), the Colossi at Thebes (124), all of 
which are statues of himself and others. This 
~tamp shows one of the many statues o: himself 
he had erected in the Temple of Luxor. 

Nefertiti, Egypt S.G. 368. A striking represen
tation of an amazing sculpture found in 1914 
in the ruins of the sculptor's workshop on the 
site of the ancient Akhetaten, near the modern 
El-Armarnah. The soft original colours still persist 
almost unblemished after 33 centuries. Wife of 
the Pharaoh Akhnaten who revolted from the 
established priesthood of Amun to a belief in a 
u.niversal Vital Force and became a religious 
fanatic, founding Akhetaten to glorify the new faith, 
Nefertiti actively encouraged the new art that 
flourished in the brilliant court. gathering round 
her a number of cultured people. She had no 
sons but several daughters, one of whom married 
Tutankhamen (S.G. 369). 

Ibrahim Pasha, Egypt S.G. 393. A most effective 
use of modern printing, the portrait in a lovely 
green standing out against the delicate shades 
of the naval battle in the background. The put
ative son of Mohammed Ali, Ibrahim proved a 
successful naval and military leader against the 
Turks in Palestine and Syria, but he and his father 
(who were long co-rulers and died within a few 
months of each other) were twice robbed of the 
fruits of victory by the intervention of the European 
powers. After Syria had thus been returned to 
Turkey he retired to his estates in the Plain of 
Heliopolis, growing cotton and olives. 

Saint Patrick, Eire S.G. 104. Son of a Roman 
father and a British mother, he combined the best 
qualities of each. As a boy he was captured by 
raiders and carried off to Ireland, but came to 
love the land of his captivity and returned in late:
life to be its premier evangelist and patron saint. 

He was alto a gifted poet, the best known of his 
poems being the "St. Parrick's Breatsplate" that 
figures in many collections of hymns and poems. 

Theobald Mathew, Eire S.G. 1077. Ordained 
Homan Catholic Priest in 1814 and joined the 
Capuchin Order. Seeing the appalling ravages 
of intemparence in Ireland, he established the 
Total Abstinence Association in 1838, and enor
mous numbers joined in all pads of the country-
20,000 at Nenagh, 100,00C in Galway, 70,000 in 
Dublin, and so on, with the result that drunkenness 
in Ireland almost disappeared. In 1844 he visited 
Liverpool, Manchester, and London, where the 
movement won almost equal success. Someth'.ng 
like it is certainly needed in South Africa. The 
stamp was designed by Sean Keating, the Dublin 
artist. The Erse inscription above reads: "Here 
goes in the Name of God," the words used by 
Fathe:- Mathew as he inscribed his name as the 
total abstainer, and the legend at the foot stands 
for: "Father Mathew, Order of Mendicant Ca
puchins." 

Elias Li:innrot, Finland S.G. 285. By profession 
a physician, Li:innrot devoted his leisure to the 
collection of the songs, legends and folklore of his 
country. His magnum opus, "Kalevala," embody
ing the fruit of his wo:rk, was first published :n 
1835, but subsequent editions contained much 
additional matter. P:-ofessor of Finnish Language 
and Literature at Helsingfors 1853-62. His re
searches were a revelation of the hidden wealth oi 
Finnish lore. 

Pont du Gard, France S.G. 475a. Near Nismes, 
the ancient Nemensus, straddling the valley of 
the R. Gardon. Built in the time of Augustus. 
Unrivalled by any other Roman relic of its kind 
for lightness and yet boldness of design. Of the 
lowest row of six a:ches one has a span of 75 
feet and the rest 60. The second row of 12 arches 
has likewise one of 75 feet and the rest 60. The 
third row, which actually carries the water, has 
36 arches. The three printings of this stamp are 
distinguished chiefly by the perforation-14 x 13l, 
11 and 13 respectively. 

Par:s, La Cite, France S.G. 1002. A splendid 
pictu ::e that will recall pleasant memories for 
many, showing the "Cradle of Paris." the Isle de 
la Cite in the River Seine. Issued for the 12th 
Congress of the Universal Postal Union in Paris, 
1947. In the foreground, the Pont Neuf, built by 
Henry IV: in the middle distance the first houses 
of the Place Dauphine (Louis XIII) where Madame 
Roland lived; in the background, the Concierger:e 
and the towers. of Notre Dame, the Parthenon of 
Gothic art. The Palais de Justice is also hard by. 

Jean Dagnaux, France S.G. 1025. A portrait 
that tells its own story of cool and mature heroism, 
with a background that admirably suggests the 
scenes of many of his exploits. Jean Dagnaux was 
old enough to qualify as an air-pilot in the first 
world war and young enough (on his own instant 
appeal) to play an even more hazardous part in 
the second, by which he had reached the rank of 
Colonel, leading several hund:-ed reconnaissance 
ra:ds. Wounded by anti-aircraft fire, he was 
killed as a bomb exploded when his plane crashed. 

Wartburg Castle, Germany S.G. 267. Issued 
May, 1923, as Germany was slipping down the 
abyss of deflation. The Wartburg, near Eisenach, 
is one of the finest of the early medieval castles, 
built in the 11th century by Count Louis the Leaper, 
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the adversary of Henry IV. It was the seat of the 
Thu::-gingian Landgraves till 1440. In 1207 it was 
the scene of the Minstrels' Contest immortalised by 
Wagner in Tannha:user. Here Luther, under the 
name of Junker Jorg, was given refuge by Fred
erick of Saxony, and finished his famous New 
Testament translation later published by Erasmus. 
Many Luther relics are prese;:ved in the Castle, 
which was recently restored by the Grandduke 
Charles Alexander of Saxe-Weimtr. 

Gibraltar, Europa Point, Gibraltar S.G. 125. The 
name G:braltar is a cor;:uption of Gebel Tariq, or 
Hill of Tariq, who was a Berber of Ceuta who 
crossed the strait on a plundering expedition, sent 
by the African Viceroy of the Caliph of' Damascus 
in 711. Landing at what is now Algeciras across 
the Bay of Gibraltar, Tariq set up a fortress. 
Europa Point is the southe::-nmost tip of Gibraltar, 
only 11½ miles from Africa. Note the lighthouse 
on the extremity. The peninsula has often been 
besieged, most notably in 1779-83, when it was 
heroically and successfully defended by Sir George 
Elliot, afterwards Lord Heathfield. See the Elliot 
Monument in the 2s. of 1938. 

Victoria, Great Britain S.G. 2h. The penny 
black, taken from Wyon's famous medallion, ranks 
very high in the world's stamp designs. As boys 
we swapped them freely for the more gaudy items 
but the demand has remained large enough to 
force the price up. Queen Victoria's reign of 64 
years, the longest in English history, was also one 
of the most eventful and progressive. The same 
kind of profile was in use throughout, in Britain 
and the Colonies, though other portraits here and 
the:e appeared from time to time. The most im
pressive portrait of the Queen in her last years 
appears, not on a postage stamp, but on a dead 
Letter Office seal of Canada, as shown. 

St. George, Great Britain S.G. 438. Perhaps this 
hardly merits a place among portrait stamps, but 
the gallant St. George can hardly be omitted, and 
no authentic portrait of him exists. This is pe;:haps 
the supreme example of stamp-design in the chival
rous style of which the late Sir Bernard Partridge 
was the greatest modern exemplar. George was 
born in Cappadocia of noble Christian parents 
who gave him the best of training. Under Diocle
tian he rose to high milita:y rank. He sought a 
personal interview with the Emperor on the out
break of hostility against the Christians and for 
his bold profession of faith was arrested, tortured 
and martyred at Nicomedia. 

Athos, Simon Peter Monastery, Greece S.G. 545. 
The most westerly of the three peninsulas that jut 
out far into the sea in Macedon:a S.W. of Salonica 
is Mount Athos, and some twenty monasteries have 
been established here, all inhabited by Greek 
monks. The one shown is one of the largest and 
most impressive. The whole community is offici
ally named "The Holy Community of the Sacred 
Mountain," and in 1916 prepared for use some 
stamps-the Victory issue of 1913 and some Post
age Dues, overprinted with the community's name 
and in a few cases surcharged. They were never 
officially issued, but a few are known used. The 
regulations in these monastries are incredibly 
severe, for "not only are no women allowed to 
enter the peninsula ... but nothing female, even 
cat or hen, may be kept by the monks!" 

Guatemala, Guatemala S.G. 405. On October 
1, 1936, Guatemala issued a stamp showing the 
map of the territory. The boundaries were cor-

rectly shown-reading counter-clock-wise, Mexicc, 
Pacific, Salvador, Atlantic and British Honduras, 
which however it calls "Belice." Three years later, 
however, the same stamp was re-issued, but this 
time with a significant change in the map-British 
Honduras has been calmly annexed, even the 
word "Belice" has disappeared, and the only indi
cation of its existence is a thin line on the map 
which appropriately enough, appears to be made 
up of exclamation marks. This tweaking of the 
lion's tail, though provoking questions, was deemed 
unworthy of international action, but Guatemala's 
subsequent provocative conduct made it necessa:-y 
to send units of the Bdtish fleet to protect the 
territory of British Honduras. 

Tai Mahal, Agra, India S.G. 244. Perhaps the 
most nearly perfect work of art in the world. 
Buili by Shah Jehan in the 17th century as a 
memorial and mausoleum for his wife Mumtaz 
Mahal, it has been aptly described as "a tea::--drop 
of love." It is entirely of white marble, with a 
minaret at each corner. The tomb, in an inner 
chamber, is over 300 feet square and on a plat
form 18 feet high. Light is tempered by being 
admitted only through marble trellis-work of ex
quisite design. All the spandrels, angles, and 
important architectu;:al details are inlaid with pre
cious stones, agates, bloodstones, jaspers, etc. 
20,000 workmen were employed on it for 22 years. 

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, India S.G. 308. 
The most influential man of modern India. Repel
led from Christianity by unworthy representatives 
thereof he yet embodied many Christian ideals in 
his plan for India, and however open to a::-iticism 
many of his acts and pronouncements might be, 
no one could accuse him of self-seeking or vain
glory, for he lived a severly simple and abstem
ious life, often suffering for his beliefs, and was 
assassinated by a fanatic. 

Ctesiphon, Arch of Chosroes, Iraq S.G. 21. 
Ctesiphon lies on the left bank of the Tigris about 
25 miles S.E. of Baghdad. Founded by Varanes 
the Parthian, it was the winter residence of the 
Parthian kings and became their cap:tal. The 
Roman Emperor Severus captured it and took 
100,000 prisoners in 232, and the Arab general 
Sa'ad seized and sacked it in 637, since when lt 
has been an utte::- ruin, the only building surviving 
being the one shown, a part of the magnificent 
hali once 450 by 180 by 150 feet, which had a 
portico of 12 huge marble pillars. This arch, th~ 
Tak-i-Khesra (Arch of Chosroes), has a span of 
over 85 feet unsupported. Among the spoil taken 
by Sa'ad was a carpet 105 feet by 90. 

Giuseppe Garibaldi, Italy S.G. A37. The most 
romantic figure of the Italian Risorgimento. A 
simple sailor of Nice who was fired by reading 
the writings of Mazzini. Condemned to death for 
his part in the Genoa insurrection of 1834, he 
escaped to South America and fought for Brazilian 
independence. Eloped with and married the lovely 
Anita de Silva, who shared in his hardships and 
successes till her death in 1849, leaving three small 
children, Anita, Ricciotti and Menotti. Back in 
Italy, Garibaldi headed a band of volunteers again
st Austria but was again forced into exile, return
ing in 1854. Hu:led himself again into the struggle 
in 1859 with varying success, but lived to see Italy 
largely free. Retired to the Island of Caprera of 
which he became owner. 

Llandovery Falls, Jamaica S.G. 32. On paper 
wmk. Crown CC as no other paper would suit 
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the size of stamp. From a photo by Dr. James 
Johnston, it provoked a storm of criticism, one news
paper remarking that at any rate no forger could 
copy such a monstrosity. The Falls are among 
the pastures and pimento groves of St. Ann's 
I\:irish. Like many other falls it has its legend
of a Spanish don and an Arawak maiden who to 
escape his pursuit threw herself into the waters. 
He leaped after her and then both were over
whelmed and drowned by a sudden spate. The 
Indian legend goes on to say that the queer
shaped rock (seen above RY of "Llandove;:y") is 
the remains of the Spanish lover. 

Echternach, Dancing Procession. The amazing 
Dancing Procession which proceeds every Whit
Tuesday through the streets of Echternach, from 
the river to the church and up the 60 steps of 
the church to the church doors. At the rive:-side 
the Prussian Archbishop of Trier and his German 
followers are met by the Luxemburg procession and 
Archbishop. The dancers parade through the 
streets and finally dance up the church steps, two 
steps forwa:-ds, one step back. To take part in 
the procession is said to be a cure for many ills 
(strangely enough St. Vitus' Dance is one of them!) 
but it is such a strenuous undertaking that doubts 
must arise. While dancing, the Luxemburgeois sing 
St.Willibrord's hymn, and the Germans an old 
German hymn. 

Mnaidra, Phoenician Temple, Malta S.G. 208. 
Malta has a kaleidoscope history and in the 15th 
century before Ch::ist was in the hands of the 
Phoenicians. Remains of their temples and other 
buildings have been found all over the island. This 
ruined temple was discovered near Urendi in the 
south. To-day it is a favourite spot for excursions. 
After the Phoenician period the island passed to 
Carthage and then to Rome. 

St. Paul, Malta S.G. 231. Paul traveller, Roman 
citizen, Christian statesman and the greatest theo
logian of the Church. Involved in a legal action 
by his persecutors in Palestine, he became so dis
gusted with the long-delayed justice of the courts 
that he appealed to Caesar and was sent to Rome. 
Luke's description of his sea-journey and its perils 
and adventures · in Acts 27 and 28 is one of the 
classic stories ·of literature. Paul's ship was wreck
ed and destroyed off the coast of Malta, but ,nl 
escaped with their lives, coming ashore at the 
spot now named _St. Paul's Bay, and a small island 
hard by is called St. Paul's Island. Here the 
statue of the heroic apostle, here seen, has been 
e~ected. The snake and fire refer to a thrilling 
incident related in Acts 28: 1-6. 

Amsterdam, Nieuwe Kerk, Netherlands S.G. 669. 
Commenced 1408. Many of the rulers of the 
Netherlands have been crowned here, including 
Wilhelmina in 1898, and her daughter Juliana, 
exactly 50 years later. It contains a fine carved 
pulpit and monuments to Admiral De Ruyter and 
Netherland's greatest poet, Vondel, whose statue 
stands in the park near by that bears his name. 
The World Council of Churches held their first 
gathering here in 1948, the greatest ever in the 
Christian Church o"f recent centuries. 

(To be continued) 

CANADA 

A lOc. was dU:e on 2 October representative of 
the fur industry, showing an Indian woman hang
ing up beaver skins. 

Recent Arrivals & New Issues: 
1 Angola Phil. Exhibition Sheet 

8 Barbados Pictorial, lc.-24c. 

5 Do., obsolete, ½d. to 3d ...... . 

14 Belgium 1945 Railways, 10c.-20frs., used 

7 Canada Reconstruction, 7c.-1 dollar, used 

6 Canada Do., latest commemos., used 

13 Comores Archipelago, cpl. 

3 Brazil 1950 Football, cpl. ........ . 

6 France 1950, Danton, Robespierre, etc., cpl. 

1 Greece 1950, Hippocrates ....................... . 

4 Germany East, Bach cpl. m. or u. 

10 Germany East, Academy, cpl., m. or u. 

4 Germany East, Pres. Pieck, cpl., m. or u. 

5 Iceland 19/8, Mt. Hekla ..... . 

6 Italy 1947 Radio, cpl., used 

4 Italy, Holy Year, cpl. ............... . 

8 Ital. East Africa 1938, Augustus, cpl. 

8 Mexico 1950 Rails and Roads, cpl. 

15 Netherlands 1940/47 5c.-1G., used ... 

5 Netherlands 1950 Reconstruction, cpl. 

5 Netherlands 1950 "Churches in War," cpl. 

5 Nicaragua Sports ........... . 

8 Nice 1950 Pictorial to 1/-

2 Norway 1950 Polio, cpl. ..... . 

4 Philippines Roosevelt, cpl sheet 

1 Saar Ottweiler, m. or u ................ . 

12 San Marino 1947 Reconstruction. cpl. 

11 Serbia 1942 Monasteries, cpl. .................... . 

5 Spanish Morocco, Tuberculosis ...... . .. . 

2 Turkey 1950 Youth, cpl. ....................... . 

9 Vatican 1942/44 Pris. of War, cpl. 

4/6 

3/9 

1/6 

2/6 

3/9 

1/6 

14/6 

3/6 

3/9 

1/-

1/6 

1/6 

1/9 

3/6 

2/6 

3/-

2/6 

3/6 

1/9 

2/6 

2/6 

1/-

4/9 

1/9 

8/6 

1/-

2/

l/9 

2/-

1/9 

1/6 

13 Wurttenberg 1947, cpl. ................. . . .... 1/6 

All mint, unless otherwise stated. 

Cash with order. Post free. 

A. Lichtenstein 
B.P.A. 

BOX 576 BLOEMFONTEIN. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

October, 1950. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 165 

JOIN THE 

FRENCH PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

A non-profit organisation. 

"Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

Members are entitled to receive the Society 
Bulletins, which contain studies and informa
tion from prominent Collectors and Specialists 
A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
Agency, suBgn~ie;1e:i }!~~e~a?~e.France and 

Membership: 
Admission Fee, 11/6; Annual Dues, 5/9. 

Remittances for Membership can be forwarded 
in South African currency to the "South 

African Philatelist," Johannesburg. 

For additional information and application 
form write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
Universite de Montreal 
Montreal -- Canada 

Cape of Good Hope 

Mint triangular blocks of 

four. 

1863 1 d. carmine 
4d. dark blue 
6d. mauve 

£55 
£75 
£80 T 1 /- emerald £225 

All other Capes in stock. 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
B.P.A. 

FAIRWAYS, MONA CRESCENT 

NEWLANDS C.P. SOUTH AFR!CA. 

WANT LISTS. 

During 50 years of fair trading, we 
have accumulated a comprehensive stock 
of British Colonial and Foreign Stamps 
- especially strong in Australasia, Brit
ish West Indie3, France and Colonies 
and King George VI issues of all Colo
nies. 

A Want List by any Standard Cata, 
logue, will receive prompt and careful 
attention. New clients, kindly send trade 
references. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED, 

86, Strand, London, W.C.2. 
England. 

SEYCHELLES 
Numbers by S.G. Catalogue. 

37 ....... 16/6 74 ............ 6/- 108 ............ 7d. 
38 .. 10/- 75 ............ 6/6 109 ...... 1/3 
41 ..... 1/9 78 ...... 9d. 110 ...... 1/6 
43 ...... 1/6 79 ...... lOd. 113 ...... 2/6 
44 ......... 1/6 81 ............ 2/- 114 ............ 2/-
45 ······ 4/6 82 .......... 3/- 115 ........ 2/-
47 ..... 10/- 85 . . ..... 4/3 116 ······ ...... 3/9 
48 ..... 10/- 87 ..... 6/3 118 ......... 9/-
53 ..... 3d. 89 ... 2d. 119 ........ 9/-
54 . .... Gd. 90 . . ... 4d. 120 . . ... 22/6 
55 ...... 1/- 92 .... 1/3 121 ...... 2d. 
56 ...... 3/- 94 ...... 1/3 122 ..... 4d. 
57 ... 3/- 95 .. 2/- 122a ........... 3/3 
58 .... 6/3 96 . . ..... 2/6 123 .. .. 4d. 
60 .... 6/3 97 ..... 2/6 123a .... 1/-
64 .... 3/9 98 ····· 3/6 124 ......... 1/-
66 .. 5/- 100 .. . ..... 3/9 125 ······ ...... 1/6 
67 .... Gd. 100a ...... 3/9 127 2/3 
68 lOd. 105 2d. 128 
72 3/6 106 .... 4d. to 10/6 
73 ... 3/6 107 . ... Sd. 131 

Selections of British Colonials willingly sent 
on approval. 

P. 0. V. WARREN, 
38 Lancaster Garden, Clacton-on-Sea. 
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South African T.P.O.'s 
Old and New 

By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 
( Continued from page 89 of June issue) 

T.P.O.s AS AT END OF 1948 

Since 1919 there have only been two services 
operating and they are actually separately named 
halves of one continuous run f:om Cape Town to 
Johannesburg and vice versa via De Aar, Naauw
poort and Bloem:ontein. 

From Cape Town to De Aar, a distance of 50 I 
mile:;,, the service is termed the Western T.P.O and 
is operated by two cle:ks end a mail porter. From 
Cape Town to D0 Aar is called "Down," this being 
railway, not geographical terminology. The reverse 
direction is "Up.' 

The Transvaal T.P.0. operates from De Aar to 
Johannesburg, a distance of 537 miles and is 
worked by three derks and a mail porter. From 
De Aa..: to Johannesburg the terminology of the 
T.P.O. is "North." in the oppo&ite direction it is 
called "South." 

The frequency of both services is six times per 
week. 

The offices are accommodated in articulated 
units or th9 South African Railways, built to speci-

fications supplied by the Post Office. Each office 
measures 91 feet in length by 9 ft. 3 in. in width. 
Each ls divided into a sorting office and storage 
section and for the accompanying illustration of 
the former I am indebted to the South African 
Ruilways for a photograph. An accompanying 
photoqraph of the stowage section is not ,:-epro
duced as it is practically just an empty van. 

It may be asked what useful purpose do these 
T.P.O.s serve and why do they not travel by the 
more direct route between Cape Town and Johan
nesburg, i.e., via Kimberl;;,y and Fourteen Streams? 
The answer is twofold: 'l) They relieve the sort
ing staff ut the head offices in Cape Town and 
Johannesburg of quite a lot of work in sorting mail 
for the different districts of these two cities and for 

'f the areas surrounding them; (2) quite a lot of mail 
is pick&d up en route and sorted, especially on the 
"Transvaal" section, and that is why an extra 
clerk is employed on that section. There would 
not be nearly so much intermediate mail picked 
up if the run were via Kimberley. 

POSTMARKS OF THE WESTERN T.P.O 
The cam.:elle~s used by the six teams working 

this section are numbered 1 to 6, but there are 
several different types of marks. All are double 
circle marks of 29-30 mm. diarr,eter with the date 
in one line across the centre, cutting the inner 
circle in the case of Nos. I and 6 but not in the 
others. Nos. 1-4 and No. 6 are bilingual with one 
of the language versions upside down vis-a-vis 
the date line. All are diffe'!"ent from those des-
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cribed as in use in 1940 in my orig;nal article. 
The UP and DOWN runs are distinguished by 

there being "UP or "DN" at the end of the date 
line. 

No. 1, "WESTERN T.P.O./1" on top, ''WESTE
UKE R.P.K./1" below. Letters about 1.75 mm. 
in height (see Fig 4) 

Fig. 4. Fig. 5. 

No. 2. ''WESTERN T.P.O./WESTELIKE R.P.K." in 
l8tters 3 mm. high; "2" between the upper and 
lower lettering, opposite the ends of the date line. 
No. 3, Letters 4 mm. high. Wording_ as in No. 2 
but "WESTELIKE R. P. K.'' is at the top vis-a-vis 
:he date, although the "3s" are upside down re
lative to the dote (see Fig 5). 

No. 4. Arrangement as in No. 3 but lette~s only 
3 mm. high. 

No. 5, Uniiingual "WESTERN /T.P.O. 5," with 
stars between the upper and the lower lettering. 

No. 6, Like No. 1, with "6" in place of "l." 

PCSTMARKS OF THE TRANSVAAL T.P.O. 

These are an even more heterogeneous lot than 
those o~ the Western sectiun. They are given in 
what are probably, but r~ot certainly, the pairs 
held by the six teams operating this service. They 
are all unilingual marks, m Englsih, and all a:-e 
double circle marks with the date in one line 
across the centre. 

1 (a~ 32 mm. diam. "T.P.O. SOUTH/ l" with 
heavy. lonq, ::urved bars between upper and lower 
letterinq. "SOUTH I AFRICA" in centre above and 
bel0w date; (b), 26 mm. diam. "T.P.O. NORTH" 
(no nun2ber). 

2 (a), 26 mm. diam. "T.P.O. SOUTH/2," with 
l;ght. short, curved bars between upper and lower 
lettering. (This mcr.k is lopsided. It looks as 1f 
there: should be something between the end of 
"S01;th" arid the bar to the right of "2"; but there 
isn't.) (b), 26 mm. diam. "T.P.O. NORTH/2" (n::-> 
bars\ (This mark is quite symmetrical.) 

3 (a). 26 mm. diam. "T.P.O. South/3"; (b), 26 
,nm. d:am. "T.P.O. _/NORTH/3." 

1 (a), 33-4 mm. diam. "TRANSVAAL / T.P.O. 
SOUTH.4.'' Medium length, heavy, curved bars 
opposite ends of date line, which cuts inner circle.· 
(b), 33-4 mm. diam. "TRANSV AAL/T.P.O. NORTH 
5," with similar bars and broken inner circle. 

5 (a}, 29 mm. diam. "TRANSVAAL T.P.O. 
SOUTH/7"; (b) 29 mm. diam. "TRANSVAAL T.P.O. 
NORTH/7." 

6 (a), 26 mm. diam. "TVL. T.P.O. SOUTH" (no 
number); (b), 31-2 mm. diam. "TRANSVAAL T.P.O. 
NORTH / 9." 
Nos. 1 (a), 3 (a), 5 (a) and (b) were in use in 1940, 
but not the others, although there were Nos. 1 and 
2 of type 4 (b) and a No. 6 of type 4 (a). 

There appear, however, to have been other 

changes between 1940 and 1948, for Mr. Norman 
Hill recently sent me tracings of several marks 
obtained in that period and not occurring either 
in my original list or in the above. These are: 

(a) A 26 mm. mark line like 5 (a) but with num
be:- "9.'' 

(b) A 33 mm. mark like 4 (a) but with number 
"5" (4 (b) is the corresponding NORTH 5 mark). 

(c) A 26 mm. mark with "TRANSVAAL/T.P.O. 
NORTH 10" and dots between upper and lower 
lettering. · 

(d) A Bilingual mark of 32 mm. diam. inner 
circle broken by the date line, with "TRANSVAAL 
'T.P.O. NORTH-R.P.K. NOORD." 

And now, with the regrets propet to the pass
ing of old friends, I must put FINIS to South African 
T.P.O.s. I little thought when I started this article 
that it would end up as an epitaph, but so it is. 

Apparently, although they have been serving a 
useful purpose, the postal authorities consider they 
are too expensive, especially since the railways 
have indicated that their charges for running the 
T.P.O. vans would have to be increased. 

Be that as it may, the Western T.P.O. came off 
the road at the end of May, 1950, and the Trans
vaal T.P.O. at the end of June. 

REVIEWS 
Stanley Gibbons priced catalogue of K.G.VI stamps. 

1951 edition, price 3/6d., postage 3d. 
391 Strand, London W.C. 2. 

These stamps have been re-instated in their 
Part 1 (British Empire) catalogue, but this separate 
issue is to be continued for the convenience of the 
many collectors who limit themselves to stamps of 
the present reign. It contains also some stamps 
issued in the previous reign, but which continued 
for a considerable period into the present one; 
such items are starred and it is up to individual 
collectors to decide whether or not they wish to 
include them in their scope. 

It does not pretend to be a specialised catalogue, 
merely a guide for the ordinary collector. There 
are numerous price alterations since the edition of 
ten months earlier; many obsolete stamps are up, 
but there are a considerable number of reductions 
in current issues. 

Over 600 items have been added. 
Thiande's Catalogue of the stamps of France. 

French Colonies, Ando:rra, Monaco, Sarre. 
1951 Editor; H. Thiaude, 24 Ree de 4 Septem
bre, Paris 2c . Price 120 fr. 

This catalogue might well be regarded as the 
B:ble for all collectors specialising in the countries 
covered by it. That it is in French should be f?.O 
obstacle, as the many little b:ts of info~mation 
which are not obtainable, in any catalogue publish
ed in English, are easily followed and should be 
most useful to any moderately advanced collector_ 
The prices reflect those obtaining in France, many 
are from IO% to 20% down on the last edition, 
although the rarer items maintain their price levels 
or even are somewhat higher. 

SEYCHELLES 
Whitfield King & Co. repo~t that a new issue 

has been announced. The Coco de-mer, Tortoise 
and Pirogue designs are to be retained, with two 
new designs added, Sail-fish and Map. 

EIRE 
Three stamps, 2}d., 3d. and 9d. were scheduled 

for issue on 11th September to commemorate Holy 
Year. Main feature of des:gn is a statue of St. 
Peter. 
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O.V.S. "ORANGE TREE" 
Ap:-opos of Mr. Pienaar's article last month, 

proving from documentary evidence that the orange 
tree on the stamps of the Orange Free State was 
not" meant to be an orange tree, but just "a tree'' 
we have studied an illust:-ation of the Great 
Seal of the Orange Free State. It is quite clear 
here that the tree shows no sign of oranges, but 
is just "a tree". The sheep are emblematic of 
patience (Geduld) and the very fierce looking lion 
of courage (Moed). 

NORTHERN RHODESIA 

Mobile Post Office 

The Philatelic Magazine 
(estab. 1875) 

is your illustrated gu'.de to world 
collecting ! 

Annual sub.: I 0/-. 

Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD., 
445 1 Strand, London, W.C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 
R. OSBORNE, P.O. Box 6710, 

Johannesburg. 

NETHERLANDS 

. A mobile P.O., whose inception seems to have 
escaped notice till now when it has been recorded in the Philatelic Adviser by Mr. Norman Hill. The 
service started on 28 June, 1948, is based on Fort 
J~meson and gives a daily service of almost full 
post office facilities in the rural areas around Fort 
Jameson. The special date stamp is a double-circle 
mark of 26 mm. diameter with "Mobile Post Office 
No. l" at the top and "Northern Rhodesia" in 
much smaller type at the bottom. 

ISRAEL 

We omitted to state in our last issues that first
day covers with the Air Mail and New Year 
stamps had been received from the Philatelic Ser
vices of the Dept. of Posts and Telegraphs. 

It is announced that stamps are to be issued 
for use on correspondence from the International 
Court of Justice in the "Van Krirnpen" design, 
value 2 and 4 cents. They will be inscribed 
(not overprinted) "Cour Internationale de Justice" 
at the foot and will not be available in unused 
condition to the general public (an uproar may 
be expected from collectors over this prohibition. 
Ed.). 

An 80 pruta stamp depicting a Sprinter is to be 
issued during the period of the Maccabiah, 27 
September-IO October. 

All Queen Wilhelmina stamps have been demone
tised, but such stocks as remain will be on sale 
at philatelic certres until Octobe~, 1951. 

The 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 
Published Monthly by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. 

All Rights of Reproduction Reserved. 

HON. EDITOR: J. H. Harvey Pirie, P.O. Box 4012, Johannesburg. 
BUSINESS MANAGER: L. Buchen, P.O. Box 4012, Johannesburg. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
Business and Advertising to be addressed to: 

L. BUCHEN, P.O. BOX 4012, JOHANNESBURG. 
SUBSCRIPTION: 8s. per annum post free to any·part of the world. 
CORRESPONDENCE: The columns of this Journal are open to correspondence on 
subjects of Philatelic Interest. In particular, the Editor, will be pleased to receive 
information regarding new issues, discoveries of errors and varieties, etc. 

ADVERTISING TARIFF: 
Page £5 0 0 per insertion 1 Page 0 15 0 per insertion 8 

I Page 2 12 6 per insertion 2 
¼ Page I 7 6 per insertion 1/16 Page 0 10 0 per insertion 

Less 5 per cent. for 6 insertions. Less IO per cent. for 12 insertions. 

Small prepaid Advertisements: 3d. per word per insertion. 

-I 
I 
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JOHANNESBURG PHllATHIC EXHIBITION 
OCTOBER 23rd-28th, 1950 

Selborne Hall, President Street 
ADMISSION:- Adults 1/-; Children 6d. 

NO PASS OUTS. 

SEASON TICKETS are available at 5/- for adults and 2/6 for 
children. These may now be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, 
Philatelic Society of Johannesburg, P.O. Box 4967, Jchannesburg. 

SPECIAL SOUVENIR ENVELOPES: As only a limited quantity havo 
been printed, those requiring these envelopes, which are in two 
colours, should immediately order them from the Hon. Secretary. 

Also on sale during the Exhibition. 

PRICES: Size 9in. x 4in., 4d. each, or 3/6 per dozen 
Size 6in. x 3in., 3d. each, or 2/6 per dozen 

Now available and also at the Exhibition, ILLUSTRATED EXHIBITION 
CATALOGUES. Price 1/-, post free 1/3. 

If these envelopes are addressed and stamped with the proper postage, they may be sent in to 
the Hon. Secretory for posting at the Exhibition, where a special cancaller will be used. The 
Society" does not, however, hold itself responsible for any loss or damage to envelopes sent in. 

The following functions have been arranged in connection with the Exhibition. As the number 
of persons for each function will be limited those wishing tc attend should send in their names to · 
the Hon. Secretary immediately. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24th:. Morning visit to the Government Printing Works, Pretoria. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25th: Evening visit to the Africana Museum to view tne Cunle Collec

tion of Transvaal. Tea will be served. 

TUESDAY AND THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24th and 26th: Morning tour of the Johannesburg Post 

Office, in parties of 25. 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY, OCTOBER 23rd to 27th: Visit to the Star ·Offices to see the printing 

of the "Star." 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28th: Congress and Exhibition Banquet at the Carlton Hotel at 7.30 p.m. 

Admission 30/- per head. Dress Optional. 

iii 
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/ / 
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 

The 

At Auction 
NOVEMBER 6th and 7th, 1950 

Souvenir Catalogues with many superb illustrations 
( including one plate in full colour) price 2/- by 

Sea and 5/- by Air Mail. 

List of Prices Realised, I/- each. 

Magnificent 
of T riangulars 

Collection 
. . . 

OFFERED BY ORDER OF 

D. ALAN STEVENSON 
B.Sc., F.R.S. ( Edin.), M.I.C.E., 

OF EDINBURGH 

This remarkable Collection which includes gre~t 
rarities ex "Ferrari," "Hind" and "Riesco", opens with 
Die Proofs followed · by a wonderful range of the 
issued s+amps, with many blocks, strips, covers, unusual 

post-marks, shades, etc. 

Rarities include 1885 6d. pale rose-lilac and 1/- dark 
green in mint blocks of eighteen-"Woodblocks," Id. 
vermilion, mint and used pairs; Id. carmine, a used 
block of four; 4d. grey-blue, a used pair; 4d. deep 
blue, a glorious single and 4d. blue, an unused pair. 

"Woodblock" ERRORS include both shades of the Id. 
and two copies of the 4d. vermilion; also another 4d. 
in a block of four and two copies of the 4d. carmine. 

There are also four examples of the "retouch." 

DE LA RUES are represented by large blocks. The 
famous Collection of "Re-entries and Constant Marks" 
( which was awarded a· silver-gilt medal at the recent 

London Exhibition) is offered as one lot. 

H. R. Harmer 
AND AT 

NEW YORK 

International_ Stamp Auctioneers 
39 - 42 NEW BOND- STREET 

LO N 0 0 N'., W . I . Eng I a n d 

Cables; 'PHISTAMSEL, LONDON." 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 

© Published by the Phila, eli{Fe~era,tion / ~f So~thern Africa. Sole Whol;·sale Distributors: Central News Agency, 

Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Prompt Printing Co. ( P:ty.), Ltd., 7 Harris Street, Westgate, Johannesburg. 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
PHILATELIST 

Price 9d. 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Registered at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper. Price 9d. 

Vol. 26. No. 11. NOVEMBER, 1950. Whole No. 308. 

Our Busi11ess 
Our business was founded in 1920 and the raison 

d'etre of our existence is to provide the main chan
nel through which fine and rare old stamps may 
be bought and sold with confidence. 

Stamps can be bought and sold in four ways -
for cash, by private treaty, by auction and by bar
ter. The last ls necessary while the present currency 
restrictions prevail but is archaic and inconvenient. 

In spite ot the times, London remains the world's 
chief market for fine postage stamps, but it is to 
deal with special local conditions that we have 
branches of our auction house in Bournemouth and 
in Philadelphia as well as an agency in Australia 
and in India. . 

Because of the human angle and broad appeal, 
auction has become the most popular method of 
selling fine postage stamps, Our auction catalogues 
are considered to be the best in the world. The de
tailed descriptions, the specialist "handbook" cata
logues (which often become works of reference 
on seome obscure aspect of philately), the special 
study of postal history and the coloured illustra
tions put these publications in a class by themselves. 
Samples of these catalogues are available on appli
cation to any of our offices. 

If it is possible for you to sell in England or the 
United States - you cannot do better than sell 
through THE QUALITY STAMP AUCTIONS. 

Tl1e Quality Stan1p A11ctions 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
Head Office : 

so PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1 

Tele phone: . Trafalgar 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London." 

Also at BOURNEMOUTH - PHILADELPHIA - ·MELBOURNE - BOMBAY. 

II 
!! 

II 
11 
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A NICE RANGE AT MODERATE PRICES TO SUIT THE POCKET OF THF. 
MEDIUM COLLECTOR . 

• 
GREAT BRITAIN 1887-92. Values to 1/-. Cat. £2/5/- ........................................................... . 

1902-10. Values to 1/-. Cat. £5/17/- ........................................................................... . 
1912-22. Values to 1/-. Cat. £3/6/-............................................................................. . 

£1 2 b 
£2 18 6 
£1 13 0 

BASUTOLAND 1933. ½d. to 1/-. Catalogue £1/6/10 ..................................................... . £0 13 0 

BECHUANALAND 1914-24. 5/- deep carmine S.G. 90. Cat. £1/15/- ............................. . £1 0 0 
1932. ½d.-1/-. Catalogue 19/9 .................................................................................. .. £0 9 6 

BR. SOLOMON ISLANDS 1939. 4½d. S.G.66. Cat. £1 ........................................................... . £0 10 0 

KENYA 1907-08. lc.-75c. Complete S.G.33-41. Cat. £2/3/6 ............................................... . £1 I 0 

LEEWARD ISLANDS 1938. 1/- S.G.I0lb. Catalogue 15/- : .......................................................... . £0 7 6 

NEWFOUNDLAND 1933. Gilbert lc.-32c. S.G.236-249. ,Catalogue £14 ....................... . £7 0 0 

NEW ZEALAND 1933. Health ·s.G.553 . .Catalogue £1 .......................................................... .. to 10 0 

NIGERIA 1936. 3d. Rare Perf. S.G.38a. Catalogue £7 ........................................................... . £"3 10 0 

RHODESIA 1898-08. ½d.-2/6. S.G.75-85. Catalogue £2 .......................................................... .. 
1909, }d.-1/- S.G. 100-107. Catalogue £1/6/- .................................................... .. 
1913-22. DIE 11 2d.-1/- S.G. 219-232. Catalogue £4/6/- ......................................... . 

DIE Ill 2d.-1/- S.G. 256-272a. Catalogue £5/8/6 ................................... . 
WHITE PAPER 2d.-1/- S.G. 291-300. Catalogue £2/18/- ....................... . 
PERF. 15 2d.-1/- S.G. 312-317. Catalogue £4/9/- ............................. . 

£1 0 0 
£0 12 6 
£2· 2 6 
£2 12 '1 
£1 7 b 
£2 2 6 

SIERRA LEONE 1933. WILBERFORCE ½d.-1/- S.G. 168-176. Catalogue £4/6/6 ........... . £2 5 0 

SOUTH AFRICA 1913°-22. 1/3 Violet S.G.20. Catalogue 7/6 ......................................... . 
1933. Voortrekker S.G.50-53. Catalogue £1/10/- ..................................................... . 

£0 4 6 
£0 15 0 

SOUTHERN NIGERIA 1912. }d.-1/-. S.G.43-50. Catalogue 32/6 .................................. .. £0 15 0 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA 1924-29. ½d.-1/- S.G. 1-10. Catalogue £1/17/- ............................. . £0 18 6 

SOUTH WEST AS:Rl,CA 1923-4 £1 S.G.2]. Catalogue £12 .................................................... .. £6 0 0 

0 
A CORDIAL INVITATION IS EXTENDED TO ALL COLLECTORS WHO MAY INSPECT A VERY 
FINE RANGE OF MINT COLONIALS AT THEIR LEISURE, IN COMFORTABLE SURROUNDING~. 
ENQUIRIES WILL RECEIVE PROMPT COURTEOUS ATTENTION. A MONTHLY PRICE LIST AND 

COMMENTARY IS AVAILABLE POST-FRE.E ON APPLICATION . 

• 
JOHN MENDELSSOHN 

25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, Commissioner Street, 
JOHANNESBURG 

Box No. 1607. Hours I 0.30 a.m.-2.30 p.m. 
Office 33-8494. 

Phones: R ·d 43 1519 es1 ence - . 
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Union Notes 
SUB-EDITOR: Mr. W. N. Sheffield, 

Box 99, Cleveland, Transvaal. 

RECENT PRINTINGS. 
The Publicity Officer of the Department of 

Posts and Telegraphs has kindly supplied the 
following information covering the period from 
the 14/6/50 to the 26/9/50. For the previous list 
see our August 1950 issue, page 118. 
Ordinary Pictorial Stamps. 

-½d.-Job No. 5134 contd. No additions to the, 
information given in the August list 

1d.-J ob No. 2810 contd. On an order for 
750,000 sheets x 240, deliveries to date amount 
to 584,850 sheets printed from cylinders 6A and 
6B; and 179,500 sheets from the new (all-screen
ed) cylinders 76 Interior and 14 Exterior. Date 
of first delivery of the new printing-5/9/50. 

1M.-Job No. 5301 contd. On an order for 
200,000 sheets x 240 the delivery to date amounts 
to 128,658 sheets. Cylinders 6931A and 6931 B 
as before. 

2d.-J ob No. 12995 contd. Order for 1,000,000 
sheets x 240. A total of 433,3-+0 sheets delivered 
to elate from same cylinders as before - No. 
6927 Interior and No. 50 Exterior. Date of first 
delivery 18/ 4/50. 

4.d.-Job No. 1888. Order for 100,000 sheets 
x 120. A total of 97,750 sheets delivered cluring 
the period 4/7/50 to 13/7/50. Old cylinder No. 
19. 

6<l.-Job No. 700 contd. The information given 
on page 49 of our April issue should be amended 
to read as follows :-
(a) On an order for 100,000 sheets x 2-1-0, the 

number supplied since the 14/7/49 amounted 
to 15,750 sheets. Cylinders No. 9 Interior 
and No. 6935 Exterior as before. 

(b) On the same order, 37,278 sheets hav~ been 
delivered since the 15/12/49 from new cylin
ders (all-screened) Nos. 6930 Interior and 
6 Exterior. Total supplied on Order No. 
700 up to the 1/3/50= 53,028 sheets. 

6d.-Job No. 700 contd. Number of sheets 
supplied from the nevv (all-screened) cylinders 
Nos. 6930 Interior and 6 Exterior during th? 
period 15/12/ 49 to 31/8/50 amounted to 85,278. 
Total deliveries on this order as at the 26/9/50 
= rn1,028 sheets. 

1/--Job No. 5303 contd. A total of 153,56o 
sheets x 120 delivered since th~ 30/12/ 49 on an 

order for 150,000 sheets from the same cylin
ders Nos. 6926 Interior and 6935 Exterior. 
Roll Stamps. 

Jd.-Job No. 10070 contd. On orders for (a) 
6,000 rolls x 1012 stamps and (b) 5,000 rolls x 
506 stamps, the numbers supplied to elate sine~ 
the 23/5/50 a~10unt to (a) 3,780 rolls and (b) 
3,900 rolls. Printed from a. one colour cylinder 
No. 6045 as before. 

:rd.-J ob No. 1885. On orders for (a) 6,000 
rolls x 1012 stamps and (b) 6,000 rolls x 506 
stamps, the numbers delivered to date amount 
to (a) 1,380 rolls and (b) 1,600 rolls. Printed 
from one colour cylinder No. 24 as before. First 
deliveries 17/8/50. 
Postage Due Stamps. 

1d.-J ob No. 2755. Order for 15,000 sheets x 
60: First deliv~ry 1/8/50 and 20,400 x 6o sup
phe~ up. to 3/8/50. Cylinders 39 Interior and 
33 Exterior as before. 
Air Letter Cards. 

6d.-J ob No. 6198 contd. Further to the in
form~tion given i1_1 the August list, the number 
supplied from cylmcler No. 18 now amounts to 
1,421,400 sheets of 4 letter cards and on the 
order for four million, the total deliveries from 
the three cylinders Nos. 40, 27 and 18 is given 
:!s 4,.4-49,?,00 sheets of 4 ca.rds per sheet. 

Off1c1al Stamps. 
The following quantities, supplied by the 

Postmaster-General, were overprinted OFFI
CIAL/OFFISIEEL on a flat bed machine from 
NEW PROCESS BLOCKS and delivered on 
the 29/6/50, in the case of the Id., and on the 
4/7/50 for all the other values. 

1d.-499 sheets x 240; 2d.-499 sheets x 240; 
6d.-299 sheets x 240; 1/--299 sheets x 120; 
2/6-299 sheets x 60; rn/--99 sheets x 6o. 

Union Standard Catalogue. 
Work on the new edition of the Union Stan

dard Catalogue has commenced and with the 
able assistance of the manv enthusiasts who 
have kindly offered their ser~ices there is even' 
indication of the new printing appearing earfr 
in 1952. Any items of information consiclere~l 
by readers as likely to be worthy of inclusion in 
the revised catalogue should be addressed to 
the Hon. Secretary of the sub-committee, Mr. 
Sam Legator, P.O. Box 333, Br.tkpan, Trans
vaal, South Africa. 

Now that the National Exhib:tion is over, 
\\·ill all who have offered to write the various 
sections make an effort to get their articles 
ready and let 1f r. Legator have same as soon 
as possible. 
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Further Notes on the Id. All-screened Pictorial 
Stamp. 

Recording the appearance of the new all
screened Id. pictorial stamp at the Cape Town 
Central Post Office, and also the Maitland 
Post Office, on the 3rd of October 1950, Mr. 
A. H. Sydow notes that the new cylinders num
bered "14" and "76" were etched from carbon 
tissues printed from the same diapositives as 
the previous cylinders numbered "6A" and 
"6B". Therefore the prominent "Sky flaw" -
Row 2 No. 5 - also appears on the vignettes of 
cylinder "76", but with the difference, of course, 
that in the case of the "6A" printing the flaw 
appears unscreened whereas on cylinder "76" 
it is screened. 

He adds that the new cylinders are screened 
with cross-lines and that the numerals "76" 
and "14", denoting the vignette and frame cylin
ders respectively, emanate from Ludlow Tenpo 
Type. The number "76", printed in the same 
colour as the vignettes, is opposite the 12th 
stamp of row 19 and the "q" - in the same 
colour as the frame - is opposite the 12th 
stamp of row 20. 

Change in the Union Air Mail "Etiquettes". 
Mr. L. Buchen of Johannesburg has drawn 

our attention to a new air nuil "Etiquette" 
which made its appearance sometime in Septem
ber. The design has been changed and the 
"Speedbird" of the previous issue has given 
\\-ay to the "Flying Springbok" depicted on 
the stamp portion of the current 6cl. Air Letter. 

The inscriptions on the new label are in 
French, English and Afrikaans as before and 
the colours of white and blue are unchanged. 
Machine Cancellation in Purple Ink. 

A letter from Potgietersrust elated 16.VIII.50 
Ins been noted by Mr. S. J. Hagger of Alber
ton as bearing the slogan "POST EARLY FOR 
QUICK DELIVERY /POS VROEG VTR 
VROEE AFLEWERING" in purple ink in
stead of the more usual colour of black. 
The "Third" Rotogravure Printing of the Id. 

Roll Staanps-Die 11 with SUIDAFRIKA 
Anhyphenate. 

Writing in connection with these Id. roll 
stamps, Mr. A. H. Sydow' of Cape Town point~ 
out that up until now there has been no mention 
of their existence in either the "South African 
Philatelist" or the Union Standard Catalogue 
and he gives the following notes and sketches 
dealing with this !)articular printing. 

Prior to the "Third" issue, the First and 
Second printings appeared with the Die I 
frame plate design and unhyphenated SUID
AFRIKA from Master Negatives Nos. I and 2 
respectively and further particulars of these 
will be found in Mr. Sydow's paper entitled 
"Some Master Negative and Dia positive Indi
cations of the First Union Rotogravure Stamps 
-Die I," which was published in our October 
I9LI.Q number. 

The roll stamps from Die II were issued 
sometime towards the end of 1933 or the begin
ning of 1934 - about the same time as the 
sheets of the fi~st Id. hyphenated stamps ap
peared - and as it happened the colours of the 
Die II roll stamps were the same as those of 
the first hyphenated issue namely pale-grey and 
carmine. They differed however in the fact 

that the roll stamps emanated from the same 
diapositive as the sheet stamps of Plates Nos. 
8 and 8 which, of course, had the setting of 
SUIDAFRIKA in its unhyphenated form. 

The Plate No. 8 sheets were produced from 
a 240-set diapositive-20 rows by 12-and there
fore the use of the latter for all stamps made 
it necessary to add two extra rows of images 
to the cylinder in order to print twenty-two 
rows at each revolution. 

I 

Of 1/ 

i 
T 

r 
B 

S~etch Br. 

!:'--

Sketch Bi shows section of the Plate No. 8 
frame cylinder with the normal twenty horizon
tal rows of images separated by the space 

• (equal to two rows of images) for the top and 
bottom margins - indicated by ''T" and "B". 
One revolution of the cylinder printed two 
hundred and forty images in twenty horizontal 
rows of tvvelve. 

of ,, 

<Z 2, 
"-f. 3. 

S~etch B2. 

0-... 
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Sketch B2 represents a section of the roll 
stamp cylinder with the space previously sepa
rating the 1st and 20th rows now filled with 
two rows of images so that one revolution of 
the cylinder will print two hundred and sixty
four images. The operation of adding the two 
extra rows was carried out by first of all trans
£ erring the two hundred and forty images from 
the diapositive to the cylinder in the usual man
ner by means of the carbon tissue and acid 
etching process and then, also by the same pro
cess, transferring another two rows from the 
glass plate to the cylinder in order to fill the 
space originally intended for the top and bot
tom margins. And the two rows selected for 
this purpose have since been found to have 
emanated from Rows 3 and 4 of the diapositive 
so that we have Rows 22 and 21 of the printed 
sheet of stamps being the same as Rows 3 and 
4 respectively. 

This fact is borne out by a diapositive flaw 
which occurs twice on each 264-set sheet of roll 
stamps - once as a result of the imprints from 
Rows 3 and 4 and again from Rows 22 and 21. 
The position of the flaw and also that of a sepa
rate cylinder flaw, is described below and illus
trated in Sketch A. 

IS.U1Df:1FR\KA 

,,, 

I ~ ED DOT-D. 

Rt.') .t>o-r - C 

S~etch A. 

I. A flaw in the shape of a prominent red dot 
marked "D" - for Diapositive Flaw. This 
occurs on the sheets in the position Row 4 
No. 12, and on the roll, in the positions Row 
4 No. 12 and also Row 22 No. 12. The flaw 
is under the initial "A" of AFRIKA and 
above the top of the main mast. 

S~etch C. 

2. A flaw in the shape of a tiny red spot 
marked "C" - for Cylinder Flaw. This 
exists on the roll cylinder only and occurs 
on the stamp in the position Row 3 No. 12, 
but not on the item in Row 21 No. 12. 

Sketch C shows a Master N egat.ive Flaw in 
the form of a short white line at the foot of 
"I" of AFRICA which occurs on every fourth 
English inscribed stamp throughout the sh<:!ets 
of both the ordinary stamps and the Die II 
roll stamps. It is marked MN in the sketch. 

Marginal Arrows, "all-screened" Id. 

"' 
Last month it was mentioned that the margin

al arrows on the sheets of the recently issuec! 
all-'screened Id. had been changed. The illustra
tion shows the difference between the side one-..; 
and those at the top and bottom of the sheets. 

O.V.S. "ORANGE TREE." 

In our October issue we ref erred to the tree 
as depicted on the Great Seal of the O.V.S. 

The accompanying 
illustration shows 
that is is just "a 
tree", not an orange 
tree. 

INDONESIA. 

New stamps may be expected from here 
very soon. On 17th August the name of Indo
nesia was officially changed from "Republik 
Indonesia Serikat" (United States of Indonesia) 
back to_ i~,s earlier name .of simply "Republik 
Indonesia. 

It has been announced, however, that th'.'! 
small stock of Serikat stamps on hand will be 
used up. 
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Stamps with a Story 
By W. LOXLEY-CHAMINGS. 

(Cont. from page 164 of October issue.) 

66. Henry VII of England Newfoundland 
S.G.79. The highest denomination up to that 
time, and in very little demand, for in three 
months only 45,000 of a total printing of 100,000 
had been sold. 300 copies were overprinted for 
the Pinedo flight in 1927. Henry VII, first of 
the Tudor line, gave a charter for a voyage of 
discovery to the West to John Cabot, who, set
ting sail from Bristol in May 1497, reached 
Newfoundland, as this set witnesses. There being 
no available portrait of John Cabot, the 2c 
shows his son Sebastian. The avaricious king 
was not generous in his reward of John Cabot, 
for he gave only £10 from the Privy Purse and 
a pension of £20 a year to be paid out of the 
Customs revenue of the Port of Bristol. 

Francis Bacon, Newfoundland S.G.III, 
"Lord Bacon" is an error, for he was Sir Francis 
Bacon in 1610 (date on stamp), created Baron 
Verulam and Viscount St. Albans 162.1. Young
est son of Sir Nicholas Bacon, lawyer and 
statesman, he was Attorney-General to Eliza
beth and Lord Chancellor under James I. As 
a politician some of his acts were questionable 
but as a philosopher he was a profound thinker 
and brilliant writer. His sagacity was never 
more man if est than in his counsel in the various 
colonising schemes characteristic of the day, and 
the stamp well acclaims him as "the guiding 
spirit in colonization scheme." The first lit ho
graphic printing has an odd misprint-coloni
zation. 

Prince John, Newfoundland S.G.124. A stamp 
of charm and pathos. The engraver contrived to 
give the little hoy's face an air of wistful deli
cacy which was only too prophetic, for the 
young prince was only 13½ when he died. A 
very attractive gallery of child-portraits 011 
stamps can be shown, but none of greater appeal 
than this. 

George, Duke of Kent, Newfoundland 123. 
This Coronation portrait shows the late Duke 
at 8 years of age, the only stamp on which he 
figures. This portrait also has its pathos, for 
the Duke did not live to see his 40th birthday. 
His marriage to Princess Marina took place in 
1934, and they have two children. 

Atlantic Air Routes, Newfoundland S.G.194. 
A clever representation of pioneer Atlantic 
flights. These are, in chronological order: 

1. Haw,ker's unsuccessful attempt ...... ...... 1919 
2. Alcock's flight, St. Joh n's to Ireland 1919 
3. U.S. Navy Seaplanes, Trepassey to 

Azores ........................................................... . 
4. T ,indberg, New Yark to Paris ................. . 
"'· Di Pinedo, Trepassey to Azores ........... . 
6. Koehl. I re land to Greenlv Island ..... . 
7. Kingsford Smith, Ireland ·to Harbour 

Grace ..................................................... . 
).J'ote the four s,vastikas ! 

1919 
1927 
1927 
1928 

1930 

H umT>hrey Gilbert, Newfoundland S.G.236. 
A Devon man, half-brother to Walter Raleigh. 
The little house at Greenaway where he was 
horn has disappeared, but the family seat at 
Copton (2c) still stands, and is ~till owned by 

a Gilbert. After education at Eton (4c) and 
Oxford he entered on a military career, serving 
in France and Ireland, where he did so well 
that he was made Governor of Munster in 
1569 and a year later was knighted. Always ad
venturous, he was given a charter (7c) by 
Elizabeth (24c) in 1578 for colonising New
foundland (20c). Not till 1583 was all ready to 
sail from Plymouth (8c) and his small fleet 
sailed into St. John's Harbour (9c) on August 
3. Many of his riff-raff company wished to 
return home, and he lost his life in attempting 
to re-cross the Atlantic in his little craft Squir
rel (see coat of arms 3c) of IO tons. His last 
words were: "We are as near to heaven by sea 
as we are by land." (15c.). 

Truro Cathedral, Gilbert Statue, Newfound
land S.G.249. "One of the most important 
ecclesiastical buildings i'n England - a fine 
example of early English at its best period." 
Designer, Mr. Pearson, R.A. The South Aisle 
of the previous building has been ingeniously 
incorporated . Sir Humphrey holds a sextant, 
svmbolic of his adventurous seafaring life. 
1'ruro is a manufacturing city near Falmouth, 
Cornwall. 

Wilfred Thomason Grenfell, Newfoundland 
S.G.275_ Of a famous Devon family, he qualified 
as a doctor, and devoted his life to the welfare 
of the fisherfolk of Labrador, establishing mis
sions, hospitals and clinics, linking up the 
isolated fishing-stations by sea and air, and 
providing remunerative empployment for the idle 
winter months. Shown on the bridge of his ship 
Strathcona JI, and on the right the hospital
ship Maravel. Superintendent of the 1 nternat
ional Grenfell Association 1911-40. Lord Rector 
of St. Andrews University 1929-31. A most 
fascinating writer and speaker. 

Wau Goldfield, New Guinea. New Guinea 
S.G.204. The chief exports of New Guinea to
clay are gold and postage stamps. One of the 
richest goldfields in the world, it is also about 
the most difficult, for the country is extremely 
mountainous, as the stamp shows, and the 
climate most trying. Natives would take at 
least a week to carry gold .from this spot to 
the coast, so that the cost of transport is enor
mous and recently almost all transport of 
both 'gold and mai"l has been by air. A g-old 
brick weighs 750 ozs. and this means about 
£II a brick by registered airmail at 3}d. an oz. 
to Australia. The issue of high-value airmails 
therefore is a commercial necessity rather than 
a· philatelic imposition. Note, on the stamp, a 
Spanish galleon, a reminder of the earlv 
search of g9ld, a prospector pan_ning for i;;old, 
while a native watches, spear 111 hand. My 
fortune's almost made,' thinks one, and the 
other, 'Ah, long pig for supper!'" 

(To be continued.) 

AUSTRIA. 
Three semi-postals were issued on 6th Octob-=r 

in commemoration of the Carinthia plebiscite 
· thirty years ago. 

U.S.A. 
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. report that 

the fourth and l;.,st, stamp commemorating th-= 
National Capital Sesquicentennial will apnear 
on -:nnrl November. This will feature the Capi
tol building. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

November, 1950. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

AUSTRALIAN COLLECTORS 
1951 Commonwealth Specialists' Catalogue by Orio-Smith. Price 5/-. Registered 

Post 6d. extra. 

"Kangaroo Issues of Australian Stamps" by Major H. Dormer-Legge, T.D. Price 10/6. 
Registered Post 6d. extra. . 

"Line Engraved Issues of 1914 and the Essays, Die and Plate Proofs of the Georgian 
Id." by Major H. Dormer-Legge, T.D. Price I 0/6. Registered Post 6d. extra. 

"Id. K.G.V. Australian Commonwealth Stamps" by D. M. Neil. Price 7 /6. Registered 
Post 6d. extra. 

"K.G .. V. I ½d. Die 2" by Gordon Wood M.D. (London). Price 5/6. Registered Pos·} 
6d. extra. 

• 
TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED . 

• 
Sole South African Agent: 

JACI('S PHILATELIST 
(Member B.P.A.) 

64-66 MAIN ROAD---- MOWBRAY---- CAPE PROVINCE. 

Phone 6-6963. 

PLEASE SEND US YOUR WANT LIST 
FOR BRITISH COLONIALS 

or . 
ASK FOR OUR APPROVAL BOOKS, 

STATING COUNTRIES AND 
PERIODS YOU ARE 

INTERESTED 
IN 

173 

Sprighton Philatelists (Pty.) LTD. 
94 ALLIANCE BUILDING, RISSIK and NEW STREET NORTH, 

P.O. Box 9020. J O H A N N E S B U R G Phon: 33-0658. 
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STAMP COLLECTING 
(A radio talk given by Cdr. Enoch, Pre
sident of the Philatelic Society of 
Johannesburg over the S.A.B.C., a few 
<lays before the opening of the Exhibition) 

You have just been hearing about collecting 
old books - what about collecting old stamps? 
A.nd I mean old stamps! The very first post
age stamp was issued in England as long ago 
as May 6th, 1840, so already there are a great 
many centenarians among the stamps of the 
world. 

Many people think of stamp collecting as 
just a childish amusement for the very young. 
It keeps the kiddies quiet and they will grow 
out of it as they grow older just as they grow 
out of their clothes. 

True, many children give up stamp collecting 
b~fore they leave school and all that remains 
to them is perhaps an enhanced knowledge of 
geography. 

But there are probably quite as many adult 
enthusiasts for this hobby as there are chil
dren. Philately has been recognised for over 
half a century as the Hobby of Kings: His late 
Majesty King George V; His Majesty King 
George VI; the Princess Elizabeth; Ex King 
Carol of Rumania and Franklin D. Roosevelt 
are among the famous ,vho have owned magni
ficent collections. 

The British Museum in London houses on~ 
of the most famous collections in the world. 
This is the Tapling Collection which contains 
stamps of every issue from every country in 
the world up to the year 1890 when the owner 
died and mciny valuable additions have been. 
made to the Tapling Collection since that date. 

Here in Johannesburg is anoth-=r world
famous collection, the Curle Collection of the 
Stamps of the Transvaal, and if you are inte
rested in the early stamps of our Province, 
these may he seen, by arrangement, in the A f
ricana Museum at the Johannesburg Public 
Library. 

Big international philatelic exhibitions arc 
held every year in various centres. For example, 
one is being organised to he held in Cane Town 
in 1952 as part of the van Riebeeck Tercenti
nary celebrations. 

National Philatelic exhibitions arc also held 
;• nnually and this year there is to be one in 
Johannesburg. Selections from some of the 
finest collections in South Africa will be on 
show all next week in the Selborne Hall. The 
total value of the stamps on show will be about 
a quarter of a million pounds; here, for every
hody to see, are the treasures of South African 
collectors of all ages. A schoolgirl of 11 has 
sent her stamps; while the oldest contributor is 
a man of over 70. 

Some are what we call straight collections; 
that is a full range of stamps from one or 
more countries; others are specialised collec
tions; where the collector has speciaiised per
haps in the stamps of just one country, or 
even, in stamps from one issue of a country; 
yet others are the so-called thematic collec
tions; that means the stamps are selected to 

ilustrate a theme, such as music or animals, and 
the value or scarcity of the stamps themselves 
is merely incidental. So you see stamp collecting 
is definitely a hobby for young and old, rich or 
poor, and there is no need to be a millionaire 
to make an interesting collection. 

Stamp collectors are an international brother
hood of enthusiasts, men and women. Collectors 
all over the world find this hobby constructive, 
instructive, fascinating and - above all - great 
fun! 

MARION ISLAND. 
A mail left Durban for the island on 12 Octo

ver by H.M.S.A.S. Transvaal. Mail arrived baok 
at Capetown on 22 October, receiving there a 
Paquebot cancellation. Included in this were 
some nice souvenir covers prepared by Mr. C. 
0. Spence, to whom we are much indebted for 
a spcimen. These special covers show a map of 
the Indian ocean, with the location of Marion 
Island relative to S. Africa, also an outline map 
of the island itself. 

ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE. 
Messrs. Whitfield King & Co. report that 

Angola is shortly to have a new set featuring 
flowers of 24 values and Mozambique a set with 
animals, probably running to 28 denominations 
with a total face value of 265 escudos. That's 
the way to become popular with collectors!! 

GREAT BRITAIN. 
The postal authorities have sprung a sur

prise recently by announcing that with effect 
from 24th August, overprinted stamps of K.G.V 
and KG.VI reigns whose original values had 
not been altered, would be available for use in 
Britain itself. This rules out stamps whose 
values have been altered to francs, pesetas, etc., 
so that those available will be mainly those of 
Morocco Agencies and stamps overprinted 
M.E.F. and E.A.F. 

On account of changes in postal rates, and 
to fit in with U.P.U. recommendations (for 
about the first time, incidentally), the low value 
stamps are to be changed in colour. The ½d. 
to be orange, Id. blue, 1½d. green, 2d. brown, and 
2-½d. red; the 4d. was changed to light blue on 
2nd October. 

It is announced that a Second Edition of the 
"Stamps of Great Britain" Part I (The Line 
Engraved Issues 1840-1853) by J. B. Seymour, 
will be published during November 1950. 

The text of this work was completely re
vised by Mr. Seymour shortly befor~ his death 
and it contains many additional illustrations 
from his drawings. The bibliography has been 
brought up to date and a completely new and 
more comprehensive Index prepar~d. 

The price will be :fI (Post free) and a special 
edition limited to 100 copies - bound in half 
vellum - will be available to subscribers, price 
f2 2s. od. Only one copy of the latter can be 
allotted to each applicant. 

A subscription list has been opened and 
applications accompanied by a remittance should 
be made to the: Publications Committee, The 
Royal Philatelic Society, 41 D~vonshire Place. 
London, W.1. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS. 
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Important to KG VI Collectors 
As our many customers already know, we have 

been working hard, and for a long time compiling a 
KG.VI Catalogue and at last we are glad to be able 
to report that our copy is now coming off the pres
ses and will soon be in the hands of the binders. 
Binders did we say? Yes we are having our cata
logm, bound in full cloth. 

For years, as most of you know, we have been 
dealing exclusively in K.G. VI stamps, and all the 
time we have had the idea of producing a cata
logm• sometime, at the back of our minds, so we 
were careful to keep our large reference collection 
well notated. Two years ago we decided to start 
the work proper, and from that date we have 
thought of little else. Holidays etc. almost had to 
go by the board, so interested did we get in the 
task, and whilst it may be true that we were glad 
when we got the copy off our hands, at the same 
time, quite a gap was left, if you can understand 
us, for really we put all we could into this real 
labour of love. One thing is certain., the Common
wealth Postal Administrations, the stamp printers 
and the Crown Agents would not be sorry, for we 
had pestered them for official details, but most of 
them entered into the task with enthusiasm - one 
supplied us with five foolscap pages of data, dates 
of issue, etc. - and we are grateful. not just on our 
own behalf, but on the behalf of K.G. VI collectors 

as. well, for we will be able to publish much new 
data, which might have been lost for good, without 
their help. 

Of course pricing was a very important part of 
our plan, and some of our prices will be quite a 
surprise, but as time goes on, the sceptics of today 
will be those who will say tomorrow "How right 
the Commonwealth were." We cannot help but know 
prices and values of K.G. VI stamps, dealing in 
them as we do, month after month, year after year, 
and we have applied that knowledge honestly. We 
have put all our cards on the table, and kept no 
secrets back, which makes our catalogue well worth 
the attention -Of any K.G. VI collector. 
., You'll find all those shades and varieties which 

you have always felt were worthy of recognition. 
but we have taken such great care to make out lists 
clear and concise, that you'll find your way abo~t 
in our catalogue, a~ easily as if it was compiled m 
a simplified form. 

We expect our catalogue to be ready early Decem
ber and the edition is strictly limited. We will 
accept prepaid orders at 6/6 a copy plus 6d. for 
postage, but please apply l?Y airmail otherwise 
you may be too late. We beheve you are m for a 
treat, if you get a copy. 

THE COMMONWEALTH STAMP COY. 
7 LEATHER LANE, LIVERPOOL 2. 

MORE IMPORTANT COLONIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE ISSUES. 

Booking Lists are now open for the following: 
Nyasaland: Diamond Jubilee commem. Set of 4, Hd .. 

3d., 6d. and 5/-. Mint, 7/-; Used ...... · .................. 8/-
Virgin Is.: Legislative Cou~cil co~mem. set of 4, 6, 

12, 32c & 1 dol. 20c. , Mmt, 8/-, Used ...... ...... 9/
Tonga: 50th Anniversary, ½d. to 1/- (6), m., 2/6; 

Used .................................................................................... 3/-
Also booking for: 
West Indies: University College commems, 28 stamps 

for 14 Cols. Mint, 9/6; Used .................................... 11/6 
Tonga: Queen's Birthday (3), Mint, 1/8; Used 2/6 
Malta: Princess Elizabeth (3), Mint, 1/7; Used 1'9 
St. Kitts: Anguilla (6), Mint, 2/7; Used ............ 3/-

Recent Colonial Issues: 
New Zealand: 1950 Health pair, Mint, 6d.; Used 6d. 

Canterbury Anniversary set, Mint, 2/6; Used 2/6 
Australia: Centenary 2½d. pairs, Mint, 6d.; Used 6d. 
Canada: 1949 Heads (ori~inal types) set of 5 m. 1/6 

do., Coils, 1 and 3c. mmt .......................................... 9d. 
Revised design, set of 5 ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1/4 
Do., coils, 1, 2, 3 and 4c. ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 1/-
New 10c. at 1/-; new 50c. ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 5/6 

Cayman Is.: new pictorials, ½d. to 1/- (u, 4/3) 3/9 
Complete set to 10/- (used 27 /3) ........................ 23/9 

Gibraltar: Constitution commem. (4) ........................ 2/3 
Ireland: 1950. Holy Year (3) m. or u .............. 1/6 
Mauritius: new pictorials, set to 1 R (u. 5/9) 5/-

Cornplete set to 10 Rs. (used 40/9) .................. 35/9 
Niue: 1950 picts. ½d. to 1/- (used 4/3) ...... ...... ...... 4/-

Complete set to 3/- (used 11/-) ............................. 10/-
N. Borneo: 1950 picts. 1 to 50c. (11) (u. 5/-) ...... 4/3 

Complete set to 10 dol. (used 60/-) .................. 55/3 
Turks Is.: 1950 set to 1/- (used 3/9) ...... ...... ...... 3/4 

Complete set to 10/- (used 28/9) ........................ 25/-
Blocks pro rata. Postages extra. 
NEW ISSUli: SERVICE in operation for more than 
twenty years. Particulars on request. Sixteen page 

List of George VI Colonials for 3d. stamp. 

EDWARD M. BERRY 
5 Knowles Road, Lytham, St. Annes, England. 

I want to buy Union issues from Inter, 
provincials to date, mint, and used, in, 
eluding booklets, Boer War covers, etc., 
and should be pleased to receive offers 
with full details of price, condition, 

quantities, etc. 

C. E. SHERWOOD, P.T.S. 
I 05 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manchester 

Great Britain. 

The Philatelic Magazine 
(estab. 1875) 

is your illustrated guide to world 
collecting! 

Annual sub.: I 0/-. 
Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD., 
445, Strand, London, W.C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 
R. OSBORNE, P.O. Box 6710, 

Johannesburg. 
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MY MOUTH STILL WATERS 
(2d. BANTAMS UNROULETTED). 

My friend Mr. Vv. Pavitt carried out his 
promise and on Monday the 25th September, 
1950 brought me a block of 34 of the 2d. Small 
War Issues - a top row of four stamps and 
the next five rows of six stamps each from the 
right hand bottom corner of the sheet sho:w~ng 
the right marginal bottom slogans appertammg 
to that portion of the sheet. 

He came, I saw, I looked, I conquered that 
feeling of envy which we all have, although we 
won't often admit it. I applied myself to the 
business of examining the stamps thoroughly 
to ascertain under which printing the stamps 
should be classified. 

The block was unrouletted ! 

The stamps are from the printing of Stamp 
Cylinder No. 39 and Slogan Cylinder No .. 2. 
Stamp 8 Row No. 18 shows the coloured clta
gonal line extending from the sailor's head to
wards the margin of Stamp No. 9 of the same 
ro,v. 

I asked my friend to tell me the story and 
nothing loath he related that towards the end 
of 1943 or the h~ginning . of 1944 he _walked 
into the Post Office at Kimberley dunng the 
lunch hour and in the normal course of every 
day activity asked for a shil.ling's worth of 2d. 
stamps. He wanted to post some letters, even 
stamp collectors do at times post letters and 
are not always in Post Offices looking for fly 
spots. 

This was his lucky day! 

The Postal Clerk on duty, when serving 
Mr. Pavitt with the required number of stamps 
remarked "I don't know what's wrong with these 
xxx&&&& ! ! ! ! stamps, they keep on tearing." 
You remember it was the lunch hour and there 
was no one else in the Post Office and you 
know what it is between men. 

Mr. Pavitt looked at the stamps handed him 
and lo' they were unrouletted. Immediately he 
asked the obliging clerk how many of the sheet 
were left. There were 60, so promptly and 
jubilantly he purchased the lot. Wou!dn't you? 
Like a hound on the scent he enqmred as to 
who had purchased the rest of the sheet but w~s 
informed that these stamps had been sold 111 
hits and pieces and not to any one particular 
person so the faint hope of tracing the remain
der of the sheet disappeared. It is, therefore, 
more than likely that the rest of the sheet was 
used in the ordinary course of postage and 
that the stamps eventually landed into waste 
paper baskets. . 

The 40 stamps are illustrated here. Mr. Pavitt 
gave me a blo.ck of four in ~xchange and ~ was 
fortunate in prying from him the top strip of 
four. I think I'll sell insurance when I retire. 

D. H. KIRCHNER 

12th PHILATELIC CONGRESS. 
The 12th Congress has come and gone. Full 

reports will he available soon for t~e cons!ituent 
Societies and further notes of <lomgs will ap
pear in our next issue. 

Meanwhile it may be reported that Messrs. 
Emil Tamsen and Harvey Pirie were ~lected 
Honorarv Life Presidents of the Philatelic Fede
ration, c1;1d Mr. C. A. Larsen of Bloemfontein, 
President of the Federation till next Congress, 
which will be held at Bloemfontein in May, 
1951. . 

Mr. W. N. Sheffield was awarded the Skinner 
Cup for tl~e most meritorious work <lone for 
philately in South Africa <luring the past tweh·e
month. 

"GELATINE SHIFTS" 
By A. HILTON SYDOW. 

(October Issue-Corrections.) 

Owing to the local rush in connection with the 
Congress and Exhibition la~t month, the proof 
correcting of our October issue was hurriedly, 
and badly done. Our apologies are due to Mr. 
Sydow. The following corrections should be 
made to his article :-

( 1) "Such reddish pigment . .. (Page 16o, line 
6) should read: Such Carbon Tissue sheets also 
contain certain reddish pigment specifically in
cluded for the purpose ... 

(2) "Screened Rotogravurde . . . (Page 160, 
six lines from bottom of column one) should 
of course read Screened Rotogravure .... 

(3) "portions of th~ yoke-pin are. fo~mcl 
located partly on the above (Page 16o, lme Just 
above Sketch No. 1, column 2) delete "the 
above." . ,, 

(4) "These are ex~mp~es of Frame '.'gelatme 
shifts which do not impmge on the Vignet~e .. 
(Page 161 last three lines of the article). 
Change to' "These are examples of Vignette 
'gelatine' shifts which do not impinge on the 
Frame." 
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U.P.U. CATALOGUE, 
1949/50 

Retail price of Catalogue is 3/-, postage extra, to be sent direct to those ordering 
from the U.K. 

Special Rates applicable to dealers:-

Prices: Prior to Publication: 

2/8 each-up to 5 copies ..... 
2/6 each-from 6 to 24 copies . 
2/3 each-from 25 to 99 copies . 
2/- each-from I 00 copies onwards 

After Publication: 

or 3/2 each 
or 3/- each 
or 2/9 each 
or 2/3 each 

Payment ( prior to publication) should be made before 31st December, 1950. To ensure sufficient 

supply an early order is indicated. 

Collectors I 
British Central Africa and Nyasaland, fine used: 

S.G.I at 6d.; 5 at 4/-; 19 at £2; 22 at 5/-; 27 at 10/-; 29 at £6; 33 at 3/6; 43 at 3d.; 44 at 6d.; 

45 at 1/9; 46 at 2/-; 47 at 2/6; PAIR at 6/-; 50 at 14/6; 51 at 30/-; 49 at 27/6; 53 at 1/6; 55..i 

at 7 /6; 56a at 14/6; 57c at 3d.; 57d at 4/-; 58, PAIR at 8/6; 58 at 4/-; 59 at 2d.; 68 at 4d.; 74 at 

6d.; 75 at I /6; 76 at 2/-; 77 at 2/6; 86 at Id.; 88 at 4d.; 89 at 6d.; 91 b, RARE, at I 0/-: 93 at I /6; 

93b at 2/6; 98 at 40/-; I 00 at 2d.; IO I at 2d.; I 09 at 5/-; and 4/-; 114 at Id.; 115 at 2d.; 116 at 

9d.; 117 at 6d.; 118 at 9d.; 119 at 2/6; 120 at 2/9; 123 at 9d.; 124 at 2/6; N.F., 33 at 3/- PAIR; 

127/9 at 1/-; 130 at 2d.; 130a at Id.; 131 at 2d.; 131a at 2d.; 132 at 6d.; 132a at 3d.; 133 at 4d.; 

133a at 4d.; 134 at 6d.; 135 at 8d.; 136 at 1/-; 137 at 1/9; 138 at 2/-; 139 at 4/-; 140 at 5/-; 

141 at 10/-; 141a at 35/-; 142 at 20/-; 143 at 40/-. 

NORTHERN RHODESIA K.G.V. S.G. 17, £1, fine used at 90/-. 

I can supply all, or practically ALL WORLD NEW AND CURRENT issues in FINE 

USED CONDITION or ON COVERS: ALL LATEST BRITISH OVERSEAS ISSUES 
AVAILABLE. 

'Nrite to:-

T. McMICl(ING 
(P.T.S., B.P.A., F.R.G.S.), 

P.O. Box 18, CHOLO, NY ASALAND, BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 

177 

I 
I 

!..::::::::::========================-:-::========-' 
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SEYCHELLES 
All fine mint. Numbers by S.G; Catalogue. 

1 ............ 1/9 
2 ............ 7/6 

37 ............ 16/6 
38 ............ 10/-

74 ............ 6/- 108 ............ 7d. 
75 ...... ...... 6/6 109 ...... ...... 1/3 

3 ............ 3/9 41 ............ 1/9 78 ...... ...... 9d. 110 ...... ...... 1/6 
4 ............ 6/3 43 ............ 1/6 79 ............ l0d. 113 ...... ...... 2/6 
5 ............ 3/- 44 ............ 1/6 81 ............ 2/- 114 ............ 2/-
6 ............ 5/- 45 ............ 4/6 82 ............ 3/- 115 ............ 2/-
9 ............ 1/3 47 ............ 10/- 85 ...... ...... 4/3 116 ...... ...... 3/9 

10 ............ 1/3 48 ............ 10/- 87 ...... 6/3 118 ............ 9/-
11 ............ 2/6 53 ............ 3d. 89 ............ 2d. 119 ............ 9/-
13 ............ 2/6 54 ............ Gd. 90 ...... ...... 4d. 120 ............ 22/6 
15 ........... 1/-
16 ...... 2/3 

55 ............ 1/-
56 .......... :. 3/-

92 ...... ...... 1/3 121 . .... ...... 2d. 
94 ...... ...... 1/3 122 ...... ...... 4d. 

25 ...... 9d. 57. ............ 3/- 95 ............ 2/- 122a .......... 3/3 
26 ...... 1/9 58 ............ 6/3 96 ...... .. .... 2/6 123 ...... .. .. 4d. 
27 ...... 4/3 
29 ...... 6/3 
30 ...... 7 /6 
32 ...... 9d. 

60 ............ 6/3 
64 ............ 3/9 
66 ...... · ..... 5/-
67 ............ Gd. 

97 ............ 2/6 123a ...... 1/-
98 ............ 3/6 124 ............ 1/-

100 ...... ...... 3/9 125 ...... ...... 1/6 
100a ............ 3/9 127 ..... 2/3 

33 ...... 1/3 68 l0d. 105 ...... 2d. 128 
34 ............ 6/3 72 ............ 3/6 106 ............ 4d. to 10/6 
35 ............ 5/- 73 ............ 3/6 107 ............ 8d. 131 

Selections of British Colonials willingly sent 
on approval. 

P. 0. V. WARREN, 
38 Lancaster Garden, Clacton-on-Sea. 

Servic~ ! 
• NEW ISSUES: 
The world's leading and largest New Issue 
Sn·vice. 

• APPROVALS: 
More than 1,200 books of British Empire and 
Foreign Countries are available for inspection. 

9 WANT LISTS: 
Accumulations from 80 years of stamp deal
ing enable us to handle want lists of any sizP. 

• PUBLICATIONS: 
Annual Set List (Price Gd.), Philatelic Bul
letin (Monthly, specimen free), The Standard 
Catalogue. Indispensable to the General Col
lector. 

e ALBUMS: 
"Paragon". "Acme" and "Cosn1os". Known 
and used by stamp collectors everywhere. In 
many attractive styles at reasonable price!'l. 

ENQUIRIES ARE WELCOMED. 

WHITFIELD KING & CO. 
Ipswich, England. 

Stamp Dealers since 1869. 

SCARCE AfRICANS 
BECHUANALAND 

1887 £1 lilac & black 
S.G.21, good colour 
& fine, with scarce 
Marebogo cancella
tion, cat. £15, £13 10s. 

1888 1/- green & black 
mint pair one stamp 
1st "O" in Protecto
rate missing, S.G.51/ 
51a, rare in pair, £20. 

NATAL 

1908 £1 10s. brown-orange & deep purple S.G. 
162 superb mint copy, cat £65, a difficult stamp 
to find mint, ............................... ~ ...................... £57 10s. 

ZULULAND 
1888 5/- rose S.G.11, 1894/6 £1 purple and 
cat. £8; Mint, £7; red S.G.28 fine used, 
Fine Used ...... £7 10s. cat. £8 ........................ £7 

ORANGE FREE STATE 

1900 Y.R.I. 1st printing 6d. bright carmine 
figure of value omitted S.G. 130 in mint pai.c 
with normal S.G. 108 cat £13 15s ............. £10 10s. 

H. E. WINGFIELD 

392 STRAND, LONDON, w.c.2. 

ENGLAND. 

ANTIGUA, 1884/86 S.G.30 mauve, m. or u., 
either ............................................................ 50/-

1903/9 S.G.31/40 !d.-5/- comp. mint ............ £6 
S.G.38 2/- grey grn. and pale vio., mt. 30/
S.G.40 5/- grey grn. and vio., mint, 60/-

used .................................................................. 65/-
1908/12 S.G.42/48 ld.-2/- comp. mint ...... 70/-

S.G.48 2/- grey grn. & vio., mint ...... 45/-
S.G.49 5/- grey-grn. & vio., mint or used, 

either ........................................................... 40/-
1921/29 S.G.55/61 3d.-£1 comp. mint ...... £8.10 

S.G.61 £1 purple & blk./red, mint £7; 
used .................................................................. £8 

S.G.62/80 ~d-4/-, comp. mint .................. 70/-
S.G.80 4/- gr. blk. & red, mint 30/-; 

used ............................................................ 35*-
1932 S.G.81/90 Tercentenary, com. mint £12.10 

S.G.90 5/- blk. & chocolate. mint ............ £8 
1935 S.G.91/49 Silver Jubilee, cpl. mint 18/6 

used .................................................................. 21/-
ASCENSION, 1922 S.G.1/9 ~d.-3/-, comp. m. £7; 

used ............................................................ £7.10 
dittv overprinted "Specimen" : ................ 70/-

1924/33 S.G.10/20 ~d.-3/- complete mint ...... £7; 
used ............................................................ £8 

S.G.16 6d. pair, one stamp showing Cleft 
variety ............................................................ £7.10 

1934 S.G.21/30 ~d-5/- comp. mint ............ 50/-
1935 S.G.31/34 Silver Jubilee, mint or used, 

either ............................................................. 85/-
ARGENTINE, 1939 679/686 U.P.U. mint ...... 42/-
BRAZIL, 1927 471/486 AIR used .................. 45/-
BOLIVIA, 1930 228/233 AIR mint ............ 25/-
PANAMA, 1948 595/600 Fire Brigade mint 22/-
PARAGUAY, 1936 596/606 AIR mint ............ 35/-
SALVADOR, 1948 965/976 Roosevelt mint 24*-

THE GLOBE STAMP CO., LTD., 
433 STRAND LONDON W.C.2. 

Telephones: TEMple Bar 0777-0778. 
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JOIN THE 

FRENCH PHILATELIC 
SOCIETY OF AMERICA 

A non-profit organisation. 

"Established to Promote the Collection of 
Stamps of France and Her Colonies" 

Members are entitled to receive the Society 
Bulletins, which contain studies and informa
tion from prominent Collectors and Specialists 
A New Issue Service, acting like a Philatelic 
Agency, supplies new issues of France and 

Colonies at face value. 

Membership: 
Admission Fee, 11/6; Annual Dues, 5/9. 

Remittances for Membership can be forwarded 
in South African currency to the "South 

African Philatelist," Johannesburg. 

For additional information and application 
form write to: 

F.P.S.A. 
Universite de Montreal 
Montreal -- Canada 

A FINE GENERAl STOCK 
of British Empire & foreign 

G.VI Obsoletes, Current and New Issues 
Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 
Albums and Acces3ories 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 
Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

CAPE TOWN STAMP CO. 
Rooms 12 and 12a, 

14a Adderley Street, 

CAPE TOWN. 

WANT LISTS. 

During 50 years of fair trading, we 
have accumulated a comprehensive stock 

of British Colonial and Foreign Stamps 
- especially strong in Australasia, Brit, 
ish West Indie3, France and Colonies 
and King George VI issues of all Colo

nies. 

A Want List by any Standard Cata, 
logue, will receive prompt and careful 
attention. New clients, kindly send trade 
ref ercnces. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED, 

86, Strand, London, W.C.2. 
England. 

WANTED TO BUY 

COLLECTORS MAKE THOSE EXTRA £££££££ 
TO ~ ENABLE YOU TO BETTER YOUR 

COLLECTION. 

WANTED TO BUY IN LARGE QUANTITIES 
the following stamps: 

South Africa 2d., 3d., 4d., 6d., I/-, 2/6, 
5/-, I 0/- current singles. 

U.P.U. Victory Royal Visit, Voortrekker Natal 
Settlers. 

S.W.A. ½d. to I/- current singles. 

T.V.L., ,Cape of Good Hope, O.F.S., Natal, 
low values such as Edwards Hope Sitting and 
Standing, etc., etc. 

All quantities but not less than I 00 per 
item. All stamps to be clean taken off pape!", 
and counted in I 00's or 500's. Good price, 
offered. 

Please communicate with 

SYDNEY JACOBS 

165 Cape Road ----- Port Elizabeth. 
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FEDERATED 

~~AME AND ADDRESS: 

Cape Town P.S., Box 1973 ....................... . 

Cop~rbelt P.S., c/o No. 12 7th Ave., Nkana, N. 

E. Lo~°ct~~if..§f; c/o···Box 450 ··:::: .. ··:::: .. ·::::· .. ·:::::. ·:::::. ·:::::. :·.:::·. :::::: 
E. Rand P.S., c/o Box 155, Brakpan ............................. . 
Grahamstown P.S., c/o. R. Q. Tarr, Kingswood Col. 
Jewish Guild Phil. Section, Von Brandis Street, 

Johannesburg ................................................................. . 
Johannesburg, P.S. of, Box 4967 ................................... . 

Maritzburg, P.S. of, Box 256, Pietermaritzburg ........... . 
Mashonaland P.S., Box 1660, Salisbury ...... ...... ...... . .... . 
Natal, P.S. of, Box 588, Durban ........................................ . 

N. Transvaal P.S., c/o Miss v. Niekerk, P.O. Rita ..... . 

Nyasaland P.S., c/o Limbe Trading Co., Limbe ........... . 
O.F.S. & Basutoland P.S., Box 702, Bloemfontein ..... . 
Port Elizabeth P.S., c/o 13 Trafalgar Square ........... . 

Pretoria P.S., Box 514 ........................................................... . 
Pretoria Railway P.S., Railway Recreation Club, 

Berea Park ....................................................................... . 
Rhodesia, P.S. of, Box 803, Bulawayo ............................. . 
Roodepoort Stamp Club, c/o 82 Kruger Ave., Selwyn, 

Florida ................................................................................... . 
Springs P.S., c/o No. 25, 5th St., New Township, 
Springs ......................................................................................... . 
Ve-reeniging Stamp Club, Box 196 ................................... . 
W. Rand Stamp Club, c/o U 184, W. Rand Consol. 

Mines ................................................................................... . 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
Th-3 October meeting was not so well attended 

as usual owing, no doubt, to the prevailing in
fluenza epidemic which has been ruthlessly and 
impartially on the attack for some time. However. 
the meeting was successful and members were well 
entertained in various ways, To begin with Mr. Joe 
Lyle set about us with one of his formidable and 
much feared competitions, and although he had 
promised an easier one we found it worse than the 
last. The winner was Mr. Appleby who makes a 
habit of carrying off the competition prizes but, 
even so, he did not reach half marks. 

Mr. Lyle also read interesting articles from the 
stamp magazines and out of this reading arose a 
discussion on the collecting of George VI issues 
to the exclusion of other groups and classes. Argu
ments for and against were advanced and, as may 
be im[!,gined, tp.e~e was no. sign of anything ap
proachmg unamm1ty ever bemg reached on this old 
and thorny question of what is, after all, a matter 
of predilection or personal choice. 

It was argued that one of the attractions of 
stamp collecting was the freedom it offered to 
the individual to collect just what and how he 
pleased: it was a flexible hobby offering scope 
for individuality and originality and there could be 
no sustained and general interest were it compulsory 
to follow definite rules that dictated an exact line 
of choice and procedure. The matter of the collec
tion of mint v. used also had a share in the dis
cussion and. here again, there were champions 
{gr d~1!~. sides and it was again necessary to agree 

Reference was also made to various "rackets" that 
disturbed the minds of philatelists from time to 
time: many of these were gentle ones and the 
result of the demand for stamps, both used and 
mint, of certain countries which had to be satisfied. 
Yet no-one suggested that the stamps of some of 
the smaller colonies should be limited to the issue 
of just sufficient to cover · domestic use. Philatelists 
could, if they chose, avoid the rackets - or rather 
- the fraudulent ones. 

A welcome visitor to the meeting was Mr. J. E. 
Creewel of the Rhodesian Philatelic Society, Bula
wayo, who joined in the discussions and offered 
helpful information when the proposed changing 
of the method of judging and marking display com
petitions was before the meeting. His display of 
the Vatican City issues was greatly admired and 
of interest to all present - George VI enthusiasts 

SOCIETIES 
MEETINGS: 

2nd and 4th Thursdays, 8 p.m., Mountain Club 
Rooms, Yorkshire Ho., Strand St. 

2nd Fridays, 7.45 p.m., Colosseum Theatre T'ea Rooms 
3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Regent Hotel, Benoni. 
2nd Thursdays, 8 p.m., 120 Hight Street. 

Last Thursdays, 8 p.m., Jewish Guild. 
2nd Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, 7.45 p.m., Public 

Library. 

1st and 3rd Wednesdays, 7.30 p.m., Durban Camera 
Club, 319 Smith Street. 

3rd Wednesdays, Goldfields Hotel, Pietersburg, at 
8 p.m. 

Free State Technical College, 7.30 p.m., 4th Fridays. 
1st fas~~ei'ft~esdays, 7.45 p.m., Room 3, City Hall 

1st & 3rd Mondays, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

2nd We-dnesdays, 7.30 p.m., Railway Recreation Club 

3rd Thursday of every month, 8 p.m., Savoy Hotel, 
Roodepoort. 

2nd Mondays, 7.30 p.m., Board Room, New Era Press 
1st Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

1st Wednesdays, 8 p.m., Royal Hotel, Krugersdorp. 

included. The beauty of design and printing was 
something to cause South Africans to make com
parisons! As a candidate for the ·Percy Bishop cup 
Mr. K. I. Bevis put on display· his Empire in the 
Pacific issues which earned much favourable com
ment. 

Illness kept our secretary, Mr. C. Selwyn Smith. 
from the meeting and it was hoped that he would 
soon be about andw with us again. V.F.M. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
October 13th: There was a very pleasing attend

ance of over 30 members and visitors at the 
October Meeting. 

After the welcome to visitors it was announced 
that Mr. S. A. McCallum as well as Mr. B .. Joseph 
of Johannesburg, would represent the Society at 
the Congress of the S.A. Phil. Federation. 

A very interesting social programme had been 
drawn up and was anticipated as eagerly as the visit 
to the Exhibition itself. 

There was a lengthy and lively discussion on 
the various resolutions put forward for Congress 
and various decisions were made for the guidance 
of our delegates. 

Amongst items of philatelic interest passed round. 
was an envelope bearing the recently issued twin 
stamps of Australia. 

The Executive Committee was instructed to in
vestigate the possibility of moving to the New 
Museum as a meeting place, and to report back 
to the Society. 

A particularly fine display of St. Helena and 
Malta by Mr. C. P. Durkin was much admired. 
and Mr. W. J. Gillespie enjoyed the pleasurable 
task of thanking him. U. C. S. 

PRETORIA RAILWAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
September 13th. The Annual General Meeting wa1-, 

held and all reports submitted showed that the 
Society is forging ahead. Membership increased by 
30 during the year, the Society now having 122 
fully paid-up members. The Office Bearers for 
1950-51 were elected as follows: 

President: Mr. L. B. McLachlan; Vice-President: 
Mr. C. J. Powell; Hon. Secretary: Mr. W. Kriste: 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. W. Howie; Exchange Super
intendent: Mr. C. Iles; Stamp Superintendent: Mr. 
E. Walker; Asst. Hon. Secretary and Librarian: 
Mr. A. Winterbottom; Asst. Exchange Superinten
dent: Mr. V. Jewell. 

(Continued on page 182) 
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Ii 
Offered by order of the Executors of the 

late J. •W. I(. Schofield Esq., of Johannesburg 

<Jl,,e Supe,,Jaiwe/1 d}i,ie eollecUoH 
o/ 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 

Here is, indeed, a "Connoisseur's Collection," • the out

standing feature of which is the consistently superb con 

dition of the many choice items contained therein, including 

what is probably the finest known example of the BLUE 

"WOODBLO.CK" ERROR. Other rarities include a pair of 

the 4d. Pale Milky-Blue on cover, etc. Perkins Bacon_. "Wood

block" and De La Rue printings are all represented strongly, 

on and off cover, and in blocks, strips, and superb sing!e 

items. 

I 

AT AUCTION 
JANUARY 15th 

1951 

SOUVENIR CATALOGUES PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED ARE IN 
THE COURSE OF PREPARATION - PRICE 1/- BY SEA AND 3/

BY AIR MAIL - LIST OF PRICES REALISED 1/- EACH. 

H. R. HARMER 
International Stamp Auctioneers 

AND AT I 
NEW YORK 

39 - 42 NEW BOND STREET 
LONDON, - W. l. 

Cables: "PHISTAMSEL, LONDON." I 
AND AT 

SYDNEY 

181 
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REVIEWS 
Collecting Postage Stamps. By L. N. and M. 

Williams. Oxford University Press, Amen 
House, Warwick Square, London E.C.4. 
Price 6/- net . 

This is one of the Oxford University Press 
"Compass books" for Children and Young Peo
ple. The writers are well known as philatelic 
journalists and book producers, but in this in
stance we consider they have touched high
water mark. This book is well got-up, suffi
ciently illustrated, and written in a most at
tractive style. It should appeal to any young 
collector; and not only to them, but to others 
not so young - their memories will be re
freshed on many points. Higher praise we can
not give. 
New South Wales Philatelic Annual 1950. Phil. 

Soc. of New South Wales, Box 601, G.P.O. 
Sydney. Price 2/- post free. 

This booklet is, of course, in part only of 
local interest, but it has a number of short 
articles of general interest:-

N.S.W. Stamps used Abroad; The J effreyes 
Forgery of the Sydney 1d. View, Victoria 1850, 
The Romance of Pacific Islands' Stamps, "Pre- • 
Oval" postmarks of N.S.W., Stamps of Papua, 
The Imperf. Helvetia issue of Switzerland 1854-
62. Well ,vorth anybody's two shillings for these 
alone. 
Philatelic Association of the Philippines, 179 

A vilas, Manila. 
A booklet issued by the "Asociacion Filatelica 

de Filipinas" on the occasion of the 25th Anni
versary of its foundation. Dealing mainly with 
their domestic affairs, which appear to be flour
ishing, but containing also several interesting 
articles on Philippine philately. Chiefly written 
in English, a little only in Spanish. 
Scots Local Cancellations, by C. W. Meredith. 

R. C. Alcock, 11 Regent Street, Cheltelham. 
A listed and illustrated description of "match

ed pairs," i.e. two different types of postmarks 
psed at various places in . Scotland during the 
period 1854-60. Indispensable for collectors of 
such items. 

(Concluded from page 180.) 
The retiring President, Mr. L. R. Brown was ac

corded a very hearty vote of thanks for all the 
good work that he has put in to the Society since 
its inception. We would wish him long life and 
happiness in his retirement when he leaves the 
service early next year. Good luck "Pop." W.K. 

GRAHAMSTOWN PHILATELIC --SOCIETY. 
September 14th: Dr. Cory, our President, gave an 

interesting account of his visit to Cape Town where 
he had had the privilege and pleasure of attending 
a meeting of the Cape Town Philatelic Society. 

Mr. Drury's display of 'Rhodesians' was the 
main feature of the evening's entertainment. His 
sheets were well set out and there were surprisingly 
few gaps. 

October 12th: Dr. Tame, our Exchange Super
intendent, imparted the welcome news that the 
second exchange packet had started on its rounds. 
The members then turned with interest, not un
mixed with awe, to the examination of Mr. Motyer's 
'Victorians'. A small sprinking of very precious 
penny blacks and twopenny blues was followed by 
sheet after sheet o fstamps such as very few in 
Grahamstown have been privileged to see. At the 
close of the meeting Dr. Cory expressed the hope 
that Mr. Motyer would show us more of his trea
sures in the near future. R.Q.T. 

Collectors' Wonts & Olfers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quantities. 
Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69, Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

25% over Gibbons Catalogue prices 
offered for a superb used copy of Sierra 
Leone, S.G.51, 52, 53, 86a, 94, 95, 109, 
146a, 147, 147a. 

William Redfor~. P.O. Box 1182, J o'1an
nesburg. 

I offer my collections (mostly mint) of 
Gambia, Gold Coast, Kenya, Nyasaland, 
O.F.S. and Rechuanaland at one-third 
Catalogue. 

Full particulars from: E. J. Brierley, 
Morkel Street, Somerset West. 

Stamps exchange invited send 100 British 
Colonials.-P. H. Banker, c/o. Post Box 
248, Bombay, India. 

Wanted: German South West Africa 
Special Items, Specimens, Covers, etc.
L. Buchen, P.O. Box 4012, Johannesburg. 

Collections and rarities especially Unions 
wanted for cash. Kindly contact 
John Mendelssohn, P.O. Box 1607, Johan
nesburg. 

10% British Colonial New Issue Service 
for complete issues or up to 1/- values. 
Choose only Colonies or Dominions re
quired. 

Particulars: W. B. Ross, 15 Balliol Road, 
\Vyken, Coventry, England. 

SEYCHELLES. 
Collectors interested in the postmarks of this 

group of islands will find an interesting article 
on them in "Stamp Collecting" of 2 September. 

<!&bituarp 
W. J. GIOVANETTI. 

We have to record with much regret the pas
sing away of this old stalwart of the Pretoria 
Philatelic Society. Best known to collectors in 
general for his Union and South West Africa 
stamps, he had entered these for the Johannes
hurg Exhibition, but alas it was not to be. 

W. J. PLOWS 
The Philatelic Society of Natal reports the 

death of this member. He was an occasional 
contribution to our magazine. R.I.P. 
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PHILATELIC LITERATURE 
SUITABLE FOR XMAS GIFTS FOR YOUNG AND 

, OLD. 

XCCR "Stamp Finder" { useful guide-book) ...... I/-
"Abyssinia" { Douglas Armstrong) ...... ...... ...... ...... I/· 
"Reliant" Stamp Cat. of South Africa, 1942 ...... I /6 
"Varities to look for" {,Crane} ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 2/6 
"Have you Noticed?" {Crane) ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 2/1;, 
Musson's 1947 Geo. VI Catalogue ...... ...... ...... ...... 2/6 
"Stamp Cavalcade" {Crane} ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 4/6 
Whitfield King's Empire Catalogue 1949 ...... ...... 7 /6 
"Airposts of South Africa" (Wyndham) ............ 10/6 
Priced Catalogue of Local Postage Stamps, by 

Hurt and Williams, 4 volumes ........................ 20/ • 
Ditto Ditto, volume 3 alone ...... ...... ...... ...... 5/-

Cash With Order. Post FreP. 

A. Lichtenstein 
B.P.A. 

BOX 576 BLOEMFONTEIN. 

WE WISH 
TO BUY 

PACKETS • 

SINGLE STAMPS 

KILOWARE 

• SETS 

As the largest wholesale stamp firm in the 

United States, we are constant buyers, in larg~ 

wholesale quantities, of all kinds of posta~e 
stamps. 

Send us a detailed list of your offers, which 
will receive our prompt, careful attention. 
References will be sent on request ( if you do 
not already know us} so that you may deal 
with U'i with complete confide~ce. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 
BOSTON 17 MASS. - U.S.A. 

Cape of Good Hope 

Mint triangular blocks of 

four. 

1863 1 d. carmine 
4d. dark blue 
6d. mauve 

£55 
£75 
£80 T 1 /- emerald £225 

All other Capes in stock. 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
B.P.A. 

FAIRWAYS, MONA CRESCENT 

NEWLANDS C.P. SOUTH AFRICA. 

Buy at Auction 
and pay a FAIR PRICE 

Sell at Auctio11 
and receive a FAIR PRICE 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street. Eastbourne, Sussex, 
England. 

Cables: Rarities, Eastbourne. 
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JOHANNESBURG 
NATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

LIST OF AWARDS. 
GOLD. 

S:.m Legator ................. .Israel 
Alec Kaplan ........................ Southern Rhodesia. 
J. H. Harvey Pirie ...... S,vaziland'. 
C. G. Mummery ............ Falkland Islands. 

SILVER GILT. 
A. A. Jurgens .................. Cape 
Jack Shepherd .................. Cape 
E. Hunt .............................. Transvaal 
Gordon M. Brown ............ Nyasaland 
William Redford ...... . ..... Seychelles 
A. A. Jurgens .................. Cape (Pre Stamp 

Covers) 
L. Buchen ............................. .Israel 
W. N ewlands ...... ...... . ..... O.F.S. 
A. A. Jurgens ...... ...... . ..... Bechuanaland 
William Redford ...... .. .... Sierra Leone 
Hervey W. Jones ............ Nova Scotia 
I. Greenbaum ...... ...... . ..... African Air Mails 
C. E. D. Enoch .................. British Guiana 
w.. N ewlands .... ...... . ..... Burma (J ap. Occ.) 
N. Welsford ........................ Australia 
E. Hunt .............................. Brazil 
J. Michelson ........................ Latvia 
L. H. Rivers ........................ Tibet 
B. Glassman ...... ...... . ..... Geo. VI. 

SILVER. 
W. N. Sheffield ............ S.A. Commemoratives 
G. N. Gilbert ...... ...... . ..... Basutoland 
L. Buchen ...... ...... . ........... German S.vV.A. 
J. H. Harvey Pirie ............ Locals 
L. Buchen ...... ...... ...... . ..... Austria 
D. C. D. Castle .................. Sarawak 
B. L. R. Fox ........................ Southern Rhodesia 
Gordon M. Brown ............ Burma 
Sam Legator ...... ...... . ..... Egypt 
Dr. and Mrs. T. Chait Thematic (Animals) 
Capt. J. A. B. van Wyk South West Africa. 
William Redford ...... . ..... Gold Coast 
A. V. Jacob ........................ Southern Rhodesia 
W. G. Combrink ...... Nyasaland 
I. H. C. Godfrey ............ S.R. Air Mails 
A. C. Mullen ................. .Jaipur 
W. G. Combrink ............ G.B. Postcards. 
C. E. D. Enoch ................ Dominican Rep. 
E. Hunt .............................. The World 

BRONZE. 
William Redford ...... . ..... S. Nigeria 
W. N ewlands ...... ...... . ..... Mafeking 
J. H. Harvey Pirie ............ African T.P.O.'s 
_l. T. Burrell ........................ Kenya 
'-N. F. Oppenheim ............ Monaco 
D. H. Kirchner .................. S.A. Conm1~111oratives 
D. W. Rossouw .................. S.A. Stationery 
Dr. K. Pennycuick ...... South Africa 
D. Lamont Smith ............ S.W.A. 
Mrs. G. H. Hunt ............ Gambia 
\Vilfred Kark ................. .Israel 
J. 'E. Frankland ............ Morocco Agencies 

0
\. Bernhard ........................ Germany 

\\T. Mann ............................. .Italy 
T. E. Creewell .................. Denma1~k 
B. Seelig .............................. Switzerland 
\\1. Lambert ........................ Air Mails 
E. L. Stern ........................ Geo. VI. 
D. \\'. Sutcliffe .................. Geo. VI. 
R. A. Gilzerin .................. Thematic (Fam. People) 
E. F. A. Huth .................. Thematic (Voortrek's.) 
T. Tsaacs ...... , ....................... Thematic (Quotations) 
E. Schaiowitz .................. Thematic (Music) 

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT. 
\i\'. S. Y elland .................. S.A. Rotogravmes 
Dr. T. H. Berry .................. S.A. Essays, Etc. 
S. J. Hagger ...... ...... . ..... South Africa 
H. Schwartz ........................ Ascension 
H. Schwartz ........................ St. Helena 
G. K. Forbes ........................ Newfoundland 
Gordon M. Brown ............ Trinidad & Tobago 
Miss D. M. N ewlands Nether lands 
I. Isaacs .............................. Air Mail Labels 
A. T. Blick ....................... Geo. VI. 
E. A. Church ...... ...... . ..... Geo. VJ. 
J. V. Jensen ........................ Thematic (Art.) 
F. W. Barnard .................. Thematic (Sport) 
F. S. L. Burns .................. Thematic (Olympic) 
J Solomon ........................ Junior (U.S.A.) 
G. N. Gilbert ...... ...... . ..... S.A. Bantams. 

NYASALAND 
Diamond Jubilee Issue-IS May 1951. 

Mr. T. McMicking, P.O. Cholo, Nyasaland 
sends us the following information, at the re
quest of the Diamond Jubilee Committee:-

The issue will definitely be released on the 
15th May, 1951, comprising 4 values, similar in 
size; to the current values, I}cl., 3d., 6d., 5/-. The 
design, common to all values, features the 
present arms of the Protectorate and the origin
al arms of British Central Africa and it incor
porates a portrait of H.M. the King surmount
ed by the Royal Crown. The colours will be 
the same as for corresponding denominations 
in the current issue, as follows, but with th~ 
arms in BLACK. 1½d. GREY/BLACK; 3d. 
BLUE/BLACK; 6d. VIOLET/BLACK; s/
DARK BLUE/BLACK. BRADBURY, WIL
KINSON will be the Printers. The sheets are 
being set up at this moment in London, and 
have been ordered to come to the Colony by 
second class Air Freight. Duration of issue not 
yet settled, but possibly 3 months. It is hoped 
to have a special Cancellation machine in op~ra
tion on May 15th under European Supervision 
at the BLANTYRE POST OFFICE ONLY, for 
the servicing of First Day Covers. Orders for 
F.D.C.'s should now be sent to me, to enable 
me to inform the Committee of approximate 
numbers required on the First Day. A special 
Souvenir Cover will be printed, and quota
tions for same are open to Printers in the Union, 
and should he sent direct to me as soon as 
possible, together with Sample of Cover. A 
special Cancellation Stamp will he available for· 
the Issue. 

CANADA NEWF OUNDlAND 
We have a fine stock of both the above, 

and shall be glad to send a selection to 
any collector interested. 

Please say what are your particular 
interests, and whether you collect both 
mint and used. Fine copies only are 
mounted, and you will find our prices 
reasonable. 

Will collectors not known to us be good 
enough to send us bank or business 
reference. 

H. A. L. HUGHES & co., 
28 Nelson House, Park Rd., Peterborough, 

England. 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

November, 1950. 

BOOKINGS BY: 

RAIL; ROAD; SEA; 

AIR; TICKETS; 

RESERVATIONS; 

BAGGAGE; HOTEL 

ACCOMMODATION. 

Let the S.A.R. Tourist 
Bureau look after it 

all for you. 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 

To set off, knowing that everything has been 
booked a~d ~rrai:iged for your comfort from first to 
last-thats a JOY mdeed when you travel. And that is 
exactl~ what the S.A.R. Tourist Bureau is for. 

Tickets, bookings, reservations by land sea or air 
ht?tel accommodation, meals and beddin~ en rout~ 
will all be arranged_ for you· if you call at their office. 

If you are flymg by Springbok Service and you 
book t~rou_gh the Tourist Bureau, your hotel accom
modat10n m the United Kingdom \Vill be arranged 
for you. 

One office to visit, one payment to make and 
you're all set for a pleasant journey. 

Get in touch with your nearest 
Tourist Bureau or Stationmaster 

Listen to Carmen CazJCZllaro on Springbok Radio 

every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday e,)cning at 7 

iii 
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Bond Street Stamp Auctions 
Forthco1ning Sales : 

NOVEMBER 20, 21. 

EUROPEAN "CLASSICS" - Stamps of 
Austria, Belg:um, Denmark, France, German 
States (with Heligoland and Specialised 
Hanover and Mecklenburg-Schwerin), Nor
way, Sweden and Spain - all in Superlative 

condition. 

Illustrated Catalogue I/-. 

NOVEMBER 20, 21. 

AN IMPORTANT GENERAL SALE, including 
the extensive mint Collection of KENYA, a:so 
Rhodesia, offered by order of M. J. H. Fair~ 
bairn Esq., of Lincoln's Inn, London, W.C. 

Illustrated Catalogue 6d. 

H. R. Harmer 
AND AT 

NEW YORK 

International Stamp Auctioneers 
j;, 0 

I
. /9 ~. ~£ . NEW . BOND STREET 

L QIN DO N , W . I • Eng I a n d 
Cables: "PHISTAMSEL, LONDON." 

AND AT 
SYDNEY 

"@ Published by the Philatelic .Fede'rat~n elf Southern Africa. Sole Wholesa le Distributors: Central News Agency, 
Lt.cl., .Johannesburg. Printed fy Pro~pt frinfing Ca. ( Pty.), Ltd., 7 Harris Street, Westgate, Johannesburg. 
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PHILATELIST 

Price 9d. 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Registered at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper. Price 9d. 

Vol. 26. No. 12. DECEMBER, 1950. Whole No. 309. 

BOOKS FOR CHRISTMAS 
When you make your Christmas Gift List be sure that you 

choose these books for your philatelist friends 

The Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage Stamps 

Vol. I. Great Britain and Possessions in Europe. This volume will be re
printed shortiy. Pre-paid orders can be accepted for deiivery on 
publication. 21 / -

Vol. II. The British Emi:;ire in Afr:ca. 
Available now. 

Vol. Ill. The British Empire in Asia. 
This volume will be ready shortly. Pre-paid orders can be ac
cepted for delivery on publication. 

Guide Lines To The Penny Black 
by P .• C. !..ichtfield. 

The Overland Mail 
by J. K. Sidebottom, O.B.E. 

Postage Stamps In The Making 
( F. J. Melville). Rewritten and completed by John Easton. 

The Cancellations of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland 
by H. C. Dann. 

9d. Postage on each of the above volumes. 
Send for details of other attractive Literature which 

we have in stock. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
Philatelic Publishers 

21 /-

21 /-
25/-

25/-

21 /-

15/-

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.l 
Telephone: Trafalgar 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London." 

BOURNEMOUTH - PHILADELPHIA - MELBOURNE - BOMBAY. .I 
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.f/nothet 

genJatlonal ogget Dot 
Unlon f!ollectotJ 

SOUTH 1AFRICA 
Id. Error - No Watermark 

HORIZONTAL PAIR 

S.G. NUMBER 43a. CAT ALbGUE VALUE £4 15 0d. 

PRICE 42/6 UNUSED* 
BLOCKS PRO RAT A. 

• 
ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER ARE AVAILABLE, AND INTERESTED COLLECTORS 
SHOULD ORDER AT ONCE TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT. ALL ORDERS WILL 

BE HANDLED IN ROT A TION . 

• 
*This Stamp being of proof status, exists almost entirely on ungummed paper. 

Readers are reminded that a Monthly Commentary and Price-List is available 
Post-Free on application. This features the most detailed offers of Unions, included 
in any Price-List. 

• 
JOHN MENDELSSOHN 

25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, Commissioner Street, 
JOHA~NESBURG 

_eox No. 1607. Hours I 0.30 a.m.-2.30 p.m. Office 33-8494. 
Phones: R ·d 43 1519 es1 ence - . 
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SOUrrH AFRICAN PHILA TELISr-r 
PROPRIETORS AND PUBLISHERS: 

The Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa 

Honorary Editor: Dr. J. H. HARVEY Pl RI E 
Business Manager: Mr. L. BU,CHEN 

t P.O. Box 4012, Johannesburg. 

Subscription: Eight Shillings per annum, post free to any part of the World. 

Vol. 26. No. 12. DECEMBER, 1950. Whole No. 309~ 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
to our readers and advertisers 
and Good Hunting in 1951, 

EDITORIAL 

"Res·earch". 

II 

In the October issue of the American Philatel
ist Mr. Wardwell says he has long been puzzled 
at the alarm with which the great majority of 
stamp collectors shy away from the word "Re
search." It is "not for me" they say, and yet 
there is no collector between the ages of nine 
and ninety who does not indulge in research to 
a greater or lesser extent. 

First of all, of course, it is a good thing to 
define one's terms of reference. \,\That is Re
search? Many think it necessarily involves, in
ter alia:-

(a) Delving into official records and archives. 
(b) Writing 1o or interviewing stamp prin

ters. 
(c) Making a critical summary of everything 

that has been written on the subject being 
researched. 

( d) Studying as many as possible of the 
stamps being dealt with. 

Well, it may involve all these factors, hut it 
need not necessarily do so. 

Manv definitions of "Research" are to be 
found 1n various dictionaries, etc. Mr. \,Varclwell 
accepts a simple one - "Diligent Enquiry". Let 
us take that one and see where it leads u~ in the 
subject of Philately. 

Every child who begins stamp collecting is a 
researcher, although probably at first in an un
organised and disorderly fashion. When he ad
vances, or when an adult begins, his research 
is more disciplined, as when he studies his cata
logue, measures perforations, looks for water
marks, etr. 

The stage usually comes when he has to re
search into the question as to what limits he 
shall put on his collecting activities. He becomes 
a specialist and willy-nilly indulges in more re
search. 

The reason for this is simple. He no longer 
finds that the ordinary catalogue mees his needs. 
Catalogues must be financially profitable and 
must therefore have a wide appeal. To have this 
wide appeal they must compress as much in
formation as possible into one book; this com
pression necessitates their touching only on the 
high points about any one stamp. 

The specialist collector therefore turns to 
other sources for information - talk and com
parison of stamps with fellow collectors, books 
and magazines, etc. 

He may ultim:J.tely find himself looking at his 
stamps with a view to finding out something 
which the other fellow hasn't discovered. From 
this it is only a short step to publishing what 
he finds out and so sharing his knowledg·e with 
fell ow collectors. 

We commend this view of "Research" to our 
readers. Don't be scared off it as something far 
too highbrow for you. A lot can be discovered 
by simple diligent enquiry; even if you may find 
it leading you into difficult tangles, you can get 
a lot of fun out of it. 

In his final paragraph Mr. Ward\vell says 
"One cynic has defined plagiarism as copying 
the work of another and research as copying 
the work of two or more others." V\r e trust 
he will forgive us if we have been a little guilty 
of plagiarism in writing this editorial; we would 
plead that we have at least had the decency to 
acknowledge the source of our remarks. 

THE STEVENSON "CAPES". 

The highlight of last month's auctions in 
London was the sale by Messrs. H. H. Harmer 
of the Cape triangular collection belonging to 
Mr. D. Alan Stevenson. 

A set of 40 Colour Proofs fetched £320. The 
study collection of re-entries and constant 
marks, which was awarded a silver-gilt medal 
at the recent London International, was sold 
for £1,550. 

Amongst the "Woodblocks" a superlative 4d. 
deep bright blue went to £300. A Id. nale blue 
error made £460, while the famous block of 
four, three rd. vermilion with the error 4d., 
fetched £1,450, the highest price obtained for a 
single piece at a London auction for many years. 

The total realisation was £16,800, the maximum 
ever reached for a Cape collection, 
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Union Notes 
SUB-EDITOR: Mr. W. N. Sheffield, 

Box 99, Cleveland, Transvaal. 

The Department of Posts and Telegraphs Dis
play at the Johannesburg National Exhibition. 

Of all the attractive exhibits on view at th~ 
National Philatelic Exhibition held in I ohannes
burg from the 23rd to 28th October, I<J50,, there 
is no doubt but that one of the most interesting 
to collectors if! general, and Union enthusiasts 
in particular, vvas the excellent display by the 
Publicity Section of the Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs. 

Selected to illustrate some of the principal 
stages in the preparation of the Union's stamps, 
the items were divided into two parts. The first 
contained in a specially constructed cabinet de
signed to allow for conveniently viewing the 
actual Master Negatives and Multopositives as 
used by the Government Printing Department in 
the production of the 1949 Universal Postal 
Union set and the Voortrekker Mon11ment Com
memorative set. The accompanying photograph 
taken by Mr. F. G. Froelich of J ol1anneshnrg, 

Photo F. G. Froelich. 

illustrates the cabinet as it appeared in the 
Exhibition hall and shows the glass plates so 
illuminated that everyone had an opportunity of 
seeing just what the Master Negatives and Mul
topositives ( or Dia positives, as they are fre
quently called) looked like in their original 
state. 

The second part, arranged in glass frames, 
showed in addition to the three original designs 
for the Voortre,kker Monument Corn:nemorative 
issue, drawn by the South Aftican artist, Mr. 
W. H. Coetzer, twenty-eight full sheets of the 
colour trials which had been prepared by the 
Government Printer for the U.P.U. and Voor
trekhr Monument sets of 1949. Admirably 

11101mted on toned cards and each covered with 
a protective sheet of clear cellophane, the vari
ous colours and shades of the stamps could he 
easily observed and allowed for an interesting 
comparison with the final colours of the two 
commemorative issues as selected hy the author
ities for use on postal matter. 

The fact that four of the sheets of the 1Jd. 
Voortrekker: Monument trial series had been 
printed in two colours - Green ancl Gold, etc. 
- and also showed two cvlinder number im
prints on the margins, male it evident that at 
one stage in the preparations, consideration had 
been given to printing this particular stamp, de
picting the Monument., from hath an interior 
and an exterior cylinder, instead of the single 
unit subsequently adopted. 

There was no official designation of any of 
the colours on the trial sheets and therefore anv 
listing can only be of a general nature, but fo.r 
those who would like to have some idea of the 
range of shades in the different denominations, 
the following classification, compile<l with the 
assistance of Mr. D. H. Kirchner of Port Eliza
beth, will serve as a basis. 

Universal Postal Union Issue. 
~-d. Denomination 

(1) Green-Accepted colour. 
(2) Apple green. 
(3) Pale emerald green. 
(4) Blue green. 

rd. Denomination. 
(I) Red-Accepted colour. 
(2) Dark chocolate brown. 
C,) Chestnut (similar to the I~d. K.H. issue). 
(4) Vermilion orange (similar to 6d. Large 

War) 
3d. Denomination. 

(r) Ultramarine (Reckitt's Hlne)---Accepted 
colour. 

(2) Greenish blue. 
(3) Prussian hlue. 
(4) Sea blue. 

Voortrekker Monument Commemorative Issue. 
Id. Denomination. 

(1) Violet lake-Accepted colour. 
(2) Vermilion lake. 
(3) Brownish red. 
(4) Orange vennilion. 

I }d. Denomination. 
( 1) Green-Accepted colour. 
(2) Green and Gold. 
C,) Blue green and gold. 
(4) Pale blue green and (;old 
(5) Bronze gTeen and Gold 

Two cylinder printing Cent re 111 C.old. 
(6) Blue 
(7) Dark green. 
(8) Bronze green. 

3cl. Denomination. 
(1) Dark blue-Accepted colour. 
(2) Light ultramar,ine (Light Rec.!(itt's blue). 
(3) Light sky blue. 
(4) Milky blue. 
It is understood to he the intention of the 

Department of Posts and Telegraphs to main
tain the exhibit as a permanent feature and it 
will therefore be available again for exhibition 
purposes in other towns of the Union. As a 
most interesting and unique display it cannot 
fail to prove an attraction to every collector of 
stamps and we are very mnd1 incle!)ted to the 
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Postmaster-General and his staff for their kind 
co-operation in making such an excellent exhibit 
possible. Also, before closing this paragraph, a 
\\'ord of thanks and appreciation to the obliging 
ofiicials who worked so clieerf ully to cater for 
the thousands of entliusi;u,ts who used the Exhi
bition Post Office to sucl1 good advantage 
during the Exhibition week. From 10.0 a.m. to 
IO.o p.m. they gave service with a smile and 
their untiring efforts to assist both young and 
old went a long way to making the Exhibition 
an outstanding success. 
Misplaced Overprints on 2d. "Officials". 

The accompanying illustration shows a portion 
of a sheet of 2d. "Officials" with misplaced 
overprints recently seen in .Johannesburg. The 
sheet is one from that particular issue of the 
2d. "Officials" which appeared after the "mixed 
fount" printing recorded in the March 1949 
Union Notes. The photograph gives an excellent 
idea of the extent of the misplaced overprints 
and will enable any future owner of mint copies 
to determine the particular position they came 
from. The items missing from the lower part 
of the sheet "·ere inadvertently used for post
age. 

Broken "0" Variety in Current 2d. "Official." 
An interesting item which came to light dur

ing Exhibition week was the broken "O" variety 
in the overprint on one of the 2d. "Official" 
stamps. 

It occurs on the English inscribed stamp No. 
17 in the 7th Row and shows the top portion of 
the "O" in OFFISIEEL missing to the extent 
that the word takes on the form of "UFFISI-
EEL." . 

Change in the Overprint Fount on the ]/. 
"Officials". 
Following on the new issue of Id. and 2d. 

"Officials" with the larger overprint, mentioned 
in our October Notes, Mr. S. J. Hagger of 
Alberton records the appearance of a new T /
"Official" bearing a similar type of overprint. 

There is no change in the basic stamp and the 
all-screened printing with Cylinder Nos. 6926 
and 6935 is the same as that employed for the 
previous issue (See August 1950 Union Notes), 
but the fount is of the larger type and the spac
ing is constant at 19 mm. 

The overprints read downwards as before and 
the setting of "Offisieel" on the left and "Offi
cial" on the right hand side of the stamp has 
not been altered. 

1950 Christmas Stamps. 
The 22nd issue of Chri~tmas stamps, for use 

as letter seals, appeared at post offices through
out the Union on November 6th and will remain 
on sale until the 24th December. They are sold 
at 1d. each in sheet and booklet form for the 
prevention of tuberculosis funds and have no 
postal value, but despite this factor have been 
steadily gaining the interest of collectors since 
they first came into being in the Union in 1929. 

This year's issue (see illustration on page 185) 
depicts "A Sunshine Home" and the stamps 
have been printed on paper watermarked with 
Multiple Springbok's Head. The booklets, con
taining one or more panes of six stamps, are 
priced at 6d., I/-, 2/6, 5/- and rn/-, and the 
sheets of 120 stamps (6 rows x 20), at 10/-. The 
latter are in the usual form of three rows set 
tete-ht'·che to the other three, hut there are 
no slogans on the margins. 

A BOGUS ISSUE. 
Mr. Lancelot A. B. Sharpe submits a Natal 

Q.V. Hi. overprinted "Z.A.R./Enn Penny". Even 
without the error "Enn" for "Een" we ~ake it to 
!)e bogus. an Alhmn \\'ee<l or phantom philately, 
111 other words. 

ARGENTINE INTERNATIONAL 
EXHIBITION. 

We learn from "Stamp Collecting" that this 
exhibition has heen postponed owing to trouble 
between various Ministries of the Government 
over the admission of stamps from outside the 
country. Perhaps they expected all the exhibits 
to come from the Falkland Islands, whose 
stamps are always tabooed in the Argentine. 

PHILIPPINES. 
The Bureau of Posts announces the issue of 

2 semi-postals issued on 30th November. One 
features a war widow and children, the other a 
disabled veteran. 
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WANT LISTS. 

During 5 o years of fair trading, we 

have accumulated a comprehensive stock 

of British Colonial and Foreign Stamps 

- especially strong in Australasia, Brit, 

ish West Indie3, France and Colonies 

and King George VI issues of all Colo

nies. 

A Want List by any Standard Cata, 

logue, will receive prompt an<l careful 

attention. New clients, kindly send trade 

references. 

BRIDGER & KAY, LIMITED, 

861 Strand, London, W.C.2. 
England. 

A flNE GENERAl STOCK 
of British Empire & foreign 

G.Vl Ohsoletcs, Current an<l New Issues 

Foreign New Issues 

Air Mails 

Albums and Acces3orics 

Want Lists and Enquiries Welcomed 

Write for Free Price Lists 

P.O. Box 4290. 

PENINSULA STAMP CO. (PTY.), Ltd. 

trading as 

CAPE TOWN STAMP CO. 
Rooms 12 and 12a, 

14a Adderley Street, 

CAPE TOWN. 

Service_;:;:,! 
• NEW ISSUES: 
The world's leading and largest New Issue 
SE'rvice. 

• APPROVALS: 
More than 1,200 books of British Empire and 
Foreign Countries are available for inspection. 

t) WANT LISTS: 
Accumulations from 80 years of stamp deal
ing enable us to handle want lists of any sizf'. 

• PUBLICATIONS: 
Annual Set List (Price Gd.), Philatelic Bul
letin (Monthly, specimen free), The Standard 
Catalogue. Indispensable to the General Col·
lector. 

• ALBUMS: 
"Paragon", "Acme" and "Cosmos". Known 
and used by stamp collectors everywhere. In 
many attractive styles at reasonable price~. 

ENQUIRIES ARE WELCOMED. 

WHITFIELD KING & CO. 
Ipswich, England. 

Stamp Dealers since 1869. 

WANTED TO BUY 

COLLECTORS MAKE THOSE EXTRA £££££££ 

TO ENABLE YOU TO BETTER YOUR 
COLLECTION. 

WANTED TO BUY IN LARGE QU.AtHiTIES 

the following stamps: 

South Africa 2d., 3d., 4d., 6d., I/-, 2/6, 
5/-, I 0/- current singles. 

U.P.U. Victory Royal Visit, Voortrekker Natal 
Settlers. 

S.W.A. ½d. to I/- current singles. 

T.V.L., .Cape of Good Hope, O.F.S., Natal, 
low values such as Edwards Hope Sitting and 
Standing, etc., etc. 

All quantities but not less than I 00 per 
item. All stamps to be clean taken off paper, 
and counted in I 00's or 500's, Good prices 
offered. 

Please communicate with 

SYDNEY JACOBS 

165 Cape Road ----- Port Elizabeth. 
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A CHANNEL ISLAND LOCAL. 
The sub-office on Herm Island, a small island 

three miles from Guernsey, closed down in Nov. 
1948. There is a considerable mail in the sum
mer months as many visitors go to ::t famous 
"shell beach." The mail had to be taken to 
Guernsey by the lessee of the island and with 
the permission of the P.M.G. he issued a set of 
5 stamps, !d., rd., 2d., 6d. and I/- to cover cost 
of conveying nuil to Guernsey, whence of course 
H~iti_sh stamps had to be used for further trans-
11Jtss1on. 

FRANCE AND COLONIES. 

AUSTRALIAN STATES 
Australia - New Zealand 

We have a fine stock of the above and shall 
be glad to send an approval selection to any 
collector interested. 

Please say what are your particular inter
ests, and whether you collect both mint and 
used. Fine copies only are mounted, and you 
will find our prices reasonable. 

Will collectors not known to ug be good 
enough to send a bank or business reference. 

H. A. L. HUGHES & CO. 
28 NELSON HOUSE, PARK RD., PETER

BOROUGH, ENGLAND. 

S.A. PHILATELIC EXCHANGE CLUB, 

SPECIAL NOTICE. 

189 

Study of the stamps of these territories seems 
to he increasingly popular across the Atlantic. 
The French Philatelic Society of America, lo
cated in Montreal, has been advertising in our 
columns for some months back. Now we <1re in
formed of a study group meeting at the Col
lectors' Club in New York. Anvonc interested 
in this should communicate with- Mrs. Helen A. 
Stringham, 34 Minerva Avenue, Manasquan, 
~ e,Y Jersey, U.S.A. 

EXCHANGE WANTED. 
We wish to inform all members that as from the 

1st January, 1951 

Mr. Harry Jeffery, of Flat 3, 55 Mansfield 
Avenue, Christchurch, New Zealand, \\ho speci
;tlises in mint _r,.;ew Zealand and Pacific Islands, 
wishes to correspond and exchange with a 
specialist South African collector. Basis to be 
mutually arranged; is prepared to send maga
zines and all the latest news from his area. 
(If anyone ta,kes on this exchange will he please 
pass on hot news to the "S.A. Philatelist." 

MR. ARNOLD C. GERARD, 
18 Strand Street, Port Elizabeth 

~!~1
a~cfe~1}f ~~t! 1h!tfAt:r~<;~;nf{ ~!~~be!}~f'he1:ft 

and I trust all will co-operate with him ag they have 
done with us during the five and a half years we 
have run this Club. 

MR. and MRS. JOHN P. SHINGLER, 
8 Windsor Road, Vincent, East London, C.P. 

December, 1950 

APPROVAL SELECTIONS • • • 
We now have ready a fine range of ap,::,roval books of 

BRITISH EMPIRE 
sramps, numbered according to Gibbons' catalogue. The books are made up by 

countries and contain only fine copies. Keen and discerning collectors will find these 

books of great use in filling in gaps, adding new shades and unusual postmarks, etc .. 

and each book usually contains some int•3resting uncatalogued material. 

First-class references required fr.om collectors who are not already known to us. 

ROBERTSON STAMP CO. (PTY.) LTD. 
P.O. Box 5826. Shop, 14, Old Arcade, I 00 Market Street, JOHANNESBURG. 
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throughout of the said gutter measured Imm. 
from stamp to stamp as depicted in Sketch No. 
2 and lettered "E" and "F". 

These 120-set stamps likewise were perfo
rated to the gauge of 14 x 14 by a comb 
machine which worked across a sheet from left 
to right as depicted in Sketch No. I by a Tow 
of combs marked "L.R.", or from right to left 
as depicted by a row of combs marked "H. L." 
The central vertical gutters \Yere perforated 
horizontally with rows of 8 perf. holes as drawn 
in Sketch No. 2. See also the horizontal row of 
perf. holes in the illustration over the name 
"Groot Schuur" on page 25 of the Standard 
Catalogue of South African Postage Stamps 
issued bv the Philatelic Federation of Southern 
Africa. the variety catalogued as the oval or 
egg-shaped perfs. is to be tonnd also on Sheets 
printed from the No. 2 plates. The oval perfs. 
variety from the No. 2 plates is distinguished 
from that from the No. I plates by the size of 
the stamps. 

Two dots, one ;tbont ~!mm. vertically above 
the other, in the colour of the frame appear~d 
at the top of the vertical gutter and a vertical 
guide line in the frame colour below its base. 
The distance from the top extremity of the said 
guide line to the bottom left apex or corner of 
Stamp No. 55 of the right-hand panel measured 
9 millimetres. Viele Sketch No. 2. 

Each 120-set sheet exhibited two imprints 
represented in the No. I Sketch by thick hori
zontal lines and prefixed V and VI in the loca
tions below the third and the fourth vertical 
rows of stamps of panels "E" and "F". 

The frames of the stamps which comprised 
the 120-set sheets measured 27½mm. by 22:lmm. 

The 2d. pictorial stamps printed on paper with 
inverted watermarks emanated from the No. 2 
plates. 

(C). Frame Plate No. 3 and Vignette Plate 
No. 3. 

The stamps which were derived from the No. 3 
plates were likewise printed in 120-set sheets 
as drafted in Sketch No. l in 2 panels of 60 
each and lettered "G" and "H". The width 
throughout of the dividing vertical gutter mea
sured 16mm. from stamp to stamp as shown in 
Sketch No. 2 and lettered "G" and "H". 

These 120-set sheets were perforated to the 
gauge of 14 x 13½ by a comb machine which 
operated across a sheet from top to bottom as 
depicted in Sketch No. 1 by a row of combs 
marked "T.B.", or from bottom to top as de
picted by a row of combs marked "E.T." 

The central vertical gutters ,vere not perfo
rated horizontally. Viele Sketch No. 2. Also 
see the illustration above the words "Native 
Hut" on page 25 arnl at the one of the pair of 
twopenny stamps on page 26 of th~ Standard 
Catalogue. Nate the absence of horizontal rows 
of perf. holes on the central gutter. 

A dot in the colour of the frame apveared at 
the top of the vertical gutter and a vertical 
guide line in the frame colour below its base. 

The distance from the top extremity of the 
said guide line to the bottom left apex or corn
er of Stamp No. 55 of the right-hand panel 
measured 11 millimetres. \'ide Sketch No. 2. 

Each 120-set sheet exhibited two imprints 
represented in Sketch Ko. 1 by thick horizontal 
lines and prefixed Vll and VII [ in the posi
tions below the third and the fourth vertical 
rows of stamps of pan~ls ''C" and "H". 

The frame measurernents oi the sta111ps de
rived from the Ko. 3 plates \\ ere similar to 
those from the No. 2 plate. 

The variety knmyn as the split "d" emanated 
from the right-hand panel of Frame Plate No. 
3, stamp No. 44. 

(D). The Vignette Plates. 

The vignettes of the 2-1-0-sct plates differed 
from those of the 120-set plates in respect of 
dimension. For the purpose of this article the 
basis of m~asurement taken \\·as the distance 
from the extremity of the pinnacles on the left
hand tower to the extrernitv of the one on the 
right-hand tower of the Union Building. The 
mt:asurernents were as follows:-

(a) Vignette Plate No. I (240-set)-15miu. 
(b) Vignette Plate No. 2 ( 120-set)-14jmm. 
(c) Vignette Plate No. 3 (120-s~t)-14~mm. 

Although the dimensions of the frame case-
ments and of the vignettes differed to the ex
tent mentioned, their geneses, nevertheless, 
were one set of Master Dies, namely, the Master 
Vignette Die, the Master Afrikaans Frame Die 
and the Master English Frame Die. Some years 
ago I compared the designs of the 2d. pictorials 
of the said different dimensions line by line 
and dot by dot and I consequently was con
vinced that they did not derive from Master 
Dies of different dimensions. In order to dispel 
all doubt I wrote to the printers and their reply 
to me was as follows :-

"\Ve engraved the original dies in 1925 and 
the first order for these stamps was printed 
in that year from plates containing 240 stamps 
(four panes of 60). Subsequently because we 
had a certain amount of trouble in registering 
the two colours we reduced the number of 
stamps to 120 to a plate and all orders except 
the original one were printed from plates of 
this size. Only one die (i.e. one for each of 
the frames and one for the vignette) was en
graved and therefore I can only imagine that 
the difference in size which you found has 
been caused lJy the paper stretching or 
shrinking. In no case were these stamps print
ed from flat plates and it is many years since 
we have produced the stamps by this method. 
Our plates are prepared by the transfer pro
cess, that is to say, a replica of the original 
die is rolled into the steel printing-plate by a 
<;tee! roller ttnder great pressure. These plates 
are then curved to iit our rotary plate print-

ing machines. Even \,·hen \H' printed these 
stamps from 240 set plates the sheets were 
cttt in half before being perforated. The per
foration was by a comb perforator, but we 
have 110 record as to how the sheets were 
fed into this machine." 



Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022

194 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST December, 1950. 

CONGRESS and EXHIBITION 
CONGRESS. This was ,veil attended bv about 

forty delegates and representatives o{ a big 
proportion of the Federated Societies. It was 
officially opened by His Worship the Mayor of 
J ohanneshnrg, Councillor J. M inccr and lat er 
in the day he entertained the company to a civic 
luncheon. 

The ·work of Congress spread over three days, 
but was not unduly rushed. The report of the 
Executive Committee showed that the Federa
tion was active, hut t lie cost of rm111;ng it, par
ticularly on the side of the "South African Phi
latelist" with printing· costs soaring, made it 
dear that there was 110 possibility of subscrip
tions being lmvered. 

It was also made dear that if mnrc of the 
Societies included a subscription to the Federa
l ion's magazine as part of their annual dues, 
there would not he the permanent l_v recurring 
"·orrv over finance. An increase in subscribers 
woulcl very likely also permit of an increase in 
size and more variety in fare. More variety, how
ever, is contingent on South African collectors 
supplying it, there is at present no Jiffirnlty in 
getting articles on Union stamps, but there is a 
paucity of writers on other aspects of philately. 

Congress again pledged its support for the 
Cape Town International Exhibition in. 1952 
and the Committee for the new edition of the 
Union Handbook intimated that publication 
might be expected in time for that great event. 

The report on the formation of an Expert 
Committee, to deal only with Southern African 
stamps, was accepted and it now remains only 
for the Executive to set this agoing. 

Mr. D. Slater-Kinghorn read an interesting 
paper on "Philatelic Libraries - Their Aims and 
Functions." This was given a Congress Award 
and will in due course he 1rnhlished. 

lt was decided that in future the President 
of the Federation should preside over Congress 
meetings, not, as in the past, the President of 
the Host Society. 

The design of the Certificates to he given to 
those whose names were inscribed on the Roll 
of Honour of Distinguished Philateli_.;ts, was ap
proved. Be it said that no names were added to 
the Roll this year. 

Mr. L. Buchen, who has been for some time 
Secretan· of the Federation and Business Man
ager of - the "South African Philatelist", inti
mated that owing to pressure of ln~siness, he 
was unable to carry on these duties. He was 
thanked very warmly for the efficient manner 
in which he had filled the dual post. It was de
cided to split 1.he duties; Mr. J. E. Frankland 
was appointed Secretary to the Federation and 
.Mr. A. J. Nathanson to he Business Manager 
of the S.A. Philatelist. 

Congress entertainments included visits to the 
Government Printing \N orks, the J ohanneslmrg 
G.P.O., The Star, and the Africana Museum 
where the Curle Collection and a selection of 
the Philatelic Library hooks and magazines 
were 011 show. Ai the fin:tl Congress and Exhi
bition banquet the exhibition awards were given 
to winners present, by Mrs. L. C. Burke, wife of 
the Postmaster-General. 

A private partr given by Mr. and Mrs. E.
Hunt at their residence was very much enjoyed. 

EXHIBITlOX. In the view of the organising 
committee this was a success. The quantity and 
quality of the exhibits both exceeded expecta
tions and an attendance of about 4,JOO persons 
spoke well for the popularity of th~ :?110w. The 
Jury had a long and diffirnlt task m their ad
judications. They were of opinion that the 
sclieme of dassiiication of exhibits and the 
scale of allotting marks was not very satisfac
tory, hut as it had been published t!1ev felt it 
had to he adhered to; this may account for 
what may appear to have heen anomalies in 
some of the ;rn·anls. 

The Exhibition Committee gratefully acknow
ledges gifts in cash or kind (stamps, philatelic 
literature, etc.) towards the cost of the Exhibi
t ion, from the following donors. These gifts 
were received too late to he acknowledged in 
the Exhibition Catalogue, in which an earlier 
list was published:-

Philatelic Societies or Clubs: Copperbelt, East 
London, East Rand, Grahamsto,vn, _l e,,·ish 
( ;uild Johannesburg, Pretoria Raill\·ay, Rhode
sia, Springs, Vereeniging. 

Dr. Berry, J. Durmister, E. A. 1:::I1urch. Dr. 
Faerber, E. Falk, F. R. Fryer, C. G. Hov,ell, A. 
A . .I urgens, C. F. Long, C. F. Louw, H. 'Marko
witz, J. Milligan, U. Milunsky, Robertson Stamp 
Co., H. Seelig. 

Special thanks are due to Mr. P. Kaplan, of 
the Express Gla<;s Works for the loan of the 
glass for the frames. 

EXHIBITION RETROSPECT 
By An Overseas Observer. 

Some sort of a display of stamps has come to 
he regarded as a desirable, if not indeed an 
essential adjunct to any Philatelic Convention. 
Johannesburg's contribution this ye::tr was on 
a more ambitious scale than usual. Dignified 
by the title "!\ational", it partook also of a 
competitive char:lcter. Entries, in consequence, 
,vere drawn from all parts of the Union, Rho
desia and Kenya, making them both more nu
merous and more varied than if they had de
pended entirely upon members of the organizing 
society, which is commonly the case. They num
bered IIO in all, of ,vhich no fewer than eighty 
received awards vf one kind or another. Whether 
this ,vas due to the uniform excellence of the 
exhibits, or to the indulgence of the Jury it is 
hard to say. Prejudging, and the marking of 
each exhibit ,vith the award it had received 
was an admirable innovation, since it enabled 
the unenlightened visitor to form some opinion 
as to the relative merits of the collections on 
view. It was difficult, however, to reconcile the 
conference of a Bronze Medal upon a really 
outstanding collection of the beautiful "Cameo" 
series of Gambia, all in first class condition and 
including some exceedingly rare blocks, with a 
Silver Medal a,vard for a small, and not very 
attractive display of British Post-cards. (K.H. 
The plaque was actually inscribed "British Post
marks"). Obviously the Jury had tound con
siclerahle difiiculty in arriving at their decisions. 
To the observer from Overseas 1 he Tohannes
hurg National Philatelic Exl1ihition of 19.50 ap
peared to present a fair cross-section of South 
African Philately, and as such it t)resented manv 
interesting features. Appropriately the acce,it 
was on "Africa", and it was the more surprising 
therefore to find among the Gold Medal awards 
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one for a particularly fine array of stamps oi 
the Falkland J slands, strong in vro0fs and es
says (ex- the Dr. Dudley Stone and oilier fam
ous collections of the past) entered hy Mr. C. 
G. Mummery of Cape Town. The "progress 
proofs" of the \tVhale and Penguin issue were 
especially noteworthy. 

Of the two collections of Cape 1 riangulars 
on view that of Mr. A. A. Jurgens was the 
most extensive, though the wisdom of including 
some of the debatable "bisects" was doubtful 
whilst Mr. Jack Shepherd's exhibit contained, 
among others, one superb used example of the 
1d. "\1/oo<lblock" (normal). Inevitably the con
ditions of the "\1/ oodblock errors" did not at
tain the same high standard. Nevertheless they 
were first rate exhibits and well deserved the 
Silver Medals with which they were rewarded. 
Union stamps as might be expected were much 

Photo 

in evidence, and it is surprising that uone of the 
thirteen entries was deemed worthv of more 
than a Bronze ;rn·ard. In this gro11p Dr. T. R. 
Berry's Essays, Proofs, Colour Trials and Speci
mens seemed to be outstanding, althc,ugh it re
ceived only a Certificate of Merit. 

Much popular interest was evinced in the 
selection from the 50,000 \\hole we.rid collec
tion belonging to Mr. Ernest Hunt, of Johan
nesburg, including as it did examples of such 
philatelic rarities as the "Austrian '1'vfercury', 
1 >ouhle Geneva", and the rarest British stamp, 
10/- Ed\\'ard VI I overprinted "LR OVFICTAL", 
mint. This remarkable exhibit received a Sih-er 
~'vf edal. 

Thematic collections made up an imposing 
sectiott an<l gained for their exhibitors a Sih·er 
Medal £or "Animal Stamps" (Dr. and Mrs. 

Chait) four Bronze and three Certificates of 
11erit. Kot a bad show for the first modern 
branch of Philatch·. 

It is quite impossible to describe, or eYen to 
enumerate all of the many fascinating frames 
that went to the making of this so excellent 
exhibition. But some reference must be made 
to the Court of Honour, wliere there were dis
playecl ''not for competition" two collections 
that ha<l already gained for their owners the 
highest awards at previous exhibitions, either in 
South Africa or Abroad. So famous dre they in 
their respective fields that little ne,v can be 
said about them to-day. Dr. K. Freund's "Maf e
kings" stand alone as the most comprehensive 
and highly documented that has ever been 
brought together. The Rhodesian rarities, proofs, 
essays and "Specimen" stamps shown by Mr. 
A. V . .I acob, of Cape Town, were a sheer joy 

F. G. Froelich. 

to behold and must have led to much breaking 
of the Tenth Commandment among his less 
fortunate con frcres . 

As for the setting, the Selborne !-Ldl proved 
adequate to the occasion. Daylighting was good, 
though the same cannot be said of the night 
illumination, particularly on the pht form, but 
there were few complaints tltat the st.;unps could 
not be properly examined and this is more than 
can he said of many more pretentious stamJ) 
exhibitions that the ,,ritcr l1as ;tlf•~rnled. 

By and large, the hard ,,·o r king Commit tee 
and Jury are to he congratulated 011 the success 
attending 1heir efforts, as ,,ell as 11p'>11 the at
tendance resulting from the splendid puhlicitv 
accorded to the event by the Johannesburg press. 
It is inclcc<l a happy augury for Cape Town in 
1952. D.B.A. 
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MORE IMPORTANT COLONIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE ISSUES. 

Booking Lists are now open for the following: 
Nyasaland: Diamond :Tubilee commem. Set of 4, Hd .. 

3d., 6d. and 5/-. Mmt, 7/-; Used ........................ 8/-
Virgin Is.: Legislative COUJ?.Cil comm em. set of 4, 6, 

12, 32c & 1 dol. 20c. , Mmt, 8/-; Used ...... ...... 9/
Tonga: 50th Anniversary, ½d. to 1/- (6), m., 2/6; 

Used ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 3/-
Also booking for: 
West Indies: University College commems, 28 stamps 

for 14 Cols. Mint, 9/6; Used .................................. 11/6 
Tonga: Queen's Birthday (3), M~nt, 1/8; Used 2/6 
Malta: Princess Elizabeth (3), Mmt. 1/7; Used 1:9 
St. Kitts: Anguilla (6), Mint, 2/7; Used ............ 3/-

Recent Colonial Issues: 
New Zealand: 1950 Health pair, Mint, Gd.; Used Gd. 

Canterbury Anniversary SE;t, Mi~t, 2/6; Used 2/6 
Australia: Centenary 2½d. pairs, Mmt, Gd.; Used Gd. 
Canada: 1949 Heads (original types) set of 5 m. 1/6 

ik1~:~:}'.f f ;!}IJJ::: ::~_-::: ;-::~ :: l~: 
Cayman Is.: new pictorials, ½d. to 1/- (u, 4/3) 3/9 

Complete set ~o 1_0/- (used 27 /3) ........................ 23/~ 
Gibraltar: Constitut10n commem. (4) ........................ 2/., 
Ireland: 1950. Holy Year (3) m. or u ............. 1/6 
Mauritius: new pictorials, set to 1 R (u. 5/9) 5/-

Complete set to 10 Rs. (used 40/9) .................. 35/9 
Niue: 1950 picts. ½d. to 1/- (used 4/3) .................. 4/-

Complete set to 3/- (used 11/-) .............................. 10/-
N. Borneo: Hl50 picts. 1 to 50c. (11) (u. 5/-) ...... 4/3 

Complete set to 10 dol. (used 60/-) .................. 55/3 
Turks Is.: 1950 set to 1/- (used 3/9) ...... ...... ...... 3

1
/4 

Complete set to 10/- (used 28/9) ....................... 25. -
Blocks pro rata. Postages extra. 
NEW ISSUE SERVICE in operation for_ more than 
twenty years. Particulars on request. Sixteen page 

List of George VI Colonials for 3d. stamp. 

EDWARD M. BERRY 
5 Knowles Road, Lytham, St. Annes, England. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA ~ 
ALL MINT. 

1923 setting I with hyphen, £1; green and i·ed 
S.G.12 pair cat. £15- £11 10s. Od. 

1823 setting II with hyphen 10 mm. between 
lines. 

S.G. 13 5/- purple & 
blue pair cat. £5 - £4. 

S.G. 13a 5/- purple & 
blue pair. no stop 
after Afrika, cat £20, 

£16. 

S.G. 14 10/- blue & 
olive-green pair cat., 

£10 - £8 10s. Od. 
S.G. 14a 10/- blue & 
olive-green pair, no 
stop · after Afrika. 
Cat. £30 - £24. 

1923-4 setting III £1 green & red S.G. 27 p1·. 
cat £12 ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ..... ...... £9. 
1923-4 setting VI 9mm between lines £1 green 
& red S.G. 40 pair cat £10 - - - - £7 /10/
A top right comer b_lock of 4 of the s~.m~ 

1~a~!gou{~•f l~'>"er p~1_r havmg_ ~1:0~.e~ £?f. 
1927 pictorial 2d. to 10/- S.G. 49-54 m prs .. £J. 
1923/27 Postage Due Transvaal 6d. optd. D.14, 
a block of 4, the upper pair 12mm. behyeen 
lines, the lower pair 14mm between Imes, 
uncat. ...... £17/10/-. 

We have a good range of all issues of S.W. 
Africa and shall be pleased to have e~qmnes 
from collectors interested for select10ns or 
single items. 

H. E . WINGFIELD 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2. 

ENGLAND. 

ANTIGUA, 1884/86 S.G.30 mauve, m. or u., 
either ............................................................ 50/-

1903/9 S.G.31/40 ½d.-5/- comp. mint ............ £6 
S.G.38 2/- grey grn. and pale vio., mt. 30/
S.G.40 5/- grey grn. and vio., mint, GO/-

used .................................................................. 65/-
1908/12 S.G.42/48 ½d.-2/- co~p. m~nt ...... 70/-

S.G.48 2/- grey grn. & v10., mmt ...... 45/-
S.G.49 5/- grey-grn. & vio., mint or used, 

either ............................................................ 40/-
1921/29 S.G.55/61 3d.-£1 comp. mint ..... £8.10 

S.G.61 £1 purple & blk./red, mint £7; 
used .................................................................. £8 

S.G.62/80 ~d-4/-, comp. mint .................. 70/-
S.G.80 4/- gr. blk. & red, mint 30/;,; 

used ............................................................ 35 -
1932 S.G.81/90 Tercentenary, com. mint £12.10 

S.G.90 5/- blk. & chocolate, mint ............ £8 
1935 S.G.91/49 Silver Jubilee, cpl. mint 18/6 

used ........................................................... , ...... 21/-
ASCENSION, 1922 S.G.1/9 ½d.-3/-, comp. m. £7; 

used ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... £7.10 
ditto overprinted "Specimen" .................. 70/-

1924/33 S.G.10/20 ½d.-3/- complete mint ...... £7; 
used ..... , ...... ...... ,..... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... £8 

S.G.1~ 6d. pair, one stamp showing Clef~ 
variety ............................................................ £7. 

1934 S.G.21/30 ½d-5/- comp. mint ............ 50/-
1935 S.G.31/34 Silver Jubilee, mint or used, 

either ............................................................ 85/-
ARGENTINE, 1939 679/686 U.P.U. mint ...... 42/-
BRAZIL, 1927 471/486 AIR used .................. 45/-
BOLIVIA, 1930 228/233 AIR mint ............ 25/-
PANAMA. 1948 595/600 Fire Brig~de mint 22/-
PARAGUAY, 1936' 596/606 AIR mmt ............ 35/-
SAL VADOR, 1948 965/976 Roosevelt mint 24,:,_ 

THE GLOBE STAMP CO., LTD., 
433 STRAND LONDON W.C.2. 

Telephones: TEMple Bar 0777-0778. 

SEYCHELLES 
All fine mint. Numbers by S.G. Catalogue. 

1 ............ 1/9 
2 ............ 7/6 
3 ............ 3/9 
4 ............ 6/3 
5 ............ 3/-
6 ............ 5/-
9 ............ 1/3 

10 ...... · ...... 1/3 
11 ............ 2/6 
13 ............ 2/6 
15 ............ 1/-
16 2/3 
25 9d. 
26 1/9 
27 4/3 
29 6/3 
30 7/6 
32 9d. 
33 1/3 

37 ............ 16/6 74 ............ 6/- i08 ............ 7d. 
38 ............ 10/- 75 ............ 6/6 109 ............ 1/3 
41 ...... ...... 1/9 78 ...... ...... 9d. 110 ...... ...... 1/6 
43 ...... ...... 1/6 79 ............ lOd. 113 ...... .. .... 2/6 

44 ............ 1/6 ~~ :::::: .-.·.·.·.-.· ~~= m :::::: :::::: ~~= !~ :.:·.·.·: . .-.-.-.-.-· it~ 85 ...... 4/3 116 ...... ...... 3/9 
48 ............ 10/- 87 6/3 118 ............ 9/-
53 ............ 3d. 89 ...... 2d. 119 ............ 9/-
54 ...... ...... Gd. 90 ...... 4d. 120 ............ 22/6 
55 ............ 1/- 92 ...... 1/3 121 ............ 2d. 
56 ............ 3/- 94 ............ 1/3 1.22 ............ 4d. 
57 ............ 3/- 95 ............ 2/- 122a ............ 3/3 
58 ...... 6/3 96 ...... 2/6 123 ...... .. .. 4d. 
60 ............ 6/3 97 2/6 123a ...... 1/-
64 ............ 3/9 98 3/6 124 ...... 1/-
66 ...... 5/- 100 3/9 125 ...... 1/6 
67 Gd. 100a ...... 3/9 127 ...... 2/3 
68 ...... 10d. 105 2d. 128 

34 ............ 6/3 
35 ............ 5/-

72 ............ 3/6 106 ............ 4d. to 10/6 
73 ...... ...... 3/6 107 ...... ...... 8d. 131 

Selections of British Colonials willingly sent 
on approval. 

P. 0. V. WARREN, 
38 Lancaster Garden, Clacton-on-Sea. 
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Cape of Good Hope 

Mint triangular blocks of 

four. 

1863 1 d. carmine 
4d. dark blue 
6d. mauve 

£55 
£75 
£80 T 1 /- emerald £225 

All other Capes in stock. 

DOUGLAS ROTH 
B.P.A. 

FAIRWAYS, MONA CRESCENT 

NEWLANDS C.P. SOUTH AFRICA. 

AUSTRALIAN COLLECTORS 

19c;1 Commomvealth Specialists' Catalogue hy 
()r!o-Smitli. Price 5/-. keg .Post, od.. extra. 

"Kangaroo Issues oi Australian Stamps," hy 
:-v1aj. H. l)ornwr-Legge, T.D. Price 10/6. 
Registered Post 6d. ext r:t. 

"Line Engraved Issues of 19q and the Essays. 
Die and Plate Proofs of the (ieorgian 1d." by 
Maj. H. Dormer-Legge, T.D. Price 10/6. Re
Major H.. Dormer-Legge, T. 1l. Price 10/6. 
kegistered Post 6d. extra. 

"id. K.G.V. Australian Commonwealth Stamps" 
by D. M. Neil. Price 7/6. Reg. Post 6d. extra. 

"K.C.V. dd,. Die 22" bv Gordon Wood M.D. 
(Lo11<lon-). Price 5/6. -Reg. Post 6d. extra. 

TRADE ENQUIRIES TNVlTED. 

Sole South African Agents: 

JACK'S PHILATELIST 
(Member B.P.A.) 

64-66 MAIN ROAD - MOWBRAY - C.P. 

Phone 6-3963. 

l want to buy Union issues from Inter, 
provincial.3 to date, mint and used, in, 
eluding booklets, Boer War covers, etc., 
and should he pleased to receive offers 
with full details of price, condition, 

quantities, etc. 

C. E. SHERWOOD, P.T.S. 
I 05 Marford Crescent, Sale, Manchester 

Great Britain. 

ALL MINTS UNLESS. OTHERWISE STATED. 

3 Albania 13/6 
1 Belgian Congo 1/6 
4 Chile 3/-
3 Cuba . 2/6 
4 Dom. Rep. 2/9 
1 Finland 1/3 
7 do. Berlin 14/6 
4 Ireland 3/-
4 Indonesia Rep. 7 /6 
2 Israel . 4/ -
1 Lichtenstein 1/6 

1 Italy, used 
4 Luxemburg 
4 New Hebrides 
5 Paraguay 
4 Portugal 
3 Spain........ . 
3 Sweden, used 
3 U.S.A ...... . 
8 Bahawalpur II 
1 Brazil .... 
3 Costa Rica 

Gd. 
6/6 
5/-

11/6 
5/6 
2/6 
1/6 
5/6 
2/6 
1/-
2/9 

3 Mexico 2/9 
5 Palestine 5/9 
3 Poland . 3/6 
2 San Marino 10/6 
3 Spanish Morocco Gd. 
4 Turkey 4/6 
3 Austria 1/-
5 Bolivia 2/6 

1 Denmark. rn. 
3 Egypt .... 
2 Germany 
2 Holland 
3 Iraq ..... . 
4 Djakarta 
5 Japan 

or u. 9d. 
6/6 
1/6 
3/6 
3/6 
7/6 
3/6 

7 Colombia 4/6 
3 Czech. 3/6 
2 Dutch Antilles 5/6 
3 France 2/-
1 Greece 1/-
3 Ifui 6/6 
4 N erdoka 7 /6 

7 Nonaro .. 
3 Norway ..... . 
3 Phillippines 
2 Rurnania 
2 Span. Africa 
3 Swiss 
8 Venezuela 

C.W.O. - Post Free - Subject unsold. 

A. Lichte11stei n 
B.P.A. 

10/6 
1/6 
2/-
4/6 
3/6 
3/6 

17/6 

BOX 576 BLOEMFONTEIN. 

The Philatelic Magazine 
(estab. 1875) 

is your illustrated guide to world 
collecting! 

Annual sub.: I 0/-. 
Specimen free on request. 

HARRIS PUBLICATIONS LTD., 
445, Strand, London, W.C. 2, 

England. 
Representative in South Africa: 
R. OSBORNE, P.O. Box 6710, 

Johannesburg. 
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II SOCIETY NEWS 
ORANGE FREE STATE & BASUTOLAND 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

At the August meeting, Mr. G. N. Gilbert gave a 
preview of his fine collection of Basutoland stamps. 
which he had entered for the Johannesburg National 
Exhibition. The collection was particularly strong in 
the "pre-stamp" section dealing with the various 
periods before Basutoland issued her 0wn stamps 
in 1933. Some research work was shown with regard 
to cancellations of the pre-Union period. The Union 
period, i.e. the time when only South African stamps 
were in usage in Basutoland, was represented with 
a _practically complete array of the stamps of the 
Umon cancelled at various places in Basutoland. 
Values up to the Georgian £1 and the pictorial 10/
and complete sets of the air mail and commemora
tive issues were shown cancelled in Basutoland. 
Many members present remarked with envy that 
they would be quite happy to have all these Union 
items with ordinary cancellations in their collec
tion. Mr. Gilbert's collection received a Silver award 
at the Johannesburg Exhibition. 

In September. the Annual General meeting was 
held and the following committee was elected for 
the ensuing year: President: Mr. C. A. Larsen; Vice
President: Dr. K. Freund; Hon. Secretary-Treasur
er: Mr. H. A. Scott; Exchange Superintendent: Mr. 
A. G. Denne; Committee members: Messrs. R. A. 
Brown. J. Lewis and R. G. Lyon; Publicity Offi
cer: Dr. Freund; Hon. Auditor: Mr. Lyon. 

In October, Mr. Larsen and Dr. Freund represent
ed the society as delegates at the Johannesburg 
Congress. Mr. Larsen received the distinction of 
being elected President of the Philatelic Federation 
up to and including the next Congress which is to 
be held in Bloemfontein in May 1951. Dr. Freund's 
Mafeking collection, excerpts of which were shown 
by invitation in the Court of Honour received much 
attention. The "Cape Times" brought a long col
umn about it on the front page, and the "African 
Mirror" newsreel featured it in its issue No. 592. 

Preparations for the Bloemfontein Congress in 
May next year are well in hand, and delegates ex
hibitors and visitors will be assured of a gi·and 
time in Bloemfontein, philatelically and otherwise. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG. 
_A_t the m_eeting held (?n Nov. 14th, Mr. Seelig ex

hibi_ted Switzerland_. This was a representative col
lect10n from early issues to the modern. It included 
several fine used copies. The pro-juventte issues 
were complete and there were numerous other 
commemoratives. The exhibit included tete beche 
and se-tenant varieties. and several mint blocks 
There were also the League overprints for vari
ous departme1:1ts, official overprints and postagt:> 
dues. Mr. Seehg gave a talk on his exhibit previou3 
to showing it. 

th!1"~·ot:~tt1nan~~ke on the exhibit :md prnposed 

At the meeting held on Nov. 27th, 1950, Mr. 
Buchen showed stamps of Canada from 1897 issues 
to the moderns. All the stamps Wf're m fine mint 
condition. Outstanding items were a complete set 
ot the piamond Jubilee, the 1915 New 'l'ax, all the 
air . mails and commemoratives. the imperfo!'ate 
varieties and booklet panes. There were also seve!'al 
flown covers. Mr. Redford spoke on the exhibit. 

I.T. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF RHODESIA 
The November Meeting was attended by 22 mem~ 

bers. T_he Vice-Chairman, Mr. J. E. Creewel was in 
the chair a<; Mr. Norman was indisposed. Mr. Creewel 
and Mr. Fox gave members a detailed account of 
Congress and. ~he Exhibition wh~ch they had at
tend~d as Official delegates of this Society. It was 
pleasmg. to SP;e that both these ~entlemen won 
awards m tJ:ie~r class at the Exhibition. Mr. Joe 
Lazarus exhibited a selection of British Empire 
stamps from his. collection. all stamps were neatly 
mounted and wntten up. Mr. Lazarus held a quiz 
before the Cl[!se of the meeting. The .:i.uiz was won 
by Mr. Prent1cP. a new member of our Society. 

G. C. W. 

POP T r:r .T- ,\ '1F:T r1 PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
. l\fr. G. P11 1hl'ing W'tS in the chair when the mept
lllg opened on Tuesday thr 21st Nov., 1950. 

A warm welcome was given to Mr. A V. Jacobs 
from Cape Town. Mr. Jacobs told the meeting that 
a Congress was to be held in Cape Town in 1952. 
This congress was not only for Cape Town, but 
for tlw whole Union, and it was hoped that mem
bers from P. E. and other CPntrPs would attend 
and send in thPir exhibits. 

The <'VPning was in the hands of Dr. J. W. Har
l'is who tabled. what he callPd "Medical Philately 
of _S.A." 01_- Stan~ps and cancellation of Medical sig
mf1cance, mcludmg S.W.A. and the Rhodesias. One 
of the items was a photograph of Dr. Hayes and 
his nursing staff. Dr. Hayes is the ')llly medical 
man who has designed a stamp. He drew a sketch 
and it was the first stamp to be photographed. 

At the Geneva Convention, it was decided that all 
prisoners of war shold be allowed to send letters 
post free. 

In July and August, 1948 all countries agreed to 
have a slogan on the franking to help children all 
over the world. 

Dr. Harris also explained in his talk, the difference 
between straight franking and cross franking. He 
went on to explain the links from design on stamps 
of medical significance - such as the Aloe on 
the }:loyal Tour issue, and the Goggles on the 6d. 
war issue, to protect the eyes. The slogan to .. Eat 
more fruit" for health's sake, etc. It was a most 
jnteresting evening; Dr. Harris has studied his sub
Ject thoroughly and induced mmbers to see the 
small items on some stamps which hav~ been over
looked. All members hope that Dr. Harris will dis
play again in the near future. 

The hearty vote of thanks accorded by Capt. 
Graham on behalf of the meeting was well deserved. 

There was the usual auction when Capt. Graham 
officiated as auctioneer, after which the meetin_g 
closed at 9.45 p.m. L.E.C. 

THE EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
Meeting held in the Colo::iseum Lounge on Friday 

the 10th November. 1950. 
There was a moderate attendance at this meeting 

and visitors were cordially welcomed. 
Mr. J. V. Jensen was the only East London ex

hibitor at the Exhibition in Pretoria and won an 
award. He agreed to show this collection at the 
Christmas month n1eeting. 

Covers by Mr. S. A. McCallum. showmg "Official'' 
Stamps to the value of 10/- with Exhibition post 
mark. were neat and interesting. From these arose 
the question as to why South African Stamps were 
overprinted "Official". It was explained that they 
should be used abroad by Government Officials 
only, but some years ago this restrictiou was lifted 
and the stamps were made available at the General 
Post Offices in the leading Cities. 

Mr. Watson mentioned that the British overprint
ed stamps "M.E.F." and "Morocco Agencies" were 
usable in Great Britain - a Cover illustrating this 
fact was shown. 

Mr. B. Joseph's report on Congress was then read 
and proved most informative. A hearty vote of 
thanks was passed and it was agreed to ask Mr. 
Joseph to represent this Society at the Executive 
meetings of the S.A. Philatelic Federation. 

After various reports had been heard covering 
the pro_s and <;ons of rn<:>ving the meeting place of 
the ~ociE;tY - 1t was decided a~m?st unanimously to 
remam m the Colosseum bmldmg. It was most 
Pasily accessible and convenient. and a popular 
!'endezvous for visitors. 

.~r. McCallum gave his impressions of the Exhi
b1t10n and he rendered a candid and often amus
ing account of his own reactions towards the many 
and interesting displays which he inspected. He 
caused many a laugh by his wistful desire for neat
nes_s and tidiness. even in regard to historic covers 
which. as Mr. Watson explained, were letters which 
had been smuggled out in boots from Mafeking. 

The Junior Society was to be commended and 
encouraged for the interest and enthusia,,m they 
have displayed at their own meetings. They are 
holdin_g a competition in stamp designing, the best 
of which_ are to he shown at the Senior Society. 

The Displays for the evening were by Mr. C. H. 
Thornton and Mr. J. Sparkmann. 

Mr. Sparkman showed a modern collection of 
Southern Rhodesian stamos. These were very neat
ly "printed" up by the uniqe method of cutouts from 
an old catalogue. Very effective it was and he was 
thanked by Mr. Danner. 

_Mr. Thornton's rnagnificPnt di,,nlay r,f earlv St. 
Vmcent: St. Lucia. Varieties. Bisects 'ind N.S.W. 
A;ustrahan States, left us sne0ch!P«<: with admira
tion. 'fhe colours. design and details of these early 
Queens Heads were so exquisite as to "make one's 
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hair curl" according to one enchanted admirer and 
the page of Varieties and Errors stimulated the 
imagination into wondering where such treasures 
could be sought. Mr. W. J. Gillespie suitably thank
ed Mr. Thornton for such a philatelic treat. 

A pleasant meeting closed after refr~shments at 
10 p.m. U.C.S. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
·'Ladies' Night", on Nov. 9th, proved a most suc

cessful innovation. Six feminine philatelists provid
ed the programme. "Gambia," including a choice 
lot of Cameo heads was shown by Mrs. L. John
ston of Paarl, who also displayed some rare Rho
desian "imperfs." Her daughter, Miss I. Johnston 
contributed an advanced collection of Nyasaland. 
with values up to £10, whilst Commonwealth issues 
of Australia were the selection of Mrs. L. Grout. 
"Things of Beauty" in stamp designs were tse 
theme of Mrs. J. Clement and a varied array of 
stamps on covers came from Mrs. H. G. Hermann. 
A specialised collection of Iceland and a post-card 
sent by Raol Amundsen. from the Arctic regions 
that travelled round the world for eight years be
fore being finally delivered in Cape Town was en
tered by Miss C. Ellefsen. During the evening Mr. 
L. Simenhoff announced that he harl <lonated a 
silver cup for the best display given by u lady mem
ber each year. 

Mr. Douglas Roth chose an unusual and highly 
instructive subject for his display on Nov. 23rd. 
This took the form of "Reprints" from a number 
of countries :ind was greatly appreciated by a large 
audience. In the course of a most lucid disserta
tion on the why and wherefore of stamp "Reprints" 
Mr. Roth made it clear that there is no royal 
road to recognition of them. but a sound knowledge 
of the essential features of the originals can be a 
great help. His exhibit ranged from the "Royal 
Reprint" of the Penny Black, through the 1883 Re
prints of the Cape "Woodblocks" to the middle is
sues of New South \Vales overprinted "Reprint" for 
sale in sets to collectors. some of which were in fact 
not Reprints at all. but the genuine article. On the 
Chairman',; table at this meeting were displayed the 
"Arthur V. Jacob" Trophy for the best display of 
t11e year; the ''A. A. Jurgens" Cup for Philatelic 
Re8earch; the "S. Kaganson" Cup for Thematic 
Collections; and the "L. Simenhoff" Cup for the best 
exhibit by a Lady member. 

SPRINGS PHILATELIC SOCHJTY. 
October: Mr. Jack Shepherd provided. the exhibit 

for the evening. It is well known what wonderful 
Rtamps he J1as and he treated us to some of his 
South West Africa gems. It certainly made our 
mouths water to see whole sheets of rare stamps. 

November: Mr. Meeuwis gave a short talk on 
what happened at Congress and the Exhibition in 
Jo11annesburg. 

Members were asked each to show a few sheets 
of their favourite stamos. Mr. Moovman showed 
:wme very interesting stamps of Brazil, Mr. Meeu
wis displaved Seychelles, Mr. Bennie some of his 
f1.W.A. collection, Mr. Earnshaw showed some 
George VI and Mr. van der Watt a few sheets of 
U.S.A. 

It is expected that Mr. Merricks will provide 
the Exhibit for December. \ 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
There was a fair attendance at our meeting on 

November 1 and interest was maintained till the 
end. Efforts are made to make the meetings of 
general and _popular interest and those responsible 
feel well rewarded if good attendances result. This 
subject, in fact, came uo for discussion and some 
members voiced the opinion that beginners and col
lectors in a modest way were overawed and natu
rally reluctant to join stamp clubs with high-sound
ing titles: they felt that the words "Philatelic So
ciety" would convey to some a body of advancPrl 
collectors and experts who would be ·unsympathetic 
with and intolerant of the young collector and the 
average man who. collectPd stamps for pleasure. It 
was our duty to correct this misapprehension. More 
members nwant bigger attendance<s. 

Others felt that. in spite of this, better attend
ances at the meeting-s was expected of our present 
membership and different suggestions were mad" 
as to how the meetings could he hetter advertised. 
The monthly letter wa'l a valuahle ,neans 0f con
tact with the membership: it sPrved so well that 
it was possible members thought attendance un
necessarv in the drcum,;tp,,ces. 

Bro. Goudot exhibited his collection of Fran"P 
which was well received and admired. At thP 'locial 
meeting on November lfi, Mr. W. N. Sheffield dis-

played his massive collection of the large and ban
tam War Effort stamps of the Union. In addition 
to being a collection it represents a reference library 
of the issues ,:oncerned. A good attendance took it 
to their hearts and that it caused a sensation is to 
put the case mildly. Mr. Sheffield was cordially 
thanked for having given us the privilege of seeing 
this complete history of the "Wai· Effo1ts". 

We congratulate Mr. A. E. Church and Mr. R. A. 
Gilzean wno won awards at Johannesburg in Con
gress week. V.F.M. 

Collectors' Wonts & Olfers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 
Collections and rarities especially Unions 
wanted for cash. Kindly contact 
John Mendelssohn, P.O. Box 16o7, Johan
nesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quantities. 
Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69, Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

25% over Gibbons Catalogue prices 
offered for a superb used copy of Sierra 
Leone, S.G.51, 52, 53, 86a, 94, 95, 109, 
146a, 147, 147a. 

William Redfor~ P.O. Box 1182, Johan
nesburg. 

FOR SALE. Hight values and rarities, 
Ascension, Basutoland, Bechuanaland, 
Bermuda, Falkland Islands, Fiji, Gam
bira, Gibraltar, Gold Coast, Grenada, 
Jamaica, Kenya, Leewaral 1 s., Nigeria, 
Natal, Nyasaland, O.F.S., St. H~len;i, 
Seychelles, S. Leone, Soma!iland, South 
Africa, S.W.A., Sudan, Swa,,iland, Z;111-
zibar, Cape G. Hope. Price list of coun
tries ,vanted sent.-E. J. Drierley, Mor
kel Street, Somerset West. 

10% British Colonial New Issue Service 
for complete issues or up to r/- values. 
Choose only Colonies or Dominions re
quired. 

Particulars: W. B. Ross, 15 Balliol Road, 
Wyken, Coventry, England. 

Wanted: German South West Africa 
Special Items, Specimens, Covers, etc.
L. Buchen, P.O. Box 4012, Johannesburg. 

War-time air mail letter sheets and cards 
wanted; also Aerial Propaganda leaf
lets.-Robbs, Grendon, Northampton, 
England. 

Wholesale exchange with d~alers and col
lectors wanted. We need commemora
tives, Charity- and Aairrnal-Stamps in 
quantity. If requested, ,ve reciprocate 
with merchandise, like tools, Nylons, etc. 
Exchange propositions and first send
ings promptly answered. "\Vorld" 
Stamp Circuit, P.O. Box 989, San Fran-
cisco r, California, U.S.A. z z z 
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A THREE CORNERED (CAPE) CONTEST 

:\ ( ·1iampionship Class for "Tl1r.:e-cornercd 
Capes" is to he an outstanding fe,,tnre of a 
South African Tercentenary ( International) 
Stamp Exhibition, to be held in Cape Town at 
the time of the "Van Riebeeck Festival", 111 
Ap1:il r952. For the occasion it is proposed to 
bring together the \Yorld's finest collections of 
the early stamps of the Cape of Co0<I Hope in 
the land of their origin, upon the Centenary 
of their conception. Another notable exhibit will 
illustrate the Postal History of South Africa 
over three hundred years. · 

Whilst special prominence will be given, ap
propriately, to the Philately of Southern Africa 
(i.e. below the Line), and of the parent nations, 
Holland, Britain, France and Germ:rny, the ex
hibition will he international in scope with en
tries in the competitive Classes open to Phila
telists the world over. 

A special issue of stamps is foreshadowed in 
connection with the Tercentenary celebrations, 
and this may possibly carry a surtax in favour 
of the South African Olym1)ic Games, taking 
place at the same time. 

Sponsored by the Cape Town Philatelic So
ciety, under the auspices of the Phibtelic Fede
ration of Southern Africa and the Cape Town 
Committee of the "Van Rieheeck" Festival of 
1952, the Stamp Exhibition will form an inte
gral part of the national commemoration. 

Further particulars may be had from the Or
ganising Secretary, W. G. Comhrink, P.O. Box 
558, Cape Town, South Africa. 

\\Tith the Compliments of 
, DOUGLAS B. ARMSTRONG 
Director of Publicity and P1Jblications, 
South African Tercentenary (lnternat-

ional) Stamp Exhibition 1952. 

U.S.A. 
The fourth and last stamp of the \Vashing

ton Sesquicentenial series appeared _)n 22nd 
November. Unless the P.O. slips in another one, 
this will also be the last of the programme of 
commemoratives ior 1050 -- there have been 
eleven of them. 

SWISS PRO JUVENTUTE 
"Stamp Collecting" observes that Switzerland 

has exhausted its Alpine Flowers for these 
stamps, mucl1 to the regret of thematic collec
tors. They have risen to the occasion, however, 
by issuing on 1st December a set with butter
flies and bees. They do know how to please 
collectors (except ,vhen they issue those - over
printed stamps!) 

STAMPS OF ISRAEL. 
At the "Israel Cavalcade" held at Milner Park, 

Johannesburg 14-19 October, 1050, there ·was 
an exhibition of the stamps of ]srael, many of 
which ap1>eared also at the National Exhibition 
23-28 October. 

A Io-page pamphlet "The Story of the Stamps 
of Israel," well illustrated, was prepared. . t 
gives brief hut concise des·cription of the tem
porary makeshifts in the way of stamps, etc. 
from the time of the end of the Mandate, 
through the war \\'ith Arab states, up to the 
definitive issltes. 

MAURITIUS. 

Mr. W. H. Winclc in tl1e Natal Society's 
monthlv letter draws attention to an error of 
design ·in the recently issued 12c. stamp with 
the map and the Dodo. The latitude and longi
tude of the island are incorrectly given. Wasn't 
it Fiji \\'hich had a similar sort of error iu 1938? 
It is pretty sure to he corrected in the next 
printing. 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA. 

A mail went to the island on 19th October and 
one from the island arrived at Cape Town on 
13th November. The Tristan mark on this was 
the oval one described in our May issue. 

T.P.O.-NA TAL. 

It has always been a matter of some 
wonderment to collectors of T.P.O. marks 
that there was no evidence of any su;h office 
operating in Natal. So much so, in fact, that it 
had been concluded there never were any 
T.P.O.'s in Natal. 

.Mr. G. D. B. Williams, ho,vever, has brought 
to light a specimen proving beyond all doubt 
that at one period, at any rate, there was a 
Travelling Post Office in Natal. 

The mark is a backstamp on a registered 
letter from Standerton to Durban. It is a 
double-circle mark of 27 mm. diameter with the 
wording "T.P.0./NATAL" with two maltese 
crosses between the upper and lower lettering. 
The date is in two lines in the centre "27 DEC. 
/06". 

Will collectors keep a lookout for further 
specimens so that the period over which this 
office operated, and the length of its run may 
he determined? Meanwhile the histori~-11 of the 
Postal Administration has become interested and 
is searching through official records for infor
mation. 

NATIONAL MEMORIAL HEAL TH 
FOUNDATION. 

\Ve do not often refer in our pages to appeals 
other than philatelic, hut feel that an exception 
may be made in the case of the million-pound 
appeal just launched by Lt.-Ceneral G. E. Brink. 
The Foundation has already quietly done a lot 
of good work, now it wishes to put its living war 
memorial on a firm basis so that a mill:on for 
better health may mean health for the million. 
Send your token of remembrance and thanks
giving for the South Africans ·who gave their 
lives in World \Var 11 to P.O. Box 8-i46, Johan
nesburg or to any of the Foundation's regional 
centres. 
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GAMBIA (MINT ONLY} 

S.G. 45 at 9d,.; 46 at 1/9; 47 at 3/3; 48 at 6/3; 50 at 6/-; 51 at 4/-; 53 at 11/3; 55 at 13/9; 57 at 

9d.; 58 at 1/9; 59 at 7 /6; 60 at 2/6; 60a at 4/3; 61 at 6/-; 62 at 8/9; 63 at 8/-; 64 at 8/9; 65 at 

11/3; 66 at 13/9; 67 at 27/6; 68 at 42/6; 72 at 9d.; 73 at 1/-; 74 at 3/3; 75 at 3/9; 75a at 3/-; 

76 at 3/9; 77 at 4/3; 78 at 5/-; 79 at 4/6; 80 at 6/3; 81 at 7 /6; 82 at 12/6; 83 at 12/6; 84 at 16/3; 

85 at 20/-; 88 at 3d.; 90 at 9d.; 91 at 2/-; 92 at I/-; 93 at 3/6; 94 at 2/6; 95 at 2/6; 95a at 15/-; 

95b at 2/6; 95c at 1/6; 96 at 4/6; 96a at 3/3; 96c at 2/9; 97 at 2/3; 98 at 2/6; 99 at 3/-; 100 at 

4/-; 102 at 3/9; 102a at 3/9; 104 at 7/6; 105 at 9/-; 106 at 11/3; 107 at 25/-. 

S.G.109at6d.; ll0at7/6; Ill at2/-; ll2at2/-; 114at3/3; ll5at4/3; 116at 4/6; 118 at 1/6; 119 at 

4/-; 122 at 2d.; 123 at 6d.; 124 at 3d.; 125 at 4d.; 126 at 5d.; 127 at 1/3; 128 at 1/-; 129 at 1/6; 

130 at 3/6; 131 at 3/-; 132 at 5/-; 133 at 4/3; 134 at 4/-; 135 at 6/3; 136 at 7/6; 137 at 8/9; 

138 at 16/3; 140 at 15/-; 141 at 22/6; 143 at 4d.; 144 at 1/6; 145 at 2/6; 146 at 4/3. 

138 at 16/3; 140 at 15/-; 141 at 22/6; 143 at 4d.; 144 at 1/6; 145 at 2/6; 146 at 4/3. 

GOLD COAST (MINT ONLY} 

S.G.38at4d.;39at4d.;40at2/6;41 at3/-;42at3/-;43at3/-; 44 at 3/3; 57 at 27/6; 59 at 4d.; 59a 

at 5d.; 60 at 7d.; 62 at 2/-; 63 at 1/6; 64 at 3/9; 64a at 3/3; 66 at 11/3; 67 at 12/6; 69 at 2d.; 

77 at 2/6; 77b at 7 /6; 79 at 3/3; 79a at 4/3; 79b at 7 /6; 76 at 2/-; 81 at 7 /6; 84 at 47 /6; 85 at 2d. 

S.G. 79c at 5/3; Sia at 20/-; 82d at 30/-; 86 at 3d.; 87 at 4d.; 88 at 9d.; 89 at 1/-; 90 at 1/-1 

91 at 1/-; 94 at 2/3; 95 at 4/-; 96 at 6/3; 97 at 10/-; 98 at 17/6; I00a at 70/-; 113 at 3d.; 114 

at 3/-; 115 at 6/3; 116 at 7/6. 

ALL SUBJECT UNSOLD. CASH WITH ORDER. POSTAGES EXTRA. 

Write to:-

T. McMICl(ING 
(P.T.S. 1 B.P.A. 1 F.R.G.S.) 1 

P.O. Box I 81 CHOL0 1 NY ASALAND 1 BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 

iii 

~========================-:-===-=-==---
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/ 
CAPE OF· GOOD HOPE 

At Auction 
JANUARY 15th, 195 l. 

Souvenir Catalogue with six Photo Plates. 
Price 1/-. List of Prices Realised, 1/-. Air Mail 

Postage extra. 

H. R. 

ANOTHER MAGNIFICENT SALE ! 

The 
Outstanding 

:=scHOFIELDn 

COLLECTION 
Offered by order of the Executors of the late J. W. K 

SCHOFIELD, Esq., of Johannesburg. 

The outstdnding feature of this choice Collection 

is the superlative condition of the stamps; almost 

every specimen meriting the description, "superb in 

all respects." 

Many outstanding rarities included, such as wha 

is undoubtedly the finest existing copy of the BLU 

WOOD BLOCK ERROR, and a magnificent pair o 

the 4d. pale milky-blue on cover,. 

Triangulars include a . very fine range in strips, 

blocks, pairs, etc., all outstanding quality, and ther 

is also a choice selection of the later rectangula 

issues. 

Harmer 
AND AT 

NEW YORK 

International Stamp Auctioneers 
~9 - 42 NEW BOND STREET 

LONDON, W.I. England 
AND AT 

SYDNEY 

/ Cables: ;/HISTAMSEL, LONDON." 

~ Published by the Philatelic F¢der'.ation of Southern Afri•-•• · Sole Wholesale Distributors: Centr:'ll News Agenc 

~td., Johannesburg. Printed by \ompt Printing\Co. (Pry. ) , Ltd ., 7 Harris Stree.t, Westgate, Johannesbur 

) ' 
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