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IMPORTANT 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

It is with pleasure that we announce the amalgamation of the two Cape Town 
firms of E. Blum and Brian Nichols -& Co.,. under the guise of Blum, Nichols 
·& Co. (Pty.), Ltd. It will be obvious to stamp collectors that this linking will be 
to their advantage in many ways. The combined resources, both of stock ''and· experi
ence, coupled with the fact that we have been fortunate in obtaining further office 
accommodation and more staff, will insure prompt and efficient attention to all 
enquiries. 

Collectors will realise only too well the difficulties of obtaining the many illusive 
stamps. We aim at running a section entirely devoted to want lists, and will under
take to supply a very large percentage of requirements. An acknowledgment of your 
letter and all items in stock at the time of, its arrival will be posted within twenty
four hours. After a lapse of four weeks or so, as many of the outstanding stamps 
as can be obtained from our world-wide connections, will be posted to you ON 
APPROVAL. In other words, we will follow up want lists to our utmost, instead 
of relegating them to a "bottom drawer." 

Our new issue service is being extended to include most of the world. For our 
retail trade there is no deposit required or troublesome conditions laid down. We 
suggest that you support a South African firm that delivers the goods as expedi
tiously as the best overseas concern. 

In conclusion, Brian Nichols will be making, towards the end of this year, an 
extended trip round the Union, with the object of purchasing collections and accumu
lations. He will also have with him an interesting assortment of material and will 
look forward to meeting .old friends and making new acquaintances. An ftinerary 
is being prepared and will be advertised later. In the meantime, we should welcome 
information in regard to the kind of material you would, like to see, and if any of 
you have collections for sale, let us know so that your part of the world is includecl 
in the trip. 

Please address all correspondence to P.O. Box 3662, Cape Town. Personal visits 
to Dumbarton House. This is the new building that has just been completed on 
Darter's old site and is on the corner of Church and Adderley Streets. 

Blum~ Nichols & Co. (Pty~) Ltd. 
DUMBARTON HOUSE, P. 0. Box 3662. CAPE TOWN 

,.l 
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UNION NOTES. 
Bantams without marginal inscriptions. 

Mr. J. F. Keogh reported having 2d. Ban
tams with plain margins above and below 
the central side arrows and enquired if this 
was a recognised variety. His letter was re
f erred to Mr. W. N. Sheffield, who writes as 
follows:-

Sheets of 2d. Bantams with plain margins 
at the side centres were on sale about April 
and May, 1945. In this printing the mar
ginal slogan, "Buy Union Loan Certificates," 
was replaced by double parallel lines inter
sected by figures of 240, but the lines and 
figures did not extend to the side arrows 
and therefore that portion of the margin 
covering in length the two centre stamps is 
devoid of any printing matter apart from 
the arrow mark. This issue of the 2d. was 
followed soon afterwards by one in which 
the paraltel lines and figures in the margins 
were carried right up to the side arrows and 
in consequence the blank space adjoining the 
two centre stamps was filled up. It is worthy 
of note that the same varieties of blank mar
gins at the side arrows also occurred in the 
ld. and 6d. values when these were issu8d 
with figures and parallel lines in the margins, 
but though the ld. subsequently went throug·h 
the same change as the 2d. and the blank por
tions were filled up I have seen no examples 
of a similar change in the 6d. 

It will be seen, therefore, that centre blocks 
of the three values of the Bantams mentioned 
can exist with no indication of margina.l 
printing and in the case of the ld. and 2d. 
values such issues were only on sale for a 
comparatively short time. 

Swissair Proving Flight. 
This company's second flight from Geneva 

to Johannesburg took place on 21-23 Novem
ber. This flight came via Tunis, Kano and 
Leopoldville, which will probably be the rome 
taken by the regular monthly service as it 
avoids the high ground near Nairobi and the 

necessity of taking off with reduced loads.· 
The return flight left on November 27. 

"Victory" Varieties. 
Mr. 0. G. Holmes in "Stamp Collecting" 

of November 15, has an article giving not 
merely the 4 major varieties, but a total of 
22 of what he claims are constant flaws .. They 
are all illustrated by sketches. In his intro
duction he says "many collectors regard these 
minor varieties as mere 'spots and blobs', hut 
there are others who get a good deal of fun 
out of the search for the 'stamps with a dif
ference' -and is not one of the main reasons 
for a hobby the fun to be derived therefrom?" 

10s. Stamps Obsolescent. 
At the November meeting of the East Lol1-

don Philatelic Society, Mr. J. P. Shingler re
ported that the 10s. value was no,v obsolescent, 
as there was so little use for it, and advised 
all collectors to get their specimens while it 
was still possible to do so at face. 

Recent ½d. and l½d. Printings. 
Following on the appearance of the ld. 

stamps with No. 1 of the sheet in Afrikaans 
(as noted in our November issue), Mr. Shef
field now reports that the ½ d. and 1 ½ d. now 
show the same change. The ½d. is probably 
the printing from Cylinders 48 Int. and 45 
Ext. (the latter a new one). In the case of 
the 1 ½ d. he has not yet had an opportunity 
of seeing a full sheet, but notes that the dot 
near the "2" in the value tablet (19th stamp 
10th row) is no longer present. 

* 
MALAYA 

The Crown Agents announce sets of 15 de
nominations as on order; there will be 3 
series of them, all headed Malaya at the top, 
but in the bottom panels there will be re
spectively Singapore, Penang and l\falacea. 
The designs are similar to the current issue 
and the denominations run from le to $5. 
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A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE POSTAL 
HISTORY OF THE ISL,AND 

OF S,AMOS 
By P. LOEWENSTEIN 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111. 

The Island of Samos, which lies within 
almost a stone's throw off the coast of Asia 
Minor, has not only a most interesting his
tory, dating back to the days of ancient 
Greece, but is also most fascinating from 
a philatelic viewpoint. 

At one time there were no fewer than 
three post offices as well as a postal agency 
in the town of Vathy, which is the capital. 
These comprised the Turkish P.O., the Aus
trian P.O., the French P.O., and a Greek 
agency for the acceptance of letters for that 
country, i.e. before the annexation of the 
island to Greece. 

The Turkish P.O. was established circa 
1880 and was the first and only P.O. on the 
island until the opening of the Austrian 
P.O. at a later date. This P.O. served con
tiguous territories as well as the world at 
large. All teleg:raphic communication rested 
solely in the hands of this office until it was 
closed down in · 1912, when the islanders re
volted against the suzerainty of Turkey, and 
gained their freedom. The current Turkish 
stamps were in use, and the only way of 
knowing that they were used on Samos is 
by the postmarks. 

The Austrian P.O. was established in 
March, 1881, and functioned in conjunction 
with the agency of the Austrian Lloyd ship
ping line, whose manager and staff attended 
to all postal matters. This office was the 
most important of the various P.O.'s on the 
island, and after its establishment most of 
the outward bound letters, parcels and also 
the bulk of postal money transmissions were 
executed from this source. The stamps used 
were those of the Austrian Levant, both the 
para and centimes issues. This office f unc
tioned until December, 1914, when it closed 
down. 

The French P.O. was established in 1893, 
and was managed by the French consular 
agent, l\f. Leon Missir, head of the business 
house of L. J. Missir & Co. in Vathy. This 
firm attended to the agency of the French 
steamship line, "Compagnie des Messageries 
Maritime," Marseilles, whose boats ca1led re
gularly at Vathy on the outward voyage to 
Syria as well as on the return trip. Fren~h 
postage stamps, overprinted "V ATHY", were 
generally used, as well as ordinary Fr. Levant 
stamps. Those overprinted "VA THY" are 
S.G. Nos. T201-217. (They are by no means 
easy to come by.) This office was likewise 
closed at the end of 1914. 

The Greek Postal Agency on Samos was 
used for the dispatch of mail matter to 
Greece per S.S. "Lykurgos", a small steamer 

flying the flag of Samos, which plied betwe<'n 
the island and Greek ports. Mail matter was 
franked with Greek stamps, which were ob
tainable at the agency, and the only way of 
ascertaining that they were used at Samos, 
is by the postmark. At times a G1·eek 
steamer, the S.S. "Achaia," called at Vathy 
and letters etc. could be sent by this ship 
as well. Greek postage stamps, postmarked 
with a large circular postmark reading 
"Achaia S/S Co. Ltd., Patros, Samos-Agency 
(Vathy)", give the necessary clue to the col
lector. 

As well as these four post offices run hy 
different nations, Samos had its own postal 
arrangements, which can be split into three 
categories, viz. (a) The Posts of the Prin
cipality of Samos, (b) The Posts of the Pro
visional Government, and ( c) The Posts after 
amalgamation with Greece. 

The first stamp issued in category (a) 
was for local use only, value 1 piastre, blue, 
and saw the light of day about 1878, or 
somewhat before the first post ofli<-e. namely 
the Turkish one, was opened in 1880. It is 
shrouded in mystery and very few specimens 
have been unearthed to date. Mr. Ernst 
Hartmann, whose handbook on the postal 
affairs of the island can be regarded as the 
best information available, and on which this 
article is based, lived in Vathy for a number 
of years, and after very intensive investiga
tion was able to reconstruct a sheet of twenty 
of these stamps. The stamp, although really 
a local, and used only for postage on the 
island, is of great rarity. 

A second local issue was made about 
1899/1900, and consisted of four value, viz. 
5, 10 and 20 parades and 1 grosion. Parades 
and grosion in modern Greek mean para and 
piastre. These stamps were imperf. and un
gummed and depict the coat of arms of the 
Principality, as does the first stamp, men
tioned above. Through the intervention of 
Turkey this set was very quickly withdrawn 
from use, and it seems that harcHy any have 
been discovered in ,used state. Even unused 
copies are by no means plentiful. 

A third set of four values was printed in 
Leipzig, Germany. As before, the values 
were 5, 10, 20 parades and 1 grosion. They 
were intended for general use, but had h~Td
ly arrived at their destination when the Tur
kish government protested, and the issue w .1s 
immediately withdrawn, before a sing-le copy 
was sold or used. This issue is also rather 
scarce. Subsequently a fourth issu~ saw the 
light of day. This consisted of postal sb
tionery, first printed in 1900 and in use until 
1912. There were entire envelopes and also 
newspaper wrappers, and only two values, 
namely 10 paras, blue, and 1 piastre, rose; 
they depicted the coat-of-arms of the ruling· 
prince. Specimens of these stamps, cut out 
and pasted on ordinary envelopes are well 
known. As Samos is famous for manv pro
ducts, there are naturally a number of ex
port houses, and many of these nrPferrPd 
using their own printed envelopes. Hence the 
custom ref erred to. 
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In 1899 a bogus or fraudulent issue was 
made, but thanks to timely warning no harm 
was done. A second such issue appeared, 
probably in connection with a visit of the 
French fleet to Mytilene. .The printer was 
A. Douchet, of Paris, and very little is known 
of these stamps or their fate. 

During the Turco-Greek war a revolt broke 
out against the nominal Turkish regency in 
November, 1912. The leader was Themis
tocles Sophoulis, under whom a provisional 
government was set up, which proclaimed 
union with Greece on November 11, 1914. 
This started a new phase in the postal history 
of the island. 

Three days after the proclamation of union 
with Greece, on November 14, 1912 (Greek 
calendar), the first set of three stamps was 
on sale to the public. Nos. S.G. 1-3. The 
stamps are extremely crude, and depict a map 
of the island. A number of errors such as 
tete-bieche, wrong colour etc. exist. ·while 
these stamps were current, forgeries ap
peared; these were fabricated partly to sell 
to foreign collectors and partly to defraud the 
post office out of revenue. Specimens bearing 
genuine postmarks, used for this purpose, are 
to be found. After an investigation, several 
persons duly received prison sentences. 

A subsequent issue was made in the sam~ 
month, viz. November 1912. S.G. Nos. 4-8. 
Then followed a further issue in December, 
1912, S.G. 9-14. This was succeeded in Janu
ary, 1913 by S.G. 15-19. In 1914 S.G. 20-24 
appeared, and in January, 1915, S.G. 25-31. 
The last issue was made later in 1915, S.G. 
32-36. A number of errors such as imperf s. 
and inverted overprints exist. Some stamps 
are known bisected, and this practice was 
allowed, as when the 5 lepta stamps were sold 
out, many persons, principally wine mer
chants, who used this value extensively on 
their price lists, received official sanction to 
use bisected 10 lepta stamps in place of the 
5 lepta value. A number of the later stamps 
have been forged and nearly all the various 
sets are of very poor design as well as work
manship. 

After 1915 Greek stamps gradually super
seded the Samian issues, and are still in use. 

From the foregoing remarks ·it is patent 
how very interesting the postal history 0f 
Samos is, and a mildly specialised collection, 
though by no means easy to come by, would 
very well repay any enterprising enthusiast. 

)I.. )I.. )I.. 

MOROCCO-A FORGOTTEN COUNTRY 
In the October issue of the "American Phil

atelist" Mr. E. F. Hurt draws attention to the 
omission by almost all catalogues of the 
stamps of the. Shereefian Government of the 
Sultanate of Morocco, a very large sovereign 
'State. 

Morocco, in part on in whole and at one 
time or another, has had three varieties of 
postal services-(1) Foreign Posts, French, 
Spanish, British and German; (2) Private 
Local Posts, and (3) The, Shereefian 
( or Cherifian) Government Post. This last is 
ignored by most collect,ors and by catalogue 

makers, except Whitfield King and Yvert. It 
started operating in 1892, but only in 1912 
did it hav,e its own first issue of adhesive 
s.tamps; these are the six listed by Whitfield 
King. There was a so-called second issue in 
1913 from redrawn plate·s. 

This governmental postal service and its 
stamps disappeared in October, 1913, with the 
realisation ,of a French Protector.ate. 

The paper deals with all these postal ser
vices, but in special detail with the third. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Voortrekker wagon covers wanted; 
several to complete collection. 

Brown, Box 1826, Johannesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S.W. Africa, in large or s1nall 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

S.W.A. mint blocks of dues and officials, 
also controls in strips of Union and 
Transvaal and other rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Why not try my 2d. in the 1/- discount 
approvals? 

Mrs. Hopping, 9 Odemira Court, High 
Street, Turffontein, Johannesburg. 

For Sale: Valuable stamps, mostly Afri
can, including Bechuanaland, Rhode
sian and East African. Also Corona
tion, Jubilee and Great War issues. 
Inspection invited. 

Mrs. M. Friedlander, 'Phone 45-5118. 

Australia, 50 different, 2/-; 10 Canadian 
large pictorials, 1/6 (British Postal 
Note). 

C. A. Brown, Box 12, Lidcombe, N.S.W., 
Australia. 

Free Gift: Attractive stamps to begin
ners, enclosing stamps for approvi;ls. 

R. Russell, Dovers Flats, Sea Pomt, 
Cape. 
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O.F.S. POSTCARD STAMPS 
Sir,-Mr. Emil ,Tamsen's interesting con

tribution in the November issue on the O.F.S. 
Postcards, states "the firm ( of printers) 
printed the words BRIEF KAART near the 
top, with a considerable space between the 
two words; in this space was affixed an ad
hesive stamp, which was overprinted with a 
shield bearing the country's coat-of-arms". 

This implies to my mind a three-process 
job: (1) Printing BRIEF KAART; (2) affix
ing the stamp; and (3) overprinting with 
shield; whereas from evidence before me it 
is clear that the stamp was first affixed 
approximately top-centre of the plain card; 
then the printing of (1) BRIEF KAART 
and ( 3) the overprint with shield was doue 
by one impression from a single form. The 
depth of colour in (1) and (3), and their 
relative positions, is always the same-more
over I have a copy with the end of the arm 
of the F in BRIEF printed on the edge of 
the stamp which was more than usually o:ff
centre. 

Mr. Tamsen may mean this, but he does not 
say so; furthermore he stresses the point 
that "the shield, like the words, was always 
in black". 

Yours etc., 
J AS. HAWKINS. 

(The letter has been shown to Mr. Tamsen. 
He agrees that the preparation of the post
cards was a two-process job as described by 
Mr. Hawkins.-Ed.) · 

SOME OLD O.V.S. ITEMS 
Mr. A. A. Jurgens writes: 
As to the first illustmtion in the "S.A. 

Philatelist" on page 154, I can hardly imagine 
that the one penny triangular stamp is an 
original part of the document, nor do I think 
that there is anything concrete in the reason 
given for the stamp not being cancelled, viz., 
owing to the O.F.S. Postmasters not wishing 
to destroy the appearance of the pretty lady 
("Hope") or to destroy the possibility of the 
stamp being used again, a second time for 
postal duty. 

I will admit that some of the old Boer Post
masters did funny things in those early days 
but I can hardly imagine· that they -would 
have encouraged the public to make use of 
a stamp twi"ce, because, as was <lone in the 
Colony at that time was also done in the 
Orange Free State and that was the po;st
masters were allowed a small commission on 
the sale of stamps and in most cases th~y 
received no salary. 

Another more concrete reason for my say
ing that I do not think the ld. stamp is an 
original part of the cover is this: In 1856 
there was no one penny rate of postage on 
letters either in the O.F.S. or in the Cape 

Colony. The only one penny rate of postage 
was on newspapers and as the illustration 
is stated to be a portion of a cover ( a lett8r 
cover I presume) and the fact that it w:1s 
sent from Fauresmith to Bloemfontein, no 
postage stamp was required as the "Faure
smith Betaald" mark would have been suffi
cient to show that the postage from the tm,vn 
of origin to its destination had been paid. 

On the other hand, presuming that the 1d. 
stamp was added to the letter at the time 
(1856) the postmaster at Fauresmith might 
easily have adopted the same procedure which 
prevailed in the Cape Colony at the time as 
follows:-

Seeing that the "Fauresmith Betaald" was 
evidence that the postage money had been 
paid the postmaster might not have thought 
it necessary to cancel the ld. stamp which 
was not required as part of the postage. This 
is a fact which I have noticed on more than 
one occasion on both O.F.S. and Transvaal 
covers where the sender had added unneces
sary stamps ( owing possibly through ignor
ance of the postal rates) such stamps were 
not defaced by either the O.F.S. or Transvaal 
Post Offices. 

As to the second illustration I cannot under
stand the necessity for a ls. stamp on this 
letter. 

I have several covers posted in the O.F.S. 
between the years 1874-1878 and addressed 
to such places as Swellendam, Graa:ff-Reinet 
and Cape Town and as the O.F.S. already 
had their own stamps since 1868 those letters 
addressed to or from the O.F.S. show a 6d. 
O.F.S. and a 4d. Cape Colony stamp up to 
August 1874. After this the 6d. O.F.S. on 
a letter posted in the O.F.S. and addressed 
to any place in the Cape Colony was carried 
to its destination without the addition of the 
4d. Cape stamp and vice versa. 

The cover illustrated, however, was posted 
in Cape Town in October, 1874 (two months 
after the use of the stamps of both countries 
had been discontinued), and it is stamped 
with a 4d. Cape Colony stamp which was 
sufficient to have carried the letter to its des
tination (Harrismith via Bloemfontein) wii;h
out any further charge thereon. 

As the revenue stamp on this cover does 
not appear to be in any way tied to the cover 
I think that in this case also it would be 
quite safe to say that it, like the ld. trian
gular, was affixed to the letter at a later 
date, not necessarily with the object of de
frauding anyone. 

* U.S.A. 
The latest commemorative is a 3c one of the 

Everglades National Park, Florida, issued on 
5th December. An .attractive stamp with an 
outline map of the State showing the Park 
area thereon. In the foreground and partly 
covering the map is a great white heron; one 
of the characteristic birds of the area. 

Due for issue on 5th January is a 3c. in 
honour of Dr. George Washington Carver, 
negro educator and scientist. 
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A Unique 
Improve 

Opportunity To 
Your Collection 

THE l:XIVERSAL PHILATELIC cum, with 
members scattered all over the world, ilwit_es 
applications for membership from collectors in 

South Africa. 

l\Iembers are fre0 to correRpond and exchange 
their duplicates for the stamps they require to 

fill the gaps in their albums. 

A vast scope for exchange is facilitated hy a 
complete Roll of Members in every issue of the 
Club Ilulletin. ItemR of philatelic interest, 
many of unique facilities for memlH'r8, offers 
of stamps for sale at privileged prices and 
philatelic competitions with handsome prizes 
in stamps; are also contained in tl1e Bulletin. 

This is indeed a golden opportunity which 
no ardent collector can afford to miss. 

Write at once for a copy of the Club 
Prospectus. Scud 2d. stamps. 

Section '::\I' 

THE UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC CLUB 
21 Alderdale Drive, Droylsden 
Lancashire England 

.. ,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 :i. 

• 
We carry large stocks of Foreigns 

and British Colonials. Want lists 

receive our careful attention. Let 

us know your requirements and 

we will do our best to help you. 

Approval books sent to interested 

parties. Write or call for our free 

price-list. 

• 
330, Grand National Buildings, 

Rissik Street, 
Johannesburg - South Africa 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111. 

T'HE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

(W. II. Winde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to l\Iessrs. \Vard & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 277!)0 Box 1001 

SPECIAL 
Union of S.A. S.G. 5Ga 13½ x 14 2/6 a pair, 

5/- per block, mint. 

HOLLAND 
Complete Ret Maritime Symbols and Dutch 

Heroes (17), mint 5/-. 

CHILD WELFARE, ALL MINT 
1040 (u) 3/3, 1041 t5) 2_1c, 1044 (u) 2/6. 

]!)46 (6) 1/6, JG47 (ri) 1/6. 

1046 War Vietims Relief (5) 2/3. 

1943 Day of the Stamp (1) Gd. 

1944 Liberation short set (0) mint 2/-. 

Large Selection of F.D.C . 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 

stamps always available. . Want lists 

receive prompt attention, and ap

proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. lVARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

5 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

6 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. January, 1948. 

PHILATELY IN ENGLAND. 

England may be suffering from many 
shortages, but philately does not figure among 
them. In fact, so many developments have 
taken place recently, that enthusiasts are be
coming more and more confused, and the 
hobby is becoming more and more compli
cated. 

In September, the Philatelic Congress of 
Gt. Britain met for the 29th time. Congress 
is a~ old institutio~, which meets annually 
at different centres m England for a period 
of three days, to discuss matters and have 
papers read. All the important En,glish so
cieties are affiliated to Congress and send 
delegates each year. Congress is a dignified 
but passive body, and was described at the 
1940 ·meeting in Brighton by a delegate as 
"a saucepan with a base (the philatelic socie
ties) and a lid (the Executive Committee) but 
:without any sides." Another delegate added 
to this: "There is not sufficient pressure from 
the societies to keep the lid moving." This 
year's Congress was held at Birmingham, with 
the Birmingham Philatelic Society, founded 
in 1886, acting as host. Out of the four 
papers submitted this year, the most useful 
was certainly "The Application of X-Ray to 
Philately," by Mr. W. H. S. Cheanin, 
F.R.P.S.L. Mr. Cheanin's paper, backed up 
by years of scientific investigation, opens up 
entirely new fields in philatelic research. As 
usual, the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists 
was signed by those chosen to receive the 
honour. 

The British Philatelic Association and 
Philatelic Traders' Society have once again 
been active, this time with their 194 7 British 
Philatelic Exhibition at South Kensington, 
London. The theme of the ExhibiUon, which 
lasted for a fortnight and was visited by 
10,000 people, was the British Commonwealth 
of Nations. Contributions to the Exhibition 
were sent by many Dominion bodies, amongst 
which was a display from the Philatelic Fed
eration of South Africa. Besides the main 
theme, there was a "Cavalcade of Stamp Col
lecting," which included such things as stamp 
snakes, wallpaper, fire-screens, cocktail cab
inets, and pictures. From that point, the ex
hibits went on to various types of albums and 
accessorie1, and the art of writing-up, leading 
up to Mr. Gerald E. Wellburn's fine collection 
of British Columbia, a stamp cabinet from 
Barclay's Bank, and silver plate and a gold 
casket presented to Sir Rowland Hill. Besides 
this wealth of exhibits, there were three 
lounges, a Brains Trust, an Expert Committee, 
a Post Office, a Buff et, and a Cinema. In the 
Cinema, there were films and lectures every 
evening, and on specific occasions there were 
Collectors' and Dealers' Conventions. As in 
1946, a Junior Collectors' Cup competition 
was held; on this occasion attracting 113 
entries, some of which were of a very high 
standard. 

A new innovation is the London Stamp 
Fair Club, organised by a number ·of London 
dealers. Every Saturday, from 2 p.m. to 

8 p.m., some 20 dealers sit at the tables which 
they have hired from the organisers, and 
members of the club flock in, eager to peruse 
the dealers' stock-books. This Fair has been 
welcomed by London collectors, and certainly 
produces a fine bourse atmosphere each 
Saturday. 

Two other organisations, both run by the 
s~m.e people, are the Stamp Collectors' Asso
ciation and Stamp Dealers' Association. They 
hav!=) run two National Stamp Exhibitions 
durmg 1947-one during March in London 
and the other during November in Manchester'. 

· To provide for those whose localities do not 
warrant p.a~ional ~vents, there are nearly 300 
loc3:l . s?c1eties, which run meetings and small 
exh1b1t10ns. These, the smaller societies, form 
the backbone of the hobby. 

England also boasts more than a score of 
philatelic journals, ranging from the "Stamp 
Mirror," which is the only philatelic news
paper, and appears weekly, to the fine art
paper bi-monthly "Philately," organ of the 
B.P.A. 

Philatelists certainly have plenty to busy 
themselves with in England, so much so that 
I feel some simplification would be welcome. 
~hat we need is :one central body in London, 
with all the local societies affiliated, making 
a really powerful body. Perhaps such a body 
would even be able to persuade His Majesty's 
Government to issue an occasional commemo-
rative series. ALAN M. COHEN. 

* * * 
"S.A. PHILATELIST" 

BACK NUMBERS 
We have recently been stock-taking as 

regards back numbers, as we are not infre
quently asked for either single copies or whole 
volumes. 

Of some issues we have dozens or even 
scores of copies, of others only one or two 
or even none at all. Following is a list of 
numbers we would be glad to purchase at 
2s. 6d. each fro?TI anyone willing to dispose 
of the?TI· The hst so far only includes the 
first eight volumes, when the magazine was 
published in a smaller format than at present: 

Vol. 1, 1923: Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
Vol. 2, 1924: Nos. 2, 6 and 10. 
Vol. 3, 1925: Nos. 3, 9 and 12. 
Vol. 4, 1926: Nos. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11 and 12. 
Vol. 5, 1927: Nos. 2, 7 and 11. 
Vol. 6, 1928: Nos. 1, 2, 9, 10, 11 and 12. 
Vol. 7, 1931: Nos, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10. 
Vol. 8, 1932: Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9 and 10. 

* 
ANGLO-BOER WAR P.O.W. CENSOR 

MARK 
In our August issue last year, p. 124, we 

noted a censor mark from the Ladysmith 
P.O.W. camp as "hitherto unrecorded" Mr 
Stephen ~- _Rich writes to say we o~rselve~ 
recorded 1t m November, 1942, p. 127. Well, 
well, H_?mer nodded sometimes so perhaps 
l~sser lights may be forgiven if they some
times follow his bad example. 
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES 
The Stamp Collectors' Annnal-1947. Edited 

by Tom Morgan, published by Harris Pub
lications, Ltd., 445 Strand, London. Price 
2s. 6d. 

This interesting little volume is back again 
in its conventional size. After a survey hy 
the editor of the outstanding philatelic events 
of the year there is a series of articles by 
various writers as follows:-

M usic as the inspiration of stamps; A list 
to the quantities of various stamps issued 
during the past year; The stamps and post
marks of Antigua; The best designed stamps 
of 1947 (incidentally the Union Royal Visit 
stamps are stigmatised as dull, uninspirbg 
and a really filthy printing job and very few 
British Commomvealth issues get much 
praise); A world currency guide; Spec:i.al 
Czechoslovak postmarks; A British "Who's 
Who" in philately, and some other odds and 
ends. 

Annnal Resume of the H. R. Harmer Stamp 
Auctions, 1946-47. 

This commences with a fine colour plate 
of some of the outstanding items from the 
"Williams" collection. The London sales 
reached a new high-water figure, just short 
of £300,000 turnover, with the New York 
sales at between a third and a half of this 
figure. A number of the figures realised for 
various items are given. Private treaty sales 
were over £150,000 in London and in New 
York 184,900 dollars. 

There is an interesting article comparing 
sales, from the auctioneer's point of view, ln 
London and New York. 

Ipa. J. J. Kaindl, Postamt 93, Vienna, sends 
this pamphlet consisting of a list of collectors 
and dealers wishing to buy, sell or exchange 
stamps. Most are in Europe, a fe\v in other 
parts of the world. 

L'Argus Philatelic. A new French monthly 
published at 3 Rue Stella, Lyon (2). Con
tains new issues and a few short articles and 
notes of general interest. 

Stamp Dealers' 1948 Catalogue. Messrs. H. 
E. Hanis & Co., Boston, U.S.A., submit Part 
I (Abyssinia-Dutch Indies) of their latest 
wholesale catalogue of stamps in sets. 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
ESSAYS, PROOFS AND SPECIMENS 

Seeing that Section I of the Federation's 
Catalogue deals with this branch of Union 
philately, it may not come amiss to put on 
record the following items in my collection. 

Item A.14, Essay illustrated at the top of 
p.1. It seems worthy of note that in this 
essay, although the inscription is in Afrikaans, 
there is AFRICA instead of AFRIKA. 

Items A.16 and A.19, A.20. I have these. 
Is it possible that A.19, A.20 should come 
after A.16 as Proofs or Colour Trials of the 
London Pictorials· ( 1926), and not of the Pre
toria Pictorials (1927), as given in the cata
logue? 

Proofs of the Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. 
printings of 1926 and 1927 issues. All of 
these are perforated "SPECIMEN" the word 
being 17 mm. long x 3 mm. high; the holes 
are very small, there being, for example, ten 
holes forming the letter "S." (In the two
plate stamps the centre colours are given first, 
the frame colours second.) 

4d. triangular: mono-coloured, brown; grey-
green. 

2d. : black and green; purple and black. 
3d.: red-brown and black; green and orange. 
4d.: mono-coloured, vermilion; purple. 
ls.: black and reddish purple; slate and 

pale brown. 
2s. 6d.: brown and blue-green. 
5s.: grey-black and red; sepia and slate

blue. 
10s.: grey-black and blue; grey-black and 

reddish purple. -G. Carleton Jones. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
10 PER CENT NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
The advantages of being a member of a 
reputable New Issue Service are many and 
obvious. \Ve have been conducting our New 
Issue Department for the last 5-G years, and 
should be only too pleased to forward par
ticulars of our scheme to anv Collectors who 
may wish to ava~l themselves of such an 
offer. Want Lists for all British Colonials 
(mint or used) appreciated. Obsolete values 

of K. Geo. VI are our speciality. 

THE MAYFLOWER STAMP CO. 
18 York Street, Plymouth 

England 

l!]1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!) 

Fine llritish CJ0l011ials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD .. 116.. Highlands Heath.. London.. S.W.15 .. England 
ra ...................... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .... ,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .............. ,.,,,,,, .......... ,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, .... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,[i'J 
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SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIC 
JOURNALS 

While checking up on back files of the "S.A. 
Philatelist" there were found a number of 
copies of a publication which might .also be 
added to the li'st given by Miss Smith in our 
July issue. 

This was "The International Hobbyist," de
scribed at first as being the official organ of 
the International Card and St.amp Collectors' 
Club; later, of the International Exchange, in
corporating the abo.ve body and also The 
South African Card .and Stamp Collectors' 
Club, and the Southern Correspondence Club 
(which incorporated the Universal Collectors' 
Association and the Continental Stamp Ex
change Club). 

It was a quarterly publication, dealing 
mainly with stamp collecting; a few odd notes 
on stamps are given, but the publication con
sisted mainly of lists of members throughout 
the world. The original editor was Louis 
Gillen, Pretoria, but before Vol. 1 was finished 
it was taken over by J. Robertson & Co., then 
by Harry Blom and then by M. Friedman. 
What it's whole life was, we don't know; we 
have specimens ranging from Vol. 1, No. 3, 
June, 1921, to Vol. 4, No. 1, May, 1924. Copies 
of what numbers we possess have been given 
to the Johannesburg Public Library. 

The Library ought also to possess, but ap
parently does not, the "Tr.ansactiorrs of the 
Pretoria Philatelic Society," a yearly publica
tion, which contained some very good articles. 
Perhaps the society could supply a set and 
also inform us for how long the publication of 
the "Trarrsactions" lasted. 

Mr. C. A. Fost draws attention to another 

The 

publication, called originally "The South Afri
can Philatelic Advertiser,'' later changed to 
"The South African Advertiser and Natal 
Philatelist." This was published in Durban 
the editor being Mr. N. Welsford, now Hon~ 
Secretary of the Philatelic Federation, then 
a very young stamp collector. It ran from 
May, 1911, till March, 1912. 

ZANZIBAR POST OFFICES 
Collectors are familiar with "Zanzibar" 

postmarks of various types since 1895, but 
how many know or have ever seen postmarks 
of the other post offices and agencies in this 
Protectorate, 

In an article on "The Post at Zanzibar," 
by Harold G. D. Gisburn in Stamp Collectinq, 
there are listed five agencies on the main 
island, Mkokotoni, Chwaka, Mangapwani, 
Koani and Makunduchi. There are also three 
post offices on the island of Pemba, which lies 
to the north of the main island of Zanzibar; 
these are Wete ( or Weti), Chake-chake ( or 
Chakichaki) and Mkoani, and they have 
"Pemba" in their postmarks.' 

BRAZIL 
Dr. M. de Sanctis sends a special cancel

lation used on 8th-10th November at the 2nd 
Philatelic Exposition of Joinville: (Sta. Catha
rina). 

PAKISTAN 
Whitfield King's Bulletin gives a list of 

the Indian K.G. VI issues which have been 
overprinted:-

Ordinary, 21 denominations 3p to 25r. 
Service, 11 denominations 3p to 5r. 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 
Published Monthly by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa 

All Rights of Reproduction Reserved. 

Hon. Editor-J. H. Harvey Pirie, P.O. Box 7012, Johannesburg. 
Hon. Business Manager-William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johannesburg. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
Business and Advertising to be addressed to: 

William Redford, E'mpire Buildings, Commissione·r St., Johannesburg. 
SUBSCRIPTION: 8s. per annum post free to any part of the world. 

CORRESPONDENCE: The columns of this Journal are open to correspondence on 
subjects of Philatelic Int~rest. In particular, the Editor, will be pleased to receive 
information regarding new issues, discoveries of errors and varieties, etc. 

ADVERTISING TARIFF: 
1 Page . . £5 0 0 per insertion ¼ Pag,e . . 0 15 0 peir insertion 
½ Pag,e . . 2 12 6 per insertion 
¼ Page . . 1 7 6 per insertion 1/16 Page O 10 0 per insertion 

Less 5 per cent. for 6 insertions. Less 10 per cent. for 12 insertions. 
Small Prepaid Advertisements: 3d per word per insertion. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

January, 1948. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

AN UNRECORDED WAR LEAFLET 
There has been brought to our notice an 

item of interest to Aero-Philatelists, viz., a 
leafl,et bearing .a message to the Italian People 
from the Citizens of Johannesburg, dropped 
by the S.A. Air Force over Italy. 

This leaflet, measuring n x 4~ inches, is 
printed on white paper in dark blue; it has 
on one side the message in English and in 
Afrikaans; ,on the other it is in Italian with 
a. space at the bottom for the signature of the 
sender, the place and the date. Can any 
reader supply the actual date of the sending 
of the leafllet? A specimen of it would also 
be welcomed. 

Here is the English version: 
(Heading) Message to the Italian People/ 

from the Citizens of Johannesburg/South 
Africa. 

(Message) We, the undersigned, being citi
zens ,of Johannesburg, South Africa, desire to 
add our voices to the message broadcast to the 
Italian people by the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain and the President of the United States 
of America, when they said:- · 

"The time has come for you Italian people 
to consult your own self-respect and your own 
interests and your own desires for the restora
tion of national dignity, security and peace. 
The time has come for you to decide whether 
the Italians still die for Mussolini and Hitler, 
or live for Italy and civilization." 

This leaflet, .and others, signed by South 
Africans in all walks of life, will reach you 
in a few days after it leaves the Golden City 
of the Union. In the interests of Italy, the 
Italian people and world freedom. we hope 
you will earnestly consider the message our 
planes are carrying to you. 

RUSSIA 
New Arrivals-all mint. 

800th Anniv. of Moscow (15) set 
Do., Overprinted, set . . . . . . 

Subway Series ( 6) . . . . . . . . 
Aircraft ( 2) . . . . 
Moscow-Volga Canal ( 6) . . . . 
Sanatoriums (10) . . . . . . . . . . 
1st Post-War Five-Year Plan, 

perf. or imperf. ( 11) . . . . 
30 Years of Moscow Soviet, perf. 

and imperf. (2) . . . . 
International Woman's Day (2) 
And many other present issues in 

27/6 
4/3 
5/- I 

2/3 I 

6/-
5/6 

10/6 

1/-
1/

stock 

Subscribe the "Philatelic Magazine" 
10/- p.a. post free, 26 fortnightly 

issues. C.W.O., post free. 

R. OSBORNE 
STAMP DEALER 

58 Loveday Street, Johannesburg 
Phone 33-3989 Telegr. OSROB 

THE UNION IN ANTARCTICA 
Rhodes' statue in Cape Town looks and 

points North, with his famous saying "Your 
Hinterland lies there." Now we have faced 
about and expanded Southward, for in the 
last week of 1947, the Union flag, under 
agreement with Britain, was hoisted on 
Prince Edward and Marion Islands. These 
islands, about 12 miles apart, lie about 1,250 
miles S.S.E. of Durban. This annexation oc
curred almost simultaneously with the Aus
tralian occupation of Heard Is., lying further 
eastwards. 

A meteorological station is being set up this 
season, and this is expected to add materially 
to our weather forecasting capacity. 

Will the islands have "Dependency" stamps 
and their own postmark or will letters only 
receive Paquebot markings on arrival at a 
Union port? No announcement has yet been 
made as to this. 

LONDON BANK PARCELS 
Current issues - including high values, 
air mails, latest issues, etc.-from all 
parts of the world. Common items 
excluded. 5/-, 10/-, £1 and £2 per 

parcel. 

All used Peace Issues in stock at 
moderate prices. Send me your want 

list for bargain quotation. 

K. R. MANNING, 
I, STOCKWELL AVENUE, LONDON, S.W.9 

ENGLAND. 

VACANCIES 
January 1st, 1947-

4:530 
January 1st, 1948-

In other words 2,005 vacant plots in my 
World Sollection were filled last year. 

--0--

More than 50 per cent. of my needs 
are of low catalogue value. 

--0--

Can YOU, collector or dealer, help to 
fill these blanks? 

Nothing after 1933 issues and 
no errors or varieties required. 

Want Lists on application. Full market 
price for good copies. 

E. HIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 
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It is now many years since the British 
Mails in the island of Madagascar were re
f erred to at length in philateric journals. To 
the ordinary stamp collector the history of 
their origin is an unknown chapter. It is now 
approximately fifty years since the British 
Consular Mail st.amps were first issued. In 
the 'eighties of last century Madagascar had 

a government independent of France. 'The 
capture of the island, Antananarivo, where the 
Queen and her consort, the Prime Minister, 
resided, is a city in the centre of the iisland, 
which at that time had no connection with 
the coast by road or rail. Nevertheless the 
city was .a place of residence for a number of 
Europeans, including British, French and 
Norwegian missionaries and traders. Tama
tave, the principal port, was favoured by the 
presence of a British Consul. He w.as a man 
of great size, and for this reason he was never 
able to present himself at the capital. The 
story goes that there were no porters in 
Madagascar who could have carried him the 
two hundred miles along forest paths and 
across numerous rivers that separated Tama
tave from Antananarivo. Europeans usually 
accomplished the journey in chair or palan
quin borne by coolies. 

There being no ro.ads in Madagascar and 
very few trading centres away from the coast, 
the Malagasey Government never took the 
trouble to organise a postal system. There 
were Royal Couriers who conveyed despatches 
from the Capital to local Governors in differ
ent parts of the island. The Passport envelope 
was used about the year 1875 to one such 
Governor. Another official envelope in my 
possession is interesting as showing that the 
Madagascar Government at that time used the 
British island of Mauritius as a link with 
England. 

The appointment of Mr. William Clayton 
Pickersgill as Vice-Consul at Antananarivo in 
1884 was another link with England. Mr. 
Pickersgill had been a missionary under the 
London Missionary Society in Madagascar. He 
was highly esteemed by the Queen .and Prime 
Minister, having acted as guide and interpre
ter to the Malagasey deputation that visited 
England. The British residents in the capital 
wefoomed his coming and made him local 
Postmaster. This office was no sinecure at 
that time. The French, who had established 
a number of trading stations on the coast, 
were at war with the Hovas and had bom
barded and then occupied the port of Tama
tave. Letters received at Tamatave from 
England were held up or returned to Mauri
tius. This delay in the postal service was the 
subject of a lengthy memorandum from Mr. 

Pickersgill to the Foreign Office in London. 
In the course of this he mentioned that he had 
taken in hand the organisation of the outward 
maiiti from the Capital, although he makes no 
mentron of British Consular Mail franks, for 
which he personally wa·s responsible. 

To rightly understand the purpose that 
these franks served one must go back to the 
days prior to the appointment of Pickersgill 
as V lee-Consul. It wa:s then the custom for 
the British residents in Antananarivo to 
appoint one of their number to act as post
master. He received the letters of the mem
bers of the British community in the island 
and forwarded them by courier to .an agent in 
Tamatave, or some other port for stamping 
and despatch. The cost of conveyance to the 
port was met out of a fund subscribed by the 
residents. These letters reached Europe by 
various ways-via Mauritius, Reunion, Zanzi
bar, Natal. For a year or more the British 
Treasury subsidised the Donald Currie 
steamers to make T.amatave a port of call, 
but this was discontinued after a strong pro
test from the General Post Office. Mr. Pick
ersgill, however, appears to have kept in touch 
with the Donald Currie Line, and when the 
trouble came with the French at Tamatave 
he made suggestions for a Briti'sh Mail ser
vice to the island. This was definitely turned 
down hy the home government. 

Under these exceptional and peculiar cir
cumstances the British Consular Mail st.amps 
came into existence. As to the exact date of 
their issue ther,e · seems to be some un
certainty. In an article contributed by J. N. 
Marsden to the "Stamp News Annual'' for 
1891, an appare~tly official notice is reprinted 
dated April 23, 1886. This mentions the issue 
of the stamps and gives a list of the various 
values. Mr. Marsden gives March, 1886, as 
the date of the first issue. The stamps are 
described as "postal franks," but it is clearly 
set out that the higher values would cover 
the postage on letters and parcels to all coun
tries in the Postal Union. This seems to 
suggest that the stamps were more than 
locals. But were they? The inquiries I have 
made for a genuine entire with a British 
Consular Mail stamp on it indicating that it 
had paid postage beyond the island have so 
far drawn a blank, but I .am still open to be 
convinced !-and to pay the market price! I 
think the truth is that the purpose of the 
franks was to assist Mr. Pickersgill with his 
account keeping and to ensure that he should 
receive back his out-of-pocket expenses as 
local po·stmaster. 

Those who have collected these stamps must 
have noted that unlike the ordinary adhesive 
post.ag,e stamp, they are only gummed at one 
corner. This at once suggests that they were 
never intended to go the whole way with the 
letter to which they we11e attached. On the 
other hand, they would admirably serve the 
purpose of vouchers which could be easily 
removed when the authorised agent at Tama
t.ave, Port Louis, or Durban placed stamp·s on 
the letters that would pay postage overseas. 
The fact that some of these stamps may have 
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:remained on the letters till they reached St. 
Louis or Durban does not make them more 
than locals, for such letters would have 
formed part of a despatch from a Consular 
official. One of the used examples of these 
stamps in my collection has the gummed cor
ner missing. This evidently came off when 
the .agent removed the stamp from the letter. 
But whether we call them locals or mere 
labels the British Consular Mail stamps of 
Madagascar are of great interest. A 'Study 
of them opens up a chapter of postal history 
where one will find a situation that perplexed 
Prime Ministers a'S well as the ordinary 
British resident and trader. By the permis
sion of the British Foreign Office I have been 
enabled to make researches at the Public Re
cord Office which have made it possible to 
write the foregoing. 

-"Lowe's Raconteur and Philatelist" 
and "Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News." 

* BRITISH COLONIALS 
Trinidad: 

The "Philatelic Magazine" reprints an 
article by Mr. Chas. H. Munro from the 
"Trinidad Philatelic Review" on the 4c. brown 
which jumped to 8s. 6d. in the S.G. 1947 
catalogue. When the pictorial set was issued 
in 1935 this 4c. was issued as a revenue stamp 
at the same time. 

In 1938, when a new pictorial set appeared, 
this 4c. stamp was included, but with the 
word "Revenue" omitted from the base, and 
it was valid for either postage or revenue. 

Most people were so used to its being only 
a revenue stamp, and because also there was 
no regular 4c. postage rate, it was very little 
used for postage. It was not till some time 
after its withdrawal from sale that it was 
recognised it would be a scarce item, mint or 
used. 

One unfortunate result is that fiscally used 
specimens are being cleaned and faked-so 
beware. 

British Somaliland: 
"Stamps" figures a recent find made in 

Italy, in the shape of a block of 12 of the 5r. 
1938 issue with three pairs imperf. between. 
This bids fair to be one of the greatest rari
ties of K.G. VI issues. 
Tokelau or Union Group of Islands: 

In connection with the issue of special 
stamps for this group of the Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands, Mr. G. N. Morris has an ar
ticle in the "American Philatelist" (Novem
ber issue) dealing with the postmarks of 
the three atolls comprising the group. 

Papua and New Guinea: 
The Australian News and Information 

Bureau has issued a statement that these 
territories are to be combined under one ad
ministration, also that their pre-war stamps 
are to be withdrawn from sale and current 
stamps of the Australian Commonwealth are 
to be used without any superscription. 

WHITHER STAMP COLLECTING? 
Where is the deluge of New Issues we are 

being 'Subjected to likely to lead us? It seems 
to me that coUectors can at present be roughly 
divided into two groups; the first are rat~er 
bewildered but are inclined to take anythmg 
which comes their way or is otherwise brought 
to their notice with sufficient force; but there 
is a growing body who are confining them
selves to smaller .and smaller groups. In fact 
we are reaching the point where a general 
collection confined to the issues of a continent 
or even a related group of countries will be 
as impossible of attainment for the average 
collector as the old-fashioned Whole World 
collection has been for many years. 

An American writer (Don Nicholas, in 
"Western Stamp Collector," 19.4.47) has said 
that the time can already be envisaged when 
the Commemorative Issues of their own coun
try will be all that American collectors will 
be able to handle, without touching the ordin
ary issues, etc.; if this is so for the U.S.A. it 
must be even more so for some other coun
tries. Another thing is-it will not much 
longer be possible to list th~ stamps of ~he 
Whole World in one volume without mcreasmg 
the size of the pages, which would make it too 
bulky to handle just as much as in?reasing the 
number of pages would do. Thrs, together 
with the rising cost, is going to lead to the 
catalogue being divided into more and more 
sections. 

What may be termed the serious collectors 
will buy the section in which they are inter
ested and ignore the rest, and the stamps of 
those countdes which seem to spend most of 
their time in thinking out excu'Ses for new 
issues are not likely to find much favour with 
them. The result of all this will be that the 
stamps of these countries are likely to be left 
to the novice and school-boy type of collector, 
for whose benefit an ultra simplified catalogue 
may be issued. The nationals of those coun
trie·s, for whose benefit many of the issues 
are undoubtedly made, will find that they, as 
well as their governments, are unable to un-
load them on the collectors of other countries. 
These countries will become philatelically 
"dead,'' for as soon .as the novice starts study
ing a catalogue he has made the first step to
wards realising the worthlessness of these 
issues. W. TUNSTALL. 

* SPIFS 
This is the British term for "Stamps Per

forated with Initials of Firms" against 
which a writer fulminated in our November 
issue. We note a complaint in the uAustra
Stamp Monthly" about the same thing-the 
spoiling of high value stamps by turning them 
into Spifs. 

Many governments officially permit of this 
being done and it may be presumed firms 
have (what they consider) good reason for 
so doing. Can they be blamed for consider
ing their own interests before thoo;e of 
stamp collectors ? Can we, the collectors, do 
anything about it? 
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WHEN WERE O.R.C. V.R.I.'s 
DEMONETISED? 

The answer given to this . question by 99 
out of 100 persons would probably be "on 
and after January 1, 1938," in terms of Go
vernment Notice No. 1575 of October 15, 1937, 
which announced that all pre-Union stamps 
still v.alid for postage would become invalid 
at that date. 

There can be no question but that O.F.S. 
Republican stamps overprinted V.R.I. or 
E.R.l. and Cape stamps overprinted Orange 
River Colony were quite extensively used 
throughout the Union for postal purposes 
from 1910 to 1937. Many such stamps could 
be purchased from dealers, especially in Lon
don, at under face value and stamp collectors 
who knew this could save quite a little bit on 
their mails by using such stamps. Everyone 
concerned, including .apparently the postal 
authorities, thought it was quite in order. 

But what about the two following official 
notices which have been brounght to our notice 
by Mr. E. White? 

(1) Government Notice No. 366 of 1904, 
under the heading "Post Office Regulations-
3-Postage Stamps", published in the O.R.C. 
Government Gazette of October 14, 1904. This 
states: "The Postage Stamps of the late 
Orange Free State, marked 'V.R.I.. and 
'E.R.I.' respectively, and those of the Cape 
Colony with the words 'Orange River Colony' 
overprinted on them, shall not be accepted 
in prepayment of postage .after the 31st De
cember. 1909." 

This appears pretty definitely to be giving 
a 5 years warning of thei intention to demone
tise these stamps. 

(2) In the Report of the Postmaster-General 
of the Orange River Colony, for the year 
ended June 30, 1909, the following appe.ars 
under the heading "Postage Stamps which will 
not be valid after the 31st December, 1909". 
Paragraph 35 

"In terms of Post Office Regulations No. 
202, dated the 12th October, 1904, and pub
lished in the 'Government Gazette' No. 315,. 
dated the 14th of the same month, postage 
stamps ,of the late Orange Free State, marked 
'V.R.I.' and 'E.R.I.' respectively, and those of 
Cape Colony with the words 'Orange River 
Colony' overprinted on them, will not be valid 
for the prepayment of postage after the 31st 
December next. It is thought that there are 
still large quantities of these stamps in the 
hands of dealers." 

Evidently the postal authorities of the 
O.R.C. in 1909 had not forgotten the warning 
given in 1904 and they had sized up correctly 
the situation as to the numbers of these 
stamps still in existence. 

So, from January 1, 1910, these stamps were 
invalidat,ed in the Orange River Colony. But 
what happened when the O.R.C. became part 
of the Union of South Africa later on that 
ye.ar? 

It hardly seems likely that the stamps were 
officially re-validated, yet, on the other hand, 
there is no doubt as to their having been ex
tensively used, and used without any objec
tions from the postal authorities. 

Did Homer nod, or, in other words, did they 
forget all about the O.R.C. having demonetised 
the stamps? Or, to mix metaphors, were 
they like Nelson, and just putting their tele
scope to a blind eye? Does anybody know? 

It may seem a long way to England: actually, for practical purposes, it's a 
few hours, and if you were to send us an air-letter for a copy of our KG VI price list, 
you would get one before you could say knife. And mark this: our price list would 
contain a string of offers of KG VI stamps (we deal in no others) which would astound 
you, not only in their range but in their prices as well: for don't forget, we are operat
ing in the keenest market in the world, and to keep our staff in tucker ( even if we 
don't get much) means we have to sell a lot of stamps. And we can only do that if 
you have either what the other fell ow hasn't got, or a keen price if he has. Trade 
is said to be dull: our volume is higher than ever it has been, particularly overseas, 
and that speaks for itself. Just send that air-letfor, be you beginner or an advanced 
collector. You're in for a treat if you do. 

~be C!Commontuealtb ~tamp C!Cop., 
7, JLtatbtr JLant, libtrpool 2: <fnglanb. 
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i !~~! ~~:t~~-~ :p:a~~~~~kf !:~ 
superb used bl:ock of four. SG43aa, £8 

Approval Selections for Keen Buyers 

Filling Want Lists. 

These are my particular lines. In both cases 
I guarantee satisfaction inasmuch as I do 
not proffer the snb-stanclard, the doubtful, the 
unsightly or the unwanted. Each and every 
stnmp in my stock is fit and ready for your 
collection-~OW. And beyond that I am 
prepared to take back anything that you 

don't quite like, whatever the reason. 

\Vith new customers I ask for references. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7, HANNIBAL ST., KENSINGTON, 

JOHANNESBURG. 

M,IN1T 
BRITISH COLON'IALS 

New Hebrides 1911-12 ~d. to 5/-, 9 
values complete 

N. Rhodesia 1925-29 id. to 20/-, com-
plete set . . -

Nyasaland 1938 K.G. VI ltd. to £1 
obsolete . . . . . . . . . : 

Papua 1932 ½d. to £1 . . . . . . 

40/0 

290/0 

· !)0/0 
110/0 

St. Helena 1903 1d. to 2/-, 6 values 
complete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93/0 

1912-16 ½d. to 3/-, 10 values com-
plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65/0 

1922-27 ½d. to £1, 21 values complete 
including the scarce Hi/- . . . . ]040/0 

1934 Centenary set, complete . . 460/0 
St. Kitts-Nevis ]f)20-22 ½d. to £1, 13 

values· complete . . . . . . . . . . 300/0 
1921-:!7 ½d. to 5/-, l9 values complete 

with shades . . S0/0 
1923 ½d. to £1 Tercentenary set 

cpl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104,0/0 
St. Lucia 1936 fd. to 10/-, 12 values 

complete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100/0 
St. Vincent 1921-32 ½d. to £1, J5 

values complete .. 160/0 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 1884 

7 VIGO ST., LONDON, W.I 

The Other Half 
of the Auction Season is well under 
way and we have had to make pro
vision for the inclusion of many fine 
British Empire collections which we are 
offering suitably l:otted. Scarce singles, 
good sets and single country collections 
will be regularly offered throughout the 
coming months. Catalogue descriptions 
are comprehensive and accurate, while 
every assistance possible is given to 

Overseas clients. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

1948 Catalogues 
Now in Stock. 

SCO1'T'S (F.S.A.) Whole World complete, in 
2 volumes. Price 40/-, registered postage· 2/4 

extra. 
YVERT & TI<JLLIER'S Whole World complete, 
in l!'rench. Price 37 /6, registered postage 1/5 

extra. 
WIII'l'I1'IELD KING'S British Empire, Simpli
fied. Price 8/-, registered postage 7d. extra. 

Expected this month : Gibbons' \Yho10 
World Simplified. Price not J·et 
known, but will be advised to 

enquirers as soon as known. 
We can still supply the latest edition of 
Scott's (U.S.A.) catalogue of the air stamps 
of the world. Price 10/-, registered postage 

8d. extra. 
Specialised Catalogue of the Stamps of th"' 
Union of South Africa. Price 7 /6, registered 

postage 6d. extra. 
Bank Charge (6d.) to be added to country 

cheques (Rhodesian cheques 9d.). 

ROBERTSONi STAMP CO. 
(PTY.), LTD. 

P.O. Box 5826. 
Phone 33-1454. 

Telegrams: "Robstampco" 
JOHANNESBURG 
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EAST LONDON CONGRESS AND 
EXHIBITION 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the Philatelic Federation was held in Johan
nesburg on 4th December. The business was 
almost entirely concerned with arrangements 
for the Congress in East London to be held 
on January 14-16. As this issue will scarcely 
be in the hands of readers before that date, 
there seems little point in giving details of the 
business; it will all come up at Congress and 
will be reported in full in our next issue. 

We have received the Catalogue of the 
Exhibition; congratulations to the local organ
ising committee on its production; it includes 
a short history .of the E.L. Philatelic Society 
from its foundation in 1909. 

The list of Exhibition entries totals over 70 
items, which is an extremely creditabl,e one. 
In only two classes ("Colonial Posses·sions of 
Foreign Countries" and "General Collections") 
are there no entries; the other thirteen classes 
are well represented. In addition to the com
petitive items there is a Display by the Postal 
Department showing ( 1) Specimens of every 
print of (a) current pictorials, ( b) Sperial 
issues, and ( c) postage due labels. ( 2) Special 
issues ranging· from the V oortrekker to the 
Royal Visit stamps. 

"' SOMALIA "OCCUPATION" ISSUE 
Prepared for use but not issued. Fuller 

details of this issue are now given in "Stamp 
Collecting". When the South African Forces 
entered Mc-gadishu they overprinted approxi
mately 10,000 copies of each of the values 
10, 20, 30, 60, 70 cents and 1 lira, also 4,500 
each of the 2, 4 and 10 lira. They were 
overprinted "British Occupation" and at the 
same time their value was doubled by sur
charges in figures. · 

Before they were put in circulation how
ever, the. British Miltary Administratia'n for
bade their use as British Stamps overprinted 
"E.A.F." had already been decided upon. 

They were destroyed by burning although 
a few sets were retained as souvenirs. None 
are known postally used. 

AUSTRALIA 
The Princess Eli_zabeth ld. stamp was 

issued o~ her marriage day, November 20. 
For a time. the stamp will be on sale con
currently with the ld. bearing a portrait of 
H.~. the Queen, ultimately it will replace it 
entirely. 

_The P.M.G. announces that in connection 
with !h_e forthcoming Australian Antarctic 
Exped1t10n a post office will be established on 
Heard Island, o_n~ of their bases. The leader 
of the expedit10n, Group-Captain Stuart 
Campbell, has been appointed postmaste1" 
th_ere will be n_o special stamps but ther; 
will be a special cancellation mark used. 
Hea:rd !sland . is a new Antarctic outpost 
~ommg mto philately; it is a small island Iv
mg not very ~ar to the S.E. of Kerguelen 
and roughly midway between Australia and 
South Africa. 

GOLD COAST 
A new pictorial set is well under way and 

may be expected to be on issue fairly soon. 
There will be twelve denominations ranging 
from ½ d. to 10s. 

* GERMANY 
The French Zone is still busy with addi

tional values of the "Rheinland-Pfalz" issue, 
the latest being two denominations (2 and 
60pf.) both showing the death-mask of Lud
wig van Beethoven, also a 20 pf. showing a 
street corner in the village of St. Martin 
in the Palatinate. 

Censorship of private mail in the American 
Zone is to be gradually done away with. 

Sales of stamps to foreign visitors in the 
British Zone are limited to a maximum of 
RM600 with not more than RM250 for any 
one item. 

Thanks to Philatelic-Equator for informa
tion. 

* U.S.S.R. 
Whitfield King & Co's "Bulletin" reports 

4 sets of stamps, 31 in all, issued in Septem
ber in connection with the 800th anniversary 
of the founding of Moscow. 

* GREETING CARDS 
Thanks to the following:-J. F. Babb, C.apt. 

Robert E. Oakes, B. H. Homan, Jr., Central 
News Agency. 

THOSE 
ODD VALUES 
have eluded you for years. Is it because you 
have not yet asked the right man, I can not 
claim to have every stamp in stock at the 
one time but I holrl a very extensive and 
varied stock of MINT AND USED BRITISH 
AND COLONIALS from the earliest issues 

down to and including the Coronations. 

Now just settle down and make out that 
\Vant List. The length of it won't frighten 
me. I'll either send what I can supply on 
approval or you can have a quotation. But 
please give me a chance ; a list of only four 
or five stamps may or may not produce results. 
I have few K.G. VI stamps and could not 

deal with Lists asking for those only. 

Whate·ver I supply, paid for or not, is on 
full approval. In addition everything is 
guaranteed to be genuine in every respect. 

I <lo not discourage small business, but orders 
of less than 5/- in value have to have the 

postage added. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7, HANNIBAL ST., KENSINGTON, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
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QUALITY -THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 

If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 
BHITISH EMPIRE STAMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
applica~ion, post free by ordinary p~st, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire stamps from Queen Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M1

• THOMPSON 1 JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
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SOCIETY NEWS 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAI, 

President, Mr. G. Milner Palmer; Secretary, l\Ir. 
A. S. Maskell, P.O. Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd ·wednesdays at London Assurance House, 
319 Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban 
Camera Club, top Floor), 7.30 p.m. 

The 36th annual meeting of this Society "·as held 
in the Caxton Hall, Beach Grove, Durban, on \Ved
nesday, 5th November, and proved one of the most 
outstanding meetings by virtue that the meeting was 
combined with a :i?ocial evening. Members and their 
wives have already given their views hoping that 
all our annual meetings in future will be held on the 
same lines. 

The following were the officers elected for the 
year 1947 /48: President, Mr. G. Milner Palmer; 
vice-presidents, Messrs. \V. H. Winde, L. Bevis, J·. 
Lyle, E. E. Gagel, and W. Hall Jones; sales packet 
supt., Mr. \V. F. Ovens; secretary/treasurer, Mr. 
A. S. Maskell ; committee, Messrs. N. D. \Villiams, 
C. Selwyn Smith, If. Hanna, Dr. Morris, K. I. Bevis ; 
auctioneer, Mr. J. Lyle; hon. auditor, Mr. E. E. 
Gagel. 

lDuring the evening the "Percy Bishop" Floating 
Trophy and Miniature for the best exhibit during 
the year was presented to Mr. L. 0. Bosse for his 
exhibition of Union stamps. As Mr. w. H. Winde men
tioned that this was an exhibit by a comparatively 
new member, and only proved what could be done in 
the way of write up and setting out. In this par
ticular instance Mr. Bosse utilised pictures and 
crests of Towns and Regiments, the whole was a 
pleasing effort. The evening continued with a social, 
which brought to a close a most enjoyable night. 

The ordinary meeting held on the 3rd December 
was attended by (i5 members and friends, and 0111ei3 
again proved that the Society is maldng excellent 
pi·ogress. l\lr. Garth Green, a Foundation l\:Iember 
of this Society, exhibited Great Britain for the 
''P. C. Bishop" Cup. Mr. Ovens gave us a novel 
competition, and there is no doubt that these com
petitions are looked forward to by our members. The 
evening closed with the usual auction. The sub
scription of the Society is now 15s. per annum for 
Town Members, and 5s. per annum for Conntry 
Members. We take this opportunity of advising all 
readers that they an<1 their friends will be welcomed 
at our meetings when they are in Durban. 

w.n.w. 

* PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., II. Ende

mann, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., 'l'eclmical College. 

3rd November: An exhibit was given by Mr. G. 
Carleton Jones of Canadian classics, although the 
exhibitor himself was not able to be pre.sent. As 
was expected, there were some very fine items 
shown, including Die and Plate proofs, and the 
w1iting-up of them was an art in itself. 

17th November: Dr. Broughton was unable to 
give his paper and exhibit, bnt Mr. Wright filled 
the blank by showing his Newfoundlands. 

Pretoria representatives at the East London Con
gress will be Miss Versfeld, and Messrs. Durkin 
and Von Abelfeld, of East London. 

* JEWISH GUILD PHILA'l'ELIC SECTION 
Chairman, Dr. A. Kaplan; Hon. Secretary, Mr. B. 

Joseph, 143 London House, Loveday Street, Johan
nesburg; Meetings, Last Thursday, Jewish Guild 
War Memorial Hall. 

At the meeting held on November 27 the exhibitors 
were :i\.'Cessrs. B. and J. Joseph, who showed a selec
tion of British Empire stamps. 

The exhibit was mostly George VI issues, but 
there were also numerous commemoratives of 

George V. Most of the rareties of colour and per
foration of the George VI issue were shown. 

Mr. I. Isaacs spoke on the exhibit, which was 
much appreciated. 

The section will be in recess until 29th January, 
1948. 

I.I. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Pre,sident, J. V. Jensen; Hon. Secretary, \V. J. 

Gillespie, P.O. Box 673. Meetings, 2nd Fridays, above 
Colosseum Theatre 'rea Room, at 7.45 p.m. 

The November meeting, held on the 14th, was 
well attended, and one of our visitors, Mr. Read, 
District Governor of n5th District Rotary, spoke 
briefly on the part that cast off stamps had played 
in boosting funds in the Union to the extent of 
£500 during the past year. 

The usual business was proceeded with and the 
Exhibition Committee reported a very healthy finan
cial position, enabling a substantial spending on 
plaques. These are to be in silver, E.P.N.S., and 
bronze, purchased in England, and will be some
thing that the recipients will be proud to possess. 

The following members were elected to Congress : 
Messrs. C. H. Thornton, A. Watson, and J. P. 
Shingler. 

The following items of interest were tabled : Gt. 
Britain, ld. Q. Victoria with letter in bottom corner 
only; South Africa, 2 blocks of ;d. offsets. 1 of G.V. 
and 1 of Springbok head. New Issues, U.S.A., Ger
many, N.Z. Health, Czechoslovakia, Gibraltar 5d., 
S.A. ½d. P. Due. 

A comprehensive, neatly set out and well written 
up collection of Sudan from 1897 to date in mint 
and used was laid on the table by Mr. J. H. Walker 
as item 1 ,.of the display for the evening, and it was 
a pleasure to see this country so complete. Thanks 
Mr. Walker. 

Display item 2, Errors and Varieties, was tabled 
by Mr. E. Stanjer, and provided members with an 
opportunity of seeing many items which are only 
known to many as catalogue numbers or mentioned 
by specialists as existing but not catalogued. 

This display, as Mr. Thornton ably commented, 
is one which may never be seen again, and gave 
an indication of what can be accomplished by perse
verance and attention to detail. Postmarks, inverts, 
irregularities, re-entries, wrong cliches and the host 
of others that go to make up this type of collection 
were well represented in mint and used. One notable 
item being the mint block of D U.S.A. 2.c. \Vashing
ton, the central stamp being the 5.c. value whieh 
cliche was inserted in error. Many thanks, Mr. 
Stanjer. 

W.J.G. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, Dr. A. Kaplan; Ilon. Sec., Mr. J. II. 

Jenkins, P.O. Box 4967; JJ[eetings, 2nd Tuesdays and 
4th Mondays, Public Library, 7.45 p.rn. 

At the meeting l1eld on 13th December Dr. A. 
Kaplan showed Christmas stamps of all nations. 
The exhibit included South African, Canadian, 
Danish, Polish, Italian and Freneh Christmas 
Rtamps as well as those of Great Britain, Spain, 
Japan, Norway, Sweden, Iceland, Finland, and U.S.A. 

At the end of the meeting Dr. Kaplan presented 
numerous South African Christmas stamps to be 
sold on behalf of the Tuberculosis Fund. 

A competition for •.ryros (i.e., members who had 
never before exhibited at tlle Society meetings) was 
held during the evening. This consisted of an ex
hibition of Union stamps. The four competitors 
were Messrs. Glassman, Dnchen, Joseph and Shef
field. The winner was Mr. Duchen, but all the ex
h.ibits were excellent. 

I.I. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 
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I TRAVEL 15,000 MILES A YEAR 
YET AlePU ~ __ ,__ ~ ,, 

Just as I book my hotels well ahead, so I make my 
train bookings well in advance. I use the Railway 
Tourist Bureau and they arrange everything. 

Like my hedroom, my compartment is always free 
from bulky luggage. I send all my heavy bags to 
rhe luggage van. Gives me room to relax. 

l know how the catering staff appreciates my being 
i:-rompt for meals. Means quick, personal attention 
-equal to the service in a well-run hotd. 

. :::::j 

1:illili 
':heets ,;nd pillow cases are clean every trip. 
Blanke~s. too, have been hygienically treated. A 
-Qmforting ,.hought when you travel as often as I do. 

t ·we South Africans are a comfort-loving 

people. In our homes we seek all the comforts 

and services that can be offered. So, too, on 

our trains we can learn to be relaxed, carefree 

and comfortable ... completely at home. 

That is the art of travel ... so easily acquired 

... so much a part of our way of living . 

LEARN THE ART OF liauet Jr Ttam WITH THE 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 

iii. 
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Buying • 
in London Auctions 

All serious Collectors may take an active part in the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions. Special lightweight editions of all 
London Catalogues are printed for the convenience of distant 
subscribers who desire to receive their catalogues by Airmail. 
The excellent Air Mail Service between Great Britain and South 
Africa ensures that Catalogues of Sale arrive in ample time for 

Collectors to compete in the London Auctions. 
The Twelve Months' subscription rate is 20s. including Lists 
of Prices Realised plus actual postages which are debited to 
the recipient's account. To avoid frequent remittances of 
small sums, clients should add £2 to the subscription for 
postages. When this has been exhausted, advice will be given. \, 

Catalogues carried by Surface Mail are sent post free. 

JANUARY 12th and 13th: 
A very fine BRITISH EMPIRE Sale, strong in BARBADOS, FALKLAND ISLANDS, GAMBIA, MALTA, 

NEWFOUNDLAND, NEW ZEALAND, and NIGER COAST. 

JANUARY 19th and 20th:. 
A FOREIGN SALE, including a fine collection of FRANCE, FRENCH COLONIES and BELGIUM. 

JANUARY 26th and 27th: 
A BRITISH EMPIRE Sale, including SIERRA LEONE, BAHAMAS, NIGER COAST, St. LUCIA & TRINIDAD 

A re you conteniplating selling your Collection ? 
The H. R. HARMER Ltd.Auctions are the World's best medium 
for the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Ltd. Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Commission 
Terms and Insurance arrangements are given in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price Is., post paid. 

"'r -

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

·'39~2, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.I. 

Cables: •·PHISTAMSEL ",LONDON: 

in association with H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
32-34, EAST 57th STREET. NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

Cables:•• HARMERSALE.'' NEW YORK 

• Publ111hed by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Whole1111.le Distributors: Central News 
-.:, A11renc7, Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Presa (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

1 ohanneaburg. 
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THE PREMIER MARKET 

FOR 

Postal History 

Essays, Proofs and Specimens 

Cancellations and Covers 

CLASSIC STAMPS 

and Specialised Collections 

Whole No. 275 

..--------> IS <-------~ 
ROBSON LOWE LTD. 

London - Bournemouth - Philadelphia 

Head Office 

5o PALL MALL, LONDON S.W. I 

Telephone: Abbey 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London" 
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ALL 

THE 

NEWS 

EVERY 

WEEK 

February, 1948. 

SOMETHING TO SAY--------
----------PLENTY TO READ 

Stamp ltlittnt 
2d. EVERY FRIDAY. 

PER ANNUM 12 / 6 POST FREE 

By Airmail (Special Lightweight Edition) 60/- post free. 
By Surface Mail (First Class) 18/6 post free. 

THE WEEKLY BRITISH PHILATELIC NEWSPAPER. 

2 Queen's Walk, South Ruislip 
Middlesex England 
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EAST LONDON CONGRESS 
AND EXHIBITION. 

East London Congress and Exhibition are 
now but a memory, but a very very pleasant 
one, certainly to the visitors, and we think 
also to the hosts. 

Full minutes of Congress will be sent to 
constituent societies in due course, but the 
following notes give the gist of the business 
done. 

CONGRESS NOTES 

Eleven member societies were represented 
by twenty-seven delegates at the Ninth Con
gress of the Philatelic Federation of South_ern 
Africa, held at the East London Techmcal 
College, commencing on January 15, 1948. 

Also in attendance were Dr. J. H. Harvey 
Pirie, chairman; Commander Enoch, vice
chairman; W. Redford, executive member, 
and Norman W elsford, hon. secretary-trea
surer of the Federation. 

The Mayor of East London, Cr. Lazarus, 
opened Congress and welcomed delegates to 
the city. 

Mr. Jensen, president of the East London 
Philatelic Society, made an excellent chair
man and kept business going. 

The executives' report stated that philately 
was in a flourishing condition and that the 
Federation's affairs were in good order. 
Several new societies have joined recently 
and seventeen societies are now affiliated. 
Cash on hand at December 31 was £125 4s. 3d. 

Dr. Harvey Pirie, in reporting on the "S.A. 
Philatelist", ap-pealed for contributions from 
individuals and societies. Secti:onal editors, 
an assistant editor, and more illustrations 
were some of the suggestions put forward. 

Mr. Redford said the magazine was now 
paying its way. 

Much discussion centered around the Union 
Catalogue (? Handbook) published by the 
Federation. Much talk, little result. It was 
very pleasing to note that a substantial profit 
had been realised from the sale of the Cata
logue. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded 
the editors. 

Congress passed, with acclamation, a re
solution, "that hearing there is to be a new 
issue of Union stamps these should be bi
lingual". 

Unused stamps with the gum washed off 
should be classified equal in value to mint 
stamps. This was the opinion of a majority 
of delegates. 

That the Federation should have a new 
constitution and rules and regulations, was 
the unanimous decision of congress. A sub
committee is to get to work immediately. 

Next congress will be held at Pretoria 
about October, 1948. 

The following were elected to the Roll of 
Distinguished Philatelists: Messrs. W. L. Ash
mead, A. E. Basden, P. C. Bishop, A. A. 
Jurgens, J. H. Harvey Pirie and W. Redford. 

The Skinner Cup was awarded to Mr. A. 
E. Basden, F.R.P.S.L. 

Congress resolved to take strong; action to 
endeavour to prevent freaks and other stamps, 
described as "printers' waste," coming on to 
the market and being sold to unsuspecting 
collectors. A list of genuine and spacious 
emissions is to be prepared and circulated. 

Mr. E. Hunt donated a cup for the best 
contribution on forgeries to be published in 
the "Philatelist". 

Congress dinner at Deal's Hotel was a very 
cheery function. Dr. Harvey Pirie, on be
half of delegates, expressed the hearty thanks 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

18 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. February, 1948. 

of the visitors for the splendid time they 
had had in East London. _ 

Mr. A. Jacob looked as if he was going to 
follow the procedure at formal congress meet
ings and move an amendment, but told some 
stories instead; and very good ones, too. 

Mr. C. G. Mummery thanked the ladies for 
the marvellous way in which they had made 
the social side of congress so successful. 

THE EXHIBITION 
A visitor to the East London Centenary 

National Philatelic Exhibition was very hard 
put to single out individual items from among 
the wealth of material on display as this was 
quite outstanding for a National Exhibition 
and many exhibits could have competed with 
honour at an International Exhibition. 

There were close on a hundred entries and 
the jury mut,t have had a tough job examining 
them all and dedding on the awards. Here 
follows a list of awards and brief notes on 
some of the gems displayed by winners of 
First A wards : 

Class 1 (Union of South Africa) : Mr. L. 
Simenhoff (Cape Town), 1; Dr. A. Kaplan -
(Germiston), 2; Mr. C. Hampson (East Lon
don), 3. 

(Mr. L. Simenhoff.) 4 corner pairs of £1 
showing Plate No. 1 and fine used block of 
4. Second setting of Bradbury, Wilkinson 5s., 
four mint blocks of 4. ld. ship type in block 
of 4 with trial trefoil watermark. 

Class 2 (Cape of Good Hope): Mr. A. Jur
gens (Cape Town) and Mr. C. H. Thornton 
(East London), 1; Mr. J. Shepherd (Brak
pan), 3. 

(Mr. A. A. Jurgens.) Several copies of ld. 
and 4d. woodblocks on cover. A numher of 
4d. bisects on cover. A pair of 1 s. emerald 
green of 1863-4 on entire, one of three so 
known. 

(Mr. C. H. Thornton.) Cover with 22 four
penny triangulars. 

Class 3 (Natal, O.F.S., Transvaal, New 
Republic, Rhodesia and S.W.A.): Mr. A. Jacob 
(Cape Town) and Mr. E. Hunt (Johannes
burg), 1; Mr. J. Shepherd (Brakpan), 2; Mr. 
L. Simenhoff (Cape Town), 3. 

(Mr. A. Jacob-Rhodesia.) Victoria Falls 
ls., mint pair imperf. horizontally and mint 
strip of three imperf. vertically. 1909 £1 ver
tical pair, one without surcharge ( only 10 
such pairs known). 

(Mr. E. Hunt-Transvaal). S.G. 194 6a, 
one of the two known copies. S.G. 17, un
used sheet of 40. _ S.G. 99b and 1903 £5 mint. 

Class 4 (Northern and Southern Rhodesia, 
Kenya, Tanganyika, Nyasaland, East Africa, 
St. Helena, Ascension, Mauritius, Basutoland, 
Bechuanaland, Swaziland, Griqualand West, 
Zululand) : Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie (Johan
nesburg) and Mr. A. Jurgens (Cape Town), 
1; Dr. A. Kaplan ( Germiston), 2; Mr. C. 
Gelberg (Cape Town), 3. 

(Dr. Pirie-Swaziland.) "Swazilan" error 
on cover and inverted, "waziland" variety 
and misplaced overprints. 

(Mr. A. A. Jurgens-Bechuanaland.) Full 
range of the so-called forgeries of the ½ d. 
on 3d., all postally used on pieces. Unap
propriated dies overprinted Specimen or Can
celled. Kimberley forgeries. 

Class 5 (Great Britain): Mr. A. Watson 
(East London), 1: Mrs. R. Alabaster (East 
London), 2. 

(A. Watson.) Mulready envelope used on 
day of issue. Notices to postmasters of issue 
of ld. red-brown and 2d. blue (with line), 
with specimens attached. 2d. (no lines), 
block of 4 on cover. 

Class 6 ( British Empire countries not 
enumerated): Dr. K. Freund (Bloemfontein), 
Comdr. Enoch (Johannesburg) and Mr. C. 
G. Mummery (Cape Town), 1; C. H. Thorn
ton (East London), 2: Mr. H. Suklje (Beno
ni) and Dr. A. Kaplan (Germiston), 3. 

(Dr. K. Freund-Mafeking.) ld. on ½d., 
part sheet of 29 showing all varieties. B.P. 
block: of 6 and strip ·of 3 shov,,ing position 
of the cracked plate flaw. This is the finest 
collection of these stamps known and was 
given the special award for the finest exhibit 
entered in all ch1.sses. 

(Comdr. C. E. Enoch, R.N.R.-British 
Guiana.) 1853-60 4c, S.G. 20 finP used on large 
piece dated 22 May 1858. S.G. 24, 1856 4c 
initialled by E. D. Wright. 1905 2.40 dollars 
mint and also specimen. 

(C. G. Mummery-Falkland Is.) Specimens 
of both early Franks. Several 1891-92 bisects 
including llb and 13c on covers. South 
Georgia Provisional 2~d. and 1915 cover with 
Deception Island post mark. 

Class 7 (U.S.A. and European countries): 
Dr. A. Kaplan (Germiston) and Mr. C. H. 
Thornton (East London), 1; Mr. C. H. Thorn
ton (East London), 2; Mr. J. F. Paviour 
( East London), 3. 

( Dr. A. Kaplan-Holland, 1852 issue.) All 
plates represented, many with dated town 
postmarks, and several pairs; all in immacu
late condition. 

Class 9 ( Indian and Asiatic countries, 
Egypt, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Iraq, Syria 
and Lebanon, South and Central Americas) : 
Mr. C. G. Mummery (Cape Town), 1; Mr. 
Sam Legator (Brakpan), 2. 

(Mr. C. G. Mummery-Egypt.) Imperf. 
and perf. proofs of 1st issue. Pre-stamp 
covers. £1 birthday mint and used on cover. 
Princess Ferial error 1493 for 1943 in Arabic 
overprint, mint block of 8. 

Class 11 (Airmails) : Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey 
(Johannesburg), 1. 

( Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey.) 2 ballon monte 
covers of the Siege of Paris. Cover from 
world's first official air post (Allahabad). 

Class 12 ( Miscellaneous, Subject Collections, 
Ships' Letters and Stamps, Army Postmarks 
and pre-covers): Mr. A. \Vatson (East Lon
don), Mr. A. A. Jurgens (Cape Town), Mr. 
J. V. Jenson (East London) and Mr. L. 
Simenhoff (Cape Town), 1; Dr. J. H. Harvey 
Pirie (Johannesburg) and Mr. L. Simenhoff 
(Cape Town), 2. 
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Mr. A. A. Jurgens-Cape Pre-stamp 
covers.) V.O.C. covers showing 1, 2 and 3 
impressions of the handstamp. 1806 ship let
ter from Cape. 

(Mr. A. Watson-Anglo-Boer War post
marks.) Ladysmith Siege P.O. mark on cover. 

Mr. J. V. Jensen-The Evolution of an 
Idea.) An entirely novel display where the 
artist's drawing overshadowed the actual 
stamps which inspired the illustrations there
to. 

( Mr. L. Simenhoff-Educational Philately.) 
An outstanding display; botanical, zoological, 
musical and other subjects illustrated both 
by stamps and illustrations of the original 
subject of the stamp designs, accompanied by 
a short description· of the object portrayed. 

Class 13 (Rarities and Unusual Items) : 
Mr. W. Redford (Johannesburg), 1; Mr. C. 
H. Thornton (East London), 2; Mr. A. Jur
gens ( Cape Town), 3. 

( C. H. Thornton.) France, 1849, tete-beche 
pair of 10c on piece with 1f carmine-brown; 
1853, 80c tete-beche in strip of 4 on entire; 
1862 (?) 20c tete-beche pair on cover; 1870-3 
20c tete-beche pair on cover; 1873 10c on rose 
tete-beche pair. Natal, 3d. embossed used 
tete-beche pair. 

(W. Redford.) Barbados, S.G. 62 mint 
block of 16 6d. imperf.; NyasaJand, 20a, ld. 
on 2d. double surcharge, mint and used; Sierra 
Leone, Type I 6d. but watermarked Crovm 
C A; Niger Coast, two bisects on cover; 
O.F.S., 4d. triagular Cape quadrisected and 
used as ld. on piece ·of newspaper. 

Class 14 (Juvenile Section) : K. C. Smith 
(East London) and J. D. Shingler (East Lon
don), 2. 

Class 15 (Juvenile Section): J. T. Woods 
(East London) and Miss D. Urquhart (East 
London), 3. 

Besides the philatelic gems noted above, 
there were many other attractive items to 
be found among those exhibits which were 
not lucky enough to obtain a first award 
among which were noticed the following; 

Antigua: Tercentenary issue complete mint. 
Bechuanaland: No. 21 £5 mint and used. 
Canada: Quebec issue in mint vertical 

imperf. pairs. 
Cape of Good Hope: Mint block of 6 ls. 

Peeking Bacon No. 8a. Mint block of 8 ld. 
De la Rue No. 18. Corner pair mint ls. De 
la Rue No. 21. · 

Cayman Is.: Centenary issue mint. 
Falkland Is.: Centenary issue mint. 
Gilbert and Ellice Is.: An almost complete 

collection. 
Natal: 3d. and 6d. embossed. Postage ld. 

on 6d. double surcharge, one inverted and S 
missing Nos. 95 and 92c. 

Newfoundland: A number of the pence 
types. 

New Guinea: 1939 airmail set mint. 
St. Kitts-Nevis: Tercentenary issue mint. 
Seychelles: No. 44a 3c ·on 16c and No. 44b 

6c on 8c with inverted surcharge. 12c on 
16c variety "cents" omitttd. Mauritius 

stamps used in Seychelles with B64 cancella
tion. 

South Africa: 1910 artist's proof signed by 
H. S. Wilkinson. 1913 specimens complete. 

South-West Africa: ld. victory block of 4 
with inverted overprint. 4d. small war block 
of 6 with inverted overprint. D13 mint pair 
and the only known used copy. 

The Publicity Section of the G.P.O. had 
a large very nicely mounted display showing 
all current Union stamps in blocks of 4, also 
other special issues and postage due stamps. 
This wa~ of great interest to Union col
lectors as demonstrating issues in the order 
of appearance. A few criticisms may be 
made, however. 

The strict keeping to blocks of 4 led to 
some absurdities-the tearing of Jipex sheets 
of 6 to make blocks of 4; the showing of 
Bantams in a fashion which, for some de
nominations, did not demonstrate all the rou
lette-perforation combinations; and roll 
stamps not in the form on which they were 
sold. This last was particularly. reprehensible 
in the case of the ½ d., which was never 
on sale in sheet form; it might be pardoned 
in the case of the ld., which was sold in sheet 
form as well as in roll form. 

Incidentally some of these ½ d. stamps were 
on exhibit elsewhere in horizontal pair-how 
were they acquired when they were never 
on sale in such condition? 

It is regrettable also that the 2d. was 
shown in tete-beche condition. This was 
never on sale thus, although some copies do 
appear to have leaked out and come on the 
market. 

The above are only a few items selected 
from among the many hundreds of fine thin~s 
on display; lack of space prevents fuller de
scription. It is understood that Pretoria is 
staging an exhibition next October, and the 
writer, for one, looks forward with eager 
anticipation to viewing and possibly describ.:. 
ing still more treasures which may be on show 
then. 

Below is the Exhibition postmark. 

HEAVY HAND 
Under this heading the "Australian Stamp 

Monthly" has a list in which are pilloried 
from time to time post offices which, as they 
put it, "brutally postmark stamps." We could 
make a similar black list of heavy-handed 
post offices in this country. Would South 
African collectors care to submit flagrant 
occurrences of this kind ? 
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UNION NOTES. 
"Officials": 

Hd. Now appeared on the issue w~ich ha_s 
the first stamp of the sheet m Afri
kaans. 

2d. The "Official" Opt. on the current 
stamp appeared a month or two ago, 
but has not so far been chronicled. 

6d. This was i.:werprinted on the very full 
orange shade (the one employed for 
the Kenya Opt.), a full sized s~amp; 
this was sucoeeded by an overprmt on 
the smaller sized stamp. 

2/6. These are now on the stamp with the 
blue c,entre. 

New Air Letter Card: 
A completely new Air Letter form .ap

peared on sale in the early days of the yea!, 
at some post otfices. I! is on blued p~p,er and It 
is no longer bevelled In shape. It still has two 
3d. stamps, but these are now printed as if 
they were perforated stamps stuck on.Alto
gether a much superior article to those prec~d
ing it, although the arrangement for closmg 
is not too good. 

Unusual "Royal Visit" Cancellation: 
Mr. C. H. McNeil, of Estcourt, checking up 

on his Royal Visit covers, reports so?Iething 
interesting, viz.: A first-day cover with Pre
toria Registration label dated 17-II-47, the 
cancellation being the one with a solid black 
square between the upper and lower lett_er
ings. This was the mark allotted, accord1~g 
to information officially supplied, to the White 
Train. 

It would seem possible that in the rush 
there must have been at Pretoria over first
day covers, this canceller was used there tem
porarily, in addition to the normal two used 
at Pretoria, and before being sent off to Cape 
Town for use in the White Tr.ain P.O., which 
started operating on 22-II-47. 

"J amborally": 
A Boy Scout Camp, Jamboree or Rally, was 

recently held at Underberg and a special post 
office and cancellation mark was provided. The 
canceller was of the rather crude single-inch 
".11elief" type .and the inscription "Jambor
ally" was in most cases very indistinct. 
Thanks to the Robertson Stamp Coy. for a 
specimen of it. 

New Air Stamps (?): 
We have heard a rumour from a quarter 

which is usually well-informed that a set of 
air-stamps, of probably six denominations, is 
being prep.ared and may be expected about the 
middle of the year. 

Atlas Sky Merchant: 
A DC-4, on a global commercial goodwill 

tour, arrived in Johannesburg from America 
on 19th January, continued on to Cape Town 
next day and r·e-visited Johannesburg on 26th 
January. On board were being carried 5,000 
lair-letter sheets which it is hoped will be 
post-marked at every port of call. Their 
promoters regard this as making aero-phila
telic history. 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
GOLDEN JUBILEE. 

The Pretoria Philatelic Society, which cele
brates its Golden Jubilee next February, is 
one of the oldest and most active of its kind 
in the British Commonwealth of Nations. It 
was started on 16th February, 1898 by a few 
enthusiasts, including Canon Fisher and Isaac 
van Alphen, the Postmaster-General of the 
South African Republic, C. Plomer, J. J. Haupt 
and E. G. David. Messrs. van Alphen and 
Plomer were the first President and Hon. 
Secretary respectively. Rules and regulations 
were formulated and the first paper, which 
dealt with the Transvaal stamps issued in 
1877, was read by Mr. Haupt. After a year's 
existence, the society boasted 34 active mem
bers, but unlike present day members, they 
attended meetings somewhat indiff ~rently. 

The Anglo-Boer War put a temporary stop 
to the activities of the society, members being 
otherwise engaged between 1899 and 1902. 
From 1902 to 1909 the society flourished, mf'c 
in the latter year interest flagged until re
vived in 1911 by the enthusiasm of new mem
bers including Messrs. Obermeyer and Gio
vanetti, who are still active and whose interest 
has never waned to the present day. 

Two wars have interrupted but not dis
continued the work of the society. Between 
1939 and 1945 the meetings were open to 
dozens of soldiers and airmen stationed in the 
Capital and many have retained country mem
bership on returning to their homes in the 
United Kingdom and elsewhere. 

Famous philatelists, some of whom are life 
members, include the nonagenarian, Mr. Emil 
Tamsen, of the Northern Transvaal, Mr. H. 
P. de Boom the evergreen, Dr. Robert Broom, 
F.R.S., who reconstructs a sheet of 80-year
old stamps with the same scientific zest as he 
devotes to the remains of Mrs. Ples, Mr. Percy 
Bishop, Mr. Basden, Mr. Carleton Jones, Drs. 
Harvey-Pirie and Broughton and, oldest mem
bers of the doyen of South African societies, 
Messrs. Obermeyer and Giovanetti. 

Discussions, papers and publications have 
added considerably to the scope and content of 
philatelic knowledge during 50 years of the 
society's existence. The society has over 200 
members at the present time and additions to 
the roll take place at every meeting. Its 
energetic President is Mr. F. C. Ferguson, 
famous as a soccer referee, and the Hon
Secretary is Mr. H. Endemann. 

The anniversary date will be enjoyed by 
members and their guests at a special Golden 
Jubilee dinner to be held on 16th February, 
1948, in Pretoria. 

AIR MAILS 
A London Aviation Exhibition was held from 

December 22nd to January 15th under the 
auspices of the Royal Geographical Society 
with the co-operation of the Ministeries of 
Civil Aviation and of Education, also of air
line operators. 

Thie aerophilatelic side was illustr.ated by 
an exhibit arranged by Messrs. Francis J. 
Field of Sutton Coldfield, selected to show the 
historical development of long-distance mail 
flying during the past twenty years by the 
world's leading companies. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 

stamps always available. Want lists 

receive prompt attention, and ap

proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. lVARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

stamps now needed to complete 
the· whole World Collection of 

Zi ft, fj l !J 
Less than 5 % of the normal 
issues to 1933 now missing from 
what may eventually be unique 
in South Africa for this type of 

coUection. 
--o--

Want list of .any specified country 
upon application - no complete 

want lists available. 

Full market price for perfect 
copies. 

E. HIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

A Unique Opportunity To 
lmpr,ove Your Collection 
THE UXIVERSAL PHIJ,ATELIC CLUB, with 
members scattered all over the world, invites 
applications for membership from collectors in 

South Africa. 

l\:Iembers are fref' to correspond and exchange 
their duplicates for the stamps they require to 

fill the gaps in their albums. 

A vast scope for exchange is facilitated by a 
complete Roll of l\Iembers in every issue of the 
Club Bulletin. Items of philatelic interest, 
many of unique facilities for members, oITers 
of stamps for sale at privileged prices and 
philatelic competitions ,vith handsome prizes 
in stamps, are also contained in the Bulletin. 

This is indeed a golden opportunity which 
no ardent collector can afford to miss. 

Write at once for a copy of the Club 
Prospectus. Send 2d. stamps. 

Section 'l\1' 

THE UNIVERSAL PHILATELIC CLUB 
21 Alderdale Drive, Droylsden 
Lancashire England 

"""~{·;·;{~";;~;;"~~;·;~·~,; ... , 
• 

We carry large stocks of Foreigns 

and British Colonials. Want lists 

receive our careful attention. Let 

us know your requirements and 

we will do our best to help you. 

Approval books sent to interested 

parties. Write or call for our free 

price-list. 

• 
330, Grand National Buildings, 

Rissik Street, 
Johannesburg - South Africa 

i,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111rc11111111111111111111111111111111111111 •• 
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CRITICISM OF SOUTH AFRICAN ITEMS 
SHOWN IN THE B.P.A. EXHIBITION 
Writing in "Philately'' on the various ex

hibits shown in the recent B.P.A. Exhibition, 
Mr. Robson Lowe makes the following re
marks on the Federation's display: 

" . . . A host of other interesting material 
held my attention for a long time, but I looked 
with grave suspicion on the quartered Cape 
triangular 4d. used on a portion of a news
paper in 1864. While admitting that I _am 
without first-hand knowledge of these Smith
field and :Bloemfontein Betaald cancellations, 
the ink in which this is struck looks far too 
modern. 

Incidentally, there is a pair of ls. emeralds 
cancelled in rose-pink-I believe the cancel
lati:on to be a modern invention and that the 
pair has not been on the entire for long." 

Mr. A. A. Jurgens, through whom these two 
items were supplied, writes as follows about 
these criticisms: . 

In regard to the quadrisected 4d. C~~e. I am 
not surprised that there has been cnticism
it is only to be expected about such a novelty
but who, may I ask, can give any authentic 
verdict on this item, 

As to the ink of the "Smithfield Betaald" 
handstamp with which this is cancelled l?ok
ing: too modern, I can only say ~hat so little 
is known about the early postal history of the 
O.F.S. that we will require a lo~ more. e_vi
dence before we can give any decided opimon 
upon this matter. 

I am not in a position to reveal the name 
of the office from which these. items wei::e. ob
tained but I think that it will be sufficient 
when i say that I personally discovered this 
quadrisected 4d. Cape triangul~r on a ne:Vs
paper and in the circumstances it_ would be im
possible for any p-erson to conv:mce. me that 
the item is not perfectly genume m every 
respect. ' 

I have. now seen about five specimens of 
the Smithfield Betaald, four or five of the 
Bloemfontein Betaald, and only one of the 
Winburg. The Bloemfontein stamp varies 
from deep black to a gl'ey watery black, the 
W'inburg as mentioned is in deep black and 
the Smithfield are all identical. The impres
sions on all five covers are in every respect 
like that shown on the piece of newspaper. 

There is in existence a quadrisected 4d. de
faced with the Smithfield stamp on the com
p1ete newspaper and it has not been sold 
because the owner is asking a very high price. 
The cancellation on this is similar to the piece 
under discussion. 

As for the pair of ls. emerald showing a 
cancellation in rose-pink I can only say that 
this was purchased from a dealer in London 
,(Mr. V. F. James) many years ago. 

The late Mr. H. H. Hurst, who I may say 
was a very shrewd and careful buyer of rare 
items, after very careful examination wanted 
to purchase it but he was too late. 

Mr. Hurst was under the impression that 
this pale red ink was used only by the. post
master of Swellendam, but I have specimens 
of this particular shade of ink on lette!s 
emanating from Worcester as. well. I have m 
my possession a cover _showmg a 6d .. slate
lilac which is defaced with both the tr,~angu
lar defacing stamp and the 1853 oval Swel
lendam" and the ink used here appears to be 
identical with that on the pair of ls. under 
discussion. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
10 PER CENT NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
The advantages of being a member of a 
reputable New Issue Service are many and 
obvious. \Ve have been conducting our New 
Issue Department for the last 5-G years, and 
should be only too pleased to forward par
ticulars of our scheme to any Collectors who 
may wish to ava~l themselve~. of such . an 
offer. \Vant Lists for all British Colomals 
(mint or usf>d) appreciated. Obsolete values 

of K. Geo. VI are our speciality. - . 
THE MAYFLOWER STAMP CO. 

18 York Street, Plymouth 
England 

The very first O.F.S. Letter Stamp, . tI:e 
"Bloemfontein Betaald," I found under simi
lar circumstances only it was among the 
records of a different branc_h. The _next was 
the Winburg Betaald and thi~ was 111;pre~sed 
on the letter in a dense black mk. The Smit_h
field Betaald," the last of these finds, was dis
covered by me among the same records as 
contained the quadrisect. !!:::===:::::;:.===============• 

I IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII IUlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllle} L!]IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII I 

Fine British ~olonials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Modern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
ro lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltll4llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllr-J 
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WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
TUESDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M. THOMPSON1 JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

QUALITY -THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 

If a General Collector, then we are confide:it that our MONTHLY LIST of 
BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire &tamps from Queen .Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

23 
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S.W.A. AIR LETTER SHEETS. 
Through the kind co-operation of Major Ian 

C. Morgan, of Montreal, we are able to pre
sent the following details and illustrations of 
all the known overprintings of Union letter 
sheets for use in South-West Africa. The 
illustration block, slightly reduced in size, was 
prepared for listing in the American Airmail 
Catalogue and we must express our indebted-

Active Service Letter Cards 
1941: 

Type I, block capitals with stops (14 x 
3 mm.), on original type of stamp. 

·Type II, letters with serifs (16 x 3 mm.), 
on original type of stamp. 

1944: 
Type III, italic letters (19 x 4 mm.), in 

sheets with redrawn stamps. 
This type is rather a mystery so far. 

Major Morgan has not a copy himself, the 
specimen photographed having been sup
plied by Mr. Gatchell. No information about 
it has so far been obtainable in South 
Africa; can anyone confirm its existence, 

* * * 
GERMANY 

French-zone stamps have been given a rest, 
apparently because the printers have been so 
busy overprinting· the Saar stamps with 
French currency on top of the former German 
Qurrency. By this and :other economic 
measures the Saar is practically sealed off 
from the rest of Germ.any and attached to 
France. 

Registration of letters and the sending of 
small quantities of stamps from Germany will 
be permissible from 1st January, 1948. 

Four stamp. magazines were operating in 
Germany, now only two are left, "General 
Anzeiger-Luderigslust" and "Sanmler-Ex
press," both published in the Russian zone of 
Berlin. 

Thanks to "Philatelie-Equafor," Hamburg
"the firm with the nice first day covers'' for 
the above information, also for an attractive 
New Year card featuring the picture of 
Goethe on the lm. French zone stamp. 

ness to the editor thereof, Mr. L. B. Gatchell, 
for permission to reproduce. 

All types of overprint, it may be mentioned, 
occur on both English worded and Afrikaans 
worded stamps; also it should be remembered 
that unoverprinted Union sheets of the first 
typ,e were valid for use in S.W.A. for a short 
period in 1941, when these active service 
cards were first brought into use. 

date of issue, etc., 
Type IV, on re-drawn stamps, large let

ters with square stops (19 x 5 mm.). 
Air Mail Letter Cards · 
1944: 

Type V, heavy letters, round stops (17-18 
x 5-6 mm.). 

Type VI, heavy letters, square stops 
23-24 x 6 mm.). 

Type VII, letters with no stops (13 x 4 
mm.). 

. Air Letter 
1944: 

Type VIII, on first type of Union sheets, 
letters with no stops (8 x 2 mm.). 

)(. )(. )(. 

KENYA 
According to the "Philatelic Magazine'' a 

Philatelic Society has been formed, with ad
dress P.O. Box 54, Nakuru. Our best wishes 
for its success. 

S.W.A. INVERTED OVERPRINTS 
Mr. H. C. Nockler of Box 51. Omaruru, is 

compiling an article on recent inverted over
prints and would like if any one can tell him: 

(a) Is the 4d. bantam known in used con
dition, and, if so, at which post office and 
when? 

(b) Same information re 2<l. hantam which 
he is informed also exists with inverted over
print. 

( c) The ls. is known from Windhoek, 
16-10-44, and the 6d. from Gobabis, 18-12-45. 
Are they known used from any other offices ? 

(d) I'S the Victory ld. known used, and 
where? Also, are any of the other Victory 
denominations known with overprint inverted? 
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N1EW MINT ISSUES 
Australia, Newcastle . . . . 
Canada, Citizen . . . . . . . . 
Caymans, new 2M. and 3d. 
Ceylon, new constitution .. 
Dominica, new 3~d. and 7d. 
Newfoundland, Cabot . . . . 
New Zealand, 1947 Health 
Nigeria, new 3d ..... 
N yasaland, new ld. . . . . 
Virgins, new 10/- .. 

Do., 20/- ......... . 
Swaziland, current ~d.-1/- .. 

Do., ~d.-10/- complete 
Blocks of four Pro-Rata 

1;-
0/4 
0/7 
1/2 
1/2 
0/5 
0/5 
0/5 
0/2 

11/6 
23/-
2/11 
23/0 

Union Catalogues . . . . . . . . . . 7 /6 
Postage and Registration extra. C.W.O. 
Canada and Australia Princess, North 
Borneo Cypher, Burma Independence, 
Mauritius Postal Centenary expected 

(booking). 

J. F. KE'OGH 
P.O. BOX 177 

HEILBRON 

EASTB1 0URNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

The best medium for the medium 1 

buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. : 

---· ... ============== 
, All material entrusted to us is ca ref u I ly lotted 
' in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 

Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN 
SAFETY IN BUYING. 

THE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

CW. H. \Vinde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Xext to Messrs. \Vard & Salmon 

{Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

U.S.A., Set of Flags (13), mint 8/6 
Ceylon Constitution ( 4), mint 1/6 
Bulgaria Victory (3), mint . . 1/6 
China· Victory (4), mint 2/-
Egypt Arab Kings (7), mint 2/-
Egypt Air (12) . . . . . . 13/9 

SPECIAL 
Barbados Provisional ld. on 2d. 

Perf. (14) . . . . . . . . . . 4/6 

LARGE SELE·CTION OF FIRST DAY 
COVERS 

MINT BRITISH COLONIALS. 
Seychelles-

1903-4, 2.c.-2r., 25c., 11 values com-
plete . . . • . . • • • • . . . . • . 

1906 ditto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1917-20, 2c. to 5r., 18 values com

plete, without shades . . . . . . . . 
1921-32, 2c. to 5r., 24 values com

plete, without extra dies .. 
Sierra Leone-

1921-28, ½d. to £5, 20 values com-
plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1932', ½d. to £1, 13 values cO'lllplete 
1933, Centenary set complete . . . . 

S. Rhodesia, 1924-29, ½d, to 5/-, 14 
values complete . . . . . . . . . . 

Straits Settlements, 1922, lc.-$5, 15 
values overprinted "Malaya-Borneo 
Exhibition," complete . . • . . . . . 

Tanganyika-
1922, 5c. to £1, 15 values complete 

(high values have sideways wmk.) 
1927-31, 5c. to £1, 15 values complete 

except for 30c. of 1931 . . . . . . 
Tonga, 1923-24, 2d. on 5d. to 2d. on 

5/-, 7 values complete . . . . . . . . 
Turks and Caicos Is.-

1921, ¼d. to 1/-, 8 values complete 
1922-26, ¼d. to 3/-, 17 values complete 

with shades and both 2/- . . . . . . 
1928, ½d. to 10/-, 11 values complete 

Virgin Is., 1922-29, td. to 5/-, MCA 
and Script wmks., 20 values cpl. 

£3 15 
8 5 

4 15 

4 0 

45 0 
14 0 
52 10 

4 15 

14 10 

14 0 

7 15 

3 0 

2 15 

4 15 
3 5 

5 10 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

0 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 1884 

7 VIGO ST., LONDON, W.I 

25 
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"Post Offke" Mauritius-1847. The tale of 
two stamps retold by Michael Harrison. 
London, Stamp Collecting, Ltd. Price 7 /6. 

A very attractively got up booklet of 52 
pages which is of timely issue in view of the 
centenary of the two stamps which are among· 
the rarest and most widely publicised of any 
known to philatelists. 

The story is here recounted against a back
ground of the contemporary scene-a short 
resume of the early history of the island and 
of the occasion which led to the issue of the 
stamps-well told by an author already re
sponsible for several important historical 
studies. 

Then follows the most interesting "re
discovery" of the stamps and brief histories 
of all known specimens; also the tale of the 
finding of the original plate from which they 
were printed. 

Dai Nipp,on in Zuid-Oost Azie, by N. F. 
Hedeman and R. Boekema. Published by 
R. Broekema, Prinsestraat 58-60, 's-GraY
enhage, Price F7.60 plus postage. 

This must be somewhere near the full story, 
told in 176 pages, of the philately of the 
Japanese overrunning of S.E. Asia. After a 
brief summary of the main events of the war 
in 1941-42, it proceeds to describe the various 
overprintings and stamps issued in the Dutch 
East Indies, Malaya and Borneo. 

Sections are devoted to Japanese writing 
and to forgeries. Every part is amply illus
trated and over 2,000 new stamps are de
scribed! An English translation is stated to 

-be in course of preparation. 

Standard Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of 
the World, Part I, British Empire. Pub
lished on 15th December, by Messrs. 
Whitfield King & Co., Ipswich, England. 
Price 7 /6, postage extra. 

In this, their 47th Edition, the publishers 
have split their catalogue into two parts : ( 1) 
British Empire, plus Egypt, Iraq, Napal and 
Transjordan; (2) Rest of the world. This 
part lists 17,644 stamps, with 1,936 illustra
tions, quarter size. 

The catalogue is of a convenient size, and 
will meet the needs :of most general collectors. 
All necessary watermark information is 
given; minor perforation and shade differ
ences are not listed, but the firm does cater 
for collectors of these varieties on request. 

Prices are current selling prices, provided 
they are in stock, and they seem to be very 
reasonable. They make no pretence of being 
able to supply every stamp priced, but claim 
to be able to supply as big a proportion of 
wants as any other firm. Prices on the ,vhole 
are on the upward trend, but there is no sign 
of the inflation which affected some colonies 
after World War I. 

ll.R.H. Princess Elizabeth-Her Life in 
Stamps. An album published by the 
African Collectors' Exchange, P.O. Box 
5403, Johannesburg. , 

Capt. Oakes is lookiing forward to the day 
when Princess Elizabeth will be on the throne 
and most, if not all, countries in the British 
Commonwealth will feature her portrait. Now 
is the time to start an Elizabethan collection, 
and he has commenced printing an album for 
such a collection. 

The first page for stamps features the 
family tree, from Queen Victoria onwards, 
and by illustrating the actual stamp to be in
serted in the spaces provided it is not neces
sary for the novice to possess a catalogue and 
the illustrations are exact size of the stamps. 
The novice just needs to cover the illustra
tion with tht real stamp. The pages follow
ing contain such relevant data as the perfor
ation sizes, name ·of printer and with what 
process used, first day of issue, etc. The plates 
are now being prepared of Canada,, New
foundland, Australia, South Africa, Southern 
and Northern Rhodesia, Crown Colonies in 
Africa and a special page commemorating the 
R:oyal Wedding. 

The price of the complete album up ~o and 
including the. 20th November, 1947, will not 
exceed £3, and the pages thereafter will be 
supplied to album holders at a reasonable 
price. Every page is printed in four or more 
colours and have been so designed as not to 
clash with the colours :of the stamps them
selves. 

This is claimed to be the first fully illus
trated stamp album produced in South Africa. 

The Re,x Priced Catalogne of the Postage 
Stamps of K.G. Vl, compiled and pub
lished by A. D. Crane at 18 Maple A venue, 
Harrow, England. Price 3/6 net. 

This is the sixth edition of this catalogue, 
now comprising 120 pages with over 400 ~llus
trations and practically 3,000 stamps . listed, 
with almost double that number of prices. 

Prices are not changed much from :the last 
issue, but there are some up and some do:wn. 
The publisher is not a dealer and the prices 
he gives are what he considers should be 
maximum retail prices. 

The catalogue covers its field very well, re
cognising many varieties of all different kinds 
and lots of incidental information is given. 

UUnion Postale. Published monthly by the 
International Bureau of the Universal 
Postal Union, Berne. Subscription, 4/7 
per half-year. 

We have received a copy of this through 
the courtesy of the Publicity Officer of the 
G.P.O. The magazine contains articles on the 
postal services and activities of the various 
countries of the Union (practically the whole 
world). Everything is printed in four lan
guages, French, English, German and Spanish, 
except the list of new issues sent to the 
Bureau, which is in French only. 
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CORONATIONS 

Aden ... . 
Antigua ..... . 
Ascension 
Bahamas . . . . 
Barbados ...•.. 
Basutoland 
Bechuanaland . , 
Bermuda ..... . 
Br. Guiana 
Br. Solomon Is ... 
Br. Somaliland 
Cayman Is .•. 
Ceylon , ... 
Cyprus . • . . 
Dominica 
Falkland Is. . . 
Fiji ... . 
'Gambia ... . 
Gibraltar 
Gilbert and .Ellice 
Gold Coast ... . 
Grenada ..... . 
Great Britain 
Canada .. 
Cook Is. . . 
Morocco .. 
Nauru . . . ... 
Newfoundland (11) 
New Guinea ..•. 

Crown Colonies only .. 

Dominions only . . . . 

The 58 sets complete 

M. 
1/6 
1/1 
1/0 
1/1 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
0/11 
1/1 
1/0 
0/11 
0/10 
1/1 
0/11 
1/8 
1/1 
1/1 
1/0 
0/3 
0/3 
1/3 
0/4 
1/9 

17/6 
2/3 

u. 
,1/8 
1/3 
1/2 
1/3 
1/3 
1/3 
1/2 
1/2 
1/1 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/1 
1/0 
1/3 
1/2 
1/9 
1/3 
1/3 
1/2' 
0/1 
0/2 
1/4 
0/5 
2/4 

21/0 
2/8 

Hong Kong .. 
Jamaica .... 
Kenya 
Leewards .. 
Malta .. 
Mauritius .. 
Montserrat 
Newfoundland (~ho"rt 

_set • of 3) 
N1gena ..... . 
N. Rhodesia . . . . 
Nyasaland . . . . 
St. Helena ... . 
St. Kitts ..... . 
St. Lucia . . . . 
St. Vincent . . . . 
Seychelles .. 
Sierra Leone .. 
Straits Settlements 
Swaziland . . . . 
Trinidad .. 
Turks and Caicos 
Virgin Is. . . . . 
New Zealand .. 
Niue ....... . 
Papua ..... . 
South Africa .. 
S.W. Africa . . . . 
S. Rhodesia . . . . 

Mint 42/0 

Mint 42/0 

Mint 82/6 

M. 
1/1 
1/1 
1/0 
0/11 
1/9 
1/0 
0/11 

1/1 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/0 
1/1 
1/1 
1/0 
1/9 
1/0 
1/0 
1/3 
1/2 
1/3 
6/6 
7/0 
4/9 

u. 
1/4 
1/2 
1/0 
1/1 
2/0 
1/l 
1/1 

1/3 
1/1 
1/3 
1/1 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/2 
1/3 
1/3 
1/1 
2/0 
1/2 
1/2 
1/6 
1/4 
1/9 
6/6 
6/6 
6/0 

Used 45/0 

Used 45/0 

lJsed 85/0 

ODD VALUES, not only of 
Coronations, are always in 
stock and your Want Lists 
are invited. 

Just give the Country, Gib
bons number and say whether 
you want mint or used. 
Customers already known to 
me will have the stamps 
sent ON APPROVAL and 
new customers will be sent 
a pro forma invoice. 

I do not off er damaged 
stamps, doubtful stamps or 
anything you n e e d be 
ashamed. of. Everything I 
send out is fit and ready for 
your collection. 

Postage extra under 5/-. 

Cash with order. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7. HANNIBAL STREET, 

KENSINGTON, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

It was a big step we took in 1938, when we decided to devote all our resources 
to KG VI stamps. We had been dealing in stamps for many years, and had gathered · 
a really fine general stock together, and to clear all, bar issues of the present reign, 
meant some sacrifice, but here we are a decade later more pleased than ever with the 
step we took, for we can now claim, without boasting, that we are ieaders in our field 
. . . and as that field covers the most important group of stamps in the whole phila
telic world, we have every reason to be thankful for seeing the light when we did. 

We have had every chance to get together a superlative stock, and as a glance 
at our price-list shows, whether you are a beginner or a most advanced collector, you 
will find stamps or sets which you need, and at prices you will be delighted to pay, 
and another important point, you as an oversea collector will receive the same service 
as our customers at home. Every copy of our list contains a page of special offers, 
and invariably we reserve a supply of these items for customers abroad. And these 
offers are worth reserving, too . . . just ask a subscriber to o'ur list. We will gladly 
send a copy by air-mail, if you apply by air-letter, and if you are a constant buyer, 
we'll continue to send by air at our expense. 

Now is the time to apply. Scores of stamps, which can be obtained at current 
rates, will be obsolete in a month or two, and don't forget there are more collectors 
of KG VI stamps than there are of any other group, and this means an ever upward 
movement. You can thus spend freely and know that your investment is safe. 

We also run a new issue service for KG VI stamps, and besides new stamps we 
also distribute new shades and perforations for those who want them. An air-letter 
for particulars. 

~be <tontmonbJealtb ~tamp <top., 
7, lLtatbtr lLant, 1!.iberpool 2: qf nglanb. 

27 
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HUNGARY 
The official philatelic .agency reports the 

issue on 29th October of 3 stamps with surtax 
in favour of the Hungarian-Soviet Cultural 
Society. Two feature heads of Lenin and 
Stalin, the third shows the memorial erected 
on the top of St. Gelert. 

On 31st October two stamps, 40f. and 60f., 
in unlimited numbers to encourage saving. The 
former shows a bee-hive (home of the cham
pion savers), the latter, the P.O. Savings 
Bank Buildings. 

On 21st December there was issued a 
30 + 50 f. stamp in connectton with stamp
day. Issue limited to 160,000. The stamp 
shows a mail coach of the 16th century, first 
made at the village of Koes in Hungary, from 
which the name "coach" is derived. 

* SUDAN 
Mr. Harold Gisburn tells the interesting 

story in a recent "Philatelic Magazine" of how 
the camel port stamp same to be designed by 
Capt. Stanton in 1897. In the same issue the 
death of the designer is reported. 

)I. 

BRAZIL 
The latest commemoratives sent by Dr. M. 

de Sanctis are (a) a 1.20 Cr. in rose-pink, 
issued on 12th December on the 50th anniver
sary of Belo Horizonte. Special cancellations 
were in use on the day of issue. 

(b) A triangular 40 cts for Aviation Week 
(November 15th-21st), obligatory on all corre
spondence within Brazil that week. It fea
tures the awakening of Icarus. 

* IMABA-1948-BASEL 
We have received Bulletin No. 2 of IMABA, 

dealing with arrangements for the Inter
national Philatelic Exhibition, to be held at 
Basle, Switzerland, 21st-29th August. Dr. 
A. Kaplan, P.O. Box 132, Germiston, has been 
appointed South African representative and 
any collector thinking of exhibiting or visit
ing should communicate with him. 

* CANADA 
A large upright format 4c stamp was due 

for issue on 15th January with a portrait of 
H.R.H. Princess Elizabeth, but owing t:o de
lays in the preparation, its issue was post
poned to 16th February. 

* CEYLON 
A set of four stamps (6, 10, 15 and 25c) 

was issued on 25th November in honour of the 
new constitution. The stamps show various 
Ceylanese views with portrait of the King in 
a cameo. 
=--------~----- .. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY;S -ST AMPS 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA 
A mail left Cape Town for the island by 

H.M.S.A.S. "Good Hope" on 5th J.anuary, and 
mail was brought back by that frigate to Cape 
Town on 18th January. 

The Tristan postmarks on this mail were 
of the Type VII as described in our magazine 
1946, p. 84. Some of the mail also bore an 
interesting "sticker," whose story we happen 
to know. It was prepared by Mr. A. B. Craw
ford before he left for Tristan a year ago .as 
part of his campaign for obtaining an issue 
of postage stamps for the island. Some day, 
therefore, these stickers may rank as Tri'stan 
Essays, although at nresent the word "Post
age" is carefully omitted from them. These 
stickers were printed in sheets of 35, seven 
vertical rows by five across. Note the "Local 
Value-4 Potatoes"! 

Fuller details of their printing and news as 
to the prospects of stamps for the island have 
not been obtainable from Mr. Crawford be
cause, although he returned to Cape Town on 
the "Good Hope," he left a few days later for 
Marion Island. He went in charge of a party 
of six Tristan islanders who are going to 
Marion Island to assist the party setting up 
the meteorological station there. 

Another mail .announced as l,eaving for 
Tristan on 16th January, was delayed and did 
not leave till 29th January. 

It went on the coaster "Pequena" which 
carries a scientific party which hopes to set 
up a profitable fishing industry for the 
islanders, also to improve their agriculture. 

LONDON BANK PARCELS 
Current issues - including high values, 
air mails, latest issues, etc.-from all 
parts of the world. Common items 
excluded. 5/-, 10/-, £1 and £2 per 

parcel. 
All used Peace Issues in stock at 
moderate prices. Send me your want 

list for bargain quotation. 

K. R. MANNING, 
I, STOCKWELL AVENUE, LONDON, S.W.9 

ENGLAND. 
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Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S.W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: · 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

S.W.A. mint blocks of dues and officials, 
also controls in strips of Union and 
Transvaal and other rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Wanted: S.A. and S.W.A. large and 
small War Stamps, blocks or sheets. 
Cash or exchange. Also 'used stamps · 
in quantity, all African Colonies. 

J. F. Keogh, Box 177, Heilbron. 

Latin America: Collection of 1,625 
mostly used and different stamps 
from 21 countries (Argentine-Vene
zuela). Catalogue value £33, for 
sale at £12/10/-. Write: 

Arend, 415 Proes Street, Pretoria. 

S.W.A. Stamps, after 1930. State 
wants. 

H. Nockler, Box 51, Omaruru. 

To reduce I off er for sale my collections 
of Lagos, S. Nigeria, Transvaal (1878 
onwards), Br. East Africa, Tangan
yika and Uganda (mostly mint) at 
less than half S.G. catalogue prices. 
Inspection invited. Full particulars 
from: 

E. J. Brierley, Morkel Street, Somerset 
West. 

Free Gift: Attractive stamps to begin
ners, enclosing stamps for approvals. 

R. Russell, Dovers Flats, Sea Point, 
Cape. 

Voortrekker wagon covers wanted· 
several to complete collection. ' 

Brown, Box 1826, Johannesburg. 

Why not try my 2d. in the 1/- discount 
approvals? 

Mrs. Hopping, 9 Odemira Court High 
Street, Turffontein, Johannesbu'rg. 

Aden 1937 S.G. 1-11, ~a. to 5R. 
mint, 11 val. . . . . . . . . . . 100/

Aden 1937 S.G. 12, lOR., mint 230/
Aden 1937 S.G. 1-12, complete 

f.u. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 340/-
Aden 1939, b. to 2R., fine used, 

cat. 14/7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 /6 
Br. Somaliland 1938 mint, b. to 

12a., cat. 24/6 . . . . . . . . . . 16/-
Do., 2R. at 22/6; 3R., cat. 40/-, 

at 18/-; 5R., cat. 50/-, at 18/
Br. Somaliland 1938 complete, 

f.u., on cover . . . . . . . . . . . . 240/
Ascension K.G. VI, perf. 13~, 5/-

at 11/-, 10/- at . . . . . . . . . . 24/
Bermuda K.G. VI, obsol. col., 

mint; 2d., 2½d. and 3d. . . . . . . 40/-
Bermuda 2/-, S.G. 116a, obsol., 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8/6 
Ceylon 1947 Constitution, mint 1/2 
Cyprus 1934, K.G. V, complete 11 

value, mint . . . . . . . . . . . . 63/-
Cyprus 1938, 1 p., perf. 13½ x 12½, 

S.G. 154a, f.u. . . . . . . . . . . 6/6 
Egypt 1939, 50p. and £1, S.G. 310 

and 311, f.'u., cat. 35/- . . . . 5/-
Falkland Is., mint, S.G. 31 at 

90/-; S.G. 32 . . . . . . . . . . 50/-
Falkland Is., K.G. VI, obsol. col., 

S.G. 99a, 100, 101 and 103 . . 8/-
Falkland Dependencies, obsol., 32 

val., compl. mint . . . . . . . . 21/-
Mauritius 1935 Jubilee, compl. 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85/-
1\Iauritius 1944, perf. 14 x 15, 4 

val., com pl. mint at 20/-; f.u. 10/6 
Mauritius Centenary, compl. mint 

2/5; f,u. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/10 
Nigeria K.G. VI., obsol. col., ld., 

2d., 3d. and 4d., mint . . . . . . 37 /6 
N yasaland 1938, compl. mint, 14 

val. to £1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85/-
Papua 1938 Air, compl. mint . . 26/6 
Sarawak 1946 Centenary, compl. 

mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25/
Seychelles K.G. VI, obsol. col., 

f .u., 3c. at 3/6; 6c. at . . . . 3/9 
Do., 9c. at 3/9; 12c. at 7 /-; 

20c. at 8/-; 25c. at 30/-; 
lR. at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . HO/-

Tanganyika, Giraffe set to 2/
with colour changes, S.G. 74-
84b and S.G. 89-92, 15 val., 
mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48/6 

Zanzibar, Albusaid, compl., mint 
or fine used.. .. .. .. . . .. 2/9 

Belgium, Queen Astrid and 
Prince Baudouin, compl., used 6/6 

Belgium, Princess Josephine, 
complete, f.u. . . . . . . . . . . 6/6 

Fr. Som:aliland, the complete 
Free French set, 41 val., in
cluding the scarce 10 francs, 
mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 170/
Subject unsold. C.W.O. Want lists 

solicited. 

ATLAS STAMP AGENCY 
P.O. BOX 1647, NAIROBI, KENYA 
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INDIA 
W,e are indebted to Mr. G. S. Prabhu for 

first-day covers with the three Independence 
commemoratives. All have the date of In
dependence day (15th August, 1947) on them, 
although the actual dates of is·sue were: 3b 
on 21st November and Ua and 12a on 15th 
December. Their period of sale will be limited 
as a permanent set is expected early in 1948. 
All bear "Jai Hind" ("India Victorious" or 
"Hail, India") in Hindi; India Postage, the 
value and the date being in English. 

The Ha, for internal use, i·s in olive-green, 
and depicts the capital of the Asoka Pillar 

· with its three lions and the Asoka Wheel. 
The 3b stamp, for international use, shows 

the Indian national flag in colour against a 
blue background. 

The 12a stamp, in blue, shows a 4-engined 
aeroplane against .a white cloud background. 

Mr. Prabhu also sends the following notes 
on stamps of Burma and Pakestan: 

* 
BURMA'S NEW STAMPS 

The new Burma Independence commemora
tive poistage stamps will be issued on J anu
ary 6th. There has naturally been increased 
interest in current "Interim Government" 
overprints. Because of exchange restrictions, 
these stamps are not ~eadily available in 
India,. and stamp, collectors should obtain their 
sets as quickly as possible. 

The Independence commemoratives will be 
of similar design to the 2as Victory issue, a 
chinthe and a map of Burma with a portrait 
of U. Aung San replacing that of King 
George VI in the upper oval. The five de
nominations will be !a green; la maroon, 2as 
red, 3fas blue, and Sas brown. 

* 
SCARCITY OF STAMPS IN PAKISTAN 
Hundreds of letters remain unposted in 

Karachi as there is a paucity of stamps. 
Many people who beseiged post offices had 

to go away disappointed as stamps were not 
available. 

Sir,-Further to the Rhodesian Royal Tour 
cancellations controversy ( your December 
issue) there is one point which has not been 
menti~ned, and that is the registration cachet 
used on the Royal or Pilot train is not exactly 
the same as that used at the G.P.O. 

Although the outlines of the cachet are 
similar in measurement, the R on the Royal 
train or Pilot train cachet is considerably 
thicker-about ~ mm., and it is also 1 mm. 
longer than that used at the G.P.O. This is, 
anyway, my findings with the covers I 
have, viz., the Pilot train cover with blue can
cellations and mark 4 (?) and the G.P.O. 
cancelled cover with purple registration 
mark, and the cancellation (var. 1) in black. 

Major L. E. Creasy, of Salisbury, has re
corded that he has the cancellations in purple, 
blue and black, viz., covers from the Royal 
train, Pilot train and the G.P.O., so he should 
be able to confirm the above or otherwise. 
If he does not find the same as I have, then 
the case for wear in the registration cachet 
used on the Pilot train is strengthened, and 
the differences so far recorded in the regis
tration cachet and also the rounded ends to 
the bar in the coat of arms may be due to this 
cause. Will the Major be good enough to let 
us know.-Yours faithfully, G. N. GILB~RT. 

* 
BRITISH COLONIALS 

Kenya. New printings released by the 
Crown Agents in October, 1947, were: le, 10s. 
and £1. According to "Gibbons' Stamp 
Monthly'' the le is now almost back to the 
origin.al reddish\-brown; it is perf. 13 x 13½ 
with plate numbers 2 (frame) and 6 B (centre) 
and the retouched tablet on stamp No. 86 is 
still present. The 10s. is from centre plate 
7 A and the £1 still from No. I. 

:Mauritius. "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" re
records and figures sever.al minor flaws in the 

. current is·sue (values, 10c, 12c, 25c and lr). 
All occur in the word "Mauritius" and are 
attributable to wear in the duty plates, which 
have been in use for a good many years. 

Northern Rhodesia. "Linn's Weekly Stamp 
News" issues a warning to beware of all 
K.G. V issues; there is a flood of stamps 
around which have been cleaned of fiscal can
cellations in. .a most clever manner. Some are 
being offered as unused without gum, some 
have been regummed. 

Andaman Islands. "India's Stamp Journal" 
notes that the stock of Indian stamps there 
when the islands were occupied by the Jap
anese, were overprinted with various sur
charges in decimals. The values so surcharged 
were 3p, !, 1, H and 6a. This particular lot 
of occupation stamps does not appear to have 
been noted before. 
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BASUTOLAND 
VARIETIES OF "ROYAL VISIT" 

POSTMARKS 
Mr. C. Calitz draws attention to the fact 

that some of the "Royal Visit/Basutoland" 
cancellations used on 11th and 12th of March, 
194 7, have the inner circle of only 18 mm. 
diameter, while others are 19 mm. In all the 
outer circle appears to be 28 mm. 

Examination of a number of specimens of 
this cancellation reveals still further varia
tion. There are two varieties of the marks 
with 18 mm. inner circle: in one the distance 
between the "R" of Royal and the "B" of 
Basutoland is approximately 11 mm. (the same 
as in those with the 19 mm. inner circle), in 
the other the distance is only 8 mm. The let
tering is also slightly different, most notice
ably in the letter "U" which is obviously 
wider in the 11 mm. spaced variety than in 
the 8 mm. spaced one. 

It will be noted, therefore, that there are 
at least three varieties of this cancellation. 
Can any reader add to these ? Examination 
of the "Royal Visit" cancellations of the other 
two Protectorates might also be worth while 
to see if more than one variety of canceller 
was used in them. 

)I. 

GREECE 
There appeared on 20th November a set of 

8 stamps ranging from 20 to 1,000 Dr. in 
honour of the annexation of the Dodecanese 
Islands to Greece. The set features various 
ancient pictures from the islands. Thanks 
to Kirnon Catacalos of 10 Themistocleous 
Street, Athens, for a first-day cover with 
sever.al of the values. 

* GREAT BRITAIN 
An lld. stamp, brown-purple in colour and 

of the same design as the other high pence 
values, appeared on 29th December. 

Forthcoming issues announced are: 
(a) Two commemoratives of their Majes

ties' Silver Wedding, 2½d. and £1, on 26th 
April, and to be on sale for one month only. 

(b) ld. and 2½d. stamps commemorative of 
the liberation of the Channel Islanns, tn be 
on sale from May to September, in the Chan
nel Islands only. 

(c) An Olympic Games set, 2M., 3d., 6d. 
and ls., to be on sale for the month of July 
only. 

Some eruption! 

* SWAZILAND 
The Crown Agents report release of new 

printings on 22nd October, but when they may 
be on sale in the Protectorate is, of course, 
another story. The following denominations 
show changes in shade:-M., slightly lighter; 
ld., somewhat more of a rose tint; Ud., 
rather deeper blue; 3d., a deeper violet blue; 
6d., a colder mauve; 2s. 6d., a deeper shade· 
5s. and 10s., slightly lighter tints. ' 

DOUGLAS 

ROTH B.P.A, 

for 

CLASSIC 

ISSUES 
of all countries 

20 ELM PARK COURT , 
I, 

PINNER, MIDDLESE:J1 

ENGLAND 

Est. 19:rn. 

If you Collect 
British Colonials-

You will profit by the first-hand information brought 
to you unfailingly by 

for 35 years the recognised NiEIWSpaper of the 
Stamp World. 

Numbers of South African Philatelists already benefit 
by its up-to-the-minute News Service and inside Market 

"tips," straight from London's Strand. 

Knowledge is Power ! Can you afford 
not to be ''in the know"? It costs only 
20/- yearly, for 52 numbers, bursting with 
BARGAINS, that will save you Pounds in 

the long-run. 

Don't Delay - Send Your Sub. To-day, to: 

STAMP COLLECTING LTD., 
(Philatelic Publishers) 

27 :Maiden Lane, Strand, 
London, W .C.2. 

(Obtainable in S. Africa through Central 
News, Globe Stamp Co., Capetown; and 

Agents) 

Introductory Copy, free, on request. 
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l SOCIETY NEWS I 
···············-----··········· 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. J. Shepherd, P.O. Box 97, Brakpan; 

Ilon. Secretary, ::\Iiss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O. Box 372, 
llenoni. 

17th December. There were 15 members and one 
Yisitor present at the meeting in the Regent Hotel, 
llenoni. The chairman extended a welcome to :\Ir. 
James, a member from Florida. 

Correspondence: A letter from the B.P.A. con
firming that this Society was accepted as a mem
ber was received. 

The agenda for the forthcoming meeting of Con
gress was read by the chairman and the items set 
out therein were open for discussion, particularl:v 
proposals suggested by the J oha nneslmrg Society as 
Dr. Kaplan was anxious to obtain the feeling of 
the members of the East Rand Society. Changes -
suggested for the Union Catalogue received the full 
support of the members, but a very lively discussion 
followed regarding what constituted a "mint" stamp 
and should a "mint" stamp be considered so, 
gummed or ungummed. 

The exhibit of the evening was presented b;v 
Mr. S. Legator. He showed a portion of his l:nion 
collection, and Dr. Kaplan in proposing a vote of 
thanks on behalf of the members said, that the inem
bers had enjoyed a great treat, and in his opinion 
the collection would one day he world famous. He 
mentioned that Mr. Legator would be exhibiting at 
the International Exhibition in Switzerland and he 
would be very surprised if some very flattering 
conuuents were not forthcoming. 

S.O.J. 

* MARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chairman, C. R. Turner; Hon. Secretary, R. 

Morton, P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg; Meetings, 
2nd l<--.riday in each month at the Women's Club, 211 
Burger Street, 7.45 p.m. 

In spite of a sudden thunderstorm a fair number 
of members gathered for our December meeting to 
view the exhibits of the finalists in our recent com
petition which vrns won by Prof. Hattersley. Cn
fortunately, as the winner was in Cape Town, he 
could not be present. 

Members present were asked to comment on the 
various winning entries, and led by the chairman a 
number of interesting criticisms were made. 

The latest stamp news was discussed and the 
evening ended with our usual auction. 

The January meeting was well attended. The dis
play of the evening was the stamps of Mauritius, 
put on by the chairman and secretary. The former 
showed issues up to the end of the Victorians, and 
the secretary showed issues from the Edwardians to 
date. Both members gave talks on the stamps shown. 
and all members were invited to join in. Dr. Young 
read an interesting account of the Post Office tJ·pes ; 
these, unfortunately, were only represented by photo
graphs. 

After the display our usual auction was held. 
Our vice-chairman, who was also to have exhibited 

his :Mauritius stamps, was unfortunately unable to 
attend through illness. 

n.::.u. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, Dr. A. Kaplan; Ilon. Sec., Mr. J. H. 

Jenkins, P.O. Box 4967; .Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays and 
4th. Mondays, Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

At the meeting held on 13th January, the Pretoria 
Philatelic Society paid an official visit to the Jo
hannesburg Society·. 

l\lr. L. Ducheu, who acted as chairman on account 
of the absence at Congress of the President and Vice
President, welcomed the visitors and handed the 
chair over to Mr. Ferguson, President of the Pre
toria Society. 

)[r. Ferguson wished the Johannesburg Society a 
successful time for 1948, and after referring to the 
coming Jubilee celebrations of the Pretoria Society, 
introduced the exhibitors. 

l\Ir. Fredericks showed a Philatelic Zoo. This was 
a collection of stamps showing animals· arranged in 
alphabetic order, illustrated by a collection of jingles, 
copies of which were handed round to all the spec
ta to1,s. Each letter of the alphabet was represented, 
the letter X having that "X-traordinary animal the 
Duck-billed Platypus" of Australia. The exhibit was 
,vell written up. 

)Ir. Blick showe<1 stamps of the Empire. While 
they ,vere principally George VI issues, th~ Silver 
Jubilees were well represented. The collect10n was 
beautifully mounted and written up, and some rare 
items were included. 

)Ir. Butler showed "::\Iusic." an exhibit including 
composers, stamps illustrating musical events and 
other events in the life of composers. There was a 
musical postmark of Nonvay. The stamps showing 
composers were illustrated with biographical notes 
and the whole exhibit was beautifully written up. 
Some rare items were included in the exhibit. 

Dr. Reisner showed Belgium. The exhibit in-
cluded miniature sheets and sheets-de-luxe. The 
commemoratives, including the Orval sets, and Mer
cier sets were well represented. There were some 
fine used items as well as mint, including examples 
of the early issues. There were numerous "advertise
ment" stamps from booklets. 

Mr. Giovanetti showed classical issues of New 
Zealand as well as a fine collection of South-\Vest 
Africa. The South-\Vest Africa exhibit included 
specimen stamps, inverted overprints and most of 
the errors. Numerous covers were included. 

Dr. Broughton's exhibit was a fine collection of 
Papua. It was almost complete, and included nu
merous known covers as well as stamps of• Queensland 
used in Papua. 

The exhibitors ,vere very cordially thanked by 
various members of the host society. 

* * * l\L\.RIO~ ISLAXD 

I.I. 

Here is the story of the occupation briefly re
capitulated from the point of view of the early 
postal history of the island. 

29-12-47. Cniou flag hoisted on ::\Iarion Island by a 
party from H.::\I.S.A.S. Transvaal and an occupying 
party left ashore. 

4-1-48. :Flag hoisted on Prince Bdward Island, but 
as no permanent cccupation appears to be contem
plated there in the meantime, this island can be 
left out of the story for the present. 

10-1-48. Transvaal replaced by H.l\I.S.A.S. Natal, 
returning to Cape Town. l\Iay have taken mail from 
the occupying party left ashore-the first possible 
mail from the island. 

20-1-48. S.S. Gamtoos arriYed with stores and a 
large party, military and civilian, to set up perma
nent housing for meteorological offices and staff 
quarters. 

28-1-48. II.::\I.S.A.S. Good Hope arriYed with. among 
others, a party of Tristan da Cunha islanders to 
assist in the work of the station. On her arriYal 
the -.Satal left, reaching Cape Town on 2-2-48, land
ing mail from the island. 

The postal authorities have announced that 
postal facilities would be provided for the island, 
but presumably these are not yet completed, for 
some mail arriYed stamped and some unstamped. 
The latter was not surcharged but passed free. 

Some mail (from the l\Iet. staff) had a boxed rub
ber stamp endorsement "::\Iarion Island/South Indian 
Ocean" and all co,·ers seen received the double circle 
"Cape '1.'own Kaapstad/Paqnebot" cancellation. One 
cover, which was endorsed "Posted on hoard S.S. 
Gamtoos while at ::\Iarion Island," has been seen, 
however, with the ordinary Cape Town machine 
cancellation. 

It is understood that the Xatal is leaYing agaln 
for the island about 10th February. 
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I TRAVEL 15,000 MILES A YEAR 
YET#~~ ~,, 

.• ~--;r;;::1 
,-'t.;~1~1J 

. ~~\~t) 
.;:._ ··• •~S----r.<".W < ....•. 1?1} 
Just as I book my hotels well ahead, so I make my 
train bookings well in advance. I use the Railway 
Tourist Bureau and they arrange everything. k-tl . : •• .:.:,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,::::,,::::,!,,,,,,,,, 

: .... 'W' •• JI/I 
Like my hedroom, my compartment is always free 
from bulky luggage. I send all my heavy bags to 
the luggage van. Gives me room to relax. 

,~J'~ 

, 7,··0 :::: ·e 
I 

~ 
I know how the catering staff appreciates my being 
prompt for meais. Means quick, personal attention 
-equal to the service in a well-run hotel. 

. :f~ 

Atrtl 
5heets and pillow cases are clean every trip. 
Blankets, too, have been hygienically treated. A 
<:omforting thought when you travel as often as I do. 

We South Africans are a comfort-loving 

people. In our homes we seek all the comforts 

and services that can be offered. So, too, on 

our trains we can learn to be relaxed, carefree 

and comfortable ... completely at home. 

That is the art of travel ... so easily acquired 

... so much a part of our way of living . 

LEARN THE ART OF ~ Jr haue WITH THE 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 

iii. 
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Buying • 
in London Auctions 

All serious Collectors may take an active part in the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions. Special lightweight editions of all 
London Catalogues are printed for the convenience of distant 
subscribers who desire to receive their catalogues by Airmail. 
The excellent Air Mail Service between Great Britain and South 
Africa ensures that Catalogues of Sale arrive in ample time for 

Collectors to compete in the London Auctions. 
The Twelve Months, subscription rate is 20s. including Lists 
of Prices Realised plus actual postages which are debited to 
the recipient's account. To avoid frequent remittances of 
small sums, clients should add £2 to the subscription for 
postages. When this has been exhausted, advice will be given. 

Catalogues carried by Surface Mail are sent post free. 

FEBRUARY 16th and 17th. 
A GENERAL SALE particularly strong in U.S.A. and NETHERLANDS, and including a specialised 

Collection of SARAWAK, with many scarce blocks. 

FEBRUARY 23rd and 24th. 
A BRITISH EMPIRE and EGYPT SALE, with speciali.~ed GREAT BRITAIN and EGYPT. Also 

many fine and interesting properties of NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Catalogues 6d. each, and List of Prices Realised Is., Post Free. 

A re you conteniplating selling your Collection ? 
The H. R. HARMER Ltd.Auctions are the World's best medium 
for the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Ltd. Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Corn mission 
Terms and Insurance arrangements are given in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price Is., post paid. 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.I. 

Cables: "PHISTAMSEL ",LONDON: 

in association with H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
32-34, EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

Cables:•• HARMERSALE," NEW YORK 

¼ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole \Vholesale Distributors: Central News 
~ .Agency Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

Johannesburg. 
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II 
THE PREMIER MARKET FOR 

CLASSIC STAMPS i 

.. 

i BRITISH · EMPIRE CATAL- ! 
Postal History 

i OGUE & ENCYCLOPAEDIA I Essays, Proofs and Specimens, i 

! (In Five Volumes) I 

I 
I 

Cancellations and Covers ! 

I 
Vol. I: Great Britain and the I 

British Empire in Europe. I and I 
I 

I Is now availz.ble. 

I Price 21/- post free. 

I 
Specialised Collections 

I 

IS 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
London • Bournemouth • Philadelphia _ 

HEAD OFFICE : 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON 

l Cables: "Stamps, London." 

S.W.I. 

Phone: Abbey 4034 1 
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Blum, Nichols& Co. 
(PTY.) LTD. 

British Colonial Specialists 

Many collectors who have recently 
been to the Cape for business or holi
day reasons have taken the opportunity 
of coming to see us and our stock. 
\Vithout exception they expressed sur
prise that we carried such a large stock 
and could also produce many rarities, 
both colonial and foreign. 

We do not ask you to believe this 
without any other proof, but we would 
like you to write and request we send 
you our regular price-iists, it costs you 
nothing but the effort of writing a 
p.ostcard. At the same time you may 
care to ask for quotations-you will be 
pleasantly surprised. 

Visitors: Room 1005, Tenth floor, 
Dumbarton House, 
Cr. Adderley & Church Sts., 
CAPE TOWN 

Correspondence: P.O. Box 3662, 
CAPE TOWN. 
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UNION NOTES. 
RECENT PRINTINGS 

Herewith information received from the 
Postal Authorities anent the quantities of 
stamps, etc., received from the Government 
Printer during the period 15-9-47 to 31-1-48. 
For previous records see our November, 1947, 
issue, p. 161. 

(a) Pictorial Postage Stamps. 
½d.-Job 11662 contd. 66,500 sl:eets (x 

240) delivered subsequent to 30-9-47 from 
new cylinders 6916 Int. and 29 Ext. 72,000 
delivered subsequent to 20-10-47 from cylin.: 
ders 6912 Int. and 6933 Ext. 87,000 deli.; 
vered subsequent to 22-12-47 from cylinders 
48 Int. and 6933 Ext. 

ld.-Job 2201. 59,000 sheets (x 240) de
livered subsequent to 9-12-47 on an order for 
600,000. New cylinders 60 Int. and 2 Ext. 

Hd.-Job 13161 cont. A total delivery 
of 541,600 sheets (x 240) from old cylinders 
31 Int. and 6924 Ext. delivered up to 10-11-47. 
A further 172,995 sheets delivered between 
13-11-47 and 15-1-48 from new cylinders 5 
Int. and 33 Ext. -

3d.-Job 2062. 60,000 sheets (x 120) de: 
livered subsequent to 9-1-48 on an order for 
100,000. Old cylinders 55 Int. and 30 Ext~ 

4.-Job 2973. 70,500 sheets (x 120) de
, livered subsequent to 6-11-47 on an order for 

100,000. Old cylinder 19. 
6d.-Job 8220. 7,000 sheets (x 240) de

livered subsequent to 27-1-48 on an order for 
100,000. Old cylinders 9 Int. and 6935 Ext. 

ls.-Job 607. 42,960 sheet (x 120) de
livered between 2-12-4 7 and 13-1-48. Old 
cylinders 6925 Int. and 38 Ext. 

(b) Roll Stamps. 
M.-Job 791 contd. Deliveries up to 

5-11-47 were 1,044 rolls x 1,012 and 2,675 
rolls x 506 from cylinders 39 Int. and 54 Ext. 

ld.-Job 9979 contd. Total delivery,_ 431 
rolls x 1,012 and 7,833 rolls x 506 from cy
linder 16 as before. 

(c) Air Letter Cards. 
6d.-Job 766 contd. Total delivery of 

1,657,800 completed 20-11-47. Old cylinder 73. 
~d.-Job 9136, order for 1,500,000. 235,714 

delivered between 22-12-47 and 27-1-48 from 
new cylinder 81 (with 2 stamps at 3d.). A 
further 46,800 delivered on 29-1-48 from new 
cylinder 70 (with 1 stamp at 6d., new design). 

( d) Inland Pictorial Postcards. 
ld.-Job 2743 contd. Printings to date 

from cylinders 87 for stamps and 86 for pic
tures, 1,785,600 sheets x :2. 

(Note particularly: New cylinders and com
binations for ½d. pictorial, new cylinders for 
ld. and 1 ½ d. pictorials and two new types 
of Air Letter Cards.-Ed.) 

Latest l½d. Printing.-Mr. Alex. A. Kerr 
notes that the point of the east marginal 
arrow is in the 2nd perforation hole of the 
margin, whereas in the previous printing it 
was slightly on the stamp, also that stamp 
19 of row 9 has a flaw in the shape of a 
break on the right side of the first 1 of 1 ½ d. 

Machine Cancellation Error.-Mr. C. F. 
Calitz forwards a cover with a George 
machine cancellation; one placedate circle has 
the date 3-1-48-8.30, the other has no date 
at all. Perhaps the postal clerk was not 
well over his New Year celebrations! 

A ld. Flaw.- Mr. Calitz also submits a 
current ld., last stamp but one in 10th row, 
with a very prominent flaw in the shape of 
a straight white line right down the centre 
of the ship. Something m'ust have got on to 
the centre plate in the process of printing 
and very likely it is not a recurrent flaw. 

Another New Air Letter Sheet.-As will 
be noted above the air letter sheet in blue
with two 3d. stamps has been very short
lived-less than two months. It has been 
replaced by a similar form (with some 
charges in position of the two languages in
scriptions), but with only one stamp, a 6d. 
one of new design f ea tu ring the globe. , The 
poor closing arrangement still persists. 
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Marion Island. 
''Linn's vVeekly Stamp News," in ref erring 

to the occupation by South Africa, has the 
heading "Oh, Oh! Looks like more Cro,vn 
Colonies." Well, the island may or may not 
be going to have its own stamps, but if it 
does they will certainly not come into the 
category of what are commonly known as 
'"'Crown Colonies". But how attempt to ex
plain the constitution of the British Common
wealth especially seeing it hasn't got one! 

Roll Stamps in Sheet Fo1"m 
A correspondent enquires whether the 

blocks of 4 of the ½d. and ld. roll stamps 
shown in the Government exhibit at East 
London were the bicoloured or the mono
coloured stamps. They were both denomina
tions of both varieties. Of these only the 
ld. bicoloured was ever purchaseable in sheet 
form from which a block of 4 could be ob
tained. 

* * * 
RARE TRANSVAAL ST AMPS 

As reported under "Society News", Mr. ,J. 
\V. Schofield gave an exhibit of Transvaal 
stamps before the Philatelic Society of Jo
hannesburg. Here follows a list of the most 
outstanding items shown; it will be noted 
that there are quite a few of unpriced or 
non-catalogued stamps. They are ref erred 
to by Gibbons' numbers. 

A. Pre-stamp cover to Cape Town, post
mark Potchef stroom, and has the Bloemfon
tein "BET AALD" postmark. Such covers 
are scarcer than Cape pre-stamp covers. 

No. 9. A single and bisect on piece used
not priced. 

No. 15a. Tete-beche pair used. Not priced. 
No. 98b. Mint. ,vide-spaced over-print. 

Catalogued £50. 
No. 29. Vertical mint strip of three, one 

without stop on "R". Latter not catalogued, 
but recorded by both Yardley and Curle. 

No. 104c. Mint. Wide-spaced over-print. 
Catalogued used £40. 

No. 104. Bisected on piece. 
No. 113c. Mint pair, both without stop after 

"R". Not catalogued, but again recorded by 
Yardley and Curle. 

No. 120. Mint pane of forty, including tete
beche pair and another stamp variety no stop 
after "R". Latter not catalogued, but re
corded by Yardley and Curle. 

No. 119d. Unused strip of three including 
error. Not priced unused, but catalogued 
£60 used. 

No. 119. Bisect on piece. 
No. 132. Vertical pair, including uncata

logued variety no stop after "V" - Yardley 
and Curle. 

No. 132. Bisect on piece. 
No. 146. Full cover with this item. Not 

particularly rare, except on cover. 
No. 151. Wide Roulette. Not priced. 
No. 154. Catalogued £30. Queen's Heads, 

including 1879 Surcharges. Complete (in 
Mint and Used separately) including mint 
blocks and a strip of three of No. 162 Used. 
A number of covers of these Queen's Heads. 

No. 27 4a. Anchor Watermark. Three 
singles and horizontal pair. All superb and 
lightly postmarked. 

Hitler and History 
Complete World War II Collections, superb 
unused, unmounted, all issued between 3rd Sep
tember, 1939, and May 8th, 1945, offered for· 
limited time only at prices averaging 40 % off 
Gibbons 1947 Catalogue prices. Sterling "lock-up" 

investments-many already very scarce! 
Complete collection Germany (cat. £24) at £13 
15/-; France (cat. £24.), at £15/15/-, or without 
scarce Algerian-issued National Liberation, 1943, 
issues, at £13/10/-; Poland (cat. £18), at £10 
15/-; Belgium (cat. £22), at £14/10/-; also Hol-
land at £4/17 /6 and Luxemburg at £5/15/-. 

Special total reduction, all 6 complete collections 
(cat. over £100), at only £60. Terms: Subject 

unsold. Cash With Order. Post Free. 

I NVESTAMPS (South Africa) 
C/o. Dynevor Estates, Fish Hoek, Cape Peninsula 

(!JnlHHIHCftUlltllllllllllllllllllllllllfllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll1 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111113 

Fine British ~olonials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Mcdern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
~IIHHHHCctUCffl4IUUlltffllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlr.1 
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THE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

(W. H. "·inde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to l\Iessrs. Ward & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

Union Victory, fine used, on covers, 37/6 
for _25. New Zealand Health, 1945, 
blocks four fine used, 3/-. Barbados Pro-

visional ld. on 2d. perf. (14), 4/6. 

Standard Size Loose Leaves, outstanding 
quality, 9l x 11, 12/6 for 100. 

Interleaving, 7¼ x 9~, 2/6 for 100 

Interleaving for Standard Size Loose 
Leaves, 9~ x 10l, 5/- for 100. 

Please Add Postage 

DOUGLAS 

ROTH B.P.A, 

/or 
CLASSIC 

ISSUES 
of all countries 

20 ELM PARK COURT 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 

stamps always available. Want lists 

receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are ,villingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

If you Collect 
British Colonials-

You will profit by the first-hand information brought 
to you unfailingly by 

for 35 years the recognised NEWSpaper of the 
Stamp World. 

Numbers of South African Philatelists already benefit 
by its up-to-the-minute News Service and inside Market 

"tips," straight from London's Strand. 
Knowledge is Power ! Can you afford 
not to be "in the know"? It costs only 
20/- yearly, for 52 numbers, bursting with 
BARGAINS, that will save you Pounds in 

the long-run. 
Don't Delay - Send Your Sub, To-day, to: 

STAl\IP COLLECTI~G LTD., 
(Philatelic Publishers) 

27 Maiden Lane, Strand, 
London, W .C.2. 

(Obtainable in S. Africa through Central 
News, Globe Stamp Co., Capetown, and 

Agents) 

Introductory Copy, free, on request. 
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NETHERLANDS 
On the 1st December, 1947, the usual Child 

Welfare set was issued. It differs from the 
previous series in that two designs have been 
employed for the five values, whereas former 
sets have consisted of one design only. The 
2ct. ( +2ct.) and the 20ct. ( +5ct.) depict a 
group of three children and the other three 
values, the 4ct. ( +2ct.), 7kt. ( +2kt.), lOct. 
( +5ct.), a close-up of a baby; the stamps are 
printed on unwatermarked paper, perforated 
12:i x 14, by the photogravure process. 

"Mijn Stokpaardje" of December last year 
prints a report of an interview had with the 
designer of the stamps, Eva Besnuo (in 
private life Mrs. Brusse), who stated that she 
was as surprised as anyone would be when 
she was approached by the postal authorities 
in the matter of the designs. It appears that 
both Mr. and Mrs. Brusse are professional 
photographers, Mr. Brusse being interested in 
the reproduction in print of finished photo
graphs, and their work must have attracted 
attention for the authorities to have singled 
them out in this way. A series of photo
graphs of children were taken in the Vondel 
Park, Amsterdam, from which the present 
designs were chosen. 

In the October number of the magazine re
f erred to, results of a referendum held by it 
to determine the wishes of readers with re
gard to stamps and their designs were given. 
For child welfare stamps 80 per cent. of the 
votes were cast for sets depicting more than 
one design and for designs differing from 
the usual type. In so far as the Summe 
Charities were· concerned opinion was unani
mous that the set should be retained but the 
matter of suitable subjects gave rise to a 
variety of suggestions. About half wished 
to see a continuation of the present practice 
of showing famous men, the other half desir
ing a departure, s·uggesting flowers in natural 
C?lour and a variety of other subjects. Prac
tically everybody plumped for a special air
mail set. 

The results of the referendum were com
municated to the proper authorities with, it 
would seem, almost miraculous results judg
ing by the present child welfare set. Per
haps it was intelligent anticipation on the part 
of the postal people, for the referendum was 
held at approximately the same time as the 
designs were called for. 

During 1948 the Netherlands will issue a 
set of stamps to commemorate the 50th year 
of Queen Wilhelmina's reign and the present 
stamps for the International Court of Justice 
are to be withdrawn to allow of a new set 
which will incorporate appropriate wording in 
the design being introduced. All the values 
up to 40cts. in the new Hartz design have 
now appeared, but whether the higher values 
will be replaced does not at present seem 
clear. 

Special postmarks have been in frequent 
use lately, the most interesting ones being 
those for use with the first delivery of postal 
matter by helicopter and one used on board 

a "contact" boat belonging to the society for 
the promotion of interest in the mercantile 
marine and the navy. The society seems to 
be an officially sponsored body-at any rate, 
it had a postal agency on board and letters 
despatched from it bore a date-stamp con
sisting of two concentric circles between 
which the words "Postagent van der Steng" 
(upper two-thirds) and "Onze Marine" (lower 
third) appeared. In the centre, between two 
horizontal bars, the date is given, while in 
the segment below the date there appears a 
numeral. The significance of the numeral is 
not known. The name "van der Steng," used 
for the agency and the name of the boat is 
that of an imaginary person whose career is 
discussed in the literature of the society, 
much as we use "John Smith" in dealing 
with the details of a hypothetical instance 
involving the man in the street. 

Just after writing the above notes a letter 
from Holland on which a new 50ct. stamp 
had been affixed, arrived. The design is the 
!everse of t_he lower values, the head being 
m colour with the background of the orna
mentation and inscriptions in white, and the 
background of the head forming a solid rect
angle-in this instance, the colour is a grey 
brown. 

-J.W.S. 

(Concluded from page 48- · 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
. Pres_ident. J. V. Jensen; Hon. Secretary, '\Y. J. 

G1llesp1e, P.O. Box 673 . .Aleetings, 2nd I,'ridays, above 
Colosseum Theatre •.rea Room, at 7.45 p.m. 

December. ::\Iuch discussion about Exhibition plans. 
!t was reported that a 8ociety was to be forrned 
1n Queenstown, and we hope Queenstown, Grahams
town and ourselves will be able to form a triangular 
exchange. Three displays were given. 

l\Ir. Thornton's "Selection of Classics" was a real 
pleasure to see and many items, heard of but seldom 
s~n. were. displayed ; the only regret was that the 
pages and items ,vere not written up, if only for the 
uenefit of the modern collectors who would more 
appreciate this fine collection. 

l\Ir. J. Hoal's "Southern Rhodesia" in fine mint 
was a. pleasure for the modern collector .. With the 
exception of a few perf. varieties this collection 
was complete in all varieties of imperf. between in 
vertical, horizontal pairs, strips and blocks and gave 
a fine example to those collecting these modern 
classics as S. Rhodesia is well termed. 

~Ir. Hillman gave us a preview of his U.S.A. 
exhibition sheets and only whetted the desire to see 
more of his novel style of set up. A fine photo of 
eHch Presiclfmt was mounted with the stamps 
showi'ng them. 

January. :\Ieeting held on the opening night of the 
Centenary celebrations. Many visitors present. It 
was reported that the President was leaving soon 
for a business trip overseas and best wishes were 
given him. Exhibits for the evening were: 

l\Irs. Hasenjager, who gave us a pleasant surprise 
with a fine display of Unions, mint and used. 

~Ir. Paviour displayed his New Zealand collection, 
anrl a very fine show it mac1e. \Yorthy of f;pecia1 
mention was the Silver Jubilee in aniline, a printing 
rarely seen. 

)Ir. E. Stanjer gave us another of his surprises 
by showing sheets of 13's, all stamps being 13 either 
in value, surcharge, plate number, cylinder number, 
or postmark and representative of die whole world. 
\Yhat an incentive to those with lucky or unlucky 
numbers! 

W.J.G. 
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~e babe onlp one aim . . . . . . 
We have only one aim, when these advertisements are prepared, and that is to 

get you, by hook or crook, to send for a copy of our price-list of KG VI stamps. 
We know that sending a letter several thousands of miles looks at some people, 

but as very many oversea collectors can testify, it really is worth the trouble, for if 
you are a keen collector of the group of stamps we handle (KG VI issues) the list 
we will send you, in return for the few minutes work of getting off your letter, is 
ample repayment. 

Sea mails are so slow, and co confident are we that you will find stamps in our 
list that you ,vill want to buy, that if you will apply by air-letter we. will send also 

· by air. That's fair you know, for postage alone will cost us 1/3d. every time we send 
you a copy, and if you continue to find something of interest, we will continue to send 
out lists by air-mail. In this way (such is the speed of air posts to-day) you can 
buy, your favourite issues, on exactly equal terms as collectors in the old country, 
and you can take our word for it these terms are about the best there are. They have 
to be, in our higply competitive market. 

We have mentioned repeatedly, in this magazine, that we only deal in KG VI 
stamps, and besides owning what we believe to be the most comprehensive stock in 
the hands of one single firm, our prices are based, so that our turnover is in relation 
to that stock, and the result must please, for in spite of moans about bad trade in 
certain quarters, we are increasing our sales all the time. Just one other point, which 
our customers overseas can confirm. We make special offers every month (they really 
are special and not fakes to clear dud stocks) and we always see to it, that customers 
abroad, who apply promptly, get entirely the same chance to buy, as customers living 
in our own city. 

Now just send that air-card. You are on the hook if you do, for you will simply 
not be able to resist our offers. 

~be <!Commonltlealtb &tamp <!Cop., 
7, Jleatbtr Jlane, I.ibtrpool 2: qEnglanb. 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids acceptec! 

EVERY 
MONDAY 
12.45-2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M. THOMPSON JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

37 
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Multiple Comb Perforations of fhe Roto3ravure 

Issues of fhe Union of South Africa 
By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 
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All rotary photogravure- or rotogravure
produced postage . stamps and pos~age due 
labels of the Umon of South Africa were 
printed on paper in the web watermarked 
"springbok head" multiple, and ~ere per
forated also in the web by multiple comb 
devices appended to the printing machine. 
These perforating devices are known also 
as "harrow perf orators". 

Hitherto four types of multiple ~omb 1e
vices have been utilised in connection with 
the Union postage stamps and postage _due 
labels of various format; they are classified 
hereunder in accordance with gauge, quan
tity and comb arrangement of their needles:--
TyJ)e "A". 

(a) For iss:ue sheets . of 132-set ( 22 x 6) 
stamp spaces · mcorporatmg 120-set (20 x 6) 
stamp designs. Designs in large transverse 
format: K.G.V. Silver Jubilees ½d., ld., 3d. 
and 6d~; Voortrekker Centenary 1 ½d. plus 
1 ½d. and 3d. plus 3d.; Voortrekker Com
memoration ld. and 1 ½d.; Hugue!1ot Com
memoration 1 ½ d. pl us 1 ½ d. ; Na tio~a~ De
fence (large) 3d. and ls.; Royal Visit 2d. 
and 3d. 

(b) For issue sheets of 132-set (22 x 6) 
stamp spaces incorporating 360-set (20 x 18) 
stamp designs or 396-set. (22 _x 18) stam? 
plus slogan designs. Designs m small per
pendicular and small transverse format: 
National Defence (bantams) ½d., ld., 3d. 
and 4d.; Postage Dues (bantams) ld., 2d. 
and 3d. 

(c) Perforations gauged by Gibbons as 14¾ 
X 14 1/4. 

(d) Perforators comprised of 11 horizontal 
rows of combs; each row comprised of 6 co~bs 
with 7 lateral spurs; each comb comprised 
of 17 x 29 x 17 needles, with apex needles 
counted in the figures 17. Each sheet re
ceived 3,245 penetrations per descent or 6,490 
in all. 

Type "B". 
(a) For issue sheets of 132-set (22 x 6) 

stamp spaces incorl?orat~ng 12~-set (20 x 6) 
stamp designs. Designs 1!1 medrnm transverse 
and in medium perpendicular format: K.G. 
VI Coronations ½ d., ld., l ½ d., 3d. and ls.; 
Voortrekker Monument ½ d. plus ½ d. ld. plus 
½ d., 2d. plus ld., and 3d. plus 1 ½ d.; Voor
trekker Centenary ½d. plus ½d., and ld. plus 

ld.; Huguenot Commemoration ½d. plus %d., 
and ld. plus ld.; National Defence (medium) 
2d., 4d. and 6d.; Victory and Peace ld., 2d. 
and 3d.; Unhyphenated and Hyphenated Pic
torials 1 ½ d. ( Gold Mine) , 2d. (Union Build
ings), 3d. (Groote Schuur), 4d. (Native 
Kraal), ls. (Gnus Rampant), 2s. 6d. (Ox
wagon crossing drift), 5s. ( Ox-waggon out
spanned), and 10s. (Groot Constantia). 

(b) For issue sheets of 132-set (22 x 6) 
stamp spaces incorporating 240-set (20 x 12) 
stamp designs or 264-set (22 x 12) stamp 
plus slogan designs. Designs in small per
pendicular and in small transverse format: 
National Defence (bantams) l ½ d., 2d., 6d. 
and ls. 

( c) Perforations gauged by Gibbons as 14. 

(d) Perforators comprised of 11 horizontal 
rows of combs; each row comprised of 6 
combs with 7 lateral spurs; each comb com
prised of 17 x 20 x 17 needles, with apex 
needles counted in the figures 17. Each sheet 
received 2,651 penetrations per descent or 
5,302 in all. 

Type "C". 
(a) For issue sheets of 264-set (22 x 12) 

stamp spaces, incorporating: · 

(1) 264-s_et (22 x 12) stamp designs per 
sheet before severance into vertical 
strip arrangement for rolls. (This: 
category relates to such sheets as issued 
over the counter.) ½d. and ld., un
hyphenated and hyphenated pictorials .. 

(2) 240-set (20 x 12) stamp designs per 
sheet. (Ordinary Sheets.) ½ d., ld~ 
and 6d. unhyphenated and hyphenated 
pictorials in conventional perpendicular· 
format. 1 ½ d. (Gold Mine) in ·conven
tional transverse format. ½d., ld. and 
Hd. National Defence in conventional 
perpendicular format and ld. Royal 
Visit in similar format. ½d., ld., 2d., 
3d. and 6d. postage dues (printed n1 
240-set sheets but issued in 60-set 
panes) in conventional perpendicular· 
format. 

(3) 180-set (20 x 9) stamp designs per· 
sheet before severance into 6-set ( 2 x 
3) booklet panes. Sheets prepared iru 
tete-beche form (2s. 6d. booklets). ½ d~ 
and ld. unhyphenated pictorials. 
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( 4) 180-set ( 20 x 9) stamp designs per 
sheet before severance into 6-set (2 x 
3) booklet panes with left-hand bind
ing margins only (2s. 6d. booklets). 
½d. and ld. hyphenated pictorials. 

(5) 160-set (20 x 8) stamp designs per 
sheet before severance into 2-set ( 1 x 

2) booklet panes for binding into minia
ture 3d. and 6d. booklets, known as 
"Razor Blades" ½ d. and ld. 

(6) 126-set (14 x 9) stamp designs per 
sheet before severance into 6-set (2 x 
3) booklet panes with blank surround
ing margins ( 2s. 6d. booklets) . ½ d. 
and ld. hyphenated pictorials. 

(7) 126-set (14 x 9) stamp designs per 
sheet before severance into 6-set ( 2 x 
3) booklet panes with contiguous top 
and bottom advertisements in minature. 
(a) In 2s. 6d. booklets-½d. and ld. 

hyphenated pictorials with contigu
ous advertisements. 

(b) In 6-set panes-½d. and ld. hy•• 
phenated pictorials with contiguous 
advertisements and overprinted 
JIPEX anent each stamp. 

(b) Perforations gauged by Gibbons a8 
143/4, X 14 1/4. 

( c) Perforators comprised of 11 horizontal 
rows of combs; each row comprised of 12 
combs with 13 lateral spurs; each comb com
prised of 17 x H x 17 needles, with apex 
needles counted in the figures 17. Each sheet 
received 4,301 penetrations per descent or 
8,602 in all. 
Type "D". 

(a) For sheets printed in continous form 
for eventual vertical severance and winding 
into rolls. A quantity of sheets were sold 
over the counter 240-set, in two panels of 120 
units each. Thus, for issue sheets 240-set 
(20 x 6) (20 x 6) stamp designs with central 
gutter between vertical rows 6 and 7. De
signs in perpendicular conventional format. 
½d. and ld. hyphenated pictorials. 

(b) Perforations gauged by Gibbons as 
133/4, X 14¾. 

(c) Perforators comprised of 11 horizontal 
rows of combs; each row comprised of 13 
combs with 14 lateral spurs, of which 12 
combs are of slightly larger than stamp width 
and 1 comb of narrower width for the central 
vertical gutter. Each comb comprised of 17 
~ 14 x 17 needles, with apex needles counted 
in the figures 17. Each 240-set issue sheet 
received 4,554 penetrations per descent. 

An extra needle for single lateral marginal 
perforations opposite the termini of the hori
zontal perforation gutters on both lateral mar
ginals is appended to the left and to the right 
respectively of the extreme spurs of both 
outer combs of each horizontal row of the 
perforators Types A, B and C; but in the 
case of Type D two extra needles are 

appended to the left of the extreme left spur 
and one extra needle to the right of the ex
treme right spur of each horizontal row of 
combs. 

TWO DESCENTS OF THE NEEDLES PER 
SHEET 

A harrow perforator or multiple comb de
vice perforates eleven horizontal rows of 
stamp spaces at a single descent of all its
constituent needles; two successive descents,. 
therefore, perforate two and twenty hori-
zontal rows of stamp spaces the requisite· 
number for an issue sheet guillotined from the: 
web. 

The following diagram represents an issue 
sheet comprised of 132 (22 x 6) perforated 
stamp spaces incorporating 120 (20 x f-1) 
stamp designs denoted by the letters "A" and 
"E" in respect of the alternate positions of 
the Afrikaans and English inscribed designs 
throughout the sheet. 

A) 

B) 

C) 
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A= Second descent. 
B=J uncture. 
-C=First descent. 
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JUNCTURES ANENT FIRST AND 
SECOND DESCENTS 

In very few sheets of stamps and postage 
due labels are the junctures of the perforation 
holes made by the foremost needles of the 
eleventh and the apex needles of the first rows 
of combs normal. On the contrary in very 
many sheets the penetrations of the apex 
needles of the first row of combs of the 
first descent either coincide with the penetra
tions of the foremost needles (No. 17 of each 
spur) of the eleventh 1·ow of combs of the 
second descent or impinge more or less upon 
them. Thus the junctures of the latter cate
gory originate one horizontal row of stamps 
or labels per sheet of smaller size (but not 
of smaller design) than that of each of their 
confreres of the remaining nineteen horizon
tal rows per sheet. 

The following sketches are representations 
of the Normal Size and of the Smaller Size 
stamps as perforated by a Type B Multiple 
Comb Perforator. 
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(A) No'rrnaz Size Stamp-17 x 20 x 17 /20 
Fig. 1 rep'resent<1 a stamp encompassed by 

17 x 20 x 17 perf. holes penetrated by tht 
needles of a comb (17 x 20 x 17) of an 
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eleventh row of combs from a second descent 
20 perf. holes by the needles of a comb of a 
first row of combs from a first descent. 

(B) Smaller Size Stamp-16 x 20 x 16/20 
Fig. 2 represents a stamp encompassed by 

16 x 20 x 16 perf. holes penetrated by the 
needles of a comb (17 x 20 x 17) of an 
eleventh row of combs from a second descent 
and 20 perf. holes by the needles of a comb 
(17 x 20 x 17) of a first row of combs from 
a first descent of the perforator. In this 
instance the 17th holes ( i.e. of both spurs) 
coincides with those penetrated by the apex 
needles anent the first descent and for the 
purpose of illustration are shown in the 
sketch by large dots. 

USED G.B. and COLONIALS 
Scarce Sets and High Values 

Antigua, 1932 Tercentenary issue, 
complete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £23/10 

Ascenslon, 1934, ½d. to 5/-, complete £3/10 
Barbados, 1904-5, 2/6 violet & green £2 

1906 Nelson Centenary, complete set 
of 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3/15 

1918, 3/- green and violet, very fine £2/10 
Basutoland, 1933, ½d. to 10/- complete £6/10 
Br. Guiana, 1934-4-:1:, le. to $1, com-

plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7 /10 
Canada, 1897 Jubilee, $2, $3, $4 and 

$5, good condition but heavy post-
marks . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . £27 /10 

Cayman Is., 1935, ½d. to 10/- com-
plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10/10 

Dominica, 1923-33, ½d . to £1, 21 
stamps, complete with colour 
changes. All lightly cancelled . . £15. 

G.B., 1867-83, 5/-, pl. I, wmk. Maltese 
(;ross. centred to top . . . . . . £1/Hi 

Do.. £1, do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14 
Do., 5/-, blued paper, wmk. Anchor, 

well centred and nicely cancelled £~/10 
Do., £5, white paper, wmk. Anchor, 

good appearance, but has silght 
imperfection • . • . • . . . . . . . £12 

1884, £1, wmk. Crowns, fine spec1-
n1en . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10 

Do., wmk. Orbs., rather heavy pmk., 
cat. £2fi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £16/10 

1902-10, £1, K.E., superb. Datea 
19th .Tuly, 1911 . . . . . . . . . . £4/5 

1913, £1, K.G., parcel post cancel-
lation . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . £7 

Hong Kong, 1903, $10, K.:K, wmk 
Grown C.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . £3/10 

Kenya, 1906-7, 10r., wmk. l\Iult. C.A. £7 /15 
New Guinea, 1931 Air set, ½d. to £1 

co1nplete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7 
1935 Air, £2 and £5 . . . . . . . . . . £19 

Nigeria, 1936, ½d. to £1 complete . . £10 
Sudan, 1935 General Gordon Com-

mem., complete . . . . . . . . . . . . £14/10 
Swaziland, 1933, ½d. to 10/- complete £5/10 

DAVID FIELD ~LTD . 
Stamp Dealers since 1884 . 

7 Vigo Street, LONDON, W.I. 

EXCHANGES WANTED 
M. Gilbert Menil, Service Radio, S.P. 50807 

B.P.M. 515 (Z.F.O.), wishes to exchange mint 
sets of the French-occupied German Provinces 
for sets of recently-issued stamps of Southern 
Africa. Basis, face value for face value at 
prevailing rate of exchange. 

•· J . . ' ' . 
' J 

Mr. Jack Joslin, of 1126 S.E. Sell wood Blod., 
• 

17 ' Portland 2, Oregon, U.S.A., wishes to trade 
2 any stamps on a value for value basis, pre-
3 f erably British Colonies for Americans, mint 
'1 or used. 
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Canada, 
Newfoundland 

Our stock of these two popular countries _ ~ -
is unique. 1 
--0--

WANT LISTS FILLED 
SELECTIONS ON APPROVAL 

19th or 20 century 
--o--

We shall be glad to hear from collectors 
specialising in the above, as we have a 
fine lot of material to off er-MINT and 

USED, blocks of 4, varieties, etc;, etc. 

N .B.-As we are always wishing to 
replenish stock, we are also keen buyers 
of good collections and unusual single 
items at best prices for prompt cash, 

, SO CONSULT US IF YOU WISH TO 
SELL. 

GEO. C. GINN & CO. 
(Stamp Dealers for 66 years) 
115, Moorgate, London, E.C.2. 

I 

"111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111'-

• 
We carry large stocks of Foreigns 

and British Colonials. Want lists 

receive our careful attention. Let 

- us know your requirements and 

we will do our best to help you. 

Approval books sent to interested 

parties. Write or call for our free 

price-list. 

• 
330, Grand National Buildings, 

Rissik Street, 
Johannesburg - South Africa 

E'111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

GREAT BRITAIN 

I Roval 
e,; 

1-

Silver Wedding 
2½d. and £1---26:h April , 1948. 

Comp., Mint or used, 25/- each.; do., 6 
sets or over at 10% on face. , 

2~d. value only, Mint per 100 (mini- i 

mum, 24/-. 
Add 1/- to all above if required by air. 

1st Day Covers (Air), 26/-.' each; do. 
(bearing 5 2M. values only, by air), 
2/- each; do., per dozen covers, 17/6. 

D. G. MANTON 
(P.T.S.) TANSLEY, MATLOCK, 

DERBYSHIRE, ENGLAND 

Are You 
Alive 
to the fact that it is becoming increas
ingly difficult to obtain good copies of 
19th Century BRITISH COLONIALS at 
reasonable prices? 

I specialise in the Classic issues of 
G. BRITAIN, Canada, Cape of G. Hope, 
Ceylon, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
etc., and would be pleased to send 
general or specialised selections on ap-

1 • proval to S. African Collectors against 
Home references . 

"Every Stamp an Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex England 
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NYASALAND CENSOR MARKS 
AND SEALS. 

Comparativ-ely few of these have come my 
way, but from what has been told me by 
Miss K. A. Smith, of Zomba, who worked in 
the local censoring office, I imagine there is 
not very much more to be added, except per
haps in the way of recording additional num
bers. 

:MILITARY CENSOR MARKS 

Nya·saland fell. within the East African 
Command and the only military censor mark 
I have seen has alr-eady been recorded as an 
East African mark ("S.A. Phil., Vol. 22, 1946, 
p. 52), No. 19. It is in shape like the mark 
figured in the "S.A. Ph.," Vol. 21, 1945, p. 76, 
with the same wording inside the frame 
"Pas•s,ed/By Military /Censor," but the word
ing in the enclave is "E.A. No. VI/4." In 
black on a cover from Zomba of 8th July, 43. 

CIVIL CENSOR MARKS 
The first to be used was this double lined 

circle type, 34 mm. in diameter. I have No. 3 
in violet of 9th April, 1940, and No. 2 in 
black of 21st January, 1941. 

This elliptical mark, about 48 x 30 mm., 
was on the s.ame envelop,e a'S No. 3 above, 
and according to Miss Smith, was really more 
of an office franking stamp than a censor's 
mark. The type is similar to that of the 
franking stamps of other Nyasaland Govern
ment Departments. 

Sometime, probably in 1941 or 1942, in
structions were received from London that 
censor marks were to be uniform in type 
throughout Britain and British Colonies. The 
type was an octagon about 36 mm. high x 
26 mm. across with, inside, a crown, Passed, 
and ,a letter or letters followed by a: dash and 
a number. The type was illustrated in the 

"S.A. Philatelist," Vol. 23, 1947, pp. 37 and 77, 
when considering the marks of the Rhodesias, 
the letters there being O in the case of North
ern Rhodesia, and DE in the case of Southern 
Rhodesia. Nyasaland had Q allotted to it. 
Of these, I have, all in black, Q/6 of 20 Oct. 
43, Q/8 of -- 45, and Q/10 of 14 Jun. 43. 

Regarding their use, Miss Smith writes: "In 
this small country where the examiners w-ere 
known personally to most of the population, 
each one had two numbers allotted to him or 
her in .an endeavour to make it difficult for the 
public to find out who op,ened their letters. 
The job was not an enviable one." 

CIVIL CENSOR'S SEALS. 
The type of seal employed at first, when the 

circular censor mark was in use, was simply 
a strip of white paper about 30 mm. in depth 
with "Opened by Censor" in black 'Roman 
capitals about 3 mm. high. 

When the octagonal census mark came into 
use the seal was also changed to a white 
strip about 50 mm. in depth with, in black, 
"Opened by Examiner" in block capitals 6 mm. 
high, the whole being 75 mm. long. Below 
this was Q/ ; it was not considered worth 
while printing in each examiner's number 
separately after the Q/ . The examiners were 
probably supposed to write it in by hand, but 
did not always do so as their number appeared 
in the octagonal stamp used for tying the 
seal to the cover. 

J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. ,,. 
BELGIUM 

"Het Vlaamsch Postzegeltijdschrift" re
ports that on 15th December there appeared 
a set of five stamps featuring factories in 
various towns, values 0.65 to 20.00 with sur
taxes for the benefit of various health or
ganisations. The stamps to be on sale for 
two months and to be valid for use till 30th 
September. 

* 
BRITISH COLONIALS 

Nigeria.-The 3d. black and 4d. blue were 
withdrawn from sale on 5th January, and 
on the same date a 3d. blue was put on 
issue. 

Forgecl Overprints.-Mr. Henry M. Fried
man, a leading British Empire collector in 
America, describes in "Linn's Weekly Stamp 
News" a method of detecting forgeries of 
overprints which he finds simple and effective, 
and it does not appear to have been put on 
record. 

Take a genuine specimen of low catalogue 
value and cut it across through the middle 
of the surcharge or overprint. Place this 
half surcharge over any suspected specimen; 
if genuine there will not be a fraction of a 
milimeter variation, but forgeries will prac
tically never fit exactly. He finds this method 
much more accurate than measuring with 
callipers. 
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SOUTH-WEST AFRICA 
SG 

6 
10 
14 
19 
23 
24 
27 
28 
29 
33 
36 
41 
43 .. 
44A* 
44B* 
45 .. 
46 •• 
48* 
49 
50 .. 
51 
52 .. 
55A* 
56* 
58 .. 
58b 
59b 
61 
62 .. 
64 .• 
68 .. 
69 .. 
70•) 
72* 

3/0 
45/0 

140/0 
1/6 
5/3 

21/0 
120/0 

20/0 
0/8 
2/0 
5/0 
0/3 
2/6 

0/10 
0/10 
0/3 
0/4 
1/6 
0/9 
1/2 
4/0 

22/6 
0/10 
2/0 
0/2 
1/0 
0/6 
0/9 
1/0 
3/0 
0/3 
0/4 
3/0 
1/0 

SG 
73* 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
83 
88* 
89* 
90'1 

91* 
92 
93 
94 
95 
97 
98 
99 

100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 

3/0 
0/2 
0/3 
0/5 
0/7 

0/10 
1/2 
2/4 
3/0 

11/9 
0/6 
1/0 

32/6 
11/6 
1/6 
2/6 
5/6 

10/0 
0/2 
0/3 
0/4 
0/6 
0/8 
J/0 
1/3 
2/9 
1/9 
2/3 
4/9 

10/0 
2/0 
2/9 
1/9 
3/0 

SG 
113 .. 

D6 
D7 
D9 

· D12 
D17 
D20 
D25 
D26 
D28 
D29 
D31 
D32 
D34 
D35 
D37 
D38 
D39 
D40* 
D41 * 
D42* 
D43* 
D44* 
D45* 
D46* 
04 .... 
05 .. 
08 .•.• 
09 ..•. 

010 . . . . 
011 .... 
Ollb 
Ollc .. , • 
017 ..••.. 

15/0 
0/5 
0/6 
1/0 
1/6 
2/0 
1/9 
1/3 
5/0 
0/4 
0/6 
0/8 
5/0 
1/0 
1/0 
5/0 
5/0 
0/8 
1/0 
4/0 
0/2 
0/2 
0/3 
0/5 

0/10 
40/0 

0/6 
2/6 
0/2 
0/3 
C/9 
2/0 
4/0 
0/8 

All in mint horizontal pairs except those marked with an asterisk, 
which are single stamps. 

Postage extra under 5/-. Subject to stock. Cash with order. 

SELECTIONS 
of any Commonwealth 
Country or Colony will be 
gladly sent for your appro
val. I have separate books 
for mint and used and all 
issues are represented except 
that I have few current 
stamps. 

WANT LISTS. 
will have my prompt atten
tion and your friends will 
tell you that I can supply a 
very satisfactory proportion 
of your needs unless you are 
asking mainly for KG VI. 
Just jot down the country, 
Gibbons number and, if used, 
put a "U" against the num
ber. Otherwise I shall pre
sume that mint only are 
wanted. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7, HANNIBAL STREET, 

KENSINGTON, 
JOHANNESBURG. 

QUALITY - THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 

If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 
BRITISH EMPIRE ST.AMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

\Ve deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire Estamps from Queen Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

43 
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The Nineteenth Century Postage Stamps of 
the United States, by Lester G. Brook
man. Published by H. L. Lindquist, 2 \V. 
46th Street, New York. Price (2 vols.) 
$10.00. 

Recently we noticed Max G. J ohl's _fine 
work on the 20th Century Commemoratives 
of the. U.S.A.; now we have companion pieces 
in Brookman's scholarly work on the 19th 
Century stamps. In two volumes, each over 
-300 pages; the first starts -w_ith ~he 184 7 
issues and runs through the grilled issues to 
the end of 1868, the second continues the 
story from 1869 to the end of the century 
with the Omaha series. 

This is the first comprehensive work on the 
,entire group since Luff's book many years 
ago. It would be gilding the lily to say 
much more than that this is a most scho
larly work and is magnificently produced. 
It deals with practically every aspect of 

·the stamps, yet withal in an easy, most read
able style, and is lavishly illustrated. 

At the end of Vol 2, more or less as appen
dices although they are not actually c3:lled 

~such,' are chapters dealing with cancellations 
(admittedly very sketchy), rates of postage, 

-special printings, essays and_ proofs and a 
suggested new catalogue hst of U.S.A. 
stamps. Both volumes are well indexed. 

Canadian Stamv News. A price list sent 
. out by Alden C. Johnson, 11 Carmic~ael Ave., 
~Jo Substation 117, Toronto, Ontario. 

Federation of Hungarian Philatelic Socie
.ties. We have received a copy of the pro
ceedings of the 1st Natio~al Congress of Hun-

. garian Philatelists held m Budapest _7th .and 
8th September, 1947. A summary 1s given 
in English of papers read; most of th~m 
deal either with Hungarian stamps or with 
problems more or less common to philatelists 

·the world over. Amongst other matters was 
a protest against the issue of many stamps 
with a surtax and locally they suggested not 
more than two sets per annum and no issue 
to have a surtax for military purposes. 

Altdeutschland. Part 1, Baden to Ham-
1burg; Part 2, Hanover to Wurtemburg (1857). 
Price, each part RM 1.25 post free. Ge
brlider Senf, Trondlinring 3, Leipzig 3, Ger
many. 

Priced catalogues of the stamps of the old 
German states, with numerous notes in addi
tion to the mere listing. May be had with 
or without interleaving for notes. 

The Guldborg Gazette. Official organ of the 
Guldborg Hobby Association, St. Strand

. straede 4, Copenhagen K., Denmark. Pub-

lished in English. This appears to be a 
flourishing exchange club with world-wide 
membership. Fee $1 per annum or equivalent 
in international money order or international 
reply coupons. 

Handbook of the Germctn Inffrition Issu,es, 
1919-23. Ottogrossjohann, Dahlerbruck 
i.W., Postfach 33. Price not mentioned. 

A priced catalogue of these stamps with 
numerous notes. In great detail, hundreds 
and hundreds of varieties etc., given. 

Gibbons' Catalogues. Following the an
nouncement that the S.G. catalogue was to 
be broken down from two to three parts comes 
a more sensational move. Two parts, British 
Empire and Europe, have appeared, but part 
III, Rest of the World, is still-born. Instead 
the rest of the world will come out in sections, 
individual countries or groups of countries
United States and Possessions being an
nounced as the first to come. 

This move is a result of the paper short
age, but we think it would be welcomed as 
a permanency by all collectors for all coun
tries. 

The Ace Yearbook, 1948. The 2nd post
war yearbook of the African Collectors Ex
change, P.O. Box 5403, Johannesburg. It 
gives a complete list of members, with their 
particular interests, the total number being 
round about 1,000. 

Catalogue and Price List of Stamps of Italy, 
Colonies, Levant, San Marino and 
Vatican. I. Pergolesi, Via del Babuino 
158a, Rome. Price, Lire 750. 

An amazingly well-illustrated catalogue 
· and the number of war issues come as a 
surprise. The stamps appear only to be 
offered in mint condition and in many cases 
only in complete sets. At exchange rates 
given the price would work out at about 11s. 
or $1.40, but we note it is offered for $1.00 . 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
10 PER CENT NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
The advantages of being a member of a 
reputable New Issue Service are many and 
obvious. ,ve have been conducting our New 
Issue Department for the last 5-6 years, and 
i,hould be only too pleased to forward par
ticulars of our scheme to any Collectors who 
may wish to avail themselves of such an 
offer. Want Lists for all British Colonials 
(mint or used) appreciated. Obsolete values 

of K. Geo. VI are our speciality. 

THE MAYFLOWE~ STAMP CO. 
18 York Street, Plymouth 

England 

SWITZERLAND 
Set of 4 Pro Juventute stamps issued on 

1st December, lowest value showing Jacob 
Burckhardt, the noted historian, the remain
ing stamps featuring flowers of the Alps. 
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stamps now needed to complete 
the whole World Collection of 

~0,(jl9 
Less than 5 % of the normal 
issues to 1933 now missing from 
what may eventually be unique 
in South Africa for this type of 

collection. 
--0--

Want list of any specified country 
upon application - no complete 

want lists available. 

Full market price for perfect 
copies. 

E. HIJ:NT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

STAMPS OF 
ROYAL HAPPINESS 

Dealers only supplied at 5 % over face value, plus 
postage (~ee below). No retail orders accepted. 

Great Britain 1Silver Wedding 2?,d. and £1 
(a collector's piece). To be issued on 26th 

· April, 1948, for ONE MONTH ONLY. 

Also to be issued by Great Britain : 
Liberation of Channel Islands, Id. and 2}tl. 

On sale from May to September, 1948. 
Olympic Garnes in London, 2}d., 3d., 6d. 

and 1/-. 
On sale July, 1948, for ONE MONTH ONLY. 

We supply the largest dealers in many countries. 

SAY & MANSFIELD 
33 OAKMERE AVE., POTTERS BAR, 

MIDDLESEX ENGLAND. 
(Ordinary postage to S. Africa: 1st ounce 2½d., 
additional ounces ld. each. Airmail postage 2/-

per ounce. Registration 3d.) 
I 

Al I O Service 
and AD Deal 

WITH ACCENT ON SUBERB USED 
KING GEORGE VI COLONIALS 

--o--

1. 10 per cent Mint New Issue Service. 
2. Suberb Used British Colonials. 
3. "Wants Lists." All Issues. 

--0--

AIR MAIL POST FREE OVER £2. 

G. W. DALTON 
S6S FELIXSTOWE ROAD, 

I P S W I C H, Eng. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

The best medium for the medium 
buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. 

All material entrusted to us is carefully lotted 
in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 

Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN 

i __ 
SAFETY IN BUYING. 
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PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
GOLDEN JUBILEE 

The dinner held on the anniversary date, 
16th February, was a most pleasant and suc
cessful function. There were over 100 pre
sent under the chairmanship of the President, 
l\fr. F. G. Ferguson; among the V.I.P.'s as 

_guests were Her Worship the Mayor of Pre
toria, Mrs. M. M. Curson, M.P.C.; The Go
vernment Printer, Col. J. J. Kruger; the 
Postal Publicity Officer, Mr. M. F. Swanepoel; 
Mr. Emil Tamsen, the doyen of South Afri
can philatelists; the Presidents of the Phila
telic Federation of Southern Africa and of 
the kindred Philatelic Societies on the Reef. 

The menu cards had some pretty philatelic 
quips, including an advertisement of Wood
block Errors from the Society's Legal Ad
viser, resident in The Fort, Johannesburg. 
One dish was stated to be handed out in 
blocks of four, but some unauthorised bi
secting seemed to have taken place. 

A very pleasing feature of the evening 
was the presentation of Certificates of Hono
rary Life Membership to the following stal
warts of the Society: Messrs. A. P. Ober
meyer, Emil Tamsen, H. P. de Boom, H. N. 
B. Hawke, \V. J. Giovanetti and Dr. Robert 
Broom. 

AUSTRALIA 
We have been notified by the High Com

missioner for Australia of the issue on Febru
ary 16 of a ls. 3d. stamp in carmine-brown, 
featuring the head of a Hereford bull and 
a 2s. stamp in dark chocolate depicting abo-
riginal art in the form of a crocodile. The 
latter is a departure from anything pre
viously used in the way of designs for Aus
tralian stamps-a reproduction of some of 
our Bushman rock paintings would compare 
very favourably with it. It mav be art and 
rea~ism, but it _ is of the very primitive 
variety .. 

S. RHODESIA AIR LETTERS 
In our issue of June, 1947, p. 92, Major 

L. E. Crea:sy listed and described the air letter 
forms of Southern Rhodesia. 

He gave three varieties of Active Service 
-cards, (1) 3d., blue on white, 17-11-41, type 1; 
(2) 3d. on buff, rough p.aper, Aug., 1942, type 
1; ( 3) 3d. blue on white, June, 1942, type 2. 

To this Major. Ian Morgan of Montreal re
ports a fourth variety fo his possession, viz., 
:3d. blue on rough buff paper, type 2. 

SWEDEN 
40th Anniversary of King's Accession on 

8.12.1947. 
10 and 20 ore single (top and bottom per

forated) and also in horizontal pairs (per
forated in between, imperforate top and 
bottom). The 60 ore single only. Specially 
designed postmark for first-day covers. 

GERMANY 
"Philatelie Equator" has submitted its cata

logue of German postage stamps issued since 
the end of World War 11, recoromg the stamps 
of all four Occupation Zones; joint issues for 
the English and American, s,eparate ones for 
the Russian and French Zones. At the end 
of 1946 the first "General Issue" for the whole 
of Germany was printed, but the French au
thorities suddenly decided on four separate 
issues within their own occupation zone, 
namely, stamps for Baden (6 val.), Rheinpfalz 
( 13 val), Vv urtemberg- ( b val. , ::\nd ~aar 
The stamps of the latter comprised a set of 
20 values in German currency. 

On 20.11.4 7, the Saar entered into a Cus
toms Union with France, and on that date 
three Saar stamps with overprint in French 
currency were sold, namely, 2, 3 and 6, francs, 
followed by ten more overprinted values dur
fog the next few days. It is noteworthy that 
the 2 francs on 12 pfg. is on the original 
stamp, whilst the other overprints have been 
made on a special (second) printing of the 
Saar stamps. 

"Hitler He.ads." In the 1947 Saar issue, if 
you had a good imagination you could find a 
Hitler head (inverted) between the legs of the 
hewer on the 15 to 24 pfg. stamps. The 
,vildest rumours went about that this was the 
sign of a new werewolf organisation or some 
other underground movement. Anyway, the 
post office apparently took note of these ru
mours and in the Saar stamp overprinted ,vith 
values in francs the "Heads" have been 
touched out. 

F.C.F. 

LONDON BANK PARCELS 
Current issues - including high values, 

· air mails, latest issues, etc.-from all 
parts of the world. Common items 
excluded. 5/-, 10/-, £1 and £2 per 

parcel. 

All used Peace Issues in stock at 
moderate prices. Send me your want 

list for bargain quotation. 

K. R. MANNING, 
I, STOCKWELL AVENUE, LONDON, S.W.9 

ENGLAND. 

BRAZIL 
An airmail stamp, value 1.20 red on a 

yellow-green background, was issued on 15th 
November. It f ea tu res the monument erected 
at St. Cloud, France, in homage to Santos 
Dumont. This monument, incidentally, was 
destroyed by the Germans in their 1·ecent 
occupation. 

A "Juvenile Philatelic \\'eek" in Rio de 
Janeiro in January, produced a special post
mark, but not a special stamp. 

-:Mario rle Sanctis 
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KENYA NOTES 
Mr. W. Tunstall reports the following:

. (1) Local sales of the Victory stamps were: 
20 cents, 2,551,414, and 30 cents, 819,182. 

(2) When the 1922 75c. (S.G. 90) was with
drawn from sale, the total printing had been 
approximately 500,000. As this stamp was 
used mainly on parcels, nice used copies are 
probably scarcer than the catalogue price 
would indicate. 

( 3) The meter mark, lOc., of the Kenya 
Farmers, Nakuru, although still of the same 
type has now got Tanganyika added to the in
scription Kenya and Uganda. Possibly this 
means that a meter machine has been issued 
for use in Tanganyika, or it may possibly only 
be in .anticipation of such an occurrence. .. 

A BECHUANALAND VARIETY 
At the East London Exhibition Mr. E. C. 

Pote of Grahamstown produced a specimen 
of S.G. 38 (ld. Cape with "British Bechuana
land" Opt. reading downwards) which he had 
come across in .a mixed lot, but which seemed 
to be an uncatalogued variety. This was a 
"b" in place of the "h" in Bechuanaland. 

The stamp has been examined by several 
prominent philatelists with magnifying glasses 
under strong lighting and .also under a quartz 
lamp, and the overprint carefully measured. 
They are all of opinion that the item is 
genuine in every respect-stamp, overprint 
and postmark, the last, incidentally, being 
Gaberones/BB., MR 17 -8. 

The question then arises "ls it a genuine 
error, "b" for "h." This possibility cannot be 
excluded offhand as it appears to be such a 
perfect "b," but another possibility must be 
considered, viz., that it is a printing flaw, and 
not an erro1·. 

For this consideration a fairly large number 
of other specimens, singles and fairly large 
blocks, were examined and it was at once ob
vious that there were numerous flaws and 
defects in the letters of the overprint. These 
may be called the control group. 

A minus defect would account for the com
plete absence of a serif at the SE corner of 
the supposed "b," and such a defect was found 
in tho control group. 

A positive defect would be required, how
ever, to give the perfect closing-in at the 
bottom of the letter, necessary to turn an "h" 
into a "b." No such perfect closing-in, of 
correct uniform thickness throughout. was 
found among the controls, but there was found 
(a) a specimen with a closing-in of correct 
thickness at both ends, but leaving a short 
gap in the centre, and (b) another with a 
thin line fully closing-in the bottom of the 
letter. 
. In view of these findings it would not seem 
impossible that a perfect closing-in might 
have occurred, and, in conjunction with a lack
ing serif an apparently perfect "b" \vould re
sult 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S. W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

S.W.A. mint blocks of dues and officials, 
also controls in strips of Union and 
Transvaal and other rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Free Gift: Attractive stamps to begin
ners, enclosing stamps for approvals. 

R. Russell, Dovers Flats, Sea Point, 
Cape. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

Current Nyasaland complete sets sup
plied at 10% over face, used; mint at 
5%. Also all obsoletes of Nyasaland, 
mostly mint. Apply: 

T. McMicking (P.T.S., B.P.A.), Lujenda, 
Cholo, Nyasaland. 

Beginners and medium collectors, why 
not try my approvals? 

Mrs. A. Crawford, P.O. Box 194, Rand
fontein. 

U.S.A. 
January 24 saw the issue of a 3c. stamp 

commemorating the fact that "there's plenty 
of gold, so I've been told, on the banks of 
the Sacramento", or, to be more precise, the 
discovery of gold in California in 1848. The 
stamps have a crossed pick and shovel 
(shades of the U.S.S.R. hammer and sickle!) 
as a sort of cameo in a view of Sutter's 
Mill at Coloma. The stamp may be some
what more decorative than our 1%d. mine 
dump, but it rather suffers from having too 
much detail crowded into it. 
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[ ...... ~~~IE~ ~ ~~~i.~ ~~~~~ ~] 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., H. Ende
mann, P.O. Bo_x 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Techmcal College. 

December 1. Quiz eYening, when a set of questions 
ha~ to _be answered. These severely tested members' 
ph1latehc knowledge; l\Ir. Orkin came out first in 
the contest. 

Dec~mber 15. l\fr. Obermeyer read a paper on 
Cape ISsues and afterwards showed his collection. 

January 5. In view of the Society's Golden Jubilee, 
l\Ir. Obernwy~r, one of its oldest members, gave an 
account of its early history, from its foundation 
011 16th February, 1898, onwards. Mr. Blick ex
hibited British Colonials. 
. January 19. Dr. Rei~ner gave a talk on Forgeries 
aJHl also showed a collection of post-war Belgian 
stamps. 

* l\IASHOXALAXD PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Chairman, C. ,v. Lander: Hon. Sec., I. ""· Xoar 
P.O. Box 1G60, Salisbury; Jfectings, 2nd Wednesdays: 
Bo~rd Room of the Electricity Supply Commission, 
Salisbury. 

January 14. This meeting was the 8th annual gen
e1:al meeting of the Society; it was well attended, 
and the chairman and hon. sec.-treasurer were re
decte<l to office. 

The chairman's address might be summed up in 
two words, "Steady Progress.,, l\lembership of the 
Society is now 81, of whom 32 are country members. 
Exchange books in circulation numbered 108 as com
pared with <iH the previous year. but the value of 
them was less and there has been, unfortunately a 
distinct falling off in the quality of material offer~c1. 

The financial position of the Society is sound; at
tendances at monthly meetings have averaged 16. 

The Society is contemplating holding a private 
exhibition (by inYitation) with a Yiew to holdin" 
a public exhibition in the near future. 

0 

* l\IARITZBCRG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Chairman, C. R. Turner; Hon. Secretory, R. 

Morton. P.O. Box 328, Pietermaritzburg: J,fretinfF, 
2nd Friday in each month at the Women's Club, 211 
Burger Street, 7.45 p.m. 

The February meeting established a record in the 
number of collectors present, more than 40 persons 
attending. The occasion was a visit from the Natal 
Society, and we were pleased to welcome 15 Durban
ites who made the long trip to attend. 

. Our chairman led off with a talk and display of 
Jus stamps of the Cayman Islands, and as his col
lt>ction is almost complete and ineludes complete sets 
of the commemorative issues, many expressions of 
envy were heard from less fortunate collectors. 

l\lr. Bevis, who acted as our delegate to the East 
London Congress. then read his report on the pro
t·eedings of the Federation, and l\Ir; OYens followed 
with a description of some of the stamps displa:red. 
After the tea interval the Durban visitors enter
tained us with a Quiz in which the home team scored 
four_ points ow1: the visitors. This was followed by 
a d11'play of Eire hy l\Ir. Ovens and a portion of 
his_ rnion stamps_ by l\1r. ~osse. These displays, 
winch were deRcr1bed by their owners, were much 
appreciated. The evening quickly drew to a clm1e 
nnd a competition, which wai- to haYe been given 
by our visitors, could not be held. R.M. 

* EAST RAXD PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
_President, l\fr. H. Suklje, Be._noni; Hon. Secretary, 

1\hss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O Box 512, Benoni; Meeting.<? 
Regent Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesdays. ' 
, Ja?uary. l\lessrs. Shepherd, Legator, Kaplan and 

RuklJe were congratulated on their successes at the 
East London J,Jxhibition. The display for the even
ing was a selection of about six pages each of vari
o~is. countri("S, eigh_t members taking part, thus pro
ndmg a most vaned and attractive dii-play. 

Tim PHILATELIC SOCIRTY OJ<' NATAL 
President, l\Ir. G. l\lilner Palmer; Secretary, l\Ir. 

A. S. l\Iaskell, P.O. Box 588, Durb:m. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd \Yednesdays at London Assurance House 
319 Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durbaii 
Camera Club, top Floor), 7.30 p.m. 

The ordinary January meeting, in spite of the 
humid night, brought 55 members and friends wbo 
all enjoyP<l l\h·. \V. F. O,·en's talk and exhibit on 
"Eire." His bright and easy style made quite a 
frw mPmbers think it might be worth while collect
ing this country. l\[r. J. Lyle's selected items 
proved mo1't inteeesting. How he finds time to write 
up all these various collections that he exhibits 
from time to time is a mystery. l\Ir. N. D. William's 
co~1petition was some~hing out of the ordinary, 
which proved how seriously ( ?) the catalogues are 
studied by collectors. 

Having just returned from the very succesRful Con
gress at East London, we extend our heartiest con
gratulations to :\Ir. A. E. Basden, who was awarde<l 
the Skinner Teophy for the most outstanding con
tribution to Philately since tl1e last Congress; also 
to l\Ir. P. C. Bishop, a former President of this 
Society, and :'.\Ir. A. E. RasdPn on being electf>d to 
the Roll of Distinguished Philatf>lists of South 
Africa. Inci<lf>ntally, :'.\Ir. P. C. Bishop has the dis
tinction of also being included on the British Roll of 
Distinguished Philatelists. 

W.H.W. 

* GRAHAl\ISTOW:N PHILA'l'ELIC SOCIETY 
President, :'.\Ir. E. A. Carr; Hon. Sec., 1\Ir. R. Q. 

Tarr, \Yood House, Kingsv,ood College, Grahamstown. 
The December meeting was one of general discus

sion, and at this meeting it was decided to apply for 
affiliation to the Federation. 

Xo meeting was helrl in .Tanuary owing to most 
1_nembers being on holiday. Three members, however, 
Journeyed to EaRt London for the National Exhibi~ 
tion. two members exhibiting. 

At the February meeting the President gave a.n 
account of the East London Exhibition. l\lr. S. C. 
Chantler read a paper on "The Vnion Post-war re
printings'' together with a display of such stamps. 

Our atten<lances are good and we would welcome 
visits from philatelists passing through Grahamstown. 
If they could g-i\·e us a talk or display they would 
be doubly welcome. 

s.c.c. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OI,, JOHANNESBURG 
President, Dr. A. Kaplan; Ilon. Sec., 1\Ir. J. H. 

Jenkins, P.O. Box 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays and 
4th l\londays, Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

February 10. A magnifi<'ent show of Transvaals by 
:'.\Ir. .T. W. Schofield. 'rl1e 2nd Republic and th~ 
V.R. L's ,vere not included as the exhibitor stated he 
regarded them as rubbish, with far too many errors 
of overprint whieh were not accidental. 

In the first Republk:rn issues there were also a 
fair number of blank spaces because he· ,vould only 
accept stamps in first class condition and such are 
not always readily obtainable in the earlv Transvaal 
issues. Those shown were certainly superb. 

As quite a few of the items shown were in the 
rarity, or even th~ great rarity, class, including a 
number of uncatalogued or unpriced, they are re
corded elsewhere in this issue as a piece of general 
news. 

February 23. l\Ir. I. Isaacs showed a fine collection 
of nearly 100 Air :'.\fail covers flown to, from and in 
India. This jn~lmled the wot'l<l';;; first air mail 
flight at Allahabad in 1911 and various experimental 
and emergency flights within India. 

Then there Wf>re various <'Overs flown from Ka
rachi to Calcutta by Indian Transcontinental Air
ways, an important link in services from the \Vest 
to Australia or eastern Asia. 

An interesting item was a cover flown over :\It.i 
Everest in connection with the Houston attempt on 
that mountain. 

The exhibit included several Pigeon and Ro<'ket 
Posts-intNesting items even is not strictly within 
the definition of Air :Mails. 

(Concluded on page 36) 
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I TRAVEL 15,000 MILES A YEAR 

YET ;J/~ ~ --.--~ ,, 

Just as I book my hotels well ahead, so I make my 
train bookings well in advance. I use the Railway 
Tourist Bureau and they arraoge everything. 

,~ •••=J:::::w111:111111111:1r~11:1: 

··· .. :.:-::;·i=·=:~•i:;:::: 

·_]~ 
. . . -~ 

.-: . . 

. ·-/~. 
Like my bedroom, my compartment is always free 
from bulky luggage. I send all my heavy bags to 
the luggage van. Gives me room to rela~ . . 

-~ 
I 1\ 

' .....___ 

" ~ ~~ .... 
I know how the catering staff appreciates my being 
prompt for meals. Means quick, personal attention 
-equal to the service in a well-run ho.tel. 

fiheets and pillow cases are clean every trip. 
Blankets, too, have been hygienically treated. A 
romforting thought when you travel as often as I do. 

We South Africans are a comfort-loving 

people. In our homes we seek all the comforts 

and services that can be offered. So, too, on 

our trains we can learn to be relaxed, carefree 

and comfortable ... completely at home. 

That is the art of travel . : . so easily acquired 

... so much a part of our way of living. 

LEARN THE ART OF liauet Jr 'Ttati,, WITH THE 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 
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Buyi,ng • 
in London Auctions 

All serious Collectors may take an active part in the' Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions. Special lightweight editions of all 
London Catalogues are printed for the convenience of distant 
subscribers who desire to receive their catalogues by Airmail. 
The excellent Air Mail Service between Great Britain and South 
Africa ensures that Catalogues of Sale arrive in ample time for 

Collectors to compete in the London Auctions. 
The Twelve Months' subscription rate is 20s. including Lists 
of Prices Realised plus actual postages which are debited to 
the recipient's account. To avoid frequent remittances of 
small sums, clients should add £2 to the subscription for 
postages. When this has been exhausted, advice will be given. 

Catalogues carried by Surface Mail are sent post free. 

MARCH 15th and 16th: 
.A GENER.AT, SALJ<;, particularly, France, and Colonies (with man:v fine and rare ph'l'es) also 
many Colonial arnl Foreign Properties, notahl:v, Gt. Brit-:-i.iu. :i,-:gypt, etc., and in<'~Uding 

properties offcrP.rl hy ordn· of IT. Gallienne Lemmon Esq., of Ashwickeu, Norfolk. 
MARCH 22nd and 23rd: 

,\ COLONIAL SALJ~. strong in Newfoundland, all(] with single rm',ities, and including a 
Colle<:.tion offered by order of the Executor of the late Dr. Arnold 1\lcl\lillan of New Uomnf'y. 

MARCH 29th and 30th: 
NO SALl·J. 

APRIL 5th and 6th: 
A GENERAL SALJ<J, chiefly Colonial Issues, with many fine propertit>s, inc1uding a Co1lection 

offered by order of the Executrix of the late II. C. Goodall F:s<1., of Margate. 

A re you conteniplating selling your Collection ? 

The H. R. HARMER Ltd.Auctions are the World's best medium 
for the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Ltd. Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Commission 
Terms and Insurance arrangements are given in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price Is., post paid. 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.I. 

Cables: ••PHISTAMSEL ",LONDON: 

in association with H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
32-34, EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 

Cables:•• HARMERSALE," NEW YORK 

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
~ Agency Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine J'rPss (Proprietary) Limited, 2a JJnrrison Street, 
~!9 Johannesburg. 





 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

ii. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

ALL 

THE 

NEWS 

EVERY 

WEEK 

SOMETHING TO SAY--------
----------PLENTY TO READ 

11·· 

StatUP(ltlittnr 
2d. EVERY FRIDAY. 

PER ANNUM 12 / 6 POST FREE 

By Airmail (Special Lightweight Edition) 60/- post free. 
By Surface Mail (First Class) 18/6 post free. 

THE WEEKLY BRITISH PHILATELIC NEWSPAPER. 

2 Queen's Walk, South Ruislip 
Middlesex England 

April, 1948 
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CLASSIC ISSUES 
We are prompted to discuss what is meant 

by the adjective "classic" as used in philately, 
by a reader writing about Dr. Freund using 
this term as applicable to the Mafeking Siege 
stamps in hi's article which appeared in our 
December issue (and is continued in this num
ber). 

Our reader says: "I am under the impr'es
sion that the clas'sical issues are only thos.e 
issued up to 1880 or 1888-am I right?" Note, 
however, the adjective he uses in "classical 
not "classic"-a point referred to further on. 

The subject, curiously enough, is dealt with 
by Rose Titford, a well-known official of the 
Royal Philatelic Society, in an article on Gen
eral Collecting as opposed to Specialism in 
the Nov.-Dec. issue of "The West-End Phila
telist." In this Mi~B Titford speaks of c,ollec
tors who, although interested in the classics, 
are unable for economic reasons to collect the 
early stamps-"those classics, which by their 
very term suggests expense." She goes on to 
add, "I define the term 'classics' as belonging 
to the early issues with their rarities, as 
~gainst the stamps which have appeared with
m the last 25 to 30 years which so often have 
this appelation given to them but cannot 
tr~thfully be called 'classics' as the true phila
telist understands the word. (At this stage 
I fear collectors will criticise my choice of 
nomenclature a3 many consider among the 
'~lassies' s<>_me _rarities which have appeared 
smce the Victorian and Edwardian eras)." 

It is clear from this that there is no gener
ally accepted definition of what constitutes a 
"classic," philatelically speaking. Some, per
haps the majority-the true philatelrsts ac-

cording to Miss Titford-would confine the 
· term to early issues, but even she appears to 
extend "early" up to about 1918. Others ap
parently would include even later issues but 
only rarities amongst them. ' 

Does the ordinary dictionary definition of 
"classic" help us at all? Here is what the 
pocket Oxford dictionary says: "Of allowed 
excellence, cited as a model, ,often ref erred to 
standard, having literary associations; (les~ 
usually for) classical." "Classical" is re
stricted to .ancient Greek and Roman writers 
so does not appear to come under our pur~ 
view. 

Age, per 1se, does not appear to come into 
the ordinary definition of "classic," but of 
course. language and the meaning of words 
arE: thn:igs t?at are consta~tly changing and 
philatelists, if they s,o desire, could restrict 
the u 1se of the word to the older issues draw
j,ng the line at some date, if they can agree on 
one. 

. On the other hand, if the wider meanings 
m general use, as defined in the Oxford dic
tionary, ar~ accepted, then many stamps oth;r 
than early issues could be called "classic." 

To come down from the general· to the par
t~cular-are the Mafeking Siege stamps en
titled to be termed a classic issue? That like 
so many other things, is probably mer~ly a 
matter of opinion, and dogmatism on the sub
ject would be absurd. 

There may be differences of opini:m as to 
whether these stamps ( 01· some of them, at 
any rate) are "of allowed excellence," and 
perhaps even more so as to whether thev 
should be "cited as a model." But that thev 
are "often referred to" goes without questio~, 
and in the sense that races such as the Derby 
and the Oaks (and perhaps the Durban Julv 
Handicap?) are often referred to as classics, 
so. the Mafeking stamps would seem to be en
titled to be regarded as siege classics. 
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·-------- I 
[ UNION AND S.W.A. NOTES I 

~·······~~~··········~~ 
Royal Silver Wedding Stamps 

The Postmaster-General of the Union of 
South Africa announces that special 3d. 
postage stamps will be iss~ed to commemora!e 
the silver wedding anmversary of Their 
Majesties, the King and Queen. 

The stamps, which will be print~d alte_r
nately in English and Afrikaans, will be m 
sheets of 120 and will be on sale from the 
26th April to 30th June, 1948, both dates 
inclusive. 

The design will consist of a picture of 
Their Majesties and sprays of silver tree 
(Leucadendron argenteum) leaves. 

Although specially designed "First Day" 
<'overs will not, be issued by the Post Office, 
fully addressed envelopes, accompanied by the 
necessary remittances, which reach ~he Un
der-Secretary, Staff, Room 13a, General Pos: 
Offic~, P1·etoria. by the 24th April, 1948, will 
be stamped and posted on the first day of 
issue of the special stamps. . 

Persons, who so desire, may obtain supI2_lies 
of the stamps by writing to the Under-Secre
tary, Staff, Room 13a, General Post Office. 
Pretoria. Remittances must be by means of 
postal order, money order or bank draft 
and must include return postage and regis
tration. Foreign currencies will not be ac
cepted. 

Supplies of the commemoration stamps will 
be overprinted "SW A" for use in South-'Y est 
Africa. Orders for the South-West Afncan 
issue must be forwarded direct to the Director 
of Post~ and Teleg-raphs, WindhoPk, South
West Africa, who will also undertake to affix 
stamps to first-day covers, provided such 
covers accompanied by the necessary remit
tances, reach his office by the 24th of April. 

Changes because of shortage of gummed paper 

The Postmaster-General announces that, as 
a temporary measure, 

(a) the ½ d. postage stamp ~:; being printed 
in sheets of 180 instead of 240 stamps, 
and 

(b) the size of the 1 ½ d. postage stamp is 
being reduced to 24 mm. x 15 mm. 
The latter will be printed alternately 
in English and Afrikaans; in sheets of 
240, and separated by a combination 
of perforation and roulettes. 

Post Office Progress-1939 to 1946 
No annual reports by the P.M.G. have been 

issued since that of 1938-39, because of staff 
and paper difficulties. 

An annual report for 1945-46 has just been 
published, enbodied in a resume of develop
ment since the year 1939. 

This is a very nicely-produced booklet with 
some good illustrations showing various f ea
tures of the work of the P.O. In addition 
to all the usual statistical • information com
monly to be found in such reports, there is a 
Roll of Honour, with the names of all mem
bers of the department who made the supreme 
sacrifice in World War II, 79 in all, out of 
fully 2,000 men and women who we:e on 
active service. ,There is also a Jong- hst of 
Honours and Awards obtained by officials of 
the department. 

Marion Island 
Following up the record of the island's 

mails given in our February issue, H.M.S.A.S. 
"Transvaal" left Cape Town on 10.2.48 and 
on 16.2.48 the "Good Hope" left the island, 
reaching Cape Town 21.2.48; mail being 
carried by each of them. 

The "Transvaal" left the island on 27.2.48, 
arriving at Cape Town 6.3.48, bringing mail. 
Some of this was unstamped and endorsed 
"No stamps available"; such mail was de
livered free in South Africa. 

The M/S "Norse Captain", which had taken 
a last conshrnment of stores, reached Cape 
Town on 23.3.48 with similar mail. · 

H.M.S.A.S. "Natal" arrived back on 24.3.48, 
bringing the last mail for the season. The 
island is now in full wireless communication 
with the mainland. but no ship connections 
are expected for six or eight month~. l\fr. 
A. B. Crawford, who is governor, magistrate. 
meteorological -officer and postmaster, reports 
tha: the postal administration seems to have 
forgotten all about him and his three com
panions plus six Tristan da Cunha islanders. 

[Notes on "varieties" omitted this month 
through Jack of space.] 

PITCAIRN ISLAND 

It is st~ted in "Stamp Collecting" that be
fore the issue of this island's pictorials in 
1940, there were £50 in its Trea'Sury. Now 
it ha'S a credit balance of £40,000. Out of this 
there have been obtained a pre-fabricated 
schoolhouse, completely furnished, together 
with a supply of books and other equipment. 

Fine propagandu for those philatelists who 
contend that stamp collecting has a high edu
cational value! 
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SPECIAL OFFERS. 
Mint Used Mint Used 

Australia, Newcastle set of 3 . . . . 1/0 1/0 Hong Kong Peace .. . . .. 4/6 4/6 
Do., Princess ld. . . .. . . . . 0/1½ Do., new 80c. .. 1/2 

Basuto-, Bechuana- or Swaziland India Independence . . . . . . .. 2i6 2/9 
Kenya 1941 Provisionals 4 prs. 4/6 ½d., ld., l½d., 2d., 3d., 4d., 6d. Mauritius Postal Centenary 2/8 and 1/- . . . . .. 2/11 3/3 Newfoundland Cabot 5c. 0/5 

Do., 2/6 . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 2/11 3/3 New Zealand Prov. lOd./l½d: 1/0 
Do., 5/- . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 5/9 6/6 Do., 1947 Health 0/.5 
Do., 10/- 11/6 12/6 Do., Otago ld., 2d., 3d. and 6d. 1/2 1/3 
Do., Victory, except Bech. each 3/0 ,3/9 Nigeria new 3d. . . .. 0/5 
Do., Victory Bechuanaland .. 5/0 6/6 Pakistan set to 1 R. 

Le~p~~d 
.. 8/6 

Do., Royal Visit each .. 2/6 3/6 Nyasaland new ld. . . 0/2 0/2 
Brunei new $5 . . .. . . .. 13/5 s. Africa Victory 3 prs. . . . . .. 2/6 3/0 

Do., $10 26/10 Do., Royal Visit 3 prs. . . .. 1/9 1/9 . . . . .. . . . . Do . singles 1/0 Burma Victory .. . . . . 1/9 s. Rhodesia 194.0 G~ide~· jubil~~ 4/9 Do., Independence 
Vi~it 

.. 2/0 Do., Victory 1/3 1/6 Canada 1939 Royal .. 0/4 .. . . . . .. 
Do., Citizen 4c. .. . . 0/4 Do., Royal Visit . . . . .. 0/4 0/5 
Do., Princess 4c. .. .. 0/4 S.W.A. 1927 Triangles, pair 2/6 

Ceylon Constitution 1/3 1/6 Do., 1930 Air, 4d. and 1/- .. 4/6 .. Do., Pictorials, ½d. to 1/-, 8 5/9 Do., First-Day Cover 1/9 prs. 
Do., Current Set to 15c. 1/0 Do., Complete ½d. to £1 Imprint 

Dominica 3½d. and 7d. .. 1/2 prs. 
C~r~n~tio~ · 

.. . . . . 105/0 
Do., 2/- .. . . .. 2/6 Do., 

°Cov~; 
.. 7/6 

Egypt Evacuation 10m. 0/5 Do., First-Day . . 8/6 .. . . 1945 Victory 2/6 3/0 Gibraltar new 5d. 0/7 .. . . 
Great Britain 2/6, 5/- and 10/- Z./6 Do., 1947 Royal Visit 1/6 2/0 

Do., new lld. . . .. .. . . . . 1/2 0/6 Transjordan 1st Parliament, set 
of 9 . . . . .. . . 12/6 15/0 

Control Nos. Enquiries invited. Virgins 10/- and £1 .. . . . . . . . . 34/6 
c.w.o. Postage and Registration extra under 5/-. All stamps sent on approval, and can be returned if not 
entirely satisfactory. Interesting approvals and new issue service to applicants furnishing references or 
deposit . . ,. Box 177. Phone 111, HEILBRON. 

The Johannesburg Repertory Players Are 
Building A Theatre For South Africa 
It will surely be of interest to all Stamp Collectors to know that many Members and 
sympathisers have donated Stamps and Covers in aid of the Building Fund. These 

will be sold by Auction on 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21st, 1948, at 8 p.m. at 'BROADWAY' 
32 Plein Street (Opp. Technical College), Johannesburg. 

(Refreshments will be provided) 

The items to be sold cover a great range suitable not only for medium and advanced 
collectors, but also for beginners. 

Catalogues available from the 14th April at: 

315/6 Africa House, Rissik Street, .Johannesburg, and 17 Randspecs House, 
66 Market Street, Johannesburg, or by post on application to The Organising 
Secretary, Reps Theatre Building ·Campaign, 17 Randspecs House, 66 Market 

Street, .Tohannesbur£', or Phone 33-9954. 

The various lots will be on view on days prior to Sale. Particulars of venue and 
times will be advertised, also on application to the Organising Secretary, above address. 
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COMPARATIVE CATALOGUE PRICES 
A reader sends the following little list as a matter 

of general interest. It shows the prices quoted for 
a few better class stamps, selected more or less at 
random, as given in the 194 7 Gibbons, 1948 Scott 

GIBBONS. 

M. u. 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
South Africa-

No. 24 ... ... 5 15 0 2 15 0 
Nos. 26-29 ... 3 11 0 4 5 0 

Great Britain-
No. 1 ... ... 22 0 0 2 0 0 
No. 266 ... ... 10 0 0 5 0 0 
No. 438 ... . .. 9 0 0 5 0 0 

Canada-
No. 140 ... ... 20 0 0 10 0 0 
No. 187 ... . .. 9 0 0 2 0 0 

Cape-
No. 15 ... ... 25 0 0 18 0 0 
No. 47 ... . .. 50 0 0 6 0 0 

Natal-
No. 143 ... ... 10 0 0 2 0 0 

Newfoundland-
No. 197 ... . .. 4 10 0 4 15 0 
No. 234 ... ... 3 10 0 3 15 0 

Northern Rhodesia- \ 

No. 15 ... . .. 2 15 0 3 5 0 

Sierra Leone-
No. 180 ... ... 30 0 0 32 0 0 

Aden-
No. 12 ... ... 15 0 0 17 0 0 

St. Helena-
No. 113 ... ... 42 0 0 46 0 0 

Greece-
No. 121 ... ... 2 0 0 2 2 6 

France-
No. 132 ... ... 30 0 0 6 0 0 
No. 541 ... ... 8 0 0 4 0 0 

Norway-
No. 1 ... ... 20 0 0 1 12 6 

Austria- -No. 26 ... ... 10 0 0 0 2 6 

£ 

.5 
2 

12 
6 
6 

11 
6 

11 
62 

and 1948 Yvert Catalogues. (The prices in YYert, 
are converted to the nearest 3d.) 

Is there a moral attached? No prizes for the 
answer. 

SCOTT. I YVERT. 
I 

M. u. M. u. 

s. <l. £ s. <l. £ s. d. £ s. d. 

0 0 2 10 0 7 16 3 4 3 6 
16 3 3 6 3 4 15 9 5 11 6 

10 0 2 0 0 18 15 0 1 15 6 
5 0 3 2 6 9 7 6 5 4 0 

17 6 4 10 0 9 7 6 4 13 9 

0 0 4 12 6 20 16 6 9 7 (j 

17 6 1 2 G 10 8 0 1 17 6 

5 0 8 15 0 20 16 6 15 12 6 
10 0 4 7 t3 72 18 0 8 6 6 

8 15 0 3 0 0 12 10 0 2 6 0 

3 10 0 3 Hi 0 6 5 0 6 5 0 
2 10 0 2 15 0 6 5 0 6 5 0 

2 10 0 2 0 0 3 13 0 3 13 0 

27 10 0 28 15 0 62 10 0 62 10 0 

10 0 0 7 10 0 20 16 6 18 15 0 

37 10 0 40 0 0 
! 

52 2 0 57 6 0 

2 10 0 2 0 0 4 3 6 4 3 6 

25 0 0 3 1.5 0 156 5 0 22 18 6 
6 5 0 3 0 0 12 10 0 5 4 0 

21 5 0 1 7 6 26 1 0 1 17 6 

15 0 0 0 3 0 18 15 0 0 6 3 

STUDY' YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
10 PER CENT NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
The advantages of being a member of a 
reputable New Issue Service are many and 
obvious. \Ve have been conducting our New 
Issue Department for the last 5-6 years, and 
should be only too pleased to forward par
ticulars of our scheme to any Collectors who 
may wish to avail themselves of such an 
offer. Want Lists for all British Colonials 
(mint or used) appreciated. Obsolete values 

of K. Geo. VI are our speciality. 

THE MAYFLOWE~ STAMP CO. 
18 York Street, Plymouth 

England 

ONLY 
1895 

blank spaces in my World Collec

tion of normal stamps up to and 

including 1933 issues. 

--0--

Local supplier.s• please note that 

owing to my 1absence overseas no 

want lists can be supplied or cor

respondence attended to for a 

period of six months. 

E. IIIJNI_\ 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

AN INTERESTING SALE 

Attention is drawn to an advertisement on 
another page of stamps, etc., to be auctioned 
at the "Broadway," 32 Plein Street, on 21-st 
inst., at 8 p.m. These have been donated by 
members and friends of the Johannesburg 
Repertory Society, to help the driye for funds 
for a new theatre. 

Roll up colledors-the object is a deserving 
one and there will be items of interest for all 
types of collectors, from highly specialised to 
beginners. 

PHILATELIC ARROWS 
These minute gummed and coloured 
"arrows" are ideal writing-up acces
sories. They are used to indicate the 
exact position of major and minor 
varieties, etc., of stamps, overprints, 
postmarks and cover markings. Avail
able in Red, White, Blue and Yellow 
at 2/3 per 100 (postage extra) of one 

colour. 

FRANCIS J. FIELD, LTD. 
Publishers of "The Aero Field" 

Sutton Coldfield, England 

STAMPS OF 
ROY AL HAPPINESS 

Dealers only supplied at 5 % over face value, plus 
postage (see below). No retail orders accepted. 

Great Britain 1Silver Wedding 2~d. and £1 
(a collector's piece). To be issued on 26th 

April, 1948, for ONE MONTH ONLY. 

Also to be issued by Great Britain: 
Liberation of Channel Islands, ld. and 2~d. 

On sale from May to September, 1948. 
Olympic Games in London, 2~d., 3d., 6d. 

and 1/-. 
On sale July, 1948, for ONE MONTH ONLY. 

We supply the largest dealers in many countries. 

SAY & MANSFIELD 
33 OAKMERE AVE., POTTERS BAR, 

MIDDLESEX ENGLAND. 
(Ordinary postage to S. Africa: 1st ounce 2½d., 
additional ounces ld. each. Airmail postage 2/-

per ounce. Registration 3d.) 

LONDON BANK PARCELS 
Current issues - including high values, 
air mails, latest issues, etc.-from all 
parts of the world. Common items 
excluded. 5/-, 10/-, £1 and £2 per 

parcel. 
All used Peace Issues in stock at 
moderate prices. Send me your want 

list for bargain quotation. 

K. R. MANNING, 
I, STOCKWELL AVENUE, LONDON, S.W.9 

ENGLAND. 
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"rhe Status of the Mafekin3 Sie3e Stamps 
FACTS ABOUT A FASCINATING AND CLASSIC ISSUE 

By Dr. K. FREUND 
(Continued from p. 184 of December issue) 

CHAPTER ONE. 

1.-THE SIEGE MAIL IN GENERAL. 

Let us make it quite clear, right at the 
outset: The siege mail service was no "phil
atelic" stunt. Human nature as it is, there 
have been many self-styled critics who have 
rushed into print to vent their "suspicions." 
There wereJ even some who went so far as to 
express doubts whether any covers ever left 
Mafeking during the siege at all (Read, for 
instance, the cynical remarks of "A Johan
nesburger in Exile," in "Der Philatelist," Oc
tober, 1900). These good critics had app.ar
ently little conception of the conditions and · 
circumstances existing in the Maf eking of 
that time. 

All those siege covers, for which "Stanley 
Gibbons" have testified (see introductory 
article in the December number, p. 185), were 
not just sent with the idea of providing some 

Fig. 1.. 
Letter ( very slightly reduced) smuggled 
through Boer lines in boot of a native runner. 

philatelic mementos of the siege.. The ,vari
ous entries I po~3ess in my collection do not 
give this impression at all; their austere ap
pearance, often small, ungainly or tattered 
due to the extraordinary circumstances and 
a hazardous journey, with their censor marks, 
intermediate cancellations and base office 
checking marks, and some of them with their 

original letters still intact and enclosed will 
c,onvince the most "doubting Thomas" about 
the genuine purpose of the mail matter. 

Here i·s a brief picture which Maf eking pre
sented at the turn of the century. It gives 
some idea of the extent of its postal require
ments and arrangements before the siege: 

The Mafeking of 1899 ,vas a hqsy, thriving 
place of commercial importance. Being just 
inside the frontier of the Cape Colony and just 
outside Transvaal, it was very important ,also 
as a communication centre. Originally the 
terminus of the Cape railway system, it w.as 
in 1899 an important railway station on the 
Bulawayo line. 

Though its population was not large-there 
were 1,800 whites, besides 8,000 natives, with 
an additional force of 1,000 troops when be
leaguered-it was a busy place full of activity, 
hrcd quite a number of shops and stores, some 
of them fairly large (Lennon, Ltd., chemists; 
Julius Weil's Store; and others), several at
torney's offices, a br.anch of the .Standard 
Bank, three or four hotels, a photographer's 
studio (D. Taylor, who became famous as the 
printer of the "blue" stamps), the Victoria 
Hospital, which had quite a name in those 
parts, and a Convent. Mafeking had even 
its own daily newspaper, "The Mafeking Mail," 
printed by Messrs. Townshend & Son, whose 
printing works were later entrusted with the 
overprinting of the siege stamps. 

All these establishments and institutions, 
with their outside connections for supplies, 
etc., added to the development of a brisk mail 
service. 

It is only natural that with the ,advent of 
the seige, the demand for postal facilities and 
for the urgent dispatch of messages and letters 
became 1still more pressing: 

(1) To begin with, there were the inhabi
tants, anxious to keep their relatives .and 
friends in other parts of the country informed 
about their safety. 

(2) There were in particular the soldiers 
from oversea and keen to keep in touch with 
their beloved ones at home in Britain. 

(3) There was the small group of war corre
spondents in the besieged place, determined to 
get their dispatches through to their news
papers in England, as often and as regularly 
as possible. They were: Mr. E. G. Parsley, 
of the "Daily Chronicle," who was killed early 
in the seige; Mr. J. E. Neilly, of the "Pall 
Mall Gazette"; Mr. Vere Stent of Reuter's; 
Major F. D. Baillie of the "Morning Post"; 
Mr. J. A. Hamilton ,of "The Times" and of 
"Black and White." 
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( 4) There were also the many men who 
were stationed a few miles out of town in 
a number of outposts and forts without being 
able to return back to town for considerable 
periods. They also wanted to keep in touch, 
if possible, daily, with their families in town 
which was under a heavy rain of shelling and 
bombing for most of the day. 

More about this mail from and to the forts 
shall be told in a later chapter, when dealing 
with the necessity of the "local". service. As 
it happened, the volume of this particular 
daily mail from and to the forts turned out 
to be very large, if not the largest part of all 
correspondence handled by the siege authori
ties; 

( 5) La'St but not least, there w.as the official 
mail with urgent military dispatches and com
munications to be sent regularly and con
stantly to head-quarters, to other 'Sections of 
the forces outside, to the ·slowly approaching 
relief column, and to the highest quarters in 
London. 

This all added up to quite a formidable mail, 
genuine, urgent and most of it at any ~ate in 
no way a "philatelic stunt." One must not 
forget in particular-and it is a weighty argu
ment-that the mail had to be carried through 
the menacing lines of the enemy who shot and 
killed .a considerable number of the native 
runners who were trying to get the mail 
through. Surely, the dispatch of mere "phil
atelic" mementos and ,of "fancy" stamps would 
not have warranted such risks and such loss 
of human life! 

Quite a fair amount of most of the mail 
types mentioned wa'S dispatched in the early 
stages of the siege, when the "novel'' stamps 
had not yet been issued. This also indicates 
clearly that the "philatelic" attraction could 
have hardly been an impetus to send letters 
abroad. 

I can quite understand anyone asking: Why, 
then, was it necessary at all to issue those 
new-fangled stamps? In order to understand 
thi1s and to see the problem in its righf per
spective, one has to know the ways and means 
by which all the mail matter, detailed above, 
was dealt with originally in the early days of 
the siege; and to learn all about the circum
stances and conditions which ultimately de
manded a reorganisation and the issue of 
special stamps. 

So far, no clear picture or record has been 
left to us of these original stages ,of the 'Siege 
mail service. I had to piece it together from 
a few hints and remarks interspersed in the 
excellent diaries written by some of the war 
correspondents mentioned, from letters I have 
received from various siege personalities, and 
from verbal information some siege veterans 
have given me. From all these sources, the 
following picture crystalli'ses itself: 

2.-THE INITIAL "IRREGULAR" SIEGE 
MAIL SERVICE. 

For the beleaguered people of Maf eking 
there was no other way of communicating with 

the outside world than by the employment of 
native runners. These runners had the job of 
wriggling through the enemy lines under cover 
of darkness. Every despatch w.as a danger
ous mission and required a considerable 
amount of courage and resour·cefulness on the 
part of these Kaffir runners. 

The Boers were determined to shut ,off the 
be•sieged town completely from the outside 
world and to prevent any communication to 
and from the town. In .addition to the usual 
pickets stationed at various points, they kept 
inner and outer patrols of mounted men on 
duty to look out for any target leaving or ap
proaching town, to be shot at sight. 

(1) At first, the runners were employed 
solely for carrying official communications 
through. These dispatches were written in 
cypher and folded into small packets which 
could be dropped or hidden in case the runner 
was discovered. Every few days just after 
dark, the runners were sent off and went as 
far as the lines ,of the inner patrols where 
they lay hidden until they had made sure 
about the direction and the times 0f the patrol. 
Then they slipped on, repeating this perfor
mance at the points where the outer patrols 
were supposed to be. After this second hurdle 
had been taken, they made off into the dark
ness to cover as much distance as possible 
during the night. In the daytime they hid, 
and by night they travelled on until they 
reached British lines. A runner who suc
ceeded in getting through, had to do the return 
trip in a similar hazardous fashion, bringing 
messages and letters from the outside world 
to the beleaguered people. , 

The runners were paid for their services 
mainly in kind, mostly with cattle, as Mr. 
Charle1s Weir, who was an accountant at the 
Standard Bank during the siege, has told me. 
The magistrate, Mr. Ch. Bill, had the job of 
settling with the mail runners. · 

(2) There were, however, also numerous 
instances where officers, war correspondents 
and other·s who could afford it, employed mail 
runners individually at their own expense. A 
certain check and system was of course em
ployed with regard to this mail, too; the letters 
were usually written on thin rice-tissue paper 
which was numbered, folded very small and 
enclosed in little home-made envelopes. A 
pack of such "Kaffirgrams" as they have been 
called (see the brief r·eferences in William 
Harding's boook "War in South Africa," Chi
cago, 1900) was easy to handle and to hide. 
The runners carried them in small leather mail 
bags or concealed them about their clothing. 
Frequently they hid them in the soles of their 
boots which were manufactured and made hol
low for this purpo•se (see "Stanley Gibbons 
Monthly Journal," July 31, 1900, p. 4). In 
some cases, empty cartridge cases were used 
as containers for mail, as Mr. Weir has in
formed me. 

Very few of ·such "Kaffirgrams" seem to 
have been preserved. Except for numberings 
and other small marks, there is no official 
marking on them, and any such item nowadays 
requires some authoritative proof for its 
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genuineness. I have an exa!llple b_ut it d~es 
not lend itself to reproduction owmg to its 
worn appearance and_ rather faded wr~tings. 

( 3) With the contmuance ,of the siege, ~e 
military authorities permitted in a mag~am
mous spirit that a certain number of private 
letters could be taken along by their runners. 
Such letters were in mo'St cases posted at the 
Post Office which, for the time being, was 
carrying on practically in the same style as 
before the siege, except for the despatch of 
mail. The military authorities exercised. ~f 
course their right ,of censorship, but the ~ivil 
postmaster in these early stages of the siege 
regarded himself as responsible only to the 
Head Office in Cape Town, selling the ordinary 
Cape stamps as usual on behalf of th_e civil 
postal authorities. He en~ered all _monies ~·e
ceived in the usual way with the view of giv
ing account to the Postmaster-General as soon 
as the siege would be lifted. 

Some of the civilian letter-writers conformed 
to the official directions to keep the mail
matter as small and as unobtrusive as possible 
for the reasons stated. Others just did not 
care and sent their letters in ordinary-sized 
envelopes. Some people after obtaining the 
usual Cape stamps from the post office, affixed 
them on their mail, but handed the letters on 
direct to the military authorities so that such 
mail was dispatched with uncancelled unde
faced stamps. Some people even omitted to 
affix any stamps at all, taking advantage of 
the general lax conditions of the postal ar
rangements. The military authorities were in 
general lenient in the case of such shortcom
ings on account of the general hardships the 
population had to endure, and dispatched this 
civilian mail through their runners as far as 
possible. 

3.-EVENTS AND REASONS LEADING TO 
THE INAUGURATION OF A SPECIAL 
WELL - ORGANISED MILITARY POSTAL 

SERVICE. 

As the 'Siege dragged on longer than was 
originally expected, the provisional postal ar
rangements and the er'ratic nature of the ser
vice proved to be more and more unsatisf ac
tory. Some definite, well-organised and well
scheduled arrangement of postal facilities 
'Seemed indicated and overdue. 

Events beyond the beleaguered town de
veloped so as to be favourable for such a com
plete re-organisation of postal affair's. After 
General French had relieved Kimberley in Feb
ruary 1900 and Lord Roberts was maturing 
his plan's for his historic march to Pretoria, 
the Boer leaders found it necessary to with
draw a number of their men from Mafeking 
to strengthen their lines on the Modder. Thus, 
the cordon around Maf eking loosened, allowing 
for m,ore regular arrangements .and more fr·e
quent despatches to be made. In particular 
it became possible now to give the servicing 
of civilian mail proper attention. 

Another fav,ourable event was the approach 
of the Rhodesian relief forces under Col. 
Plumer, which at the beginning of March, 

were only 30 miles away . f_rom the besieg~d 
Mafeking. This fact facilitated matters m 
general and shortened the journeys the run
ners had to make. 

It was now considered that the irregular, 
lax conditions as they had existed with regard 
to the civilian mail in the early stages, were 
no longer tenable, seeing that relief could still 
not be expected for months! to come. ' 

After all, the military authoritie1s argued, 
it was not fair and correct that they should 
receive . practically nothing in return for their 
service of dispatching civilian mail. It was 
only proper that now arrangements should be 
made to the effect that civilians contributed 
to the postal amenities: they received from the 
military authorities. 

There wa'SI in; particular that conflicting re
lationship of two independent _postal authori
ties operating next to each other, the civilian 
postmaster's office and the military authori
ties. This was an unsatisfactory 'State of 
aff air•s. So far it had been the tendency of 
Baden-Powell, the commander, to interfere as 
little as possible with the civil postmaster and 
with whatever busines1s he still could conduct. 
But now, with the uncertain continuance of the 
siege, it had to be considered that the actual 
dispatch of the mail was effected by the mili
tary authorities at great expense. If they 
had to attend to the main job of postal ser
vice, it wasi only right that they 'should take 
matters in hand more authoritatively, with 
the civil postmaster subordinated. 

Another contributory factor which led to 
the re.:..organisation and to the issue of stamps, 
wa1s the need for a "local" mail service which 
was mentioned earlier in this chapter. This 
service became .acute when the defence chain 
of outposts and forts was completed and was 
manned by men who had to be at their posts 
for weekis on end. These men and their people 
in town clamoured for a well-scheduled ser
vice to be able to keep in touch with each 
other. 

The main cause for the issue of special 
sta:mps, however, was provided by the runners 
themselve1s. First of all, their compensation 
with the usua\ heads of cattle became proble
matical w:hen stocks dwindled more and more 
and were not available even for meagre rations 
for the population. 

But the major problern arose when the run
ners started to strike and to refuse to go out 
on their dangerous missions for fear of being 
killed. Too many of them had paid with their 
l~ves for trying to deliver mail. The ,only 
possibility of persuading them to carry on 
was by offering them dazzling sums 0£ money. 
The authorities considered ways and means 
of how to obtain the extra needed revenue to 
be able fo pay 'Such high sums to the runners. 
At last they decided on the time-honoured 
method by which, for 60 years, autho1rities had 
obtained money for the conveyance of letters 
-the issue o.f stamps to pay for the service. 

(To be continued.) 
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WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
MONDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of ... stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M1

• THOMPSON' JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

QUALITY -THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 

If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 
BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
' British Empire stamps from Queen Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

57 
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PHILATELY IN ENGLAND. 

CORRECTIONS 

The only justification for the article ap
pearing in the January number of the "So_uth 
African Philatelist" under the above headmg, 
might be the extreme youth of the author, 
but in fairness to English collectors a few 
corrections of fact should be made. 

Firstly, the Congress Paper was read by 
the well-known (except to Mr. Cohen) col
lector, Mr. W. H. S. Cheavin, F.R.P.S.L., 
whose experiments in the use of X-Rays for 
the detection of forgeries have achieved some 
startling results. 

Secondly, the author took his account of 
Congress from the report of the 1946 (not 
1940) Congress at Brighton, and entirely ig
nored the "shake-up" administered there, and 
continued at Birmingham in 1947. Congress 
is more "live" to-day than it has ever been 
before, and the "saucepan" jibe is obsolete. 

Thirdly, the author obviously did not attend 
the B.P.E. 1947. I compiled the "Cavalcade 
of Postage Stamps", which was an attempt 
to show non-collectors what there was in 
this curious hobby, and can assure your 
readers that "stamp-snakes, fire-screens, cock
tail cabinets" and the like were conspicuous 
by their absence. The "wall-paper" was ac
tually put up in 1841, and was displayed as 
the "World's First Stamp Collection", because 
it has One Penny Blacks and Reds stuck on 
it in a tasteful pattern. 

Fourthly, the author betrays his ignorance 
by mentioning the "Stamp Mirror" as the 
only philatelic newspaper, forgetting that 
"Stamp Collecting" is also a newspaper, and 
has been published weekly since 1913, with 
only one gap of two weeks in 1947 caused 
by Mr. Shinwell. 

Fifthly, Mr. Cohen's plea for a "Central 
Body" in London would be very severely cri
ticised by collectors outside that omnivorous 
capital. 

The B.P.A. has tried to be that central 
body, and has only succeeded in turning it
self into a Quasi-Government Department. 
It is the feeling of the general stamp-collect
ing public that too much centralisation spoils 
their hobby, and they have the disconcerting· 
(to certain persons) habit of asking "Cui 
Bono?" when these high-falutin~ schemes are 
mooted. Congress has survived only because 
it is so loose an organisation, and any at
tempts ot "tighten it up" have failed. The 
last remark of Mr. Cohen's article is rather 
unfortunate in view of the announcement in 
December of the issue of three new Com
memorative sets for 1948. It is only fair 
to other collectors to say that the issue of 
these sets, timed to coincide with the expiry 
of the American loan, has not been altogether 
welcomed by us, even though the need for 
a few hundred thousand dollars is so pressing. 

ANTONY WALKER, D.S.O. 

OBITUA,RY 

A. E. BASDEN, M.B.E., F.R.P.S.L. 
Many stamp collectors in South Africa and 

elsewhere will learn with deep regret of the 
death of A. E. Basden, for he had the knack 
of making philatelic acquaintances his friends. 

In him ,one of the really big figures of South 
African philately has passed away; he attained 
prominence not only through his first class 
research work but for the unsparing efforts 
he put into the organising side of philately. 
Whilst resident in Pretoria he was very pro
minently associated with the local Philatelic 
Society, having been its President for more 
than one term, and was also a prime mover 
in bringing about the union of the various 
philatelic societies in Southern Africa into a 
Federation and in getting them started on 
research work. He served the Federation well 
in such capacities as Chairman of its Per
manent Executive Committee and as. first 
editor of its journal "The South African Phil
atelist." 

His research work in those days was largely 
on Transvaal stamps and Transvaal postal his
tory, reflected in a number of articles in the 
"S.A. Philatelist" and in his joint work with 
J. H. Curle, published by the Royal Philatelic 
Society in 1940 and awarded the Crawford 
medal. 

After his retiral from Pretoria to Durban 
he continued his activities with the Philatelic 
Society of Natal, and became senior editor 
of the Catalogue of the Stamps of the Union 
of South Africa, sponsored through that 
society on behalf of the Philatelic Federation. 

He had .a serious illness some little time 
back and recovered sufficiently well to attend 
the recent Gongress of the Federation in East 
London. His friends were delighted to see 
him there, and his election to the S.A. Roll of 
Honour of Distinguished Philatelists .and 
award of the Skinner Cup for the best work 
done for philately since the preceding Con
gress, were received with universal acclama
tion. 

In letters received from him since the Con
gress he stated that he was feeling all the 
better for his trip there, and that he had 
finished the manuscript of an Addendum to the 
Union Catalogue. He was also responsible for 
the draft of the short article on "Dubious 
Union Stamps" which appears in this issue. 

All things considered we were looking for
ward to much future activity from A.E.B.'s 
pen .and to continued friendship, but, alas, it 
was not so written in the Book ,of Fate. 

Our sincerest sympathy goes out to Mrs. 
Basden and to their family. 

NEW ZEALAND 
The four Otago Centenials, ld., 2d., 3d. and 

6d. previ,ously noted as due, were issued on 
23rd February, and specimens of them have 
arrived. As is usual with New Zealand's 
stamps they are pleasing in appearance and 
well produced by Bradbury, Wilkinson & Co. 
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THE GE-N 
STAMP BOX 

(W. II. Winde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to Messrs. Ward & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

Royal Silver Wedding Stamps 
26th APRIL, 1948 

Book Your Orders Now 
ENVELOPES: Specially designed at 4d. 

each. Send your Pen Friends one. 
FIRST· DAY COVERS, specially de-

signed. Cancelled First Day of Issue. 

ENVELOPE with Pair, 1/3; Blocks 4, 
2/-, of Union of South Africa and South 
West Africa. MINT, Union of South 
Africa and South West Africa,. pairs 8d., 

Blocks 4 at 1/3. 
GREAT BRITAIN: £1 and 2M. at 25/-. 

Please Add Postage 

As . 

SPECIALISTS IN 
CONTINENTAL STAMPS 
We are the best and most reliable 

source of supply for you 

Ask for our price list for Austria, 
Germany and Czechoslovakia, 
or-better still-send us your want 
lists for these, and all other 
European countries. They will 

be promptly executed 

ALPHA ST AMPS 
LIMITED 

93 Baker Street, London, W.1., England 

Wedding Id 

Sta111ps of Great Britain 

I 
The Silver 

Orders can now be accepted for the above 
impending new issue comprising 2¼d. and £1 
values. These are expected to be issued on 
April 26th, and we are prepared to supply 
mint and used sets or singles, pairs and blocks, 
according to clients' require'ments, as follows: 

Mint, at 10% over Face Value. 
First Day Covers, 25 % over Face Value. 
Used, at 20% over Face Value. 

Special Terms to 'I'rade 

Cash with order. Payment by Bankers' Draft 
or International Money Order. 

We are also prepared to accept orders on similar 
terms for the new Olympic Games Issue, 21d,, 

3d., 6d. and 1/- values. 

BRITI!SH SPECIALISTS 

11 REGENT SL CHELTENHAM, 
ENGLAND 

Established 30 years 
Publishers of The Philatelic Adviser, 8d. monthly 

~™mmm:I.III 

~-

NEWFouNDLAND~ ... ,el 

A FEW OFFERS FROM STOCK T'HAT MAY 
HELP YOU TO FILL UP SOME GAPS 

ALL MINT ,.. 

S.G. Our S.'G. Our Ii 
No. Price No. Price "'I 
89 5/0 171 7 /6 I 
97 1016 113 6/o ! I 
98 11/0 177 12/6 I I 
99 10/6 178 7/6 

l00A 27/6 183 3/3 
119 30/0 184 3/0 
12.0 25/0 185 8/0 
121 10/0 188 5/1) 
122 30/0 189 14/0 
124 27 /6 192 6/0 
125 30/0 193 16/0 
127 32/6 195 4/6 
135 10/6 202 (s~arc~) 7/6 
136 10/6 203 25/0 
137 7 /6 2:04 16/0 
138 14/0 205 9/0 
140 20/0 206 30/0 

m 2~ji i m ~~j~ 
147 4/0 214 7/6 

Postage extra on orders under 10/-

Want Lists of All Other Newfoundland 
Stamps Welcomed 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers for 65 Years) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 
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TRISTAN DA CUNHA 
The S.S. "Pequena" arrived back at Cape 

Town on March 14, bringing the Development 
Expedition back after six weeks research 
into fishing and agricultural possibilities. They 
were in the neighbourhood of the nearby 
Nightingale and Inaccessible Islands, also the 
more distant Gough Island, as well as on 
Tristan itself. 

They report the fish fauna of these waters 
as being of South American type, not South 
African. 

During the period of their visit, death laid 
rather a heavy hand on the island; the padre, 
Rev. A. Handley, and the "headwoman", Mr::.. 
Repetto, passing away. There was also an 
outbreak of an influenza-like epidemic, which 
the islanders called, probably correctly, the 
"Pequena sickness," and two of them died 
as a result of that. 

The "Pequena" brought a mail, but there 
is nothing philatelically new to report about 
it. Mr. Douglas Armstrong gives a very good 
short history of posts from the island in the 
10th January issue of "Stamp Collecting". 
He appears to have slipped up, however, in 
attributing a certain Paquebot mark (figured) 
to the island. This mark, although it may 
appear on Tri,stan covers, is also well known 
on covers from a variety of other places. It 
was probably applied at Cape Town. 

GERMANY 
"Philatelic Equator" reports the issue of 

two denominations, making the Baden series 
of the French Zone complete. These are a 
20 pfg. with a head of Grien as on the 75 
pf g. and a 60 pfg. with a head of Habel as 
on the 12 pfg. stamp. 
~ 3 pf_g. has appeared in the Wurtemburg 

series with a picture of Holderlin as on 
the 45 pfg. stamp, also a 2 pfg. (Schiller) 
and a 10 pfg. (Wangen). A further four 
denominations may be expected to make this 
series of 13 complete. 

Five more values appeared on February 1 
of the general issue for all zones other than 
the French one, 10, 15, 30 and 50 pfg., and 
5 mark. Nobody likes this issue, out they 
have to use it. 

Curre_ncy reforms seem to be likely in all 
zones; 1f they occur the postal authorities 
(as in Austria) will put out new stamps on 
the day the currency reform comes into effect. 
This is to prevent stamp hoarding as a 
method of saving money. 

Designs of two special commemoratives 
for the 700th anniversary of Cologne Cathe
dral, ha~e been published, but it is not cer
tain if they have been finally approved. One 
shows the Devil seated on the artist's model 
stool, the other a head of the Virgin as it 
appears in the choir window. 

We are being blitzed with communications 
from firms and private individuals in Ger
ma~y '<?ff ering exchanges of news and stamps. 
It 1s impossible to notice them all in our 

columns, but if anyone wishes to get in touch 
with Germany for barter or exchange, we 
will gladly forward some of the propositions 
we have received. 

VERY OLD CAPE "POST OFFICES" 

The Austrian paper, "Neue Sammlerschau", 
prints an article of South African interest 
in which the early use of a "pillarbox" in 
South Africa is reported by Johann Albrecht 
von Mandelslo, who, together with Adam 
Olcarius, in 1633 travelled on instructions 
of the duke Frederick III of Schleswig-Hol
stein round the Cape to Persia. They re
corded in a book published in 1650 that let
ters (actually travel-teports) were deposited 
under a special stone at Caput Bonae and also 
at St. Helena Cabon De Bo Esperanza. In 
this connection reference may be made to 
an article on the "Fairest Cape" in the 
"Star" (20.1.1948), in which mention is made 
of letters posted in a slipper hung-- up in a 
milkwood tree at Munro Bay (Mossel Bay), 
in the shadow of Cape St. Blaize, considered 
by some to be the true Cape of Good Hope. 

DUBIOUS UNION STAMPS 

At the recent East London Congress it was 
noted with regret, and the Philatelic Federa
tion of Southern Africa deplores the number 
and v.ariety of dubiou1s Union and S. W .A. 
stamps now being offered for sale. Collectors 
are warned against purchasing items of doubt
ful origin which may fall into ,one or other 
of the following categories:-

1. Freaks of various kinds which normally 
are picked out by the printer''Sr checkers and 
.are destroyed as "printer's waste," but which 
have• somehow or other escaped destruction 
and have c,ome on the market. 

2. Similar items which have escaped the 
checkers' notice, have been distributed through 
the po1st-office, and sold over the counter. 

These must be accepted as genuine, but 
their recognition and separation from Group 1 
is often very difficult. Their identification 
usually rests on the word of one individual
the one who is lucky enough to buy them at 
some post office-and when he part1s with them 
their separation from Group 1 may be impos
sible. 

3. Stamps on abnormal paper not definitely 
listed in the Federation's Union Catalogue 
should be regarded with grave suspicion. 

4. Stamps which may be perfectly genuine 
so far as their printing is concerned, but which 
havei never been on sale to the public at any 
post office. Certain tete-beche varieties shown 
in the Postal Administration's exhibit at East 
London fall into this Group. 

As some of these tete-beches appear to have 
got into private hands we wonder if the P,01stal 
Authorities would not consider putting them 
on sale; this procedure has been followed in 
other countries in similar circumstances. 

5. Overprints, double and inverted, 'Some of 
which may be forgeries. 

PHILATELIC FEDERATION 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
SG SG SG SG SG 
1 ,:, . . . . 2/0 45a 2/0 78 U .. . . 3/0 108 0/4 02 2/6 . . .. 79 9/6 . . . . .. . . 
lU* . . . . 1/9 50 U 1/2 .. . . 108 U 0/3 03 U * 1/6 .. . . . . . . . . . . 79 U 10/6 2 * . . .. 2/0 51 U 1/8 . . .. '109 0/8 07 10/0 . . .. 80 2/0 . . . . . . . . 
2U* .. .. 1/9 52 U . . . . 4/9 sou 

. . .. 
2/0 109 U . . . . 0/6 09 . . . . 1/0 

3a '~ . . 0/9 53 U 8/3 .. .. 110 1/0 010 3/6 .. . . .. 81 3/0 . . . . . . . . 3a U ~• .. 0/3 57 2/0 . . .. llOU 1/3 013 0/8 . . .. 81 U 3/0 .. . . . . . . 
9 * . . . . 10/3 65 1/0 .. .. 111 0/3 020 6/0 . . . . 82 2/0 . . . . . . .. 
9a * . . . . 2/0 65 U 0/6 .. . . 111 U 0/2 020 U 5/0 . . .. 82 U 2/0 . . . . . . . . 9b * . . . . 2/0 66 1/0 .. . . 112 0/6 021 6/6 .. . . 83 3/6 . . . . . . . . 10 ,:, .. .. 0/6 67 21/0 .. .. 112 U 0/6 023 0/4 . . .. 83 U 3/6 . . . . . . . . 12 * . . . . 1/8 67 U . . .. 21/0 .. . . 113 . . . . 0/9 025 . . . . 0 4 12 U ,, . . . . 0/9 68 22/6 84 .. . . 5/3 113 U 0/9 025U 0/3 . . .. 84 U 6/0 .. . . . . . . 14 ,:, . . . . 2/6 68 U . . . . 20/0 . . .. 

D2 "' . . . . 0/9 026 . . . . 1/0 
16 * . . .. 2/0 69 sheet . . 3/6 Large Wars, D2 U '~ . . 0/7 O26a . . . . 0/9 
16 U * . . . . 0/3 70 sheet . . 3/0 all pairs (½d . D4U':' . . 0/9 ow . . . . 0/9 17 U ,., . . .. 0/3 71 . . .. 0/2 to 1/-) . . 17/6 D6 * . . . . 6/6 027 U . . . . 0/4 18 U * . . .. 0/2 71 U .. .. 0/2 Small D6 U * . . 6/6 O28a U . . .. 1/0 21 U ,:, .. . . 2/0 72 0/4 War, D7* 70/0 029 U 1/6 . . . . pairs an d . . . . .. .. 25 ,., .. . . 2/3 72 U 0/4 D8* 0/10 . . .. .. .. strips, ½d . to 25 U '~ . . .. 0/5 73 0/6 D9 * 1/4 And many others, .. .. 1/- (8 items) 8/6 . . . . 2.6 * .. .. 2/6 73 U .. .. 0/7 Do., used 6/6 Dll * .. . . 0/5 for which I may 
27 * . . . . 6/0 74 . . . . 1/0 .. Dl3 * . . . . 1/3 be able to send 27 U ,., . . .. 7/6 74 U . . . . 1/2 104 . . .. 4/0 D14 '~ . . . . 0/10 quotations. 30 .. 0/6 75 . . .. 4/6 104 U . . . . 3/0 D18 * . . . . 0/6 33E or A* .. 1/6 75 U . . .. 5/6 104 U single D21 "' . . . . 2/0 .Just put your wants 
33EU•' .. 1/2 76 . . . . 1/6 . . 1/0 D22 * . . . . 0/2 (SG Nos. only) on a (either) 
33A U'-' .. 1/2 76 U . . . . 2/0 105 . . . . 0/2 D30 * . . . . 0/8 card a n d state 
40 U * .. .. 3/6 77 2/3 105 U 0/2 D31 strip 0/3 whether mint or used . . . . . . . . . . 
43aa .. . . 80/0 77U 2/6 106 0/3 D32· strip 0/4 are needed. . . . . . . . . . . 
43aa U .. 80/0 78 . . 3/3 106 U 0/2 01 4/0 . . . . . . . . . . 

Mint unless otherwise stated. Those marked with an asterisk are single stamps. All others are in hori-
zontal bilingual pairs or (for the Small Wars) strips. Cash with order. Postage extra under 5/-. Subject 
to stock. 

R. T. LILLEY, 
7 HANNIBAL STREET, KENSINGTON, JOHANNESBURG. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

It's great news that Gibbons have decided to publish a catalogue devoted entirely 
to K.G. VI stamps, for an authoritative catalogue-not one based on wishful thinking
was badly needed, and as it is also announced that there should be enough to go round, 
all in the garden is indeed lovely with the most important group of stamps in the 
whole philatelic world. 

In truth British Empire stamps of the present reign have certainly come into their 
own with a vengeance. 

Let us be quite candid. We ourselves have been so busy selling these fascinating 
issues that we have never had time to edit a catalogue of our own; though countless 
customers have been urging us to do so for years, but when Gibbons decide to use 
their entire paper quota on the stamps which we sell, we rest satisfied for the 
time being, for thus has the seal of their s·upreme importance been stamped on these 
issues for good and all. 

And what of the future? Do you collect these stamps? If you do please send us 
an air-card and by air-mail we will send you a copy of our price-list which covers the 
most comprehensive stock of K.G. VI stamps in the hands of any single firm of stamp 
dealers in the world. Tall talk eh? Just send for a copy and be convinced. We are 
hardly likely to make such a statement when any bluff could be so easily called. 

If, however, you are thinking,of taking Up these issues for the first time, we will 
gladly send you a copy of our new brochure, telling you all about them, and we are 
assured by those who have already seen a copy that tyros and old hands alike find 
our booklet of great value, but the edition is limited, so don't delay. There is no 
charge, but you must apply by air-mail. Life is too short for sea-mail transactions in 
these days. 

~be <!ommonltlealtb ~tamp <!op., 
7, JLcatbcr JLanc, l.iberpool 2: <fnglanb. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 
According to the "Philatelic Trader " the 

British Post Office has at last realised that 
there is a large body of people who collect 
stamps, and the P.O. is likely to go into the 
'Stamp business in a big way. 

The three special issues of stamps have al
ready been noted; now it is possible that there 
will be an official c,over and a first-day cover 
service. The P.O. realised there would be a 
demand for first-day covers and asked the 
B.P.A. how this should be met. The B.P.A. 
h_as ~ad~ suggestions to the P.O. and con
sider 1t likely 1something will be done in the 
matter. 

The 30th Philatelic Congress of Great Bri
tain will be held at Bournemouth on 25-28 
~fay; the Linden Hall Hydro being the head
quarters' hotel. 

The memorial to Fred J. Melville which is 
to take the step of bringing his ~ost note
worthy publication t:p,o·stage Stamps in the 
}faking" complete and up-to-date, has now 
rea~I:ed h_alf-w~y to the £1,000 target. The 
1~ev1s10n 1s bemg undertaken by Mr. John 
Eas~on, a master printer already known phil
~tehc.ally ~s the author of "British Postage 
Stamp J?e1s1gn. If any surplus funds accumu
late it 1s proposed to utilise the interest on 
them for Melville Prizes. 

AMATEUR OR PROFESSIONAL . 
One of the qu~lific~tions . for membership 

of t!:ie Royal Philatelic Society is that the 
applicant must be a bona fide amateur and 
doe_s . 1,1ot indulge in professional philatelic 
activities. 

A recent article in the "London Philatelist" 
gives the Society's definition of amateur 
st~tus and it may be of interest to quote 
tl11s, even though few other societies so limit 
their membership. The following actions 
preclude a member from claiming to be an 
amateur:-

1. The purchase of philatelic material with 
the intention of resale for profit. 

2. 1:he fina1;1-cing of a purchase of philatelic 
material agamst a share in the profits on 
resale. 

3 .. The use of a mailing list as a means 
of disposal of philatelic material. 

4. The conduct of an exchange club or 
packet for personal financial gain. 

_5 .. The request for, or acceptance of, com
m1ss10n or other pecuniary advantage from 
s~amp ~ealers, auctioneers or private indi
viduals m return for philatelic business in
troduced to them. 

Paid literary activities, either as author or 
publisher do not constitute an infrino-ement 
of the rules relating to amateur stati;s. 

The purchase and sale of philatelic mate
rial, during the normal course of buildino- up 
a collection or of disposing of one in .;hich 
the owner is no longer interested, is a justi
fiable procedure by an amateur. 

INDIA 
Two Gandhi mourning stamps, of 2~ and 12 

annas denominations, have been announced as 
going to be issued. 

STAMPS OR GUM? 
At the Congress of the Philatelic Federa

tion of Southern Africa held in East London, 
14-18 January, 1948, the following resolution 
was adopted: 

"Congress is of opinion that in view 
of the danger known to exist due to the 
reaction of gum, unused stamps with the 
gum washed off should be classified as mint 
stamps and there should be no difference 
in value for stamps with or without gum." 
This resolution is perhaps not worded so 

felicitously as it might have been, but is 
meant to express the adherence of many of 
the leading stamp collectors in Southern 
Africa to the world-wide movement in favour 
of unused stamps being collected with the 
gum washed off. 

The principal reason for this movement 
is because of the acknowledged risk of many 
stamps being ruined in the not_ very distant 
future if they are kept with the gum left on 
them. 

A minor advantage will be the artded ease 
of handling them, especially in moist warm 
climates, and diminished risk of dam-age 
through cockling and sticking. 

It is realised that it is impossible to advise 
collectors immediately to wash the gum off 
all their unused stamps, so long as the present 
disproportionate prices rule as between those 
with original gum and those without it. 

It is hoped, however, that the principle 
may be universally adopted before the day 
it is forced on collectors by their stamps being 
ruined through the action of the gum on the 
paper. ~► 

-Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. 

TIERRA DEL FUEGO 
Mr. A. de Cock has a short note in "Le 

Phi1ateliste Belge" in which are mentioned 
some facts about this one-stamp country which 
we have not noticed recorded before. 

Issued on Argentine territory by "King 
Popper." the stamps were not recognised by 
Argentine, although Chile accepted them. Per

. haP'S this is why they have been listed under 
Chile by Gibbons. 

Several place-name µostmarks on the 
stamps are recognised, but this is the first 
recording- we have seen of a double circl,e mark 
with "Colonia Popper" between the circles. 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA FAKES 

The "Philatelic Trader" reports "used" 
copies of the scarce K.G.V. ls. 6d. (S.G. 24 
and 24a) which have been fiscally used, 
cleaned and re-postmarked. They are not 
very cleverly done, the yellow being very faded 
and the block stands out very much; the 
postmark also is in too grey an ink. 

( Concluded from p. 68) 
Of particular interest is the fact that the Society 

presented to Field ::\Iarshal Viscount Montgomery a 
complete set of the stamps of Southern Rhodesia in 
used condition, prepared at the request of the Field 
Marshal himself. 
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DOUGLAS 

ROTH B,P.A, 

for 

CLASSIC 

ISSUES 
of all countries 

20 ELM PARK COURT 

PINNER, MIDDLESEX 

ENGLAND 

Est. 1936. 

~-····p·H·1iATELiS'TS!7 
+ - t 

!
! of ~~!t so!~nirsY~Uyou~nf~:rite j 

country? ! 
"WORLD AIR POSTS" t 

will tell you! It is a priced Digest of 
the Air Post and Aviation Souvenirs of 

t nearly 200 countries, with 22 pages of 
t coloured and other illustrations: ordi
l nary edition, 3/6 sterling (U.S.A. 70c.). 
+ Extra-Illustrated Edition containing 
t additional pages of actual foreign air 
+ stamps, souvenirs, etc. ( value 9 /-) for 

t
+ 10/- sterling (U.S.A. $2). 

Special, Limited Edition, as above but 
! with actual foreign air stamps, covers, 
+ souvenirs, etc. (value 40/-) on supple
! mentary pages, for 25/- (U.S.A. $5). 
♦ 

i F. J. FIELD, 

Are You 
Alive 
to the fact that it is becoming increas- , 

ingly difficult to obtain good copies of 
19th Century BRITISH COLONIALS at 
reasonable prices? 

I specialise in the Classic issues of 
G. BRITAIN, Canada, Cape of G. Hope, 
Ceylon, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
etc., and would be pleased to send 
general or specialised selections on ap
proval to S. African Collectors against 
Home references. 

"Every Stamp an Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

t 
17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 

Middlesex England i 

If you Collect · 
British Colonials-

You will profit by the first-hand information brought 
to you unfailingly by 

for 2li years the recognised NEWSpaper of the 
Stamp World. 

Numbers of South African Philatelists already benefit 
by its up-to-the-minute News Service and inside Market 

"tips," straight from London's Strand. 

Knowledge is Power ! Can you afford 
not to be "in the know"? It costs only 
20/- yearly, for 52 numbers, bursting with 
BARGAINS, that will save you Pounds in 

the long-run. 

Don't Delay - Send Your Sub. To-day, to : 

STAMP COLLECTING LTD., 
(Philatelic Publishers) 

27 Maiden Lane, Strand, 
London, W .C.2. 

(Obtainable in S. Africa through Central 
News, Globe Stamp Co., Capetown, and 

Agents) 

Introductory Copy, free, on request. 
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i::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~i~i:~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::1 
BILLIG'S PHILATELIC HANDBOOK, Vol. II, 

revised edition, 1948. Fritz Billig, Jamaica 
3, New York. Price 3.50 dollars. 
A difficult book to review, on account of the 

variety of the contents; we have not seen Vol. 
I, but from statements in this volume we 
gather it is also a mixed grill. 

The greater part of this volume is a Phil
atelic Dictionary which gives definitions of 
philatelic terms, translations of inscriptions, 
overprints, etc., found on stamps, statistics 
and short accounts of stamp issuing terri
tories, etc., etc. This alone makes the volume 
a worth-while one for collectors. There are 
a few omissions and inaccuracies regarding 
some African territories which are very ob
vious to South African readers, but otherwise 
the definitions and descriptions are good. 

Other short articles include an illustrated 
list of unusual U.S. cancellations (animals, 
birds, fraternity emblems and flags); illustra
tions of faked grills on U.S. stamps; forgeries 
of Batum and of the Luxemburg 10 fr. green 
miniature sheet; and a long list of the locali
ties of the various types of numeral cancella
tions of Belgium. 

CHECK TO THE FORGERS, Erich Haide, 
(24a) Balje tiber Stade, British Zone, Ger
many. 
According to the prospectus, the market is 

swamped with forgeries and this is .an attempt 
to make them known. The first volume deals 
almost entirely with forgeries of World War 
II issues, in various parts of Europe. Ex
tracts from the text and illustr.ations indicate 
that the work is well done. 

As money cannot be remitted to Germany 
f1,om abroad, the publisher will supply copies 
on an exchange basis, e.g., 8 copies for a com
plete Gibbons 1947 catalogue, or 6 for a com
plete 1946 one; 2 copies for any complete 
year (1942 to 1947) of ''Gibbons Stamp 
Monthly," "Stamp Collectors Fortnightly," 
etc., etc.; 3 copies for any similar complete 
year of the "South African Philatelist," etc., 
etc. 

SWITZERLAND 
There has just arrived a set of 4 stamps,. 

up to the usual high Swiss standard, com
memorative of the centenary of their Con
stitution. They will be valid from February 
27 till the end of the year. The denomina
tions and subjects are: 5c, Wettstein, the 
Burgomaster of Basle in 1648; 10c, Castle 
of Neuchatel; 20c, Allegorical figure of Hel
vetia, and 30c, a design emblematic of the 
Confederation. 

USED G.B. and COLONIALS 
Scarce Sets and High Values 

Antigua, 1932 Tercentenary issue, 
complete . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . £23/10 

Ascension, 1934, ½d. to 5/-, complete £3/10 
Barbados, 1904-5, 2/6 violet & green £2 

1906 Nelson Centenary, complete set 
of 7 • • • . • • • • • • • • . . • • 

1918, 3/- green and violet, very fine 
Basutoland, 1933, ½d. to 10/- complete 
Br. Guiana, 1934-4·:I:, le. to $1, com-

plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

£3/15 
£2/10 
£6/10 

£7/10 
Canada, 1897 Jubilee, $2, $3, $4 and 

$5, good condition but heavy post-
marks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £27 /10 

Cayman Is., 1935, ½d. to 10/- com-
plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10/10 

Dominica, 1923-33, ½d . to £1, 21 
stamps, complete with colour 
changes. All lightly cancelled .. £15 

G.B., 1867-83, 5/-, pl. I, wmk. 1Ialtese 
Cross. ~entred to top . . . . . . £1/15 

Do.. £1. do. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £14 
Do., 5/-, blued paper, wmk. Anchor, 

well centred and nicely cancelled £1::'S/10 
Do., £5, white paper, wmk. Anchor, 

good appearance, but has silght 
imperfection • . . . • . . . . . . . 

1884, £1, W"'lllk. Crowns, fine speci-
men ................. . 

£12 

£10 
Do., wmk. Orbs., rather heavy pmk., 

cat. £2fi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £16/10 
1902-10, £1, K.E., superb. Datea 

19th .July, 1911 . . . . . . . . . . £4/5 
1913, £1, K.G., parcel post cancel-

lation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7 
Hong Kong, 1903, $10, K.E., wmk 

Crown C.A. . • • . . . . . . . . . £3/10 
Kenya, 1906-7, 10r., wmk. l\Iult. C.A. £7 /15 
New Guinea, 1931 Air set, ½d. to £1 

complete ............... . 
1935 Air, £2 and £5 ......... . 

Nigeria, 1936, t d. to £1 complete .. 
Sudan, 1935 General Gordon Com

£7 
£19 
£10 

mem., complete . . . . . . . . . . . . £14/10 
Swaziland, 1933, ½d. to 10/- complete £5/10 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 1884. 

7 Vigo Street, LONDON, W.I. 

[!11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!) 

Fine British (Jolonials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Medero issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
~-11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111••··••11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,fil 
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AUSTRALIA 
We are informed by the High Commis1sioner 

for Australia that in 1948 three commemora
tives will be issued, all of 2~d. denomination, 
each one featuring the personality to be hon
oured. The three personages are: 

1. Baron Sir Ferdinand V. Mueller, out
'Standing botanist who served his adopted 
country as few native-born Australians have 
done. 

2. W. J. Farrer, worthy of the highest tri
bute Australia could pay him for his breed
ing of strains of wheat that could defeat rust 
and drought. 

3. Henry Lawson, born Larsen, became one 
of the pre-eminent writers of Austr.;1.lian 
verses. 
Heard Island. 

"First-day covers" from the Austr.alian 
P.O. established •on Heard Island have arrived. 
The P.O. was opened for business on Christ
mas Day, 1947, very soon after the occupation 
of the island. 

The postmark is a large single line circle 
with "A.N.A.R.E. HEARD IS./ AUST." The 
initials stand for "Australian National An
tarctic Re1search Expedition." 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors -try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, · N. Rho
desia,. Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S.W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

S.W.A. mint blocks of dues and officials, 
also controls in strips of Union and 
Transvaal and other rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
Basutoland. Printings recently released to 

the Crown Agents show the M. bluish-green, 
the Hd. a deeper shade than before, and the 
6d. without the br,own tone present in the last 
printing, more like the colour of the 1945 
printing. 

Bechuanaland. "Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" 
reports that in printingts released to the 
Crown Agents in December the ld., Hd., 3d., 
6d. and 5s. values are all deeper in 'shade than 
before; the centre colour of the 2s. 6d. is car
mine, and that of the 10s. a warm shade of 
brown. 

Swaziland. The Robertson Stamp Coy., Jo
hannesburg, reports that 3d. Union Air Le_tter 
Forms have been overprinted "Swaziland" in 
red. 

General. A nice little bird, a wise old bird 
as a matter of fact, tells us (1) that there is 
going to be a Silver Wedding i 1ssue for all 
British Colonies, Protectorates, etc., 44 of them 
in all, and Ceylon making a 45th; (2) that 
there will be two stamps for each territory, of 
fairly high denominations, and (3) that the 
issue is expected about June. 

Current Nyasaland complete sets sup
plied at 10% over face, used; mint at 
5%. Also all obsoletes of Nyasaland, 
mostly mint. Apply: 

T. McMicking (P.T.S., B.P.A.), Lujenda, 
Cholo, Nyasaland. 

Will send 100 good British Cols. all dif
ferent in exchange for 2s. 6d. worth 
mint stamps of your country. 

H. Tucker, 13 Milton Crescent, Ilford, 
England. 

Great Britain. Silver Wedding M. or 
F.U. at 23s. Olympic Games, M. or 
F.U. at 2s. 6d. Channel Isles, M. or 
F.U. at 5d. Dealers ask for above at 
very competitive rates. 

D. L. {\.rcher, 4 Churchmead, N azeing, 
Essex, England. 

Great Britain. New issues ( Silver Wed
ding, Channel Islands), Olympic 
Game'S on covers or mint. Price 10 
per cent. over face value. 

Wurckheim, 96 Fairholt Road, London, 
N.16, England. 

Southern Cross Collectors' Club, founded 
1922. Be1st medium correspondence, 
exchange with collectors in many 

. lands, sells your duplicates, supplies 
new issues. 5s. yearly. 

H. J. Spicer, 44 Denmark Street, Kew, 
E. 4, Victoria, Australia. 

Dealers and collectors. For improving 
your business or collection .at a very 
low cost send 4d. in mint stamp of 
your country for free booklet giving 
full details. 

Philbro, 14 Haidar P.asha, Nicosia, 
Cyprus. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 
Royal 

Silver Wedding 
2½d. and £!---26th April , 1948. 

Comp., Mint or used, 25/- each.; do., 6 
sets or over at 10% on face. 

2M. value only, Mint per 100 (mini
mum, 24/-. 

Add 1/- to all above if required by air. 

1st Day Covers (Air), 26/- each; do. 
(bearing 5 2M. values only, by air), 
2/- each; do., per dozen covers, 17/6. 

D. G. MANTON 
(P.T.S.) TANSLEY, MATLOCK, 

DERBYSHIRE, ENGLAND 

E AS T.B O U R N E 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

-, 
I 

The best medium for the medium 
buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. 

All material entrusted to us is carefully lotted 
! in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 
Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

I

i 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN I___ SAFETY IN BUYING. 

Al I O Service 
and AD Deal 

WITH ACCENT ON SUBERB USED 
KING GEORGE VI COLONIALS 

--o--

1. 10 per cent Mint New Issue Service. 
2. Suberb Used British Colonials. 
3. "Wants Lists." All Issues. 

--0--

AIR MAIL POST FREE OVER £2. 

G. W. DALTON 
56S FELIXSTOWE ROAD, 

I P S W I C H, Eng. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always availab]e. Want lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. lVARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 
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~ETY NEWS I 
THE PRETORIA RAILWAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Headquarters: Berea Park Recreation Club. Meet
ings held every second "'ednesday in each month. 

The Pretoria Railway Philatelic Society was 
formed only last 8eptember and at their :.\larch 
meeting their first competition was held. 

The meeting ,vas well supported, there being 20 
members and 20 visitors in attendance, many of the 
latter being members of the Pretoria Philatelic 
Society who availed themselves of the opportunity 
to see what the Railwaymen were doing about 
postage stamps. 'l'hey were not disappointed as 11 
collections were entered for the competition, and 
the judges in the persons of Mr. A. Blick, Dr. H . 
Heisner and l\Ir. L. E. Orkin, all prominent _mem
bers of the Pretoria S1ociety, had difficulty in 
awarding the first prize, which was· eventually de
clared a tie between Mr. H. Bond and Mr. \V. 
Kriste. Third prize was awarded to Mr. J. Kriste 
and a special prize went to Mr. A. T. Naylor, a 
member who is domiciled in Johannesburg. 

The judges congratulated the Society for putting 
up such a fine show, and expressed the hope that 
the Society would sponsor many more such compe
titions. 

W.K. 

* 
TrtB PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 

President, l\Ir. G. Milner Palmer; Hon. Seo., )Ir. 
A. S. Maskell, P.O. Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 
319 Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban 
Camera Club, top Floor), 7.30 p.m. 

February meeting : Our meetings are becoming 
more popular every month in spite of the trying 
weather conditions. Mr. \Vinde read an official 
report of the delegates who attended Congress and 
l\Ir. Ovens gave a very interesting talk on the 
Exhibition at East London. Mr. Selwyn Smith intro
duced a quiz competition which was not only in
teresting but instructive and enjoyed by all. :.\Ir. 
IDvans exhibited his New Zealand stamps for the 
"P. C. Bishop Trophy." This collection created 
quite an interest, many good items being on display. 

\Ve recently had the pleasure of being entertained 
by the Pietermaritzburg Philatelic Society under the 
chairmanship of Mr. C. R. 'J'urner. Mr. Milner 
Palmer, our President, must have been very pleased 
with the turn out of 15 members that accompanied 
him to th~ Capital. We all spent a very profitable 
evening, and our thanks are due to P. M. B. tor 
their kind hospitality. We do trust that when visi
tors are in Durban they will make a point of eom
ing to see us. We extend to them a hearty welcome. 

Tht ordinary March meeting was well attended, 
the President welcoming quite a few visitors whom 
we are always happy to have with us. Visitors to 
Durban please note. Mr. Selwyn Smith entertained 
us again with his excellent quiz competition, which 
does show most of us up as to how little we do know 
of the stamps of the world. An exhibition of Malta 
for the P. C. Bishop Trophy was displayed by Mr. 
S. E. Grace, who is to be congratulated on the 
completeness, write up, and arrangement, particu
uarly the manner in which he described each sheet 
as it was lain lown. 

It is with much regret that we have to announce 
the death of Mr. A. EJ. Basden, M. B. E., 
l◄'.R.P.S.L., F.C.I.S. He was a keen student of 
Philately and one of the outstanding philatelists in 
the country. His loss is a great one to us all. We 
tender hts family our sincere and deep sympathy in 
their sad hour of trial. 

W.H.W. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Pre8ident, Mr. H. Snklje, Benoni; Hon. Secretary, 
Miss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O Box 572, Benoni; Meetings, 
Regent Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

At the February meeting reports were made on 
the Pretoria Society's Golden Jubilee Dinner and 
on the Bast London Congress and Exhibition. 

The exhibit for the evening was a fine one by 
the President of used K.G. YI issues. 

It was intimated that a proposal would come for
ward in April to hold the meetings in Brakpan in
sten d of in Benoni. 

S.O.J. 

* 
CAPB 'L'O,YX l'HIL.\.TELIC SOCII◄~TY 

President, C. G. :Mummery; Hon. Secretary, S. 
Kaganson, P.O. Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 

22nd January: ::\Ir. E. C. Solomon, our A to Z 
collector, tabled a collection of Turkey-and an al
most complete one at that-including the bisects,. 

)Ir. Solomon rounded off his display with an in
teresting talk as to how he came to collect the 
stamps of Turkey, and gave us some insight into 
1.hat remarkable character Kemal Ataturk who had 
modernised Turkey. 

)Ir. Simenhoff crossed swords with Mr. Solomon 
on certain points raised, and ,ve had an interesting 
discourse between law·yer and school master, ending 
up by 1\11.'. Simenhoff congratulating Mr. Solomon 
on his fine display and moving a vote of thanks. 

12tl1 February: There was a departure from the 
usual routine when ~fr. G-. \Y. Grey gave a talk 
entitled "Why I collect the stamps of New South 
\Yales," and very interesting this proved to be. 

Speaking without notes, ~Ir. Grey gave a re:smne 
of the Postal Histoi:y of thi:ai state and demonstrated 
that he not only collected the stamps, but also made 
a very deep study of those stamps. Mr. Cameron, 
in passing a vote of thanks, congratulated Mr. Grey 
on his fine and interesting talk, and suggested that 
all of us could follow the example set and make a 
dfeper study of the stamps we collected. 

Among the visitors at this meeting was l\Ir. 
.Jensen, President of the East London Society, who 
had so royally entertained delegates to the recent 
Congress, and he gave an "l•~xtra" by displaying a 
few pages of his unique collection of stamps cacll 
mounted with a relevant artistic surround made by 
l\Ir. Jensen himself. 

:.\Ir. ::.\Iummery exprPssed the thanks of all member:ai 
to ?\Ir. ,Jensen, and wished him "bon voyage" on his 
trip oversea. 

26th February: ")Iiscellaneous·• was the title of 
the display for the evening and ::\Ir. Rousseau was 
responsible. 

He departed somewhat from the usual trend of 
Pxhibitors, and on this occasion gave two displays; 
firstly, a specialised collection of Norway, and sec
ondly, the "Story of Architecture" from the earliest 
time as depicted on postage stamps. 

Both collections were enjoyed by all present, un
fortunately smaller than usual, <lne no doubt to 
the heat wave prevailing at that time. 

l\Ir. Rousseau gave some interesting notes on both 
displays, and his ideas of collecting stamps, laying 
part"icular stress on the side-line collection. 

11th March : There was an excellent attendance 
at this meetin~ to witness the display of Mr. W. 
Hesse, who gave us part 2 of his collection "Art and 
Artists." 

The stamps displayed depicted the theme of the 
display in its various phases, literature, painters. 
sculptors, architecture and ,music, and each single 
sta?JP displayed was carefully anotated according to 
wluch section it belonged. The display was enjoyed 
by all, but l\:lr. Hesse had more in store, and gave a 
most interesting paper dealing with his subject, a 
paper to which he must have devuted much time und 
thO!ught. 

It is hoped to publish this talk at some later 
da_te. Mr. Croxford extended a vote of thanks on 
behalf of the Society. 

B.L.C. 
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THE JEWISH Gl'II,D PHILATELIC SECTIOX 

Chairman, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, B. Joseph, 
143 London House, Loveday Street, Johannesburg: 
Meetings, last Thursday, Je,vish Guild Memorial 
Hall, Von Brandis Street. 

18th J\Iarch: This was the annual general meet
ing. Officers elected for the year wei·e : I. Isaacs 
(chair) , L. Buchen (vice-chair), B. Joseph ( hon. 
sec.-), Messrs. L. Froelich, B. Grossman and I I. 
Marcuson members of committee, with Dr. A. Kap
lan ex-officio. 

Exhibits consisted of a few sheets from each 
member. :!\Ir. Froelich shov;:ed German States and 
read a short paper ; l\Ir. N. l\Iann showed SeychellPs 
and Italian Colonies; l\Ir. ,L Joseph showed Bast 
. African Active Service Covers ; l\Ir. G. l◄Jconomides 
showed U.S.A. Classics ( including a double im
pression) ; Dr. A:. Kaplan showed Palestine Pro
paganda Labels; l\Ir. W. Oppenheim showed Lux
emburg, France and l'..S.A. : }lr. B. Joseph showed 
Used British Colonials ; l\Ir. L. Buchen showed 
German Zeppelin Stamp and Holland; l\Ir. I. Isaacs 
showed Combination 8tamp on Army Post Office 
Covers. Mr. Lilley spoke on the exhibits. 

I.I. 

* 
ORANGE FRRliJ wrA'T'FJ AND BASUTOLAND 

PHILATBLIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein ; Meetings, ard 
Fridays each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

The last few meetings were unfortunately not too 
well attended owing to various members being away 
on holiday or to the East London e-xhibition. How
ever, the flag was kept flying and some of the meet
ings were very interesting. The usual "three men" 
display was kept up, as far as possible, and special 
mention must be made of the following exhibits : 
Mr. Gus Smith's collection of stamps depicting all 
types of aeroplanes, well written up : Mr. A. G. 
Denne's fine collection of I~gyptian stamps ; Dr. K. 
Freund's collection of "Horse-racing on stamps" 
with 40 pages of stamps and entires dealing exclu
sively with this sport. 

The J\Iarch meeting was at the usual full strength 
with several visitors present. The first part of the 
e,,ening was taken up with informal stamp-chatting 
and swopping. The sales packets tabled by the 
Exchange Superintendent found ready customers. 
'['he display of the evenin_g was given ·by Dr. Freund, 
who showed excerpts oi his prize-winning collection 
of Mafeking stamps. Of special interest was an array 
of covt>rs, showing every denomination represented 
on at least one entfre. 

* 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 

President. Dr. A. Kaplan; Elon. Sec., Mr . .J. H. 
Jenkins, P.O. Box 4967: Meeti11!7S, 2nd Tuesdays and 
4th Mondays, Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

9th l\Iarch : Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie showed 
Swaziland. His exhibit included stamps of all the 
stages in the histort of this territory as well as 
covers of the pre-stamp ·period. In the stamps of 
the South African Republic regime there were sev
eral errors in the overprints including inveirt:ed 
overprint, "d" missing and "s" missing. There were 
some finf' specimens of inter-provincial stamps and 
Unions used in Swaziland. The definitive and com
memo1'ative issues were complete. This was the 
exhibit which had won first prize at the East Lon
don Exhibition. Mr. .J. Hurrell spoke on the col
lootion1. 

22nd J\Iarch : l\Ir. :r. W. Schubart showed Switzer
land. The exhibit included some fine examples of 
the olrler issues as well as a full range of the 
modern commemoratiYes and charity stamps. There 
,vere some tine flown covers, tete-beche and se-tenant 
varieties and some booklet panes. Commander Ji;noeh 
spoke on the exhiQit. I. I. 

PORT ELIZABETH PHILATELIC 8OCIETY 
President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., Mr. G. P. 

Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port J<llizabeth; .Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Dasement, at 7.45 p.m. 

17th February : Thirty members were present w:th 
:!\Ir. Forbes in the chair. There was no display so 
the talk was general. 

A photograph taken of the delegates at the Con
gress held in East London was displayed. Anyone 
wishing to purelrnse a copy ean still clo so by 
contacting Mr. l1'orbes. 

Two new members "·ere admitted to the Society. 
1\Cr. l!'orbes auctioned over 100 packets, and most 

of these were sold. 
16th March : The business meeting with a large 

attendance . 
It is with deep regret we have to announce the 

very sudden passing away of one of our most pro
minent members, Mr. Basil Jones, and all members 
stood· in silence as a token of respect. 

The display was in the hands of Mr. G. Bulbring, 
and .the country displayed was Germany, from 1872 
t,o present day issues. There was a set of nine 
stamps to commemorate the works of \Vaguer, :ind 
another of 1872 of the Deutches Reich with em
bossed eagles. There was also a set of Austria over
prints and other German Colonies. There were many 
fine airmails, one set of the ill-fate4 Zeppelin. 

The set of the 150th anniversary or the death of 
}Iozart wns very inte11,esting as it had a grand 
piano on beside his photograph. 

The gem of the display was three stamps, printed 
in ~ orth Africa for the Afrika Ko rps. These ha(l a 
palm tree and a swastika. One had the shadow 
of the palm at the side, in another the shadow was 
straight, while the third had no shadow at all, show
ing these must have been three plates. These stamps 
wt>1'e for men to send parcels home, but the 8th 
Anny arri•ved before they could be used. 

~Ir. Bulbring gave a short talk about his coilec
_tion, and saiq no trace of the Afrika Korps stamps 
was found, until a small number were unearthed at 
a place in the desert, so should anyone be lucky 
enough to get a used copy, its value will be high. 

}Ir. Forbes auctioned about 80 packets, some from 
8tanley Gibbons, and the meeting closed at 9.45 JJ.:m. 

L.E.C. 

* THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF RHODESIA 

Pr·e.~ident, Mr. F. ,v. Porter; Hon. Secretary, 
l\Ir. G. C. Whitehead, P.O. Box 80~, Bulawayo; 
Meetings, 1st Wednesday in each month, at 8 p.m., 
in the Presbyterian Church Hall, c/o Abercorn 
Street and Fifth Avenue. 

After a period of inactivity during the war years, 
the S,ociety has once again been placed on a firm 
footing. This was evident from the President's re
port presented to the annual general meeting held 
in ,January, when it was stated that the membership 
now stands at; 64, an increase of 15 members during 
the year: and from the balance sheet it was seen 
that the finances were in a very healthy state. 

In recognition of his services, Mr. Porter was 
unanimously re-elected to the Presidential chair, 
with :'.\:Ir. H. Munro Vice-president and Mr. G. C. 
Whitehead Secretary. The Committee for the current 
year is Messrs. Atkinson, Ely, Creewel and Silva-· 
Jones. 

It is a general feeling' amongst members that the 
8ociety shol)ld receive more publicity, particularly 
through the channels · of the "South African 
l'hilatelist," and a cordial invitation is extended to 
all fellow-philatelists to attend the Society's meet
ings at any time they visit Bulawayo. 

At the .January meeting, the Rev. Mr. Dryden 
gave an exhibit of a portion of his Newfound°Iand 
collection, enhancing his outstanding display by a 
descriptive talk on the stamps and on the country 
itself, in which he had lived for a number of years. 
As only the more modern issues were exhibited, 
members are keenly looking forward to seeing the 
earlier stamps at a future meeting. 

The aisplay, and paper, at the February meeting. 
,~·as presented by Mr. Creewel, who dealt with the 
:;;lltamps of Great Britain during the reign of King 
Edward VIII-their design and printing, with ex
amples of the cylinder and control numbers, varieties 
and overprinta. 

(Concluded on page 62) 
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Just as I book my hotels well ahead, so I make my 
train bookings well in advance. I use the Railway 
Tourist Bureau and they arrange everything. 

'111 

I .... · . ) .• ;:,· . ·••·•···· .·. }) 

Like my bedroom, my compartment is always free 
from bulky luggage. I send all my heavy bags to 
the luggage van. Gives me room to relax. 

,;:~ 
I 

'.· ........__ . ...: 

ilfat:t: ••< .. . · 
I know how the catering staff appreciates my being 
prompt for meals. Means quick, personal attention 
-equal to the service in a well-run hotel. 

-:Ji 

,1;•1illlil 
!,heets and pillow cases are clean every trip. 
Blankets, too, have been hygienically treated. A 
romforting thought when you travel as often as I do. 

We South Africans are a comfort-loving 

people. In our homes we seek all the comforts 

and services that can be offered. So, too, on 

our trains we can learn to be relaxed, carefree 

and comfortable ... completely at home. 

That is the art of travel . . s? easily acquired 

... so much a part of o~ way of living. 

LEARN THE ART OF ~ ~ 'liam. WITH THE 

SOUTH AFRICA~· RAILWAYS 

iii. 
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Buying • 
in London Auctions 

All serious Collectors may take an active part in the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions. Special lightweight editions of all 
Londoh Catalogues are printed for the convenience of distant 
subscribers who desire to receive their catalogues by Airmail. 
The excellent Air Mail Service between Great Britain and South 
Africa ensures that Catalogues of Sale arrive in ample time for 

Collectors to compete in the London Auctions. 
The Twelve Months' subscription rate is 20s. including Lists 
of Prices Realised plus actual postages which are debited to 
the recipient's account. To avoid frequent remittances of 
small sums, clients should add £2 to the subscrfption for 
postages. When this has been exhausted, advice will be given. 

Catalogues carried by Surface Mail are sent post free. 

MARCH 15th and 16th: 
A GENERAL SALJ.;, particularly, France, and Colonies (with many fine and rare Pte<'es) also 
many Colonial anrl Foreign Properties, notably, Gt. Brir,i.in. Egypt, etc., and inc~uding 

properties offcrcrl by order of H. Galli enne Lemmon Rso .. of Ashwicken, Norfolk. 
MARCH 22nd and 23rd: 

A COLOXIAL SALJ•~. strong in Newfoundland, and with single rai',ities, and including a 
Collection offered by order of the Executor of the late Dr. Arnold McMillan of New Romney. 

MARCH 29th and 30th: 
NO SALE. 

APRIL Sth and 6th: 
A GENJ<JRAL SALE, chiefly Colonial Issues, with many fine properties, including a Collection 

offered by order or the Executrix of the late I-I. C. Goodnll Rsq., of Margate. 

A re you contemplating selling your Collection ? 

The H. R. HARMER Ltd.Auctions are the World's best medium 
for the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Ltd. Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Commission 
Terms and Insurance arrangements are given in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price Is., post paid. 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.I. 

Cables : •·PHISTAMSEL ",LONDON: 
in association with H. R. HARMER, Inc. 

32-34, EAST 57th STREET, NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 
Cables:•• HARMERSALE," NEW YORK 

PubHshed by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News -$;; Agency Ltd., Joha nnesburg. Printed by Maga zine Pl'f'SS (Proprietal'y) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 
~ Joha nnesbul'g. 
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THE 

LONDON • 

INTERNATIONAL ST AMP MARKET 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
BOURNEMOUTH • PHILADELPHIA • 

Collectors seeking the finest medium in the world for the sale 
of their stamp collections cannot secure a better service than 
through the world wide organisation of ROBSON LOWE l TD, 

whose heacquarters is in the centre of the world 

Our International stamp auctions are renowned for the accuracy 
of description, valuation and the outstanding presenta•. ion of the 

Auction Catalogues 

Send for details of our comprehens-ive service and when you come 
to sell make sure that you s ~cu re the 

BEST NETT RESULTS 

WE ALSO BUY FOR CASH 

LTD. 
Head Office: 

MELBOURNE 

50 PALL MALL. LONDON. S.W.1 
Telephone: Locust 4-1376 Cables: "Stamps," London 

MELBOURNE OFFICE 
JOHN L. PHILLIPS 

MASONS BUILDING, SUGDEN PLACE, MELBOURNE, C. I 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

Blum, Nichols & Co. 
(PTY.) LTD. 

British Colonial Specialists 

--0--

Let us know your wants. We guarantee 
to supply a reasonable percentage of 
your requirements within one month of 
receipt of your order. Our reply IS 

posted to you the same day. 

Accessories stocked. 

Prices always rockbottom. 

--o--

Visitors: 1005, Tenth floor, 
Dumbarton House, 
Cr. Adderley & Church Sts., 

CAPE TOWN 

Correspondence: P.O. Box 3662, 
CAPE TOWN. 

May, 1948. 
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~~-W.A. HOTES l 
Oui; recent plea at Congr-ess for editorial 

assistance, in the way of a General Assistant 
Editor and Sectional Ed~tors, has not gone 
unanswered. 

Mr. W. N. Sheffield has kindly offered to 
take charge of this section. He is a Union 
enthusiast· he likes collecting by sheets, not 
merely in 'blocks of four, so there isn't much 
that escapes his notice. Readers may feel 
assured, therefore, that Union Note·s will be 
well looked aft-er by him. 

But even he cannot see everything, so all 
readers are invited to record anything of 
interest they may come across. Notes may 
be sent to the general editorial ,office (Box 
7012, Johannesburg) as before, or they may 
be sent direct to Mr. Sheffield, c/o P.O. Box 
99, Cleveland, Transvaal. 

Recent 1 ½d. Printings. 
The new printing of the l½d. issue with 

the first stamp on the sh-eet inscribed in 
Afrikaans instead of, as previously, in Eng
lish, appears to be on sale in most towns 
of the Union now and Dr. J. W. Harris, of 
Port Elizabeth, has also noted• the flaw on 
the 19th stamp of the 9th row, rec·orded in 
our Ma!.·ch issue and which is evidently con
stant. The base of the large numeral "1" 
in the value tablet is broken on the right
hand side and the defect gives the appear
ance of a small dot between that figure and 
the adjaoent "2". 

He notes that the buff blotch on the head 
gear of the 4th stamp, 3rd row, which ap
peared as a constant flaw in the old print
ing of the 1 ½ d. issue, has dis a pp eared in 
the new printing and considers that the 
deeper green colouring with its darker buff 
background has by no means improved this 
stamp, but on the contrary produces a 
generally depressing eff-ect. This particu-

1948. Whole No. 278 
-

lar issue is not likely to remain on sale for 
very long, since the Portmaster-General has 
given it out that on account of a temporary 
shortage of gummed paper it will he neces
sary to reduce the size of the 1 ½d. stamp 
until supplies improve again. It is stated 
that the reduced size will be half that of 
the existing 2d. stamp. 

The position of the flaw on the hea~ gear 
of the l½d. issue, noted by Mr. M. M. 
,v ood, is given in the foregoing. 

New 1 ½d. Bantams. 
The smaller 1 ½ d. stamp which the Post

master-General recently stated would be 
issued as a t-emporary measure because of 
a shortage of gummed paper, appeared on 
sale at some offices in Johannesburg about 
the middle of April. The African Collectors' 
Exchange sent us a special envelope with 

a block of four canc-elled 10.IV.48, said to 
be the first day of sale, but not by any 
means at every post office, as the offices 
have been instructed to use up their old 
st?cks first. The design, depicting a gold 
mme head g-ear and dump as before, has 
been redrawn on a smaller scale and the 
colours of blue-green and bright gold are 
similar to those of the larger issue in use 
during the last few months. The horizontal 
s•etting of 240 stamps per sheet (12 x 20) 
with central marginal arrows, watermarl~ 
sideways, sheet numbers in red and the 
first stamp on the sheet in Afrikaans, all 
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remain unchanged, but the new format is 
now 21½ x 12½ m.m. with perf. 14 (three 
sides) x roulette 8, instead of the 22 x 13 
m.m. format and perf. 14 x 15 of the pre
vious issue. A block of four gives all the 
language, perforation, roulette varieties. 

.The mine design in its new form prese,ts 
a much mor,e balanced and picturesque ap
pearance than the layout in the larger set
ting and as the first of the U nton Bantams 
to be printed in two colours the result_ is 
distinctly more pleasing than was possible 
in the monocoloured small war issues. None 
of the f,ew plate flaws so far noted are par
ticularly prominent, but are given below for 
reference. 

Row 2/6 -Shading around "A" defective. 
Row 4/18-Broken chimney-top. 
Row 4/20-Spot at top of headgear. 
Row 12/1 -Mark on side of chimney. 

New ½ d. Roll Stamps. 
Dr. Harris also reports that the new ~ild. 

bicoloured stamps are now on sale in the 
slot machines in P.E. These are evidently 
part of the issue recorded in the November 
list of "Recent Printings", in_ which the 
cylinders were given as No. 39 Internal and 
No. 54 External. The stamps are the same 
design and colours (green and gr,ey) as the 
roll stamps printed in 1941 from cylinders 
Nos. 7020 Int. and 5 Ext. and used in the 
machines prior to the monocolour issue of 
February, 1943. The new stamps differ 
slightly from the 1941 printing in the fact 
that they are a shade smaller than the ear
lier format of 18 x 22 m.m., with the result 
that the perforation gutters between tl1e 
stamps in the coil measure about 2 ¼ m.m. 
instead of the 2 m.m. in the pr,evious issue. 
The watermark is normal. 

King's Head Perforation Variety. 
Mr. Patrick Riordan's interesting dis

covery of the ls. and 3d. (S.G. 14) Union 
King's Head issue with Perf. 14 x 13 %
instead of 14 x 14, has brought to light 
three more values by two coll,ectors resident 
in England. Mr. H. J. Burkin, West Byfleet, 
records finding a used copy of the ~f d. and 
a mint copy of the ls. 3d. value, with this 
perforation variety in his collection, and Mr. 
D. F. Evans, of Dorking, has written to say 
that he has found the 14 x 13 ¾ Perf. in 
the 1d. valu,e (S.G.7) of the Plate 6 issue. 
The latter stamp has the watermark in
verted and Mr. Evans notes that the odd 
perforation gauge, identified by the adjusted 
comb, is found between the 5th and 6th ver
tical columns of th,e top and lower right
hand panes. Incidentally he also records 
inverted watermark varieties in which both 
horns are missing on a copy of t11e 2d. 
(S.G.10) and one horn missing on a copy 
of the 4d. value (S.G.16). 

Rotogravure Minor Flaws. 
In the unhyphenated series, Mr. Burkin 

not-es the 6d. (S.G. 47/E) with four small 
orange blobs, like falling oranges, on the 
right-hand side of the tree, and an Afri
kaans copy of the same issue with a green 
blob on the value numeral. He also men
tions a broken frame b,eneath the letters 
"FR" in the hyphenated 5s. issue, S.G. 64/ A. 

Penny Rotogravure Without Watermark. 
Mr. D. F. Evans records having purchased 

a mint pair of ld. Union rotogravure stamps, 
S.G. 56, with no watermark, from a London 
firm of stamp dealers and is interested in 
the philatelic status of this it-em. This mat
ter has been discussed on a previous o .. ccasion 
in these columns and for his information 
we reprint the following letter received from 
Mr. G. N. Gilbert and published in our 
March, 1939, issu,e. 

"Apropos of the 1d. Union Roto on un
watermarked paper in Mr. J. Levy's pos
session, which has occasioned a certain 
amount of correspondence in your paper, I 
have received information from a very well
known Union specialist ,in England that he 
was recently shown a portfolio containing 
complete sheets of various ink trials, imper
f orate sheets and 1d. on unwatermarked paper, 
etc. 

"All these sheets were Union trials, etc., 
and he naturally do,es not wish to disclose 
the name of the dealer concerned. It would 
appear from this that here is a probable ex
planation of Mr. Levy's item. 

"It would be interesting to know how thes,e 
trials, etc., came into the dealer's hands in 
England." 

Sheet Numbers of 1d. Bantam Issue. 
Mr. Evans draws attention to a printing 

of the 1d. Bantams in which 'the sheet num
bers app,eared in black numerals on the left
hand side of the sheet instead of, as is usual 
with the Union stamps, on the right-hand 
side margin. This was the issue which ap
peared on sale toward the middle of 1945 
with the lateral margin slogans replaced by 
the figures "360" intersected by double pa
rallel lines in the same colour as the stamps 
( dull rose carmine) and the sheet numbers 
were noted as being on the left-hand side, 
printed, in some cases in red and in other 
cases in black. This issue also appeared 
with the she-et numbers in red on the right
hand margin and up to the present this is 
the only value of the Bantam series, which 
appears to have been noted as having the 
sheet numbers printed on th,e left-hand side. 

Retouched 1939 2d. Official. 
Mr. R. T. Lilley has shown us a copy of 

the 2d. Official, S.G. No. 027, with a break 
about ~ mm. long in the bottom frame line, 
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close to the left-hand corner of stamp No. 
6 in the top row, and also a copy of a sub
sequent printing of the same issue in which 
the broken line has been retouched. 

These blue and violet stamps, overprinted 
on S.G. 58, were first issued in F,ebruary, 
1940 (Mr. Lichtenstein's Check List), and 
since copies of the Officials of this print 
have now .been noted as having appeared 
with the frame broken and also with the 
flaw retouch,ed, it would be interesting to 
learn if the same two factors were noted 
in these stamps, which were issued without 
the overprint. In our issue for April, 1941, 
we recorded the change in colour of the 2d. 
stamp, S.G. 58, to purple brown and pale 
grey (S.G. No. 58a-grey and lilac), and 
Mr. A. Lichtenstein reported at the time 
that an examination of the minor flaws on 
a sheet showed that th,e same cylinders (No. 
29 Internal and No. 43 External) had been 
employed as for the previous printing in 
violet and blue. A recent examination of 
mint specimens of stamp No. 6 in the top 
row of the gr,ey and lilac issue shows the 
retouch in the form of a slight thickening 
of the frame line where the break originally 
appeared, and in addition, a hairline sloping 
up from the top of the retouched part to 
the left-hand ,end of the scroll carrying the 
word "Posseel"; therefore there should be 
no difficulty in identifying the retouch in 
the blue and violet printing. 

Union Catalogue Corrections. 

The following errors not-ed in the Union 
Catalogue by correspondents should be al
tered to read as indicated below. 

1. Page 46: Item 51, Variety Va, Row 
17 /No. 1 should read Row 17 /No. 11. 

2. Page 79: Item 92, Variety Va, Row 
1/N o. 1 should read Row 1/N o. 3. 

3. Page 81: Item 93c, Cylinder Nos. 6931 
for plates (b) and ( c) should read Cylind,er 
No. 39 for both cases. 

4. Page 82: Item 89c, (b) Cylinder No. 
6926 should read No. 6936. 

5. Page 82: Item 93Cd, and 93Ce. The 
cylinder No. 7 should be read as 6931 in 
both cases. 

6. Page 83. The cylinder number given 
as 6939 in th,e paragraph commencing with 
"Single specimens from cylinders", should be 
altered to read 6936. 

7. Page· 91: Under the heading "Notes" 
(2), the word "two" should obviously be read 
as "three", and the item (c) should b,e read 
as "Overprint on pl. 8", instead of pl. 3. 

8. Page 112: Size of (frame of) Active 
Service Letter Cards should read 128 x 97, 
not 138 x 97. 

Recent Union ld. Printings. 
Apart from a number of changes in shade 

ranging between deep carmine to pink for 
the frames, and centres varying in density 
from "sunset" to "sunrise", it is interesting 

to note that there also appears to have been 
changes in the cylinders used for the printing 
of the ld. Union stamps issued for sale 
during the last few months. An examina
tion of several sheets indicates the possi
bility of four different head plates and thr-ee 
different frame plates having been used 
since the change was made in the language 
setting in the latter half of 1947, but con
firmation on this point, in the form of recent 
printing information, has not yet been re
ceived from the postal authorities. 

2d. Value, Flaw and Perf. Variety. 
Mr. F. G. Froehlich, Johannesburg, has 

shown us a block of the current 2d. issue in 
which all the stamps have that portion of 
the inner frame directly below "TH" of 
"South Africa," and "D-A" of "Suid-Afrika" 
very thinly printed. The flaw measures '4 
m.m. in length and is very easily recog
nised, but Mr. Froehlich states that it has 
not been present on any of his· subsequent 
purchas,es of 2d. stamps. 

Machine Cancellation Errors. 
Noting the machine cancellation error at 

George, reported in our March issue, Mr. 
T. F. Allpass submits one from Germiston. 
The machine cancellor here normally shows 
in thr,ee lines in the centre, the year, the 
day and month, the hour. The day and 
month are normally like "14-I" for 14th 
of January; on 8th January of this year 
this liI?,e appeared "1-8," making the date 
look like 1st of August, if it were not 
realised that the day and month figures had 
been revers-ed in position. 

Dr. J. W. Harris, Port Elizabeth, records 
an even more remarkable error on a ktter 
f_rom Aliwal North; it is correct in the Eng
lish place-date stamp, 25___:_III-48, but in 
the Afrikaans one it is 25-IV-49. Som,e 
go-ahead folk there! 

6d. Air-letter Cards. 
The first batch of these cards which came 

out in March, all had Afrikaan; first in the 
v:arious inscriptions, and the paper was only 
lightly blued on the outside. They have now 
appear-ed with English first and in two 
varieties, one similarly lightly blued out
side, the other much more darkly. 

New ½ d. 0 fficial. 
In the latest ½ d. with "Official-Offisieel" 

overprint, both words read downwards. 
Such a vari~ty has appeared befor,e ( O 17 
and 23-Umon Catalogue), but this issue 
is distinguishable because it is on one of 
the recent printings of the 1hd. in which 
the background lines are made up of a 
seri,es of very fine dots. 

½d. All-green Roll Stamp, Minor Flaw. 
Mr. S. C. Chantler records a constant 

flaw in the form of a white spot just behind 
the Springbok's neck; Afrikaans stamp, re
peated every 22nd one. 
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The African Collectors' Exchange has 
issued two new sheets for their special Prin
cess Elizabeth album, one for the Protecto
rates Royal Visit stamps and one for the 
Australian Wedding Commemorative. 

AIR NOTES 
By I. H. C. Godfrey 

Pan-American World Airwa,ys inaugurated 
an air-mail service from Johannesburg to 
New York, via Leopoldville, Accra, Dakar, 
Lisbon and the Azores on Friday, 3rd Octo
ber, 1947, using "Constellation" airCl'aft. 
Although the company had been operating 
over the route for some months, it was not 
until that date that South African mail 
was accepted. Letters had to be clearly 
marked "Via Pan American" and franked 
at ls. 9d. p,er 112 oz., as against the exi~ting 
rate of ls. 3d. for letters sent to North 
America via the United Kingdom. 

Contrary to its usual custom, Pan-Amer_i= 
can Airways did not handle special 
"cacheted" philatelic mail, and only approxi
mately 100 lbs. was carried to New York 
on the first flight. Covers inspected ar•e 
backstamped 6th October (Monday). A few 
covers sent to the most distant point of 
the North American Continent served by 
air-Nome, Alaska-were receiv,ed on Fri
day, 10th October, just a week after leaving 
Johannesburg. 

Johannesburg to 1\lew York, 'Via Dakar
Azores Direct. 

On Friday, 27th February, 1948, Lisbon 
was omitted as a place of cal1, thereby 
short-ening the route between South Africa 
and North America by some 1,000 miles. 
Mails were presumably carried on the in
augural flight, but, due to the mistaken as
sumption that the same plane, which had 
made the first inward flight over the new 
route, would he the first to return that way, 
some philatelic covers were posted too late 
to connect with the service. 

The Johannesburg-New York service 
now operates twice a week. in each. direction, 
calling at and omitting Lisbon alternately. 

Reduction of Air-mail Rates. 
As from 11th April, 1948, the rate of 

postage for the direct South Africa-North 
America services was reduced from ls. 9d. 
to ls. 6d. per ½ oz. for letters, and from 
ls. to 9d. for postcards. 

)f,. 

NYASALAND CENSOR MARKS 
Additional numbers to those recorded in our 

March issue, p.42, have been sent in by Mr. 
C. W. Twynam. These are: 

(1) Early circular type, Nos. 1, 9, 10, 11 
and 15. This is a considerable addition as 
only Nos. 2 and 3 were previously recorded. 

(2) Later octagonal type, Q/3, additional to 
the previous record of Q/6, Q/8 and Q/10. 

NEW ZEALAND 
It is officially announced that for the Royal 

Visit next year there will be four stamps, 2d., 
3d., 5d. and 8d., issued. They .are looking well 
ahead. 

FRANCE 
We are informed that "Radiodiffusion Fran

caise" is giving talks every Thursday (in 
French) on philately, for the benefit oiforeign 
listeners. The time and wavelength that 
seems to be most suitable for hearing in 
South Africa is 0.00 to 0.30 hours on 19m.68. 

HUNGARY 
The official philatelic bureau announces the 

issue on 15th March of a set of stamps com
memorating the centenary of the 1;J'48 revolu
tion. These have the escutcheon of Hungary 
as their subject. The announcement reports 
four values, 1, 2, 3 and 4frt., but accompany
ing photographs show 8 and 30frt. values also. 

THE FIRST HEBREW ST AMPS 
The Partition of Palestine, if it goes 

through, may lead to three series of stamps 
for the Jewish State, the Arab State and 
the International City of Jerusalem. 

Jewish Palestine stamps will be the first 
Hebrew stamps officially recognised by the 
U.P.U., but according to the "Palestine Post", 
there were two forerunners, used on letters 
and recognised by the Austrian Post, which 
operated in Palestine prior to 1914. They 
were in use about 1908-9 in the Jewish 
colonies of Rishon Le Zion and Petah Tikva 
respectively, their face value being 1,4 Paras. 
The former showed a blue Star of David, 
the latter a woman reaping in a field. Let
ters bearing them had also to have an addi
tional German or Austrian stamp and such 
covers are great rarities to-day. 

KENYA 
The 5s. perf. 14 (S.G. 141a) is a fairly high 

priced item, but a recent printing has again 
appeared with this perfor•ation so it may come 
down with a bump. 

ABYSSINIA 
About the end of 1947 (we have not heard 

the definite date yet) there appeared a set of 
12 pictorials ( le. to $5). The le. 'Should be ,of 
special interest to South Africans as it de
picts Amb.a Alagi, scene of the Italian sur
render. There were also an air mail set of 
eight v.alues and three commemoratives of the 
150th aniversary of the founding of the Selas
sie dynasty. 

A WORD OF PRAISE 
Criticisms we frequently receive, and they 

.are not unwelcome if they are warranted and 
constructive. It is pleasant to receive an oc
casional word of praise, however, and we can
not refrain, seeing the source, from quoting 
a sentence from the "London Philatelist," the 
organ of the Royal Philatelic Society: "An 
always welcome arrival is the 'South African 
Philatelist,' for it is consistently informa
tive." 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
have accepted an Appointment as a Director of the Robertson 

Stamp Co. (Pty.) Ltd., of Johannesburg 

All correspondence should now be addressed to the Company at P.O. Box 5826, 
Johannesburg. 

The services I have been able to render in the past will continue to be available 
to the discerning stamp public of Southern Africa. In addition, my former customers 
will have the benefit of service in those directions that by force of circumstances I 
had to eschew. I refer particularly to the efficient New Issue facilities provided by the 
Company and to their unequalled stock of philatelic accessories. The combined stocks 
and fine stamps and no little philatelic knowledge and experience will ensure that 
most collectors will satisfy many of their needs from The Robertson Stamp Company 
(Pty.), Ltd. 

7 Hannibal Street, 
Kensington, JOHANNESBURG 

A short time ago we received a letter from a South African customer who had been surprised 
by the speed of our servire. He told us that ''he ,had received his orde1• within eight days of 
posting it, and that that was about the time it took to get a reply from a nearby town." He 
wondered if this was a record; actually H wasn't. hut nevertheless it noes show that by ustog 
air-mail an oversea customer does not need to wait longer for his stamps, if he orders from us, 
than if he bought in his own country. 

So much for service, but what about stock and prices? \Vell, we issue a monthly price list 
of K.G. VI stamps only. and it is by every count, or so claim our customers, the most compre
hensive list publishec"!, in its field; moreover our prices are really rock bottom. 

We have scores of customers overseas and we could produce a sheaf of letters showing how 
delighted those customerr-; are with what we are able to do for them!. We will gladly send you 
a copy of our pri<'e list by air if you will apply by air, or a full year's supply by air,, for a 
subscription of l 2s. rmil even a small coHector can save the cost of that subscription a score 
of times in a twelvP month. Stock Service and Prices. That. is what the leading firm for K.G. Vl 
jssues offers to you. ~l.'ry that air-letter and he convinced and· non't overlook that the publication 
of an authoritative K.G. VJ catalogue by Gibbons will cause an unprecedented boom in K.G,. VI 
issues before this momentous year is over. A day saved now, may mean pounds saYed later on . 
• ~end. that air-letter at oiwe to 

~be C!Commonltlealtb ~tamp <!op., 
7, JLtatbtr I.ant, liberpool 2: (f nglanb. 

73 
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France et Colonies Francaises. 30th Ed., 
1948. Henri Thiaude, 24 rue de Quatre
Septembre, Paris (2e). Price 75 fr. 

A very full and detailed priced catalogue of 
the stamps of France and French Colonies, 
abundantly illustrated. As necessary w a 
serious collector of these stamps as Gibbons 
is to a collector of the British Empire stamps. 

World Air Posts (Aero-Field Handbook No. 
9). Francis J. Field, Ltd., Sutton Cold
field, England. Price 3s. 6d. Extra illus
trated edition with actual stamps and 
souvenirs at 10s. 

This is a priced summary of what is avail
able in the way of aerophilately and aviation 
souvenirs from about 200 countries. You can 
find out here what is available from these 
countries in the way of official air stamps, 
air stamps on flown covers, air mail labels, air 
transport labels, air post stationery, air 
letter cards, flown covers, pigeon p:osts, air 
graphs, propaganda leaflets, etc., etc., all the 
odds and ends, in fact, that so often make all 
the difference between a collection which fol
lows completely stereotyped, and therefore 
somewhat dull, lines and one which shows 
originality and variety about it. 

The Stamp Reporter. Issued quarterly by A. 
R. Capon, 41 Newton Road, Ipswich, Eng
land. Price ls. 8d. for four issues, post 
free. 

Has several quite interesting short articles 
of varied interests and a fair number of phil
atelic advertisements. 

Constellation. A monthly aero-philatelic re
view. Frank Muller, 18 Rue Wurtz, Paris 
XIII, France. Annual subscription 300 fr. 

This is a new magazine and will be the 
offcial organ of L'Academie d' Aerophilatelie. 
Contains short articles and a record of new 
issues of air stamps, etiquettes, etc., etc. 

Stamps and Posts of the Anglo-Egyptian 
Sudan. By Harold G. D. Gisburn and G. 
Seymour Thomp,son. Stanley Gibbons, 
Ltd., London W.C. 2. Price 10s. 6d. net. 

Authors and publishers must both be con
gratulated on this book of 120 pages. It 1~ ex
cellent in lay-out and very well illustrated. 
There is a short history of the country, nec
essary as a background, and a brief account 
of the postal history up to the time of Gen. 
Gordon's death and during the regime of the 
Mahdi. 

Then come the provisionals of 1897, well de
tailed. Chapters 4 and 5 deal with the "Camel" 
stamps; it is sad to note that their designer, 
Col. E. A. Stant:on, who writes a foreword to 
the book, did not live to see it in print. 

The Air Mails have a long chapter; later 

chapters deal with the Gordon issue, the pro
visionals of 1940-41; postage dues and the 
official stamps of various kinds. 

Most interesting material, not obtainable in 
ordinary catalogues are the sections dealing 
with postal communications (road, rail and 
steamer) and quite a lengthy section on the 
postmarks, of which some thirty types are il
lustrated. 

All in all, a fascinating handbook, essential 
for the specialist, but most readable and in
structive for any collector of this country. 

Postal History of the Falkland Island De-
pendencies. By Richard W. Bagshawe. 
Articles from "The Polar Record," re
printed in pamphlet form. Scott Pola1· 
Research Institute, Cambridge. Price 2s. 
6d. 

It is not often that one finds a Scientific 
Institute publishing philatelic papers, but the 
history of this part of the world, which is re
flected in its postal history, is now very much 
in the public eye, and perhaps that explains 
this somewhat unusual occurrence. 

The posts, franks, stamps and postmarks 
which fall into the now rather complicated 
postal history of these Dependencies are 
minutely described with numerous illu~tra
tions. Official dates are given of the days of 
issue of the more recent stamps; these will 
necessitate alterations in some listings. 

The Romance of Stamp Collecting. By Ernest 
A. Kehr. Thomas V. Crowell, 46 East 
29 Street, New York 16. Price $3.50. 

Notices of this work suggest it should be a 
very inter.esting volume; the author has ,been 
stamp news editor of "The New York Herald
Tribune" since 1939 and a frequent broad
caster on philatelic topics. The publishers 
state that the book may be obtainable on ai,·· 
proval. 

Paraguay El Mundo Parag'Uayo of Coronel 
Bogado, Paraguay, has a section "Anuario d& 
la Revista Filatelica Paraguaya" which any 
reader interested in the stamps of this coun
try can obtain on application. 

Stamps and Sports. Guy Depolier, of 26 
Passage Choiseul, Paris ( 2e) have forwarded 
a 2nd Edition of their catalogue of stamps 
featuring sports. This one is without illus
trations. Previous notice, May, 1942. 

PHILATELIC ARROWS 
These minute gummed and coloured 
"arrows" are ideal writing-up acces
sories. They are used to indicate the 
exact position of major and minor 
varieties, etc., of stamps, overprints, 
postmarks and cover markings. Avail
able in Red, White, Blue and Yellow 
at 2/3 per 100 (postage extra) of one 

colour. 

FRANCIS J. FIELD, LTD. 
Publishers of "The Aero Field" 

Sutton Coldfield, England 
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East London Philatelic Society 

EXHIBITION COMMITTEE 
P.O. Box 198, EAST LONDON 

Acknowledgement of Donations 
The Committee's thanks are due to the 
following:-
Previously acknowledged in Exhibi

tion Catalogue . . . . . . . . . . 
O.F.S. and Basutoland Philatelic 

Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Natal Philatelic Society . . . . . . . . 
Johannesbm:g Philatelic Society . . . . 
East London Municipality . . . . . . 
A. A. Jurgens-Sale of Pre-Stamp 

Covers donated . . . . . . 
L. Simenhoff . . . . . . . . . . 
G. Carleton Jones . . . . . . . . 
G. L. Vice ......... . 
Mr. Makin ......... . 
H. T. Harper . . . . . . . . . . 
W. J. Ewart ............. . 
Sundry Donations under £1 tot_alling 

£91 12 6 

5 11 () 

5 5 () 

21 0 0 
25 0 0 

9 0 0 
2 0 0 
2 2 0 
1 1 0 
1 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 6 6 
5 17 6 

Grand Total . . . . . . . . . . . . £171 16 6 

Winning number of Catalogue Com
petition, No. 33. 

Framed Picture of U.S.A. Pictorials, 
Winner Mr. Kaganson. 

THE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

(W. H. \"Vinde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to Messrs. Ward & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

Royal Silver Wedding Stamps 
26th APRIL, 1948 

Specially Designed Envelopes cancelled 
First Day of Issue 

Union of S.A., pairs 1/3, blocks 2/-. 
S.W.A., pairs 1/3, blocks 2/-. 

Mint 
Union of S.A. and S.W.A., pairs 8d., 

blocks 1/3. 

Please Add Postage 

If you Collect 
British Colonials-

You will profit by the first-hand information brought 
to you unfailingly by 

for 2li years the recognised NEWSpaper of the 
Stamp World. 

Numbers of South African Philatelists already benefit 
by its up-to-the-minute News Service and inside Market 

"tips," straight from London's Strand. 

Knowledge is Power ! Can you afford 
not to be ''in the know" ? It costs only 
20/- yearly, for 52 numbers, bursting with 
BARGAINS, that will save you Pounds in 

the long-run. 
Don't Delay - Send Your Sub. To-day, to: 

STAMP COLLECTING LTD., 
(Philatelic Publishers) 

27 Maiden Lane, Strand, 
London, W .C.2. 

(Obtainable in S. Africa through Central 
News, Globe Stamp Co., Capetown, and 

Agents) 

Introductory Copy, free, on request. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
A FEW OFFERS FROM STOCK T•HAT MAY 

HELP YOU TO FILL UP SOME GAPS 
ALL MINT 

S.G. Our S.G. Our 
No. Price No. Price 
89 5/0 171 7/6 
97 10/6 173 6/0 
98 11/0 177 12/6 
99 10/6 178 7/6 

l00A 27/6 183 3/3 
119 30/0 184 3/0 
mo 25/0 185 8/0 
121 10/0 188 5/0 
122 30/0 189 14/0 
124 27/6 192 6/0 
125 30/0 193 16/0 
127 32/6 195 

(s~arc~) 
4/6 

135 10/6 202 7/6 
136 10/6 203 25/0 
137 7/6 2.04 16/0 
138 14/0 205 9/0 
140 20/0 206 30/0 
141 22/6 207 30/0 
144. 3/6 208 30/0 
147 4/0 214 7/6 

Postage extra on orders under 10/-

Want Lists of All Other Newfoundland 
Stamps Welcomed 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers for 65 Years) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 
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Mr. Tamsen's article on these neglected and 
interesting pieces of postal stationery in this 
journal, November, 1947, adds to his long line 
of notable and authoritative articles on various 
phases of earlier South African philately. This 
treatment of the subject opens up some un
solved problems, and apparently is written 
with the purpose of inviting further discus
sion of various points. On these aspects the 
present article aims to make a contribution. 

The most exhaustive listing of the locally
made cards is that in the Grosser Ganzsachen
Katalog, 1928, by Dr. Ascher (Vol. 2, pp. 809-
810). This is in German and not accessible 
readily. Leon de Raay's 1923 book on O.F.S. 
postal stationery, in English, also gives a 
quite comprehensive listing, together with 
discussion of various points. The G.G.-K. list-

ing is much more convenient to use. As it 
is not readily accessible, I have translated 
the complete section, covering the London
made cards of the Republic also, and have 
made it the final section of this article. 

In this writer's Judgment the term "Provi
sional" for the locally made postal cards of 
O.F.S. is definitely a misnomer and should be 
abandoned. There is some possible justifica
tion for its use on the two 1889 printings; 
but none for those from 1891 to 1897. Here 
is a period of a number of years in which 
the normal regular issue of postcards consists 

of the successive printings of the locally made 
cards. The London-made cards simply do not 
show up except from the smaller offices or 
philatelically mailed, after the earlier months 
of this period. 

We need have no confusion about the nature 
of the adhesive stamps used in making the 
local cards. They are all, without a single 
exception, the regular adhesive stamps then 
current in the Free State. There is not the 
slightest evidence that any one of them was 
ever surcharged previous to affixing-not even 
when the Hd. card was made with 2d. stamps 
surcharged in red. The surcharge, by the 
evidence of numerous copies seen by me and 
those which I retained, is clearly applied after 
affixing and over the black postal card im
print of the arms. 

To list the stamps, off card, as special 
"stamps for postal cards," or in any other 
special form of listing, is to ignore the real 
nature of the process used in making the 
cards. There can be no objection to collect
ing the stamps off card or piece, if one chooses 
to do that to save space-but to speak of 
them as "provisional stamps" or anything 
other than incomplete pieces of the postal 
cards, is to give an entirely false impression. 

Comparison with the Hong Kong stamps of 
1879 "specially surcharged for use on Post
cards" ( Gibbons Nos. Pl, P2, P3) is to mis-
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understand the situation. The Hong Kong 
stamps were surcharged in sheets, and ap
plied to officially printed "formula cards" or 
to similar privately made formula cards. The 
same procedure was used in Bermuda, except 
that only private formula cards were used 
for the period 1875 to 1880 and official ones 
appeared in 1880. Actual postal cards were 
first used in 1880 at Hong Kong, in 1885 at 
Bermuda. 

Mr. Tamsen's judgment that the postal card 
overprints of the O.F.S. may be considered 
as a sort of precancel does not find favour 
with those of us who have collected in the 
precancel field. As I was editor of The Pre
cancel Bee, then the leading ( and for a time 
the only) precancel magazine, from 1933 to 
1941, perhaps my judgment and my knowledge 
of the precancel collectors' point of view may 
carry some weight. Mr. Tamsen's point is 
that the cancellation, whether numeral in grid 
or town mark, is normally placed quite far 
away from the stamp. He argues that the 
position of the cancellation shows that the 
postal service regarded the stamps as not 
needing to be cancelled. 

A study of the material in my own collec
tion shows that of the 17 used locally made 
cards, 11 have the cancellation away from the 
stamp and 6 on it. It is also noticeable that 

, of the 11 with cancellation away from stamp, 
everyone shows it in the place where the 
stamp is normally affixed to a letter-near the 
north-east corner ( upper right corner) of the 
card. Thus it is clear that the postmaster, 
handling a day's outgoing mail, struck the 
postmark in the usual place on every piece 
except when he happened to notice that it 
was a locally made card with stamp in centre. 

For that matter, sometimes careless hand
stamping misses the stamp entirely in can
celling letters, etc. I have at least one cover 
which shows the stamp missed at a small 
office, and struck with the Bloemfontein town 
mark when it arrived there. 

We shall, I think, need more evidence 
before we can grant Mr. Tamsen that the 
surcharging incidental to local making of 
postal cards was taken as a form of cancelling, 
precancel or otherwise. 

[Mr. Tamsen did not suggest that the s'ur
charging was officially meant to take the place 
of cancelling, merely that postal clerks often 
did so regard it.-Ed.] 

TRANSLATION OF G.G.-K. LIST 
Orange Free State: Postal Cards 

Cards Nos. 2-4 and 6-15 were made by 
affixing adhesive stamps and then printing 
the postal card front in black. On Nos. 2 to 
4 the printing includes a border that con
tains W's alternately erect and inverted. Nos. 
6 to 15 lack this border. At top centre, striking 
the affixed stamps, are the arms of the coun
try; BRIEF to left, KAART to right thereof. 
Four lines for address; before the first "Aan," 
before the last "Te." Cards of various thick
ness and shades. 

1884. London print, by De la Rue, imprinted 
stamp, with Greek border. Thick white card, 
121 x 75 mm. 

1. 1 penny orange ( in various shades). 
( Pale orange about 1890; brown orange after 
1895. -S.G.R.) 

Jan., 1889. Card with applied 1 penny 
stamp in brown, affixed sidewise. arms with
out flags, with border. 114 x 76 mm. 

2. 1 penny red brown and black, on white. 
(Stamp always applied with top to right.
S.G.R.) 

Feb., 1889. Card with applied 1 penny 
stamp in brown, affixed sidewise. Arms with 
flags on both sides, with border. The last W 
in bottom border is erect. 114 x 76 mm. 
3. 1 penny red brown and black. . (a) On 
white. (b) On grey. (c) on grey granite. 
(Stamp always applied with top to right.
S.G.R.) 

1889. Same. Last W in bottom border 
is inverted. 2 types. 

. Type I.-2 mm. between Rand Tin KAART. 
Type II.-H mm. between R and T. in 

KAART. 
4. 1 penny red brown and black. (a) On 

rose tinted card. (b) On reddish grey, red 
and blue granite. Both types on all colours 
and varieties of card. (Stamp always applied 
with top to right.-S.G.R.) 

1891. Card No. 1 with (local) black over
print, ½d. 121 x 75 mm. 

5. ½d. on ld. orange (scarce used). 
1891. Cards with 'upright applied ½d. red 

brown stamp, card thick or thin, white, often 
somewhat tinted. Arms with flags. 121 x 75 
mm. Following types: 

Type I.-Date of issue, Aug., 1891; period 
in inscription absent; BRIEF, 22½ mm.; 
KAART, 24 mm.; address lines, contin'uous; 
"Aan," curly A. 

Type IL-Date of issue, June, 1892; period 
in inscription present; BRIEF, 2H mm.; 
KAART, 25 mm.; address lines, dotted; "Aan," 
curly A. 

Type III.-Date of issue, Aug., 1892; period 
in inscription present; BRIEF, 30 mm.; 
KAART, 29 mm.; address lines, continuous; 
"Aan," curly A. 

Type IV.-Date of issue, Oct., 1893; period 
in inscription present; BRIEF, 31 mm.; 
KAART, ~H mm.; address lines, cross-bar A. 

6. ½d. red brown and black (type II fairly 
scarce). 

In type II the space between the second 
and third lines for address is 10 mm. rarely 
9 mm. 

June, 1892. Similar, with applied stamp 
surcharged, ld. on 3d. blue (Gibbons No. 55, 
may also come with No. 54.-S.G.R.) 114 
x 76 mm. Two types: 

Type I.-June, 1892; BRIEF, 2H mm.; 
KAART, 25 mm.; space between 2nd and 3rd 
line for address 10 mm., rarely 9 mm. (Same 
as No. 6, type II.) 

Type IL-April, 1893?; BRIEF, 29 mm.; 
KAART, 31 mm. 

7. ld. on 3 pence blue and black (type 
II very scarce). 

1892. Similar, with two ½d. stamps, brown. 
8. ½+½ penny, brown and black. This card 

is known by existence of one used copy. Its 
origin is not yet explained. 
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1892. Similar, with affixed 3d. stamp and 
overprint of new value, Hd. (U.P.U. rate). 
Imprint has name of country in fancy capitals 
("Egyptian" type). Overprint of value 9 mm. 
long. 

( Overprint of new value above arms, some
times tieing stamp to card, and printed as 
part of same impression with inscriptions 
and arms.-S.G.R.) 

9. Hd. on 3d., blue and black, on white. 
Jan., 1893. Similar overprint on 2d. purple. 

"Hd." 9 mm. long, including period. "I" for 
"1" in "½." 

10. Hd. on 2d. purple and black, on white. 
Oct., 1893. Same, but overprint of value 

only 8 mm. long, including period. Name of 
country in bold expanded type. "~" normal. 

11. Hd. on 2d. purple and black, on white. 
(a) Stamp inverted. (Scarce.) 

1894. Card like No. 6 but arms without 
flags. Thin or thick white card. 4 types, as 
follows: 

Type I.-Date of issue, June, 1894; BRIEF, 
30~ mm.; KAART, 31 mm.; "Aan," cross
bar A. 

Type IL-Date of issue, June, 1895; BRIEF, 
30 mm.; KAART, 30 mm.; "Aan," cross-bar 
A. 

Type III.-Date of issue, July, 1895; BRIEF, 
28il! YQ.m.; KAART, 29 mm.; "Aan," curly A. 

Type IV.-Date of issue, Oct., 1895; BRIEF, 
29 mm.; KAART, 29 mm.; "Aan," cross-bar 
A. 

12. ~d., red brown and black. 
1894. Same, in type I, but with horseman 

and different inscription in place of arms, 
in same size and shape seal ( arms of town 
of Bloemfontein). 

13. ~d. red brown and black (very scarce. 
The origin of this card, of which several 

used copies are known, is not yet explained. 
(Apparently an error in setting 'up the type 
for the card and soon noticed.-S.G.R.) 

1895. Front of card like No. 12, type III, 
but with black overprint of value ?id. above 
the arms. ( Overprint of value printed as part 
of front of card, not separately.-S.G.R.) 

14. ½cl. on ~d., brown and black, on white. 
1895. Like Card No. 10, but arms with

out flags, and name of country not included 
in inscription. On white. 

15. Hd. red on 2d. purple and black. (a) 
Surcharge Hd., 10 mm. long, including period. 
(b >. Surcharge Hd., 7 mm. long, including 
period (scarce). 

(The red overprints are done separately and 
after the black printing, showing clearly on 
top, where _the red and black lines cross. The 
red overprmt appears on bottom of stamp, 
over parts of the arms.-S.G.R.) 

16. Hd. black on 2d. purple and black. (a) 
Surcharge Hd. 10 mm. long, including period 
(scarce, especially used). (b) Surcharge Ud. 
Si mm. long, including period. (c) Surcharge 
def~ctive, and the "d" added in without a 
period by an additional printing· on type (a). 

(The black printings show the ha. above the 
st~m:p. The surcharge here is part of the 
prmtmg of the card front.-S.G.R.) 

1897. Like Card No. 12, but the stamp in 
yellow colour. Two types of arms: I. Lion 
with horns, shading in strokes. II, Lion with
out horns, shading in dots. 

17. ?!cl. yellow and black. 
1898. London print. Reply card, similar 

to No. 1, without border. On cream card. 
140 x 90 mm. 

18. ~+½ penny green. 
19. 1 + 1 penny brown. 
Oct., 1898. Like Card No. 1. On white. 

121 x 75 mm. 
20. ill. penny red. 
The G.G.-K. lists under the Colony V.R.I. 

overprints on some of the locally made cards: 
Nos. 16 (a) and 16 (c). Both the Chelt. Bold 
and the Gothic type overprints are reported 
on each of these, and used as well as unused 
copies are noted for some of the four. 

There may be such items, genuine. But 
this author has been able to secure only an 
unused copy of No. 16 (a) with the Chelt. 
Bold overprint and No. 16 (c) with the Gothic 
overprint. Careful examination of both and 
comparison with the genuine overprints in 
both types, convince him that both these items 
are falsely surcharged V.R.I. 

In t~e absence of further evidence, the pre
sumption therefore has to be that no genuine 
V.R.I. overprinted locally made O.F.S. postal 
cards exist. Cancelled copies prove naught 
unless full details are given. We know that 
during 1901 and 1902 an occasional O.F.S. 
stamp without V.R.I. slipped through the 
colony's mail unnoticed: I own one such cover 
and have seen two more. Furthermore the 
date in the postmark need be given to {nake 
'us sure that any presumed used copies have 
not been falsely overprinted after use in the 
period before 1900. 

If this article has pleased readers it will 
b_e practicable to translate the G.G.~K. sec
tion on Orange River Colony postal cards for 
this journal at some future date. 

Royal Silver Wedding 
Stanips 

Some of the above have already appeared, the 
balance will be issued about SPptember. For .. 
comJ?lete list of countries and values and 
details of how the sets may be obtained from 
us write for. the fully explanatory circular 

wluch we have prepared. 

ROBERTSON STAMP CO. 
(Pty.) Ltd., 

P.O. Box 5826 JOHANNESBURG 

SWAZILAND 
A Swaziland correspondent reports that the 

red overprint on the 3d. Union air letter ap
pears to be just "plonked on" anyhow, some
times even half off the stamp. 

This overprinting has been quickly followed 
by an overprinting in red -on the 6d. ( one 
stamp) Union Air Letter. 
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NYASALAND 
The Following S.G. Nos. Are Available From 

Stock. Subject Unsold 

ALL MINT 

S.G. Nos.: 1@ 8d.; 2@ ls. 3d.; 3@ ls. 9d.; 4@ 6s.; 5@ 4s.; 

6@ 6s.; 7@ 3s. 9d.; 8@ 10s.; 9@ 10s.; 10@ lls.; 11@ lls.; 

12 @ 15s.; 13 @ 30s.; 18 @ 80s.; 19 @ 35.s.; 20 @ 10.s•.; 21 @ 

4s.; 25 @ 20s.; 26 @ 35s.; 27 @ 32s. 6d.; 36 @ 12s.; 38 @ 

25s. ; 43 @ 6d. ; 44 @ 9d. ; 45 @ 2s. ; 46 @ 2:s•. 3d. ; 4 7 @ 4.s. ; 

48@ 17s. 6d.; 49@ 37s. 6d.; 50@ 17s. 6d.; 50a@ 50s.; 51@ 

50s.; 53 ·@ ls. 9d.; 57 c @ 6d.; 57 d @ 5s.; 58 @ 6s.; 59 @ 9d.; 

60 @ 2.s. 9d.; 61 @ 4s•.; 62 @ 5s.; 63 @ 17s. 6d.; 68 @ 9d.; 

71 @ 27s. 6d.; 72 @ 5.s•. 9d.; 73 @ ls.; 74 @ ls. 3d.; 75 @ 4s.; 

76 @ 2s. 9d.; 77 @ 4s.; 78 @ 12s. 6d.; 79 @ 25s.; 811 @ 160s.; 

83@ 3d.; 84 @ 3d.; 85@ 6d.; 86@ 3d.; 87@ ls. 3d.; 88@ 

ls. 3d.; 89 @ 6d.; 90@ ls. 9d.; 90a @ 2s.; 91 @ 2s.; 91a@ 

2s.; 91b @ 2s. 6d.; 92 @ ls. 9d.; 92a @ ls. 9d.; 93 @ 4s.; 93a 

@ 3s. 6d.; 93b @ 2s.; 94 @ 6.s·. 6d.; 95 @ lls.; 96 @1 22s. 6d.; 

98 @ 60s.; 100 @ 3d.; 101 @ 4d.; 102 @ 6d.; 103 @ 6d.; 105 

@ 9d. ; 106 @ ls. 3d. ; 107 @ ls. 3d. ; 108 @ 3s. ; 109 @ 5s. 6d. ; 

111 @ lls.; 112 @ 15s.; 113 @ 30s.; 114/122 @ 20s.; 

123/126 @ 20s.; 127 /129 @ 9d.; 130/143 (18 values) @ 105s.; 

144/157 @ 50.s.; 158/159 @ 6d.; 145 @ 3d. 

CASH WITH ALL ORDERS, PLEASE 

Send To: 

POSTAGE EXTRA 

T. Mc. MICKING 
(P.T.S., B.P.A.) 

Cholo, Nyasaland. British Central Africa 

79 
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WARNINGS 
CONFIDENCE TRICK 

The following extract is taken from the 
"Philatelic Traders' Journal," names only be
ing omitted, although they are probably fic
titious in any case, and liable to be chang~d at 
any moment. Mr. Winde, of Durban, who sends 
the extract, says several dealers in Durban 
and Juhannesburg have been caught napping 
by Mr. X. 

On 12th January a man giving the name 
of Mr. X and an address in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, called at the Oxford Street, 
London, offices of Treasure Stamps and in
formed them of the death of Capt. Y, one of 
Treasure Stamps' African customers. 

Mr. X claimed to be the heir t:o the estate 
and would settle, on behalf of the late Capt. 
Y, any account due to Treasure Stamps. 
Meanwhile he enquired for several important 
stamps for himself, including the Egypt Port 
Fuad set, and showed Mr. N ettl, the proprie
tor, duplicates he had for disposal. These in
cluded Seychelles old colours, N.Z. Laughing 
Boys and the obsolete K.G. VI Nyasaland 
complete used. No agreement on price being 
possible, Mr. Netti did not purchase anything. 

The following day, 13th January, Mr. X 
returned and purchased from Treasure 
Stamps a complete mint range of the Aus
trian Charity stamps, including the Wipa 
Sheet in special folder, the Bermuda Centen
ary (1920) on cover, Egypt Zeppelin.:; on 
cover, Cyprus Commemoratives complete 
mint, British Solomon Islands, K.G. V com
plete M.C.A. set mint and others. Mr. X paid 
by cheque drawn on .a Durban Branch of 
South Africa. This has been returned marked 
"No account," and Mr. X cannot be traced. 
It is now thought that "Mr. X" was, in fact, 
the "late" Captain Y. 

The police are searching for a man de
scribed as thick set, swarthy complexion, with 
scar on forehead, with the appearance of a 
Spaniard of Jewish origin. When last seen he 
was wearing dark glasses. 

The stamps involved are valued at just over 
£200, and Treasure Stamps off er a reward for 
their complete or partial recovey. 

CAPE PRE-STAMP COVERS 
We have been advised by the Postal History 

Society in England that certain Cape of Good 
Hope pre-stamp covers have been offered for 
sale in London which they consider to be 
fakes. 

We are not aware of any such items hav
ing been offered here so far, but as it is pos
sible they may be, we would just like to warn 
anyone interested in such items to be careful 
and to satisfy themselves as to their genuine
ness before purchasing. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 

G.B. and COLONIALS USED Scarce Sets and High Values 
Antigua, 1932 Tercentenary issue, 

complete . . • . • . . . • • . • • • . • £23/10 
Ascension, 1934, ½d. to 5/-, complete £3/10 
Barbados, 1904-5, 2/6 violet & green £2 

1906 Nelson Centenary, complete set 
of 7 • . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . £3/15' 

1918, 3/- green and violet, very fine £2/10 
Basutoland, 1933, td. to 10/- complete £6/10 
Br. Guiana, 1934-44, le. to $1, com-

plete . . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . £7 /10 
Canada, 1897 Jubilee, $2, $3, $4 and 

$5, good condition but heavy post-
marks ....•........... £27/10 

Cayman ls., 1935, ½d. to 10/- com-
plete • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10/10 

Dominica. 1923-33, ½d . to £1, 21 
stamps, complete with colour 
changes. All lightly cancelled .. £15 

G.B., 1867-83, 5/-, pl. I, wmk. Maltese 
Cross, centred to top . . • . . • £1/15 

Do.. £1. do. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . £14 
Do., 5/-, blued paper, wmk. Anchor, 

well centred and nicely cancelled £1:!/10 
Do., £5, white paper, wmk. Anchor, 

good appearance, but has silght 
imperfection • • . • . . . . • . . . 

1884, £1, wmk. Crowns, fine speci-
men ......•........... 

£12 

£10 
Do .. wmk. Orbs., rather heavy pmk., 

cat. £2il • • . . . . . . . . . . . . £16/10 
1902-10, £1, K.E., superb. Datea 

19th .Tuly, 1911 . . . . . . . . . . 
1913, £1, K.G., parcel post cancel-

lation •.......•....... 
Hong Kong, 1903, $10, K.E., wmk 

£4/5 

£7 

Crown C.A. . . . . . . . . . . . . £3/10 
Kenya, 1906-7, 10r., wmk. l\Iult. C.A. £7/15 
New Guinea, 1931 Air set, ½d. to £1 

complete ...........•.... 
1935 Air, £2 and £5 . . . • • . . . . . 

Nigeria, 1936, ½d. to £1 complete .. 
Sudan, 1935 General Gordon Com

£7 
£19 
£10 

mem., complete . . . . . . . . . . . . £14/10 
Swaziland, 1933, ½d. to 10/- complete £5/10 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 1884. 

7 Vigo Street, LONDON, W.I. 

GERMANY 

"Philatelie-Equator" reports that the Wur
temberg series in the French zone is now 
complete by the issue of 10, 15, 16, 20 and 
60pf. values. Only one of these has a new 
design, the 16pf. featuring the castle of 
Bebenhausen, near Ttibingen. 

Two more values, 50 and 84pf., have ap
peared in the Leipzig Fair series. There will 
be 20 in all of this "historical development" 
set, probably taking three years to complete. 

700th anniversary of Cologne Cathedral, 
semi-postals. Eight values of this set are now 
forecast, to appear in August. 

Owing to changes in postal rates, the French 
have issued two new values in the Rhineland
Pfalz area, 30pf. with design of former 75pf. 
and 50pf. with design of former 45pf. Equi
valent changes are expected for Baden and 
Wurtemberg. 

We are also indebted for two covers, the 
first with the supplementary issue of 10, 15, 
30 50 and 60pf. stamps of the second interim 
G~rman issue, the other has a mixed frank
ing of two Saar (8 and 16pf.) and one French 
zone (lpf.) stamps. 
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Al I O Service 
and AD Deal 

WITH ACCENT ON SUBERB USED 
KING GEORGE VI COLONIALS 

--o--

1. 10 per cent Mint New Issue Service. 
2. Suberb Used British Colonials. 
3. "Wants Lists... All Issues. 

--0--

AIR MAIL POST FREE OVER £2. 

G. W. DALTON 
565 FELIXSTOWE ROAD, 

I P S W I C H, Eng. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
BRITISH POSTAGE STAMPS 

AND CANCELLATIONS? 

If so, you MUST communicate with 
the leading Specialists and Publishers 

R. C. Alcock, Ltd; 
11 REGENT STREET, 

CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTER, 
ENGLAND 

To guide you we publish weekly a 
Specialists Market List on G.B. Stamps. 
Annual subscription is 6/-, Specimen 2d. 

The Philatelic Adviser, well illustrated and 
containing 40 pages, is published monthly. It 
includes articles by leading specialists on 
British postmarks, cancellations, new dis
coveries, e-tc. The subscription is 10s. per 

annum, specimen copy 8d. 
Our stock covers the whole of the British 
Issues from Line Engraved to King George 
YI. \Vants Lists and Enquiries are solicited. 

Immediate personal attention from 
R. C. ALCOCK. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always available. Want lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. V. \ITARREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

Are You 
Alive 
to the fact that it is becoming increas
ingly difficult to obtain good copies of 
19th Century BRITISH COLONIALS at 
reasonable prices ? 

I specialise in the Classic issues of 
G. BRITAIN, Canada, Cape of G. Hope, 
Ceylon, Newfoundland, New Zealand, 
etc., and would be pleased to send 
general or specialised selections on ap
proval to S. African Collectors against 
Home references. 

"Every Stamp an Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex England 
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NETHERLANDS 
All the values of the new Queen's head 

design have now been issued. It is true that 
they are not all on sale generally yet, as 
stocks of the superseded issue are still on 
hand at various post offices and are to be dis
posed of before the new ones are brought into 
use. Philatelists are, however, catered for at 
special windows and at them all values are 
immediately available. 

The following is a list of the full set: 
(a) Numerals: let. red, 2ct. blue, 21hct. 

orange, 4ct. green. 
(b) Queen's Head: 5ct. green, 6ct. black, 

7kt. red brown, lOct. rose red, 15ct. purple, 
20ct. blue, 22kt. olive green, 25ct. light blue, 
30ct. orange, 35ct. blue green, 40ct. rusty 
brown, 45ct. blue, 50ct. sepia, 60ct. orange red. 

The 45, 50 and 60ct. values are in a different 
design and typographed. The postage due 
stamps have also been re-drawn and the values 
available thus are the 4, 7, 10, 11, 15, 16, 20, 
35 and 40cts.: all are blue and one design is 
in use for all values. 

The numbers sold of the Summer Charity 
issue of 1947 are: 2ct., 1,170,060; 4ct., 876,888; 
net., 940,101; lOct., 1,553,994; 20ct., 841,885. 

The dove ( or gull) type stamps have been 
rendered obsolete and the withdrawal of nume
rous items of postal stationery has been an
nounced. 

Persistent rumours have been current that 
differences exist between the stamps in the 
"Konijnenburg" set issued just befor,e the war 
and those of the same design issued from 
1945 onwards. "Mijn Stokpaardje" of Febru
ary, 1948, carries an article by G. C. Tops on 
this very matter and after reading carefully 
what he has to say, one must conclude that 
for the majority of the stamps of this design 
found in this country there is no distinction, 
at any rate, not such as would make a dif
ference for most collectors. Here are his 
findings: 

Design: Nil. Paper: The quality used for 
the pre-war stamps was of a much denser 
nature than that used for the post-war 
stamps. When used stamps ar,e soaked, 
therefore, the older stamps present a 
white look while the later stamps become, 
especially in the case of those which appeared 
in 1945, transparent. Later, when the paper 
quality improved, this test causes the stamps 
to be transparent only around the edges or 
to present a mottled appearance. The 15ct. 
and the 25ct. were printed on thick paper in 
1947, paper which does not become transparent 
on soaking, but the thickness is such that it 
may be distinguished from the 1940 stamps. 
Gum: Pre-war stamps were coated on the 
back with gum made of dextrine, while the 
post-war stamps were provided with gum yel
lowish in colour and having a grnE!'y octour. 
When the odour is not apparent, the stamp 
may be held in steam, when the odour of 
dextrine or glue will become more pronounced 
and the stamp classified as pre- or post-war 
accordingly. Marginal inscriptions: Pre-war 
stamps had lines ruled along the edges and 

were provided with order numbers. The plates 
were renumbered after the war and the lines 
omitted. Stamps with marginal ruling were 
on sale at various times after 1945 but these 
were from stocks, held by the Controller at 
Haarlem prior to the invasion, which had gone 
''underground.'' 

The above remarks do not apply to the 6ct., 
17kt., 50ct. and 60ct. values nor to the gul
den values, as these were post-war issues 
only. 

"Stamp Collecting" of the 7th February, 
1948, under the heading of "Ubique," pub
lished an interesting item. It would appear 
that the Dutch League of Stamp Collectors 
has obtained for stamp collectors in Holland 
generally a valuable service. By affixing a 
label requesting light cancellation for phila
telic purposes, stamps will be lightly cancelled 
-if they are not damages may be claimed 
from the Post Office! That is really being 
"stamp conscious." 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors -try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S. W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

S.W.A. mint blocks of dues and officials, 
also controls in strips of Union and 
Transvaal and other rarities. 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

Nyasaland Stamps, Leopard design, few 
sets at 4/-. Orders executed for cur
rent issue at 15%. 

G. A. Nourse, Box 45, Blantyre, Nyasa
land. 
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QUALITY - THE HIGHEST 
Stamps for the Specialist and the General Collector 

If you are interested in CLASSICS ask for our list of RARITIES. 

If a General Collector, then we are confident that our MONTHLY LIST of 
BRITISH EMPIRE STAMPS will be of interest. These lists are sent on 
application, post free by ordinary post, or by Air Mail at 1/- per copy, 12/- for 
12 months. 

We deal in stamps of all the world, and all stamps are sold subject to the 
buyer's satisfaction against cash or British reference. Our stock is a large one, 
and we are pleased to send selections of any country to responsible collectors. 

STATE YOUR WANTS 
British Empire stamps from Queen Victoria to King George VI. 

H. E. WINGFIELD, 
392 STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2., ENGLAND. 

Phone TEMple Bar 4136 

WEEKLY ST AMP 
AUCTION SALES 
CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 

Postal bids accepted 

EVERY 
MONDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

• 
Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M,. THOMPSON 1 JOHANN,ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

8:3 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

EAST RAND PHILATIDLIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. H. Suklje, Benoni; II01!. Secrc~arv, 
Miss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O Box 572, Benom; Meetings, 
Regent Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

At the March meeting it was decided that a team 
from the Society should take part in the Pretoria 
Society's Quiz Competition to he held on 3rd May. 

After various items of interest had been s~10wn 
and notes of the month reacl, Mr. Dirkens showed his 
Union collection, from 1910 to date. It was very 
nearly complete in so far as straightforward Jtems 
were concerned and included also many desirable 
varieties. It was well mounted and written up._ 

At the April meeting of the abovP Socwt.:v 
there were 10 members present and :\Ir. H. SuklJe 
was in the ehair. Dr. Kaplan exhibited his col
lection of Holland which obtained 1st prize at the 
East London Exhibition, and as a contrast, he also 
tabled his speeialisPd collection of the 1937 Union 
Coronations which he proposed entering at the In
ternational Philatelic Exhibition to be held at Basle, 
Switzerland, during Aup:nst, 1948. Both exhibits 
were very well reteivPd. Mr. Snklje proposed a vote 
of thanks on behalf of the members and v,ished Dr. 
Kaplan every suecess. 

The proposal that meetings should he held _in 
Brakpan instead of Henoni was amended and will 
conie up for further discussion at the next meeting. 
'l'he suggestion now is that _this Soci~ty should hold 
two me>etings monthly, one m Benon1 and the other 
in Brai-pan. 

A "Quiz" team was selected to compete in Pre
toria on the 3rd :\lay, consisting of: Quiz Master, 
Mr. P. G. Wells: Adju<licator, 2\Irs. G. Wood: 'l'eam, 
Mr. H. SnkljP, ::\lr. J. Sheplwrd, :\fr. S. Legator, )Ir. 
P. R. Gutsche ; Re>serve, l\Ir. A. Dickens. 

S.O.J. 

* PHILATELIC SOCIE'1'Y OP JOHAXXESBURG 

Presirfrnt, Dr. A. Kaplan: II011. Ffr(' •. )fr. H. GlaRs
man, P.O. Box 49G7; Jfeetinps, 2rnl Tuesdays and 
4th Mondays, Public Library, 7.'15 p.rn. 

Mr. Jenkins has had to give up the secretaryship, 
owing to his hPing out of town so much, but Mr. 
Glassman has filled· the breach. 

13th April. Commdr. Bnoeh showed his collection 
of British Guiana, a countrv 'whi<-h fpw lterP know 
mucil1 about. beyond the fact that it had ,i le 
magenta stamp o'f which only 01ie copy is known: it 
was not on Pxhibit this P\'Pning-. 

Seeing that the Commdr. has only !wen a year 
at this collection, he is to he congratulated on 
having got so far ahead with it: he has not only 
got the (fairly) easily obtainable sfuff, hut tlUite 
a few rarities, and some of these in remarkably fine 
condition. 

Before showing- his collection he read some notes 
on the issues of British Guian:i. and it is \O be 
hoped thesp will later on be published. 

25th April. )fr. M. F. fhvanepoel, the Post Of
fice Publicity Agent, gaYe an interpsting account of 
the posf:11 history of the Fnion lwfore laying out 
a display in blocks of four of all stamps printed 
by the Government Printer, with notes of their plate 
oi· cylinder numbers. 

He informed the mePting that in response to a 
request from the Federation in future all sheets 
would hear the cylinder numbers in the margin. 
This will be very much appreciated by Union col
lectors. 

* 
GRAIIAMSTO\VN PHIL.ATBLIC SOCIRTY 

President, l\Ir. E. A. Clolrr; Hon. Sec., I'.0. Box 
11, Grahamstown. 

The annual general mePting was held on 8th 
April. The election of officers took place for the 
ensuing year, and it was revealed that our finances 

were in a flourishing state. Our rnembershi1, now 
stands at 24. There was no feature at this meet
ing. but the committee are going into ways and 
means and hope to draw up a programme for the 
year so that 'each meeting will have some svecial 
feature.. It was particularly stressed that we 
should welcome visiting philatelists and as there 
must be many passing through Grahamstown during 
the course of a year it would be much appreciated 
if they would look us up. "'e should be only too 
pleased to arrange special meetings for any who 
felt disposed to give us a display or talk. We have 
a number of beginners who do not feel competent 
to talk on stamps yet, ancl for that reason par
ticularly welcome· people from other places with 
better collections and more knowledge than we have. 
Come on, some of the experts, give us a leg ll1). 

s.c.c. 

* 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 

President, Mr. G. :Milner Palmer; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. 
A. S. Maskell, P.O. Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd \Vednesdays at London Assurance House, 
319 Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban 
Camera Club, top Floor), 7.30 p.m. 

'l'he monthly meeting held in April was one that 
all visitors and membei·s enjoyed. Mr. Helwyn ~mith 
read an article on the Sperati case. 'L'his gentleman 
has perplexed the experts of' the world with hi:s imi
tations of old and rare stamps, maintaining that he 
can imitate any stamp and has pro,·ed that by pro
ducing some of tlw Ol<lenhnrg stamps to snch a de
gree of perfection that the best experts in Europe 
could not detect any difference. The only way the 
experts are having to recognise these imitatio11s is 
that there are now more than were ever known to 
he in existencf>. This tnlk was something 011t of 
the ordinary and interesting. 

::\lr. \YindP's competition of stamps blacked out ex
c0pt for a small portion gave members something to 
think flhont. J\Ir. Appleby won this with 11 right 
out of 1 "· a good effort. 

The highliµJ1t of the evening was an exhibit of 
Darbados by our old friend J\Ir .• J. R. Simpson. This 
collection was ont,;tanding jn every respect htHl a 
treat for philatelists. Mr. Simpson is also to be 
congratnlat.-<l on the manner in which he presented 
his paper on this popular country. I hope that the 
Editor will sometime find space to print this for I 
fpel that it would be of intere>st to readers. [The 
J<Jditor thinks he will sometime soon.--Ed.] 

l\Ir. \V. Ovens in thanking J\ir. Simpson for r1is 
fine effort mentioned sonw of tlw rare items that had 
hePu shown and the pleasure it had given all to see 
such material on view. 

W.H.W. 

* 
'l'HE JmVISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 

Chainnan, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, B. Joseph, 
143 London House, Loveday Street, Johannesburg; 
1lleetings, last Thursday, Je,vish Guild Memorial 
Hall, Von Brandis Street. 

At the meeting held on 22nd April the exhibit 
was provided hy :\Ir. H. B. J\Iarcuson who showed 
his collection of St. Helena. 

The exhibit was complete in King George V and 
King George VT. All the itPms were in fine mint 
condition and were in singles and blocks of four. 
The rare 15s. v,as shown with the "torn flag" 
variety. 

Several of the Qupen Victoria issues were also in
c:Iuded. Dr. Kaplan spoke on the exhibit. 

I.I. 

* PORT ELIZADETH PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, J\Ir. G. K. Forbes; Hon. See. Mr. G. P. 

Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement. at 7.45 p.m. 

The business meeting was held on 20th April and 
was well attended. Defore the minutes were read 
J\[1•. Forbes paid tribute to Mr. Basden who recently 
pnssed away. The member responsible for the even
ing was absent, so there was no display. Mr. l!'orbes 
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auctioned about 70 packets, including some first day 
covers, both of the Royal Visit and Princess Eliza
beth's 21st birthday. It is with pleasure we an
nounce that Mr. \Varren will take up his duties 
as Exchange Superintendent from 1st May. \Vill all 
concerned please note that the annual general meet
ing will be held on the evening of the third ·.rues
day in May. 

L.E.C. 

* 
THE PRETORIA R.AIL\V;\Y PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Headquarters: Berea Park Recreation Club. Jfeet
ings held every second \Yednesday in each month. 

The April meeting was well attended. there being 
::!2 members and eight visitors. Mr. Blick, of the 
Pretoria Society, ei1tertained the meeting, taking 
them on a sight-seeing tour of Canada and New
foundland l>y describing scenes, buildings, monu
ments. etc .. depicted on stamps of these two conn
trif's, as actually seen by him on his visit there. For 
instance. he gave dPscriptions of Champlain's 1fouse 
in Quebec, tlw Parliament Buildings in Ottr1'va, the 
Harbours of Halifax and Vancouver, and the won
derful sight of the world-famous ":.\Iounties·' in 
their colourful uniform; all these bPing pictured on 
various st:imps of the Dominion. In Xewfoundland 
he was privileged to SPP such sights as the salmon 
leaping watP!'falls oP their way to the spawning 
g1'ounds, and 1hc• codfish and sealing industries on 
which the prosperity of th.- country has hePn hnilt. 
The Cabot 'J\•wer. the \Var :.\1emorial and the Col
nnial Buildings at St. Johns were also descritwd by 
l\fr. Blick. 

::\Ir. Blick was thankPd for his most intel't!sting 
talk by :\fr .. r. Kriste. 

Although the Society has been in existen(•~ for 
only seven months, the membership has alrPady 
topped the GO mark, with nwmbP1'8 so far afiPld as 
Cape Town, Windhoek, :.\fafeking and Durban. 

W.K. 

* CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIE'.rY 
President. C. G. :.\lnmmery; Hon. Secretary, S. 

Kaganson, P.O. Box 197~: JJfeeting.~. 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 
7.30 p.m. 

22nd April. Rain was no doubt responsible for the 
poor attendance at this meeting when l\fr. Petrolis 
tabled a portion of his Air :.\Iail collection. 'l'Jn,., col
lection is a vast on~. some idea of its size hein.g con
veyed by the fact that only the letters A and B 
\Yere tabled and these filled the display space aYail
able. Tlwre were many raretiPs shown, including 
first flig-ht covers and not a few items not listed 
in the crdinfii'Y catalogue. ::\11·. Petrolis was unfor
tunately prevented from being present personally 
through itln<- :>s, and )Ir. Com brink dPtrntisP<I for 
him and gave a short resume on the stamps dis
played. 

"'.\fr. Dlmn mo,-e,l fl YOtP of thanks aml. among 
other things, stated that this collection wonld cre
ate a sensation in the States where air mails were 
extensh·ely collected. 

The set-out of the sheets was most dignified, the 
shadow stencelling of the title being most effective. 

Among the visitors JH"Psent was :.\lr. Thornton, of 
East London. and he gaYe us a few pages of Early 
Europeans-the Classies as known to most old col
lectors. There were also many· pages of bisects on 
piece and cover. 

:.\Ir. Thornton in a very modf'st way-modest man 
that he is-had little to say as regards his stamps, 
aml it was left to :\fr. Blum to point out to us 
some of the real rareties that were on display. 

:\Ir. Simenhoff moved a very cordial vote of 
thanks and voiced the appreciation of all present to 
:.\Ir. Thornton for bringing along these outsta.i1ding 
items for display. :\Ir. :\Imnmery also extended 
thanks on behalf of the Society. 

B.L.C. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
Particulars of the Silver Wedding issues 

have now come out. Each of the 45 territories 
concerned is to have two stamps, a low value 
( Hd. to 3d. or' equivalents) and a high one. 
Only in the case of the Falkland I'Slands De
pendencies is the high value a comparatively 
low ,one (ls.) ; in ~ few it is to be 5s., but in 
most it will be either a 10s. or a £1 denomina
tion ( or equivalents in the currency con
cerned). A complete set works out at £31 8s. 
face value. The Commonweath Stamp Com
pany reports that the Mauritius Commemora
tive set was placed on sale in the colony on 
March 22nd, and in London April 7th. The 
10s. and £1 of Antigua and Montserrat were 
placed on sale in these col,onies on April 1st 
and London April 12th. The new coloured 
20c. of Hong Kong was placed on sale in the 
colony on April 1st, and ~ndon April 12th. 
From April 1st the 15c. and 20c. (black) were 
v.rithdrawn. 

The four values (to 1 rup.) of the forthcom
ing Commemorative set of Pakistan are due 
for release at the end of April, according to 
official news we have had. 

A CORRECTION 
A ,vag, after reading the list of prices as 

given in Gibbons, Scott and Yvert in our April 
is·sue, has asked us to order a dozen each mint 
and used of Cape No. 15 at £25 and £18 re
spectively. We do not think Gibbons would 
meet the order, but Scott would probably jump 
at it. The stamp referred to is actually the 
ls. emerald green, not the Woodblock error, 
but in this instance the compiler had inadver
tently given it Scott's listing number, whereas 
in all the others he had given Gibbons I1um
bers. 

['!)11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111eJ 

Fine British Colonials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Mcdern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
m .... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ... , ..... , .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.fil 
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PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA. 

At the recent Congress in East London a 
desire was expressed by_ delegate~ t_o have a 
complete list of the con:s~1tuent s~c1etI~s. There 
are now 18 and the list 1s here given m .all!ha
betical order, with the addresses of the Society 
or of the Secretary for the time being. 

g~~;!~;~t-~:s~ox ;~~
3

' ~fetoKi~~e, N. 
Rhodesia. 

East London P.S., Box 673, East London. 
East Rand P.S., Miss S. 0. Jeffrey, Box 572, 

Benoni. 
Grahamstown P.S., P.O. Box 11, Grahams-

town. 
Johannesburg, P.S. of, Box 4967, Johannes-

burg. . h 
Johannesburg, Phil. Section ,of the J ew1s 

Guild, Mr. B. Joseph, 143 London House, 
Loveday Street, Johannesburg. . 

Maritzburg P.S., P.O. Box 256, P1eter
maritzburg. 

Mashonaland P.S., Box 1660, Salisbury, S. 
Rhodesia. 

Natal, P.S. of, Box 588, Durban. 
Nyasaland P.S., L. D. Arthur, Limbe Trad

ing Co., Limbe. 
O.F.S. and Basutoland P.S., Box 702, Bloem-

fontein. . 
Port Elizabeth P.S., Mr. G. P. Smith, 12 

Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth. 
Pretoria P.S., Box 514, Pretoria. 
Pretoria Railway P.S., c/o Rail":ay Recrea

tion Club, Berea Park, Pretoria. 
Rhodesia, P.S. of, Box 803, Bulawayo, S. 

Rhodesia. 
Springs P.S., Mr. K. Gillings, 25 Fifth 

Street, New Township, Springs. 
West Rand Stamp Club, Box 153, Krugers-

dorp. . . 
Communications for the Federation itself 

should be addressed to the Hon. Sec., Mr. N. 
Welsford, Box 4077, Johannesburg. 

JOHANNESBURG SALE 
The recent sale of stamps donated for the 

benefit of the Repertory Players' Theatre was 
a great success; there was a lot of interesting 
material and a sum of between £350 and £400 
has been realised. 

PERCY C. BISHOP 
For three months we received no copies of 

"Stamp Values" and were _wonder_ing ~hat 
had happened to it .and/ or its gemal editor. 
Then the J anuary-M.arch issues appeared in 
a bunch and we learnt therefrom that P.C.B. 
had been laid low by pneumonia, a na:sty thing 
at the age of 78. However, our heartiest con
gratulations on what seems to be a perfect 
recovery. His latest philatelic baby "Stamp 
Values" he reports is going strong, it has sur
vived its year of infancy and is now a flour
ishing child. He feels, however, that a knock
out such as he has had, even if only tempor
ary, indicates that he sh?uld have assista~ce 
-so here is an opportumty for someone with 
a flair for philatelic journalism. 

PHILATELIC QUIZ 
The Rev. W. Loxley Chamings will have 

left for England for a much-needed holiday 
and rest ere this appears in print .. So~e litt!e 
time ago he suggested that a philatelic qmz 
in our columns might be of interest and we, 
somewhat rashly perhaps, agreed. 

He has now written s.aying that for one of 
his collections he needs the date ( day and 
month if possible) of birth of the following 
gentry, all of whom figure on 'Stamps listed !n 
Gibbons Part I. Also the date of death m 
those cases where they have shuffled ,off this 
mortal coil. 

Can any readers oblige? W.L.C. thinks the 
list will do for a beginning; in this we are 
tempted to' agree with him once again, but if 
all the date's are filled in by the time he re
turns to our shores he may consider himself 
lucky! Here is his list: 

Christian Fletcher (Pitcairns). Charles Con
nell (New Brurrswick). Ghazi and Faisal II 
(Iraq). Farida, Queen of Egypt (and her 
sister-in-law Fawzieh of Iran). John Guy 
(Newfoundland). The Sultans of Seiyun and 
Shihr and Zanzibar. King Malietoa (Samoa). 
Thomas Mitchell and John Shortland-is there 
a confusion of father and son here ?-(Aus
tralia). Michael O'Clery (Eire). Walter 
Raleigh, Junior (British Guiana). Sergeant
Major Simoi (Papua). The following poten
dates of India: Bala Rama (Travancore), 
Pant Sachiv (Bhor), Raghubir (Bundi), Rama 
Varma III and IV (Cochin), Rana Devi (Bar
wani), Sardul and Y agyenarain ( Kishangarh), 
Sarwant (Bijawar,, Shamsher and Surrendar 
( Sirmoor), Shivaji (Indore), Himatsinghi 
(ldar), and the Maharajah of Orchha. These 
Sultans of Malaya: Abdul Hamid of Kedah, 
Abu Bakar of J ohor and his namesake of 
Pahang, Hisamud of Selangor, Ismail of Kel
antan, Iskander ,of Perak, Suleiman of Selan
gor, Suleiman and Zain of Trengganu. Helen 
Wilson, Sultana of J ohor. 

\V ANTED set 100 Cigarette cards "Postage 
Stamps-Rarest Varieties" issued African 
Tobacco Manufacturers, pre-war. Also Jugo-

slavia S.G. Simp. 1948 Nos. 

J. HAHN 
10 DU TOIT STREET, PAARL 

~--TTY~ 

M.E.F. 
In the March 6th is·sue of ''Stamp Collect

ing" D.B.A. (the editor) gives an interesting 
short history of the British stamps over
printed M.E.F. (Middle East Forces). He 
gives very clearly the points of distinction be
tween those overprinted in London and those 
done in Cairo on the dark shade stamps of 
1937. They are summarised thus:-

lst and 2nd London printings, square stops 
throughout. Length 14 mm. No certain 
method of distinguishing between the two 
printings. Cairo printing. Seven rows of the 
sheet with round stops, 3 with Square stops. 
Length 13.?i mm. 

The 3rd London printing, brought into use 
in 1943 is quite distinct and is still in use. 
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EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

-I 

The best medium for the medium 
buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. 

All material entrusted to us is carefully lotted 
in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 
Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN 
SAFETY IN BUYING. 

t .... ......... . 
! PHILATELISTS I 
• ♦ 
♦ What do you know t 

I
. of the air souvenirs of your favourite 

t 

country? 

"WORLD AIR POSTS" 
will tell you! It is a priced Digest 
the Air Post and Aviation Souvenirs 
nearly 200 countries, with 22 pages of 
coloured and other illustrations: ordi-

♦ nary edition, 3/6 sterling (U.S.A. 70c.). 
+ Extra-Illustrated Edition containing t additional pages of actual foreign air t stamps, souvenirs, etc. (value 9/-) for 
• 10/- sterling (U.S.A. $2). 

+ 
+ ♦ 

l 
t 
+ 

Special, Limited Edition, as above but 
with actual foreign air stamps, covers, 
souvenirs, etc. (value 40/-) on supple-
mentary pages, for 25/- (U.S.A. $5). 

F. J. FIELD, 
t '' The Aero Field" Sutton Coldfield, 
+ ENGLAND 
♦ 

~················•~·~---_.__..~._.~ 

I 

LONDON BANK PARCELS 
Current issues - including high values,, 
air mails, latest issues, etc.-from all 
parts of the world. Common items 
excluded. 5/-, 10/-, £1 and £2 per 

parcel. 
All used Peace Issues in stor.k Rt 
moderate prices. Send me your want 

list for bargain quotation. 

K. R. MANNING, 
I, STOCKWELL AVENUE, LONDON, S.W.9 

ENGLAND. 

DOUGLAS 

ROTH B.P.A. 

/or 

CLASSIC 

ISSUES 
of all countries 

20 ELM PARK COURT 

PINNER, MIDDLESEX 

ENGLAND 

Est. 1936. 

' --

BRITISH COLONIALS 
10 PER CENT NEW ISSUE SERVICE 
The advantages of being a member of a 
reputable New Issue Service are many and 
obvious. We have been conducting our New 
Issue Department for the last 5-6 years, and 
should be only too pleased to forward par
ticulars of our scheme to any Collectors who 
may wish to avml themselves of such an 
offer. Want Lists for all British Colonials 
(mint or used) appreciated. Obsolete values 

of K. Geo. VI are our speciality. 

THE MAYFLOWERi ST AMP CO. 
18 York Street, Plymouth 

England 
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U.S.A. 
Commemoratives. 

Having had severe criticism for issuing the 
Sacramento Gold Rush stamp with very little 
notice, the p,ostal authorities are now going 
to the opposite extreme and have announced 
their programme of six commemoratives for 
1948. The issues will be:-

150th Anniversary of the Mississippi Terri
tory, issued for 7th April. This stamp i'S 
probably unique in that it deliberately sho"".s 
an error in spellilng. In the seal of the Terri
tory made in 1798, the fourth "S" in the name 
thereof was omitted. The seal is featured on 
the stamp and, for historical accurac~, . the 
spelling is kept as it appears on the or1gmal. 

Four Chaplains' Memorial. In h?nou:r: of 
the four chaplains ( a Roman Cathohc Priest, 
a Jewish Rabbi and two Protestant Ministers) 
who gave their lives when the troop transport 
"Dorchester" was torpedoed off Greenland in 
1943. 

Wisconsin. Centennial of admission to 
statehood. 

Francis Scott Key. Author of the words of 
"The Star Spangled Banner." Stamp honour
ing the Gold Star Mothers of all U.S. wars. 

Will Rogers istamp. paying tribute to the 
famed humorist and political commentator. 

Mammoth Sale of Looted Stamps. 
Mes·srs. H. R. Harmer, Inc., announce a sale 

in May of stamps in .aid of victims of Nazi 
aggression. These stamps, filling sixteen 
trunks and German ammunition cases, were 
found when the Allies entered Germany; they 
had been stolen from people persecuted for 
their political or racial beliefs. They were 
handed over to the International Refugee Or
ganisation and are now being sold for the 
benefit of refugees who can no longer return 
to their place of origin. 

AUSTRALIA 
A piece of interesting news from here is 

that Mr. H. R. Harmer, who has been on a 
visit to Australia, is opening a branch of his 
stamp auctioneering business, under the title 
"H. R. Harmer, Australia, Pty., Ltd.," at 
Castlereagh House, 25 Castlereagh Street, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

It is also announced that Robson Lowe, Ltd., 
has opened an agency at Melbourne, where Mr. 
J. L. Phillips of Masons Buildings, Sugden 
Place, will act as his representative. 

U.S.S.R. 
British philatelic papers report a deluge of 

new issues between September last and Feb
ruary of this year. Most of them are in both 
perf. and imperf. sets, with overcrowded de
signs and long propaganda messages. 

Sanatoria get 10 stamps, the 30th anniver
· sary of the October revolution 6, the post-war 
5-year plan 11, fifth anniversary of the relief 
i.of Leningrad 4, 30th anniversary of the Uk
,rainian S.S.R. 4, whilst the 800th anniversary 
of Moscow was honoured by a miniature sheet 
of 4 stamps of 3 roubles each. 

S. RHODESIA METER POSTS 
A reader, noticing a reference to U.M.V. 

Meter No. 217, used in Salisbury, has asked 
for further information about Meter Posts in 
S. Rhodesia. Mr. R. Axer has kindly supplied 
the following: 

"No complete list of meters used here is yet 
available, but I can give the following from 
my collection. I have four Universal Multi
Value marks, Nos. 36, 38, 42 and 217, all of 
which appear to have been taken from the 
Union series and the wording on them altered 
so that they could be licensed for use in S. 
Rhodesia. This, of course, can be done, as 
meter machines .are the private property of 
the companies concerned, but the wording on 
them must naturally conform to the regula
tions of the country which licenses their use. 

Rather more abundant are Neopost marks, 
mostly from limited value machines. Of these 
I have so far seen Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 12, 15, 
17, 20, 21, 22, 28, 30, 31, 39 and 45. 

A listing of the users of these machines can, 
I think, await a fuller record being obtained." 

Mr. Axer adds as an incidental note that 
the use of meters in the Union is going up 
by leaps and bounds. His latest records show 
Midget, 401; Neopost, 469; U.M.V., 331 and 
Hasler, 13. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
The po·stal .administration has sent us a 

special envelope, presumably a "first-day" 
cover with three stamps, 1.50, 3 and 5 kcs. 
and a special Pr.ague cancellation of 7-3-48. 
These stamps are in honour of the 11th rally 
of the Sokols. 

Another 'Special envelope has four stamps, 
1.50, 2, 3 and 5 kcs. issued in connection with 
the celebration of the 6th centenary of the 
founding of the Charles IV University in 
Prague. 

FORGED AND REPAIRED STAMPS 
The "Philatelic Magazine" quotes some in

teresting figures recorded by the official Swiss 
Expert Committee in respect of Swiss Can
tonal stamps submitted to them during the 
period 1943-46 for expertisation, 950 stamps 
in all. 

They found that out of every 100, 19 were 
forgeries, almo·st exactly 1 in 5; out of every 
100 genuine, 28 were repaired, nearly 1 in 3. 

FALKLAND DEPENDENCIES 
"Stamp Collecting'' considers the latest re

leased printing of these stamps worthy of 
being considered a new variety. They are from 
fresh plates and, amongst other 'Slight differ
ences, the lettering is now obviously sharp 
and clear as compared with the former heavy 
and rather blurred impressions. 

Gibbons would appear to be of the same 
cpinion as their "Stamp Monthly" illustrates 
the new maps of these stamps. The ·lines of 
latitude and longitude are fine and clear as 
compared with the coarse thick lines of the 
originals. 
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The story of South Africa's 
progress has been one of continual conquest 
of the miles. To-day that battle is still 
being waged-and won. 
Blasting their way through mountain ranges, 
S.A.R. engineers are steadily eliminating 
severe curvatures and gradients and tedious 
detours. Every inch hewn for these cuttings 
and tunnels means that miles are saved 

every year for passenger and freight traffic. 
As our vast Railway organisation is essentially 
a working partner with everyone in every 
community, any such improvement in our 
Railway system brings, either directly or 
indirectly, many benefits to everyone in the 
land. It means faster and more comfortable 
passenger travel, speedier and more efficient 
delivery of freight. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 
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Buying~n London Auctions 

All serious Collectors/may take an active part in the Bond 
Street Stamp Auctions. Special lightweight editions of all 
London Catalogues are printed for the convenience of distant 
subscribers who desire to receive their catalogues by Airmail. 
The excellent Air Mail Service between Great Britain and South 
Africa ensures that Catalogues of Sale arrive in ample time for 

Collectors to compete in the London Auctions. 
The Twelve Months' subscription rate is 20s. including Lists 
of Prices Realised plus actual postages which are debited to 
the recipient's account. To avoid frequent remittances· of 
small sums, clients should add £2 to the subscription for 
postages. When this has been exhausted, advice will be given. 

Catalogues carried by Surface Mail are sent post free. 

MAY 10th and 11th: 
POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE WORLD: Stron~ in Canada, France and Colonies, German States, Great 
Britain, Roumania, Spanish Colonies, etc ., and including- Switzerla·nd, 1843 ' ·Double Geneva,"' and Va:rd 
1849, fine used on cover. 

MAY 17th and 18th: 
NO SALE 

MAY 24th and 25th: 
FOREIGN AND COLONIAi. SALE: Notably, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, Gn :1ada, ,S. Africa, Straits 
Settlements, and a very fine collection of Air-Mail Stamps and Covers with m a ny fine and rare r>roperties. 
Illustrated Catalogues for above sales 6d. each, and Lists of Prices Realsed 1/- each, Post Free. 

Are you contemplating selling your Collection ? 
The H. R. HARMER Ltd. Auctions are the World's best medium 
for the Sale of fine stamps. More than 3,000 Leading Collectors 
are consistent buyers at the H. R. HARMER Ltd. Auctions in 
London and New York. Full details of Facilities, Commission 
Terms and Insurance a,:-rangements are given in the Annual 
Resume of Prices Realised, price Is., post paid. 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 

. 

INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS 

39-42, NEW BOND STREET, LONDON, W.I. 
I 

_ . Cables: •·PH/STAMSEL ",LONDON: c '""· --
in association; wit~ H. R. HARMER, Inc. 

32-34, EAST 57th STREET. NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 
; _O Cables:•· HARMERSALE.'' NEW YORK 

-;: · Published by-the P_· hilatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central New_ s 
~ Agency Ltd., Joha:rp1esbnrg. Printed by1 Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

_ ~ J ohanueslrnrg . 

. \ \ \ 
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----5Ell YouR STAMPS 
IN THE FINEST MARKET 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
LONDON - BOURNEMOUTH - PHILADELPHIA - MELBOURNE 

Our International Organisatiou offers the 
finest medium in the world for the disposal 
of High Class Quality Postage Stamps, 
Specialised Stamp Auctions are held regu
larly at our London Headquarters and Branch 
Sale:rooms. 

SELL BY LOWE 
& ENSURE SATISFACTION 

Send for details of our organisation and 
terms of snle . 

Headquarters: 

50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1. ENGLAND 
Tel.: Abbey 4034 Cables: "Stamps, London" 

Echo Building· 
Bounwmouth 

England 

Tel.: Bournemouth 36 

Branch Offices: 
ROBSON LOWE INC 
1320 Widener Building· 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., U.S.A. 

Tel.: Locust 4-1367 

)Ir. J. L. Phillips 
)lasons Building

Sugden Place 

)lelbourne, Australia 
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ll1·itish Colonial 
Sta11111s 

In Septembe1· this yeai· 38 Crown Colonies, Pl'Otectorates and Dependencies will each issue t\vo stamps to commemorate the Royal Silver Wedding. Each set will contain one low value and one high value. A common design will be used for all the low values and a different design will be common to all the high values. Both desh\'ns will show portraits of Their Majesties and will be of large upright 
shape. 

The values and colom·s of the stamps vary for the difi;.erent countries, the low values being either ~d., ld. l~d., 2d. 2:'.d. or 3d., while the denominations of the high values vary between 5/
and 25/-. 

We are now booking orders fo1· COMJ?LETE MINT COLLECTIONS at the specially reduced price of £43/15/- per complete collection, of which amount £37 must be paid by July 31st, the balance being payable upon delivery of the stamps by us. Collections in pairs and blocks pro rata. Those who wish to pay the full amount now are, of course, at liberty, to do so. Registe1·ed postage is free, but bank charges must be added to country cheques at the rate: of 6d. per £10. 

Those who do not desire complete collections may place orders with us now for any individual sets required. Our prices for indiddual sets will be sent upon receipt of details of countries required. 

\Ve have prepared a fully descriptive circular giving the names of the countries and values in each 
1-et and will be glad to send copies of same upon request. 

No11-t1olo11ial lloyal Sil,,,e1· Weddi11;: 
Sta11111s 

'fhe following is a complete list of non-Colonial Silve1·· Wedding stamps. All of them are now in stock and as they are not included in the Crown Colonies collection must be 01·dered separately and full remittance enclosed in J)ayment. Please order your requirements in them NOW and they will be sent by return post. As they are on sale for a limited period the prices quoted apply only while 
the sta·mps are current. 

c;REAT BRITAIN, 2Jd. and £1, mint 

c;.B., 2½d. and .£1 overprinted TANGIER, mint 

G.B., 2Jd. and £1 ovenH'inted MOROCCO AGENCIES, mint .. 
c;.B., 2~d. and £1 overprinted BAHRAIN 2ias. and 

G.B., 2½d. and £1 overprinted KUWAIT 2~as. and 

c;.B., 21d, and £1 overprinted MUSCAT 21as. and 

SOUTH AFRICA, 3d. in hot·izontal 1iair, mint 
SOUTH AFRICA, 3d. in horizontal pair, used 
S.W. AFRICA, 3d. in horizontal pair, mint .. 
S. W. AFRICA, 3d. in horizontal pair, used .. 

15R., mint 

15R., mint 

15R., mint 

ALL THE ABOVE CAN BE SUPPLIED IN BLOCKS AT PRO 

Special prices Prices to 
to customers those who 

who order all do not orde1· 
the Crov.111 the Crown 

Colonies sets Colonies 
collections 

£1 3 6 £1 4 

3 6 4 6 

3 6 4 6 

6 3 7 6 

6 3 7 6 

6 3 7 6 

7½d. 7Jd. 
8d. 8d. 

"i tel. 7½d. 
8d. 8d. 

RATA PRICES 

When ordering- any of these non-Colonial sets from us by post please add 6d. for registered po:-;ta,:re to all 01·ders totalling less than 50/-. Country cheques must include bank charges at the rate 
of 6d. per £10. 

For prompt attention and :su11erb eopies send your orders to: 

ROBERTSON STAMP CO. (PTY.), LTD. 
P.O. Box 5826. 

(Dfrectors: J. Robertson, M. Robertson, R. T. Lilley) 

JOHANNESBURG 
Shop: U OLD ARCADE, 100 MARKET STREET 

Telegrams : Robstampco. 

Telephone 33-1454 
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UNION NOTES. 

RECENT PIUNTINGS 
The postal authorities ?a"."e suppl~ed the 

following data covering printmgs ~urin_g the 
:period 31-1-48 to 11-5-~8. For previous mfor
mation see our March issue, p. 33. 

Pictorial Postage Stamps. 
~d.-J ob 11662 contd. A total of 563,010 

sheets x 240 delivered up to 10-2-48 from 
cylinders 48 Int., 6933 Ext., a·s before. A fur
ther 173,400 sheets x 180 between 16-3-48 and 
6-4-48 from new cylinders 25 Int. and 6912 
Ext. 

ld.-J ob 2201 contd. 88,382 sheets ~ 180 
delivered subsequent to 3-2-48 from cylinders 
Int. 36 (new) and Ext. 2 (old). 4,000 ~heets 
x 180 subsequent to 20-4-48 from cylinders 
Int 7109 and Ext. 29, both ·new. 119,500 
~he~ts x 180 subsequent to 7-5-48 from cylin
ders Int. 3 and Ext. 7020, both new. 

1 :,d.-J ob 8219. On an order for 1,500,000 
she~ts x 240 there were delivered 73,563 sheets 
from previously used cylinders Int. 5 and Ext. 
33 A further 201,501 sheets of Bantam size, 
subequent to 26-2-48, from new cylinders Int. 
28 and Ext. 6. 

3d.-Job 2062 contd. A total of 73,000 sheets 
x 120 now delivered. Same cylinders as be
fore. 

4d.-J ob 2973 contd. A total of 95,000 
sheets x 120 up tol 5-2-48. Old cylinder 19. 

6d.-Job 8220 contd. A total of 41,500 
sheets x 240 delivered since 27-1-48. Old 
cvlinders Int. 9 and Ext. 6935. 

· l's.-J ob 10231. On an ,order for 200,000 
sheets x 120, there were delivered subs~quent 
to 23-3-48, 13,000 sheets from old cylinders 
Int. 6925 and Ext. 38. A further 37,000 sheets 
from new cylinders Int. 14 and Ext. 6027. 

Silver Wedding Stamps. 
3d.-Job 12768. 84,500 sheets x 120 del~vered 

between 8-4-48 and 16-4-48 from new cylmders 
Int. 48 and Ext. 6923. Of these, 13,500 sheets 
were overprinted "SWA" on a flat bed ma
chine from new formes. 

Ai.r Letter Cards. 
6d.-J.ob 9136 contd. A total of 1,646,929 

sheets x 6 delivered up to 1-4-8 from cyl. 70 
as before. 

Job 12528. On an order for 2,000,000 sheets 
x 4 there were delivered subsequent to 
29-4-48, 468,000 printed from new cyl 4. 

Job 33119. From P.M.G's stocks 7,200 
sheets x 6 were delivered on 18-3-48 over
printed "Swaziland" on a flat bed machine 
from old formes. 

Inland Pictoral Postcards. 

ld.-Job 2743 contd. Delivered to date, 
2,384,000 sheets x 32 from cylinders 87 for 
stamps and 86 for pictures a·s before. 

"Official" StampSi. 
The following quantities, taken from 

P.M.G's stocks were overprinted "official/ 
offiseel" on a flat bed machine from old formes 
and delivered on 6-4-48: ilid., 500 sheets x 240; 
ld., 500 sheets x 240; Hd., 499 sheets x 240; 
2d., 500 ·sheets x 120; 6d., 500 sheets x 240; 
ls., 500 sheets x 120; 2s. 6d., 200 sheets x 
60; 5s., 200 sheets x 60; 10s., 100 sheets x 60. 

[Note particularly: New cylinders for ~d., 
several new cylinders and combinations for 
ld., new cylinders for ls. and quantities for 
Silver Wedding stamps. What a lot of head
aches we will be saved from when our sug
gestion that all sheets should have the cylin
der numbers on the margin comes into effect! 

We are officially informed that procedure is 
shortly to be put into operation.-Ed.J 

Official Announcement. 
The Postmaster-General announces that 

(a) a limited supply of booklets contain
ing four one-penny and four half
penny postage stamps is available for 
sale at Post Offices in the Union at 
face value, i.e., 6d. each, and 

(b) as a temporary measure, the ld. 
postage stamp is being printed in 
sheets of 180 instead of 240 stamps. 
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Control Kumbers. 
Collectors have had great difficulty in 

identifying printings with their correspond
ing cylinders, especially when several new 
cylinders or combinations of cylinders were 
employed within a very short peri·od, as has 
been the case recently with one ~d. stamp in 
particular. 

To get over this, a request was put forward 
from the recent Federation Congress that 
certified sheets of each printing, where a new 
cylinder is involved, might be made available 
to the Federation and the characters of each 
printing could then have been publicised by 
us. 

An official reply to this request has been 
received. The post office administration re
grets that they are unable to arrange for this 
sale of certified sheets, but instead, they have 
arranged with the Government Printer for 
a marginal imprint of cylinder numbe1·s to 
be inade on sheets in future. 

For this we should be truly grateful. It is 
really a better arrangement than making 
certified sheets available to a very few; this 
will make identifiable sheets available to 
everyone. It may happen, of course, that 
every post office will not get specimens of 
every printing and some C'Ollectors may still 
have to do a little hunting, but this is all 
to the good; collecting should not become 
completely spoon feeding, otherwise a lot of 
the fun would go from it. 

New Sheet Format of ½cl. and ld. Pictorials. 
Mr. A. H. Sydow reports that the M. 

Springbok Head stamps in sheets of 180 
(20 x 9) were on sale at Yster Plaat P.O. 
Cape Town, on the 10th April, 1948, and that 
the ld. value of the 180-set went :on sale in 
Cape Town on the 8th May. 

He notes that the ~d. stamps are from the 
old diapositive vertical rows Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11 and 12, with the first three rows 
(columns Nos. 1, 2, and 3) removed either by 
masking the cor·rtlati1.,•e imltges on the dia
positive or by 'Varnishing out on the copper 
faced cylinders and mentions that like the 
two previous 240-set cylinders the frames are 
screened and that in Union rotogravure 
philately we have the following conditions 
obtaining in the printing of bicoloured stamps. 
(a) Prnmes Screened-Vignettes l]nscref<ned 

e.g., 180 set Id. Springbok Head. 
(b) Prames Un.c;creene.d-Vigne,ttes Scr1:enecl 

e.g., K.G. VI Coronations 
(c) Prames Unscreened - Vignettes Un

screened 
e.g., K.G. V Silver Jubilees 

( d) Prame-s Screenec~Vignettes Screened 
e.g., Peace and Victory Issues. 

The ;d. and ld. sheets of 180 were noted as 
available in Johannesburg on the 12th May, 
but there is no record of the first day of 
issue in this area. The design, colours and 
size ( 18 x 22 mm.), of the stamps in these 
smaller sheets are no diffel'ent to those that 
have been on sale during the last few months, 

but since the new sheet has been formed 
with a row of nine stamps, instead of twelve, 
the single marginal arrow previously 
printed in the centre of the top and bottom 
edges for equal division of the sheet, has 
perforce disappeared from its old position and 
been replaced with two arrows, one at a 
third and the other at two-thirds of the row 
to indicate division into three equal parts. 
The single arrow at the centre of each lateral 
margin is as before. 

The green coloured frames of the ~d. 
stamps show the same photogra vure screen 
p-rinting as the Type III stamps described in 
the April, 1948, number of "Gibbons Stamp 
Monthly" and listed in the Catalogue Supple
ment of the same issue as No. 55b. The bi
lingual layout of this value, however, has 
been changed by a reversion to the arrange
ment adopted up until the middle of 1947 and 
No. 1 stamp on the sheet is again inscribed 
in Afrikaans, instead of the English of re
cent printings. There is no change in the 
language setting of the ld. value and No. 
1 stamp on the sheet is inscribed, as before~ 
in English. In connection with these latter 
points, Mr. Sydow's notes on the new print
ings are particularly illuminating for they 
show the change has been brought about with 
the ~d. value and it will be interesting to learn 
if the same procedure was adopted for the ld. 
issue, but that, since in this case the bilingual 
arrangement has not been altered, the mask
ing was carried out on columns Nos. 10, 11:, 
and 12. 

A number of small printing flaws exist on 
the new sheets of both values and the more 
notable are listed below. Most of them, like 
the "Fly Swarms'' around the Springbok's 
Head on several of the id. stamps can be 
quite easily recognised, but the most interest
ing and certainly the most approp,riate to the 
design, is undoubtedly the little defect on one 
of the ld. stamps which takes the shape of 
a seagull flying over the top yardarm of Van 
Riebeeck's ship. A fairly consistent nrinting 
characteristic in the form of a small white 
blemish appears in the ld. sheets at a posi
tion about 4 mm. up from the bottom left 
hand corner of everv old numbered Afrikaans 
stamp, i.e., those in every alternate row 
commencing at Row No. 2. . 

The watermark is normal and the sheet 
numbers noted on both denominations con
sist of four numerals printed in red on me 
right hand side. A strip of four, taken from 
a corner of the top or bottom rows, will serve 
to classify the new small sheet settings and 
the following flaws, tabulated in the order of 
Row /Stamp, will assist in identifying these 
particular printings. 

[d. Denomination 
No. 

1/7 White dot in oval near buck's right 
eye. 

1/9 White dot in left-hand vertical bar. 
3/1 Tag on buck's left ear and spot on 

nose. 
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4/7 White mark bottom right-hand frame 
lines. 

4/8 White marks bottom left-hand frame 
lines. 

6/1 Green leaf-shaped mark on buck's 
neck. 

6/2 Green marks on horns. 
9/9 Small line flaw top right ornamental 

square. 
15/3 Dent in label line under "OM". 
18/5 Numerous black spots in oval. 
18/9 Green bleb above "AF" of "Africa". 
19/3-7 Numerous black spots in ovals. 
20/ 4 Green bleb top left-hand c:orner. 
20/8 Black spot on buck's cheek. 
ld. Denomination 
No. 
2/5 
3/9 

4/5 
5/5 
6/7 

11/8 
12/6 
12/9 
13/4 
16/7 

Black smudge across top of sunrays. 
Vertical white streak from yardarm 
to oval. 
Broken oval top left cluster of leaves. 
Break at top of "0" in "South". 
"Seagull" in flight near top yardarm. 
Small square patch on sail. ( Centre.) 
Red dot in "F" of "Africa". 
Hair line from sail across sunrays. 
Hooked-shaped line near stern lantern. 
Letters "FR'' in "Afrika" joined at 
top. 

17 /5 "Ship in Haze". 
18/8 Red flower in cluster of leaves right 

centre. 
20/8 Red dot in frame above "AF" of 

"Africa". 
Union Catalogue. 

We hear that the 2nd printing of this ( 500 
copies) is about ready and that it is already 
nearly sold out in advance. A Supplement is 
in the proof-correcting stage and should also 
soon be ready. This will be sold to anyone 
at 9d., but members of the constituent Socie
ties of the Federation can get it through their 
Society Secretaries at 6d. p-er copy. 
1 fd. Pictorial Bantams~ 

Mr. S. Harvey of Stellenbosch notes that in 
addition to the flaws listed in our May issue 
a small black mark appears to be constant in 
the south-west corner of the stamp in Row 
5/14. Mr. S. C. Chantler, Grahamstown, con
firms that the defective shading around the 
"A" of "Afrika" in Row 2/6 is a constant 
flaw and also mentiones a mutilated perf. at 
Row 6/5 and Row 6/16. These latter defects 
are also in evidence on the sheets distributed 
in the Reef area. 

Mr. A. H. Sydow records that the Bantam 
Hd. Gold Mine stamp was on sale at the Dorp 
Street P.O., Cape T:own, on the 6th April, 
1948. 
"Stamp Collecting" and Unions. 

"W. E. Fyndem" writing in "Stamp Collect
ing," 3rd April, 1948, mentions the difficulty 
of obtaining a used pair of S.G. 44b of South 
Africa, the 2d. rotogravure in blue and violet. 
He points out that the South African cata
logue only prices it at ls. used ( against fo,. 
for the rare sepia and deep lilac shade issued 
1936-7 ( and 2s. for the indigo and violet shade 
issued 1937-8) but that in England very few 

dealers can point to even a single in their 
stocks. 

In the following number, 10th April, the 
same writer comments on other Union items 
which are difficult to obtain in used pairs, 
(S.G. 32-6d. of 1926; S.G. 35a-4d. of 
1927-8; S.G. Nos. 45 (3d.), 48 (ls.), 49 
(2s. 6d.) of the 1930 set and the blue and 
violet No. 58) and finally in the 24th April 
issue of the periodical the fact is recorded 
that "South Africa is now definitely a country 
of collectors, and early and modern African 
material sells better in the Dominion than 
ever before.'' 

We have certainly noted that it has be
come increasingly more difficult to obtain 
these items which a few years ago were appar
ently available for the asking. 
Silver Wedding Stamp Flaws. 

The excellence or the design of the 
Silver Wedding stamp has been rather 
marred by the rcfogravure process of print
ing and it is a great pity indeed that the 
stamps could not have been turned out with 
the same beautifully clear and outstanding 
appearance as that depicted in the photo
graphic reproductions circulated to the Press 
prior to the issue. 

Practically every stamp in the sheet con
tains some flaw in the form of dots or small 
marks, a number of which do not appear to 
be constant, and from lists submitted by l\'Ir. 
S. C. Chantler and Mr. C. Sieberhagen, we 
have selected the following for guidance in 
identifying the printing. The flaws are set 
out in the order of R·ow /Stamp and it should 
also be noted that on every Afrikaans stamp 
there is a slight thinning of the right-hand 
side frame line over a length of about 2~ mm. 
near the bottom corner. The large frame line 
flaw (? a retouch) and the "Broken Hyphen" 
in R-ow 14/5 and 16/5 re·spectively are. prob
ably the most interesting of the flaws. 
No. 
1/3 
2/1 
8/3 

9/4 

9/5 
11/1 

Hair line across Queen's face. 
Blue spot on King's neck under ~ar. 
Small line through "r" of "Silwer
bruilof." 
Blue dot in right frame at thinned 
part. 
Blue dot under "A" of "Africa". 
White streak from "Silver" to King's 
nose. 

14/5 "Retouch" at centre of right-hand 
frame line. 

15/3 White arc joining King and Queen's 
foreheads. 

15/4 Flaw at centre of right-hand frame 
line. 

16/5 Broken hyphen (two dots). 
17 /1 Mark at Queen's mouth. ( Moustache 

effect.) , 
17 /5 Dot on King's forehead. 
18/2 Dot in right-hand "3". 
20/2 Spot on King's forehead. 
20/3 Dark smudge under "Silwerbruilof". 

Note: An examination of some of the Silver 
Wedding stamps overprinted for use in 
South West Africa shows all of the above 
flaws. W.N.S. 
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Some Old Transvaal 
Stamps 

5-Notes on the Borrius issues 

by R. BROOM, F.R.S. 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

In September, 1870, Mr. J. P. Borrius, of 
Potchef stroom, was engaged by the Post
master-General, Mr. F. Jeppe, as printer of 
the Transvaal stamps. The printings done by 
Mr. M. J. Viljoen had been very unsatisfac
tory, but Borrius showed by his first issue, 
ld. black stamps on 28th Sept'ember, that he 
could print almost as well as Adolph Otto of 
Gustrow, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, who made 
the Transvaal p,lates and printed the first 
issues. Borius continued as printer till the 
middle of 187 4. 

The -stamps of Borrius are so nicely printed 
that they are a delight to collect; they are 
very interesting on account of the variety 
of papers used, and some of the stamps are 
of considerable rarity, especially when unused. 

There were two original plates, 40 stamps 
in each, for each of the ld., 3d., 6d. and ls. 
values, ref erred to as "Left" and "Right." 
Otto and Viljoen had each of them used both 
plates, as did the Stamp Commission from 
1875 to 1883, but P. Davis and Son, of Pieter
maritzburg, who printed ld. and 6d. stamps 
in September, 1874, only used the Left plates. 
It is a debated point whether Borrius used 
both plates or only the Left one. 

The tetes-beches only occur on the Right 
plates of the 6d. and ls. values, one cliche of 
each being inverted-No. 25 of the 6d. and 
No. 1 of the ls. If Borrius only used the 
Left plates, then he never printed any tetes
beches. 

Mr. J. H. Curle was specially interested in 
retes-Heches, and in his collection, which has 
just come to the Africana Museum in Johan
nesburg, has the largest collection of old 
Transvaal 1:letes-beches in the world, viz., 19. 
The King's collection is a good second with 
13, while the Tapling collection in the British 
Museum comes third with seven. Curle esti
mates that in the rest of the world there are 
probably not more than 13 others. 

In the very valuable book on "Transvaal 
Postage Stamps" by J. H. Curle and A. E. 
Basden, published in 1940, the authors state 
-quite definitely that Borrius "never printed 
from the tete-beche plates." 

Yardley, in his great papers on the Trans
vaal stamps, divides the Borrius stamps into 
six groups according to the papers. In all 
of these except Paper E, he says: "No stamps 
from the Right pane of the sixpence are 
known." But in Paper E he says: "Varieties 
of the sixpence are known from the Right 
pane." This is clearly S.G. No. 36. 

In an old Bright and Son catalogue (1914) 
which I have, eight different ld., 3d. and ls. 
Borrius stamps are listed. Their No. 29 is 

manifestly S.G. No. 31, ls. pale green, and 
it is stated "the ls. value exists tete-beche." 
Their No. 30 is also a ls. stamp, but is pos
sibly wrongly identified as a Borrius printing. 
This catalogue further mentions three varie
ties of 6d. "by Borrius or by the Stamp Com
mission" and states: "These may be found in 
numerous shades of blue and ultramarine. 
They also exist tete-beche." The ultramarines 
certainly cannot be Stamp Commission print
ings. 

Having a fairly extensive collection of Bor
rius stamps, I plated my sixpennies out of 
curiosity and found that Right pane stamps 
are not at all uncommon. ' 

I recently obtained from a London dealer 
a block of three unused sixpennies which are 
undoubtedly S.G. No. 36, and these three are 
also unquestionably Nos. 7, 8 and 15 of the 
Right pane. I also have Right pane stamps 
of S.G. Nos. 30, 33, 33a and 36a. So we now 
know that in all these varieties there must 
have been tetes-beches. Curiously enough, I 
have of S.G. No. 33a a No. 25 Right pane 
stamp which, if it had retained any one of 
its partners, Nos. 17, 26 or 33, would have 
been tete-beche. 

It is almost impossible to plate the ls. 
stamps, except in a few cases. Though there 
are no tetes-beches among the ld. or 3d. 
stamps, it is interesting to note that I have 
an R 25 of the ld. S.G. No. 32a which shows 
that Borrius must have used both ld. plates 
-at least in 1873 or 187 4. 

I also have a Right pane 3d. stamp of S.G. 
No. 29. This is rather odd because Borrius 
only issued 8,040 3d. stamps in all and 8,040 
is not divisible by 80. He must therefore 
have printed from the two plates separately, 
and the Left plate is so much better tlian 
the Right one that it is strange he should 
have printed from the Right one at all. 

We may be right therefore in concluding 
that in 1870 and perhaps till the end of 1872 
Borrius used only Left plates, but that in 
1873 and -87 4 he used both plates. 

* * * 
EXCHANGE WANTED 

Mr. Ch!. Hansen, of Alle 35, Vegen, Den
mark, wishes to exchange, good for good, 
better for better. He has sent two dozen 
modern Danish, mostly mint, which can be 
forwarded to anyone wishing to start ex
change. 

SWEDEN 
On 26th April there appeared three stamps 

l 5 and 3po and 1~ honouring the centenary 
of orgai:nsed Swedish settlement in U.S.A. 
The design shows a farmer with plough, an 
old farmhouse and a skyscraper. A si.,ecial 
first-day postmark features a settler and a 
Red Indian. We understand that a propo~al 
to have a commemorative of this event in the 
U.S.A. was turned down, principally because 
there was a Scandinavian settlement stamp in 
1938. 
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Silver Wedding Issues 
Place your orders now for the complete sets of the 66 issuing countries, 

a deposit of £30 required for complete sets. No deposits required for the 
low values only, short sets or individual sets. 

Complete Mint at £49; ·Complete Used at £58; Complete F.D.C.s at £60. 

These prices are my current retail prices, and are subject to revision 
at any time. No orders accepted for the complete sets after 15th JULY. 

NYASALAND 
The following S.G. Nos, are available from stock. SUBJECT UNSOLD. 

ALL USED 
S.G. Nos. 1 at 9d.; 2 at 1/-; 3 at 1/-; 7 at 4/-; 19 at 45/-; 21 at 4/-; 

22 at 6/-; 23 at 7/6; 24 at 6/-; 26 at 45/-; 27 at 12/6; 29 at £6/10/-; 
33 at 4/-; 38 at 20/-; 39 at 50/-; 43 at 3d.; 44 at 6d.; 45 at 2/-; 46 at 
2/6; 47 at 3/6; 49 at 40/-; 50 at 18/6; 51 at 37/6; 53 at 2/-; 55 at 37/6; 
55a at 10/-; 56 at 10/-; 56a at 17/6; 57c at 3d.; 57d at 4/6; 58 at 7/6; 
59 at 3d.; 63 at 12/6; 68 at 6d.; 74 at 8d.; 75 at 2/-; 76 at 3/-; 77 at 3/-; 
83 at ld.; 87 at 6d.; 90 at 1/-; 91 at 8d.; 91b at 5/-; 93 at 2/-; 98 at 70/-; 
100 at 3d.; 101 at 3d.; 103 at 3d.; 105 at 9d.; 109 at 6/6; 112 at 20/-; 
114 at 2d.; 115 at 2d.; 116 at 9d.; 117 at 6d.; 118 at 9d.; 119 at 3/-; 120 
at 2/6; 122 at 6/6; 123 at 1/-; 124 at 3/-; 125 at 7/-; 126 at 17/-; 127 
at 2d.; 128 at 4d.; 129 at 9d.; 130 at 3d.; 130a at 2d.; 131 at 4d.; 131a at 
2d.; 132 at 2/-; 132a at 5d.; 133 at 4d.;133a at 6d.; 134 at 9d.; 135 at 1/-; 
136 at 1/6; 137 at 3/-; 138 at 3/6; 139 at 6/6; 140 at 8/-; 141 at 17/6; 142 
at 30/-; 143 at 60/-; 144 at ld.; 145 at 4d.; 145a at 2d.; 146 at 3d.; 147 
at 4d.; 148 at 6d.; 149 at 8d.; 150 at 1/-; 151 at 1/6; 152 at 2/-; 153 at 
4/-; 154 at 5/-; 155 at 10/-; 156 at 20/-; 157 at 40/-; 158 at 3d.; 159 at 6d. 

Complete sets of S.G. Nos. 123/126 at 25/-; 127 /129 at 1/3; 130/143, 
18 values complete, at £6; 144/157 at 70/-; 158/159 at 9d. 

CASH WITH ALL ORDERS, PLEASE, BY POSTAL ORDERS 

OR BANKERS DRAFT ON THE STANDARD BANK OF SOUTH 

AFRICA, BLANTYRE, NYASALAND POSTAGES EXTRA 

Send To: 

T. Mc. MICKI NG 
(P.T.S., B.P.A., F.R.G.S.) 

Cholo, Nyasaland. British Central Africa 
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1.1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111: 

ART and ARTISTS on STAMPS 
DR. WALTER HESSE 

(Communicated to the Capetown Philatelic Society) 
.11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111•1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111', 

"Tom said to himself that it was not such 
a hollow world after all. He had discovered 
a great law of human action, without knowing 
it, namely, that, in order to make a man or 
a boy covet a thing, it is only necessary to 
make the thing difficult to attain. If he had 
been a great and wise philosopher, like the 
writer of this book, he would now have com
prehended that work consists of whatever a 
body is obliged to do, and that play consists 
of whatever a body is not obliged to do. And 
this would help him to understand why con
structing artificial flowers, or performing on 
a treadmill, is work, whilst rolling nine-pins 
or climbing Mont Blanc is only amusement." 
-"Tom Sawyer," by Mark Twain. 

Time and again I have made the observa
tion that when we display our stamps, we tell 
each other what we collect and how we have 
inade up our collections; but we never tell 
each other why we collect, and why we have 
chose-~ a particular line in collecting. And yet 
it seems to me that an explanation of the 
"why" would be the most fruitful and clarify
ing one· moreover that the "what" and "how" 
directly' follow out of the "why." I propose. 
therefore, to comment on to-night's display by 
starting at the beginning. Why do we, why 
do I collect ? 

There are, of course, lots of easy, simple 
and very superficial explanations, and we have 
heard them often enough to rattle them off by 
heart. But let us, for once, refuse to be 
superficial and dishonest, for the one means 
the other. I have never seen or heard of a 
good, all-embracing, psychologically sound 
answer to a question that we, the collectors, 
are being asked all the time by our wives, 
friends and children, by all those who do not 
collect. And when we have given them the 
simple answers, they have seemed, even to 
us, half-understood, made-up, unconvincing. 

For we do not collect to enrich our "general 
knowledge." That we could do much more 
easily, more cheaply and without irritating 
our friends, if we read books. Every stamp 
quiz pertaining to "general knowledge" proves 
how little we know actually about our stamps, 
their contents and their messages. 

And we do not collect in order to learn our 
geography better. Our stamps do not tell- us 
enough about the situation of the countries 
apd_ ~uch too seldom about geographical pecu~ 
harities of more than a purely local interest. 
We stock our brains with the different mone
tary systems, and we recog-nise instantly 
elated personages. But as we do not even ex
plore our own town, I refuse to believe that 
we spend pounds and pounds on stamps of 

far-away countries only because we cannot 
travel there to see for ourselves. 

And I do not believe that the general col
lector pays for his stamps in order to "study" 
them. There are some, certainly, who devote 
all their time to the study of the "production1

' 

part of the stamp, as it were-plating it, 
locating its flaws, reasoning out its history. 
But their interest must be a secondary one. 
For they have all started as we did, as school 
boys, collecting for the sake of collecting, and 
have only risen to their elated position after 
having gone through that primary stage. Their 
original urge was not archaeological, it was 
acquisitive. 

What is more, we humble ones do not quite 
understand them, as, in turn, we are not quite 
understood by our dearest. I, for one, cannot 
see much point in plating newly issued stamps 
when a whole sheet can be purchased at the 
Post office; and many other specialised studies 
do not seem to me to be far removed from 
such an unnecessary and slightly ridiculous 
labour. But even if we understood these stu
dents and their seriousness (which seems to 
forget so often that collecting was originally 
meant to be fun), this would only explain why 
~eoplE; col!ect "side lines," for theirs is a side 
lme; 1t still would not help us to understand 
why people collect stamps at all. 

Or do we collect, as art collectors for aes
thetic reasons ? We do not, and ~e know 
we do not. We take any stamp-I nearly said 
any old stamp-that is valuable and we pay 
g_ood money for excretions that cannot pos
s1blJ'." pe classified under art. Our sole aes
t~etic dem:3-nd is that the stamp must not look 
dirty, mutilated, torn; otherwise it may even 
be . an Afghanistan stamp, or 'one of those 
Indian States. And a "Sydney view" looks 
ugly only to non-collectors. 

Nor, incidentally, do the above-mentioned 
students of philately approach their material 
for. reason~ of go~d taste. When the archaeo
!og1s_t studies a dirty hole in the ground, fills 
it ~1th plaster of paris and writes down his 
findmgs, the result will be an enrichment to 
hu~an knowledge about the art of former cen
turies. T~e philatelist, however, uses the 
archae~log1cal tools, but his result, to be 
frank, IS only an enrichment to human know
ledg_e about the printer's failings and short
commgs; :3-nd more often than not, the text 
bo?k,_ which should be a compendium on 
prmtmg, has not been studied sufficiently. 

No, these superficial explanations will not 
do. Let us be honest and, as we are amongst 
ourselves . and nobody looks over our shoul
der~, ad:n1t that our primary reason for col
lectmg 1s that age-old, that eternal human 
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failing: the craving for possession. We want 
to have and to hold; we want to fill spaces 
because we want to fill our coffers. We pay 
because we want to earn. Not that we all 
want to sell, at a profit, what we _collected; 
and certainly not that we want to mvest for 
the benefit of our beloved, even if we try to 
persuade them that after our death they will 
reap the riches we assembled for them. Many 
of us do not want to sell a single stamp again, 
some of u-s do not want even to part with 
duplicates. We might not want to earn 
money, but we want to earn all the same. 

We want to earn the respect of our fellows, 
if possible even their jealousy. That is the 
crux of the whole matter. The fur coat of 
our good lady, the prize book in school, the 
medal, the self-made book-shelf, the 18-inch 
carnation, the picture in the paper, and our 
collection of stamps-they are all expressions 
of the same urge, inborn in us, and better 
acknowledged than hidden: our urge of vanity, 
our craving to be one better than the other 
fellow, to come out and above the mass of 
nonetities, to rise and to keep rising. There 
is a moral and aesthetic and a difference of 
grade between the man who sits on a flagpole 
for thirty days in order to have his name in 
all the papers, and the man who spends thirty 
years piecing a collection together in order 
to have his name in the roll of distinguished 
philatelists; but it is not an essential difference. 

Surely I am not saying what we do not 
all know for ourselves, and have known for a 
long time; our wives, and our friends, we may 
be sure, guess it, too; and so, since we are 
all alike, we should better admit it. Then 
our friend would admit that he goes fishing, 
not because of the healthy fresh air, but be
cause he hopes to land a real reporter's scoop. 
And our wife might then stop trying to make 
us believe that she dresses so well (and ex
pensively) only for us. 

But whether we admit it or not, it remains 
a fact: stamp collecting is a means of self
assurance and getting the better of one's in
feriority complex - one of the many means 
created by a closely packed society. Most 
people have more than only one hobby, and 
the more they have, the better for their inner 
balance, the little bit of happiness after which 
we all strive so hard, this happiness that is 
so tightly bound up with our vanity. One 
hobby only tends to make a man a fanatic; 
only if his stamp collecting does not not ruin 
all his other interests to the extent of his 
ruining himself and others, and only if one 
craving is balanced by another, will he do 
well to continue collecting. 

That will explain why even those who have 
achieved an outstanding position in society 
continue to collect stamps-why, even kings, 
presidents and scientists pursue our hobby. 
And it explains certainly why fanatics in 
other manifestations of this "will to power," 
people who prefer to collect countries to col
lecting by countries, never are stamp collec
tors. Finally, it explains why we all started 
as school boys, and all gave up collecting 
when we first fell in love, when maturing 

and dreaming of a job filled our hearts to 
the exclusion of any other desire-and why 
we all started collecting again when we had 
fallen out of our only time of being fanatics. 

Now we see why we collect, we can easily 
see why we collect differently, why we spe
cialise and have side line collections. It is 
merely that each of us must strive to be 
different. as there would be no point in our 
collecting if every accumulation were alike. 
As we want to be better than the next one, 
we must be different. And we must be dif
ferent, too, because we have different purses. 

When the catalogue came into being, when 
money entered the hobby, when stamps could 
be bought and sold, the side line collection 
was born. Since the best and most important 
and most glorifying collection depended on 
completion, and completion on means, the rich 
were the only ones who could continue col
lecting as before; all the others had only the 
alternative of fitting their goal to their purse 
-they had to specialise. And now there was 
added to the half-hearted excuse towards the 
stupefied non-collector the half-hearted excuse 
towards the general collector, that this was 
only a "side line" and not the real thing, and 
this apologising and silly feeling of guilt goes 
on to this day. Nowhere do we want to be 
taken more seriously than in the one thing 
which we pursue for "fun," for play. 

If we are honest about our collecting at all, 
we must be honest about our specialisation, too. 
We want to show off. We cannot show off 
with a general collection, as the empty spaces 
would defy our very end. We have to fall 
back on the completion of only one line, 
whether this be one country or one reign, or 
one issue, or all the stamps of the Zoo. Only 
in this way can we let ourselves go, with all 
the possible stamps, or for pages and pages 
and pages of the same stamp. 

What we choose, then, is not dictated only 
by our purse which does only the limiting. 
The choice is a matter of our inclinations, our 
little or great talents; and these will show 
off nicely at the same time. What we like 
best, we will find best to excel in. The medi
cal man will collect stamps that portray medi
cine, the school principal will form an educa
tional collection, the engineer will look for 
stamps that show "transport"; the romantic 
has his airmail stamps, and the old gentle
man whom I see every morning taking his 
dog for a walk comes home to his animal 
collection. 

So the one-country collections come about, 
either because they deal with the stamps of 
"our country" or because of affinities as far 
afield as predilections for design, colour, his
torical time, and so on. And all these collec
tions, in difference to an accumulation housed 
in a printed album, offer this other genuine 
advantage, that they give fulfilment to another 
innate human desire, related to the above
mentioned, namely, to draw, to put to paper 
the impression of the world around us. 

We like to write up our collectiohs, and 
we try to make a good job of that, because 
we are all trying to be practical artists, how
ever slim our ability. If we mount a good-
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looking stamp, we want to add of ourselves 
to its looks; we want to enrich its machine
printed, mass-produced appearance by some
thing that at the same time shows off our 
talent. Everyone could have picked that 
stamp; but only we could show it in this,. our 
personal way. No wonder we so often overdo 
this presentation. 

That is why we collect stamps. That is 
why we have our specialised displays. And 
that is why I collect "Arts and Artists." My 
purse, needless to say, will not allow of any 
ambitious accumulation; here I need only take 
one stamp in a series, and choose the cheapest 
one, if I like its colour. My patience, con
trary to the belief my clients have in me, 
will not allow of a collection that takes a 
life-time before I dare show its results. I 
have very limited drawing abilities and, un
fortunately, too much discrimination to be 
blind towards this limitation: if I tried to 
adorn my sheets of stamps, I might get away 
with some of my friends with such an effort, 
but not with those who are important to me. 

On the other hand, I have always been 
"going in for art," have always collected 
books and paintings, and even looked at them. 
If my life has been spent, so far, between 
studying and taking photographs, it had to 
seem natural to me to combine my urge to 
collect with this other great interest: it simply 
had to be a collection such as this. 

So much for the "why" and now for the 
"what." It is a collection of all those stamps 
that portray art in its different manifestations. 
But while this range has been kept as wide as 
possible, it is not altogether a collection of 
artistic stamps. Some of the examples 
naturally, are in themselves little masterpiece~ 
and decidedly artistic; but not all of them are. 
Faced with the great problem of how to limit 
a vast territory, I had to decide on ·either the 
artistic stamp, irrespective of its content or 
on the stamp that took its design from so~e
thing acknowledged to have been art. It was 
not only more economical but also safer to 
choose the latter course, for personal qualifi
cations of what is and what is not art, could 
be excluded. 

(To be continued) 

S.W.A. 3d. SILVER WEDDING STAMPS 
Union stamps overprinted by the Govern

ment Printer at Pretoria, by typograph on a 
flat plate. The type used was a new one and 
consisted of the letters SW A in thin, small 
capitals set close together without stops. In 
setting up the 120 SW A's an attempt was 
made to place each overprint above the Royal 
Cypher. 

This small type was used particularly so as 
not to touch either head. Great care was 
taken to ensure the correct position of the 
overprint on the stamps. 

Whether by accident or design, in order to 
place the overprint exactly, the compositor 
placed an extra row of spaces between ver
tical rows 3 and 4. 

The result is that the over-all measurements 
in vertical rows 1 and 2 from the "S" of SWA 
on row 1 to the "A" of SW A on row 2 is 
34.5 mm. Between rows 2 and 3, 4 and 5, and 
5 and 6 it is the same, but between rows 3 and 
4 the measurement is 35.5 mm., i.e., 1 mm. 
more than any other two rows. 

Expressed otherwise, it may be said that in 
the 3rd vertical row the tip of the "A" of 
SW A is to the left of the Queen's chin, 
whereas in the other rows it comes directly 
under the chin. 

This difference in spacing should be recog
nised as a definite variety by specialists, 
though it will not likely be given ordinary 
catalogue rank. 

-A. Kaplan. 
Mr. C. Sieberhagen describes this difference 

in spacing in still another ,vay: the distance 
from "S" to "S" of the overprints is 30 mm. 
between stamps 1 and 2, 2 and 3, 4 and 5, 5 
and 6 of the horizontal rows, but 31 mm. be
tween stamps 3 and 4. He states also that 
the overprints on the right half of the sheet 
(vertical rows 4, 5 and 6) are nearly 1 mm. 
higher than those of the left half (vertical 
rows 1, 2 and 3). 

We have to thank the African Collectors' 
Exchange for special envelopes with first-day 
cancellations of the Silver Wedding stamps, 
both Union and SWA. 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 

1!]1111111 11111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,e) 

Fine British ~olonials : 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues ( 1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Mc-dern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

~ J. BIRD, 116.. Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15.. England 
l:l,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1•,1111111,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111fil 
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955-
only 955 

stamps now needed to complete 

my whole World Collection of 

normals up to 1933 issues. 

--0--

London has come across hand

somely in the past three weeks 

through the medium of W. 

Houtzamer, Stanley Gibbons, 

H. E. Wingfield and Jim Davis 

(free ad.). 

No want li'.sts available in South Africa 
until my return in N.ovember. 

FJ. DIJNT, 
Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
A FEW OFFERS FROM STOCK T'HAT MAY 

HELP YOU TO FILL UP SOME GAPS 

ALL MINT 

S.G. Our S.G. Our 
No. Price No. Price 
89 5/0 171 7/6 
97 10/6 173 6/0 
98 11/0 177 12/6 
99 10/6 178 7/6 

l00A 27/6 183 3/3 
119 30/0 184 3/0 
120 25/0 185 8/0 
121 10/0 188 5/0 
122 30/0 189 14/0 
124 ~7/6 192 6/0 
125 ao;o 193 16/0 
127 32/6 195 

(s~arc~) 
4/6 

135 10/6 202 7/6 
136 10/6 203 25/0 
137 7/6 2'04 16/0 
138 14/0 205 9/0 
140 20/0 206 30/0 
141 22/6 207 30/0 
144 3/6 208 30/0 
147 4/0 214 7/6 

Postage extra on orders under 10/-

Want Lists of All Other Newfoundland 
Stamps Welcomed 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers for 65 Years) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 

I 

11 

Malta 
The current issue is soon to be replaced by a 
set to commemorate Restoration of Self-Govern
ment. Complete your set now, before it is too 

late. 
Any values-mint 5 % , use 15 % on face. 1938 
old colours, ½d.--3d., 'mint 2/9, used 3/- set. 
Silver Wedding (booking), mint 22/-, used 24/
set. Self-Government (booking) against IO/-

deposit. 

Special terms to Dealers Want Lists invited. 

Cash with order. Postage (air 1/7) extra. 

CHASWELL STAMPS 
P.O. Box 408, Valletta, MAL TA 

If you Collect 
British Colonials-

You will profit by the first-hand information brought 
to you unfailingly by 

for 35 years the recognised NEWSpaper of the 
Stamp World. 

Numbers of South African Philatelists already benefit 
by its up-to-the-minute News Service and inside Market 

"tips," straight from London's Strand. 

Knowledge is Power ! Can you afford 
not to be "in the know"? It costs only 
20/- yearly, for 52 numbers, bursting with 
BARGAINS, that will save you Pounds in 

the long-run. 
Don't Delay - Send Your Sub. To-day, to: 

STAMP COLLECTING LTD., 
(Philatelic Publishers) 

27 Maiden Lane, Strand, 
London, W .C.2. 

Obtainable in S. Africa through Central 
News Agency, Globe Stamp Co., Cape 
Town, Rohertson Stamp Co. ( Pty.), 

Johannesburg, and Agt>nts: 

Introductory Copy, free, on request. 

LONDON BANK PARCELS 
Current issues - including high values, 
air mails, latest issues, etc.-from all 
parts of the world. Common items 
excluded. 5/-, 10/-, £1 and £2 per 

parcel. 

All used Peace Issues in stoc-k ~.t 
moderate prices. Send me your want 

list for bargain quotation. 

K. R. MANNING, 
I, STOCKWELL AVENUE, LONDON, S.W.9 

ENGLAND. 
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'The Status of the Mafeking Siege Stamps 
FACTS ABOUT A FASCINATING AND CLASSIC ISSUE 

By Dr. K. FREUND 
(Continued from p. 56 of April issue) 

CHAPTER ONE (Contd.) 
4. THE ARRANGEMENTS WITH THE 

RUNNERS 
The Remuneration 

Summing up, we see that it was the com
bination of various reasons and circumstances 
which led in logical consequence to the issue 

the reins of government were placed cere
moniously in the hands of two councillors of 
the chief with general acclamation ( a pic
turesque description of this incident is given 
by J. A. Hamilton, one of the war correspon
dents, in his diary of "The Siege of Maf e
king," London, 1900, pp. 196 to 201). 

The main source of trouble having thus been 

Fig. 2. A typical l\Iafeking outpost ("Western Outposts'') to and from which local mail was 
delivered daily. The figure at the telescope is Major A. J. Godley, who assisted in postal matters. 

of special stamps; that the main and final 
impetus was given when the military authori
ties were suddenly confronted with the u1·gent 
need for extra postal revenue which would 
enable them to induce the native mail run
ners to carry on with their dangerous job. 

Before proper arrangements could be made 
with the runners, who mostly belonged to the 
Baralong tribe, their chief, Wessels, had to 
be removed, as he was the main trouble
maker and had instigated his men to refuse 
to go out again or to do any other job for 
the "English slave-drivers." At a "kotla" 
(assembly) of the tribe, called in by Mr. Ch. 
Bell, the magistrate and cJvil commissioner, 

removed, the way was open to come to terms 
with the runners. As can be imagined, there was 
some bargaining with them about the amounts 
which would be appropriate to compensate 
them for the enormous risks they had to take 
on their trip-s. The authorities had to keep 
in mind that it was after all the letter
writing public which had to carry the ex
penses by paying the necessary postage. The 
runners on their part were rather stubborn 
and difficult to please. But who could blame 
them, if they were reluctant to run the gaunt
let of enemy patrols and sharpshooters? 

At last, they agreed to an amount of £15 
per run, as L·ord Baden-Powell told me in 
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a letter. From other siege personalities I 
learned that the matter did not rest at that, 
for, after Baden-Powell had transferred all 
authority in postal matters to Major Lord 
Edward Cecil, the remuneration had to be 
further increased to as much as £25 in the 
majority of cases. This was rather an extra
ordinary high sum to be paid each time for 
a single trip. It had to be well considered and 
co.,lculated when determining the postal rates 
and denominations. 

The Routes 
As the war theatre beyond the besieged 

town had settled to certain well-defined areas 
and positions, the routes the runners had to 
take from now on were not left altogether to 
their own enterprise and ingeniousness, but 
were more or less prescribed for them. There 
were two alternatives: One route went south
wnrd where the runners were to endeavour 
to get to Kimberley and so to the main forces; 
the other route went in a northerly direction 
towards Col. P]umer's column, from where 
mail could be forwarded via Salisbury and 
Beira. 

It was decided to leave it to the individual 
letter-sender which one of the two routes he 
preferred for the dispatch of his mail. The 
northern route was generally pref erred, 
though it was the more expensive one accord
ing to the postal tariff fixed later, as we shall 
see. The reason for this preference has not 
been recorded and I have not been able to 
ascertain it. But judging from various in
cidents and from war maps of that time, I 
presume that this northern route, although 
far longer and going through intricate terri
tory, was less dangeous and offered better 
prospects of getting the mail through. 

5. THE NATURE OF THE 
CONTEMPLATED STAMPS 

From the account given so far of the his
tory of the stamps which the military authori
ties were going to issue, we can at this stage 
draw some important conclusions as to their 
true nature. 

As we saw, they were certainly not in
tended. t? be just a "flimsy souvenir issue,'' 
~n opm10n expressed frequently by mis
mformed critics (see for instance in "Stanley 
G~bbons' Monthly Journal," Feb., 1901, p. 
187). To these critics the stamps "appear'' to 
have been issued with the sole motive of com
memorating the event of the siege and of tell
ing the outside world of the gallant tenacity 
of the besieged; at the same time providing 
an "attractive'' issue for stamp collectors and 
for speculation. Why these critics insist un 
singling out the Mafeking stamps for such 
strictures is difficult to understand, as there 
seems to be a general popularity and desir
ability nowadays for commemorative issues 
which have practically no postal justification 
(the example of the bewildering number of 
£1 Silver Wedding stamps may suffice here). 
The Mafeking stamps, anyway, have nothing 
whatever in common with such unnecessary 

souvenir issues. \Ve see that the decision of 
the siege authorities to issue special stamps 
was the logical c'1tcome of a spate of events, 
and, in particular, was the solution to the 
problem of obtaining urgently needed revenue 
for effecting the delivery of rnail. 

Neither can it be said that the Mafe
king stamps represent the so-called "semi
postal" issues containing a surtax for a 
"fund." It is true, one of the main objects 
of their issue was to provide funds for the 
remuneration of the mail runners. This 
criterion of "funds" does not put them, how
ever, in the same category as those semi-postal 
stamps which have a surtax for certain 
funds bearing no relati-onship whatever to 
the postage idea, like the various issues with 
a "war" or "red cross" surtax, or the Belgian 
"Orval'' stamps, or the South African "Voor
trekker Monument" stamps, to name a few. 
Although a sort of surtax, a surcharge, had 
to be applied in the case of the Mafeking 
stamps, too (for reasons which we shall show 
in a later chapter), the purpose of this sur
charge-payment of runners-was a purely 
postal one. The revenue to be obtained was 
not even meant to go towards genm-al postal
departmental expenses, as it usually does in 
the case of a normal postage stamp. The prin
cipal object of the Mafeking stamps was to 
pay for the actual transmission b~ the run
ners, for the. conveyance of rnail itself, in 
short: to pre-pay postage, in the purest sense 
and meaning it implies. 

Further conclusions about the nature of 
the stamps will emerge when we come to 
deal with their actual manufacture and their 
appearance. 

(To be continued) 

'WANTED set 100 Cigarette cards "Postage 
Stamps-Rarest Varieties" issued African 
Tobacco Manufacturers, pre-war. Also Jugo-

slavia S.G. Simp. 1948 Nos. 

J. HAHN 
10 DU TOIT STREET, PAARL 

REP AIRED ST AMPS 
At the 194 7 Congress of the International 

Philatelic Federation ("F.I.P.") three resolu
tions were passed relevant to repaired stamps, 
which might be brought to the notice of local 
collectors and possible be considered by our 
Federation. The resolutions were: 

(1) .That repaired stamps should have 
the word "Repaired" on the back in indelible 
ink. 

(2) That "Experts", to whom repaired 
stamps are submitted, sould not sign them 
on the back even if their signature affirm 
"repaired". 

( 3) If repaired stamps are put on exhibit 
at any International Exhibit and not marked 
as such, the whole collection, of which they 
form part, should be withdrawn from com
petition. 
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Surcharge Or Overprint 
By STEPHEN G. RICH 

Reprinted from " The Southern Philatelist" 

As fine an example of futile pedantry as 
has ever marred stampic pleasure is shown 
in the attempt to separate the terms "sur
charge" and "overprint" and specially in the 
alleged reas0'11s for the separation. Philatelic 
language originated in France, from 1860 on
wards, and the French terms have slowly been 
replaced by native terms in our own language. 
The French term for anything printed over 
another printed item is "surcharge." That is 
good technical French of the printing trade. 
Ith.as nothing to do with money, extra charge, 
or the like; it means, literally "l,oaded onto." 
This term was adopted for any sort of over
print put onto .a stamp, and for years was 
used in English also. Nobody was confused 
in the least. 

However', 'Somebody, I think probably the 
late Fred Melville, got the idea that a native 
and self-explaining term might be better; so 
he introduced the regular term from the print- • 
ing trade, "overprint." It took hold, very 
pr,operly-just as "line engraved" replaced 
the old French term "taille douce." 

Instead of recognising that the two terms 
mean the same, some person with more en
thusiasm and ingenuity than horse sense, over 
across the fishpond in England, proposed that 
"surcharge" be used · when the overprint 
changes the value of the stamp. That idea 
was pushed by him and 'Some friends, and they 
got Gibbons, the catalogue maker, and some 
of the stamp paper editors to take it up. 

Both words meanwhile came into use here, 
and have long been used by most of us, includ
ing the most "·scholarly" writers, as exactly 
the same in meaning. In fact, we are seeing 
"overprint" steadily replace "surcharge" as 
the usual term. 

But there was an attempt to go with the 
pedantic British usage of differentiating the 
words, on the part of the Scott catalogue 
people, and a few others. That attempt has 
failed. Sc,ott themselves have not even ap
proached consistency in their catalogue. See 
Zululand, where two overprints which don't 
change face value are called "same sur
charge." See Bechuanaland, where overprints 
which don't change the value but .add it in 
numerals on stamps bearing it in words only, 
are called "surcharge" more than once. See 
Orange River Colony, where Nos. 44 to 53, 
which don't have any Yalue change, .and in 
which No. 47 doesn't have the value in the 
overprinting then done because it already had 
been overprinted on the stamps in 1897, are 
called "Black surcharge." See Gape of Good 
Hope, where Nos. Nl to N 4 are called "'Sur
charged" although the value is changed on 
No. N3 only. "And so far into the night": I 
chose a few cases familiar to me. 

I repeat: the two terms actually mean the 
same, and surely but not quickly, ,roverprint" 

is becoming the regular word. Also, any at
tempt to identify " 1surcharge" with "increased 
payment wanted" on stamps is based on lack 
of knowledge of the origin of the term. Also, 
to complete the record, the cases in which an 
overprint raises the face value of a stamp and 
so make a "surcharge'' in the sense used in 
banking or taxation or on railroad tickets, are 
very few. Overprints normally change values 
downwards if at all. 

Bogg's magnificent recent book on Canada 
is the mos.t conspicuous example of falling for 
this silly attempt to separate the two words. 
It makes for clumsiness of style here and 
there. 

A sidelight: when the first Belgian pre
cancels were first described, in the American 
Journal of Philately in 1895, the precancelling 
was called a "surcharge." It was correctly 
so described: for it was an overprint of office 
name and year, to avoid need to cancel the 
stamps at all. 

Like my Dutch-speaking South African 
friends, I object to such doings as this about 
"surcharge" and "overprint"-those who carry 
on such doings take the British way as model 
or norm, without considering its real merit or 
lack of merit. 

* 
THE "CURLE" COLLECTION 

The famous collection of Transvaal stamps 
donated by the late Mr. J. H. Curle to the 
Africana Museum, Johannesburg, has arrived 
there; it was brought from London by 
Mr. R. F. A. Riesco, the well-known philate
list, who is on a short visit to South Africa. 

Along with the collection are several medals 
·which had been awarded to its owner in con
nection with it, from Vienna, the Royal Phila
telic Society and Jipex, the only places at 
which it had been shown. 

It may be remembered that it narrowly es
caped destruction in London during the blitz 
period. It had been put in the Chancery 
Lane Deposit Vaults for safety. Mr. Frank 
Godden, who was in charge of it, one day 
had a hunch that it was not sufficiently pro
tected. He got it out and had it soldered 
up in a stout water-tight metal box. A few 
days later the building was hit, and the vaults 
:flooded but-the co11ection came through un
damaged. 

A special cabinet for its permanent display 
is to be built at the museum, but it will be 
some months before it can be on view. 

* EGYPT 
Mr. J. P. Shingler forwards the new 10 

mills stamp issued on 1.4.48 in connection 
with the International Cotton Congress. It is 
a pretty olive-coloured stamp featuring a 
large spray of cotton in full bloom above a 
cotton field with pickers at work in it. The 
quantity printed was 500,000; on sale for one 
week only and dealers had to pay 10 per cent. 
over the face value for the benefit of the 
Palestine ( ? War) Fund. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always available. Want lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. O. V. \\TA.BREN, 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN 
BRITISH POSTAGE STAMPS 

AND CANCELLATIONS? 
If so, you MUST communicate with 
the leading Specialists and Publishers 

R. C. Alcock, Ltd; 
11 REGENT STREET, 

CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTER, 
ENGLAND 

To guide you we publish weekly a 
Specialists Market List on G.B. Stamps. 
Annual subscription is 6/-, Specimen 2d. 

The Philatelic Adviser, well illustrated and 
containing 40 pages, is published monthly. It 
includes articles by leading specialists on 
British postmarks, cancellations, new dis
coveries, etc. The subscription is 10s. per 

annum, specimen copy Sd. 
Our stock covers the whole of the British 
Issues from Line Engraved to King George 
VI. Wants Lists and Enauiries are solicited. 

Immediate personal attention from 
R. C. ALCOCK. 

BUY DIRECT ORDER NOW 

ROYAL 
Silver Wedding 

Commemorative Issue: 
Booking Mint, complete, 58 Colonies, 
116v., £41716/-. Fine Used at reasonable 

rates. List available . 

In Stock Mint: 
Silver Wedding Issue for Bahrain, 
Muscat, Kuwait, Tangier and Morocco 

at £6/2/6, post free. 

G.B. Wedding Issue, mint 22/-, fine used 
24/6, postage extra. 

Wanted: 
S.A. commemoratives and obsolete G.VI 

Colonials. Send offers, etc. 
Cash with order, please. Special terms 

for large orders. 

WORLD WIDE STAMP CO. 
28 Piccadilly, Manchester 1, England 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

-I 

The best medium for the medium 
buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. 

All material entrusted to us is carefully lotted 
in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 
Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN 
SAFETY IN BUYING. 
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BRITISH COLONIALS 
Silver Wedding Commemoratives 

We understand that these are now increased 
in number by the addition of various Malay 
States, overprints on British for Moroccan 
P.O.s and for the various Persian Gulf places 
which formerly had Indian overprinted stamps, 
possibly also some Indian States. Also that 
the total face value is now somewhere around 
£50. • 

The British philatelic press has given this 
whole business a very bad reception. What 
else could they do? If San Marino, Belgian 
and French issues were slated and the various 
Roosevelt ramps damned, then the perpetrators 
of this ramp deserved little short of being 
hanged, drawn and quartered. 

The occasion was a very legitimate one for 
commemoratives and a £1 stamp for Britain 
itself reasonable, but values of that order for 
most of the Crown Colonies is exploitation of 
the worst order. The British philatelic press 
hopes the issues will be boycotted, but fears 
they won't. To a considerable extent we think 
they will be, if not on principle, then simply 
because most collectors cannot afford such 
expenditure. If the object was dollar-raising, 
which seems to be the only excuse for such 
high values all round, the design has over
reached itself; it would have been much more 
acceptable and successful had the face values 
of the various countries been kept within 
more modest limits. 

Persian Gulf Sultanates and Agencies 
The territories of Bahrain and Kuwait, 

which formerly had Indian stamps overprinted 
for their use, have now got British stamps 
overprinted with their respective names and 
new values in annas or rupees. In the case 
of Muscat, there is no name, only a surcharge 
in terms of the local currency, annas and 
rupees. 

)I,. 

SAMOS 
Mr. A. B. Economides writes from Alex

andria, Egypt: 
"I have seen the short postal history of this 

island given in your January issue and would 
like to compliment the writer on it. May I 
just add the following additional note on a 
service which operated in the past:-

About 1869 the Greek Consul in the island 
acted as a transmitter of correspondence to 
Greece from the Samos Principality, as it 
then was. He used Greek stamps with the 
large head of Mercury and they were can
celled by a large Consular stamp. I have 
seen covers with such stamps and cancellati:ons 
in a large collection here." 

[Mr. Loewenstein's article was not in
tended, of course, to be a complete postal his
tory; he mentions that it was based on the 
handbook of Ernst Hartmann and any 
reader anxious to follow up the fascinating 
story will find a translation of this handbook 
appearing at present in the "Philatelic 
Journal of Great Britain."-Ed.] 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, N yasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S.W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

Nyasaland Stamps, Leopard design, few 
sets at 4/-. Orders executed for cur
rent issue at 15%. 

G. A. Nourse, Box 45, Blantyre, Nyasa
land. 

Send me about 100 stamps used or 10s. 
mint of British Empire. I give the 
same of Spanish Colonies and Spain. 
Ask if you want f:or a first sending. 

Julian Fernandez, Libertad 6, Madrid, 
Spain. 

Write now, requesting approvals, en
closing Hd. postage stamp. 

Webb, Box 90, Florida, Transvaal, South 
Africa. 

300 different Airmails, £2/2/-. List of 
packets, ld. 

F. G. Fifoot, 125 College Road, Moseley, 
Birmingham, England. 

FALKLAND ISLAND DEPENDENCIES 
The latest printing of these stamps shows 

that the map portion of them has been much 
improved. The latitude and longitude lines 
are now fine and clear in place of the rather 
thick, coarse lines of the original 1946 issue. 
There are other small differences, but the 
character of the lines is quite sufficient for 
distinguishing purposes. 
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DOUGLAS ROTH 
will arrive in Cape Town on 10th June, 1948 
and will have with him one of the finest 
stocks of classic stamps now held in London. 
Shorthly after his arrival he will be tourjng 
the Union and will be pleased to meet all 
philatelists who care to contact him. He will 
be the Official Representative of the British 
Philatelic Association, in which he is a Member 
of the Council and of the Expert Committee, 
and will be glad to give all information con
cerning it. Collectors interested should 

write now to him 

C/o Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd., 
Adderley Street, Cape Town. 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
MONDAY 

12.45 - 2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M,. THOMPSON JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 

103 
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NYASAL.\ND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
Presid-ent, Mr. Mcl\Iicking; Hon. Se,;., Mr. L. 

D. Arthur, Limbe Trading Co., Ltd. L1mbe; Meet
ings, Tobacco Auction Floor, 5 p. m. 

The annual general meeting was held on 12th 
April with twelve members present. Office-bearers for 
the forthcoming year were appointed. 

The President, in his address, deplored _the lack of 
enthusiasm shown recently by members; 1t had been 
due largely to the difficulty experienced in gettinir 
approval books of stamps, but he thought they 
should show interest other than in the actual pur
chase of stamps. The Society was now five years 
old, its finances were satisfactory and he hoped that 
in the very near future it would beco1_ne really ac
tive in ways other than the mere buyrng aml sell
ing of stamps. 

['\,Ve are glad to see this Society showing signs 
of awakening from its period of hibernation. It i;;: 
a long time since we have had any news from 
them.-Ed.] 

* SPRINGS PHILATIDLIC SOCIETY 
President, J. A. Hampson; Hon. Sec., K. Gil

lings, 25th Street, New Township, 8prin_gs; Meet
ings, Casivan Hotel, 2nd Mondays, 7.30 p.m. 

The April meeting was the first annual general 
meeting. 

The Chairman, l\lr. E. A. Bennie, congratulated 
the Society on achieving its first birthday. The So
ciety was started in April, 1947, with a memtJPr
ship of 16 ; to-day there are 85 members on the 
roll, with average attendance of 2i"i. 

Some very interesting meetings had taken place 
during the year, such as a Quiz Evening and an 
auction in aid of the Fa:r East Rand Hospital Equip
ment I<~und, which had benefited to the amount of 
£6. Outstanding collections sho,vn were Dr. Kap
lan's collections of exceptional perforations ill tlw 
1924-1929 Southern Rhodesia stamps and of Aus
trian Charity Stinnps; Mr. J. Shepherd's colteetion 
of British South Africa Co.'s double head variety 
stamps and his collection of Newfoundland. 

Several of the members exhibited their collPc
tions, which were greatly appreciatPCl and s110wPtl 
that the members ,vere working along the right 
lines. 

At the election of office-bearers :!.\Ir. .T. A. Ha mp
son was electPd President, l\.Ir. C. J. l\IPPuwis Virt•
chairman, and :\Ir. K. Gillings Hon. Se<-'retary and 
Treasurer. 

Any collectors from the area will be mm;t wd
come at the meetings. 

* rRETORIA rI-IILATELIC socrnT¥ 
President, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., H. Ende

mann, P.O. Box 514; Jl[eetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., Technical College. 

2nd February: This was the Society's annual gen
eral meeting and ex<-'ellent reports were submitted 
by the various officers immediately conc{'l'llf'd with 
the different aspects of the Society's work. }lost of 
the office-bearers wPre re-ele<'ted for the year 1948. 

16th February: This meeting took the form of a 
dinner to !!elebrate the Society's Golden .Jubilee. A 
note about this has already been published. 

1st March: Mr. \Volf gave a paper on German 
issues,Aollowed by an exhibit. He dealt particularly 
wih the many varieties of the inflation issm's, which 
he had obviously studied very closely. 

15th March : Thi8 evening we had the p1Pmmre of 
a visit from the l<Jast Rand Society when l\fr. 
It~ator gavf: us a wonderfnl display from his 
l,mc_m coll';ct10n, followed by l\Ir. Snklje, with K.G. 
VI issues rn blocks of four, practically complete. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF RHODE~1.A. 
President, Mr. F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, 

l\Ir. G. C. Whitehead, P.O. Box 803, Bulawayo; 
JJleetings, 1st Wednesday in each month, at 8 p.m., 
in the Presbyterian Church Hall, c/o Abercorn 
~treet and 1''itth Avenue, Bulawayo. 

It was unfortunate that the Native disturbances 
in Bulawayo took place on the day of the Society's 
meeting, as a result the attendance was very much 
Lelow standard. The business which was to have 
been discusssed wa:,; carried forward for the follow
ing meeting, and it is hoped that the display or the 
stamps of Burma by Col. Gardner, who was un
avoidably away, will be given in the near ruture. 

At the May meeting a special resolution wae 
passed, only after prolonged and somewhat heated 
discussion, raising the subi:;criptions payable by 
members. Several items of current interest were 
!nought forward by different members, and expres
sions of protest were heard against the high values 
of the forthcoming Silver Wedding Issue for the 
Crown Colonies. 

An exceptionally fine collection of the n1oaern 
is:;tH's of New Zealand and its Dependencies was 
displayed by l\fr. Ely. The outstanding merit of 
the stamps of that country, both in regard to de
sign and printing can only really be appreciated when 
seen in such an exhibit. Not only did l\Ir. Ely hold 
the attention of all present by his displa:}', out 
hiR talk on New Zealand and its stamps provided a 
fund of information. 

It was decided that the exhibit at the next meet
ing would comp1·ise a sheet by each member, repre
SE•nting "The Most Interesting Page in My Album.'' 

J.Tu.C. 

* PIIlLA'l'ELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
Pre8ident, Dr. A. Kaplan; II on. Sec., Mr. B. Glass

man, P.O. Box 4967; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays and 
4th Mondays, Public Library, 7.45 p.m. 

11th l\Iay: Competition night arranged by Messrs. 
Enod1 and Lydall. Small portions of 25 stamps were 
shown, members being asked to name (a) the coun
try, (b) the denomination, and one mark was given 
for each of these. l\Ir. R. T. Lilley scored a pos
Rible, 50 ; Messrs. L. I<'. Strong and W. Oppen
heim tieing for second place with 47. 

18th ~fay: The exhibit was p~ovided by l\Ir. 
II. n. l\Iarcuson who showed British Empire com
rnemora tives, from the Q. V. Golden .Jubilee issue of 
Great Britain in 1887 onwards. There were only 
one or two items missing in the whole serle:s. All 
were in fine mint condition, beautifully mounted and 
"Titten up. Mr. J'. Burrell spoke on the exhibit, 
which was a much appreciated one. 

I.I. 

* ORAXGI<J FRRFJ STATE AND BASUTOLAND 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, l\Ir. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Jl[eetings, 3rd 
Fridays each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein 
7.30 p.m. ' 

At the April meeting, Dr. Freund showed one of 
his "side-line" collections, entitled "The History of 
Flight." On about 50 pages, the complete develop
ment of tlw Conquest of the Air was shown wtth a 
brief write-up and with all stamps issued so far 
which show some kind of historical or experimental 
flying machine or airship. Two new members were 
enrolled at the meeting. 

The May meeting- had a varied programme. A 
hig-hlight of the evening was the listening-in to a 
broadcast talk on philately by Dr. Harvey Pirie. 
A portable wireless set had been especially· brougnt 
along by the eve1· alert president of the Society, 
l\Jr. C. A. Larsen. The talk was thoroughly en
joyed by everybod;1·. Two displays were also shown. 
'l'he first one was by Mr. .T. \V. Hodgson, consisting 
of an extensive collection of "Animal stamps." The 
display was neatly arranged on maps of the world 
and was very instructive indeed. Mr. Hodgson as
sured the meeting that the collection was built up 
by him with practically no outlay, but was acquired 
through "swopping," etc. Dr. Freund tabled some 
}Iafeking Siege covers not shown before. Again 
two new members were enrolled. 
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THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 
President, Mr. G. Milner Palmer; Hon. Seo., l\Ir. 

A. s. Maskell, P.O. Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 
319 Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban 
Camera Club, top Floor), 7.30 p.m. 

The ::\fay meeting was another treat for philatel
ists; it was also pleasing to see so many present. 
\Ve can be proud of the nice start that hais been 
made with regard to our Library. Our thanks are 
in no small measure due to l\Ir. Selwyn Smith, 
who as Librarian has made a wonderful job of the 
whole thing. We trust that members will take ad
nrntage of some of the fine reading matter that is 
available. The competition under the direction of 
::\fr. Selwyn Smith once again proved that he had 
something novel and interesting up his sleeve. l\Ir. 
Percy \Villiams, who needs no introduction to 
philately, exhibited his fine collection of Natal for 
the "Percy Bishop" trophy. His paper was most 
comprehensive and instructive and the exhibition of 
his stamps was a treat. The earliest postmarks 
were highly commented upon, and generally :;peak
ing the collection was one that has to be seen more 
than once to be apppreciated. l\Ir. Maskell in pro
posing a vote of thanks certainly had all those 
present with him when he said that this exhibition 
was indeed a philatelic treat and the material 
worthy of study by the specialist. 

W.H.W. 

* 
PORT ELIZADETII PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, l\Ir. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. G. P. 
Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

The annual general meeting was held on 18th 
2\Iay, and 40 members were in attendance. 

::\Ir. Forbes stated on leaving the chair thnt he 
f1id not wish to resume office, as he thought a 
younger member should be elected. l\Ir. Kirschner 
however, proposed Mr. Forbes, and he was returned 
unopposed amidst applause. 

The Secretary then read the report of the J'ear's 
working. 

Other officers were then elected as follows: !'resi
dent, Mr. G. K. ~'orbes ; Vice-Presidents, l\Ir. G. 
Hulbring; Mr. T. van Dyker ; Auctionf'ers, l\Ir. 
Forbes, Mr. Levey; Auction Committee, l\Ir. G. l'. 
Smith, Mr. \Varren; IDxchange Supt., Mr. ,varren · 
Yisitors' Committee, Dr. Harris, l\lr. G. Tiiilbring'. 
::\Ir. Dave Berg; Auditor, l\lr. l\lc2\Iillan; Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. G. P. Smith; Press Correspondent, 
Mrs. L. E. Campton. 

It was decided to have a children's night to t•n
courage and to help the younger set, also to have 
an Auction Committee. 

Six new members were then welcomed into the 
Society, making the total over 100. 

L.E.C. 

* 
THE PRETORIA RAILWAY PHILATELIC 

SOCIETY 
President, l\Ir. L. L. Brown; Hon. St>c., :Mr. ,v. 

!{riste; Jfeetin,qs, Second Wednesdays at 7.30 p. m. 
1n the Berea Park Recreation Club. 

12th May: Mr. A. Blick gave another of his 
short but informative talks. On this occasion he 
covered the prices as quoted by various catalogues. 
Ge_nerally speaKing the American catalogue (Scotts) 
bmng 25 per cent. down on the Union catalogue and 
on Stanley Gibbons. This was most noticeable with 
the S. A. King George V issues and also the 1925 
;Air Mails, while the pricPs for the London print
rn~s are also very much below Stanley Gibbons. Mr. 
Rhck also tabled a portion of his Union collection. 
l\Ir. W. Howie in thanking Mr, Blick for his talk 
and display, remarked that it was a collection like 
that of Mr. Blick which showed up the limitations 
of the average collector. 

W.K. 

GRAHAMSTOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. E. A. Carr; Ilon. Sec., P.O. Dox 

11, Grahamstown. Jlatings every 2nd Thursday at 
Ga, Dundas Street. Yisitors heartily welcome. 

The l\Iay meeting was held on the 13th, about 
eight members being present. 'l'here was no special 
feature but l\Ir. l\laurice Fletcher and Mr. 'l'om 
Drury brought parts ol' their collections which 
were passed round and evoked much discussion. 
'L'here was much general discussion on stamps and 
a very pleasant and informative evening was spent. 
The Society is trying to arrange a loeal exhibition 
but is "stuck" at the moment and is seeking i=iome 
other local exhibition to join with for the purpose. 
,ve are not sufficiently strong to stage an "all phila
telic" shov, and hope to find an art exhibition or 
similar affair for a joint exhibition. Two years ago 
we showed some stamps at th,~ Cage Hird Show but 
stamps and birds are not a good eombination. Per
haps some other so<"iety who has had similar diffi
culties could giYe us some addce. 

s.c.c. 

USED G.B. and COLONIALS 
Scarce Sets and High Values 

Antigua, 1932 Tercentenary issue, 
complete . . . . • . • . . • . . . . . . £23/10 

Ascension, 1934, ½d. to 5/-, complete £3/10 
Barbados, 1904-5, 2/6 violet & green £2 

1906 Nelson Centenary, complete set 
of 7 • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • £3/15 

1918, 3/- green and violet, very fine £2/10 
Basutoland, 1933, ½cl. to 10/- complete £6/10 
Br. Guiana, 1934-4·1, le. to $1, com-

plete . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . £7 /10 
Canada, 1897 Jubilee, $2, $3, $4 and 

$5, good condition but heavy post-
marks . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • £27 /10 

Cayman Is., 1935, ½d. to 10/- com-
plete . . . . .. . . .. . . .. .. £10/10 

Dominica, 1923-33, ½d . to £1, 21 
stamps, complete with colour 
changes. All lightly cancelled .• 

G.B., 1867-83, 5/-, pl. I, wmk. Maltese 
£15 

Cross. ~entred to top . . • . • . £1/15 
Do.. £1. do. . . . . . . • . • . . . . • £14 
Do., 5/-, blued paper, wmk. Anchor, 

well centred and nicely cancelled £~/10 
Do., £5, white paper, wmlc Anchor, 

good appearance, but has silght 
imperfection . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1884, £1, wmk. Crowns, fine speci-
men ................. . 

£12 

£10 
Do., wmk. Orbs., rather heavy pmk., 

cat. £2fi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £16/10 
1902-10, £1, K.E., superb. Datea 

19th .Tuly, 1911 • . . . . . . . . . 
1913,, £1, K.G., parcel po·st cancel-

lation . . . . . . . . . . . .•... 
Hong Kong, 1903, $10, K.E., wmk 

£4/5 

£7 

Crown C.A. . . • . . . . . • . . . £3/10 
Kenya, 1906-7, l0r., wmk. l\Iult. C.A. £7 /15 
New Guinea, 1931 Air set, ½d. to £1 

co1nplete ...............• 
1935 Air, £2 and £5 . . . . . . . . • . 

Nigeria, 1936, ½d. to £1 complete .. 
Sudan, 1935 General Gordon Com

£7 
£19 
£10 

mem., complete ......••.... £14/10 
Swaziland, 1933, ½d. to 10/- complete £5/10 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
Stamp Dealers since 1884. 

7 Vigo Street, LONDON, W.I. 

( Continued fr~m page 106) 

trated. The sections on stamps give a lot 
of details which are not given in ordinarv 
catalogues. Those dealing with canc,ella
tions include both ordinary forms and un
usual types, also many forgeries. The num
ber of countries dealt with makes it im
possible to list them in detail. 
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Stanley Gibbons' Simplified Stamp Catalogue, 
1948 Edition. Price 15s. nett in Britain, 
postage abroad ls. ld. 

We welcome this arrival, as it is a plea
sure to receive any new up-to-date catalogue. 
This edition incorporates much new :material 
such as war .and post-war issues of Europe 
and rec-ent issues of many countries about 
which it was previously difficult to obtain 
information -or specimens. 

The scope of the "simplified" catalogue is 
well known; it does not list all the stamps 
as given in the large S.G. catalogues, merely 
a selection of them such as the moderate 
collector can regard as representative of his 
particular country. 

More need not be said about it. It is pro
bable that few will be able to obtain copieR 
unless they alr,eady knew about it and had 
orders placed. We say this because the 
publishers ask us to state that because of 
paper rationing and the tremendous demand 
for cop,ies, the book was sold out im
mediately upon publication. 

Reliant Stamp Catalogue priced and illus
trated, of the stamps of the British 
Empire, and Egypt, Eire and Iraq. Pub
lish~d by the Reliant Stamp Press, Ltd., 
167 Strand, London, W.C.2. Price 6s. 

This is considerably more than just a price 
list, but it is not a highly specialised cata
logue listing all varieties of shades, propor
tions, etc. Within these limits, it is very 
good and the pricing reasonable. Included 
with the book is a short list of stamp deal,~rs 
who are prepared, stock and market fluctua
tions permitting, to supply stamps at the 
prices quoted. 

An interesting little f eaturP- is the marking
of some stamps with an asterisk; these are 
items tipped as elusive and. in the opinion 
of the compilers, likely to rise in value. 

We are accustomed to Egypt and Iraq 
being- included with, although not now parts 
of, the British Empire, but it is new to us 
to find Eire put in this category. Have the 
compilers seen the shadow of a coming event? 

Stamp Cavalcade, by A. 0. Crane, 18 Maple 
Ave., Harrow, Middlesex, England. Price 
3s. 6d. nett, postage to South Africa 7d. 

This is r-eally a number of historical 
sketches, ranging the world over from 1750 
B.C. to 1938 A.D., using stamps as pegs to 
hang the stories on. We get, therefore 
stories from past histories of Japan China' 
Persia, Rumania, Russia, Portugues~ India' 
P_ana~a, Cape_ of Good Hope, U.S.A., Haiti: 
Liberia, Arabia and Czechoslovakia. The 
sketches have the considerable advantage 

over formal history records in that they in
clude humorous aspects, the elimination of 
which makes conventional history books often 
so dull. 

Can be recommended as bed-time reading 
for both stamp collectors and non-collectors. 
Stanley Gibbons Catalogue, Part III, United 

States and Poss,essions, 1948. Price 
3s. 7d. Post free. 

The splitting up of the big "Foreign" Gib
bons will, we think, be welcomed by collectors, 
and this fasicule is a very handy-sized work 
suitable for most collectors, although it 1s 
not, of course, quite so full as American spe
cialised U.S. catalogues. There are quite 
a few alterations in the text fr-om the 1945 
issue. Descriptions of the earlier types are 
clearer, those premieres gravures, now known 
to have been merely printer's samples or 
essays, have been omitted, a number of un
necessary shades have been cut out, the im
perf., gumless varieties of the National 
Parks and other series ( commonly known as 
the "Farleys") have been includecl. 

We do not wish to be carping critics, but 
a more consistent scheme of listing issues 
of the "Possessions" would be an advantage. 
The Canal Zone (Panama) stamps only start 
with the 1904 issue; stamps previously used 
there will have to be looked up in either the 
Central or the South American parts. Stamps 
of Cuba are given for the period it was 
under U.S. protection, 1899-1902, not for the 
periods prior to or subsequent to those dates. 
Under Danish West Indies all the issues are 
given from 1855 to 191.5, when the islands 
were purchased from Denmark and became 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. Similarly with 
Hawaii all the early stamps of independent 
Hawaii are given. The Pnilippines am 
treated like Cuba, with Japanese occupational 
stamps included. 

Collectors would know better where to look 
for the issues they were interested in (par
ticularly in view of the splitting up of the 
big "foreign" catalogue) if either (a) all 
th-3 stamps of any territory now or in the 
past a U.S. possession were given, or (b) 
only the stamps of the period it was a U.S. 
possession. 

Plauderei ueber Briefmarken, by Hans Be11e
fontaine, Aachen. 

This booklet, "Chats on Stamps," deals 
bri,efly with the origins and development of 
postal systems, with stamps and stamp col
lecting. The author joins in the present-day 
"Battle of the Gum", and predicts a win 
soon for the used stamp over the gummed 
unus,ed one. 

Billig's Philatelic Handbook, Vol. VII. Fritz 
Billig, Jamaica 3, New York. Price 
$4.00. 

This is a veritable mine of information 
dealing with stamps and postmarks of various 
countries, all over the world, lavishly illus-

( Concluded on p. 105) 
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The Dawn of S. African Philately I 

Cape of Good Hope 
1853-1863/4 

''''''''''''''''''''iHE''''''GEN'''''''''''''"''''''I=·· 
STAMP BOX 

iT I specialise in these ever-popular 
TRIANGULARS, and can always be re
lied upon for out-of-the ordinary pieces 
as well as the normal items. 

iT Choice mint and used singles, pairs, 
blocks, covers, scarce postmarks, proofs, 
etc., all reasonably priced, sent on ap
proval against British references. 

iT Also G. Britain, 1840-1940, early 
B.N. America, Pence Ceylon, Mauritius, 
N .S. Wales, N. Zealand and various 
W. Indies. 

"Every Stamp an Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex England 

(W. H. Winde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to l\Iessrs. \Vard & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

STANDARD CATALOGUE 
of the 

POSTAGE STAMPS 
of the 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
The first printing of this most compre
hensive and illustrated catalogue was 

completely sold out. 
Second printing will be available soon at 

7 /6 plus postage. 
A·supplement is also being issued, bring
ing above catalogue up to date at 9d. 

per copy plus postage. 

Order Your Copy Now 
, .. IIIIIJllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

♦ ♦ • 

Last month we told how a South African customer had written to tell us that 
we supplied him with stamps before he would have received a reply from his nearest 
town. That's a sample of the service we give oversea customers. 

Now we will quote from a letter recently received from Australia: "A few words 
about your ne"\v-issue service and this is not 'kidstakes.' It is the service I have been 
looking for for the last 14 years and what a money saver it is. I saved £1/12/ 4 on 
the Pakistan set alone compared with any service out here. It is stamp collecting 
made easy. 'The Com. Stamp Coy.' collect them all and all I do is stick 'em in." 

Now that is two aspects of our business, but apart from service in general and 
our new issue service in particular there is the question of what other stamps we offer. 
We send out each month a price list devoted entirely to KG VI issues and it is more 
comprehensive than any other two lists which we have ever seen. That's a fact and 
you can see for yourself, if you will send an air-letter for a copy (we'll send it by 
air, too). And regarding prices, they are as cheap as we can possibly make them. 
If you don't collect KG VI stamps, don't waste postage, for we sell no others, but 
if you are interested in the most popular group of all, send that air-letter, and then 
your only regret will be that you have not done so before. 

~be <!ommonWealtb ~tatnp <!op., 
7, JLratbrr Jlanr, liberpool 2: <!Englanb. 
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GREAT BRITAIN 
The Silver Wedding commemoratives have 

duly arrived here. The £1 stamp is an ad
mirable effort; the 2M. has nothing wrong 
with it, but it somehow misses being a strik
ing stamp. The editor of a leading philatelic 
paper, in a personal letter, writes: "Person
ally, I do not think it compares with the South 
African issue, which is a real gem." 

The Channel Islands pair are frankly very 
disappointing. We have so far seen no de
scription of what the main designs are meant 
to signify, but imagine they depict kelp 
gathering on the seashore. They are not very 
clear, however, and they raise the general 
question of whether or not pictorial efforts 
should be completely self-explanatory or, 
otherwise, be definitely named. 

The sky background of the ld. is good, very 
good, but that of the 2M. might be a map 
of the English Channel or of the Dardanelles, 
both gone wrong-perhaps it is a depression 
over Iceland. 

But that is not the worst feature: the small 
crown hanging in mid-air above the King's 
head has a ludicrous effect. We hope we are 
not committing lese-majeste when we say that 
on first glance at the stamps ,ve were 1·e
minded immediately of a one-time popular 
pantomime figure, "Willie-off-the-yacht," a 
gentleman in yachting costume with a small 
sailor's straw hat perched precariously on the 
top of his head. 

* AUSTRALIA 
\Ve are informed by the High Commissioner 

for Australia that three commemoratives will 
be issued in 194!) on the occasion of the Royal 
Visit there. Denominations will be 2id. (ln
ternal and Empire rate), 3M. (F:areign letter 
rate), and ls. 6d. ( oversea air rate). They 
will be on sale at all post offices during the 
r1eriod of the Royal Visit. The actual date of 
issue has not yet been decided. 

From "The Australian Stamp Monthly" it is 
learnt that at the end of February a mail 1eft 
for Macquarie Island where a post office will 
be established during occupancy by the Au::i
tralian National Antarctic Expedition. Their 
special postmark will be similar to the one 
recently supplied for Heard Island, reading 
"A.N.A.R.E. Macquarie Is. AUST." 

* STUDY CIRCLES IN SOUTH AFRICA 

At the East London Congress a proposal 
was made to consider the formation of study 
circles. This proposal was referred to the 
forthcoming Congress at Pretoria in order 
that it could be investigated in the meantime. 

Will collectors who are interested please 
give their views on this subject either to the 
Editor or to Commander (s) C. E. D. Enoch, 
R.N.R., Rayman Lodge, Sherborne Road, 
Parktown, Johannesburg, as soon as possible? 

Commander Enoch is anxious to have the 
views of other collectors on this subject so 
that he can collate these in time to prepare 
a scheme for the inception of study circles for 
the approval of Congress next October. 

PHILATELIC FEDERATION 
CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION 

The 1948 Congress will be held in Pretoria 
on October 18-20 under the auspices of the 
Pretoria Philatelic Society, which will also 
organise an exhibition. 

Both functions are to be sponsored by the 
Pretoria Publicity Association as part of their 
Jacaranda Week celebrations and they will be 
held in the City Hall buildings. 

The provisional programme indicates that a 
very interesting time should be had by visi
tors, but as some of the suggested items are 
still subject to confirmation in various quar
ters, it is not yet being published. It may 
be said, however, that Pretoria is usually very 
full in Jacaranda Week and intending visitors 
should not delay too long in booking accom
modation. 

A request has been received from the Phila
telic Society of Rhodesia to hold Congress in 
Bulawa~o in 1950, their Jubilee Year. 

NEW ZEALAND 

The special stamps to be issued on the occa
sion of the Royal Visit next year will be of 
2d., 3d., 5d. and 8d. denominations; they will 
be on sale for three months, during which time 
they will replace the equivalent ordmary 
stamps. The selection of these values ha·s 
been made to give the greatest coverage for 
surface and airmail rates throughout the 
world. 

U.S.A. 
The Florida Historical Research Institute 

has sent us details of a prop,osed issue in De
cember of 24 Florida poster stamps intended 
to stimulate interest in American stamps and 
history. Particulars can be furnished to any
one interested. 

MR. DOUGLAS ROTH 
It will be noted from our advertisement 

columns that Mr. Douglas Roth, a very pro
minent English dealer, is arriving at Cape 
Town on 10th June and after that will be 
touring the Union. He is also officially repre
senting the B.P.A. 

He brings with him a fine selection of 
"Classics," so perhaps we will now learn what 
"Classics" really are! At any rate we will 
learn what he considers should be included 
under that heading. 

A RHODESIAN STUDY CIRCLE 

We have received an intimation from Mr. 
W. G. N·odder, of 6 Quarry Close, Hansford 
Square, Combe Down, Bath, England, that it 
is proposed to form a Rhodesian Study Circle 
if a sufficient number of interested collectors 
respond. 

The field of study will cover the Rhodesias 
and N yasaland, all and every aspect of the 
philately thereof. It is hop,ed to publish a 
quarterly news sheet, run an exchange section, 
and ultimately to publish a handbook. 

Membership will cost 5s. a year and any.,. 
one interested should communicate ,vith Mr. 
Nodder. 
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The story of South Africa's 
progress has been one of continual conquest 
of the miles. To-day that battle is still 
being waged-and won. 
Blasting their way through mountain ranges, 
S.A.R. engineers are steadily eliminating 
severe curvatures and gradients and tedious 
detours. Every inch hewn for these cuttings 
and tunnels means that miles are saved 

every year for passenger and freight traffic. 
As our vast Railway organisation is essentially 
a working partner with everyone in every 
community, any such improvement in our 
Railway system brings, either directly or 
indirectly, many benefits to everyone in the 
land. It means faster and more comfortable 
passenger travel, speedier and more efficient 
delivery of freight. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 
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All Philatelists may take an active ;part in the H. R. 

HARMER A~ctions no m~~ter where they may live. 

For the London Sales, special lightweight catalogues are 

availab:e for overseas distribution. The subscription 

is £1 per annum, including Lists of prices Realised, the 

same as for surface mail, with the addition of air-mail 

postage against which an advance deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent 

free of charge by surface mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a 

year's subscription 

-- FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS -
in LONDON 

June 14/15: Valuable Colonial Properties, 
including several fine collections offered en
tire, anrl other properties, strong in British 
East Africa, Cape of Good Hope, Gt. Britain, 
N.S. Wales (fine range of Sydney Views), 

etc., etc. 

.June 21/22: Fine and Rare Postage Stamps, 
including the Colonial portion of the Oakey 
Collection comprising chiefly of 20th Century 
in O.G. condition, and strong in Commemo-

ratives. 

June 28/29: Foreigtn and Colonial Sale, 
strong in France, Gt. Britain, (159 lots) 
Greece, Newfoundland, etc., also "Collections 
and Various" including valuable collections 

offered entire. 

Catalogues for above sales 6d. and Lists of 
Prices Realised 1/- each, Post Free. 

. . . and 
wish 

those who 
to Sell 

The same international service is available 

to collectors who wish to sell their col

lections. The H. R. HARMER Auctions 

are the world's best medium for the sale 
of fine and rare stamps. More than 3000 

leading collectors are consistent buyers 

at our auctions in New York and London. 

Regular Auctions will now also be held 

by our recently opene~ branch in Sydney, 

N.S.W. Write to the addresses given 

below for full particulars of facilities, 

Commission Terms, Insurance arrange• 

ments, etc. 

H. R. HARMER 
I nte,rnationa I 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 

Stamp 

j[II 

Auctioneers 
H. R. HARMER, I NC. 

39/42 New Bond Street, 
,,_ I 

LONDON, W.I, EN~LfND 0 , 32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 
NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 

CABLES 

" Phistamsel London '' 

- CABLES 

"Harmersale, New York" 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH H. R. HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY., LIMITED 

CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 2B CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
Agency Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed , by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

Johannesburg. 
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Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 9d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.0. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 9d. 

Vol. 24,' No. 7. 

Mauritius 18a9 2d. 
known as the '·Gre.k 

border" type lithographed 
locally by Dardenne in 

various shades of blue. No one 
knows the size of the ol'ig-inal · sheet. 

Value from £20 to £100 unused, £8 to 
. £30 used, according to the shade. 

l---i1i 

----~ 
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THE INTERNATIONAL 
STAMP MARKET 

The steady increase in the number of satisfied buyers 
and sellers gives us confidence that our auction 
methods are appreciated by stamp collectors all over 
the world. Our sale catalogues are despatched to 
South Africa, India, Australia and the Far East, to 
North and South America, Great Britain and Europe. 
Sellers are assured of an international market; pay
ment for sales is made within four weeks of the date 
of the auction and substantial cash advances can be 
made on receipt of material if the vendor so desires. 

Send for current auction catalogues and our journal 
"The Philatelist" 

WE ALSO BUY FOR CASH 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
LONDON BOURNEMOUTH 
PHILADELPHIA MELBOURNE 

Head Office : 

50 Pall Mall, London, S. W. I 
Telephone: ABBEY 4034 

Cables: "STAMPS, LONDON" 
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Blum, Nichols& Co. 
(PTY.) LTD. 

British Colonial Specialists 

--0--

Let us know your wants. We guarantee 
to supply a reasonable percentage of 
your requirements within one month of 
receipt of your order. Our reply 1s 

posted to you the same day. 

Accessories stocked. 

Prices always rockbottom. 

--o--

Visitors: 1005, Tenth floor, 

Dumbarton House, 
Cr. Adderley & Church Sts., 

CAPE TOWN 

Correspondence: P.O. Box 3662, 
CAPE TOWN. 

July, 1948. 
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UNION NOTES. 
New ls. Printing. 

Mr. R. Axer, Capetown, notes that t~e ls. 
denomination printed from the new cylmders 
Int. 14 and Ext. 6027, was on sale in that area 
on the 10th June and we agree with his com
ment that the new shades of brown and blue 
are much more pleasing than those of t~e 
issue now disappearing. The new stamp 1s 
now on sale at a number of the Post Offices 
on the Reef and it should be noted that the 
marginal arrows of this issue have been 
printed in the same colour as t_he head. plate, 
i.e., brown, instead of, as prev10us_ly, m tJ:ie 
frame plate colour of blue. Mounh?g. a strip 
of four with the top or bottom m~rgm. 1s _prob
ably the simplest method of 1dent1fymg a 
change of this nature. 
Printings of the Hd. "Small Mine" Stamps. 

Mr. A. Lichtenstein of Bloemfontein has 
compiled 'Some interesting notes on the dif
ferent printings of the Hd. "Small MinE;" 
issue which first made its appearance rn 
Augu'st, 1941, and remained on sale until April 
this year. He writes as follows. 

"With the disappearance of the "Small 
Mine" and its replacement by the "Bantam 
Mine," it may not be out ?f pl~c~ t? sum
marise and classify the varmus prmtmgs of 
the "Small Mine" stamps. According to my 
observatiorrs there are four distinct printings, 
from three different plates (cylinders) and 
two different glass positives which can be 
listed in the following chronological order. 

(1) PLATE 1. FROM GLASS POSITIVE 1. 

Referred to in the Union Standard Cata
logue as from unnumbered cylinders. Colour, 
yellow buff and dull greenish slate;_ blac_k 'She~t 
numbers. First stamp on sheet mscnbed m 
English. Identified by the following f ea tu res 
and flaws: 

(a) White line through top and bottom 
arrows and side arrows widely pronged. 

(b) Green line in left margin opposite rows 
6 and 9. 

(c) Dot over "R" on stamp row 10, No. 1. 
(d) Heavy green vertical line through 

stamp No. 4 .of rows 8 and 9. 
An additional variety pair with a small dot 

and green line extending from the top right
hand1, corner of stamp No. 13 of row No. 1 is 
shared by: 

(2) ,PLATE 2. GLASS POSITIVE 1. 
Referred to in the Union Standard Cata

logue as printed from Int. cyl. 31 and Ext. 
cyl. 6924. Colour, orange buff and deeper 
greenish slate: black sheet numbers. Identi
fied from the following well-known varieties: 

(a) Row 1/11, top left-hand corner cut off. 
(b) Row 3/4, blob in headgear tower. 
(c) Row 10/9, dot below the large numeral 

"1" in the value tablet. 
( d) Row 10/19, dot between the large 

numeral and the figure "2" in the value 
tablet. 

This issue was used for "Official" 'Stamps 
and tabulated in my ( continuation) Check 
List No. L 62. 

(3) PLATE 2. GLASS POSITIVE 1. 

Same plate as No. 2 printing and with the 
same varieties, but colour true gold and dark 
slate blue: red sheet numbers. Was used ,for 
"Official" stamps; No. L 67. · 

( 4) PLATE 3. GLASS POSITIVE 2. 
New glass positive with No .. 1 stamp on the 

sheet now inscribed in Afrikaans. Colour, 
orange brown and pale slate blue: red sheet 
numbers. Only variety noted , is the broken 
foot to the large numeral "l" in row 9 No. 
19. ; (The cylinder numbers for this issue are 
presumably those given in the "Recent Print
ings" information published in "The South 
African Philatelist" for March, 1948, as 5 Int. 
and 33 Ext. The stamps were noted on sale 
in the Reef area in December, 1947. 
Current {d. and ld. Pe'rf oration Varieties. 

Mr. Lichtenstein notes that in the present. 
1d. sheets of 180 stamps, a marginal perf. 
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hole is missing in the right-hand margin be
tween rows Nos. 6/7, and again lower down 
the sheet behveen rows 17 /18. Also, that the. 
same variety occurs in the small sheet setting 
of the ld. value, but in this case between the 
top margin and row No. 1, and between rows 
11/12. 

He also points out an unusual feature of 
the ld. sheets in the fact that they contain 
two rows of "smaller" stamps instead of the 
one 1·ow generally present as a result -of, the 
perforation adjustment. Rows Nos. 4 and 15 
both have the "smaller" stamps and 'Since the 
same factor was noted in rows Nos. 1 and 12 
of the 240 sheet ld. 1 value, on sale in March 
this year, the subject will be enlarged upon 
in a lat-er issue. 

In a list of flaws submitted by Mr. S. C. 
Chantler, two items in the ld. value, not so far 
recorded, • take the form of a small break in 
the top frame line above "FR" in stamp row 
1/6, and a black dot in the 'Sea near the stern 
of row 3/3. 

1 ½d. "Banta:m" Mine Issue. 
A note from Mr. F. W. Burnard, Johannes

burg, mentions that he received a letter on 
the 2nd April with a Hd. "bantam" mine bear
ing the cancellation I.IV.48. This is the ear
liest date 'SO far recorded for the new stamp. 

Mr. A. Lichtenstein draws attention to two 
other quite prominent flaws which can be col
lected in a block of eight stamps, viz.: 

Row 5/4-White stop after "Africa." 
Row 7 /3-Full stop (black) after "Afrika." 

Another New Air Letter Form. 
The postal authorities and/or the Govern

ment Printer have been experimenting a lot 
Tecently with Air Letter forms; they have 
now produced one which is both attractive and 
serviceable. The 6d. stamp is of the same 
general design as the la'St one, but is a trifle 
larger, is clearer and better set out as re
gards the imitation perforated margin. The 
front has a nicely designed surround of 
diagonal bars; the paper is white, very slightly 
blued in front; on the back where one writes, 
it is a little more deeply blued but in small 
white lettering many times repeated over the 
whole sheet, is "Union of South Africa-Air 
Mail-Unie van Suid-Afrika-Lugpos." Best 
of all, from the ordinary user's point of view, 
there is a single good-sized flap for closing, 
and this appears to be adequately gummed. 
Postal Africana. 

A magnificent -offer has been made by Mr. 
A. A. Jurgens to the South African Museum, 
Capetown. He is willing to pre'Sent his 29 
large volumes of covers to the nation provided 
a suitable room is provided to house it. This 
room must be fire, damp and burglar-proof, 
with no windows, be lit by electric light and 
with a steel strong-room door. It is under
stood that in 1943 the Government promised 
an £18,000 additional wing to the museum 
which would contain such a room, but so far 
,there is no indication when, if ever, this would 
be started. 

It would be a thousand pities if this offer 
falls through as the collection is literally 
unique, a word much overworked but in this 
instance justified. There is nothing else like 
it, never can be, and it is quite irreplaceable, 
containing as it does letters from Jan van 
Riebeek, Simon v. d. Stel and every Governor 
on to the time of Sir George Grey, to say 
nothing :of all the many more plebian repre
sentatives of the pre-adhesive stamp period. 

W.N.S. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors -try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S.W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

Nyasaland Stamps, Leopard design, few 
sets at 4/-. Orders executed for cur
rent issue at 15%. 

G. A. Nourse, Box 45, Blantyre, Nyasa
land. 

All Different: 500 France £3; 1,000 
French Colonials £3 10s.; 500 Indian 
States £2 5s. 

F. G. Fifoot, P.T.S., 125 College Road, 
Moseley, Birmingham, England. 

1A few certified stamps from the Roose
velt Collection. Enquiries invited. 

Stamps, 41 Langton Road, Montclair, 
Durban. 

=================== 
STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

July, 1948. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 111 

"CONDITIONITIS" 
The following is quoted from George B. 

Sloane's column in a recent issue of "Stamps." 
We give it without comment, other thap that 
it may give some readers furiously to think. 
He refers specifically to U.S. stamps, but it 
might apply to others. 

"Where a rigid standard of perfection con
dition in United States stamps becomes the 
all-important governing feature in the forma
tion of the collection, the underlying propul
sion is invariably the financial angle, the re
sale value, the expected profit. 

"Everyone, of course, wants good-looking 
stamps-this is natural and understandable
but where condition is carried to extremes, as 
it frequently is, where the collector is con
tented only with copies which are calibrated 
for perfect centering, copies in absolute and 
precise balance, the collection in time must 
become a wearying and dangerous mental 
hazard. 

"Often, after finding them, he worries 
·whether they are good enough, and whether 
he might have gotten another copy 'just a 
little better,' had he only seen some more or 
waited a little longer. If the dollar sign is 
n~t the guiding star, then perhaps a psychia
trist could more accurately diagnose the moti
vating reason. 

"At any rate, stamp collecting at this stage 
has ceased to be a pleasurable pursuit. If it 
is agreed, then, that it is a cold-blooded specu
lation, do these people give as much thought 
and planning to their investments in stocks, 
bonds and other securities ? A bad case of 
'conditionitis' can spoil the hobby for any
one." 

1947 STAMPS 
"Mekeel's Weekly" quotes from the "New 

York Times" that stamp issues for 194 7 
amounted to 2,416 from 139 governments. 
This figure should be cut a little as the 
U.S.A. is credited with 66 varieties, but only 
1 7 of these were for postal purposes. 

The U.S.S.R. leads the parade with 120 
then follow China, Roumania and Austri~ 
with 102, 99 and 87 respectively, the rest of 
the field being quite a way behind these. 

PHILATELY AND X-RAYS 
Two papers by Mr. W. H. S. Cheavin in 

the March-April issue of "Philately" indicate 
that X-rays will play an important part in 
the examination of doubtful stamps. These 
two papers deal (a) with the identification of 
chalky-surfaced papers and (b) the recogni
tion of repairing by added paper. Without 
going into any technical detail, it may just 
be said that it is the presence of filling mate
rial, such as calcium or barium salts, in the 
paper which absorb the "soft" (Grenz) X
r3:ys employed and show up in the radiographs. 
Difficulty only arises when the printing ink 
contains an atomically heavy element such as 
mercury or lead; a picture of the design may 
then obscure the picture of the paper -con
tent. 

.COLONIAL SILVER WEDDING IS::,UE. 
A COMBINED PROTEST 

The British Philatelic Association and the 
Philatelic Traders' Society have sent a joint 
protest to the Secretary of State fo-t· the Col
onies about this proposed issue. The Presi
dent of the Royal Philatelic Society has 
authorised the statement that, apart from the 
financial and trading aspects, with which his 
Society is not concerned, the views and vpin
ions expressed in the joint memorandum will 
be fully endorsed by the Society. 

The Philatelic Federation of Southern Af
rica is associating itself with this protest in 
the following letter sent on 16th June by the 
Hon. Secretary of the Executive Council to 
the British Philatelic Association: 

"At a recent meeting of the Executive 
Council of this Federation a resolution which 
had been submitted by the East London Phil
atelic Society was discussed. The resolution, 
which was supported by a large number of 
constituent Societies, depl·ored the proposed 
issue of Colonial Silver Wedding stamps 
which would cost a collector in South Africa 
about fifty pounds. 

"The Executive unanimously agreed to sup
port the protest as it was felt that whilst 
there was no objection whatever to the issue 
of commemorative stamps on this occasion 
there were most serious objections to the 
high face value of the proposed series. 

"My Executive is of the opinion that the 
real purpose of the issue is to extract a sub
stantial sum of money from Philatelists, a 
great many of whom cannot afford to spe11d 
such a large amount. Most collectors, as you 
are aware, desire to acquire complete sets of 
stamps, but on account of the high ~ost o~ this 
issue will most likely decide to boycott 1t. 

"It is a matter of sincere regret that Great 
Britain should be associated with an issue, 
which in the minds of many Philatelists wiil 
be linked with other similar emissions by cer
tain countries. They serve no real postal 
need and are merely a means :of raising money 
from stamp collectors. A great many col
lectors in South Africa are collectors of 
Georgians and would wish to include the Sil
ver Wedding stamps in their collections but 
on account of the cost will have to omit them, 
thus leaving undesired blanks in their albums. 

"It is sug1gested that compilers of leading 
Stamp Catalogues such as Messrs. Stanley 
Gibbons, Ltd., should be requested not to ~~ta
logue the series. This would be most effective. 

"If the high values of the series J:ia~e al
ready been printed it is hoped that ~t 1s not 
too late to ask that they be reduced m value 
to a maximum equivalent of ls. by means of 
a surcharge." 

[We have heard from both the B.P.A. and 
S.G. that the Colonial Office have t~rned down 
all suggestions for altering the high values. 
Messrs. S. G. also state that they cannot 
omit listing the stamps; collectors must do 
their own boycotting.-Ed.] 
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BARBADOS 
By J. R. SIMPSON. 

(Notes read with a display given to the 
Philatelic Society of Natal.) 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Before presenting my Barbados 'Stamps for 

your inspection, with your permission I should 
like to read you a few brief notes, firstly of 
this country itself and then of the stamps. 

BARBADOS. Is the most easterly of the 
West Indian Islands, and one of the oldest 
and most British of Britain's possessions, hav
ing been annexed in 1605; although its area is 
only 166½ square miles, it contains a mixed 
population of 180,000 inhabitants, over 1,000 
to the 'Sq. mile. 

Barbados has figured prominently in the 
history of many of the most important and 
most decisive of Britain's Naval victories, as 
well as in the old filbustering expeditions 
known in those days as the "Expanding of the 
British Empire." It was in 1655 that Jamaica 
was annexed to Britain by a force sent from 
Barbados, as was also Tobago in 1672. It 
was from Carlisle Bay, Barbados, that Sir 
George Rodney sailed with Sir Samuel Hood 
in April, 1782, to win the glorious victory of 
the Virgin Islands over the French Count de 
Grasses, and thereby to re-establish the sup
remacy of England in the West Indies. One 
of the first 'Statues to the memory of Lord 
Nelson was erected in Barbados in Trafalgar 
Square in 1813, and the first stamp in com
memoration of the same hero W3S issued in 
Barbados in 1905. 

The island, which is mainly built up of 
coral with only a small portion of its volcanic 
origin exposed, is looked upon as the health 
resort of the other West Indian Islands and 
of British Guiana; the climate, whilst being 
wholly tropical, is delightfully salubrious to 
an extent that can be appreciated only by 
those who have lived there, like myself. 

In 1703 Queen Anne instituted the first post 
in the shape of "Monthly Packets" between 
England and Barbados with the following 
charges:-

For every letter not exceeding two sheets 
of paper the charge was ls. 6d., and for 
every packet weighing not over one ounce 
the charge was 2s. 8d. 
This "Packet Agency" was abolished in 

1858, and postage stamps were issued for 
overseas packets and letters. 

The first stamps of Barbados were prepared 
from the steel plates originally designed by 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., Ltd., for Mauri
tius in 1849, with only the name of the 
conntry altered; they were issued in Barbados 
in April 1852. These stamps were imper
forate, and continued in use until 1860 when 
pin perforations were adopted. From that 
date and up to the present time the perfora
tions -0f Barbado·s stamps have been of great 
variety both in number and qualities and need 
a great deal of study. 

WATERMARKS. Distinguishing the vari
ous watermarks is of very great importance 
in the examination and selection of early 
British Colonials, and it is often very difficult 
to discern the difference between them. 

In 1870-187 4 the large 6-rayed Star water
marked paper was used in Barbados, t~ough 
it had been in use for the South Australia 2d. 
stamps since 1854, and subsequently in Cey
lon, New Zealand, St. Helena, Tasmania and 
Victoria. 

The "Small Star" paper was specially manu
factured for the stamps of Queensland, and 
used first in August, 1860, and was subse
quently used for Natal and St. Lucia and 
also for Antigua, Grenada, St. Vincent and 
Turks Island. It was used in Barbados from 
1871-1873. 

From 1875-1881 the Crown C. C. water
marked paper was used by Mes·srs. De la 
Rue & Co., with Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & 
Co's engraved steel plates. In 1882-1886, 
electrotyped plates of the Queen's Head issue 
replaced the engraved plates; these stamps 
were printed on the Crown CA watermarked 
paper. 

In 1892-1899 stamps with the "Seal of the 
Colony" and with Crown CA watermark and 
14 perforations were brought into use. This 
includes the first farthing stamp used on May 
5th, 1896. The date of the official gazette 
with permission to use this stamp for news
papers· was January 23-96, and between that 
date and the date of arrival of the farthing 
stamps in the Island, "Payment in coin was 
received at the General Post Office," and the 
newspapers were franked "Paid in Barbados" 
by a hand stamp. You will see tabled a speci
men of this hand-stamped paper. 

The Jubilee Issue 1897-1898 was printed on 
the Crown C C watermarked paper, as also the 
Nelson Centenary issue of 1906. 

In 1906 the commemoration (Olive Blossom) 
ld. stamp was printed on multiple Crown CA 
watermarked paper, and this paper remained 
in use until the ld. supplementary Victory 
issue of 1921, when the Multi-Script CA 
waterm~ .. rk was introduced and is in use up to 
the present date. · 

A change from 14 perforations first occurred 
in 1932 when the new Hd. issue was perfor
ated 13½ x 12, and this was followed by the ~d., 
ld., 2M. and ls. values. In 1933 a further 
alteration to 13~ perforations was made with 
the ld., Hd. and 2s. 6d. values. 

In January, 1938 the new King George VI 
stamps were issued, the difference between 
these and the former issue being that the 
head of George VI replaced that of George V 
in the representations of the Arms of Barba
dos and the inscription "Postage & Revenue" 
deleted, and all the colours from the 3d. value 
upwards were changed, the perforation being 
13½ X 12. 

Since 1925 the recess printings of Messrs. 
De La Rue have remained in use except for the 
special short term Commemoration stamps 
of the Tercentenary of the Colony and the 
Silver Jubilee and Coronation stamps. Almost 
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the whole collection of Barbados entails a 
study of watermarks and perforations, for 
which patience and good eyesight are essen-
tial requirements. _ 

Amongst my collection shown here I might 
draw your attention to some of the stamps 
which I have found difficult to obtain:-

1. Several of the Britannia early issues. 
2. The 1873 dull rose ( 5s.). 
3. The Queen's head higher values 1882-

1886, and the ½d. on 4d. surcharge of the 
same, 1892. 

4. The Victoria Jubilee issue on blued 
paper, 1898. 

5. The Nelson Commemoration Supplemen
tary issue of 1907. 

6. The King George (inset head) higher 
values, 1912. 

7. Large Seal 1918 issue, higher values 
1916-1920. 

During my visit to Barbados last year, the 
Post Office ran short of ld. stamps and the 
current 2d. red stamp with 14 perfs. was over
printed one penny. These being quickly ab
sorbed, the same 2d. stamps of 13~ x 13 per
forations were similarly overprinted, but as 
the penny stamps supplied from Britain ar
rived soon after, the latter stamps were no 
longer issued, and have become very scarce. 
Some of the overprints are known to have 

been forged locally. I bought mine at the G.P.O. 

CRUELTY TO STAMPS 
The little note "Heavy Hand" in our Feb

ruary issue has brought forth from readers 
several examples of brutally postmarked 
stamps. We do not purpose just yet, at any 
rate, publishing- a black list of specially of
fending post offices; nor shall we sponsor• the 
founding of an 8.P.C.S., although there is 
room for such an effort, as we have pretty 
good evidence that in some cases heavy post
marking is not just an accident or a casual 
happening but is done deliberately or with 
malicious intent. 

It is very disappointing to a collector when 
his special first-day covers and/or commem
orative issues are ruined by a heavy postmarn: 
or by several of them, quite unnece'Ssary 
when one would have served the purpose. 

It is a bad advertisement for South Africa 
and not conducive to a sale of our stamps 
abr(!)ad when such covers are returned to the 
senders with caustic remarks about the awful 
postmarks. 

Would the argumentum ad pecuniwm appeal 
to the postal authorities? If they are 
anxious to increase the sale of stamps 
amongst collectors-and most governments do 
seem to be keen t·o do so these days-they 
must not only provide attractive stamps but 
they must arrange that they are not ruinec 
from the collectors point of view when they 
are cancelled. 

There are some cancelling dies with which 
it is practically impossible to cancel lightiy; 
the circles and the lettering are so thick that 
a heavy mark is inevitable. No operator can 
be blamed if he has to work with such a can-

celler. For such a contingency we can oniy 
recommend that such cancellers be gradually 
replaced by others with finer lines and letter:;, 
especially in the larger post offices where 
probably most "philatelic mail" is handled. 
The latest introduced types of machine can
cellers are good examples of "fine" types. 

Switzerland is an excellent example of a 
country which not only produces attractive 
stamps but her postmarks that do not ruin 
them philatelically speaking. · 

In many countries it is a common custom · 
for collectors to mark special mail "Philatelic 
Mail-Cancel Lightly" or something to that 
effect. This is often effective but we see some 
grumbles that the instruction or request is by 
no means always observed by the postal 
clerks. 

In the Netherlands we understand that the 
postal authorities have gone a step further, 
according to a statement recently appearing 
in "Stamp Collecting." If collectors put such a 
notice on their envelopes (presumably a label 
officially supplied) it will ensure that the 
stamps are lightly postmarked. If they are :n.:Jt, 
damages can be claimed from the Post Office. 

That is really encouraging stamp collecting! 
Dare we hope for similar acti·on here? 

USED G.B. and COLONIALS 
Scarce Sets and High Values 

.Antigua, 1932 Tercentenary issue, 
complete . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . £23/10 

Ascension, 1934, ½d. to 5/-, complete £3/10 
Barbados, 1904-5, 2/6 violet & green £2 

1906 Nelson Centenary, complete set 
of 7 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £3/15 

1918, 3/- green and violet, very fine £2/10 
Basutoland, 1933, ½d. to 10/- complete £6/10 
Br. Guiana, 1934-44, le. to $1, com-

plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £7 /10 ' 
Canada, 1897 Jubilee, $2, $3, $4 and 

$5, good condition but heavy post-
marks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £27 /10 

Cayman Is., 1935, ½d. to 10/- com-
plete . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10/10 

Dominica. 1923-33, ½d . to £1, 21 
stamps, complete with colour 
changes. All lightly cancelled . . £15 

G.B., 1867-83, 5/-, pl. I, wmk. Maltese 
Cross. f'ent1·ed to top . . • . . . £1/15 

Do.. £1. do. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . £14 
Do., 5/-, blued paper, wmk. Anchor, 

well centred and nicely cancelled £8/10 
Do., £5, white paper, wmk. Anchor, 

good appearance, but has silght 
imperfection • . . . . . . . . . . . £12 

1884, £1, wmk. Crowns, fine speci-
men . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £10 

Do., wmk. Orbs., rather heavy pmk., 
cat. £2n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £16/10 

1902-10, £1, K.E., superb. Datea 
19th .Tuly, 1911 . . . . . . . . . . £4/5 

1!)13, £1, K.G., parcel post cancel-
lation . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . £7 

Hong Kong, 1903, $10, ICE., wmk 
Crown C.A. . . . . . • ·. . . • . . £3/10 

Kenya, 1906-7, 10r., wmk. Mult. C.A. £7/15 
New Guinea, 1931 Air set, ½d. to £1 

complete . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . • £7 
1035 Ai~ £2 and £5 .. .• •. .. •• £19 

Nigeria, 1936, ½d. to £1 complete . . £10 
Sudan, 1935 General Gordon Com-

mem., complete . . . . . . . . . . . . £14/10 
Swaziland, 1933, ½d. to 10/- complete £5/10 

DAVID FIELD LTD. 
St.amp Dealers since 1884. 

7 Vigo Street, LONDON, W.I. 
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ISRAEL 
"Stamp Collecting" reports that the first 

provisional postage stamps of Israel are the 
Jewish. N aUonal Fund stickers overprinted 
with the Hebrew word "Dvar'' (Post). There 
are 11 of these, ranging from 2 to 100 mils. 
Mr. S. Legator informs us that a definitive 
set was issued on 16th May, with nine values, 
3 to 1,000 m. The stamps . are inscribed "He
brew Post" in Hebrew and Arabic; the sym
bols on them are all of coins struck during 
the 1st and 2nd wars against the Romans dur
ing 66-70 A.D. and 130 to 135 A.D. 

The individual stamps are as follows:-
3 m. A bronze coin from the First War of 

Liberation (fourth year). The inscription is 
"The Redemption of Zion." 

The symbol is a palm tree with baskets of 
fruits gathered for the "Festivals of First 
Fruits." 

5 m. A bronze coin of the First War of 
Liberation (second year). The inscription is 
"Freedom of Zion." 

The symbol is a "Leaf of the Vine." 
10 m. A bronze coin of the First War of 

Liberation ( third year). The inscription is 
"Year Three." 

The symbol is a "Holy Jug." 
15 m. A bronze coin of the Second War of 

Liberation (first year-). The inscription is 
"Redemption of Israel." 

20 m. A silver coin of the First War of 
Liberation (second year). The inscription is 
"Shekel of Israel-Second Year." 

50 m. A silver coin of the Second Year of 
Liberation. The inscription is "First Year of 
the Redemption of Israel." 

The symbol is "Three Palm Branches and 
a Citrus Fruit used in the Festivals of the 
Tabernacles." 

250 m. This consists of the two sides of 
the silver "Shekel" of the First War of Liber
ation (second year). The obverse inscription 
is "Shekel ,of Israel." 

The symbol is a "Holy Chalice." 
The reverse inscription is "Holy Jeru

salem." The symbol is "Three Pomegranab~ 
Flowers on a ·stalk. 

500 m. This is the same as stamp value 
250 m. except that it relates to Year Three 
of the War. 

1000 m. This is the same as stamp value 
250 m. except that it relates to Year Four of 
the War. 

,,. 
INDIA 

\Ve understand there will be four Ghan di 
memorial stamps, Ba, 3fa, 12a, and lOR, 
also that they are being printed in Vienna. 

\Ve have to thank some unnamed sender 
for a souvenir envelope of the first flight of 
"Air India InternationaF' from Bombay to 
the United Kingdom on 8th June. 

O.V.S. LOCALLY MADE 
POSTCARDS WITH ADHESIVE 

STAMPS 
When I wrote the article in last year's 

November issue on the locally made Orange 
Free State Postcards with adhesive stamps 
I expected that some South African collector 
would challenge some of my statements, but, 
sad to relate, not one did. 

It has been left to Mr. S. G. Rich to pick 
up the gage. He is an American who spent 
some five years in South Africa and is still 
a keen collector and student of its stamps; 
he is a frequent contributor to American 
philatelic papers and author, inter alia, of the 
"F:i1ilately of the Anglo-Boer War, 1899-1902," 
a book which should be in the hands of every 
South African collector. 

But to come to our immediate business. I 
think it is usually understood that when the 
original value of a stamp is altered by an 
overprint it is called .a "Provisional." 

Mr. Rich, in his article in the May issue, 
p. 76, writes that without a single exception 
the stamps used were the regular adhesive 
stamps. What about the provisional ld. on 
3d. December, 1890 (S.G. No. 54/5)? This 
stamp was surcharged in full sheets just like 
the Hong Kong stamps of 1879, Nos. Pl, P2 
and P3. 

Since writing my article in November I 
have received a letter from the printer who 
actually made these postcards, and he states 
that after affixing the stamps to the cards all 
t~e printing on them was done at orie opera
tion-new value, coat-of-arms, lines for the 
address and wording. 

So far, so good, but what about the 2d. 
w!th the re~ Ud. overprint? I cannot agree 
with Mr. Rich that this red overprint was 
applied after the stamp was affixed to the 
card, nor do I agree with him that the red· 
overpr_int is. on top of the black overprint of 
the shield-Just the reverse. (From examina
tion of my specimens I agree with Mr. Tam
sen that the black shield is on top of the red 
Hd.-Ed.) _If the red Hd. had been applied 
after affixat10n of the stamp it would have 
meant two operations for the printer. More
ov~r examination of a number of the red over
prmt~ reveals small varieties, which makes it 
practic_ally cert_ain that these stamps had their 
overp!'mt applied on sheets, which were then 
supplied to the printer to be stuck on cards 
and _further printed in black. This puts this 
particular stamp on a par with the Ifong 
Kong items. 

As regards cancellation of these cards by 
p_ostal_ clerks, there may have been instruc
tions issued to postmasters, which were more 
or less acted up.on. But postmasters must have 
wonder?d why they were not supplied with 
these d1ff erent stamp·s separately for ordinary 
po_stal use. Besides, a lot of very strang~ 
thmgs happened postally in South Africa in 
th~ years 189_0 to 1899-regulations were one 
thmg, observmg them was quite another. 

EMIL TAMSEN. 
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IF you are a beginner-
IF you are a general collector-

1 F you are a specialist

"THE 

PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE" 

can always offer you a feature of 
interest. Every issue contains one 
specialised article, several pages 
of easy reading, and a fully illus
trated New Issue Chronicle listing 
the latest stamps from all over 

the world. 

Subscription 10/- per annum 
from 

Harris Publications Ltd. 
Members B.P.A., P.T.S. (London), C.S.N.T.P. 

(Paris) 

455 STRAND LONDON W.C.2 

Modern British Colonials 
all are mint and very fine. Money bacl< 

guarantee. 

Please pay by bankdraft on U.S. 

Aden 1937, complete to lOR . • £16 
Antigua 1932 C€ntenary, to 5/- . . £14. 
Bahamas 1930 Tercent. set . . . • . . £4 
Brt. Somali 1938 set compl. . . . . £4 
Cayman 1932 C€ntenary set to 10/- £22 
Cayman 1935 set complete . . . . . . £6 
Falkland 1933 C€ntenary comp!. . . £45 
Gibraltar 1925, 5 Pounds . . . . . . £25 
Hong Kong 1938-46, all 21 val. . . £6 
Newfoundland 1932, Dornier DO-X £10 
Newfoundland 1933 Labrador set . . £6 
Newfoundland 1933 Balbo Flight . . £10 
North Borneo BMA set comp). (15) £4 
Nyasaland 1938 comp!. to 1 Pd. (18) £4 
St. Helena 1922-27, all 2.1 val. . . £38 
St. Helena, the scarce 15/- only . . . . £25 
St. Helena 1934 Centenary set comp!. . . £17 
Sierra Leone 1932 set comp!. . . . . £8 
Sierra Leone, Wilberforce compl. £40 
Sarawak BMA comp!. (20) .. . . . £11 

All new issues and current high values at 
5 % over face value 

UNION STAMP COMPANY, 
240 BROADWAY, NEW YORY 

U.S.A. 

It's cash with 
order for these 

fine C.G.H. trian
gulars or any o 

the other quality item 
listed here, but-shou 

you decide to return an 
thing (packets excepte 

after 3 days' approval-
your money will be cheerfull 

refunded to you witho·ut delay 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 
(Condition: Good-to-fine-used). 

S.G. la cat. £8 offered at £4/5/-; S.G. 4 
cat. 60/- at 27 /-; S.G. 5 cat. £8 at 72/6; 
5a cat. 85/- at 40/-; 6a cat. 55/- s·uperb 
copy at 30/-; 8 cat. £10 at 91/6; and 
finally 21 cat. £18 at only £7. 

BRITISH EAST AFRICA 
S.G. 59 cat. 25/- superb mint at 15/-; 
S.G. 77 cat. 27 /6 superb mint at 19/9, 
and 80-85 cat. 137 /6 fine used at 79/6 
only. 

FIRST DAY COVERS, Airmails Etc. 
Burma Independence comp. with special 
2-day "Celebration P.O." pmk. and cachet 
at 4/9; Mauritius 1847-1947 postal cen
tenary complete F.D.C. at 5/-; Norfolk 
Island complete with cachet F.D.C. 
10/6/47 at 8/6; South Africa Princess 
Elizabeth 21st Birthday at Cape Town 
Souvenir Cover pmkd. "Cape Town 
21/4/47" and also Royal Tour of Rho
desia td. and· 1,d. R.V. franked "Royal 
Tour Southern Rhodesia 7 /4/47"-the 2 
covers for 7 /-. 

AIRMAILS 
Attractive de luxe all cellophane packets. 
100 airmail stamps cat. approx. 35/- at 
12/- or 200 airmails at the fine value of 
29/6 only. 
C. W.O. Subject Unsold. 3 days approYal. 
We pay postage and reg. Postal business only. 

Addrets, until further notice : 

INVEST AMPS (South Africa) 
130 BEACH ROAD, 

THE STRAND, CAPE TOWN 
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(Continued from Page 96 of June Issue) 
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So, there are only those stamps here that 
show pieces of art and the man who pro
duced them. Collecting and mounting and 
writing them up has given scope to all my 
inclinations. In collecting them, I could for 
myself solve the long-standing problem of 
whether one should go in for the " real" 
stamp, i.e., the postally used label, or the mint 

the main interest of the collection had its 
fulfilment with the writing-up of the sheet, 
or better, previous to that, in trying to find a 
fitting quotation for it. 

There was a stamp portraying Rembrandt. 
It showed his likeness. But now, how could I 
show what Rembrandt means, to me and to 

l\[ 420 
G C:lO 

.ATSTIUA 103,rn 
1922 

stamp that looks so much nicer; here, ob
viously, it had to be the mint stamp, as the 
aesthetic reasons were the deciding ones. 

But it has been the mounting and writing
up that has been the most enjoyable p.art of 
it, as it would be for anybody. As the contents 
of the stamp, its associations mattered more 
than anything else, more. than comparative 
rarity and certainly more than possible flaws'. 

others? Obviously by showing one of his 
creations on the same sheet. But which one? 
Obviously that which seems to me to por
tray his style, his craftsmanship, . his sensi
bility at their best. That meant looking 
through all his work, once and once more, 
selecting, discussing, and, finally, photograph
ing that one which I had decided upon. And 
all the joy of the matter was in that. 
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Or there was Germany's greatest poet, 
Goethe. There is so much one thinks his 
unsurpassably best work. Fortunately, there 
are two stamps, two possibilities of a final 
choice. So the most beautiful poem of the 
German language could come in, and still 
''Faust" need not be left out. And so with Mo
zart, so with the philosophers, the sculpto~s, 
the stone masons; for everyone the most smt
a ble and matching quotation had to be found. 
And where the work itself was shown on a 
stamp, something had to be said a~out its 
worth, its fate, its history. The . enJoym~nt 
lay in selecting the text for the 1llustrat10n 
that the stamp offered, and the final writing
up was nothing but a continued smacking of 
one's lips. 

And in this way those little labels really 
make vou do a good job of it. I am sure I 
should· never have read the whole of Whit
man's "Leaves of Grass," had it not been for 
a feeling that I might find a stronger, more 
telling line than the one I knew; when I had 
waded through the whole book, I had found 
one! When will I be able to help myself, 
·with an English stamp in front of me, to 
Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, Milton, Gains
borough and Purcell? 

There remains very little to tell about the 
"how." Every stamp has its own sheet, and 
every stamp has its quotation, either a writ
ten line, or the photograph of a painting, or 
a musical quotation. The issuing country is 
used for the heading, and the catalogue num
bers of both Gibbons and Michel (the German 
catalogue) are given; the only other inscrip
tion, except for a necessary biographical note 
( birth place and life dates), is the attempt 
to give vent to still another of my crazes: 
to catalogue myself what I have. So every 
sheet has its number of five figures. 

The first one stands for the Continent, 1 
for Europe, 2 for Asia, 3 for Africa, 4 for 
America, 5 for Australasia. The next two 
numbers are those of the country, in alpha
betical order, so that 103 stands for Austria. 
Next comes the century of which the stamp 
speaks, I for the time before Christ, 2 for 
the Middle Ages, and the following numbers 
for every century since 1500. Lastly, the 
branch of art is numbered. Literature in 
every form, whether prose or poetry, drama or 
philosophy, has 1, painting, etching, drawing 
has the number 2, sculpture is 3, religious 
architecture 4, profane architecture is 5, 
music 6, theatre 7, dancing 8. All the other 
arts, whether the art of the goldsmith or the 
hairdresser, fashion, weaving, toy-making, and 
so on, share number 9, so that O may stand. 
very selfishly, alone for the so-called art oi 
photography. So far, this branch has only 
one example, that French stamp honouring 
Daguerre and Niepce. 

That is all. If it looks as if it had taken 
too much time, meant too much painstaking 
labour, let me reiterate that it was joy, and 
not work, even if it took some time. And let 
me refer you to the example Mark Twain 
and the quotation used for him-that remark 
about the difference between work and hobby 

that I have made the motto of this paper. 
It was pure enjoyment; and I have learnt a 
lot by it. Perhaps, after all, we do collect 
stamps in order to enrich our general know
ledge? 

The Dawn of S. African Philately ! 

Cape of Good Hope 
1853-1863/4 

i-f I specialise in these ever-popular 
TRIANGULARS, and can always be re
lied upon for out-of-the ordinary pieces 
as well as the normal items. 

i-f Choice mint and used singles, pairs, 
blocks, covers, scarce postmarks, proofs, 
etc., all reasonably priced, sent on ap
proval against British references. 

i-f Also G. Britain, 1840-1940, early 
B.N. America, Pence Ceylon, Mauritius, 
N.S. Wales, N. Zealand and various 
W. Indies. 

"Every Stamp an, Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 

Middlesex England 

GERMAN POST-WAR STAMPS 

Collectors of German iS'sues of 1945-46 have 
been in great doubt as to what should be re
garded as really "collectable" of the numer
ous local jssues. They should be greatly 
helped in their judgment by an article pub
lished under the title of "A Who's Who of 
German Post-War Stamps" in the May issue 
of the "American Philatelist" by Mr. H. C. 
Schulz. This is a translation of a memorand
dum by the Hallensia Stamp Club which, it is 
'Stated, is being accepted as authoritative by 
collectors and catalogue makers in Germany. 

Nine conditions are laid down as tests for 
considering the eligibility of some 74 stamps 
to qualify, and on this basis they are divided 
into four groups-( 1) fully recognised for 
listing; (2) officially issued, but not quite 
fully meeting all the conditions laid down; (3) 
officially issued, but fulfilling only a few of 
the required conditions; (4) issued by inter
ested parties and not worthy of being con
sidered legitimate postage stamps. 

Only 21 reach the fully recognised grade; 
more than half are put in the fourth group 
as "unworthy"; the remainder fall into the 
second or third groups as just deserving of 
some recognition, but not that of full cata
logue ranking. 
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KENYA 
The following statement is quoted from 

a note in the Philatelic Magazine sent by Mr. 
M. T. Larsen from Nairobi. 

"The Kenya 1935 5c. perf. 13 x 11 ½ is 
selling there for £65 to £100, according to 
condition. The normal perf., but with very 
black frame, is changing hands for £700. 
Latest discovery is a current shilling with 
watermark sideways." 

Money must be plentiful and there is no 
Stock Exchange on which to lose it! 

Mr. W. Tunstall reports anent Meter Posts 
that the Kenya farmers at Nakuru appear 
to have two franks with "Tanganyika" on 
them, as he has now seen a second one 
with N14 in larger figures followed by 
CENTS in place of merely C. 

The Crown Agents have released new 
printings of the 5c., 30c., 50c. 2s. and 5s., 
but there are no striking shade differences. 
"Stamp Collecting" reports that the 5s. was 
last released three months ago, perf. 14~i; 
this time it has reverted to the normal 13 1/4 
x 13 ¾. More headaches! 

MOROCCO AGENCIES 

In 1937 unoverprinted British stamps gra
dually replaced those overprinted "Morocco 
Agencies", although stamps overprinted 
"Tangier" still continued in use. 

M:r. de Righi has an interesting article in 
"Stamp Collecting" on the thirty-odd K.G. V 
and K.G. VI "Used Abroad" stamps, which 
have been on sale at British P.O.'s in 
Morocco since 1937. 

GILBERT & ELLICE 
POSTAGE DUES 

Has anyone ever seen Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands Postage Due stamps in used condition? 
There are eight denominations, but S.G. do 
not give any prices for used specimens. 

Dr. J. L. Grurnbridge has an article on 
them in the May issue of "Gibbons' Stamp 
Monthly". He quotes a correspondent in the 
islands as saying: "I have never seen any 
used out here. In fact, I do not think they 
exist." Later the same individual wrote: 
"I have managed to unearth for you a 
Postage Due Stamp. Our local postmaster 
has never handled any." He tried to get it 
used by posting an unstamped letter to him
self. The Postage Due stamp was put on 
the envelope. but was carefully not cancelled 
by the postmark. 

HUNGARY 
The Ministry of Communications report 

the issue on 15th May of a set of 10 air-mail 
stamps, 1 to 40f., featuring inventors and dis
coverers of various nations. Also of a 2 f. air 
stamp with a surtax of 18 f. which is to go 
towards the reconstruction of the Budapest 
Chain Bridge. The 'Stamp features the bridge. 
The latter issue appears to come definitely 
into the "ramp" class. 

B.P.A. EXPERTISING 
In a survey of their work for the latter half 

of 1947, when some 897 items were examined 
they report some very clever forgeries of 
British departmental overprints, one being so 
clever that a leading expert on these stamps 
gave a different opinion about the same stamp 
twice in one morning. However, from exami
nation of a large number of these overprints, 
they have now arrived at a formula which they 
think will solve any case. 

In one bunch of Mafia stamps there were 
seven with forged overprints, four bogus 
items, four genuine and one genuine but an 
unissued variety. 

Dangerous forgeries were S.W.A. 1923 in
verted overprints and Seychelles overprints, 
especially varieties of the 1901' surcharges. 

Rhodesian double heads perf. 15 x 14 or 
14 x 15 should be looked at with suspicion 
if the stamp is in the slightest degree smaller 
than the normal. Genuine stamps were widely 
set on the sheet and there is a fair amount 

1 
of room to allow of faked perforation on two 
sides. 

The latest issue of "Philately'' for a change 
chronicles some of the genuine stamps that 
have been before the bench. Among then1 are 
the following: 

Basutoland "Officials" have been compara
tively frequent and everyone has passed the 
tests. At this rate almost every one should be 
certified. 

A South-West African variety is a block of 
four of the 1927-30 ld., two stamps with mis
placed overprint so that two stamps were 
without the overprint. 

An item we are very pleased to see "certi
fied" is the Union 1930 ld. in a block of four 
with centres omitted. This was classed "as 
genuine but probably from a proof sheet." 
That puts it in its place and we ·would like 
to see a good many other items which have 
been fetching high prices as "the real 
MacKay" of recent years, put along with it. 

JIPEX SHEETS 
The April number of the "Nederlandsch 

Maandblat voor Philatelie" has a long article 
on these sheets, including lists of the 21 dif
ferent settings of the marginal advertise
ments in the two denominations. 

ROTOGRAVURE PRINTING 
The "Essay Proof Journal" (April, 1948) 

has an excellent account by Stephen G. Rich of 
the essential f ea tu res of this form of printing 
stamps, including a description of the differ
ent kinds of screening employed. An inciden
tal statement is of some interest, "the newest 
stamp-making process and the only one of 
which no product has ever been counterfeited." 

N. RHODESIA 
"S.G. Monthly" notes under releases of 

printings on 15th March by the Crown Agents, 
a few slight shade changes in the 2d., 3d. and 
6d., but the ld. (Plate No. 4) is chocolate in
stead of reddish-brown and they are listing it 
as a definite shade variety. 
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For 

CLASSIC ISSUES 
Write to 

DOUGLAS 
ROTH, 

B.P.A. 

c/o Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd., 
Adderley Street, 

Cape Town· 

Mr. Roth will be in Johannesburg 
towards the end of July. Philatelists 
who would like to meet him, write 
to Douglas Roth, c/o South African 
Philatelist, P.O. Box 7012, Johannes-

burg 

~ For The 

FINEST 

·sTAMPS 
CLASSICS to NEW ISSUE 

Write for our Monthly List of Offers from 
one of the finest stocks in the country 
Superb early lmperforates to the fates~ 

Pictorials. 

Wants Lists of all countries receive 
prompt attention. 

H. E. WINGFIELD. 

392 Strand, London, W.C.2. 

British En1pire 
Classic Issues. 
We specialise in these stamps and 
invite enquiries from collectors of 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
CEYLON 

EARLY AFRICAN ·COLONIES 
INDIA 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
NEW ZEALAND 

TRANSVAAL 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Fine Material only at Reasonable Prices 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers since 1882) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 

Silver Wedding 
Co11nne111oratives 

.Attractive Bi coloured Souvenir I<'. D. C. (both 
values affixed) of the followin~ Colonie,,; 
mailed to you in protective cover. Post free: 

ANTIGUA 7 /6, BAHA)L\S 29/-, 1m1nHTDA 
29/-, BR. GTIAN.\. 18/-, BR. HONDeHA.8 
37 /!3, DO)HNICA 15/-, GRBNADA H>/-, 
.JAMAICA 29/-, LEBWAHD IS. 7 /6, l\IO:\"T-
8ERRAT 7 /6, ST. KI'l'TS 7 /6, ST. LUCIA 
29/-, ST. \'INCl<]XT 29/-, TRIXIDAll 2!1/-, 

TURKS IS. 15/-, VIRGIN IS. 29/-. 

All the above for £16 12s. 6d. 
Lower values only ls. each. 

Blocks pro rata. 

Remit by P. 0. or :'.\Ioney Order, Draft or 
Air 'l'ransfer. 

Cables : Antilles, St. Lucia. C. W. 0. 
Bankers: Barclays, St. Lucia. 

Order now. Orrlet·s 1n1ut reach our office a.t 
least 14 <lays before i;tamps are put on sale. 

ANTILLES STAMP CO ... 
P.O. Box 101, St. LUCIA, B.W.3 

Trade enquiries welcome. 
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'The Status of the Mafeking Siege Stamps 
FACTS ABOUT A FASCINATING AND CLASSIC ISSUE 

By Dr. K. FREUND 
(Continued from p. 99 of June issue 

CHAPTER TWO 
1. THE INAUGURATION OF THE NEW 

SIEGE MAIL SERVICE 

The first official announcement of the new 
postal service appeared in "The Mafeking 
Mail-Special Siege Slips'', a daily siege 
newspaper, on March 22, 1900. It was in 
the form of a brief memorandum and had 
a rather animated style: 

"LOCAL MEMS 
Private letters will in future be sent ~y 

the Intelligence Department, by runners, m 
batches of 30 (letters, not runners) at a 
time. First come, first serv•ed, the commufli
cations will be despatched in the order they 
are received. Don't all speak at once." 

The merry spirit of this memorandum has 
· occasionally been criticised and misinter

preted as betraying the alleged flimsiness of 
the service. Actually it was meant to be just 
a preliminary announcement to break the 
pleasant news of the new service to the rather 
downhearted population which had clamoured 
so persistently for p,roper postal facilities 
and which in general was depressed by the 
constant shelling and by other effects of siege 
warfare. Many of Baden-Powell's despatches 
and notices were full of this infectious cheer
fulness which kept up spirits. 

The words "First come, first served" gave 
a hint of possible restrictions (which were 
specified in a later announcement). The 
last, sentence "Don't all speak at once" was 
a reflection on the frequently expressed de
mand for the service and implied an ex
pected rush. 

The statement that each batch would con
sist of thirty letters was merely a rough 
advance estimate. According to the informa
tion I have, this original limitation was con
siderably surpassed in most cases. Fre
quently up to 100 letters were carri,ed by 
a runner per trip (see similar information 
in "S.G.M.J.", October, 1900, p. 91). 

A fully detailed announcement of the ar
rangements, schedules and rates followed two 
days later, on March 24, 1900, also in "The 
Mafeking Mail". The details speak for them
selves. They appear to have been carefully 
worked out and are another indication of the 
genuine character and purpose of the ser
vice. Here is the announcement in full: 

"NOTICE 
New Arrangements for the Transmission of 

Tele,grams and Dealing with Letters. 
The Bombproof at the end of Minchin's 

yard, at Headquarters, will be open daily to 
receive Letters and Telegrams for North and 
South, between the hours of 9 a.m. and 10 
a.m. ( Sundays excepted). The following are 
the rates for Telegrams: Via the North, 9d. 
per word, plus a fee of ls. for a receipt, 
duly stamped; Telegrams for Cape Colony 
and Natal will be accepted by this route. 

Telegrams via the South for Cape Colony 
and Natal will also be accepted, the rate 
being ls. for 12 words, plus a fee of ls. for 

,,, a duly stamped receipt. 
Cablegrams 4/9 per word via the North 
Cablegrams 4/- per word via the South 

plus 1/- receipt fee. 
The sale of stamps for letters for local 

delivery will be restricted. 
Letters for Northern and Southern routes 

must be handed to the Postal Official on duty, 
and stamps cannot on any account be sold. 

(The italics are ours.-Ed.) 

RATES OF POSTAGE-LETTERS 
Local delivery (within town limits), ld. 

per ½ oz. 
Delivery at Outposts and Forts, 3d. per 

½ oz. 
Letters for United Kingdom, Cape Colony 

and Natal via the South, 6d. per ½ oz. 
Letters for United Kingdom, Cape Colony, 

Natal and Rhodesia, via the North, ls. per 
½ oz. 

Newspapers for local delivery, ½d. 1)€1' 
paper. Book Post ld. per oz. 

PILLAR AND WALL LETTER BOXES 
Pillar or Wall Letter receivers ate erected 

at the following places in Mafeking and are 
clear•ed at the times mentioned:-

Latest Time for 
Posting Letters etc. 
for each Collection 

Pillar and Wall Boxes Morning Afternoon 
Dixon's Hotel 9.55 a.m. 3.55 p.m. 
De Kock's Corner 9.40 a.m. 3.40 p.m. 
Victoria Hospital 9.30 a.m. 3.30 p.m. 
Post Office 9.35 a.m. 3.35 p.m. 
Railway Division 9.30 a.m. 3.30 p.m. 
Whiteley, Walker & Co. 9.45 a.m. 3.45 p.m. 

The following table shows the hours at 
which the Letter Box is closed for the 
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cliff erent Suburban Offices, and the hours at 
which mails are due to arrive at this Office:-
Letter Box•es close Letters due at 

at Mafeking at For Mafeking at 
5.0 p.m. Brickfields 9.0 a.m. 
5.0 p.m. Baralong Stadt 9.0 a.m. 
5.0 p.m. B.S.A.P. Fort 9.0 a.m. 
5.0 p.m. Cannon Kopje 9.0 a .m. 
5.0 p.m. Native Location 9.0 a.m. 
5.0 p.m. Western Outposts 9.0 a.m. 

J. V. Howat, Postmaster. 
Mafeking, 22nd March, 1900." 

What must strike one most in this Notice 
first of all, is the reference to the restriction 

in mint state had nothing whate11er to do 
with sinister philatelic motives. Those bud
ding stamp collectors that may have been 
in the besi-eged place ( they will be every
where at any time) regarded only a used 
stamp as a worth-while item. It was the 
prevalent opinion in Mafeking, as Mr. Howat, 
the late siege postmaster has told me, that 
a stamp was only of value for "collecting" 
if it was already cancelled, thus having some 
sort of guarantee for its genuineness (see 
also the statement in "The Stamp Collector", 
June, 1914, p. 45). The same idea prevailed 
also in the Cape at that time (see "S.G.M.J.'\ 

Fig. 3. Back of Registrred Cover 

Hacl. nf 1"Pf7istered cover--showing the complete gnmut of cancellations from the lwsiegPd Mafe
king to England-(Jfafcki11g-AP 13; Crocodile Pool8, where the Nath·e rnnnf'rs fin;;t <'011-
tncted Dritish lines-2:-i. APR; Bulawayo-red registered canc<>llntiou 22 MY: nape '1'01cn·-

regi!;tered cancellation 22:\lY; I,011don-rPgistere<l cancellation 8 JU). 

of the sale of stamps. The policy was, 
not to sell stamps over the counter in mint 
state ("stamps cannot on any account be 
sold"), but letters had to "be handed to the 
Postal Official on duty". This principle was 
later reiterated again in a Notice appearing 
on April 7 in "The Mafeking Mail". It is 
the explanation for the fact that there are 
comparatively so few unused Mafeking stamps 
about. The fact that there are actually 
Maf eking stamps in mint state in existence 
shows that occasi·onally the strict orders from 
high quarters must have been transgressed, 
especially when the civil postmaster, a sub
altern official, gave in to a higher officer to 
save him the time of repeated purchases. It 
cannot be empha,sized enough, however, that 
such occasional purchase of a few stamps 

November, 1900, last paragraph). 
As for the other details cited in the Notice 

above, we see that they covered both, the 
"abroad" as well as the "local" service, with 
particular care and attention being given to 
the latter. Let us view these two depart
ments of the siege postal service separately. 

2. THE "ABROAD" SERVICE 
The Notice makes it clear that the civilian 

population had the choice of two routes. If 
the Southe:rn route was pref erred by a letter
writer, he indicated this by writing "via 
Kimberley" on the envelope, while covers 
forwarded by the Northern route were 
usually marked "via North", "via Beira" or 
simply with an "N". 

It is interesting to not-e from the Notice 
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above that letters for the Cape Colony could 
also be forwarded via the North. This route, 
as stated before, was actually pref erred in 
spite of double the charge. In general, let
ters on transit were forwarded by the most 
suitable route offering itself each time, 
causing some "round trips". Thus, letters 
for England travelling via the North landed 
in many instances at Cape Town after all, 
from where they were forwarded by sea. 

The original instruction that letters should 
be sent only in very small home-made en
velopes was now relaxed and letters could 
be sent from now on in normal covers. 

Fig. 3 is the :reproduction of a cover from 
my collection which illustrates well, with its 
various intermediate cancellations, the main 
route on which the bulk of the siege mail 
was forwarded: 

It is hardly necessary to emphasise that 
mail-running still remained a risky affair and 
that a good percentage of the mail was in
tercepted by the Boers. Capt. (later Col.) 
H. Greener narrates briefly in "Stamp Col
lecting", May 18, 1929, p. 149: 

"On a still night or early morning, should 
our sentries have reported shots in the far 
distance, we concluded that our dispatches 
had not got out or that _there would be no 
post in that morning." 

When Gen. Snyman's Camp was taken later 
on, a large amount of this intercepted mail 
was found and recovered, but-strange to 
say-every postage stamp had been torn off. 
Which goes to show that there must have 
been some stamp · collectors among the Boer 
warriors too. 

Very important in assessing the status of 
the Maf eking stamps is the fact that the 
siege mail, its rates fixed by the siege authori
ties and the stamps themselves, were fulliy 
acknowledged and respected as valid by all 
authorities on the transit and receiving stages. 
It was definitely not a case of an obscure 
military issue being benevolently overlooked 
and allowed to pass. The problem of mem
bership of the Postal Union, with the besieged 
Mafeking still being regarded as part of the 
Cape Colony, did not come so much into the 
picture in this regard. It was probably more 
a tacit agreement of mutual accommodation, 
based on the fact that large batches of letters 
and newspapers had to go in the opposite 
direction from abroad to the besieged town. 
On the last stage, these batches from abroad 
had to be taken over by the native runners 
on their return journey at great sacrifice 
and expense, the Mafeking military authori
ties receiving nothing for the delivery of 
this mail. 

Here, anyway,. are some facts which make 
it quite clear that the Maf eking stamps were 
regarded as fully valid to pay postage for 
the complete journey to the final destination 
abroad: 

All letters coming from the besieged Maf e-

king were first checked at the Base Camp 
Post Offices as to their correct postage. Such 
checking marks can be found on many covers 
(see also confirmation by Bulawayo post
master in "S.G.M.J.", November, 1900, p. 97). 

The letters were then checked again at the 
post office in Bulawayo, as Mr. J. H. Powell, 
the postmaster of Bulawayo at that time, 
informs us (ibid.). The examining clerks 
initialled the envelopes and marked the Yalue 
of the stamps affixed. I possess quite a num
ber of covers showing such pencilled checking 
marks, which include the figure of the co1·
rect postage rate and the initials "J.H.P." 
(postmaster's initials). 

Letters whic_h went as far as England, were 
checked there again on arrival. In this re
gard I may refer again to Stanley Gibbons' 
report which was cited in the introductory 
article of this series and which stated that 
"double rates" (postage due) had to be paid 
by the receiver for letters which came from 
the besieged Maf eking but were not properly 
franked with the necessary Maf eking stamps. 

(To be continued.) 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

·-1 

The best medium for the medium 
buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. 

All material entrusted to us is carefully lotted 
in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 

Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN 
SAFETY IN BUYING. 

BRAZIL 

A Rotary International Convention at Rio 
on 16th May provided an excuse for a couple 
of commemoratives showing Rio harbour and 
Rotary's cogwheel symbol; the latter also 
figuring in a special cancellation. 
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RHODESIA 
The Following S. G. Nos. Are Available From Stock 

Of The "KIN·GS & QUEENS" Mint And Used:
ALL MINT. 
S.G. Nos.: 119 at 6d.; 120 at 2s. 6d.; 121 at 2s.; 122 at ls.; 123 at 
9d.; 124 at 2s.; 125 at 2s.; 126 at 2s. 6d.; 127 at £7; 129 at ls•.; 
130 at ls. 6d.; 131 at 6s. ;131a at 3s.; 132 at 3s. 6d.; 133 at 4.s.; 
134 at 5s.; 135 at 6s. 6d.; 137 at 10s.; 138 at 15s,.; 139 at 10s.; 
140 at 3s. 6d.; 141 at 15s.; 141a at 5.s.; 143 at 20s.; 144 at 4s.; 
145 at 4s.; 145a at 30s.; 146 at 15s.; 147 at 15.s·.; 148 at 15s.; 
149 at 5s.; 150 at 7s. 6d.; 151 at 4s.; 152 at 4s.; 152a at £5; ~53 
at 8s.; 154 at 35s.; 155 at 25s.; 155a at 30s.; 156 at £7; 158 at 
17s•. 6d.; 159 at 30s.; 160a at 55s.; 160b at 35s.; 162 at £6; 163 
at 65s.; 165 at £9; 166 at £10; 166a at £12; 170 at 40s.; 17 4 at 
12s. 6d.; 176 at 55s.; 184 at 10s.; 185 at 20s. 

USED:-
S.G. Nos.: 119 at 2d.; 120 at 3d.; 121 at 2d.; 122 at 2.s.; 124 at 
2d.; 125 at 2d.; 123 at 2d.; 128 at ls.; 129 at ls.; 130 at ls. 3d.; 
131 at 2.s. 6d.; 131a at 4s.; 133 at 2s.; 135 at ls. 3d.; 136 at 5s.; 
137 at 4s.; 138 at 7s.; 140 at 3.s.; 141a at 3s.; 143 at 12s. ;· 144 
at ls. 9d.; 145 at 2s.; 145a at 5s.; 147 at 7s. 6d.; 148 at 7s. 6d.; 
149 at 4s.; 150 at 5s•.; 151 at 3s.; 152 at 2s.; 153 at 7s. 6d.; 154a 
at 20s.; 169 at ls.; 171 'at 2s.; 170 at 6d.; 183 at 12s.; 184 at 
10s.; 175 at 20s.; 176 at 10s.; 160 (pair) at 45.s.; 165 at £10; 
166a at £12; 167 at 6d.; 169 at 2s.; 172 at 6s.; 173 at 6.s.; 174 
at 6s.; 177 at 7s. 6d.; 178 at 50s.; 180 at £10. 

ALL SUBJECT UNSOLD. POSTAGE EXTRA. CASH WITH ORDER. 

Send To: 

T. Mc. MICKING 
(P.T.S., B.P.A., F.R.G.S.) 

Cholo, Nyasaland. British Central Africa 

123 
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International Stamp Dealers' Directory-
1948 · Harris Publications Ltd., 445 
Stra~d, London, W.C.2. Price. 5s. net. 

Contains what is probably a nearly com
plete list of Briti~h dealers with thei~ .. spe
cialities also a hst, probably not qm~e so 
complet~, of dealers in other parts of the 
world. There are also notes on sources of 
supply, British import and export _re~ula
tions. world Trade Societies, world J?eriodicals 
and the state of the market in various coun
tries. In other words, it covers ~airly fully 
the whole field of commercial philately. 

Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of Norway. 
Published by the "Norsk Filatelistisk 
Tidsskrift", Postbox 46, Hovik, Norway. 
(No price stated.) 

This is the first edition in English, trans- . 
lated by Mr. R. King~~arlow fr?m the ~0th 
(1947) Norwegian edition. ~! is a pric~d, 
fully specialised ca!alogue,. Whh . lots of m
formation not obtamable m ordmary cata
logues, and will be indispensable for advance 
Norway collectors. 

Curiously · enough, the Norwegia? mission_: 
ary stamps used in Madagascar m 18_94-9.J 
are described and figured, but there is no 
reference ( even to condemn!) the Bou vet 
Island post. 

Varieties to Look For and Have you Noticed? 
by A. D. Crane. Published by H. & A. 
Wallace Ltd., 94 Old Broad Street, Lon
don, E.C.2. Price 2s. each, postage ld. 
extra. 

Thesp may be considered together, as they 
are both reprints of notes contributed by the 
author under pen-names to the publishers' 
monthly Bulletin. 

The first deals with a number of varieties 
in British Empire stamps, some fairly 
generally known, others by no means so 
generally. The second is not concerned with 
varieties in particular, so much as with in
formation about various features in the de
signs of a number of modern Empire stamps. 

Much of this information would need a 
lot of hunting to get elsewhere an most 
readers will find much that is new to them. 

The books would be extraordinary helpful 
to anyone arranging a Philatelic Quiz. 

Olympic Games Covers. Messrs. Harris 
Publications Ltd., of 445 Strand, London, 
W.C.2, have submitted envelope with a two
colour design showing the two towers of 
the Wembley Stadium, which would be very 
suitable for the special XIV Olympiad stamps. 

They are being sold at ls. 6d. a dozen 
(postage 3d.). Trade terms on application. 

Austrian Deale•rs Meet. The first meeting 
of Austrian dealers since the liberation is 
to be held at Bregenz, Vorarlberg, on Aug~st 
30 to September 1. They purpos~. ~avrng 
buses running from the Imaba Exlnbition at 
Basle for the convenience of foreign visitors. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 

stamps always availa.b]e. Want lists 

receive prompt attention, and ap

proval selections are willingly sent to 
responsible collectors. 

• 

[

p O. V. \\TAR.REN, 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

CLASSICS 
With reference to our April editorial on 

Classic Issues, an article appears in the 
March-April issue of "The Stamp Lover'' by 
Mr. Raymond Lister, dealing with stamps as 
miniature works of art. 

On an artistic basis he would broadly di
vide stamps into five groups, Primitive, 
Classic, Romantic, N eo-classic and Propa
gandist. We need not go into this in detail, 
particularly as no two persons are likeiy evei: 
to be in full agreement on a quest10n of 
artistic merit, but remembering how we came 
to raise the question at all of what constitutes 
a "classic" it is interesting to note his divid
ing line between the Classic and the N eo
classic issues. He takes the Mafeking issue 
featuring Baden-Powell and S. Major Good
year as the first of the neo-classics, adding 
"it is even more justifiable to begin with the 
Baden-Powell stamp if it is remembered that it 
was produced by photography and was a 
herald of the present-day photogravure 
issues." · 
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If you Collect 
British Colonials-

125 

(W. H. Winde) 
You will profit by the first-hand information brought 

to you unfailingly by 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to Messrs. Ward & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

- 358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

STANDARD CATALOGUE 
of the 

POSTAGE STAMPS 
of the 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 
The first printing of this most compre
hensive and illustrated catalogue was 

completely sold out. 
Second printing will be available soon at 

7/6 plus postage. 
A supplement will also be available 
bringing this Catalogue up to date, at 
9d. per Copy plus postage. Those that 
have the Catalogue should make sure 

of the supplement. 
Book yo'Ur copy immediately 

;,1111n11111111111111111111111111111111111111111r1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

~ 
for 2& years the recognised NEWSpaper of the 

Stamp World. 
Numbers of South African Philatelists already benefit 
by its up-to-the-minute News Service and inside Market 

"tips," straight from London's Strand. 
Knowledge is Power ! Can you afford 
not to be ''in the know"? It costs only 
20/- yearly, for 52 numbers, bursting with 
BARGAINS, that will save you Pounds in 

the long-run. 
Don't Delay - Send Your Sub. To-day, to: 

STAMP COLLECTING LTD., 
(Philatelic Publishers) 

27 Maiden Lane, Strand, 
London, W .C.2. 

Obtainable in S. Africa through Central 
News Ag-ency, Globe Stamp Co., Cape 
Town, Robertson Stamp Co. (Pty.), 

Johannesburg, and Agents. 

Introductory Copy, free, on request, 

WEEKLY STAMP 
AUCTION SALES 

EVERY 
MONDAY 
12.45-2 p.m. 

CATALOGUES ON REQUEST 
Postal bids accepted • 

Lots of stamps always on hand · for sale by private treaty 

HUGH M,. THOMPSON1 JOHANN1ESBURG LTD. 
Philatelic Auctioneers 

124, MARSHALL STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG 
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S. RHODESIA 
The following note is quoted from "Stamp 

Collecting":-
Part of the supply of ld. "Royal Visit" 

stamps (1947) appears to have been printed 
on thin, almost pelure paper. A block .of four 
submitted by Mr. Jim Davis (Wembley) has 
the design showing through quite clearly on 
the back. 

SWITZERLAND 
June 15 saw the emission .of four semi

postals in connection with the National Fete, 
three with typical houses, t}'l.Ji fourth showing 
a frontier guard. All beauti~lly produced as 
usual. Thanks to Mr. E. Pape for a first-day 
cover. 

NEW ZEALAND 
Mr. Eric Cowell reports the great doings at 

Port Chalmers and Dunedin on 23rd March, 
when the scenes of the landing of the Free 
Church settlers a century earlier were re
enacted. The special stamps in connection 
·with the celebrations had been issued a month 
earlier, and have had a large sale. 

Pitcairn Island, whose stamp issue in 1940 
raised such large funds, is not so very isolated 
as might be imagined. A Government official 
who had spent 18 months there and has writ
ten a history .of the island, states that on an 
average it had a visit by a large ship once 
a week. 

Mr. T. F. All pass reports a friend in. 
Roturua ( in the volcanic hot springs area) 
stating that remarkable colour changes occur 

·in stamps there from the action of the sulphur 
i1_1 the atmosphe:i;e. His friend states in par
ticular that the silver leaves in the Union 
Silver Wedding stamps will rapidly turn black 
if the stamps are kept exposed freely to the 
air. He also states in connection with the 
Ot"'g? ~entenary stamps, that the proper pro
nunciation of that town's name is as if it were 
spelt "Otawgo" not as if it were spelt 
''Otaygo," as seems generallv to be the case 
outside of New Zealand. • 

U.S.A. 
It was thought that the five stamps an

nounced in the May issue completed the pro
gramme for 1948 but now five more are re
ported. One has in fact already reached here 
on letters, the Swedish Pioneers Centennial 
previ·ously vetoed by the President. The uther 
four honour respectively, Clara Barton, 
founder of the U.S.A. Red Cross Society, the 
Oregon territory centennial, the coming of the 
five civilized Indian tribes to Oklahoma, and 
the 100 years !Of peace and co-operation be
tween the U.S.A. and Canada. 

The Harmer sale of the International Refu
gees Organisation stock of stamps (unidenti
fiable German loot) was a great success, the 
507 lots realising 17,759 dollars as against the 
estimate of just over 10,000 dollars. 

Thanks to Mr. George H. Camp for first-day 
covers with the Wisconsin Centenary and the 
Four Chaplains stamps. 

GREAT BRITAIN 
Distinguished Philatelists, 1948. 

Elections to the Roll of Distinguished Phil-

atelists at the Bournemouth meeting of the 
Philatelic Congress of Great Britain, have 
been announced as: A. Brun (France), S. 
Graveson and H. R. Harmer (England), and 
Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie (South Africa). 

Monsieur Brun is probably the best known 
"expert" in France; he has been a voluminous 
writer and has served on innumerable juries 
at international exhibitions. 

Mr. Graveson has been the leading spirit of 
the Postal History Society since its formation 
and has served as its President. Apart from 
his special interests, one of his favourite col
lections is "Madagascar." 

Mr. Harmer is known the world ·over as a 
philatelic auctioneer. He has also assembled 
what is probably the best-ever collection of 
forgeries, which he has often shown at phil
atelic meetings. 

The Editor of this magazine wishes to state 
that he regards the fourth election as being 
very largely a tribute to South African phila
telists in general. His personal writings no 
doubt helped in the Congress' choice but the 
standard of "The South African Philatelist" 
probably played the larger role, and for this 
he has to thank the contributors for the past 
fifteen years. It is a great honour to be the 
second South African on this Roll, the only 
previous representative being Emil Tamsen. 

The Congress had an attractive special post
mark provided. 

'~1 1.=11 e WANTED set 100 Cigarette cards "Postage 
Stamps-Rarest Varieties" issued African 
Tobacco Manufacturers, preo-war. Also Jugo

slavia S.G. Simp. 1948 Nos. 

J. HAHN 
10 DU TOIT STREET, PAARL 

PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

.\ 

A meeting of the Executive Council was 
held on 10th June with ten members present. 
The principal matters dealt with were briefly 
as follows:-

The Grahamstown Society was formally ad
mitted to membership, but the S.A. Collectors' 
Association was considered as not eligible. 

The Postal Administration was forming a 
committee to consider designs, etc., for post
age stamps and asked the Federation to nomi
nate a representative on it. Dr. Harvey Pirie 
was nominated. Various suggestions were 
made to him as suitable to lay before this 
committee when it met, e.g., bilingualism, sim
plicity of designs, printing, desirability or 
otherwise of semi-postal issues, etc. 

Mr. Ferguson reported on arrangements for 
the Congress and exhibition to be held in Pre
toria on 18-20 October. 

It was decided to voice a protest about the 
projected issue of high value commemoratives 
of the Royal Silver Wedding in the British 
Colonies. This is given on another page. 

Full minutes of the meeting are sent to all 
constituent societies. 
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L ................... ~.~-~~~-~-~?..~.~-~-~~-~ .................. ....! 
To the Editor, 
South African Philatelist. 

Sir,-After reading in "Philately" the 
criticism !Of the pair of Emerald green shilling 
Cape which was exhibited in the B.P.A. ex- .. 
hibition, I wrote and told the owner, Mr. L. 
B. Goldschmidt, about what had been said as 
I thought it no more than right that he should 
know. Dr. Goldschmidt has now replied as 
foUows. 

Yours, etc., 
A. A. JURGENS. 

Dear Jurgens, 
Many thanks for drawing my attention to 

the criti_cism in "Philately'' of the pair of 
Cape Triangular Emerald Green one shilling 
on piece with red postmark. · 

I would not wax hot under the collar about 
criticism having been made of this piece. It 
is. true the item was only on show for the 
B.P.A. exhibition and was not for sale or 
competition but this fact does not debar an 
individual from forming and, if he so wishes, 
expressing in print an adverse opinion of it. 
After all, it is only an opinion and as such 
is not infallible. On the opposite side of the 
scale are ·other competent assessments: Hurst, 
after adequate study, made over-handsome of
fer~ ~o. purchase;. Frank Godden at the Jipex 
exhibition, at ,:vhich my daughter's collection 
of Capes won a Gold Medal, tempted us to 
dispose of the item fo him and stated that it 
was one of the prize pieces in the collection. 
Then there is your opinion which is backed by 
study of a wealth of material that is un
rivalled. 

The adverse criticism given in "Philately" 
seems to be based solely on the colour of the 
ink of the red postmark. You and I would 
have no difficulty in exhibiting examples of 
identically coloured ink used for postmark
ing purposes, viz., despatching and receiving 
marks on covers :or for cancellation of stamps. 

The pair of emerald greens is a perfect 
pair. What motive would anyone have in risk
ing the spoiling of a valuable asset by adding 

a questionable postmark to it? The addition 
of the postmark would cause a big risk of 
lessening the market value of the piece rather 
than increasing it. 

No method exists that would settle this dif
ference of opinion with a hundred per cent. 
certainty. "Quot homines tot sent-entiae." 

Destructive criticism is easy to make and 
easier still when the criticised object be
longs to the other fellow. It is so easy that it 
can be done with full honesty of intent. I 
credit the author of this criticism with hon
esty of purpose. I disagree entirely with his 
conclusion, however. I am happy to retain the 
item in the collection as an authentic and 
very pleasing example of a pair of emerald 
greens with red postmark. 
-Regards. 

Yours, etc., 
L. B. GOLDSCHMIDT. 

Malta 
The current issue is soon to be replaced by a 
set to commemorate Restoration of Self-Govern
ment. Complete· your set now, before it is too 

late. 
Any values-mint 5 % , use 15 % on face. 1938 
old colours, ½d.--3d., mint 2/9, used 3/- set. 
Silver Wedding (booking), mint 22/-, used 24/
set. Self-Government (booking) against 10/-

deposit. 

Special terms to Dealers Want Lists invited. 

Cash with order. Postage (air 1/7) extra. 

CHASWELL STAMPS 
P.O. Box 408, Valletta, MALTA 

(C'oncludecl from page 1:?8) 

formed Roodepool't Stamp Club. This took the form 
of a "buffet supper" with many tasty dishes-it was 
a Philatelic Alphabet to which nearly every mem
ber of the club contributed. The result was a pot 
pouri of many countries. Exquisite Egyptians, Aus
tralian Atrocitie:-i, Deutsche Dutch (Netherlands i:-i
sues during German ocC"llpation), Hellish Heligo
lands (almo:-it all forgPries or reprints), lfnmmal 
Unions (printer's v:aste ! ) , etc., etc. All tog-ether a 
most excellent display showing the ach'antage of 
<'o-operation lwtween members to put up an exhibit 
of interest to all. 

I.I. 

~········································••11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111e) I Fine British CJolonials : ! 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues ( 1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Mcxlern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
Gl. 1 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111••11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r■1 
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I. ... SOCIETY NEWS 

EAST RAXD PTIILA1'ELIC SOCII<JTY 
President, Mr. H. Suklje, Benoni; Hon. Secretary, 

l\Iiss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O Box 572, Benoni; Meetings, 
Regent Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

At the :\lay meeting there were 1--! membPrs IH'PS
ent and :\Ir. Suklje presid<>d. The chairman congratu
lated the Pretoria Soci1~ty on thPir "Qui~" and 
hoped that there would be many more as the e,·en-
ing was enjoyed by all. • 

It was unanimously ag-rt>Pd that the J;_;ast Hand 
Society continue to hold -one meeting a month at 
Henoni as the mPmlwrship did not warrant two 
evenings. 

:\!rs. G. ,Yood, who was exhibitor for tlw eYen
ing, showed her Swiss collP.ction, which was n\ry 
well received. 

There were 12 nwmbPrS presPnt on lrith .Tmw. 
::\Ir. Suklje informed mt>mbers that hp would be 
away on long lea Ye for six months. :\Ir. 1;_;. X. Rigg, 
Yi<·e',president, ag1•ppd to aet in ::\Ir. Suklje's plaeP 
and Mr. Legator was elected Vice for the unexpirt>d 
portion of this year. 

Congratulations were sent to Dr. H. Pirie on his 
election to the British Holl of Distinguished Phil
atelists. 

The following membt>rs read short papers on 
Yarious items of philatelic interest: :Mrs. G. ""ood, 
Paper and Perforations; )Ir. I1'ranklin and ::\Uss 
Arom;olm, Printing, various forms; Miss .Teffre:r A 
(;uide to Techniealities hy .Arthur Brook; ')Ir. 
Suklje, Story of the Cniversal Postal rnion. 

S.O.J. 

* 
'I'ITE PRET·ORIA IL-\ILWA y l'JIJLA'l'ELIC socrn:TY 

President, l\Ir. L. L. Brown; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. \V. 
Kriste; Meetin(ls, SPcond Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
in the Berea Park Recreation Club. 

9th June: 'rhirty-five members and visitors at
ti>nded for the holding of our first quiz evening. 
'L'hree teams, consisting of Xo. l, l\Iessrs. .T. A .• ,v., 
and G. J. Kriste, No. :.! ::\IPssrs. ,v. Howie, H. 
Hond and E. ,valke,r, and No. 3, ::\Iessrs. L. ".\Ic
Lachla n, R. Capell and H. IIerom, competed. 'L'he 
quiz covered questions on postage stamps or th(' 
T:nion of South Africa and the -evenings prO\,ed to 
be educational to a large number of members pres
ent. The winners of the qniz was team Xo. 2 with 
l 2 points, team No. l was second with !) points, 
and team No. 3 third with 7 points. 

W.K. 

* CAPE TO\YX l'TIILA'I'ELIC SOCIETY 
l'te.~idPnt, K. ::'IL CamPrnn; Jlo11. Sec., S. Kagan

son, P.O Hox 1973; Jfeeti11g8, 2nd and 4th 'I'Imrs
days, at Yorkshire Uuildings, Strarnl Street, at 7.30 
p.m. 

27th :\fay: The 37th annual general meeting was 
held with a large attendance in spite of the excite
ment of the General 1;::IP<'tion. The secretary rf'
porte<l that tl11~ nwmhe,rship at date amonnted to 
:!07, an inerease of :!:i OYer the previous year. He 
alt-10 announced that lluring the year ::\Ir. \\". L. 
Ashmead and ::\Tr. A. A .• Tnrgens, F.R.P.~.L., 
were added to the Roll of Distinguished S. A. Phil
atelists. To these two membPrs the Society extendPd 
their warm congratulations. Th~ financial report dis
closed a very strong financial position. Sales rrom 
the Exchange Packet Section amounted to no less 
than £1,Hi3 with a large number of books still in 
eirculation. Commission from yarious auctions 
amounted to £17 9s. 10d. Trihntes were paid to tlrn 
retiring President, 1\Ir. C. G. 1\Iummery, and his 
successor, l\Ir. K. :\L rameron, was elected with 
applause. Mr. E. C. Solomon, ::\I. P. C., was unani
mously appointed Vice-Pre~<,ident. The remainilng 
ofiice-bearers elected were : Hon. Secretary, S. 
Kaganson; Hon. Treasurer, J. F,. Hall ; Hon. Ex
ehange Superintendent, C. R. V. Solomon; 
Hon. Librarian, ,v. G. Combrink ; committee, 

::\Iessrs. A. V. Jacob, L. H. Rivers, L. Simenhotl', 
l<'.H.l'.S.L., and ,v. D. Vallance. 

10th June: At very short notice our President, 
::\1r. Cameron, displayPd his collection of the stamps. 
of Great Britain overprinted for use abroad. We had 
lll?t previously had an exhibit of this nature, and 
with neat presentation and excellent condition it 
attracted the keen attention of all members. Amon'-" 
the many fine pieces were high values of Levant: 
:\foroceo Agencies, and Zululand. The exhibit was 
brought right up to rlate with the inclusion of the 
recent Great Britain ::!½ and £1 overprints. 

In diE(cussing the l)roposed Silver ,vedding issues 
for the Colonies no one spoke in favour anrt many 
expressed themselves very forcibly. 

L.II.IL 

* PORT ELIZAHE'rJI l'HIL.\TELIC SOCIBTY 
P!·esident, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., 1\Ir. G. P. 

~m1th, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

::\Ir. Kirschner was responsible for the en•nlng· 
when members met on 1:ith June, and he gave one 
of the finest and most interesting displays ever seen 
in Port Elizabeth. 

There were about 73 pages of Silver Jubilee with. 
f'rrors and distinc•tive marks which mnst have' taken 
a great deal of time and patience to collect. Each 
page had deseriptin, notes explaining how these 
l!Iarks occur and why. Some pail's ha<l Englir.,11 
11rst, and others Afrikaans. Others showed how tlrn 
~1ead plate became worn and resulted in a whi,-~:i
face. Ot~1ers had gelatine flaws and bubbles, arnl 
then ngam, therp were the frame plate printings 
eaeh with its distinctive mark or dot. · ' 

;:\Ir. !n'rs(';hner 1g·ave a talk and explained how 
most of the dots, shades or marks became evid,mt. 
He was awarded :3rd prize in .Johannesbun~ in 19;~t, 
at the Philatelic Exhibition for Philatelic -research, 
and i1:warded a bronze plaque. ::\Ir. I<'orbes, when 
t~iankmg .Mr. Kirschner, said it was a rPal collec
tum, and his writing up first elass. 
. This eollection was sent to the ,Yhite 'l'rain dur• 
mg the Royal Visit for the King- to seP, and Sir Alan 
Lascelles_ s_ent a letter to the Hon. J. G. Cnrinns, 
the A?num~trator, when he returned the eolleetion, 
thankmg hun on behalf of the King, for the gr1~at 
pleasure he had in examining it. -

The meeting closed after a large auction. 
L.E.C. 

* 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OJ,' .JOII.AXXESJ:l-IH} 
Presiden.t, ::\Ir. ,Y. Redford; Hon. Sec., l\lr. r.. 

Glassman, l'.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg· JfeeU11q.~ 
~ml_ Tuesdays and 4th ::\Iondays, I'ubli~ Librai·y~ 
, .4,) p.m. 

8th June: Annual general meeting of the Society. 
Reports from the President, Hon. Secretary, Hon. 
Treasurer and Hon. I<Jxchange Superintendt>nt 
Hllowed. that the Soeiety had had a satisfactory yea I'. 

Elect10n of_ offiet>rs resulted in the following being
elected: l'res1dP11t, Mr. \Y. Redford: Vice-Prt>sident, 
::\Ir. J. Burrell; Hon. Sec., Mr. B. Glassman; Hon. 
?-'rea.,mrer, :\Ir. :\I. .leeks; Hon. Exchange ~nper-
1111:endent, Mr. .J. ,Y. Sehuhart; Hon. Publicity 
Officer, )Ir. I. Isnaes: members of committee. )fr. 
H. B. ::\Iarcuson, Commander C. 1'J. D. F:noeh arnl 
:\Ir. B. J. Simpkins. ::\Ir. E. C. Sprighton, ::\Ir. L. 
Bnchen and Dr. A. Kaplan are ex-offieia members 
of the committee. -

During the evening the constitution was amended 
to allow the committee to eo-opt one or two mem
bers. It was announced that the eon11nitt1'f' wished 
to co-opt. the Hon. Editor of the "S.A .. Philatelist," 
Dr. ,J. II. Harvey Pirie. Dr. A.. Kaplan read a. 
papPr on the ::\-Iatabele Commemorative of S. Rho
desia and showed a fine selection of thesP stamps 
as well as other S. Rhodesia items. The exhibit in
eluded sheets of the 2d. and 3d. small Falls. 
Several of the l}d., perf. 12 K. George Y were 
included. There ,vas a :5s. King Georg-e V printed 
on the _gummed sicle of the paper and nnmProus 
other varieties. 

::\fr. I-I. Schwartz spoke on the exhibit. 
2/isth June: Programme provided jointly by thP 

,Yest Rand Stamp Club and the very rec•pntly 
(Conc-lnded on page 127) 
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The story· of South Africa's 
progress has been one of continual conquest 
of the miles. To-day that battle is still 
being waged-and won. 
Blasting their way through mountain ranges, 
S.A.R. engineers are steadily eliminating 
severe curvatures and gradients and tedious 
detours. Every inch hewn for these cuttings 
and tunnels means that miles are saved 

every year for passenger and freight traffic. 
As our vast Railway organisation is essentially 
a working partner with everyone in every 
community, any such improvement in our 
Railway system brings, either directly or 
indirectly, many benefits to everyone in the 
land. It means faster and more comfortable 
passenger travel, speedier and more efficient 
delivery of freight. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 
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To the Serious Col/e~tor . , . 
. . 
► 
·. o◄ 

All Philatelists may take an active part in the H. R. 
r . 

HARMER Auctions no •matter where they may live. 

For the London Sales, special lightweight qtalogues are 

available for overseas distribution. The subscription 

is £1 per annum, including Lists of prices Realised, the 

same as for surface mail, with the addition of air-mail 

► o. 

~ ~ 

ilP'· ; (/t, o, 

'!!. ij;;'l[jcflk 
postage against which an advance deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent 

free of charge by surface mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a 

year's subscription 

-- FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS -
in LONDON 

SEASONS CLOSING SALES 
JULY 12th and 13th 

Many Important Colonial Properties with the 

follo'\ving counh·ies outstanding: Bahama3, 

Cape of Good Hope, Mauritius, St. Vincent, 

South Africa and S. W. Africa, and on the 

first day "Collections and Various." 

LAST SALE OF THE 
SEASON 

JULY 19th and 20th 

Fine General Collections, with many valuable 

Colonial and Foreign Properties. 

Catalogues 6d. each, and List of Prices realised 

1/- Post Free. 

and 
wish 

those who 
to Sell 

The same international service is available 

to collectors who wish to sell their col

lections. The H. R. HARMER Auctions 

are the world's be5t medium for the sale 

o_f fine and rare stamps. More than 3000 

leading collectors are consistent buyers 

at our auctions in New York and London. 

Regular Auctions will now also be held 

by our recently opened pranch in Sydney, 

N.S.W. Write to the addresses given 

below for full particulars of facilities, 

Commission Terms, Insurance arrange-

ments, etc. 

H. R. HARMER 
International 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
39/42 New Bond Street, 

LONDON, W.I, ENGLAND 

CABLES 

" Phistamsel London " 

Stamp Auctioneers 
H. R. HARMER, I NC. 

32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 
NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 

CABLES 

"Harmersale, New York" 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH H. R. HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY., LIMITED 

CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 2B CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
Agency Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

Johannesburg. 
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PHILATELIST 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 9d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 9d. 

Vol. 24, No. 8. 

- ·- ---- ·-

NEW SEASON LONDON I 
Among the outstanding properties 
to be offered are the collections 

AUGUST, 1948. Whole No. 281 
-·· -

of: ~ 

THE NE\\: SEASO~ -~ CAMPAIGN COVERS 

SOLDIER'S LETTERS 

GREAT BRITAIN SHIP 
LETTERS 

EARLY POST MARKINGS 

PATRIOTIC COVERS 

formed by the late 

W. J. 8. ·Ennis, Esq., 
F.R.P.S.L. 

of Bristol, and now offered 
by Lloyds Bank Limited as 
Personal Representatives of 

his estate. 

Also the collections of: 
THE MIDDLE EAST 

GREAT BRITAIN 
UNITED STATES 

offered by order of the 
executors of the late 

Brig. Glynn Grylls, O.B.E. 
of Sevenoaks 

Clients with properties for sale 
should contact us immediately. 

VOLUME I of the 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

is ready now. 21/-, post free. 

"Tbc Philatelist., 
The best stamp monthly for 
serious collectors. Price, 
21/- per annum, post free. 

Robson Lowe 
Limited 

SO PALL MALL, 
LONDON, S.W. I 

Tel. Abbey 4034. Cables: 
"Stamps, London." 

Australian Agency: 
)IR. J. L. PHILLIPS 

Masons Building 
Sugden Place 

:Vlelbourne, C.I. 

II Also at Bournemouth and Philadelphia 

PHILADELPHIA 
The results of our Sp:r1nG" 
Tour will be shown in the 
added attractions of our fall 

sales. 

The high spots include: · 
The "Dr. Langstroth" 

and "J. A. Fraser" 

British North America 
The "Dl'. Langstroth" 

British West Indies 
The "F. Gordon Green'' 

Newfoundland 
The "Major W. H. Lynn': 

Ireland 
The ":.VIarcel Cosse~te" 

Ballon Monte 
And an exceptional lot of 

United States 
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IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
FOR COLLECTORS OF AIR POSTS AND ADHESIVE AIR MAIL STAMPS 

This outstanding collection, which obtained the First Award (Gold-Plaque) at 
the Johannesburg International Exhibition (JIPEX.) in 1936, and is still in its original 
state as left by its owner, 

The Late l\lr. Leonard A. Wyndham, 
Author of "Air Posts" of South Africa 

The collection is contained in 9 (nine) volumes (seven of which are in full bound 
:Morocco leather and two ordinary loose-leaf albums). It is beautifully written up, 
fully described and contains over 600 covers, about half of which are Pilot Auto
graphed. 

Owing to the bulky nature of the colledion, it cannot be sent round on approval, 
hut any prospective purchaser will be allowed to appoint someone in Cape Town who 
may inspect the collection by appointment with the undersigned. 

A printed catalogue of the complete collection, as contained in each album, is 
being prepared, and a copy of this will be sent (when ready) to any person interested 
upon application. 

This collection has not previously been offered for sale and will not be operated 
upon until after the expiry of the date fixed for the receipt of tenders, which will 
be announced in the catalogue. 

Collectors of Air Posts should not miss this opportunity of securing one of the 
finest collections of its kind in existence; in fact, it is a collection which is world-wide 
famous for its outstanding items. 

All communications to be addressed to: 

IL 
A. A. J U R G E N S, 

26, Woodside Road, Tamboers Kloof, CAPE TOWN. 
Phone 2•3410. 

~"> ~t>\; ~~~ z v e ✓oJ'~ ~~ ~✓~ ~Ii? G. 
~ ~~ ' , '°'S, ~4 "<' 

+<:l~ ~~ ~ Yourself Airs ""~c-~<: y;Aml r:g11tl.11 .,o.-eeen if yon can only show T1le-Ma11-Next-Doo1· a modest "Y-1 4<.) 
spri11l;1i,11g uf the fasci1wti11g and; v_aluable '•inve.~tamps·' li8ted he_re ! By tlw 4, 
ivay, pre.~cnt stock8 are pretty lim1ted and henre the 11s11al pro11H,o '81tl>je,ct 0~ 
unsold" appli<#. But, with these Offers (as 1l'ith any of you,· 1l'AY'l'S) this ~ 

proriso 011J!f means tu 1,s that if we haven't got 'em imrnedi,1tely, u-e art 'ern--
~11ortl11 ! .SAL 14 TU :.!1 D.lYS Fl?OJ/ RJJOEIP'I' OF YOUN REMI'l''l'.4-.YCJ,'. 
And, if ice fail, then, a11<L then only, is it "s11/1jcrt 11118olrl.'' 

PRE-WAR AIRSTAMPS IN I FAMOUS GRAF ZEPPELIN FLIGHTS 
COMP~ETE MINT SETS. : COMPLETE MINT SETS 
Afghanistan 1939, 3 values, cat. 47 /6 . . 22/6 • Germany 1928, Graf Zeppelin, 3 val., cat 55/- 43/6 
Albania 1930, 7 values, cat. 38/9 . . . . 28/6 I Germany 1931, G.Z. Polar Flt., 3v., cat. £21 336/-
Belgium 1930, 4 values, cat. 12/6 . . . . 9/6 i Hungary 1931, ''Zeppeli,n" ovpt. 2v., cat. £2 34/6 
Czechoslovakia 1930, 9 rnlue3, cat. 29/8 . . 21/- i Italy 1933, Graf Zeppelin is., 6v., cat. 26/6 16/6 
France 1930, 50 francs, used, cat. £6 (rare) 89/6 ' Russia 1930, Graf Zeppelin Friedrichhafen to 
Italy 1933, Balbo 'l'ra!l.satlantic Mass Forma- i M«;>scow Fl' ght, 2 val., used, cat. 25/- . . 17 /6 

tion Flight, 2 values, cat £2/10/- . . • . 25/6 I Russia 1931, _Graf Zeppelin North Pole Fli:ht, 
Jugoslavia 1937, 8 values, cat. 27 /3 . . . . 16/6 I 4 values, imperf., cat. £2/15/- 42/6 
Netherlands Indies 1931, 3 val., cat. £4/15/- 72/6 
Russia 1932, Franz Joseph's Land to Arch-

an!tel Flight, 2 values, cat. £2/15/- . . , . 41/6 
Russia 1933, Stratosph~re Record Flight, 3 

values, used, cat. 22/6 , . . . . . . . . . 

1rith Ol'(/cr. 811!,ic('f 1111solrl. .. 
apvriJral. 

18/3 

-------------------. 
AIRMAILS IN PACKETS 

Attractive de luxe all cellophane packets. 100 
airmail stamps cat. approx. 35/- at 12/- or 
200 airmails at the fine value of 29/6 only. 

lre pay po.~tar1e and reg. postal 
only. 

FR!EDR1CH
HAFEN 
MOSCOW PER 
GR~F ZEPPELIN 

I N V E S T A M P S (~~~~~) RECORD 
ASCENT TO 

STRATOSPHERE 
130, BEACH ROAD 

THE STRAND, C.P. 

I' II 
I 

i 
1· 
11 

I! 

I 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

r--==========-'"Che==========~ 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 
Proprietors and Publishers: 

The Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa 
Honorary Editor: Dr. J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, P.O. Box 7012, Johannesburg 
Honorary Business Manager: WILLIAM REDFORD, Empire Building, Commissioner Street, 

Johannesburg. 
Subscription: Eight Shillings per annum, post free to any part of the World. 

Vol. 24 No. 8. AUGUST, 1948. Whole No. 281 

UNION NOTES. 
Bantam 2d. Imperf. Variety. 

Mr. J. Burrell, Krugersdorp, has shown 
us an advertisement in the June issue of 
"The Philatelic Adviser" (England) offering 
for sale a block of four of the 2d. Union 
small war effort with vertical imperf. Most 
of us know of, and have also seen, the 1/2 d., 
ld. and 1 ½d. imperf varieties of the Union 
"Bantams", but this is the first intimation 
we have had that the variety also exists in 
the 2d. denomination. 

"Pretoria P•rintings," ½d. Typo Plate 2, On 
Sale Again. 

Mr. R. Axer, of Cape Town, excited our 
interest during the earlier part of July with 
a letter bearing three ½d. unhyphenated 
Union postage stamps and containing a re
port that sheets of the old ½ d. Pretoriai 
Printing with jubilee lines all around and 
two nicks in the bottom right-hand corner 
( Plate 2) , were appearing on sale at some 
of the smaller post offices in that area. And 
a short while later Mr. A. Hilton Sydow, 
Cape Town, confirmed the truly surprising 
fact that after 20 years a small post office 
had supplied him with a sheet of the Union 
UNHYPHENATED stamps printed TYPO
GRAPHICALLY from the old ROYAL MINT 
electrotyped flat plates, last used in 1928 
onwards. 

These particular plates, Mr. Sydow points 
out, were made at the Royal Mint in 1925 
and from the characteristics in the jubilee 
lines, he has identified them as HEAD 
PLATE No. 2 and FRAME PLATE No. 2. 
The last ½d. Typographed stamps printed 
just prior to the advent of the ½d. Roto
gravure issue, about 1930, emanated from 
HEAD PLATE No. 2 and FRAME PLATE 
No. 1 (See "Plate Combinations of the ½d. 
Electrotyped Stamps of the Union of South 
Africa". By A. H. Sydow. "South African 
Philatelist," January, 1945.) 

The sheet examined is described as being 
different to the 1928 printing in the fact 
that the curr,ent issue is printed in Grey 
and Green on very poor quality unwoven 

paper, whereas the earlier stamps were 
printed in Black and Green on white wove 
paper. The top, bottom and right-hand mar
gins are perforated through, but the left
hand margin is untouched; the set-up gene
rally associated with the London printings. 
Large arrows appear at the centres of the 
lateral margins only and, as aJready men
tioned, there are two nicks under the right 
hand bottom corner stamp, exactly similar 
to the original Pretoria Plate 2 printing. 

The watermark is the usual upright mul
tiple Springbok's head, but one of the sheets 
examined by Mr. Sydow showed the left
hand margin UNW ATERMARKED. He 
notes that there are no major varieties pre
sent and from a printing point of view, 
considers this 1948 issue a much better pro
duction than the 1928 example in his col
lection. He is of the opinion that this flat
plate issue is due to a shortage of paper 
in the web, i.e. large rolls for the rotary 
printing machines in Pretoria. 

So far, there have been no reports to in
dicate a large general distribution through
out the Union and apart from the Cape 
Town area, only one small post office on the 
West Rand is known to have had any of 
these stamps for sale. Other branches will 
probably show up at a later date when pr~
sent counter stocks are sold out, but in the 
meantime it will certainly prove interesting 
to learn the official reason for this unusual 
issue. If, as Mr. Sydow believes, these 
stamps are a 1948 production, then it can 
only be due, as he remarks, to a short~ge 
of pap,er or a desire to avoid waste by usmg 
up old stocks of flat-plate sheets. 

(Note.-We have since learned from Mr. 
J. Robertson, Johannesburg, that in con
versation with the Controller of Stores he 
was informed that only small quantities of 
these stamps were available and they had 
been distributed to small offices.) 

New Printing of the ;~d. All-Green Roll 
Stamp. 

Following the fairly recent return to the 
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use of the ½d. bi-coloured stamps in the 
slot machines throughout the Union it would 
appear that a change has again taken place 
:for a new all-green ½d. denomination is now 
on sale in some of the machines. Mr. J. 'N. 
Schubart, Johannesburg, has shown us a 
strip of three produced through a screen 
with a coarse mesh distinctly visible through 
a magnifying glass. We have not heard if 
the change is likely to be permanent, or if 
it has turned up other than in Johannesburg, 
but the variety is worth noting and being 
on the look-out for. Incidentally, one of the 
three stamps examined showed a flaw in the 
form of "a feather" near "S" of "south", 
and the adjoining Afrikaans stamps had a 
fairly distinct "crack" in the left-hand panel 
next to the cluster of leaves. 

Retouched 1939 2d. Official. 
Referring to the note in our May, 1948, 

issue on the retouch of the bottom frame 
line in Row 1/Stamp 6 of the 2d. Official 
(S.G. No. 027), Mr. A. Lichtenstein, of 
Bloemfontein, has confirmed that both the 
"break" and the "retouch" exists in the 
normal and also the overprinted Official 
stamps of each colour, i.e. S.G. 58 and 58a, 
and S.G. 027 and 033. Therefore a complete 
group of this particula:r variety would con
sist of one of each of the above numbers 
with the "break" in the bottom frame, and 
also one of each with a "retouched" frame, 
thus making a total of eight items in all. 

Mr. Lichtenstein also mentions that all 
sheets printed from these cylinders (Int. 29 
and Ext. 43) bristle with minor varieties, 
innumerable small dots, hair lines, etc., some 
of which are quite interesting. He advises 
that before any collector parts with any 
duplicates of these stamps-which have re
ceived a lot of spotlight in the overseas phila
telic press lately-he may do wors-e than look 
for the following varieties, the sheet position 
of which is given in the following list. 

Row 1/No. 4 Ladder into sky. 
Row 1/No. 6 Broken or retouched left 

bottom frame line. 
Row 2/No. 2 "G" of "Postage" closed. 
Row 2/No., 4 Tree on Union Buildings. 
Row 9/No. 4 Full stop after "Posseel". 
Row 15/No. 5 "E-?' of "Postage" joined to 

bottom frame. 
Row 16/No. 4 Dot below centre of "A" of 

"Postage". 
Row 18/No. 2 Dot between "GE" of 

"Postage". 
Row 18/No. 4 Two dots after "Postage". 
Row 20/No. 2 Vertical bar through "E" of 

"Postage". 
All of the foregoing can be found in S.G. 

58 and 58a. and the corresponding Officials, 
L50 and L63 ( S. G. 027 and 033) . 

Issue of ld. and 11/2d. Sheets with Cylinder 
Numbers. 

Several reports have come in from col
lectors in the Cape and Transvaal to the 
effect that the ld. sheets containing 180 

stamps, and the 1 ½d. "Bantams" (Pictorial), 
are now disappearing from the counters and 
being replaced with normal sized sheets of 
240 stamps (and in the case of the l1hd., 
with normal-sized stamps) and both issues 
bear the eagerly-awaited marginal imprint 
of the cylinder numbers. 

Mr. A. H. Sydow. states that the ld. de
nomination was placed on sale at the Mait
land Post Office on the 10th July, 1948, and 
submits sketches showing the wording 
"Cylinder No. 6 A" and "Cylinder No. 6 B" 
printed in the lower portion of the left and 
right-hand margin respectively. Cylinder 
No. 6 A'~ and "Cylinder No. 6 B" printed in 
the lower portion of the left and right-hand 
margins -respectively. Cylinder No. "6 A" 
refers to the vignette (Van Riebeeck's Ship) 
part of the stamp and No. "6 B" to the 
frame. The wording covers a length of the 
margin measuring a little over the height 
of the two bottom rows and, of course, the 
imprints' are in the same colour as that sec
tion of the stamp which they identify. i.e., 
"6 A" (on the left) in grey for the vignette 
and "6 B" (on the right) in carmine for the 
frame. In the case of the former, the im
print reads in an upward direction, whereas 
for the frame, the wording Teads downwards. 

The printing conditions are noted as Screen
less Rotogravure for the stamp frames and 
vignettes, and SCREENED Rotogravure for 
the cylinder letters and numbers and Mr. 
Sydow gives the following interesting com
parison with a previous Union issue. 

( 1) New 240-set sheet of ld. with Cylin
der Nos. in margin. (a) Stamps-Vignette 
and Frame-Screenless Gravure (2 colours). 
(b) Cylinder Nos.-Screened Gravure (2 
colours). 

Note that the figure "6" in the marginal 
imprint bears a resemblance to the "6" in 
the marginal figures of the "360" in the 
Bantam War Stamps ( also screened gra
vure) and it is evident that the letters and 
figures have been taken from the type-set 
masters, as in the case of the Bantam war 
issues. 

(2) The booklet stamps with advertise
ments attached-the issue which was also 
overprinted "JIPEX". (a) Stamps
Vignette and Frame-Screenless Gravure (2 
colours). (b) Advertisements attached
Screened Gravure (2 colours). 

Sheets of the 1 ½d. with cylinder numbers 
and medium-sized "Gold Mine" stamps (not 
Bantams) printed, as before, in a horizontal 
setting, were issued in a Cape Town suburban 
post office on the 15th July. Sketches show 
the wording "Cylinder No. 6919 B" print.ed 
at the right-hand end of the top margm, 
and "Cylinder No. 6919 A" printed at the 
same end of the bottom margin. Both top 
and bottom imprints extend over a length 
of the margin equal to a little more than 
the width of the last two vertical columns 
(stamps Nos. 19 and 20) and as with the 
ld. value, the colour of the imprint identi-
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fies the frame or vignette cylinder number. 
Thus "No. 6919 B" is printed in green, the 
same colour as the frame and gold mine, and 
"No. 6919 A" in bright gold, the colour 
of the centre background. The wording in 
the top margin reads fl:om left to right, 
but in the bottom margin it is reversed so 
that the sheet has to be turned upside down 
in order to bring the letters and number into 
a normal reading positions. 

From the foregoing it will be evident then 
that the ld. cylinder number imprints and 
stamps can be collected in the form of bot
tom corner strips or blocks, and in the 
case of the 1 ½d., right-hand corner strips 
or blocks. Further notes on these issues 
will be given next month. 

Sequence of ½d. Union 0/fic~als. 
In continuation of his Check List (published 

in the April, 1942 "South African Phila
telist"), Mr. A. Lichtenstein has forwarded 
the following information showing the various 
Official overprints on the ½ d. denomination 
since its design was changed in 1937. 

L 46.-Redrawn (current) design; thin 
arrows; black sheet numbers; issued about 
July, 1938. Colour, bro;Vn-black and dark 
olive-green; clear overprint spaced 12-12 ½ 
mm. 

L 55.-Issued about 1940 or 1941. Heavy 
arrows, crossed by three white lines diagon-

ally. Bright blue sheet numbers; sepia
brown and deep-green stamps; clear over
print, 11½-12½ mm. 

L 60.-Issued about 1947 ( ?) . Heavy solid 
arrows; black sheet numbers; iron-grey and 
dull green stamps; heavy overprint, 11-12 
mm. 

L 65.-Issued 1947. Same basic stamp as 
L 60 in slightly paler shades, but "Official" 
reading up and "Offisieel" down. Heavy 
shiny overprint, 10 mm. 

6d. Razor Blade Booklets again on Sale. 
Mr. A. H. Sydow mentions that these book

lets, which were formerly vended in the 
machines at the Central Post Office in Cape 
Town, are now on sale at mo~t suburban 
offices in that area. He points out two con
stant flaws, which can be found in the ld. 
<lenomination and not so far recorded in 
the "S.A.P.". 

(1) English Inscribed Stamp. . Comp!ete 
break in pennant and also a white vertical 
mark extending from the bottom of the value 
tablet circle to the foot of the numeral "1" 
on the same stamp. 

( 2) Afr 'kaans Inscribed Stamp. Retouch 
on hull of ship, which appears as ~ large 
whitish flaw, but crossed by grey Imes of 
retouches; reminiscent of the retouch be
tween the horns of the early roto ½d. 

W.N.S. 
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cNyasaland 
THE PROTECTORATE'S AIR 

POSTAL HISTORY. 

By I. H. C. Godfrey 

Continued from page 22, February, 1947 
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No new developments occurred between 
August, 1935, and February, 1937, at which 
time preparations were in hand for the com
mencement of the Empire Air Mail Scheme, 
whereby all first-class mail would be car
ried from the Protectorate by air, without 
surcharge and without the option of surface 
conveyance to countries participating. These 
preparations necessitated many changes be
ing n~ade ~n the time-tables of R.A.N.A .. , 
Imperial Awways and South African Air
ways, as, early in 1937, Imperial Airways 
were substituting flying-boats for land planes 
on their Southern African s,arvices and dur
ing the month of February, no dire~t air 
connection between N yasaland and the Union 
of South Africa existed. Letters prepaid 
at current air-mail rates of postao-e had for 
a s~ort time, to be forwarded by ;ail be~ond 
Sahsbury and a single-lined cachet in black 
reading "BY AIR TO SALISBURY ONLY" 
was applied at the Blantyre Post Office to 
such correspondence. 

JUNE 29, 1937: The FIRST STAGE of 
the far-reaching Empire Air Mail Scheme 
was introduced in Nyasaland on this date 
when all . first-class mail was automatically 
sent by air to Great Britain and to the fol
lowing African territories at the rate of 2d. 
per half ounce: Union of South Africa 
Southern and Northern Rhodesia, Bechuana~ 
Ian~, Basutoland, Swaziland, South-W,ast 
Africa., Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, Anglo
Egyptian Sudan and Zanzibar. In addition 
the Belgian Congo, Mozambique and Angol~ 
were included in the scheme. 

No official commemorative covers were 
issued to mark the great event. 

DECEMBER 10 to 25, 1937: Following the 
lead of Great Britain the Protectorate's 
postal authorities agreed to waive surcharge 
on underfranked correspondence entering 
Nyasaland during the first Christmas season 
after the inauguration of the scheme. This 
concession lasted for sixteen days and during 
that period special "No Tax" labels were 
affixed to underfranked letters. These in
!eresting labels (which might, logically, fall 
mto the category of postage due stamps) 
were printed in black on white ungummed 
paper approximately 100 mm. by 74 mm. 
m size. They drew the attention of the 
recipients or underpaid letters to the amount 
which, normally. would have been payable 
by way of surcharge, and to the new scale 
of postage rates. Covers bearing the labels 
and the necessary Postage Due impressions 

are extraordinarily scarce and unused labels 
are likewise difficult to find. 

The actual wording on these labels was 
as follows:-

"N OTI CE: A Postal Surcharge of 
should have been payable on this Article. 
As an exceptional arrangement the Post
master-General has waived the amount of 
surcharge on letters received in Nyasaland 
during the period 10th-25th December, 1937. 

Will you please advise your correspondents 
that the rate of postage on letters to Nyasa
land is as under:-

From United Kingdom, l½d. per ½ oz. 
From Union of S.A., l½d. per ~'2 oz. From 
S. Rhodesia, 2d. per ½ oz air mail, ld. per 
1 oz. surface mail. From Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanganyika, 20 cents per ½ oz." 

FEBRUARY 23, 1938: The SECOND 
STAGE of the Empi:re Air Mail Scheme 
came into force from this date. Generally 
speaking, all Empire Territories East of 
Suez were included, excepting Hong Kong 
and Australasia. Mails for Canada and 
Newfoundland were carried to Great Britain 
without surcharge. Certain other places, not 
in the Empire, but having British Pos+al 
Agencies were also brought into the orbit 
of the "All Up" scheme, namely Egypt, 
French Colonial possessions in India and 
Tibet. 

MAY 23, 1938: FIRST REGULAR IN
TERNAL AIR-MAIL SERVICES. BLAN
TYRE to LILONGWE (155 miles). FORT 
JAMESON (80 miles). 

The Royal Air Force experimental mail 
flights in May and June, 1933, have already 
been described. Just five years later, almost 
to the day, a regular twice-weekly airmail 
service was inaugurated by R.A.N.A .. over 
the identical routes. On this occasion, how
ever, no publicity was given and, instead of 
letters requiring to be prepaid at ls. per half 
ounce, ALL first-class mail matt,er addressed 
to the Northern parts of N yasaland and to 
North-Eastern Rhodesia was carried by air 
as a matter of course. 

The air service between Salisbury and 
Blantyre, which had been in regular op,era
tion since March, 1934, was extended at very 
short notice 235 miles further north-east
wards on May 23, to Lilongwe and to Fort 
Jameson in Northern Rhodesia. 

Mr. R. A. Bourlay. piloting a De Haviland 
Dragon Rapide "VP-YAU", left Blantyre at 
7.15 a.m. and, after calling at Zomba en 
route, reached Lilongwe one and three-quar
ter hours later. No special markings were 
applied to mail matter carried on this flight 
and, as airmail labels were not used, first 
flight covers can only be identified by the 
backstamping: Registered articles and mail 
addressed to Postes Restante, only. were so 
treated. These covers bear the Lilongwe 
backstamp "23.5.38-9.15 a.m.". No Nyasa
land mail was carried to Fort Jameson on 
this flight and the only items available, there
fore, to depict this stage of the new R.A.N.A. 
service are those posted abroad, which were 
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flown through the Protectorate. Fort Jame
son was reached at 11.10 a.m., and some of 
the mail carried was backstamped there 
"23 May 38-2 p.m." 

MAY 25, 1938: Return Flight-LI
LONGWE to BLANTYRE. 

Mr. R. A. Bourlay started his return fight 
from Fort Jameson at 2 p.m. on May 25; 
Lilongwe was reached at 2.45 and Blantyre 
at 4.55 the same afternoon, covers requiring 
backstamps were so treated at Blantyre the 
same day. 

JULY 28, 1938: The THIRD AND FINAL 
STAGE of the Empire Air Mail Scheme came 
into force on this date. British Oceania, 
generally, was then included in the "All Up" 
scheme, namely-Australia and New Zealand, 
Fiji, Gilbert and Ellis Islands, Lord Howe 
Island, Nauru, New Guinea, New Hebrides, 
Norfolk Island, Papua, Solomon Islands, Ton
ga and Western Samoa. "THE CROWNING 
POINT OF A MAGNIFICENT ACHIEVE
MENT." Mails were flown by R.A.N.A. to 
Beira to connect with the Imperial Airways 
flying-boat, "Corsair," in command of Capt. 
G. S. Long.-

JANUARY, 1939: During the first days 
of the month, R.A.N.A. extended their Trans
Nyasaland Service a further 682 miles west
wards from Fort Jameson, N.R., to l\fongu 
in Barotseland, the route being: Salisbury
Blantyre-Lilongwe-Fort Jameson-Lusaka 
-Mumbwa-Mankoya-Mongu. There is no 
record of any Nyasaland mail having been 
conveyed on the inaugural flight and, in any 
case, as all the new points of call are in 
Northern Rhodesia, the service does not 
really come within the scope of this article. 

SEPTEMBER 8, 1939: On the outbreak 
of war with Germany, Civil Aviation through
out the Empire was greatly disorganised and 
all regular time-tables were immediately 
scrapped. Only one service a week, for in
stance, operated between Great Britain and 
Southern Africa. Further drastic curtail-

ments were necessitated when Italy declared 
war against the British Empire in June, 1940; 

SEPTEMBER 8, 1939: A Post Office 
Notice cancelled the Empire Air Mnil Scheme 
from this date and the public was notified 
that a flat airmail rate of ls. 3d. per half
ounce would be charged for ALL Empire 
destinations. Erroneously, this notice im
plied that the postage to adjacent territories 
was likewise increased and this was subse
quently corrected. 

The chaotic state of air communication 
shortly after the outbreak of war was re
sponsible for long delays in the delivery of 
letters: for example, registered airmail 
posted on September 8, at the new rate of 
ls. 3d., was not received in Johannesburg 
until eight days later! 

JANUARY 1, 1940: War-time exigencies 
comp,elled the Southern Rhodesia Govemment 
to take over control of all civil aviation in 
the Colony. Rhodesia and Nyasaland .4ir
ways came under military control at the 
beginning of 1940 and, thereafter, operated 
as an adjunct to the Southern Rhodesian 
Air Force under the name "SOUTHERN 
RHODESIA AIR SERVICES". Civilian 
mail continued to be carried at surcharged 
rates, but for security reasons no disclosure 
of new, or alterations in existing, services 
was made public. 

Many of the Postal Services of Nyasaland 
were linked with those of Kenya, Uganda 
and Tanganyika for the duration of the 
war, and directives regarding Airgraph and 
Airmail Letter Card services were issued by 
E. A. Command HQ at Nairobi. 

Regular air services within the Protecto
rate were suspended and were not reinstated 
until January 1, 1945. 

MARCH 17, 1942: The first civilian and 
military AIRGRAPH SERVICE was intro
duced on this date, messages being processed 
by Messrs. Kodak Ltd., Nairobi, for the 
United Kingdom only. The first despatch 
reached England on April 5. 
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U nfranked forms, requiring postage of 6d. 
to be affixed, were sold at the post offices at 
4 for ld. They differ from those used in 

other territodes in that the borders have 
four vertical lines instead of the more usual 
obliaue ruling. 
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APRIL 20, 1942: Airgraph service extended 
to Eire. 

AUG UST 18, 1943: Airgraph service ex
tended to Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, New 
Hebrides and Tonga. 

AUGUST 24, 1944:Airgraph rate reduced 
to 3d. and forms issued free by Post Offices. 

AUGUST 24, 1944: Civilian AIR LETTER 
SERVICE introduced. Forms issued free 
by Post Offices and required to be franked 
with 6d. stamps. The ordinary grey General 
Colonial issue, not peculiar to N yasaland, 
has been in use since the start of the ser
vice. 

Acknowledgements are made to the pilots 
named in this article and to Messrs. L. J. 
Davidson and L. E. Creasy for much of the 
above information. The chronology is 
doubtless incomplete, and any additional in
formation will be welcomed. 

For The 

FINEST 

STAMPS 
CLASSICS to NEW ISSUE 

Write for our Monthly List of Offers from 
one of the finest stocks in the country 
Superb early lmperforates to the latest 

Pictorials. 

Wants Lists of all countries receive 
prompt attention. 

H. E. WI NG Fl ELD. 

392 Strand, London, W.C.2. 

MALTA 
Edw. VII MCA. comp. mint (S.G. 48-57) . . 42/6 
Geo. V. Ser. ¼d.-2/- mint (S.G. 97-103) 36/
"Melita" Ser. ¼d.-1/- mint (S.G. 123-130) 12/6 
"Melita" o'ptd. "Postage" (S.G. 143-152) 14/
''Self-:Govt. 1947" (booking) mint 26/3 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28/6 
S. Africa S.G. 40-41 used on first day 

(Imp. Airways) flown cover, 27 Jan. 32, 
S. Africa to England . . . . . . . . . . 18/6 
1939 Huguenots, set (pairs) on f.d.e. • . 15/-
Cash with order. Postage (air 1/7) extra, 

CHASWELL STAMPS, 
P.O. Box 408. VAL LETTA, IT ALY 

IF you are a beginner-
IF you are a general collector

IF you are a specialist-

"T HE 

PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE" 

can always offer you a feature of 
interest. Every issue contains one 
specialised article·, several pages 
of easy reading, and a fully illus
trated New Issue Chronicle listing 
the latest stamps from all over 

the world. 

Subscription I 0/- per annum 
from 

Harris Publications Ltd. 
Members B.P.A., P.T.S. (London), C.S.N.T.P. 

(Paris} 

455 STRAND LONDON W.C.2 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always availahle. Want lists 

receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 
P. 0. ,-~ IITAllREN, 

3A, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 
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Reversed Perforations and Cyclometer Numbers 
of Certain Union F,otogravure Postage Stamps 

and Poslage Due Labels 

E 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.) 
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As a result of the scrutiny from time to time of a 
considerable number of sheets of the various issues 
of the Union's Postage Stamps and Postage Due 
Labels hitherto produced by the rotary photo
gravure' process at the Government Printing Works 
in Pretoria, it was deduced that during the simul
taneous operations of printing and perforating 
stamps in the web on the machine there existed 
some sort of working liaison between the harrow or 
multiple comb perforator and the numbering 
device or cyclometer which typographed the sheet 
control numbers· on the lateral margins of the 
sheets of stamps. 

Compilation of data derived from the scrutiny 
of a large number of sheets of stamps and labels 
manifested inter alia the existence of two sets of 
characteristics indicative of such working liaison 
between perforator and cyclometer which are cate

gorised thus :-

(a) In all instances where the four-figure sheet 
control numbers were typographed two-fold 
on the right hand margins of sheets, such 

DIAGRAM 

Row (1)-(A) I m.d.m. d.m.d. 

(2)- (1) 

I (3)- (2) 

a.e.a. e.a.e. 

e.a.e. a.e.a. 

(4)- (3) 
U1 

(5)- (4) 
CD 
c:, 
0 
:::i 

(6)- (5) 
p.. 

ii (7)- (6) C 
CD 

(8)- (7) 
:::i 
~ 

(9)- (8) 

(10)- (9) 

(11)-(10) 

(12)-(11) 

1-1=, 
, __ e_._a_.e_. __ li a.e.a. 

a.e.a. e.a.e. 

I 
I 

sheets were perforated in downward direc
tions. V ide Diagram " A " hereunder. 

(b) In all instances where the four-figure sheet 
control numbers were typographed two
fold on the left hand margins of sheets, such 
sheets were perforated in upward directions. 
V ide Diagram " B " hereunder. 

For the purpose of exemplification, the diagrams 
following were planned from complete sheets of 
stamps housed in my Union coi.lection. 

CATEGORY (A)-FouR-FIGURE CYCLOMETER. 

Normal Perforations : Downward Direction of 
Perforation and Right-hand Margins Showing 
Sheet Control Numbers.-Multiple comb perforator, 
Type A, of the gauge 14¾ by 14¼ used in connection 
with a 360-set sheet of Id. National Defence Stamps 
of miniature or bantam format with large numerals 
" 360 " gravure-printed in carmine on lateral 
margins and sheet control numerals 6618 typo
graphed two-fold in scarlet on right-hand margin. 
Spurs of the eleventh horizontal row of combs 
pointing downwards-Rows (1)-(A) and (12)-(11). 

"A." 

m.d.m. d.m.d. m.d.m. d.m.d. 

a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. 

e.a.e. a.e.a. I a.e.a. 

-

I 

e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e.a. 

a.e.a. e.a.e. I a.e.a. e.a.e. I 
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(13)-(12) e.a.e. a.e.a. 

(14)-(13) a.e.a. e.a.e. 

(15)-(14) 

(16)-(15) 

(17)-(16) 

(18)-(17) I 
I 

(19)-(18) 
I 

(20)-(19) i a.e.a. e.a.e. 

(21)-(20) 
! 

e.a.e. a.e.a. 

(22)-(A) 
I 

I d.m.d. m.d.m. 

(1)-(A) i m.d.m. d.m.d. i 

CATEGORY (B)-FouR-FIGrRE CYCLOMETER. 

Reversed Perforations : Upward Direction of Per
i oration and Left-hand .211" argins Showing Sheet 
Control Numbers.-Multiple comb perforator, Type 
A, of the gauge 14¾ by 14¼ used in connection with 
a 360 set sheet of Id. National Defence Stamps of 
miniature or bantam format with large numerals 
" 360 " gravure-printed in carmine on lateral 
margins and sheet control numerals 6884 typo
graphed two-fold in scarlet on left-hand margin. 
Spurs of the eleventh horizontal row of combs 
pointing upwards-Rows (22)-(A) and (11)-(10). 

The significance of the letters and stops incor
porated in the foregoing Diagrams " A " and 
" B " are as follows :-

(I) "d" for "DRA NASIONALE VEILIG
HEID OP U HART-KOOP UNIE
LENINGSERTIFIKATE" and "m" for 
" MAKE NATIONAL SECURITY YOUR 
OWN-BUY UNIOX LOAN CERTIFI-

e.a.e. a.e.a. 

a.e.a. e.a.e. 

a.e.a. e.a.e. 

e.a.e. a.e.a. 

e.a.e. 

a.e.a. 

a.e.a. 

e.a.e. 

a.e.a. 

e.a.e. 

e.a.e. 

a.e.a. 

00 

<:O 
<:C 

d.m.d. m.d.m. d.m.d. m.d.m. 

m.d.m. I d.m.d. m.d.m. I d.m.d. 

CATES-both sets, slogans in miniature, 
located in horizontal rows marked (A) in 
juxtaposition to the top and bottom rows 
of stamps. 

(2) "a" for an Afrikaans inscribed stamp 
and " e " for an English inscribed one. 

(3) Interposed stops for the lines of intermediary 
vertical rouletting. 

For the purpose of discernment both diagrams 
exhibit exaggerated deviation from the normal 
alignment of the vertical rows of perforation holes 
of the first and second descents of the perforator 
as well as exaggerated demarcation of their hori
zontal junctures in Diagram "A" between 
Rows (12)-(11) and (13)-(12) and in "B" Dia
gram between Rows (10)-(9) and (11)-(10). 
The bracketted figures (11)-(10) for instance, 
represent the eleventh horizontal ro-w of combs 
encompassing the tenth horizontal row of stamps. 

DIAGRAM "B." 

(22)-(A) 

(1)-(A) 

(2)- (I} 

(3)- (2) 

(4)- (3) 

(5)- (4) 

(6)- (5) 

(7)- (6) 

(8)- (7) 

(9)- (8) 

(IO)- (9) 

°" 00 
00 
H--

! 

I 

d.m.d. 

m.d.m. 

a.e.a. 

e.a.e. 

e.a.e. 

a.e.a. 

I m.d.m. I 
d.m.d. 

e.a.e. 

a.e.a. 

I I 
; 

I 
I 

a.e.a. 

I e.a.e. 
I I 

d.m.d. m.d.m. . m. m . . m . 

I 
m.d.m. d.m.d. m.d.m. d.m.d. 

d d d 

a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. 

e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e.a. 

! 

e.a.e. a.e.a. a.e.a. e.a.e. 

a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. 
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e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e.a. 

a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e .. a e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. 

(11)-(10) 

(12)-(11) 

(13)-(12) 

(14)-(13) 

(15)-(14) 

(16)-(15) 

(17)-(16) 

(18)-(17) 

(19)-(18) 

(20)-(19) 

(21)-(20) 

l------1------1------1------1·-----1-----1 +> 
§ 
0 
00 

~ Cl) 

00 Q 
001------1------1------1------1------:-----1~ 
~ ~ 

a.e.a. e.a.e. a.e.a. 

e.a.e. a.e.a. e.a.e. 

(22)-(A) d.m.d. m.d.m. d.m.d. 

e.a.e. a.e.a. 

a.e.a. e.a.e. 

m.d.m. d.m.d. 

e.a.e. 

a.e.a. 

m.d.m. 

0 
0 
Cl) 

w. 

DIAGRAM " C.,, 

1. Control Number 
6 6 1 8 

1. 

Control Number 
6 8 8 4-

008 
0 

The following have been found with reverse perforations in Category "B":

(1) ld. National Defence (Bantams) -Left-hand Control Number 6884 
5285 
4322 
5744 
0336 
2481 
9628 

(2) fd. Postage Due (large) 
(3) ld. 
(4) 3d. 
(5) 3d. 
(6) 6d. 
(7) 2d. 

Diagram "C" 
depicts in both normal and reverse positions 
the junctures of the perforation holes penetrated 
by a comb of the first horizontal row of combs from 
a first descent and by the spurs of a comb of the 
eleventh horizontal row of combs from a second 
descent of the perforator. Observe the positions 
of the perforated hole made by the leading needle 
( 17) of the eleventh row of combs in relation to the 
positions of the perforation holes made by the 
marginal needle (M) and the apex needle (A) of the 
first row of combs. Perforation hole 1 7 is out of 
alignment with perforation hole A. 

REVERSE PERFORATIONS. 
CATEGORY "B." 

The four-figure control numbers shown afore have 
been taken from sheets and panes in my collection. 

The 3d. item (4) is the one with black figure of 
value and item (5) the one with ultramarine figure 
of value. The 2d. item (7) is the one with typo
graphed figure of value. The 2d. Postage Due with 
the rotogravured figure of value has been found 
with normal perforation only. 

The Postage Dues were perforated by multiple
comb perforator Type C of the gauge 14¾ by 14¼. 

In addition to the two sets of characteristics of 
working liaison between perforator and cylometer 
categorised as (a) and (b) heretofore in this article, 
a third set is now added :-

(c) In all instances where the five-figure sheet 
control numbers were typographed two-fold 
on the right-hand margins of sheets, such 
sheets were perforated in upward direction 
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CATEGORY (C)-FIVE-FIGURE CYCLOMETER. 

Revers_ed Perforati?ns · Upward Direction of 
Perforation and Right-hand Margins Showing 
Control Numbers.-Multiple comb perforator Type 
C of the gauge 14¾ by 14¼ used in connection with 
sheets printed in the web for coil stamps, but 

subsequently sev:ered 240-set for sale over the 
counter with control numerals 99872 typographed 
in grey-black on right-hand margin, ld. Van 
Riebeek's ship Vignette, hyphenated issue. Spurs 
of the eleventh horizontal row of combs pointing 
downwards. Full sheet in my Union collection. 

(1) ld. Van Riebeek's Ship (Coil)-Right-hand Control Number ... 
(2) fd. Springbok Head (Coil) - ,, ,, ... . .. 

85741 
44681 

The above have been found with reverse 
perforations :-

The five-figure cyclometer has been used only in 

NETHERLANDS 
The Netherlands Post Office has provided 

stamp collectors with a further beautiful set 
for their collections, for on the 17th June of 
this year the annual Summer Charity set was 
pla<:ed on sale. In _depic~ing buildings, all 
havmg some connection with Queen Wilhel
mina's Jubilee Year, a departure from the 
usual "Famous Men" motif has been made. 

The particulars relating to this set are:
Printed on unwatermarked paper, of upright 
format. (design is 25; 1 x 29 mm.), and per
forated 13~ x 14. The va.lues are 

(a) 2 2 ct, brown, showing the Hall of 
Knights ( Ridderzaal), Inner Court, 
at the Hague (700 years). 

(b) 6 4 ct, green, ·showing The Palace on 
the Dam where th_e Peace of Mun
ster was signed in 1648. 

(c) 10 5 ct, red-orange showing the Kneu
terdyk Palace, where the Constitu
tion of the Netherlands was pro
claimed in 1848. 

(d) 20 5, blue showing the New Church 
where Queen Wilhelmjna's Corona
tion took place in 1898. 

From the "N ederlandsch Maandblad voor 
Philatelie," May number, it is learnt that 
Holland has .abolished the ½ ct. from its coin
age and consequently all stamps containing 
the !' ct. rrs part of the denomination are no 
longer being printed. Instructions have been 
given to the post office clerks that the, 7 ~' ct., 
12½ ct. and 22½1 ct. stamps are to be used as 
much as pos·sible in combination with one 
another in order to expedite their disposal. 
Why the 2~' ct. stamp was not specifically 
mentioned is not known, but no doubt this 
value is 'So easily used ejther in multiples of 
itself or in combination with other values 
that it was not thought necessary to do so. 

Two further sets are contemplated for this 
year; one to celebrate the Queen'·s Golden 
Jub:lee as reigning- monarch and the other to 
mark Princess Juliana's acces·sion to the 
throne in September. 

J.W.S. 

U.S.A. 
Swedish Pioneers. 'Thanks to Mr. Geore.e H. 

Camp for a first day cover with ca,,het and of 
block of four of these stamps f ea tu ring cov
ered ox-wagon trekking over the prairie. 

connection with stamps for use in coil or roll 
arrangement. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Full catalogue price 
offered for fine used copies of Stan
ley Gibbons numbers 85, 91, 93 to 
95B, 97 to 101, 103, 104, 107, 110, 114 
to 118, 121, 122, 122A, 142, 145. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, Johan
nesburg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S.W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

Irish medium collector would like to 
exchange stamps of Eire for used 
stamps of your country. 

Roland de Caen, Springfarm, Delgany, 
Co. Wicklow, Eire. 

Wanted stamps depicting Princess 
Elizabeth, mint and used, in quantity, 
for packets. Dealers, collectors, get 
in touch with me as soon as p: ssible. 

J. F. Keogh (S.D.A.), Box 177, Heil
bron. 

Australia Wanted. Fine used copies of 
Gibbons Nos. 21, 42a, 43a, 50a, 50b, 
64, 75, 78a, 89, 93. Good prices paid 
for good copies. 

Advertiser, P.O. Box 5521, Johannes
burg. 
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EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

l,IMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

-I 

The best medium for the medium 
buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. 

All material entrusted to us is carefully lotted 
in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 
Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN 
SAFETY IN BUYING. 

GERMAN1 

OCCUPATION1 ISSUES 
(nearly all in stock) 

and all War and Post-War issues of 

ITAt Y, POLAND, 
JUGOSLAVIA, CROATIA, 

ETC., 1ETC. 
are in stock 

Want lists and enquiries welcomed 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S, 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

"THE DIRECT IMPORTERS" 

British En1pire 
Classic Issues. 
We specialise in these stamps and 
invite enquiries from collectors of 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
CEYLON 

EARLY AFRICAN COLONIES 
INDIA 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
NEW ZEALAND 

TRANSVAAL 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Fine Material only at Reasonable Prices 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers since 1882) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 

I The Dawn of S. African Philately I 
I 

j Cape of Good Hope 
, 1853-1863/4 

,r I specialise in these ever-popular 
TRIANGULARS, and can always be re
lied upon for out-of-the ordinary pieces 
as well as the normal items. 

,r Choice mint and used singles, pairs, 
blocks, covers, scarce postmarks, proofs, 
etc., all reasonably priced, sent on ap
proval against British references. 

,r Also G. Britain, 1840-1940, early 
B.N. America, Pence Ceylon, Mauritius, 
N .S. Wales, N. Zealand and various 

1 W. Indies. 

"Every Stamp an Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex England 
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THE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

(W. H. Winde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to Messrs. Ward & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

SOME SOUTH AFRICAN VARIETIES 
All Mint in Blocks of Four 

Hd. Gold Mine, Green and Gold, Signal 
Flaw, 2/6; Hd. Gold Mine, Green and 
Gold, Broken Chimney, 2/6; ½cl. Stroke 
on Horn, 1/-; ld. "Posieel for "Posseel," 
3/-; 6d. Green Stroke through 6d. and 

retouched Foliage, 7 /6. 

Second Printing of the Standard Cata·
logue of the Postage Stamps of the 
Union now available, 7 /6 plus postage. 
Supplement, bringing this Catalogue up 

to date, 9d. plus postage . 
... 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .. 

HISTORICAL 
COVERS 
We hold the world's largest stocks of 
Commemorative Postmarks, Sea Posts, 
Red Cross, Special Sets, Exhibition 
Souvenirs and other specialities, all on 
complete covers and cards; also Air Post 
and Aviation specialities, Raid Propa-

ganda, Air Mail Stationery, etc. 

Tell us your Subject or Country and we 
will thrill you with unique approval 

selections! 

Essential Accessories for specialists are 
Philatelic Indicator Arrows and Cover 
Mounting Corners. Ask for details. 

Air Post Literature, Catalogues, etc. 

Write for particulars of our publications 
and stocks. 

FRANCIS J. FIELD, 
SUTTON COLDFIELD, ENGLAND 

For 

CLASSIC ISSUES 
Write to 

DOUGLAS 
ROTH, 

B.P.A. 

c/o Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd., 
Adderley Street, 

Cape Town· 

Mr. Roth has brought to South Africa 
one of the finest stocks of classic 
stamps ever brought into the country. 

HARVEY & BLYTHE 
will publish shortly 

* Medicine and Science in Postage Stamps, by 
W. J. Bishop, F.L.A., and N. M. Matheson, 

F.R.C.S. 
A fascinating work concerning the story behind 
the stamps rather than the purely philatelic 

details. 
Cr. 8vo. pp, 82 (inc. 32 pp. illus. and Index). 

Ready September. Price 7/6. * Gynaecological Histology, by Josephine Barnes, 
M.A., D.M., M.R.C.P., F.R.C.S., M.R.C.O.G. 
A comprehensive work providing a simple guide 
to the histology of the normal and abnormal 
tissues encountered in gynaecological practice. 
An invaluable book for both students and post-

graduates. 
Cr. 8vo. pp. 236, with 162 micro-photographs. (,1; 
Art paper throughout. Price approx. 25/- net. l 

Ready September. 
Selected Writings of William Clowes, edited and 
ilntroduced by F. N. L. Poynter, B.A., F.L.A. 
These Selections from the writings of the famous 
surgeon of Elizabethan England are taken from 
books of which only few copies now exist and 
are inaccessible to the general reader. They 
will appeal to all who find the days of Eliza-

beth the "golden age" of history, 
Cr. 8vo., illus., pp. 160. Price approx. 12/- net. 

Ready September. 
Book your orders Now with your Bookseller or: 

CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY 
Johannesburg - Cape Town - Durban 

Published by: 

HARVEY & BLYTHE, LTD. 
6 Hanover Square, London, W.1. 

(* Distributed by H. K. Lewis & Co., Ltd., 
London.) 
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GERMANY 
"Philatelie-Equator" sends from Hamburg

two stamps, 24 and 50 pfg. issued on 22nd 
Maf i~ connecti?n with the 1948 Exp,ort-Mess 
(this 1s not to be too literally translated-it 
means ''Export Market"). They feature a 
!llerchant at his scales with buyer and seller 
m attendance. The two values were printed 
together a~ well as separately. The cover 
shows an mteresting postmark with an ele
phant, honouring the centenary of the fam-
ous Hagenbeck Zoo. · 

A forgery gang has been arrested in Duis
burg. One of their efforts was forgeries of 
the AM-Post 8 pfg, 80 pfg and 1 RM Bruns
wick issue, which they produced i;1 small 
sheets, some gummed, some ungummed. An
other was the so-called Tunis parcel stamp of 
the 3rd Reich. 

New stamps were not ready for issue at 
the sa~e. time as the new currency appeared 
so prov1s10nals "\Vere made by overprinting the 
old stamps with multiple posthorns. These 
are likely to have a very short life and to 
be much sought after. 

Someone unknown has sent a first da v cover 
with stamps of the "Leipziger Messe 1948" 
(the Leipzig Sp1·ing Fair), large pictorials 50 
and 84 pfg. 

,,.. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

The postal administration has sent a nice 
?ay-of-issue (10th June) envelope with cachet 
m connection with the 11th Sokol Congress 
and special cancellation on 4 stamps. Two (1 
and 3 Kcs) bear a portrait of Dr. Jindrich 
Vanicek, the other two (1.50 and 2 Kcs) fea
ture Dr. Josef Scheiner; these gentlemen were 
leaders in the Sokol movement. 

There was als·o a 1.50 Kcs stamp issued on 
14th May in honour of the centenary of the 
abolition of serfdom and two stamps were an
nounced for 20th June to mark the centena1T 
of the Constituent Assembly in Kromeriz. · 

They have also sent another special en
vel<?pe with two stamps ( 1.50 and 3 kcs) fea
turmg two portraits and entitled ''Kromeriz
sky Snem 1848-1948'' but with no further in
~ormation as to what the commemoration is. 

CONGRESS AND EXHIBITION, 
PRETORIA, 18th-20th OCTOBER 

Full details of the Philatelic Congress and 
Exhibition to be held in Pretoria, October 
18-20, 1948, under the auspices of the Pre
toria Philatelic Society, were sent to all con
stituent Societies of the Federation and to a 
number of individual philatelists some time 
ago. 

But as the Congress is open to any phila
telist to attend as a visitor, an outline of the 
proceedings is here given:-

l\londay, 18th.-Opening ceremony 10.15, 
and Congress sitting until 5.30. Evening free. 

Tuesday, Hlth.-Tour by bus to visit Jo
hannesburg G.P.O. Congre'ss sitting in the 
evening, 7.45 to 10 p.m. 

Wednesday, 20th.-Visits to Mint and Gov
ernment Printing Works. Congress sitting 
7.45 to 10 p.m., including final round of the 
All-Federation Quiz and a display of phila
telic films. 

For those who can stay on there are possi
bilities of visits to the Mint, Government 
Printing Works and Iscor on Thursday, 21st, 
and a bus tour round the city on Friday, 
22nd. 

The Exhibition will be open during 18th to 
20th; there ,vill be stickers, commemorative 
envelopes and a special postal cancellation 
available. 

Leaflets covering conditions of the com
petitive exhibition are obtainable from the 
Exhibition Secretary, P.O. Box 514, Pretoria. 

Book your accommodation at once as it will 
be Jacaranda Week in Pretoria with many at
tractions and many visitors. 

(('onel ,uled from- paye 1..J...J.) 
The following thirtt'('ll Societif'S took part in the 

Quiz ; tlwy arf' g-i ,·t•n in the ord<:>r determined by the 
marks allotted to thr>m in the 1st roum1, and the 
first eight now pass on to tlw 2nd round: 

Cape 'l'o,vn l'hila.tPlic SociPty, \Yest Rand Stamp 
Club and Philatelic Socipty of Johannesl.Jurg-, 0.J,'.S. 
:rnd Basutoland Philat<>lic Society, Copperbelt Phila
tPlic Society, East London Philatelic Society, Port 
Elizabeth Philatelic Society, Pretoria Philatelic So
ciety. 

Springs Philatelic Society, East Rand Philatelic 
Society, Prt>toria Railway Philatelic Soeiety, Phila
telic Society of )."ntn l, Grahamstown Philatelic 
SociPt,r. 

f "'""""""""""'"'"'""""""";;;~"";;;;;;·;;·"'~i~~;·~i;"~""'""'"""""""""""""""""'~ 
Selections of the above are sent on approval to serious collectors against references. 

Range I. Early issues, which can be selected from at one-third 
of catalogue price. 

Range 2. Modern issues (1900 on) in mint state, mostly at 
50% off catalogue. 

Range 3. Mcxlern issues ( 1900 on) superb used, mostly at 50% 
off catalogue. 

J. BIRD, 116, Highlands Heath, London, S.W.15, England 
B,,, .. ,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ... " ....... , .. ,,,,,,,,, .... , .... ,, ... , ......... ,,,,, .. ,,, .. ,,,,, .. ,,,, .. ,, .. ,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,, .. , ... ,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,, .... ,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,[il 
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RHODESIA 
Follo,wing S. G. Nos. Are 
0 THE ADMIRALS ISSUE" 

Available From 
both Miint and 

August, 1948 

Stock 
Used 

S.G. Nos.: 186 at 6d.; 187 at 9d.; 188 at 9d.; 188b at 6d.; 189 at ls.; 190 at 4d.; 
191 at ls.; 192 at ls.; 193 at ls.; 194 at 2d.; 195 at ls.; 196 at 50s.; 197 at 4d.; 198 
at 6d.; 199 at 9d.; 201 at 2s.; 202 at ls. 9d.; 203 at ls. 6d.; 204 at £6; 205 at ls. 6d.; 
206a at 3s.; 207 at 4s.; 208 at ls. 6d.; 209 at 6s.; 210 at 16s.; 211 at 4s.; 212 at 3s. 6d.; 
213 at £5; 214 at 18s. 6d.; 215 at 5s.; 216 at £8; 217 at 2s. 6d.; 218 at 6s. 6d.; 219 at 
2s.; 220 at 7s. 6d.; 221 at 6s.; 222 at 7s. 6d.; 223 at ls. 6d.; 225 at 2s.; 226 at 6s. 6d.; 
228 at 4s.; 229 at 4s.; 230 at 4s.; 231 at 7s. 6d.; 233 at 2s.; 235 at 10s.; 236 at 12s. 
6d.; 236a at 17s. 6d.; 237 at 12s. 6d.; 239 at 12s. 6d.; 241 at 22s. 6d.; 242 at £8; 243 
at £12; 244. at 2s.; 246 at £6; 247 at 3s. 6d.; 248 at 3s. 6d.; 252 at 25s.; 254 at £14; 
255 at 6s.; 256 at ls.; 257 at 2s.; 258 at ls. 6d.; 259 at 2s.; 260 at 2s.; 262 at 3s.; 
263 at 4s.; 264 at 4s.; 265 at 3s.; 266 at ls.; 267 at 8s.; 268 at 12s.; 269 at 12s.; 
270 at 10s.; 271 at 7s. 6d.; 272 at 2s.; 272a at lls.; 272b at 50s.; 273 at 7s. 6d.; 
274 at 17s.; 274b at 27s. 6d.; 276 at 15s.; 279 at £6; 279b at £9; 282 at 2d.; 283 at 
ls. 6d.; 284 at 9d.; 285 at 9d.; 286 at 130s.; 286a at 30s.; 287 at 2s.; 288 at 6s.; 290 
at 12s.; 291 at 9d.; 292 at 2s.; 293 at 6s.; 294 at 2s. 6d.; 295 at ls.; 296 at 8s.; 297 
at 10s.; 298 at 5s. 6d.; 299 at 7s.; 300 at 2s.; 301 at 7s. 6d.; 302 at 15s.; 303 at 15s.; 
305 at 25s.; 306 at 35s.; 307 at 35s.; 309 at 70s.; 314 at 10s.; 315 at 13s. 6d.; 316 
at 18s. 6d.; 317 at 20s. 

USED:-
s.G. Nos.: 186 at ld.; 187 at ld.; 188 at ld.; 188b at ld.; 189 at ld.; 190 at ld.; 
191 at ld.; 192 at 2d.; 195 at ld.; 197 at 2d.; 198 at 3d.; 199 at 2d.; 200 at 2s.; 203 
at 9d.; 204 at 2d.; 205 at ls.; 206 at ls.; 206a at ls. 6d.; 207 at 4s.; 209 at ls. 6d.; 
210 at 2s. 6d.; 211 at 2s. 6d.; 212 at 2s.; 213 at 5s.; 214 at 5s.; 215 at 2s. 6d.; 216 
at 3s. 6d.; 217 at 3s.; 218 at 5s.; 219 at ls.; 220 at 6d.; 221 at 9d.; 222 at ls.; 223 
at 6d.; 224 at ls. 3d.; 225 at 9d.; 226 at 2s.; 227 at 3s.; 228 at ls.; 229 at 6d.; 230 
at 3s.; 231 at 7s. 6d.; 232 at ls. 6d.; 233 at ls.; 234 at 2s. 6d.; 236 at 4s.; 236a at 
6s.; 237 at 5s.; 244 at ls.; 247 at 3s. 6d.; 248 at 2s.; 249 at 5s.; 255 at 9d.; 256 at 
3d.; 257 at 4d.; 258 at 3d.; 259 at 3d.; 260 at 3d.; 261 at 4d.; 262 at 6d.; 263 at ld.; 
264 at ls. 6d.; 265 at ls.; 266 at 9d.; 267 at 2s .. ; 270 at ls.; 271 at ls.; 272 at ls.; 
272a, at ls. 6d.; 273 at 2s. 6d.; 273a at 2s. 6d.; 27 4a at 20s.; 27 4b at 10s.; 275 at 
10s.; 276 at 10s.; 282 at ld.; 283 at 3d.; 284 at 2d.; 286 at 2s.; 287 at 2d.; 288 at 
10s.; 292 at ls.; 293 at 2s.; 295 at 4d.; 300 at ls. 3d.; 301 at 2s. 3d.; 309 at 70s. 

CASH WITH ORDER. POSTAGE EXTRA. SUBJECT UNSOLD. 

Write To: 

T. Mc. MICKI NG 
(P.T.S., B.P.A., F.R.G.S.) 

Cholo, Nyasaland. British Central Africa 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

CA.PE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCHJTY 
President, K. 1\1. Cameron; IIon. Sec., S. Kagan

son, P.O Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thurs
days, at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 
p.m. 

24th June. Mr. Protoulis gave us the second instal
ment of his whole world Air )fail collection. 'l'his 
consisted of the letter "C" beautifully mounted. 
Starti~g W:ith a _complete range ?f the regular Can
ada Airs, includmg the rare vaneties, he showed us 
!thirteen pages of the semi-officials. In the latter 
were many items which most of us did not know 
existed.. Carrying on from here we saw complete 
coll~ctions of the various countries up to Czecnoslo
vakia. Even the very complicatf'<l Canary IRlands 
were there. Mr. W. G. Comhrink spoke on behalf 
of Mr. Protoulis who was unavoidably absent in 
the Transvaal. In proposing a vote of thanks, :\Jr. 
Oates emphasised the extraordinary completeness of 
the exhibit. 

After disposing of formal hnsiness a debate took 
place on the question as to whether it was flesu·able 
that famous collections should be buried in museums. 
1\Iembeirs' opinions were varied and some very in
tere.sti,ng points were raised. 

_8th July. Mr. E.aga_nson gave a display of "Unions 
withou~ tears." 'l'lus was a practically complete 
c,>llect10n of normal Union stamps. In a few well
chosen words he pointed out how much interest is to 
be obtained from collecting Unions without worrying 
about all these unimportant dots and mi.nor Yarie
ties so dear to many. Judging by remarks pas:-;f'd 
by members as they moved round, the tables, the ex
hibit was much appreciated, and should stimulate 
interest in these issues. Mr. Simenhoff proposed a 
vote of thanks. 

The meeting closed with the first round of the 
inter-Societies Quiz. 

L.II.H. 

* 
GRA.HAl\ISTO\YN PHILA'.rELIC SOCIETi 

President, Mr. Eric A. Carr; Hon. Secretary, :.\Ir. 
0. Turner; MeeUngs, 2nd Tti1csdays at 8 o'clol"I{, 8a 
Dun,das Street. Address for correspondence : P. 0. 
Box 11. 

The June meeting was held on the 10th wnen a 
general and inform£tive discussion was of much in
terest. 

The July meeting was on the 8th, alHl an inter
Society Philatelic Quiz was held. This fen ture 
showed up several gaps in members' philatelic know
ledge. We hope to stay in this inter-Society quiz as 
long as possible. 

Mr. Eric Pote, our Exchange Superintendent, was 
auctioneer when a number of sets were put up and 
sold. 

l\Ir. 0. 'J'urner showed a used hJock of six Trans
vaal ld., red, 1895 issue, imperforate benveen pairi-. 
This item was the centre of much interesst. 

s.c.c. 

* 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, Mr. W. Redford; Hon. Sec., Mr. E. 

Glassman, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meeti-ngs, 
2nd Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, Public Library, 
7.45 p.m. 

At the meetin~ hel<l on 13th July, the Philatelic 
~eotion of the Jewish Guild paid an otticial Yisit to 
the Society and provided the exhibits. 

Mr. B. Glassman showed King George VI Pic
torials. These included all the obsolete eolonrs and 
perforations. Commanfler Enoch, who spoke on the 
exhibit, pointed out how every item in the exhibit 
was a, well-centn>d copy. He cornplimP-nted Mr. Glass
man on the arrangement of the exhibit. 

1\fr. J. A. Davidson showed Kenya, TTganda and 
Tanganyika. It was an almost complete straight 
collection in mint up to the £1 values. T11ere were 

some used items and specimens np to the £10 value. 
Mr. J. Burreil spoke on the exhibit. 

:Mr. L. Buchen showPd Switzerland commem
oratiwes and air mails. There were several flown 
covers and miniature sheets Mr. W. Redford spoke 
on the exhibit. 

l\Ir. I. Isaacs showed flov,n covers of Southern 
Afiica, including '3outh Africa, South-\Yest Africa 
and Southern Rhodesia. There were several covers 
of the 8chle.singer Air Race. Mr. Redford sp-oKe on 
the exhibit. 

26th July. l\Ir. W. Redford sho,ved So•1thcrn and 
Northern Nigeria. This was a practically wmplete 
collection of all values, including numerous shades 
and specimen stamps. 'rhere were several fine used 
copies. The exhibit induded a fine mint specimen 
of the £25 value Northern Nigeria of Hl0°1. Com
mander .BJnoch spoke on the exhibit. 

During the evening the Society held the first 
round of the Quiz organised by the Society for com
petition by all constituent Soeieties of the Phila
telic Pederation of Southern Africa. The Qniz team 
consisted of :Messrs. Chapman, Glassman. Jacks, 
Joseph, Oppenheim, Schwartz, Commander Enoch 
and Rev. Noel Roberts. 

I.I. 

* ORAXGE FREE STATE AND BASUTOLAND 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
R. G. Lyon, Dox 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
Fridays each month, Oranje Kofliehuis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

There was a record crowd of members and visitors 
at the July meeting which had been announced as a 
"Quiz f':vening." Formal business was quickly dis
pensed with. Further arrangements for the Junior 
Stamp; competition were discussed and its final date 
was fixed for Saturday afternoon on 28th August. 
An auction sale of some stamp lots ,vas also rushed 
through. But then exeitement ran to fever pitch, 
when at last the long-awaited qni.z was started. This 
quiz, a knock-out competition held among all Union 
Hodeties under the auspices of the Johannesburg 
Philatelic Society, was held with all the pomp and 
with all strict formalilties pertaining to it. There 
was an able quiz-master (~Ir. M. Liss), a gong
master (l\Ir. Gus Smith) and a recorder (the sec
n~tary). \Vhenever one of the eight questions was 
read out by the ((Uiz-master and put hefore the whole 
meeting, an excited buzzing went through the 
crowd, while the gong-master held his threatening 
gong (a nickel-tra~' snatched from the cafe equip
ment) to strike at th~~ eornpletion of one minute. 
However, just in time finge1-:,; shot np and an 
answer was given each time. nue mention must be 
made in this regard of Mr. ~\. Lichtenstein, who 
took the lion share in replyi.ng (in true "Eric Rosen
thal" fashion). Whether with success, onl}' the 
future will tell. The Society is going now through 
a tense state of waiting for the result of this first 
round of the quiz competition. 

K.F. 

* PORT ELIZABETH PHIL,\ TELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., Mr. G. P. 

Rmith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth: Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

At the business meeting on 'l'uesday, 20th July, 
Mr. li'orbes was in the chair and presided over a 
large g-athering. A ·warm welconu~ was given to two 
visitor:,;, :\{rs. '.r. Blick of Pretoria, and l\fr. Paviour 
of East London. '.rhe display was by ~fr. \Yllson 
of Uitenhnge, and he tabled ahout 100 pages. The 
greater part was of 17nion Officials, bDth mine and 
used, and in many cases blocks of four. Thi,s series 
was nearly complete. 'rl1e remainder was from his 
general co11ection, and consisted of Australia, 
India, St. Lucia, Solomon IslPs and Chile. There 
were also a few very interesting covers. Mr. Camp
bell also showed some U. S .. A. covers, commemor
a Hng the chaplains who served during the war. 

The first round of the Inter-Quiz was held with 
Mr. Levey a.-; Quiz-:\faster, and members are wait
ing for the results. Mr. Levey auctioned about 70 
packets, and the meeting closed at 9.4:i p. m. 

L.E.C. 
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THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, B. Joseph, 

143 ~ondon House, Loveday Street, Johannesburg; 
Meetings, last Thursday, Jewish Guild Memorial 
Hall, Von Brandis Street. 

At the meeting held on 24th June the exhibit was 
provided by Messrs. n. and ,T. Joseph who showed 
British Empire, chiefly George VI. The exhibit in
cl~ed the commemoratives of the King George V 
,reign as well as the air mails. Rare varieties of 
perforation and obsolete colours were ineluded. The 
exhibit included the perf. 12 l½d. S. Rhodesia and 
~he perf. 14, ls. of the same conn.try, both unusual 
items to-day. The exhibit was practically complete 
in the King George VI section. l\Ir. Glassman spoke 
on the exhibit. 

I.L 

* EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
. Presjdent, Mrs. R. Alabaster; f!ecretary, W. J. 

G11lesp1e, P.O. Box 673 . .Meetings, 2nd Fridays, above 
Colosseum Theatre •.rea Room, at 7.45 p.m. 

Although your correspondent has been backward, 
not so the Society, for the meetings have been well 
attended and displays have been - of a very high 
standard. l\fr. Thornton has given us two fine dis
plays, and need no comment apart from the pleas
ure of s_aying that Mr. Thornton's displays a1·e al
ways a Joy to see and really worth spending much 
more time on than is allo,ved in the short evening 
session ... Mr. Courlander gave us a glimpse of his 
fi_ne collec~ion of West Indies, or should I say a por
tion of 1t. Another member ,vhose displaJs are 
worth more time to gloat over than members have 
at meetings. 

I will venture to say, however, withont any wish 
to transgress on the method of the collector's own 
desire and joy, or to attempt to belittle the col
lecion (rather the reverse) that from the vie,vpoint 
of the modern collect-0r these displays by our speci
alists and older members of tlieir classics are ditti
cult to appreciate to the full ns little or no writing 
up is done and the many rare and fine items pass 
without comment. 
. Col. Grey gave nnother such display of mint 
items complete to top values, but sad to sav the 
setting up was much discussed and the splitting of 
sets on to other sheets already containing sets of 
other issues was considered bad mounting. 

I trust this criticism will be accepted iu the 
spirit of construction rather tlian in any other way. 

In the meantime our two Past-PresictPnts are 
away on long tours, business and otherwise, Mr. 
Jensen across the world on business and pleasure 
and Mr. Durkin on a protracted tour of Southern 
Africa. \Ve hope to have them return fit and full 
of the joys of life. 

W.J.G. 

* 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL 

President, Mr. G. Milner Palmer; Hon. Seo., l\Ir. 
A. S. Maskell, P.O. Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 
319 Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban 
Camera Club, top Floor), 7.30 p.m. 

July meeting was 11ot as ,Yell attended as usual. 
This was most likely due to the faf't that (Juite a 
few were away on holiday; 11e,-ertheless the eYen
ing was a most enjoyable one. Miss 0. Hillman
Liggett is to be congratulated on the competition 
she brought along. It cansesd a lot of headaches. 
Mr. Appleby proved the ,vinner after spinmng a 
coin with two ties. \Ve trust the ladies will now 
come along with some exhibits and show us how 
they set out, and write up their collePtions. Mr. 
J. Lyle, who needs no introduction to Philatelists, 
always has something to show. This time he exhibi
ted his George VI for the "Percy C. Bishop Cup" ; 
what a fine lot they were. Members cornmentf'>d on 
the fine set out. 8tamps on blacl~ all(l then on 
white certainly make them stan,d ont. ::\Ir. Ovens 
thanked Mr. Lyle for his effort. \Ye hear ::\Ir. A. 
J. Cornelius is to exhibit his Ne.wfoundland in 
August. Philatelists will get a treat to see the old 
classics which these days are hard to find. \Ye would 
like to remind visiting philate-lists that they are 
more than welcome to attend our meetings. 

W.ILW. 

THE PRETORIA RAILWAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. L. L. Brown ; Hon. Sec., Mr. W. 

Kriste; Meetings, Second Wednesdays at 7.30 p. m. 
in the Berea Park Recreation Club. 

At the July meeting l\Ir. W. Newlands read a 
most interesting and illuminating pnper about 
Burma, its history and its peoples, its character
istics and its products. Philatelically speaking, 
Burma began to issue its own postage stamps on 
1st April. 1937, so it is a comparatively young 
country. Mr. Newlands dealt very thoroughly with 
the stamps used during the Japanese occnpatiion, 
detailing all the different overprints, surcharges and 
cancellations. l\Ir. Newlands tabled his collection 
of this country, and U must surely be the best 
of such collections in the Union. It is complete from 
the first issue of 1937 right up to the present day, 
with very few exceptions, these being mainly those 
rnt>ntioned in StanlPy Gibbons--not priced. Only 12 
stamps are required to complete this very fine col
lection. Mr. New lands was thanked for his en,ter
taining and interesting paper and exhibit by Mr. 
W. Howie. 

* ALL-FEDERATION QUIZ 
FIRST ROUND 

\V.K. 

Below are given the questions and answers 
of the first round. 

Thirteen Soci-eties took part. They are here 
listed in the order of marks awarded, and the 
first eight survive to take part in the second 
round. · 

Q. 1: What sized blocks of the following denomi
nations of the Union war-Pffort "Bantams" are re
quired to show all the Language-Perforation-Roulette 
varieties? .J;,d., 2d., 4d., ls. 

A. l: ½d., block of 6; 2d., block of 4; 01d., verti
cal strip of 3; ls., vertical pair. 

Q. 2: "'hat well-recognized Yarieties occur in the 
Vignette of most of the values of the St. Helena 
King George V issue of l H22? A: 2: (1) Cleft in rock; (2) broken flag; (3) 
broken mast; ( 4) white ster!l. . 

Q. 3: \Vhen were pre-Umon stamps demonetiz~d 
:m<l thus made invalid for pre-paying postage rn 
the rnion? 

A, :1: 1st January, 1938. 
Q. 4: In the l8H8 issue of Nyasaland, often called 

the "Cheque Stamp Provisionals" there i_s a surro_und 
of double lines horizontally and vertically. \\hat 
i:-< the wording of the inscription between this sur
round and the clwque stamp 'r 

A. 4: Internal Postage. 
Q. 5: Por what other country or countrieFs have 

rnion stamps been overprinted'? 
A. 5 : S. \V. A., Kenya, nasutoland, Bechnanaland, 

8waziland. . 
- Q. 6: \Vhat additions to a "Stamp Zoo" collec~10n 
can be made from the stamps of South-\Vest Arrica? 

A. f3 : Springbok and Oxen on overprinted Union 
stamps; Gorn Paauw, Eland, Zebra and \Yildebeeste 
on definitive stamps. 

Q. 7 : " 1hat watermarks occur normally on 
stamps of the Cape of Good _H(!pe? (Sideways, In
verted or No Watermark varieties not wanted.) 

A. 7 : Anchor on triangulars; Crown C C; Crown 
C A ; Cabled Anchor. 

Q. 8: Name as many as yon c~rn of th~ _1J11ion 
of ~outh African stamp issues winch are b1lmgual, 
i.e.. with both official languages on the one stamp.: 

A. 8: 1910, 2¼d.: 1913, all king's heads; 192,) 
Airs: 1929 Airs; U>35 Jubilees; 1941 Large War 
2d. and ls. ; 1942 Bantam 4d. and ls. ; All Postage 
Dues. . 

Q. fl : Seychelles 1938-1941 issue. Severa~ denom1-
na tions have had the colours changed smce they 
were first issued. In what denominations has a 
change occurred and what are the two different 
colours in which eaeh has appeared? 

A. 9 : 3c, green to orange ; f3c, orange to green ; 
9c, scarlet to blue; 20c, blue to ypllow: 30c, car
mine to blue; 75e, grey-blue to mauve; lR, yellow
green to blaclc. 

Q. 10: \Vhat countries have issued triangular 
stamps? 

A. 10 : Cape, Union and S. \Y. A. 
(Concluded, on 1iage 141) 
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In a few minutes the 
" 5. I 5 " will arrive. 

To many in this small community this is 
the event of the day ; for their lives and liveli
hood are so closely linked with rail trans
portation. 

It carries their produce to the cities and 
ports, and in return brings goods from the big 
stores, equipment for farms, feed for stock. 
It means holidays at the coast, mail from 
friends, papers in the evening. 

Their Railway Station is indeed " Main 
Street" ... serving one and all, belonging to 
one and all. 

The " 5. I 5 " has come and gone. But in 
those few minutes life in this community has 
taken a step forward. The wheel of progress 
has turned another cycle. 

Every day, year after year, the South 
African Railways are making an important 
contribution to the welfare and prosperity of 
communities, in every corner of the land. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 
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To the Serious Collector ... 
All Philatelists may take an active part in the H. R. 

HARMER Auctions no matter where they may live. 

For the London Sales, special lightweight catalogues are 

avajlab!e for overseas distribution. The subscription 

is £1 per annum, including Lists of prices Realised, the 

same as for surface mail, with the addition of air-mail 

postage against which an advance deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent 

free of charge by surface mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a 

year's subscription 

-- FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS -
in LONDON 

NEW SEASONS SALES 

COMMENCE 

MONDAY, 13th SEPTEMBER. 

If not on our mailing list, why not 
write for catalogue subscription 
blank for the new season's sales. 
Special light-weight air mail editions 
are available, published in ample 
time to allow postal bids to reach us 
before the auction date. If you have 
fine and rare philatelic material for 
disposal by auction or private treaty, 
contact us immediately . Full par
ticulars of Commission Terms, Insur-

ance, etc., on request. 

. . . and those who 
wish to Sell 

The same international service is available 

to collectors who wish to sell their col

lections. The H. R. HARMER Auctions 

are the world's be~t medium for the sale 

of fine and rare stamps. More than 3000 

leading collectors are consistent buyers 

at our auctions in New York and London. 

Regular Auctions will now also be held 

by our recently opened branch in Sydney, 

N.S.W. Write to the addresses given 

below for full particulars of facilities, 

Commission Terms, Insurance arrange-

ments, etc. 

H • R. HARMER 
I nternationa I 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 

39/42 New Bond Street, 
LONDON, W.I, ENGLAND 

CABLES 

u Phistamsel Lor.don " 

Stamp Auctioneers 
H. R. HARMER, I NC. 

32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 
NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 

CABLES 

"Harmers:ile, New York" 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH H. R. HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY., LIMITED 

CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 2B CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

~ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors : Central News 
~ Agency Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

J ohannesbur1r. 
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THE 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS 
VOL I. 

GREAT BRITAIN 
CYPRUS : MALTA 
GIBRALTAR 
HELIGOLAND 
IRELAND 

including a priced catalogue of 
Postal History, Essays, 
Proofs and Specimens, Can
cellations, Sizes of Sheets, 
Plating, Bibliography, with 
comprehensive listings of 
Handstruck and Adhesive 

Postage Stamps 

We have only been able to allocate 205 c~pies from o~r very 
small supplies for orders in South Africa, Australia and 

New Zealand 

Price 21/- Post Paid 

FtossoN Low,E 
INC pu 

MELBOURNE OFFICE •• rrlLADrLP 
MR. 1. L. PHILLIPS, . ,:;, 1-/lr A 
Masons Buildings, Sugden Place, . . Jll1 
Melbourne, C.I., AUSTRALIA 
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428-
only 428 

stamp.;; now needed to complete 

my whole World Collection of 

normals up to J 933 issues. 

--0--

Thanks to some help from 

Stockholm and Brussels plus 

continued help from the London 

dealers. 

As Mr. Hunt, of Johannesburg, 

says, we might also be able to help 

YOU with something in: 

POLAND, CROATIA, TRIESTE. 
fTALY, Ill.LIAN COLONl,ES, 
JUGOSLAVIA, V /.TICAR 

Etc., Etc. 

Want Lists and enquiries welcomed. 

No w<rnt iiNt ac<tilnhle i,, Sn11t/i Africa, 

Hnf'il my rdurn in Xo1·c-m,ber. 
JIM DAVIS LTD. 

B.P.A. P.T.S· 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

Box 2437, Johannesburg. "THE DIRECT IMPORTERS" 

The 

SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST 
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Re-Issue of Unhyphenated fd. Typo. Stamps 
Following ;on the information given in last 

month's issue of the ''South African Philatel
ist to the effect that M. unhyphe:nated typo
graphed stamps had recently appeared on 
sale again in Cape Town, reports have now 
been received which show that supplies of 
these stamps have also been available at sev
eral of the 'Smaller post offices in the Trans
Yaal and O.F.S., but generally only in :small 
quantities. 

In a conversation with the Government 
Printer on the subject of this typographed 
production, Dr. A. Kaplan of Germistor1 was 
informed that the re-issue of the M. flat
plate stamps from the old Royal Mint electro
typed plates had been decided on for the pur
pose of using up a stock of cut paper. Since 
the supply on hand was unsuitable for the 
rotary machines it was considered that in 
these days of paper shortage it could be util
ised to advantage with the old flat-plates, but 
now that the printing had been completed 
there was very little likelihood of any further 
production of this sort. 

The official figures for the printing are not 
yet available, but we understand the issue 
amounted to 11,000 sheets. 

Cylinder No. Issues of the ld. and Hd. 
Denomination 

The Union ld. value, with the original set
ting of 240 stamps per sheet-instead of 180, 
as in the recent small sheets-and the Cylin
der No. "6 A" and "6B" inscribed in the bot
tom corners, is reported as now being gener
ally available throughout the Union. This 
also applies to the new Hd. Gold Mine stamp 
with Cylinder No. ''6919 A" and "6919 B'', 
which has been issued to take the place of its 
immediate predecessor, the Bantam Gold 
Mine. 

In the case of the ld. value, the stamps 
themselves show no particular changes from 
the printings which have been on sale for the 

last year, and. apart from shade differences, 
are the same m colour, design and format 
( 18 x 22 mm.) as the previ·ous issues The 
n~ultiple Sp.ringbok's head watermark i~ up
nght, No. 1 stamp on the sheet is inscribed 
as before, in English and the four figure sheet 
numbers a:r:e printed in r_ed in the upper and 
lo'Y'er portions of the right hand margins. 
W 1th the return to the 240 stamp setting, the 
arrows at the top and bottom of the sheet are 
b~c~. again to their central position for equal 
d1v1s1on of the sheet, and as a matter of in
terest, the ."narrow row"-caused by the per
forator adJustment--appears in row No. 10 
of those Fheets so far examined. 

It is of particular interest to note that the 
''smoke trail'' across the sun rays, which has 
shown up on the fifth stamp of row No. 2 as 
a. diap~sitive variety on all the ld. printings 
\mcludmg the 180 stamp sheets) since the bi
lmgual layout wa8 first changed in 1947 with 
Cylinder 5 Int. and 2 Ext., has appeared c1gain 
in this latest production. 

The new Hd., printing with inscribed 
Cylinder Nos., is a reversion to the 22 x 18 
mm. format and "Small" mine design which 
was on sale immediately prior to the "Ban
tam'' mine issue. The bilingual setting (No. 
1 stamp in Afrikaans) is unchanged and the 
colour of yell-ow-buff, or g:0ld, and dark slate 
blue is similar to the previous issues of this 
denomination. The watermark is the same as 
befor~ and the red sheet numbers again ap
pear m two places along the bottom margin, 
but the margmal arrows are slightly different 
in the fact that each appears with a series 
of six to seven white horizontal lines drawn 
through the green prongs and producinO' an 
effect which easily distinguishes them from 
any previous printing. . 

None of the flaws of the previous Small mine 
issues app€ar in the new printing and of those 
so far noted, none can be considered as par
ticularly prominent though two or thret:: are 
certainly interesting enough to collect. Mr. J. 
F. Keogh of Heilbron notes that these ld. and 
J M stamps (and incidentally, als•o the current 
~d. typographed issue) were placed on sale at 
that post office on the 20th July and his 
record of the printing varieties is included in 
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the following lists. The items are tabulated in 
the order of Row/Stamp. 

ld. Denoniination. 
No. 1/12 Flaw in top frame line over ''S". 
No. 2/4 White flaw on ''GE'' of "Postage". 
No. 2/5 ''Smoke Trai]" in sun rays. 
No. 9/3 Red spot outside left hand frame 

line. 
No. 11/3 Black dot in numeral of "ld.". 
No. 15/4 Red spot ;on yardarm under top 

pennant. 
No. 18/7 Red mark at bottom frame line 

under "MS". 
No. 18/11 Red mark at outer edge of right 

frame line. 
No. 19 /8 Red spot in sun rays. 
No. 20/11 Red dot in numeral of "ld.". 

Sloping red line from top frame line 
above the first "A" of "Afrika'' to the 
right frame line. 

No. 20/12 Continuation of the red line in 
20/11 from the Jeft hand frame to edge of 
oval. 

Hd. Denomination. 
No. 1/15 Green stroke in background under 

aeroplane. 
No. 3/16 Break in right hand outer frame 
line. 

No. 3/17 Similar flaw to No. 3/16. 
No. 4/19 Half\circle above ''C" in "Africa". 
No. 5/19 Green spot at left of large chim-

ney. 
No. 6/5 The nicks in bottom frame near 

right corner. 
No. 6/6 Flaw between ''FR" and dot after 

"A'' of "Afrika". Green spot in background 
under "I" of ''Afrika". 

No. 7/1 Green sp.ot in background. 
No. 7 /5 Green dot right of small chimney. 
No. 11/2 Small nick middle of right hand 

frame. 

Flaws in the 6d. Razor Blade Booklets 
In addiUon to the two varieties which occur 

in the ld. value, and mentioned in last month's 
"Union Notes," Mr. T. F. Allpass, Johannes
burg, has noted the following constant items 
in the same series and would be glad of any 
information as to their position on the sheet 
prior to cutting up into the booklet size. 

(1) English Inscribed Stamp. Shortened 
left leg in the first ''A" of "Africa". 

(2) Afrikaans Inscribed Stamp. Faint dot 
instead of hyphen. 

Variety in the ld. "Sunset'' Issue 
A letter received from Mr. Allpass showed 

a strip of the rece:nt dark-centred ld. value in 
which the vignettes are out of alignment with 
the frames and producing the effect of a ''new 
moon" at the right hand side of the ovals. 

Varieties in the New ls. Denomination 
Mr. A. H. de Villiers of Pretoria records a 

bluish bleb near the heads of the gnus on 
stamp No. 5 of the 9th row of the current ls. 
brown arrow issue now on sale in most towns 
of the Union. The flaw is located on the left 

hand peak of background mountain range and 
readers who have enquired about the errors 
in this new printing wi11 find the information 
in the following list. 

No. 4/5 "Stop" between "RI" of "Africa." 
No. 5/6 Blue mark near vertical centre of 

right hand inner frame line (vignette side). 
No. 9/5 Bluish blob on left hand mountain 

peak. 
No. 14/5 Sloping line in front of horns of 

rear gtrrn. Blue spot in "F'' of "Africa". 
No. 16/5 Two vertical brown lines through 

"F" of "Africa". 
No. 19 / 4 Blue spot on shoulder of near 

gnu. 
No. 20/5 Damaged flower top left hand cor

ner. 
No. 8/1 "Scar" on shoulder of rear gnu. 

Return of the fd. 240 Setting Rotogravure 
Sheets 

Several correspondents have noted the re
appearance of the M. 240 stamp rotogravure 
sheets in place of the smaller sheets of 180, 
but unlike the new ld. and Hd. issues, ·the ~d'. 
has not yet shown up with inscribed cylinder 
numbers. 

The production is similar to that on sale 
prior to the issue of the smaller sheets in 
May this year, but the small flaws noted in 
several of the frames of the previous printing 
do not appear in this current issue. Moreover, 
the marginal arrows have been redrawn and 
now show a series of fine horizontal lines 
through the prongs in a similar manner t-0 
those on the new Hd. sheets described in a 
previous paragraph. The vignette cylinder is 
evidently the same as before, however, and 
the Springbok with the tagged ear and the 
spot on its nose, which has appeared on stamp 
No. 4 of the 3rd row (No. 1 of the 3rd row in 
the 180 stamp sheets) since the bilingual ar
rangement was changed towards the latter 
part of 1947, is again in evidence in this latest 
issue. 

In connecti-on with these new }d. stamps, 
Mr. de Villiers mentions a slight irregularity 
in the setting of the Springbok's head in the 
bottom row. The first stamp on the left shows 
the horns slightly protruding over the top of 
the centre circle into the green, but the con
dition gradually adjusts itself along the rO\\" 
until, at the 12th stamp, the horns are within 
the circle and a slight gap appears between 
the top horizontal line and the tip of the horns. 

Printings of the Current 2d. Pictorial 
Mr. D. F. Evans, Dorking, England, notes 

that according to the ''Recent Printings" in
formation published from time to time in this 
magazine, there have been three printings of 
the current 2d. pictorial with the following 
cylinder numbers. 
A.-No. 6913 Int., 10 Ext.-Recorded June, 

1945. 
B.-No. 6913 Int., 64 Ext.-Recorded Nov., 

1946. 
C.-No. 8 Int., 21 Ext.-Recorded Feb., 1947. 

He has drawn up a list of the characteristics 
of the three printings as they appear in the 
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items in his p·ossession, but not having facili
ties for studying complete sheets, w9uld be 
glad of confirmation on his observations, 
especially in regard to the features, or differ
ences between the issues denoted as ''B" and 
"C". 

Type A. 
1. Arrows the same as No. 7 in Union 

Standard Catalogue. 
2. Value tablet circle touches upper curve 

of "2". 
3. Dot below first "S" of ''Posseel"; Row 

1/Stamp 1. 
4. Dot in "R" of "Afrika"; Row 1/Stamp l. 
5. Horizontal line through tablet right 

hand scroll; Row 1/Stamp 2. 
6. "Albino line" above ''I" (Africa) top 

frame line; Row 1/No. 2. 
7. Purple dot between inner and outer 

frame above "R" (Afrika); Row 1/No. 
~ 
i), 

8. Broken inner frame, Lower right hand 
side; Row 1/N o. 4. 

Type B. (Also overprinted ''Official.") 
1. Arrows the same as No. 7 Union Stand-

ard Catalogue. · 
2. Circle of value tablet does not touch the 

"2". 
3. Dent in upper frame above ''F" (Af-

1-:ica) ; Row 20/N o. 3. 
4. Dot in "U" (South); Row 20/No. 1. 

Type C. 
1. Arrows similar to No. 8/9 Union Stand

ard Catalogue. 
2. Comparison between the "S's" of 

"South'' in Types A and C show that in 
the former the "S" is much broader. 

Bantam Postage Dues 
The question of the size of the sheets of the 

!d. Bantam Postage Due stamps has been 
raised by Mr. Evans. He notes that in the 
April, 1945, issue of ''The South African Phil
atelist," the information under "Recent Print
ing,s" records that 2,100 sheets of 60 stamps 
per sheet were delivered by the postal authori
ties, but in the H)48 edifom of . the "Rex" 
Catalogue, the size of these postage due sheets 
is given as 360 ( 18x 20) stamps. 

We have not had an opportunity of seeing 
a complete sheet of any of the four denomi
nations of the bantam postage dues and so 
are unable to answer the query, but have ob
served that they appear to have been distribu
ted to the majority of post offices in panes 
of 60 stamps, i.e., 6 x: 10. 

New Post Office Letter Card on Sale 
Following the appearance of the much im

proved Air Letter Form in June this year, 
the postal authorities have now issued a Hd. 
Letter Card, essentially for internal use. It is 
designed on the same Jines, and is of the same 
size as the latest Air Letter Form, but is im
pressed with a 1 ~d. postage stamp and the 
paper is a pale greenish tint in front and 
more deeply greened on the writing portion at 
the back. Small . white lettering covers the 
whole of the back writing portion with the 
words "Union of South Africa-.Letter Card
Unie van Suid-Afrika-Briefkaart." The front 
design, bearing the title, the Union Coat of 
Arms, and the Hd. stamp depicting the 
Union Buildings with the statue of Gemral 
Botha in the foreground, is printed in deep 
claret and the same coliour is used for the 
folding lines and the instructions regarding 
the use of the card. 

Its postage stamp covers conveyance by air 
or surface mail, to destinations withirt the 
Union and South-West Africa, Mocambique1 
Southern Rhodesia, Northern Rhodesia anct 
Nyasaland. The form may also be used for 
correspondence by surface mail with all Com-
monwealth countries and, if additional post
age stamps are affixed, with countries to 
which higher rates of pJstage are applicable. 
It will not be accepted for registration, and 
may not contain enclosures. 

A New :Meter Post Type 
Mr. C. Calitz forwards a N eopost Meter 

Mark, of a type which has not previously been 
illustrated. It came from Wilderness and is 
numbered 484, which cons:derably exceeds 
the 469 recorded by Mr. R. Axer in our May 
issue. 
New 3s. Booklets 

Booklets containing twelve ?id., twelve ld.·, 
and twelve Hd. postage stamps are now on 
sale at the face value of 3s. each. This recent 
a.nnouncement. by the Postmaster General is 
a very welcome one for apart from the dis:
tribution · of the remainder of the ''Razor 
Blade" stock, the public have not had an 'OP~ 
portunity of purchasing Union booklets . since 
1941. 

New Slogans 
Several varieties of slogans have appeared, 

all aiming at raising funds for the world's 
children. The wording and setting,s vary ac
cording as to whether they are fit~ed b con
tinuous machine cancellers or the smgle mark 
cancellers· the size of the lettering may also 
vary in o~e and the same design. 
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Following are varieties so far noted, but 
possibly there are more: 

Single Mark. In two lines, with straight 
lines above, between and below "Gee een dag 
se loon en red 'n kind/Help Unac save the 
world's children.'' Also, similarly arranged, 
wording as in (a) below. 

Continuo'w, Marks. In two lines bet\veen 
alternate circles or squares, 

(a) "Give one day's/pay and save a child" 
"Steun di~ V.V./Kindersfonds vandag." 

(b) "Gee eoo <lag se/loon en red 'n kind" 
''Help Unac save the world's children." 

Mail for Marion Island 
O\\ing to damage done recently by gales 

and loss of stores, communications are being
re-opened sooner than was exp.::cted. 
H.M.S.A.S. Bloemfontein left Durban on 17th 
August with a relief party and carried mails, 
calling at Port Elizabeth for stores and per
sonel, however, before finally leaving the 
mainland. The Bloem/ ontein returned to Port 
Elizabeth on 3rd September, \Vith mail. 

New Stamps for Old 
The first move towards getting a new gen

eral issue of stamps has been taken. Their de
signing is being thrown open to world-wide 
competition and £1,200 has been authorised as 
prize money for accepted designs. 

A committee has been appointed to draw up 
the rules for the competition and to act as 
judges on designs submitted, the details will 
be gazetted shortly. The committee consists of 
two representatives of the Post Office, one of 
the Government Printer, Prof. E. Roworth, 
Director of the National Art Gallery, Cape 
Town, Mr. P. A. Hendriks of the Mumcipal 
Art Gallery, Johannesburg, and Dr. J. H. 
Harvey Pirie, representing the Philatelic Fed
eration of Southern Africa. 

The new issue will consist of 12 denomina
tions, a 9d. stamp being added to the present 
series of eleven. The M. and ld. will be of 
the present size, others will be the 'Size of the 
present 2d. The ~d. ld. and 3d. must be pre
dominantly green, red and blue in colour re
spectively, to meet U.P.U regulations; in the 
case of the other denominations no prescribed 
colour or colours are laid down. 

,v.N.S. 

* 
GOLD COAST 

The new pictorial set, 12 values, ;d. to 10s., 
was issued on 1st July. They are attractive 
stamps with very varied designs • and the 
King''S head in a small oval vignette. Inci
dentally how much more attractive he 
appears in these minus the crown suspended 
in mid-air above his head in recent British 
stamps. Can it not be realised that a crown, 

'if it is to appear at all, should be on the 
head, and then only if full Royal regalia is 
worn? 

AUSTRALIA 
The High Commissioner for Australia an

nounces that on 12th July there will have been 
put on sale a 2M. stamp honouring William 
James Farrer whose pioneer research work 
on wheat breeding was responsible for pro
ducing varieties r•esistant to drought and dis
ease and giving marked improvement in yield 
and quality of flour. 

Australia owes much to him for putting her 
in the forefront of the wheat producers of 
the world. 

This stamp was issued as announced, and 
we are indebted to Mr. W. Yeoman, of the 
Pacific Stamp Supply, Sandringham Street, 
Victoria, for a first-day cover. 

The stamp bears Farrer's portrait, is in 
vertical format, red in colour, perf. 17 x 15, 
and will be on sale for three months. 

The July issue of the "Australian Stamp 
Monthly" figures and describes an "A.I.F." 
overprint on K.G. V M. and ld. stamps in 
letters 5~ mm. high. The specialised Rosen
blum catalogue refers to ~d. stamps with a 
similar overprint 8 mm. high which had passed 
through an Army P.O. in Belgium in 1919, 
but these new items have not been previously 
described. Two covers have turned up with 
these stamps on them, uncancelled, the en
velopes having printed inscriptions of the 
Orient line of steamers. One has an A.I.F. 
censor mark; the other is uncensored but has 
a South African 2M. stamp postmarked 12 
Jan. 17 at Pietermaritzburg. 

Can any reader throw any light on them? 

For 

CLASSIC ISSUES 
Write to 

DOUGLAS 
ROTH, 

B.P.A. 

c/o Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd., 
Adderley Street, 

Cape Town· 

Mr. Roth has brought to South Africa 
one of the finest stocks of classic 
stamps ever brought into the country. 
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The Editor, "S.A. Philatelist" 
WHY THE D? 

Sir,-No, I am not motivat~d by a de~ire 
to vituperate but, as I abo?111;ate anJ'.'thmg 
which tends to desecrate Kmg s English, 1 
wish to expostulate against two words which 
are being insinuated in philatelic literature, 
viz., HYPHENATED and UNHYPHENATED, 
and which seem likely to be perpetuated and 
widely disseminated through your. \\~ell-circ~
lated journal, unless they are ehmmated rn 
the immediate future. 

I have investigated widely in an attempt 
to discover who first perpetrated this sole
cism and, as hyphenated occurs in a1;1 early 
edition of the S.G. Catalogue I am disposed 
to believe that it originated there. Whence 
unhyphenated emanated I am unable to de
monstrate. 

In an attempt to enumerate the aggregate 
of English words which terminate in the suf
fix -ATE I calculate that a figure somewhat 
in excess of 600 is a moderate estimate. 

Now according to the principles formulated 
by grammarians to regulate the formation of 
compound words, by affixing -ate to a noun 
there eventuates a word to indicate having 
the quality or object named, e.g., passionate, 
fortunate. As appropriate to the present de
bate the word imperforate will operate. 

Further, in forming a compound word an 
agglomerate of prefix, root and suffix of dis
parate languages is not legitimate. Accord
ingly, as hyphen is Greek, the alternate to 
hyphenate is anhyphenate. The prefix un
being English, its Greek equivalent is an-. 
There culminate therefore the adjectives 
hyphenate and anhyphenate which are both 
accurate and adequate. 

There is nothing intricate in this process; 
but, as a complicated undertaking, just con
template the job of conjugating a verb to 
unhyphenate and you will appreciate how in
appropriate is the attempt to justify such a 
conglomerate. 

If therefore you will kindly cogitate over 
the matter I anticipate that you will co
operate in an endeavour to obviate the possi
bility that even an undergraduate might as
severate that philatelists are illiterate, or at 
least not well educated. Thus with your blue 
pencil you could absquatulate (much better 
word than eliminate, expurgate or even anni
hilate: what?) that d-d D wherever it per
meates any article communicated to you for 
publication. 

It may be interesting to observe that about 
90 per cent. of the words ending in -ate are 
verbs; the others mainly adjectives; the re
mainder nouns; and a few may be either both 
or all three of these parts of speech, e.g., 
intimate. In the written form there is nothing 
to discriminate the parts of speech, but in 
articulate speech verbs of three or more syl
lables are accentuated on the antepenultimate -

with the suffix enunciated as spelt. The ad
jectives and nouns might terminate without 
the final -e, so far as their pronunciation goes. 
-Yours, etc., W. J. PLOWS. 

[The absquatulation Mr. Plows suggests we 
undertake would indeed be a labour of Her
cules, but without the prospect of success 
which that gentleman attained. Without 
claiming to be grammarians, we may admit 
that the writer's postulate is correct, if by 
correct is meant following the general rule. 

But, we would ask him, does a language 
grow and develop according to fixed gram
matical rules or principles, or are these rules 
and principles not merely culled from what 
happens in most cases? The latter, we fancy. 
When new words are formed, the tendency is, 
if possible (we may leave aside jaw-breaking 
chemical compounds and such like), to use 
something that comes easily to the tongue, 
not necessarily to follow majority rule. 

Mr. Plows quotes "imperforate" as appro
priate to his argument. We agree it is not 
a hybrid in derivation and is therefore "cor
rect" in following the general rule. It also 
comes easy to the tongue, and we commonly 
speak of "imperforate" stamps. But when 
we refer to stamps with perforations do we 
not, nine times out of ten, say "a perforated 
stamp rather than "a perforate stamp? So 
what the D? 

So with ''hyphenated" and "unhyphenated"; 
they trip more lightly than "hyphenate" and 
"anhyphenate" and we think will remain en
shrined in that illogical language, English, 
despite the efforts of sticklers for gramma
tical purity. To conjugate the verb "to un
hyphenate" is, ,ve agree, an absurdity; never
theless, we feel that its past participle, used 
as an adjective, like many another past par
ticiple, has come to stay, and we do not feel 
called upon to absquatulate it. In conclusion 
we may remark that the Oxford English Dic
tionary does not mention HYPHEN ATE; it 
does give HYPHEN ~TED, stating it to be 
the U.S.A. equivalent of HYPHENED. So 
what?-Ed.] 

* EGYPT 
It does not need much excuse for new 

stamps here. The latest are (a) a tall 10 
mils green stamp, featuring a long column 
of marching troops, issued on 15th June in 
honour of the first Egyptian victory on Pales
tinian territory at Gaza; (b) stamps over
printed "Palestine" in Arab~c and French. 
These are not valid on correspondence posted 
in Egypt, only in occupied territory. 

)f,. 

ISRAEL 
''Stamp Collecting" reports six new stamps 

( 5, 10 and 25 mils), all with the same ba~i1'. 
design, a map of Palestine as divided by the 
partition plan into Arab and Jewish areas. 
Over this the words Israel Post and the value 
are surcharged in black. Three stamps have 
the words together at the bottom, in three 
( otherwise identical) the s·uperscriptiun is 

divided, post at the top, value at the bottom. 
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SOUTH WEST 
THE I 9 3 I PICTORIAL 

By W. H. BOTTOMLY 

STAMPS 

(Communicated before the Pretoria Philatelic Society) 

,Jlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllflllllllll111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111Ulllllllllllllllll111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111Ulllllflllllllllllllllll1:': 

These stamps were engraved and printed 
by Messrs. Bradbury Wilkinson & Co. Ltd., 
New Malden, Surrey, England. This pic
torial issue followed a long series (1923 to 
1931, of overprinted •stamps of the Union 
of South Africa, there being no less than 
5 different types of overpr!nts on the King 
George V and pictorial issues, of great in
terest to collectors and highly priced to-day. 
South-West Africa was then a new country 
for collectors and the overprinted stamps 
became very popular. 

When the new pictorial stamp issue was 
proposed, the designs were put out to com
petition, but in the end only two of the de
signs submitted were used for the new issue, 
viz. for the ld. and ½d. stamps. 

The general scheme for the design of the 
stamps was to make them as representative 
as possible of the whole of the mandated . 
territory. I have often felt that the brief 
note given in the catalogues of the various 
stamps, such as "Kaffi1· Huts", "Bogenfels", 
etc., does not convey much to the average 
collector, a:nd I· will endeavour in this talk to 
supplement the .informaiton given in the 
catalogue, trusting that after I have finished 
you will have obtained a better idea of the 
country where the stamps are issm:d, and 
the subjects they picture. 

I think it better to s~art with the £J 
the highest value, which shows the Okuwa~ 
haken Falls on the Kunene River, represent
ative of the most northerly part of the terri
tory. The design itself was taken from a 
photograph. At the time the stamp was 
issued the falls were situated in the disputed 
zone between Ovamboland, the most norther
ly territory of South-West Africa, and Por
tuguese West Africa, better known as An
gola. ,This zone was a bone of contention be
tween the Portuguese Government and thP 
Union Government as the boundary was geo
graphical only. Owing to the valuable water 
rights involved the dispute was eventually 
decided by a Commission who awarded the 
territory to the Portuguese. 

Th~ falls are not . normally large, about 
the size of the Howick Falls in Natal, al
though, of course, during the rainy season 
they deal with a large volume of water. I 
doubt whether it would be possible to get 
anywhere near the falls during the rainy 
season to take a photograph. I visited this 
northern territory in 1916-17 and had a good 
?PP?rtun~ty to see, the country and study 
its mhabitants. I may say at this stage that 

the country is reserved to the various tribes 
of the Ovambos who then, and sti.ll do, like 
a very primitive life. The whole territory 
is a forbidden land for Europeans and is 
closed off at the two border posts of Okau
kweje and Namuteni. All travel northwards 
from these points is governed by permit and 
unless one has a very good reason for visit
ing the territory permits are not granted. 
The country beyond these points forms one 
of the finest game reserves in Africa until 
the inhabited portion of- Ovamboland is 
reached. The only white official residents in 
Ovamboland are the Native Commissioner 
and small staff who guide the Natives in the 
whole of the territory. The Ovambos have 
always exercised their own discipline throug·h 
their chiefs and headmen, and the Native 
Commissioner is there to help and assist 
in an advisory capacity only. This native 
territory contains no general stores, has no 
currency as we know it, no taxes or con
trols, certainly no building or housing con
trols. The women wear a quaint long head
dress, quite different from that of our own 
native territories. Some of the huts are 
built in the nature of a large thatched um
brella and most of them are stockaded. I 
will put up a few photographs showing the 
method of hut building, nature of the coun
try and views of the country aft.er rain fall, 
which is usually very heavy in the summer 
season. Owing to the flat nature of the 
country practically all the water lies around 
for a long time making transport very diffi
cult. 

I am afraid that time will not permit. me 
to talk any longer on this one stamp, but 
I may say in conclusion that owing to the 
nature of the award given on the disputed 
zones, we have to-day the position where the 
highest value stamp of this country depicts 
scenery· in a friendly neighbouring foreign 
territory. 

\Ve can now pass on to the 10s. value, 
which depicts the "Welwitschia" plant. This 
design was also taken from a photograph. 
The plant is a succulent only found in one 
part of the territory, viz., the Kaokoveld, 
which is on the west coast. This territory 
is the country adjoining- that known as the 
"Skeleton Coast". Most of you will have 
read Marsh's book dealing with these parts. 
It is one of the largest succulents known 
and very rare, so much so that the South
W est African Protectorate Government has 
protected it and a fine of £50 is imposed on 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

September, 1948. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 151 

anyone damaging or removing the plants. 
Apart from the leaves the plant is a weird 
looking object and one could be seen at the 
last horticultural show held in Pretoria. It 
·was in the exhibit made by the Zoological 
Gardens and this would appear to have been 
the right place to exhibit it as without the 
leaves it looks like nothing better than two 
pieces of elephant hide sewn together at one 
spot. The plant itself was named after Dr. 
Frederick \·\1 elwitsch, who discovered it. A 
short article on this plant was in the "Sunday 
Times" a short while ago and I will hand 
it in for p•erusal by anyone who did not see 
it at that time. These two stamps, the £1 
and 10s., cover more or less the little-known 
portions of the territory and we will now 
get a little nearer civilisation with the 5s. 

The 5s. stamp design is also taken from 
a photograph. It shows a true native werf 
of huts as built by the natives in that area. 
Judging by my experience in the country 
I would say that it had been built by natives 
of the Herero tribe; the huts are very well 
built and show a great improvement on the 
primitive building of the Ovambos. It must 
also be remembered that we are back in 
civilised country again. The J>hotograph 
was taken near Korub, which, as most of 
you will remember. was the scene of the 
surrender of the German Forces in South
W est Africa in 1915. On this occasion the 
German Forces were at a range of koppies 
in a very strong position; the main South 
African forces, under General Lukin, with 
General Botha, the Commander-in-Chief, were 
at Otavifontein some distance away. Another 
force under General Britz had moved out 
of Otjiwarongo, gone west through Outjo 
and Okaukuejo, making for Namutoni in the 
German rear, and another force under Gene
ral Myburgh had turned east making for 
Grootfontein and Tsumeb with the same idea. 
It was at Korub that General Frank,e asked 
General Botha for an armistice, and some
thing occurred here that, although it does 
not deal with stamps, is still inter~sting in 
the telecommunication line. I think I could 
explain it better by T•eading at this stage an 
extract from Lt.-Col. H. F. Trew's book, 
"Botha Treks". 

"Korab Camp looked a very tough nut to 
crack. From whatever direction our troops 
approached it, they had to advance across 
open plain without a vestige of cover. We 
both agre-ed that it was going to cost many 
lives before it could be successfully assaulted 
Next day \Ve heard to our astonishment that 
Von Franke had sent in asking for a con
ference the following morning at Kilometre 
500 on the railway. 

"The General left the Otavi Barra(:ks, 
where we were quartered early next morning. 
taking with him only Colonel Collyer and 
two of his personal staff. As he was g•etting 
into the car he noticed one of the officers 
with a camera, ond ordered him to leave it 
behind, saying: 'I have been in the same 
position as Colonel von Frank.a myself, and 

I know how much I disliked the English 
officers snapping their cameras at. me.' 

"As to what occurred at that conference, 
I have only heard at third hand, but I be
lieve this is substantially correct. The Ger
mans arrived at kilometre 500 in a train 
flying the white flag. The conference took 
place under a tent fly pitched near the line. 

"The General appealed to Franke to sur
r,ender as he was already surrounded and 
further bloodshed would be useless. Von 
Franke apparently did not realise that Brits 
and Myburgh had got right round in his 
rear. General Botha told him that he would 
be much surprised if that morning Brits did 
not reach N amutoni and Myburgh Tsumeb. 

"As they were talking Myburgh had just 
entered Tsumeb and Brits was in Namutoni 
before the conference ended. Von Franke 
appeared very impressed, and asked for an 
armistice to draw up terms of peace which 
would be submittad at a subsequent meeting. 

"General Botha said he would grant the 
armistice, but that, as he was out of touch 
with the forces in Franke's rear, he could 
not bind them. Von Franke then announced 
that a telephone line from Otavifontain ran 
to both places passing through his camp at 
Korab. Part of the line had been disman
tled, but he would have it in working order 
by 8 p.m. that evening, and if the General 
telephoned he would see that he was put 
through to both places in succession. 

"Just before 8 p.m. that ewning, the 
General walked across the barrack square 
to the room in which the telephone was situ
ated. He was accompanied by his A.D.C. 
Major Louis Esselen. As they reached the 
door the latter said to the General: 'You 
won't be able to say anything confidential 
to Myburgh or Brits because Von Franke 
is bound to have someone tapping the line 
who speaks both English and Dutch.' 

"As a matter of fact the General did have 
something confidential to say, he wished to 
warn them both not to be caught off their 
guard because of the armistice. and he wanted 
to ascertain how they stood with regards 
to supplies. 

"Esselen rang up and was put through to 
Namutoni. and asked for General Brits. When 
he heard the latter on the line he handed the 
instrument over to General Botha. When 
conversation started, Esselen at first looked 
surprised, and then smiled, for the General 
was talking Zulu, a language Brits under
stood. At the finish of the conv1;rsation, 
Esselen got through to the telephone and 
asked for Myburgh. When the latter was 
ewmtually brought to the telephone the en
suing- talk again took place in the Zulu 
language, with which Myburgh was very 
conversant. 

"At the end of the discU'ssion General Botha 
hung up the instrument, and with a quiet 
smile remarked to his A.D.C.: 'I think I have 
burst up old Franke.' 

"What an extraordinary happ,ening: a 
Commander-in-Chief conveying hIS instruc-
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tions to two generals, all wearing British staff 
uniforms, in the language of the savage. 

"I have often laughed when thinking of 
the scene in the German camp at Korab that 
evening. The efficient German operator, un
derstanding both English and Dutch, waiting 
for the conversation to begin, with Von 
Franke at his side. The beginning of the 
talk, and a look of bewilderment coming over 
the face of the gentleman tapping in, and 
his burred explanation to his impatient O.C. 
'They talk a strange language, it is all hisses 
and clicks.'" 

So, perhaps, if that was the case, the 
choosing of a native subject for this 5s. value 
stamp was not a bad choice. The occasion 
is now commemorated by means of a bronze 
plaque giving a description of the surrender, 
mounted on the large tree near the spot 
where it occurred. 

The 2s. 6d. value shows a view .of Zebra 
and Wildebeeste at a drinking pool outside 
N amutoni, 4 or 5 miles distant on th2 way 
to the Etosha Pan. It is also taken from a 
photograph and depicts the wild life of this 
part of the country, which is a boundary of 
the game reserve in South-West Africa. The 
German Government had built a fort at Na
mutoni and this was the terminal of the tele
phone line on that side of the country. Now, 
of course, the Native Commissioner in Ovam
boland is connected by radio-telephone with 
his outposts, also with the Kaokoveld, Wind
hoek and other places and things are much 
easier than in the old days when a runner 
had to be employed. Unless one has been 
in the territory you could never imagine the 
extent of the game herds when they are 
trekking. They have the whole country from 
the Bechuanaland Border to the west coast 
to move in safety and wildebeeste, zebra, etc. 
are ther,e in their tens of thousands. There 
are also lots of lions and other wild animals. 

(To be continued) 

* * * 
U.S.A. 

The American philatelic press is raging 
furiously against the ever increasing flood of 
commemoratives, and more particularly 
against Congress for instructing the P.M.G. 
to make immediate issues, after the latter's 
programme for the year had been announced. 

A writer in "Stamps" says that Congress, 
urged on by a heterogeneous ass-ortment of 
pressure-groups, has embarked perhaps un
wittingly, on a programme of collector exploi
tation which is fast making the U.S. Govern
ment a laughing stock wherever serious phil
ately is discussed. Many serious collectors 
may close their albums in disgust. 

Our sympathies go out to them, but at 3c 
or 5c a time their lot is not so bad as the un
fortunate collectors of British Colonials the·se 
days. The primary purpose of postage stamps 
seems to be almost forgotten-to pay postage; 
raising funds from collectors seems now to 
be more important. Well, collectors have the 
r~medy in their own hands: nerh:'..:)S sometime 

they will come to the conclusion that there 
really is not much fun in collecting things 
that are just manufactured for them to col
lect. 

The latest arrivals are (a) the 5c air stamp 
honouring the Golden Jubilee of Greater New 
York City, issued on 31st July; (b) a 3c stamp 
honouring 100 years progress of women, 
issued on 19th July; it features heads of Eli
zabeth Stanton, Carrie C. Catt and Lucretia 
Mott. Thanks t<> Mr. George H. Camp for 
-special first day covers. 

NETHERLANDS 
From a correspondent in Holland it is 

learnt that two stamps, one for 10 cents and 
one for 20 cents, will be i•ssued on August 
31st in honour of Queen Wilhelmina's golden 
jubilee. 

These stamps show the Queen's head with 
"N ederlaud" at the top and the value along 
the bottom margin. The design is a large 
upright one containing in addition to the 
above the dates 1898-1948: the stamps will 
be ,on sale for one month. 

Very early in September two values of the 
new series showing Princess Juliana as Queen 
will be put on sale. The design will com
prise a front face portrait of the new Queen 
within an up-ended square supported by heral
dic lions and the name of the country at the 
top and the value below. 

We have received a cover with a special 
postmark "10th Int. Congr. of Philosophy/ 
11-18 Aug. 1948/ Amsterdam." It also in
cludes the Amsterdam coat of arms. At first 
glance it ,vas mistaken for a Congress of Phil
ately mark.-J.W.S. 

SOUTH AFRICAN STUDY CIRCLE 
We have received particulars of the forma

tion in Britain of a South African Collectors' 
Society, it being a club and study circle for 
collectors of South African stamps. 

They propose having a monthly bulletin 
and the issue of the "S.A. PhilateUst" to 
members, an exchange packet and a new 
issue service. The Secretary is Mr. C. E. 
Sherwood, 105 Marford Crescent, Sale, Ches
hire, England. 

Our best wishes for their success. 

PAKISTAN 
The Pakistan Philatelic Bureau, Karachi, 

informs us that a set of 4 stamps are to be 
issued shortly in celebration of the independ
ence of the state; they are being printed by 
Messrs. De La Rue & Co., London. The stamps 
are: Ha, blue with illustration of the Con
stituent Assembly; 2fa, green featuring Ka
rachi airport; 3fa, sepia with the gate of La
hore fort; 1 R, motif a Star and Crescent 
with leaf pattern in Saracenic style. 

EXCHANGE WANTED 
Mr. R. W. Strain, of 408 East College, 

Athens, Texas, U.S.A., a graduating senior in 
the Texas Technological College, would like 
to exchan,!!e U.S.A. for Union. 
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I want to buy 
Greece, 1861 -1882; Large Heads ; 
Anyone having any of these for disposal, please write to me. 

Current Superb Used British Africans Now Available: 

Nyasaland, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
N. Rhodesia, Complete Sets, at ..... . 
S. Rhodesia, Complete Sets at ............. . 
Kenya, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seyc.helles, Complete Sets at ................. . 
Mauritius, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Zanzibar, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Nigeria, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Gambia, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sierra Leone, Complete Sets at ............... . 
Gold Coast, Complete Sets, at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ascension, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Basutoland, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Ilechua.naland, Complete Sets 1at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Swaziland, Complete Sets• at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
St. Helena, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
Aden, Complete Sets at ................... . 
Somaliland, Complete Sets at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
"Royal Visit," Complete Sets, 26 vahws, mint 10/0, used 
l{enya, Short Sets, 1 cent to 1/0, at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

50/0 
52/6 
20/0 
52/6 
30/0 
35/0 
35/0 
17/6 
35/0 
52/6 
27/6 
27/6 
25/0 
25/0 
25/0 
27/6 
40/0 
30/0 
12/6 
1/3 

4½d. 
2/9 

S. Rhodesia, "Royal Tour," F.D.C., at . . . . . . . . . . . . 
0 0lympic Games," F.D.C., at . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Nyasaland, obsolete Leopards, Complete Sets, 18 values, mint 

85/0, used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95/0 
C.C. "Peace" Sets Complete, Mint at 30/0, used at . . . . . . . . . . 40/0 
British West Indies: All high value'S of current issues available at 33% 

over face value for superb used. 

ALL SUBJECT UNSOLD - POSTAGE EXTRA - CASH WITH ORDER 

Bankers: 
The Standard Bank of South Africa, Ltd., Blantyre, Nyasaland. 

The National Provincial Bank, Ltd., 66 Trafalgar Square, London, W.C2, 
England. 

Write to: T • M C M I C KI NG , (P.T.B., B.P.A., F.R.G.S) 

Cholo, Nyasaland, British Central Africa. 
Retail Price List Sent Free on 1Application 
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THE "MULTIPLE COMB" 
PERFORATOR. 

A letter recently received from a collector 
in Grahamstown, Mr. S. C. Chantler, drew at
tention to a missing perforation in the pre
sent Union 2d. issue (S.G. 107-Greenish Grey 
and Violet) and the position of the variety 
was given a:s occurring in the right-hand mar
gin of the top row and also in a lower por
tion of the sheet on the same side. The de
fect was stated as having been present on a 
number of sheets available jn Hermanus at 
a time when the 2d. was appearing in a par
ticularly bright shade of violet. 

A subsequent examination .of a sheet of 
this value, purchased on the Reef towards 
the latter part of 1946, showed that the 
variety must have been constant throughout 
the printing of that particular batch of 
stamps and the missing perforation occurred 
at what would have been the tenth hole down 
(not counting the corner perf.) in the right
hand margin of Row No. 1-Stamp 6, and 
again at Row No. 12-Stamp 6. The variety, 
it is worthy of note, does not appear in later 
sheets of the 'Same denomination which were 
printed with the frames in a much deeper 
shade ,of violet and purchased in the early 
part of 1947. 

It is evident that one of the punches in the 
perforating equipment wa1s not functioning 
at the time when the printing of the sheets 
with the! missing- perf. was being carried ,out, 
and as a matter of interest to those who are 
not acquainted with the Rotogravure process 
at the Union Government Printing Works, it 
may be explained that the reason for the 
duplication of the defect in the 12th row is 
due to the perf orator on the particular ma
chine used for these stamps being of the 
"multiple comb" type, which in this case, 
perforates a group of eleven rows at each 
beat. A sheet of the current 2d. denomina
tion consists of 20 rows of stamps with a 
blank space-equal to the size of the stamp
at the top and bottom of the 'Sheet. The total 
number of rows per sheet is thus 22 in all, 
and as the roll of paper, on which the stamps 
have been printed, passes through the ma
chine, each beat of the eleven-row perforator 
operates over a section equivalent to half the 
length of a sheet, though not necessarily al
ways in any specific half, such as the top or 
bottom portion, so called by reason of the 
centre dividing arrows in the lateral mar
gins. Hence a perforation variety caused by 
a defective punch failing to function correctly 
in any one row, must be repeated again at 
the eleventh row further on in the line of 
travel of the sheet through the machine. 

The point on a sheet at which the perfora
tions of one beat join up with th01se preced
ing it is generally indicated by the slight 
overlap which occurs at the junction of the 
two groups and shows up in the form of an 
oval, or very often a figure "8" hole. In 
those denominations, such as the current !'d., 
1d. and 2d. values, designed with the side of 

'Stamp lying parallel to the length of the 
sheet, the enlarged holes will be found at the 
bottom corners of a row of stamps which are 
slightly smaller between the top and bottom 
perfs. than those in the adjoining rows, and 
thi's diff e;rence in measurement is due to, and 
is in effect, the amount of the overlap. For 
a denomination printed with the side ,of the 
stamp lying parallel to the width, or shorter 
axis, of the sheet, such as the present 1 ~d. 
iS'sue, the junction of the perforation groups 
occurs at the left-hand side of that row of 
stamps, which by reason of any .overlap, is 
smaller in its measurement between the 'Side 
perfs. Where no overlap is present then the 
junction of the two groups is not quite so 
easy to determine, but can generally be 
found by .a close examination. 

In numerous cases the overlap of the perf s. 
will be found at the centre line of the, sheet, 
but as mentioned earlier, the perforator need 
not necessarily always be operating over the 
same particular 'Section of a sheet. In con
sequence, therefore, where the overlap shows 
up at some other row than the centre one, 
it will be found occurring again, to more or 
less the same degree, at another point eleven 
rows distant from the first. 

Thjs overlapping of the perforations is due 
to the necessary adjustment, which must 
automatically take place in the action of the 
perforator, to ensure the pins continually 
falling on the narrow gutter spacing between 
the stamps when it happens that the overall 
length of the printed portion of the sheet 
differs slightly from that Standard measure
ment for which the multiple perforator was 
designed. For it must be evident that the 
number ,of variable technical factors which 
can arise in the rotogravure process of print
ing the 'Stamps, such as, for instance, paper 
texture, thickness and shrinkage and the 
necessity of ensuring that the diameter of 
the cylinders is within a few thousands of an 
inch of a ·standard dimension, make it prac
tically impossible to consistently produce 
sheets of stamps of exactly the same overall 
length. 

It follows then, that since the spacing of 
the perforating pins in their permane\ntly 
fixed setting of eleven complete rows cannot 
be altered to align with the slightly narrower 
gutters of a batch of sheets, the printed por
tion of which is, ·say, U 1 millimetres shorter 
than the Standard overall length, it becomes 
necessary to employ the alternative method 
of altering the mechan;cal action of the per
forator in its relation to the speed .of travel 
of the paper through the printing machine. 
This can be done by an adjustment t-0 the 
timing of the perforator so that in its opera
tion of making two beats per sheet, the second 
beat will follow the first slightly quicker than 
would be required in the case of sheets of 
stamps coming through the machine at the 
Standard length and having gutters of the 
normal width. By this adjustment to the 
timing, a 'Slight overlap is produced which 
causes the adjoining row of stamps to be 
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smaller between perfs., and we thus get the 
"narrow row," but the creepage and conse
quent misalignment of the perforations, 
which would otherwise take place as the roll 
of printed stamps travelled through the 
machme, is thereby avoided. 

It should be mentioned that there is an
other rotary printing machine in the Govern
ment Printing Works which operates with a 
"single comb" perforator and therefo1:e all 
sheets of Union stamps examined need not be 
expected to show the perforatiion conditions 
resulting from the use of the "multiple comb" 
equipment. But because of its much greater 
speed in printing, the machine employing the 
latter device is probably used for the major
ity of the postage stamps and therefore the 
"'narrow row" is more often present than not. 

It is hoped that the foregoing general notes 
will assist in explaining a number of those 
points on perforations which often prove so 
puzzling to new collectors of Unions and for 
further information on this subject reference 
should be made to other articles which have 
appeared from time to time in the pages of 
this magazine. 

W. N. SHEFFIELD. 

* * * GREAT BRITAIN 
The 1948 Olympiad has come and gone. 

Numerous firms, etc., had •special covers for 
the occasion and at the Wembley Stadium 
there was a special cancellor with the five in
ternational rings, the Olympic badge. 

The special stamps were issued on the 
opening day, July 29th, all featuring the 
badge in one way or another. Our impres
sion of them is that the ls. is good, the 3d. 
would have been excellent had it not been 
for the crown perched in mid-air ahove the 
King's head; the 2M. and the 6d. are, well, 
just stamps. There was also a special Air 
Mail Letter Card issued, the 6d. stamp on it 
being of the same design as in the postage 
stamp set. 

Thanks to "Stamp Collecting," M'ss N. 
Campbell, Messrs. E. Hunt, J. A. L. Franks, 
P. H. Robbs, H. Davidson, C. Drewe and Col. 
G. Crouch for covers. 

MALTA 
We are informed by the British Institute 

Philatelic Association-the only Philatelic As
sociati:on in Malta-that they are preparing a 
Handbook on the Stamps of Malta and would 
welcome correspondence from anyone inter
ested in Maltese stamps and prepared to as
sist with contributions and suggestions. 

Write to the President, Mr. C. J. Whelpdale, 
c/o British Institute, Valetta, Malta. 

BELGIAN CONGO 
''Le Philateliste Belge'' reports the interest

ing occurrence of Paquebot cancellations on 
mails coming across Lake Tanganyika from 
Kigoma, the terminus of the Tanganyika Ter
ritory Central Railway. 

10/- LEEWARD ISLANDS 
WARNING 

If you get used specimens of the current 
10s. Leeward Islands, green and red/green, 
on cover or on piece be very careful in trying 
to soak them off. We have been shown two 
specimens which had been immersed in water 
and the impression of the headplate had com
pletely disappeared. 

FRANCE 
Still they come. An 18 fr stamp in July for 

the centenary of the death of F. Rene, Vis
count Chateaubriand. On 18th June a 6 plus 
4 fr. in connection with the 1st International 
B.C.G. Congress, with a portrait of Dr. A. 
Calmette, the discoverer of that famous vac
cine for the prevention of tuberculosis. New 
varieties of "Mariannes'' are foreshadowed, 
also a "Leclerc" stamp. 

AUSTRIA 
A beautiful set of ten semi-postals has been 

issued, the surtaxes to provide funds for the 
fight against tuberculosis. They feature 
flowers and are presented in three colours, 
the basic designs being engraved and recess 
printed while the colouring is applied in two 
colours in typography. 

Another semi-postal set has been announced 
as to appear this month, eight values to as
sist in the reconstruction of Salzburg 
Cathedral. 

valuable collection of Dispersing a 

BRITISII c~oLONIAI..JS 
The 19th century portion at approximately one-third catalogue and the later issues 

one-half catalogue. 
Applicants for approvals will receive my personal and prompt attention. 

REFERENCES PLEASE. 

J. BI RD, 
116, HIGHLANDS HEATH, LONDON, S.W.15., GREAT BRITAIN. 
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.. rhe Status of the Mafeking Siege Stamps 
FACTS ABOUT A FASCINATING AND CLASSIC ISSUE 

By Dr. K. FREUND 

(Continued from p. 122 of July issue) 

3.. THE RATES FOR "ABROAD" MAIL 

Even the postage rates for letters which 
went broad to various parts of the count~y 
or to England, have come in for a certam 
amount of criticism. These rates were fixed, 
as we saw in the Notice of 22nd_March,,1900 
(cited p. 127), at 6d .. per -} orz. via the South 
and ls. per -} oz. via: the. ~ ort~. . 

It appears that some critics, m th_eir t~n
dency to condemn anythin&' in ~onnect101: with 
the Mafeking issue but with little kno"\\ ledge 
of the true facts, have considered these rates 
unnecessarily high. A few explanatory re
marks are therefore necessary. 

A simple calculation discloses that far fro~11 
affording any profit, the rates were not :~ 
the least sufficient to cover the fees of £2a 
which had to be paid to the runners for every 
trip. Even if one considers that batches often 
contained up to. 100 letter~ e~ch, the 6d. and 
ls. rate respectively, multiph~d by on~ hun
dred, could procure but a mmor portion of 
these high runner fees. 

One must remember also that an additional 
aggravating debit item for the militaq autho
rities was the cost of the stamps which t~ey 
had bought at face value from the local crv1l 
post office. As we shall see in a later chap
ter dealing with the stamps, as much as one
third of the postage, in some casE:s even. a 
half represented the actual cost price which 
the' authorities had paid themselves when 
purchasing the stamps. 

One may ask: What, then, induced the 
authorities to decide on just th_ese r~tes a1:id 
what made the whole scheme, m spite of 1t, 
feasible? 

First of all, there were several factors 
which helped to increase the revenue to some 
extent: · h 

(1) In quite a number o{ cases, the wei~ t 
of letters was more than :! oz., thus requir
ing double the rate, i.e., very frequently 
2s. per letter. 

(2) Registration of mail was possible (see 
cover, fig. 3, p. 121), alth~mgh this was _not 
mentioned in the otherwise much detailed 
Notice of 22nd March, 1900, owing to an 
oversight. The extra fee for registration 
was 6d. per letter. 

(3) Telegrams and Cablegrams were also 
accepted and this, accord~ng ~o the ~ited 
Notice, must have brought m fairly consider
able amounts for the runner fund. These 
"wires" had to be taken along by the run
ners together with the letter packages and 
were only properly transmitted when British 
lines had been reached. The rates for these 
wires were rather expensive ( 4s. and 4s. 9d. 

per word in the cas~ of ca~legra~s),. but a 
censure of "philatelic" mampulation 1s cer
tainly out of the question as far as they 
are concerned. Anyway, they helped to re
duce the deficit wqich the letter service was 
causing. 

( 4) Lastly, the fee of ls. for a duly stamped 
receipt for every telegram as well as cable
gram (see Notice) brought in some additional 
revenue. 

Still, all this revenue taken together could 
not quite make up the expenses and the run
ner fee of £25 each time. Nevertheless, the 
authorities made up their minds that a· 6d. 
or ls. per letter ( depending on the route) 
was reallv the utmost with which they could 
tax, in all fairness, the letter-writing public. 

This sober and fair attitude of the Mafe
king authorities deserves the highest praise. 
If they really had been as unscrupulous as 
some critics would like to make us believe, 
they could have used many ways to augment 
their revenue. They could have easily dis
pensed with the restrictions concerning the 
sale of stamps which they had laid down in 
their Notices on Baden-Powell's instructions, 
like those which pronounced that "letters must 
be handed in" and "stamps cannot on any 
account be sold." Nothing would have been 
easier than to order many more printings of 
stamps, especially when the novel and cheap 
photographic process was devised (this pro
cess was confined to two low values only). 
They could then have offered stamps freely 
for sale without any restriction, to the satis
faction of eager collectors. After all, this 
is being done by practically every modern 
government throughout the world with no 
qualms and with no objection from anybody. 
No doubt, this would have provided them with 
sufficient revenue to cover the full expenses 
caused by the runner service. 

However, they did nothing of that sort. It 
is an indisputable fact that they refrained 
rigorously from putting stamps freely on the 
market and confined themselves strictly to 
meeting purely postal requirements. 

The allegation that certain officers or other 
subaltern persons have dealt in used Mafe
king stamps for private gain has nothing to 
do with the strict handling of the stamps by 
the authorities themselves and with the prob
lem of the postal rates. This allegation shall 
be dealt with in a chapter dealing with the 
alleged "speculative" character of the stamps. 

The straight attitude of the Mafeking 
authorities was actually based on two good 
reasons and motives: The first one was the 
conr,ideration that the dispatch oi private 
communications was an essential public ser-
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vice which should not depend on whether 
it paid its way or not. Contact with the out
side world had to be maintained under all 
circumstances as far as was possible. 

The second reason derived from the fact 
that the military postal authorities were 
actually identical with the Intelligence De
partment, as the first informal Announce
ment ("Local Mems," p. 120) made ciear. 
This means that in many cases the runners 
had to take the official despatches along, too, 
together with the civilian mail, as they used 
to before the inauguration of the new ser
vice. As far as these official despatches were 
concerned, the military budget had to provide 
for them in principle, so that any shortage 
in revenue could not be regarded as a severe, 
untoward loss for the authorities. 

In summing up, one must agree that there 
is very little one could justifiably say to the 
detriment of this "abroad" service with its 
courageous runner-postmen and its purpose
ful, much-travelled mail. 

In the next chapter we shall deal with the 
necessity of the local mail service. 

(To be continued) 

STAMP DESIGNS 
ln the March issue of the "British Phila

telist" there are some extracts from a recently 
published volume entitled "Letters of Eric 
Gill," who was the designer of the frames 
of the current low values of British stamps. 
It is interesting to have the views of a de
signer clearly stated and a few quotations are 
here given. · 

Referring to the clamour by some British 
collectors for pictorial stamps, he says: "From 
my point of view the whole idea of a picture 
stamp is essentially unreasonable. The essen
tial things on a postage stamp are the state
ment that the thing is a stamp (the words 
'postage,' etc.), the denomination, and some 
sign that the thing has official origin ( the 
King's head, a crown, etc.). It seems to me 
that to use a pictorial subject is simply pan
dering to sentimentality and the appetite of 
collectors for anything curious. But if, for 
reasons unknown to me, it is decided to use 
a pictorial subject, then I think it is desirable 
that the situation be faced quite frankly and 
that a really good photograph (i.e., good for 
the purpose) of the subject chosen be made 
and the necessary information be frankly im
posed upon the photograph and no attempt 
made to combine the two things, because they 
the essentially incompatible. . . . What I am 
really opposed to is any attempt to combine 
a photograph of such and such with orna
mental border, etc. . . . 

"It is difficult to imagine anything worse 
than a combination of ornamental border, a 
view of, say, Windsor Castle, and photo
graph of the King. . . . I don't suppose that 
H.M. Government is prepared to take my ad
vice . . . but why should there not be one 
rational P.O. in the world ... why must we 
all follow one another sheepishly in these 
outrageous sentimentalities?" 

Mutatis mutandis, views worth keeping in 
mind in connection ,vith our proposed new 
issue in South Africa. 

S. RHODESIA POST OFFICES 

The following list of Post Offices and Postal 
Agencies operating in Southern Rhodesia as 
at June, 1948, has been supplied by Mrs. M. 
Cawood, of Salisbury:-

Antelop•c Mine, Arcturus, Ardbennie, 
Avondale, Balla Balla, Banket Junction, Bat
tlefields, Beatrice Mine, Beit Bridge, 
Belingwe, Bellevue, Berubesi, Bikita, Bindina, 
Bolton, Borrowdale, Bromk~y, Buhera, Bula
wayo, Bulawayo Station, Busthtick. 

Chakari, Chatsworth, Chibi, Chipinga, Col
leen Bawn, Concession, Craigmore, Cran
borne, Dadaya, Daisyfield, Darwendale, Daw
sons, Dett, Duchess Hill, Eiffel Flats, East
nor, Eldorado, Enkeldoorn, Essexvale, Fea
therstone, F,clixburg, Figtree, Filabusi, Fort 
Rixon, Fort Victoria. 

Gadzema, Gatooma, Guinea Fowl, Glendale, 
Gokwe, Glengarry, Golden Valley, Great Zim
babwe, Greystone, Gulu, Gwaai Siding, Gwan
da, Gwelo, Harari, Hartley, Hatfield, Head
lands, Heany Junction, Heany Camp, 
Highlands, Hillside, Hopefountain, Hunter's 
Road, Insiza, Inyanga, Inyazma, Iron Mine 
Hill, Jumbo, Junction Gate. 

Karoi, Kezi, Keynshamburg, Kirriemuir, 
Kwenda, Lalapanzi, Lancaster, Legion Mine, 
Lonely Mine, Lower Gwelo, Luver•c, Madu
mabisa, Macheke, Makwiro, Mangwendi, 
Marandellas, Marula, Mashaba, Matetsi, Ma
topoo, Mazoe, Melfort, Melsetter, Meyrick 
Park, Miami, Mnene, Mount Darwin, Mount 
Silinda, Mrewa, Msonneddi, Mtepatepa, 
Mtoko, Mutambara. 

Nelly Mine, Ncerna Dam, Ngondoma, Nil 
J:?esp,zrandum Mine, Norton, Nuanetsi, Nyal
s1ra, Nyamandhlovu, Odzi, Parktown, Pen
halonga, Plumtree, Queensdale, Queen's Mine, 
Que Que, Raylton, Rocky Spruit, Rusape, 
Sa Ii s bury, Salisbury-B.S.A.P. Camp, 
Sanemstownship, Sawmills, Selukwe. Shabani, 
Shamra, Shangani, Sinoia, Sipolilo, Somabula, 
Soti Source, Syringa. 

Tandaai, Thcydon, Trelawney, Turk Mine, 
U~niati, Umsweswe, Umtali, Umvuma, Vic
tona Falls, Vumba, Wanderer Mine, Wankie, 
Watsomba, Wedza, Wellesley, West Nichol
son, Wilton, Zaka, Zawi. 

At the moment the postmarks of Mount 
Darwin are in green ink, and thos•c of Bikita 
and Wellesley in purple. 

MINT SETS 
3 Hungary Horthy Air-Mail • . 1/3 
2 Hong-Kon"' Victory . . . . . • . . . . 5/0 
2 Cyprus Victory . . . . . • . . . . 1/0 
4 Hungary Red Cross 1944 . . . . . . 1/0 
2 Seychelles !Peace . . . . . . . . . . 1/3 

10 Austria Flowers . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/3 
5 Abyssinia Red Cross . . . . 0/8 
2 Pitcairn Peace • . . . . . . . . • . . 1/3 

Approvals gladly sent on request. 

STRICKLAND, 
8 High bury A venue, 

Hoddesdon, Herts., England. 
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IF you are a beginner-
IF you are a general collector

IF you are a specialist -
"THE 

PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE" 

can always offer you a feature of 
interest. Every issue contains one 
specialised article, several pages 
of easy reading, and a fully illus
trated New Issue Chronicle listing 
the latest stamps from all over 

the world. 
Subscription I 0/- per annum 

from 

Harris Publications Ltd. 
Members B.P.A., P.T.S. (London), C.S.N.T.P. 

(Paris) 

455 STRAND LONDON W.C.2 

The Dawn of S. African Philately I 

Cape of Good Hope 
1853-1863/4 

,r I specialise in these ever-popular 
TRIANGULARS, and can always be re
lied upon for out-of-the ordinary pieces 
as well as the normal items. 

,r Choice mint and used singles, pairs, 
blocks, covers, scarce postmarks, proofs, 
etc., all reasonably priced, sent on ap
proval against British references. 

,r Also G. Britain, 1840-1940, early 
B.N. America, Pence Ceylon, Mauritius, 
N.S. Wales, N. Zealand and various 

1 W. Indies. 

"Every Stamp an Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17. Eastcote Road. Pinner. 
Middlesex England 

For The 

FINEST 

STAMPS 
CLASSICS to NEW ISSUE 

Write for our Monthly List of Offers from 
one of the finest stocks in the country 
Superb early lmperforates to the latest 

Pictorials. 

Wants Lists of all countries receive 
prompt attention. 

H. E. W I N G FI E L D. 

392 Strand, London, W.C.2. 

.,,11111111111111111111111111111111111111n11111u1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 ,.. 

THE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

(W. H. Wintle) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to Messrs. \Yard & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

SOME SOUTH AFRICAN VARIETIES 
All Mint in Blocks of Four 

Hd. Gold Mine, Green and Gold, Signal 
Flaw, 2/6; Hd. Gold Mine, Green and 
Gold, Broken Chimney, 2/6; ~d. Stroke 
on Horn, 1/-; ld. "Poseel for "Posseel," 
3/-; 6d. Green Stroke through 6d. and 

retouched Foliage, 7 /6. 

Second Printing of the Standard Cata
logue of the Postage Stamps of the 
Union now available, 7 /6 plus postage. 
Supplement, bringing this Catalogue up 

to date, 9d. plus postage. 
1111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111u111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r. 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

NYASALAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, l\Ir. l\IcMicking; Hon. Sec., :i\Ir. L. 

D. Arthur, Limbe Trading Co., Ltd. Limbe; Meet
ings, Tobacco Auction Floor, 5 p. m. 

10th l\Iay. •.rwelve members present. A vote of 
sympathy was passt·d with the relatives of the lat1> 
1\lr. Hullneck who was one of the Society's pioneers. 
It was announced that the 10s. ~yasaland 8ih·er 
\Vedding stamp would be violet in colour, not gTeen 
as originally stated. A number of approntl lJOoks 
were on view. 

14th June. '.ren members present. As matters of 
interest the new Gold Coast issue due on 1st .July 
was reported, new Gibbons British and li. S. _\. cat
alogues and the ste~1dily rising cost of the cornpletP 
Silver \Vedding issues. Approval books, both local 
and overseas were circulated. 

, L.D.A. 

* 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOIU .. ~~ESBUHG 
Pre8ident, Mr. W. Redford; llon. Sec., l\Ir. I:. 

Glassman, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; J.feeHng8, 
~nd" Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, Public Library, 
, .4.J p.m. 

At the meeting on 10th A ugnst, ::\Ii'. L. Buchen 
showed stamps ot German occupied Poland and 
German occupied Czedwslovakia. He rPad a .~hort 
paper on the exhibit. 

The exhibit was an almost complete one and in
cluded many commemoratives, as. well a;;: small 
sheets of the stamps. 'rhe stamps of l'zechosluva kia 
of this period well illustratPd the history of the 
occupation from the occupation of Sudetenland after 
the Munich conference to the complete amwxation 
of the country as a portion of the German Reich. 

During the evening tlw second round •of th(:' Qui'I. 
took place, the Johannesburg team havinp: done suf
ficiently well in the first round to ket'P in the con
test. 

At the meeting of 23rd August l\Ir. Alan :\!orris. 
l\I.B.I~ .• gave a talk on papm· illustratPd bv proje<·
tions on a screen. He particularly emphasized tlw 
making of paper for stamps, hut his lecture coverP<l 
the whole of the manufacture of paper in genpral. 
He also explained how paper is tlw base> for many 
plastic materials ,and explained many others of its 
uses. Ile exhibited several materials and ehemicals 
used in paper nrnnufacture. He ,vas assisted by Mr. 
Senior who worked the projector. Dr. J. H. Harvey 
Pirie expressed the thanks of the Society tu Mr. 
Morris for a most interesting; exposition. 

I.I. 

* 
THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF RHODE~1A 
President, Mr. F. W. Porter ; Il on. Secretary, 

Mr. G. C. Whitehead, P.O. Box 80~, Bulawayo· 
Meetings, 1st Wednesday in each month, at 8 p.m.: 
in the Presbyterian Church Hall, c/o Abercorn 
Street and Fifth Avenue, Bulawayo. 

~lay. This was an interesting evening, the ex
hibits being presented by members who brought along 
"the favourite page" from their collections. 

)June. It is not often that ,ve in llulawayo have 
the good _fortune_ to view a world-famous collection, 
but on this occas10n Mr. A. V. Jacob, of Cape Town, 
au ardent collector of Rhodesia was present to give 
a talk on the stamps of this country, and to display 
a selection of the stamps about which he had spoken. 
To attempt to describe any of the stamps here, would 
hardly do justice to a collector who has taken top 
honours at International Exhibitions, but such a flis
play of proofs, essays, printings and rarities has 
never before been ~een by members of this Society. 
It was fitting that such an evening should have been 
honoured by a r_e~ord attendance of more than fifty 
members and Y1s1tors, and a vote of very sincere 

thanks on behalf of all thosC' present was accorded 
to ::\Ir. Jacob by thC' Pn•sident. 

On account of this fare, the more mundane bmii
ness of the Society was left over for the following 
meeting, and although it was hoped that we could 
take part in the Qui:-. eontest organised by the Phila
telic Society of .l ohannesburg, it could not be fitted 
in to the programme . 

• Tuly . .Although too late to enter officially for the 
~ conte,st mentioned above, the Quiz was held for the 

entertainment of members, and as a result of the 
answers gh·en, interesting discussions took place. 
From the philatelic knowledge (or lack of it) dis
played, and the keenness to answer the questions, 
it is eYident that such compf~titions should feature 
more reg-ularly in tile annual prngramme. 

Xo exhibit was provided at this meeting, but a 
programme was druwn up for the remaindPr or this 
year. Hou tine business was soon disposed of, after 
which l\Ir .. l<'ox gave an intPresting chat on the ob
jpcts of the "Rhodesian 8tudy Circle" which has 
recently been formed in England. Himself a keen 
collector of the stmnps of Southern RhodPsia, he ex
pressed the opinion that such an organisation should 
prove invaluable to membPrs, and philatelicaly 
spE:'aking, should put this conntry back on the map. 
Various topical matt<:'rs were discussed, and a call 
was made from the Chair for rnemb<:'rs to bring for
wn rd for discussion at meetings any such items of 
l.'urrent interest. 

THE PRI<JTORIA RAILWAY l'HILA'L'ELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. L. L. Brown; Hon. Sec., Mr. W. 

Kriste; llleetings, Second Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
in the Berea Park Recreation Club. 

::\Ir. Fredericks, of the Pretoria Philatelic Society, 
n•ry kindly attended on 11th August and gave the 
members a lot of advice about thl• building up of 
their collections. He suggestPd that every opportu
nity to view exhibitions and specialised collections 
should be taken in order to study different setting 
out, mounting and writing up, etc., and by thus learn
ing, impro,·e upon their own methods. J\[r. Frecl
ericks e-xhibited two of his subject collections, 
namely, the zoological and the cartographical which 
are both good examples of the advice he had just 
given the members. 

The annual general meeting of the Society ,vill be 
held on 8th September, and all members are earnestly 
requested to be present. 

W.K. 

if.. 

THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Ch.airman, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, B. Joseph, 

143 London House, Loveday Street, Johannesburg; 
JJ1eeting8, last Thursday, Jewish Guild Memorial 
Hall, Von Brandis Street. 

At the meeting held on 29th July Dr. h..aplan 
showed his collection of Holland classics. These 
comprised the issues until 1871. 'l'hey included nu
merous shades of both the perforate and imperfor
ate issues and every item was a picked perfect copy. 
There were numerous essays included, as well as 
mint blocks and pairs and some fine used specimens. 

Mr. I. Isaacs showed covers of the Rhodesian and 
Nyasa.land Airways first flights including the Salis
bury-Blantyre service. 

I.I. 

* 
GRAHAl\ISTOWN PHILATELIC SOCIRTl". 

President, Mr. Eric A. Carr; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
0. Turner; Meetings, 2nd Tuesdays at 8 o'clocR:, Sa 
Dunidas Street. Address for correspondence : P. 0. 
Box 11. 

The August mee.ting was held on the 11th with 
nine members present. Intimation of the resignation 
of Mr. \Vm. Redford as Business Manager of ''The 
South Af1ican Philatelist" was received with much 
regret, and a resolution of appreciation passed for 
transmission to the FPdera tion. 

The reprinting of the ½cl. Waterlow Typographical 
issue was discussed and much interest taken in this 
emission. A gennal discussion of Union stamps 
brought out a number of interesting facts and the 
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collections of out· country'R Rtamps ow1wd by two 
of our members were examined with intert-st. 

No quiz was ht>ld this month as tht> ne<•Pssarr •tllt>s
tions had not been received from the .Johanneslmri: 
l:;ociety. 

8.C.C. 

* 
EAST IU~D PIIILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. H. Suklje, Benoni; Hon. Secretary, 
Miss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O Box 572, Benoni; Meeting,,, 
Regent Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesda.vs, 8 p.m. 

At the Julv meeting there Wt're 16 members present 
and Mr. Sliephertl preside<l as }Ir. Rigg was ill. 
The members took part in the correspondence r1uiz, 
J\Ir. \Vells being thr: queRtion master and ::\fii-s .\.1·011-
sohn the timekeeper. After the quiz ::\lrs. Wood p1·e
sented a small compt>tition, g-u<•ss tlw stamp, whieh 
was eventually won by ::\ll's. I'. G. \Yells. 

l\Ir. P. Gutsche Pr<n-ided the exhibit of the PYen
ing. Ile showed a \\onderful eollt>etioH of Germany, 
almost complete. whieh had bPen handed down from 
father to so11. Although the hour was late and ::\Ir. 
Gutsche wanted to cut it short, the memhers would 
not hear of it and saw the collection complete. 

Seventeen members were prpsent at the August 
meeting wlwn . :\Ir. E. ~. Hig-g was in the chair. 
:!.\Ir. ,T. Shepherd wai- the Pxhibito,· of t.he en:'ning· 
and he tabled hi:- Oibraltar, San10a, A1,;cpnsion anll 
Palkland Island colleetions. 

l\Irs. P. G. \Vel!R agrped to exhibit lwr own ehoicP 
at the next monthly 111eeti11g and it was also agree<l 
to hold the annual ge1wral meeting with eleetion of 
officers for the year 19-18--19. 

S.0.J. 

THE PHILATELIC socrn:TY OF NATAL 

President, Mr. G. Milner Palmer; II on. Sec., :Mr. 
A. S. Maskell, P.O. Box 588, Durban. Meetings, 1st 
and 3rd Wednesdays at London Assurance House, 
319 Smith Street (in the rooms of the Durban 
Camera Club, top Floor), 7.30 p.m. 

Our August meetin~ was a bumper one with quite 
a few visitors from np countr,v whom we an• more 
than delighted to ban~ with u,;, The PresidPnt, )fr. 
G. Milner Palmn, 8J}oke about the forthcoming; 
Congress and appea !Pd to nwmbers to entPr for thP 
eompetition in Pretoria. He is quite corrf'('t when he 
says that Durban should be rPprpsented, and what is 
more, there is some fine material here in !'.atal which 
is worthy of exhibiting. Mr. J. Lyle brought along 
a competition whieh was a real teaRer. It applied 
only to Union stamp,; and proYt>d popular, Mr. Mid
dleton bt>ing the winner. :\fr. Selwyn Smith, our Lib
rarian, I think must feel somtiwhat disappointe<l at 
the poor response for books, particularly first of all 
as there is some fine material in the library, and sec
ondly that the list which he compill:'d is comprehen
sive and easy to curry about. It is there for vour 
benefit, so why not use it? • 

The exhibition for the evPning for the "P. (' 
Bishop Trophy" ,vas well received. l\Ir. A. J. Cor: 
nelius' Newfoundland collection bPing· mu<'11 admired. 
These old classics are alwavs a diversion from the 
modern material of which one sees so mueh. Per
haps it . is t~iat. collectors, "Oh," my apolog1es, I 
mean ph1latehsts' have a lot of fun lookin°· for these 
old elusive and expensive items. e 

The evening closed with a feeling that not only 
had it been enjoyable but profitable.~ 

'1-

ALL-FEDERATION QUIZ 

SECOND ROPND 

We regret that the results of this cannot yet 
be published. Through some mischance one 
Society did not receive the questions in time, 
so all eight Societies ( except two obviously 
knocked out) have been asked to carry on 
with the third round. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word pe~ inse~tion with 

minimum of 3/- per msert10n). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Seychelles wanted. Catalogue plus _25 
per cent. offered for superb used copies 
of Stanley Gibbons Numbers 89, 91, 
92A, 93, 94, 95A, 95B, 97 to 101, 107, 
110, 114, 116, 117, 117A, 122A. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, . N. Rh<?
desia Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land,' S. W. Africa, in lar~e or sma_ll 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

Wanted Union of South Africa essays, 
proof~, specimens, rarities, unus~al 
and specialist items. Also good Umon 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

A few certified stamps !r_om ~he_ Roose
velt Collection. Enquiries mv1ted. . 

Stamps, 111 Langton Road, Montclair, 
Durban. 

Specialist of South Africa wants ex
change ·with advanced stamp collec
tors in South Africa, South-West 
Africa, Basutoland, Swaziland, Bechu
analand, etc. 

Please write by airmail to: Karl-Ludwig 
Meyer (21b) Wasserscheide/Post 
Burbach, British Zone of Germany. 

Stamp Catalogues, 1948.-Whole World: 
Gibbons' Simplified 18/3; Scott _46/8; 
Yvert 33/9. British Empire: Whitfield 
King 10/-. United State~: Gibbons 
4/-. Union of South Africa: N.P.S. 
7 /9. Prices quoted cover postage 
within the Union. Orders now taken 
for Gibbons King George VI arriving 
shortly and British Empire to year 
1938 against deposit respectively 2/
and 5/-. 

Globe Postage Stamp Coll}pany, Slave 
Tree Corner, Church Square, Box 
3001, Cape Town. 
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1948 Supplement to the 1946 Union Catalogue. 
This is now obtainable from Mr. \V. Milner

Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban, at 6d., al
though members of the Federated Societies 
can obtain it through their Society at half
price. 

It appears under the joint names of the 
editors of the :original catalogue, Messrs. A. 
E. Basden and L. Simenhoff. We understand 
that the former had the work very well in 
hand before his lamented death, but that his 
share of the work of seeing it through the 
press has been done by Mr. L. Bevis. 

There are three pages (size of original 
catalogue) iof corrections and additions, and 
about the same amount of text dealing with 
new emissions since the 1946 catalogue went 
to press. 

Standard Catalogue, Part II, Foreign Coun
tries. Whitfield King & Oo., Ipswich, 
England. Price 15s. 

This, the 47th edition, is the first occasion 
on which their catalogue has been published 
in two volumes, part I being the British 
Empire. It is nevertheless a sturdy volume of 
930 pages, listing 68,600 standard varieties 
with just about a tenth of that number of 
illustrations. 

The scope of the catalogue remains as be
fore, information as to watermarks being 
given, but perforation varieties and minor 
alterations in design are not listed, although 
the publishers deal in such items for more 
advanced collectors. 

Information about war and post-war emis
sions from some countries is still difficult to 
obtain and there are perforce a fair number 
of blanks in the pricing of some such stamps. 

Philatelic Congress of Grea,t Britain, Yea1· 
Book, 1948. 

This littl,e volume was issued in connection 
with the 30th Congress held at Bournemouth 
on 25th-28th May. Much of it is only of ephe
meral interest and to those who were pres
ent, but it contains several interesting short 
papers read at the Congress: these are: 

''Have you joined a Study Circle?'' by 
Harry Green. Points out the advantages of 
such circles and gives a lot of advice as to 
how to run them. 

''The Lighter Moments of Philately," by 
W. Dennis Way. Very interesting- and amus
ing reading. Might be termed pleas for the 
general and side-line collectors as against the 
specialists and the arch-fiends, the super
specialists. 

''Collectors and Governments,'' by Antony 
Walker. The precedent laid down by Britain 
in 1840 was sound, but it was abandoned in 
1947. The only justification for commemora
tive issues is the instability of the govern-

ment concerned and their need to bolster up 
decaying fortunes by pandering to collectors. 
Collectors who encourage such aims are not 
acting in their own interests for once Pan
dora's box is opened, it cannot be closed again. 

Universal Post and Check to the Forgers. 
Erich Haide, (24a) Balje ueber Stade, 
British Zone, Germany. 

The former is a Bulletin devoted largely to 
an exposition of modern forgeries and the 
latter is a special issue of it. The author states 
that forgers of recent issues, war issues more 
particularly, are rampant and he is out to 
fight them. 

The "Universal Post" (No. 2) has a use
ful specialised article on the various print
ings of the A.M. Post stamps of Germany. 
"Check to the Forgers" deals mainly with 
forgeries of such war stamps ::is the Insel
post, the Tunis package stamps ( Afrika 
Corps Palm stamp,), the Ruhr pocket stamp 
and various German post-war local issues. 
Forgeries of the Czechoslovak 1920 Airmail 
and Russian 1922 Airmail stamps are also 
dealt with. 

Altogether a lot of useful information for 
collectors of modern Europeans. 

To Collectors of French and French Colonial 
Stamps. It is prop:0sed to form in Momreal 
an Association of Collectors of French and 
French Colonial Stamps, if a sufficiently large 
number of applicants is forthcoming. It is in
tended to publish a bulletin, run a new issue 
service for members and also an exchange 
club. The suggested subscription is 1 dollar 
annually plus an entrance fee of 1 dollar. 
Anyone interested should write to Miss Zelie 
Corlier, 6973 Christophe Colomb, Montreal, 
Que., Canada. 

Local Postage Stamps Catalogu.e. Messrs. 
E. F. Hurt and L. N. and M. Williams have 
issued a Supplement to their Priced Catalogue 
of Local Postage Stamps which appeared in 
four parts during 1942-45. This contains some 
new entries, also additions or alterations of 
old ones. Currency exchange uncertainties 
make it impracticable to issue a revised price
list for the whole catalogue at present, but it 
is stated that the original work has so stimu
lated interest in "locals" that it is clear that 
many of the prices quoted are relatively too 
high and very many others far too low. Ob
tainable from Mr. E. F. Hurt, Yardley Gobion, 
Towcester, No:rth Hants, England, at 8s. or 
$1.80 U.S.A. 

Reliant 1948 Brit-ish Colonial Catalogue, Sup
plement No. 1. 

This is the first of the pror,osed quarterly 
supplements bringing the catalogue up to date 
with new issues, price changes and some cor
rections. The publishers state that the sale of 
the 1948 catalogue exceeded that of the 1947 
one by almost 10,000 copies. Obtainable at 
6d. ( or ls. 6d. for the four quarterly num
bers) from The Reliant Stamp Press, Ltd., 
167 Strand, London, W.C.2. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

September, 1948. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

-I 
I 

The best medium for the medium 
buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. ' 

All material entrusted to us is carefully lotted 
in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 
Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN 
SAFETY IN BUYING. 

HISTORICAL 
COVERS 
We hold the world's largest stocks of 
Commemorative Postmarks, Sea Posts, 
Red Cross, Special Sets, Exhibition 
Souvenirs and other specialities, all on 
complete covers and cards; also Air Post 
and Aviation specialities, Raid Propa-

ganda, Air Mail Stationery, etc. 

Tell us your Subject or Country and we 
will thrill you with unique approval 

selections! 

Essential Acces.sories for specialists are 
Philatelic Indicator Arrows and Cover 
Mounting Corners. Ask for details. 

Air Post Literature, Catalogues, etc. 

Write for particulars of our publications 
and stocks. 

FRANCIS J. FIELD, 
SUTTON COLDFIELD, ENGLAND 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
• 

Let me know your interests 
and requirements. 

• 
An extensive stock of the better grade 
stamps always available. Want lists 
receive prompt attention, and ap
proval selections are willingly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

• 

C
O. V. \\TA.BREN, 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

British Errtpire 
Classic Issues. 
We specialise in these stamps and 
invite enquiries from collectors of 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
CEYLON 

EARLY AFRICAN COLONIES 
INDIA 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
NEW ZEALAND 

TRANSVAAL 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Fine Material only at Reasonable Prices 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers since 1882) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 

163 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

164 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILA,TELIST. September, 194S. 

STAMPS OR GUM 
"Gibbons Stamp Monthly" in referring to 

the resolution passed by our Federation at 
the East London Congress, agrees that sanity 
is on the side of the reformers and that there 
is a slow but steady deterioration in the con
dition of most stamps, due to the interaction 
of gum, paper and printing ink, and gum is 
probably the principal factor. 

The solution of the problem is for believers 
in the "no gum" theory to be prepared to pay 
the same prices for ungummed stamps as 
other people do for stamps with full gum, 
and they fear that no amount of propaganda 
will achieve the desired result. 

There's the rub. We must just wait till our 
stamps f a11 to pieces to be convinced. 

BRAZIL 
Dr. M. de Sanctis forwards notes of two 

stamps (Cr. 0.40 and 3.80) issued on 10th 
July in connection ,vith an International Ex
hibition of Industry and Commerce, held at 
Quitandina, near Rio de Janeiro, with a 
special postmark which features the grand 
new hotel there. 

KERMADEC ISLANDS-N.Z. 
We are indebted to Mr. E. G. Cowell of 

Auckland for a cover from the Kermadec Is
lands, a small group lying north ,of New Zea
land and east of Norfolk Island. 

They are administered by the N.Z. Govern
ment, but only have a mail once a year. The 
postmark is a single circle ,one 34 mm. in 
diameter with "Raoul Island/Kermadec Is
lands" round the periphery, and "N.Z./-4 MY 
48. 1 in. in the centre. This is a real post
office cancellation and is probably rarer than 
the unofficial Tristan da Cunha mark. 

GERMANY 
More and more complications! The Soviet 

authorities in Berlin, as a retort to the West
ern currency reforms, have overprinted the 
O'eneral German issue with "Sowjetische/ 
Besatzuns/Zone." The "cold war" in Berlin 
has now invaded the philatelic field. 

In the French Zone there are to be three 
sets, 14 stamps each, in their provinces, in 
the reformed currency. 

We are still being inundated with new 
magazines, requests for exchanges of papers, 
stamps, etc. To clear our :files, here are the 
names of some of these correspondents, for 
the benefit of those interested:-

Philatelie-Equator, Postfach 85, Hamburg 
36. 

Die Lupe, Postfach 6, Hafenstrasi::e 44, 
Duisburg-Ruhrort. 
Internat. Briefmarken-Anzeiger, N.W. Ver

lag, Neuss a. Rh. 
Hans Bellefontaine, Postfach 807, Aachen. 
Hugo Weiland, Dox 38, Grimmitschau L Sa. 

10b. 
r,arl Bender, Postfach 139, Falkenstein/ 

Vogtl. Rus3ian Zone. . 
Wilhelm Burgsmuller, Akaz1enstrasse 8, 

Kriensen (Harz). 

THE FEDERATION. 

A Meeting of the Executive of the Phila
telic Federation of Southern Africa was held 
in Johannesburg on 21st August, representa
tives of six Transvaal societies and ,of the 
Phil. Soc. of Natal being present. 

An application was received for member
ship from the recently formed Northern 
Transvaal Philatelic Society, with headquar
ters at Pietersburg. 

Important for the future of the "South 
African Philatelist" was the notification re
ceived from Mr. W. Redford that for business 
reasons he found it necessary to relinquish 
the post of Business Manager as from 30th 
September. 

The Hon. Editor also intimated that for 
several reasons he considered it advisable 
that there should be a change in edit,orship 
about the same time. 

This matter will have to be decided on 
:finally at the forthcoming Congress; consti
tuent societies are asked in the meantime to 
give their serious consideration a:s to how Our 
Magazine is to be carried on. Opinion was 
unanimous that, however it was done, it was 
highly desirable that the editorial, business 
and publishing departments should all be in 
one and the same centre. 

Congress and Exhibition. The Pretoria 
Society reported that arrangements were 
well in hand for all the functions of October 
18-20 and the meteologists promise that the 
Jacarandas will be on their best behaviour. 

All that is needed now is a good attendance, 
so Roll Up all you philatelists! You will be 
Yery well catered for, both philatelically and 
socially. All the fun of the fair, numer,ous 
prizes for exhibits, raffles (including one for 
a full set of Silver Jubilees), special cancel
lation mark, souvenir labels and envelopes, 
and meet the Jacaranda Queen. 

All information obtainable from P.O. Box 
514, Pretoria. 

East London rE·p.orts that their Exhibition 
Award Plaques are really arriving and will be 
distributed very soon. 

E.A.F. AND M.E.F. 

''Stamp Collecting'' reports that these over
prints on British stamps for the use of the 
British Military Administrations in th<:; for-. 
mer Italian Colonies, are now obsolete. 

In Eritrea there has been issued a new set, 
British stamps ~d. to 10s. with "B.M.A./Eri
trea" and a value in cents. Also a similar set 
for Somalia. A third set is expected for Trip
olitania but it is probable that all three issues 
will be short-liYed as something different is 
likely to appear after the Allied Commission 
in Italian Oolcmies comes to a decision about 
their future. 

Later. The third set has appeared. 
It has the overprint "B.M.A./Tripolitania" 

at the top of the stamps and at the bottom, 
a new value in figures above the letters 
"M.A.L.," which stand for Military Authority 
Lire. 
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In a few minutes the 
"5.15" will arrive. 

To many in this small community this is 
the event ofthe day; for their lives and liveli
hood are so closely linked with rail trans
portation. 

It carries their produce to the cities and 
ports J and in return brings goods from the big 
stores J equipment for farms J feed for stock. 
It means holidays at the coast) mail from 
friends, papers in the evening. 

Their Railway Station is indeed "Main 
Street" ... serving one and all, belonging to 
one and all. 

The " 5. 15 " has come and gone. But in 
those few minutes life in this community has 
taken a step forward. The wheel of progress 
has turned another cycle. 

Every day, year after year, the South 
African Railways are making an important 
contribution to the welfare and prosperity of 
communities, in every corner of the land. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 
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To the Serious Collector . . . ' 
I 

► 
'I o◄ 

All Philatelists may take an active part in the H. R. 

HARMER Auctions no matter where they may live. 

For the London Sales, special lightweight catalogues are 

available for overseas distribution. The subscription 

is £1 per annum, including Lists of prices Realised, the 

same as for surf.:ice mail, with the addition of air-mail 

►o 4 

.. ◄ 
► ;, 

'. !; 
o, 

, ', I 

. , rfi~/ljo'tit 
postage against which an advance deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent 

free of charge by surface mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a 

year's sub,cription 

FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS -
in LONDON 

OCTOBER 25th and 26th 
THE OUTSTANDING "P. H. OAKEY" GOLD 
MEDAL COLLEC11ON OF AIR - MAIL 

STAMPS AND COVERS 

A magnificent whole-world collection, 
including many rarities. 

Catalogues 6d. each ; Lists of Prices 
Realised 1/- each, Post Free. 

NOVEMBER 15th, 16th and 17th 

THE VERY FINE AND SPECIALISED 
"T. E. FIELD" COLLECTION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. WITH 

INTERNAL AIR-MAILS 

One of the finest of its kind in the 
world. 

Catalogues 1/- each: Lists of Prices 
Realised 1/- each, Post Free. 

and 
wish 

those who 
to Sell 

The same international service is available 
to collectors who wish to sell their col
lections. The H. R. HARMER Auctions 

, are the world's best medium for the sale 
of fine and rare stamps. More than 3000 
leading collectors are consistent buyers 

at our auctions in New York and London. 
Regular Auctions will now also be held 
by our recently opened branch in Sydney, 
N.S.W. Write to the addresses given 

below for full particulars of facilities, 
Commission Terms. Insurance arrange-

ments, etc. 

H. R. HARMER. 
lnte·rnational Stamp Auctioneers 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
39/42 New Bond Street, 

LONDON, W.I, ENGLAND 

CABLES 

"Phistamsel London" 

H. R. HARMER, I NC. 
32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 

NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 

CABLES 

"Harmersale, New York" 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH H. R. HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY., LIMITED 
CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 28 CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
Agency Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

J ohannesburi:. 
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John Mendelssohn 
Extends A Cordial Invitation To All 

STAMP 
COLLECTORS 

Fine Range Of Mint British Colonials 

Especially Strong Stocks Of 

OBSOLETE GEORGE VI 
GEORGE V RARHI ES 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
RHODESIA 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA . 

. I 

All Friends Welcome At 

Commissioner Street, JOHANNESBURG 

Hours, 10 a.m-2 p.m. 

Box No. 1607 Phone, RESIDENCE, 43-1519 
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Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 9d. 

Vol. 14, No. 10. 

REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 9d. 
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OCTOBER, 19-iS. 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
LONDON · BOURNEMOUTH 
PHILADELPHIA · MELBOURNE 

Whole No. 283 _ j 

THE INTERNATIONAL ST AMP DEALERS 
A'.ND AUCTIONEERS 

Offer the finest service in the world to stamp collectors. If you are contemplating 
Buying or Selling Handstruck or Adhesive Postage Stamps, G·eneral Collec
tions, Specialized Studies or Single Rarities our World-Wide experience is at 

your service 

Send for our current Auction Catalogues and " Review of Prices Realised " 

'RossoN LOWE . 
INC.,pu 

Hea~ Office: n/LADELPH/A 
50 PALL MALL · LONDON S.W.1 
Telephone : Abbey 4031 Cables : " Stamps, London" 
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New 3/- Booklet Notes 
The recent issue of 3/- booklets has created 

a considerable amount of interest among 
Union collectors, and though full particulars 
of the printings and slogans have not yet be
come available, two correspondents have sent 
in noteworthy items of information. 

Mr. A. Hilton Sydow, of Cape Town, men
tions that these booklets appeared on sale 
at the Central Post Office in Cape Town about 
the 14th August, 1948, and judging from a 
partial replate of the different sets he had 
been able to purchase up to the time of writing 
he was confident that an unsevered sheet of 
each of the three denominations, M., ld. and 
Hd., comprised 126 units, produced in the 
form of 21 6-set panes of stamps with two 
rows of intervening advertisements. 

In the case of the M. panes, his accompany
ing sketch shows the make-up of the 240-set, 
180-set and 126-set sheets as all derived from 

a 240-set diapositive which in its turn was 
derived from a 4-set master negative. The 
originals were evidently those prepared for 
the sheets issued towards the latter part of 
1947, which had the 1st an~ 240th stamp in
scribed in English instead of, as previously, in 
Afrikaans and in our June "Union Notes" Mr. 
Sydow pointed out that the subsequent 180-
stamp sheets had been produced by removal 
of the first three columns of the 240-starnp 
setting. His observations now show that by · 
masking, or removal, of the 1st, 5th and 9th 
columns, and also Nos. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15 and 18 
horizontal rows of the same diapositive, a 
sheet setting of 126 stamps has been pro
duced which allows division into 21 6-stamp 
panes and at the same time provides marginal 
room for the slogans at tl~e top and bottom 
of the panes. 

The slogans have been etched in the hori
zontal rows left blank by the elimination of 
the stamp designs and an examination of the 
middle stamp in the top row of the ~d. panes 
bearing the words "Pack Parcels Properly" 
will show a diapositive flaw in the form of a 
black line between the horns of the Spring
bok. This same line appeared on the 3rd 

Sheet Format of 240-set ~cl. StampR. 

Column 1 2 3 4 5 (3 7 8 n 10 11 12 
Row 1 E A E A E A E A E A E A 
Row 2 A E A E A E A E A E A E 

Sheet Format of 180-set ½cl, Stamps. 

Column 2 3 4 5 {i 7 (8 9 10 11 12 
Row 1 A E A E A E A E A 
Row 2 E A E A E A E A E 

Sheet Format of I 2G-set id. Stamps. 

Column 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 n IO 11 12 
Row 1 A E A A E A A E A 
Row 2 E A E E A E E A E 
Row 3 
Row 4 E A E E A E E A E 
Row 5 A E A A E A A E A 
Row 6 
Row 7 A E A A E A A E A 
Row 8 E A E E A E E A E 
Row 9 
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stamp of the top row in the 240-set sheets 
. when first issued with No. 1 stamp in Eng
lish and it is also present, in the same posi
tion, on the sheets of ~d. stamps which have 
recently taken the place of the 180-set issue. 

In the foregoing table, in which "E'.' 
denotes the English stamps and "A" the Afri
kaans, Mr. Sydow makes his interesting point 
clear and also shows how the bilingual lay
out of stamps in booklet panes of the same 
denomination changes from one form to the 
other according to the original position of 
the pane in an unsevered sheet:-

The ld. and Hd. denominations contained 
in the books are set out in the same form 
as the ~d. panes and they also have the same 
pictorial design and colours as the current 
issues obtainable in the normal sized sheets. 
The watermarks are unchanged, being up
right in the case of the M. and ld. and side
ways (facing left) on the Hd. stamps. Books 
so far examined show the perforations car
ried through all four margins of the panes 
and the slogan inscribed along the top and 
bottom margins are printed in the same colour 
as the fram designs. 

The slogans deal with postal business and 
since, during the last few weeks, only a 
limited number of the phrases have made 
an appearance, a full list is not yet available 
for publication. Mr. T. F. Allpass of Ger
miston has, however, not-ed that though the 
general policy seems to have been to make 
up the booklets with the ½d., ld. and l½d. 
panes all bearing the same slogan, a certain 
amount of selective interchanging appears 
to have taken place and submits the follow
ing list recording the slogans so far seen 
and also their p.osition in the four types of 
"mixed slogan' booklets which he has been 
able to purchase. 

Text of 
Upper .. Jforgin. 

A. Air - - - )fail 
Aa. Lug - - - Pos 
B. Post Early for Quick 

Ba. 
C. 

Dlivery 

Ca. Registreer waarde
volle briewe 

D. Pack Parcels Pro
perly 

Da. 

Slogans. 
Lower 111argin. 

The Quickest ::\fail 
Die snelste pos 
V roeg gepos beteken 

Vroeg Afgelewer 

Register valuable 
letters 

V erpak pakkies be
hoor lik 

)fixed Slogan Books. 

i<I, Id. 
B A 
Ca B 
D Ca 
A Aa 

I½d, 
B 
Ca 
D 
A 

The familiar "Speed Bird" drawing found 
on the Union "By Air Mail" blue letter labels 
appears between the words "Air ... Mail" 
and also "Lug . . . Pos," in the slogans 
denoted by A and Aa in the above list. Mr. 
Allpass notes that the advertisments printed 

on the covers and interleaves are the same 
in all booklets and gives the date of issue 
on the Red as the 13th August, 1948. 

Posta·ge Due Stamps 
Changes appear to be taking place in the 

Union Postage Dues and we have received 
samples of the Jd. and 2d. values from Mr. 
Jo K. Keogh, who states that these particular 
items are now in use at the Heilbron Post 
Office. 

He notes that in reverting to the form 
it appeared in immediately prior to the Ban
tam issue, the ld. has been redrawn and 
its format is now approximately 17~2 x 21 ½ 
mm. instead of the 18 ½ x 22 ½ mm. of pre
war days. This change has increased the 
size of the gutters between the stamps in 
the same manner as that fairly recently 
adopted for the ½d., ld. and 6d. postage 
denominations. In addition, the numeral "l" 
is now shorter and broader than the figure 
used in the previous issue and its pence 
value is denoted by a capital "D" instead of 
a small letter. Both the frame and figure 
have been produced through a fine mesh 
screen and the colours are bright carmine 
and black. 

The 2d. denomination has changed in 
colour only, it is still in the Bantam size 
and is similar in shade to the bright violet 
frame of the current 2d. postage stamp. The 
3d. large size (Union Catalogue No. D27) 
has been noted as in use again at Herbron, 
but apparently no change has y,zt taken 
place in this value. 

As a matter of interest on a point dealing 
with the sheet size of the Bantam Postage 
Dues, mentioned in our last issue, Mr. Keogh 
has shown us a communication he received 
from the Postmaster-General in December, 
1947, which informs him "that the Bantam 
Postage Due Stamps are supplied by the 
Government Printer in sheets of 60 stamps 
and it is, therefore, unfortunately not pos
sible to supply you with a full sheet as re
quested". 

Faint Watermark on Uecent ld. Printing 
A block of 12 of the ld. pictorial denomina

tion with the bottom edging attache.d and the 
watermark so faint as to require a parti
cularly close examination to discern its pr-e
sence, ~as recently submitted to us for in
spection by Mr. H. W. James, Cradock. 

The item came from the bottom right-hand 
corner of a sheet of 240 stamps which ap
peared on sale about a year ago and probably 
formed part of the first batch of the ne~ 
printing recorded as having the language 
setting changed. Examination of mint blocks 
taken from a number of other sheets of the 
same printing all show the watermark to 
be well and truly defined and Mr. J ames's 
specimen must ·evidently have come from an 
abnormally poor watermarked portion of the 
roll of paper. It is of interest to note that 
he also possesses a strip of four Union ld., 
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taken from a sheet issued for sale between 
the years 1936-1938, which has the same 
faint watermark variety, though probably 
not quite so pronounced as in the later block. 
Change in 2d. "Official" Overprints 

The us,e of two distinctly different types of 
fount in the production of the overprints on 
the latest issue of the 2d. "Officials" has been 
pointed out to us by Mr. A. Lichtenstein. 
of Bloemfontein. Examination of a sheet 
~hows that though the overprints read down. 
as before, and are on the same greenish grey 
and violet-coloured stamps (S.G. 1.07) of the 
previous issue, the type has been mixed, but 
apparently in a selective manner, which has 
resulted in a varying change in the sequence 
of the settings at every fourth row. With 
one set of type measuring about 1 ¾, mm. 
high, the other is slightly larger at 2 mm. 
and the corresponding length of the over
prints increases from 14 to 15 mm., in the 
case of "Official", and from 15½ to 16½ 
mm. for "Offisieel". 

The various combinations which result 
from the mixing of the two founts are suffi
ciently interesting to justify setting out in 
tabular form and the chart below shows just 
where the long and short overprints are situ
ated on the sheet. Note the change every 
4th row and the fact that all the stamps 
in column No. 6 have a short English over
print: those in column No. 3 are entirely 
free from any variation. 

Chart Showing the Position of the Short Overprints 
on Current 2d. Officials. 

Row No. 
1 
2 
3 
4 
;'5 
t3 
7 

's 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 ... A&E 
14 ... A&E 
15 ... A&E 
16 ... A&E 
17 
18 
19 
20 

2 

E 
E 
E 
E 

A 
A 
A 
A 

3 4 

E 
E 
E 
E 

A&E 
A&E 
A&E 
A&E 

A= Offisieel = 15½ m/m instead of 16½, 
E=Official = 14 m/m instead of 15. 

5 

E 
E 
E 
E 

Frame Flaw and "Ghost" Arrow in 
Current 2d. 

6 

A&E 
A&E 
A&E 
A&E 
A&E 
A&E 
A&E 
A&E 

E 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E 
E 

The frame line flaw recorded on page 71 
of our May issue has shown up on sheets of 
the 2d. stamps now appearing on sale at 

post offices on the Reef. The variety takes 
the form of a thinly printed portion of the 
inner frame directly under "TH" of SOUTH 
and "D-A" of SUID-AFRIKA, and it appears 
most prominent in those stamps on the left
hand section of the sheet. Apart from a 
slight shade change, the colours of greenish 
grey and violet are the same, but the four
numeral red sheet numbers, printed on the 
right-hand margin, have be,en replaced with 
five-numeral black sheet numbers. 

Another variety in the current 2d. is the 
"Ghost" arrow in the right or left-hand 
margin ( sometimes both margins) opposite 
the top row of stamps. In most cases, this 
additional imprint is so faint as to be hardly 
noticeable, but sheets have been seen in which 
it is well defined and Mr. A. Lichtenstein 
has shown us a very good example of this 
extra arrow in a top left-hand corner block. 

TWO MYSTERY MARKS 
Herewith two mystery marks, not related 

in any way to each :other, for explanation. 
1. The smaller one, on the left, is photo

graphed from an impression made by the ac
tual die, and has been submitted by Mr. R. 

Axer. We understand it was recently un
earthed in a cabinet in the Cape Town Post 
Off ice, but no one seems to know anything 
about it. 

2. The mark !On the right, from a rough but 
reasonably accurate sketch, ha;s been seen on 
several war-time service covers, both on speci
mens posted in the Union and on others coming 
to the Union. The censor's department dis
claimed all knowledge :of it and various mili
tary departments approached also could off er 
no clue as to its origin and meaning. 

Can any reader oblige? 

S. RHODESIA POST OFFICES 
In the list of these offices gjven last month 

some errors in spelling crep-t in. Herewith are 
corrections, the name as printed being given 
first with the correct spelling immediately 
following: Berubesi~ Bembesi; Bindina, Bin
dura; Busthtick, Bushtick; Gulu, Gutu; In
yazma, Inyazura, Luvere, Luveve; Matopoo, 
Matopos; Ncerna Dam, Ncema Dam; Nyal
sira, Nyabira; Sanemstownship, Sauerstown
ship; Shamra, Shamva. Keynshamburg, is 
believed to be now defunct. 
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OBSOLE'TE MINT GEORGE V. 
BASUTOLAND: 
S.G. 1 at 2d.; 2 at 2d.; 3 at 6d.; 4 at ls.; 5 at 2s.; 6 at 2s. 6d.; 7 at 6s.; 8 at 15s. 

SWAZILAND: 
S.G. 11 at ld.; 12 at 3d.; 13 at 8d.; 14 at 1s . 

.HECHU AN ALAND: 
S.G. 99 at 2d.; 100 at 4d.; 101 at 8d.; 102 at ls. 3d.; 103 at ls. 6d.; 104 at 2s. 6d.; 105 
at 4s. 6d.; 106 at 8s.; 107 at 12s. 6d.; 108 at 15s.; 109 at 25s. 

SOMALI LAND: 
S.G. 60 at 2d.; 61 at 6d.; 62 at 4s. 6d.; 63 at ls. 6d.; 64 at ls. 4d.~ 65 at ls. 6d.; 66 
at 2s.; 67 at 2s. 6d.; 68 at 3s. 6d.; 69 at 3s. 9d. 
ZANZIBAR: 
S.G. 310 at ld.; 311 at 2d.; 312 at 2d.; 314 at 4d.; 315 at 5d.; 318 at ls. 2d. 

N. RHODESIA: 
S.G. 18/21 at 8s. 6d.; 20 at 2s. 6d. 

GOLD COAST: 
S.G. 77 at 3s.; 85 at 2d.; 90 at ls.; 94 at 2s. 6d.; 105 at ls.; 106 at ls.; 107 at 3s.; 
108 at ls. 6d.; 109 at 3s.; 110 at 5s.; 111 at 10s.; 113/116 at 20s. 

TANGANYIKA: 
S.G. 93 at 2d.; 94 at 3d.; 95 at 4d.; 96 at 6d.; 98a at 5s.; 100 at ls. 3d.; 101 at 2.s. 6d.; 
102 at 2s. 9d. 

ST. HELENA: 
S.G. 72 at 4d.; 73 at lOd.; 73a at 6d.; 74 at ls. 3d.; 75 at 2s.; 76 at 2s. 9d.; 77 at 3s.; 
87 at 6d.; 88 at 3d.; 89 at ls.; 90 at ls. 9d.; 91 at 3s. 6d.; 95 at 30s.; 97 at 3d.; 98 
at 4d.; 99 at ls.; 100 at ls.; 101 at ls. 3d.; 103 at 4s.; 104 at 3s.; 105 at 4s.; 106 at 
7s.; 107 at 8s. 6d.; 108 at 10s.; 109 at 15s.; 110 at 30s.; 114 at 9d.; 115 at ls.; 11<1 
at 2s. 6d. 

ASCENSION: 
S.G. 1 at ls.; 2 at 3s.; 3 at 5s.; 4 at 6s.; 5 at 7s.; 6 at 20s.; 9 at 17s. 6d.; 10 at ls.; 
11 at ls. 3d.; 12 at 2s.; 13 at 2s. 3d.; 14 at 2s. 6d.; 15 at 15s.; 15a at 4s.; 16 at 70s.; 
17 at 5s.; 18 at 10s.; 19 at 20s.; 20 at 50s.; 22 at 3d.; 23 at 6d.; 24 at 9d.; 25 at 6d.; 
26 at 2s. · 

All Mint Silver Weddings of the British Empire at 12 ½ per cent. over Face Value 
All Used Silver Weddings of the British Empire at 25 per cent. over Face 

ALL SUBJECT UNSOLD - POSTAGE EXTRA - CASH WITH ORDER 

Bankers: 
The Standard Bank of South Africa, Ltd., Blantyre, Nyasaland. 

The National Provincial Bank, Ltd., 66 Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2, 
England. 

I Write 10
' T • M C M I C KI NG , (P.T.B., B.P.A., F.R.G.S) 

f Cholo, Nyasaland, British Central Africa . 
•• ,.♦; ~~.~~~~~riies~fe¥+:.{~ ~ 
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The "Air 
Letters'' 

Mail Letter Cards" and "Air· 
of East Africa . . 1941-1945 

by 

I. H. C. GODFREY 

The Air-Mail Letter Cards of this area 
form a somewhat confused group because of 
the variety of printing establishments re
sponsible for their production. 

The material from which this compilation 
is made was collected by the writer when 
serving in the East African Command in 
Abyssinia, Somalia and British East Africa 
during the period covered, and it may still 
not be complete. Any records of additions 
or corrections will be welcomed. 

Notice of the introduction of the Air-Mail 
Letter Card service, to expedite delivery of 
soldiers' mail, was first given in the Nairobi 
Press on 11th August, 1941, a few days 
after the first distribution of forms to the 
various units. Only four forms-Types 9, 
9a, 10 and l0a-had an actual stamp printed 
as part of them, although Types 6a, 7 and 8 
were distributed by the Army Post Office in 
Nairobi already franked with a 25 cent. Meter 
Mark in red (see Fig. 1); the others all re-

Fig. 1. Fig. 2. 

quired stamps to be affixed to the value of 
3d. or 25c., except on special occasions, when 
"Postage Free" concessions were granted. 

The early types-Nos. 1 to 3-are to be 
found with a variety, and sometimes with 
a combination of franking, as the postage 
stamps of the following te:rritories were valid 
for use during that period: Great Britain. 
Union of South Africa, Southern and 
Northern Rhodesia and, possibly, the Gold 
Coast, Nigeria and Nyasaland as contingents 
from those three Colonies ·were also serving 
in the Command.* 

*ReaderR :ne rPferrPd to J)r. .J. JI. JJarYPY Pirie's 
articlP ".-\i·rnv l'.O'R.- HPal AlliPs" in tlw Se!J1·11ary 
and )farC'h, · 1!>-Hi, issues of the "South Anican 
l'hilatelist." 

Towards the end of 1942 a number of 
bogus Air_-Mail ~ettei· Cards made their ap
pearance m retail shops in Nairobi and else
where, and an Official Notice was issued 
banning their use except at the normal air
mail postage rate of ls. 30c. per card. Such 
cards are not listed in this article. 

B~ t~e 7th July, 1944, Empire air com
mumcat10ns had so greatly improved that 
Air-Mail Letter Cards could be sent to the 
whole of the Western Hemisphere at the 
normal rate of 25c. for Canada and New
foundland, and 75c. to other American coun
tries. Shortly afterwards an "AIR LET
'.fER" Service for civilians was introduced 
m Kenya, Uganda and Tanganyika, the post
ag;e_ rate being_ double that charged to the 
military. ( This service was commenced on 
1st. Septemb~r, 1944, in Uganda, and the fol
lowmg day m Kenya and Tanganyika.) 

On three occasions special Christmas 
Greeting Air-Mail Letter Cards were issued 
to members of E.A. Command in limited 
quantities: five to each man, one of which 
was "Postage Free". No special distribu
tion was made in 1941. 

As from 14th June, 1945-shortly after the 
end of th~ war in Europe-all postage fees 
were_ abolished for members of the Empire 
Services attached to East Africa Command: 
letters up to 1 oz. in weight and all "Air 
Letters" ( Types 12 and 12a were current at 
tl!e time) being accepted for conveyance by 
air free of charge to the "Home Countries" 
of serving personnel. · 

All printings of the following are in bluet 
various shades. 

TYPE 1-AUGUST, 1941 

Printed in Nairobi by the Sout1iern Rhode
:ia _ Survey Unit on white paper blued on 
ms1de. front. No fl_aps for closing, but top 
an~ right borders mscribed "Affix gummed 
strip h~re(Do not turn over until censored". 

Inscriptions: Top left ("T.1") "Ev Air 
Mail". Top centre ("T.c") "Air Mail/Letter 
Card/If anything is enclosed this card/will 
be sent by ordinary mail". Top right ("T.r") 
"Affix 3d./Rritish/Stamp here". At bottom 
right is "GT. BRITAIN" underlined above 
the instructions running the width of tl1e 
form "When folded the letter card must con
form in size and shape with/the blue border 
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w:ithin which the address only may be 
written". 

Although this, and other early types have 
the printed address "Gt. Britain", the cards 
could be sent to the "Home Countries" of 
serving personnel-e.g. The Rhodesias, Nya
.saland and West Africa as well as to the 
Unit,ed Kingdom. Most used cards of this 
period bear a red or black rubber stamp 
impression "ON ACTIVE SERVICE", which 
was applied at the same time as the Base 
Censor mark "E.A. No. 02" (Nairobi). 

Size of blue border .. 116 x 93 m.m. 

TYPE la-AUGUST, 1941 
As above, but slightly larger prfot. 
Size . . 123 x 98 mm. 

TYPE 2-AUGUST, 1941 
200,000 printed in Addis Abeba by Southern 

Rhodesia Survey Unit on thin white paper, 
captured from the Italians, watermarked 
"AERO POST ALE" above an eagle with out
.stretched wings. The .front slightly blued 
outside, deeply blued inside; flaps top and 
1·ight for closing. Inscriptions as Type 1, 
except that the space for the stamp is out
lined and the type and lay-out are not iden
tical. 

Size . . 121 x 97 mm. 

TYPE 3-SEPTEMBER, 1941 
75,000 printed by Southern Rhodesia Sur

vew Unit, Nairobi, on white paper water
marked "Extra Strong/Italica", blued simi
larly to Type 1 and inscriptions the same, 
although the types of the various parts are 
different and "GT. BRITAIN" is omitted 
from bottom right. No flaps for closing and 
borders inscribed as Type 1. 

Sfae . . 114 x 94 mm. 

TYPE 4-MAY, 1942 
Printed by the Government Printer,\ Pre

toria, on coarse buff paper similar to that 
of the Union Active Service Letter Cards of 
1941, but only faintly blued inside. Inscrip
tion as Type ?, except that T.r. reads simply 
"Stamp/must be/affixed/here", and there are 
no instructions about closing as the form 
has a gummed flap at top. 

Siez . . 128 x 97 m.m. 

TYPE 5-1942 
Printed by Southern Rhodesia Survey Unit 

in :Nairobi, partly on white paper water
marked as Type 3, partly on faintly creamy 
white unwatermarked paper. Various shades 
of bluing, both inside and out, from pale 
blue to near purple. Inscribed as Type 3, 
but type somewhat different. 

Size . . 115 x 94 m.m. 

TYPE 6-OCTOBER, 1942 
695,000 printed by the D.P. & S.S. (Direc

torate of Printing & Stationery Services, 
Union Defence Force) at Nairobi, on very 

flimsy pink paper slightly blued. Inscribed 
as Type 4, although type differs. 

Size . . 113 x 96 m.m. 

TYPE 6a-OCTOBER, 1942 
A portion of the above printing was ·franked 

in red with a 25 cent. Kenya and Uganda 
meter mark by the D.P. & S.S. before supplies 
were sent to the A.P.O. for distribution. The 
reason for this was to eliminate the necessity 
of providing postage stamps to isolated 
A.P.O.'s in occupied enemy territory where, 
previously, when no stamps were available, 
cards were inscribed in ms. "Prepaid OET 
-25c." and the necessary franking was done 
at the Base. The meter used was an old 
type (in which the word Tanganyika does 
not appear)-Licence No. 4-and was sup
plied to the military authorities by the 
Remington Typewriter Agency, Nairobi. 

AUGUST, 1943 
From this date until the end of the war, 

one "Green" (so called because of similar 
green-coloured British and South African 
forms) or "Privilege" card was issued per 
month per man. They were immune from 
Unit censoring but might still be subject 
to base censorship. The cards have an addi
tional checkered or hollow blue triangle at 
bottom left, and on the back of the form 
is the inscription "I certify on m,y honour 
that the contents of this letter are of a pri
vate and f amity nature only . . . Signatur,e". 
In some cases this is preceded by the words 
"The following Certificate must be signed by 
the writer:-". 

TYPE 7-AUGUST, 1943 
Stiffish white unwatermarked paper, not 

blued. Inscriptions the same as those on 
Type 1, but the address "GT. BRITAIN" 
omitted, and there are differences in both 
type and lay-out. The origin of this card 
is unknown, but, as it still bore the words 
"Affix 3d. British Stamp here" at this late 
date, it was probably part of old imported 
stock. All cards seen bear the 25c. red meter 
mark described under Type 6a. 

Size . . 113 x 90 m.m. 

TYPE 8-AUGUST, 1943 
Origin unknown. Very similar to Type 7, 

but differing in the following respects: T.l. 
"AIR MAIL" instead of "BY AIR MAIL": 
T .r. "Affix Stamp here" only, and top and 
1·ight borders read "Affix gummed strip here". 
These cards also bear the 25c. red meter 
mark, and only the ''Privilege" variety, with 
hollow triangle, seems to have been issued 
in East Africa. 

Sfae . . 113 x 93 m.m. 

TYPE 9-AUGUST, 1943 
Printed by the Government Printer, Pre

toria, on buff-coloured paper. Inscriptions 
and lay-out identical with those of Type 4, 
except that at T.r. -there is a printed 25 cent 
Kenya and Uganda stamp. (See Fig. 2.) 
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The stamp was copied in detail from the old 
meter mark descrihed under Type 6a, even 
to The inclusion of the Licence Number "N.4". 
This imitating of a private stamping machine 
mark for Official use must sm·ely be unique 
in "stamp" designs. 

Size . . 128 97 mm. 

TYPE 9a 
"Privilege" Card-checkered triangle. 

TYPE 10-MARCH, 1944 
Pretoria print. Identical in every respect 

with Type 9, but top corners bevelled to save 
paper, as was the case with the Union Active· 
Service Letter Cards of that date. 25c. 
printed stamp. 

TPYE 10a 
"Privilege" card-checkered triangle. 

TYPE 10b 
Ordinary card without printed stamp. 

TYPE 11-JUNE, 1944 
50,000 printed by D.P. & S.S. ( U.D.F.), 

Nairobi, on white unwatermarked paper with 
no bluing, and no border line around the 
front. Inscriptions: Top and right borders 
"Affix gummed strip here"; J'.l. "Air Mail/ 
Letter Card/If anything is enclosed/ this let
ter will be sent/by ordinary mail"; T.r. 
"Affix/Stamp/ Here" Four dotted lines for 
address. 

Folded size .. 125 x 110 mm. 
TYPE lla 

"Privilege" Card-hollow triangle. 
TYPE 12-1945 

Forms now styled "AIR LETTERS" in
stead of "AIR MAIL LETTER CARDS". 

Imported British Army form "W.3077": 
grey paper with gummed flaps top and right. 

TYPE 12a 
"Privilege" card-hollow triangle. 

(To be continued) 

,¥. 

BRAZIL 
We are indebted to Dr. Mario de Sanctis 

for three stamps issued on 10th .July in con
nection with the Internati·onal Exhibition of 
l~dustry and Commmerce held at the Quintan
dmta Hotel, Petropolis, near Rio de Janeiro 
With special post.mark. Also another issued on 
13th August commemorating the centenary of 
the National School of Music, again with a 
special postmark which includes musical 
staves. 

,¥. 

HUNGARY 
The Postal Department informs us that on 

27th July there were issued the 10, 12, 20, 
40 and 60 f. denominations to complete the 
centenary set started coming out on 15th 
March. Also a new 60 f. stamp honouring the 

centenary of the birth on 27.7.1848 of Lorand 
Eotios, distinguished physicist. 

,¥. 

CAPE POST AL HISTORY 
The "Cape Times Magazine" of 28th August 

has a number of fine illustrations of star 
items in the collection which has been offered 
by Mr. A. A. Jurgens to the South African 
::vruseum. 

* UNION 2M. COMMEMORATIVE 
We are very pleased to have heard again 

from Mr. Lancelot A. B. Sharpe. He at one 
time sent us lots ·of information, but dropped 
out during the war; he now writes: 

"Lobdell, in his book on the Union Georgian 
stamps, remarks on p. 15 on the rarity of the 
2:sd. on covers from Natal dated 4th Novem
b~r, 1910 (day of issue), and states that only 
one such cover has been reported. I am lucky 
enough to have another, with a pair of stamps, 
registered at Durban on that date. I also have 
a fine used block of four from the same place 
on that date." 

;)/-. 

AN UNRECORDED UNION ''OFFICIAL" 
VARIETY 

:Mr. Lancelot A. B. Sharpe has also sent us 
from England a p,hotograph of an envelope 
in his collection. This is an O.H.M.S. cover 
sent from Pretoria by air on 28th Aug·ust, 
1931 to The Secretary, Office of the High 
Oom~issioner for the Union, London. It is 
franked by two 2d. "Official" stamps and _a 
6d. which is the particular subject of this 
note. 

It is a 6d. of the June, 1931, issue and the 
overprint has been so misplaced, the "Offisi
eel", properly .belonging to one stamp has b€:en 
printed on the next stamp to the left, with 
the result that "Official'' and "Offisieel" are 

transposed, although not at the usual distance 
apart found on a normal stamp. Mr. Sharpe 
reports further that he has a used block of 
6 (2 x 3) which shows, as it were, this trans
position in action-the overprints sloping 
gradually down from right to left so that in 
the end they would appear as seen in the 
illustration. 

We have been informed that a collector in 
the Union has a specimen with this overprint 
on the white margin of the sheet; probably 
there would have been, at the other end of 
the row, a stamp without overprint. 
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THE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

(W. H. Winde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
Next to Messrs. Ward & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

Stamp Collecting 
Stanley Phillips 

For All,, by 

How to Arrange and Write Up 
a Stamp Collection, by Stanley 

1/6 

Phillips . . 4/9 

Catalogues: ., 
Whitfield King-

British Empire . . . . 
Foreign Countries .. 

Reliant British Empire 
Stanley Gibbons' George VI 
Union Catalogue . . . . . . . . 
Supplement . . ·. . . . . . . . . . 

8/6 
17/6 
6/6 
4/9 
7/6 
0/9 

::,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111, 

The First Book To Be Published On :• 
MEDICINE AND SCIENCE IN POSTAGE 

STAMPS, by W. J. Bishop, F.L.A., and 

N. M. Matheson, F.R.C.S. 

Prominent among the many stamps that to-day 
"praise famous men" are those devoted to those 
eminent in the fields of Medicine and Science. 
In these days of thematic collecting they con
stitute a group having a particular appeal to 
the thousands of medical men and scientists who 
find interest in the cult of stamp collecting. 
Well illustrated, it contains a comprehensive 
and alphabetical list of stamps, supplemented 
by biographical and other notes. - ST AMjP 

COLLECTING. 

A fascinating and artistic portrait gallery is 

displayed before our eyes. A useful catalogue is 
included of medical men and scientific portrait 
stamps which also contains the names of some 
famous "truants" from medicine such as 
Cheknov, Clemenceau, Sun Yat Sen and Schiller. 
A most stimulating, lavishly illustrated book 
which is sure to meet with a cordial reception. 
-NINETY NINE "99." 

Cr. 8vo., pp. 82 (inc. 32 pp. illus. and index), 
price 7 /6 net. 

Harvey & Blythe, Ltd. 
6 HANOVER SQUARE, 

London, W.1 

Mint Seychelles 
S.G. S.G. 

2c. 1 2/- 2c. 53 4d. 
8c. 3 3/3 3c. 54 8d. 
4c. 2 8/6 6c. 55 1/-

10c. 4 5/6 18c. 58 5/6 
13c. 5 3/- 30c. 59 6/-
16c. 6 5/6 45c. 60 6/-

2c. 9 1/2 3c. 64 4/-
4c. 10 1/2 3c. 65 12/6 
8c. 11 2/6 3c. 66 5/-

10c. 12 4/6 2c. 67 8d. 
13c. 13 3/- 3c. 68 lOd. 
16c. 14 3/- 30c. 73 "3/3 

3c. 15 1-0d. 45c. 74 5/6 
12c. 16 2/3 75c. 75 6/3 
12c. 17 3/3 l½r. 76 16/-
18c. 29 5/6 2¼r. 77 22/6 
36c. 30 7/- 30c. 84 5/-
3e. 41 1/6 45c. 85 5/-
3c. 42 2/- 4c. 122a 3/6 
3c. 43 1/6 9c. 12.1a 1/-
6c. 4.4 1/6 12c. 124 1/3 

30c. 50 14/- 15c. 125 1/4 
30c. 51 47/6 20c. 126 1/4 

Prompt Atteqtion to Want Lists. 

Selecttons of British Colonials sent on approval 
against deposit or reference. 

P. 0. V. WARREN 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

-, 

The best medium for the medium 
buyer, 

Sales every three weeks. 

Special attention to overseas buyers. 

All material entrusted to us is carefully lotted 
in single country collections, single items 

and sets. 
Most sales also include wholesale lots. 

ACCURATE DESCRIPTIONS MEAN 
SAFETY IN BUYING. 
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S. RHODESIA METER POSTS 
Supplementary to the list of these given 

in our May issue by Mr. R. Axer, the follow
ing have been sent by Mr. W. G. Nodder. The 
letters S, B and G after them indicate post
marks of Salisbury, Bulawayo and Gwelo re
spectively: 

UMV 232 Farmers Co-Op. S. 
N 10 Rhodesia Co-operative Milk Co. 

:( 1936), Ltd. B. 
N 23 S.A.T. Co. (in diamond) when you 

are building. S. 
N 26 City of Salisbury, S. Rhodesia. S. 
N 27 Rhodesia Oxygen and Acetylene Co., 

Ltd. B. 
N 32 Hadden and Sly, Ltd., Drapers, Out

fitters, etc. S. 
N 35 Rhodesia Oxygen and Acetylene tCo.), 

Ltd. S. 
N 36 Barbour's Service at its best. S. 
N 44 (undecipherable). S. 
N 48 The Rhodesian Bata Shoe Co., Ltd. G. 
N 173 The ABC Guide for profitable ad-

vertising. B. 
N 37 4 The Salisbury Board of Distributors, 

Limited. S. · 
Incidentally, it may be noted that Mr. Nod

der has an article in the "Stamp Collet:tors' 
Fortnightly" of 14th Augu'St, with quite a lot 
of interesting details about this country's 
stamps. 

U.S.A. 
Latest commemoratives to arrive are the 

3c honouring William Allen White, author 
and editor, issued on 31st July; the 5c, featur
ing the Niagara Falls Bridge, symbolic of 
100 years peace and co-operation with Can
ada, issued on 2nd August; a 3c honouring 
Francis Scott Key, author •of the words of 
"The Star Spangled Banner," on 9th August; 
a 3c on 11th August "Saluting Young 
America," in connection with the Youth 
Month; a 3c Oregon Territory Centennial on 
14th August. 

BRITISH STAMPS USED AT ADDIS 
ABABA 

"Stamp Collecting" of 14th August gives 
fuller details of this usage than we have seen 
noted hitherto. 

They were employed between 6.4.41 and 
:n .1.42, being- affixed in and cancelled by the 
Army Base P.O. This arrangement lasted till 
the Ethiopian postal service was re-organized 
under South African direction and with the 
return of the Emperor shortly afterwards 
the Addis Ababa post office canceller was 
used and continued to be applied to British 
stamps, in limited numbers, up till 22.2.42 
when the new Ethiopian stamps were put on 
sale. 

More recently British stamps have been 
used on letters from the British Military Mis
sion attached to the Ethiopian army, but this 
is about to be withdrawn and such items will 
be scarce. 

The Dawn of S. African Philately! 

Cape of Good Hope 
1853-1863/4 

i-f I specialise in these ever-popular 
TRIANGULARS, and can always be re
lied upon for out-of-the ordinary pieces 
as well as the normal items. 

i-f Choice mint and used singles, pairs, 
blocks, covers, scarce postmarks, proofs, 
etc., all reasonably priced, sent on ap
proval against British references. 

i-f Also G. Britain, 1840-1940, early 
B.N. America, Pence Ceylon, Mauritius, 
N.S. Wales, N. Zealand and various 
W. Indies. 

"Every St.amp· an Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex England 

British En1 pire 
Classic Issues. 
We specialise in these stamps and 
invite enquiries from collectors of 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
CEYLON 

EARLY AFRICAN ·COLONIES 
INDIA 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
NEW ZEALAND 

TRANSVAAL 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Fine Material only at Reasonable Prices 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers since 1882) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 
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I SOCIETY N:EWS 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCHJTY 
Presi-dent, IL 1\I. Cameron; II on. Sec., S. Kagan

son, P.O Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd and •1th Thurs
days, at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 
p.m. 

. 22nd .July. The exhi!Jit for the evening ,vas Aus
tralian Commonwealth Commemoratives by ::\ir. R. 
A~er .. This c.omplete colleGtion was displayed in 
nunt imprint blO<'kS of four. :\Ir. Axer, who is 
an authority on Australian stamps, gave some in
teresting facts on these interesting issu€'s which are 
now so popular. It would be very difficult to get 
tog-ether a display of this nature at the present time. 

12th August. A re<'ord attendance of some sixty 
members, and the occasion this evening was in 
the nature of a red letter evening. Quite recently 
the University of Cape Town Philatelic Society be
came affiliated to our Society and honoured us with 
a visit in force. Each member exhibited a few 
sheetEt. ,vithout exception pages were carefully and 
tastefully mounted, and great individuality was 
shown. l\Iost of the stamps were modern, but the 
quality came as a gre.at surprise to the hosts. Their 
President, l\Ir. l\L Peisach,. explained that the So
ciety was formed eighteen months ago and. when 
circumstances permitted, meetings were held every 
two weeks. The present membership was 15. It is 
unanimously agreed that this was the pleasantest 
social and philatelic evening we present membe:.:s can 
remember, and all look forward to a repetition. 

L.H.R. 
)f,. 

THE PRETORIA RAILWAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. L. L. Brown; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. ,v. 

Kriste; Meetings, Second Wednesdays at 7.30 p.m. 
in the Berea Park Recreation Club. 

15tb September. The Society t:>elebrated its first 
birthday by holding the annual general meeting and 
rPports submitted by the various officers indicated 
the wonderful progrf>ss made by the Rociety since its 
inception. l\Iembership has grown from the original 
18 Foundation members to 70 to date, of which nnm
ber 33 are country members located all over the 
Union and South-West Africa. Philatelists ·who are 
employees or pensioners of the South African Rail
ways, Airways and Harbours are eligible to join. 
'.rhe following were elected to hol!l office for tne en
suing year: PresidEnt, ::\'Ir. L. L. Brown; Vice
President, l\Ir. H. W. Bond ; Hon. Seeretary, ::\Ir. ,v. Kriste; Hon. TreasurPr, 1\lr. H. Heron; Hon. 
Exchange Supt., 1\lr. L. H. J\IcLachlan; Librarian 
ru1d Hon. Asst. Secretary, Mr. T. Gulson. The com
mittee is looking forward to a bumper year. 

W.K. 
)f,. 

EAST LONDON PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Presiflent, :Mrs. R. Alabaster; Hon. Sec.-Treas., 
1\lr. E. H. Williams, P. 0. Box ms, East London; 
Meetings, 2nd Fridays, Colosseum Theatre Tea Room 
(upstairs). 

July. This was well attended and a full and pleas
ant evening it was. Our t,vo roving tourists, ::\Ie><
srs. Jensen and Durkin, returned full of· tales and 
good spirits, and were a<>cord('d a warm welcome home. 
1\Ir . .Jensen from his extensive tour overReas throuid1 
his homeland--Denrnark, Canada and America with 
many experiences to relate. both philatelic and other
wise. 1\Ir. Durkin from his tour of Southern Atrka, 
with tales of adventure and a nasty or the proverb
ial Rhodesian mosquito's stain. 

The first round of the All-Federation quiz was 
put o-ver with Yarying results, mostly fairly 1r1atis
factory, In fairness to the competitors, it must 
be said that some of the questions were worthy of 
more than the one minute allo,ved as the answer had 
to be left incomplete at the completi<1n of time. The 
displays for the evening ·were contribute<! by 
1\lessrs. Paviour tirnl Stander. The r. S .A. 's tabled 
by 1\Ir. Paviour ma<.le a very creditable and enjoyable 

display. 1\Ir. Stander showed mint imprint blocks 
of modern Australia and a welcome variety with 
world maps and stamps of the world depieting birds 
from around the globe. 1\lr. Dickenson eongratulated 
::\Ir. Stander on the patience and time needed to set 
his Birds of the World on Stamps. 

August. Another well-attended meeting with 1nany 
visitors from Southern Africa and overseas. Business 
was soon disposed of and the enjoyable surprise of 
our entry into the second leg of the quiz was an
noupced. Quiz master l\Ir. Gillespie and timekeeper 
1\Ir. Durkin again carried out duty with :Mr. Wil
liams doing long-shorthand. 

The response to questions was an improYemeut on 
the last batch, and results were fairl~· good "·ith 
many complete answers, and we hope to enter the 
next leg. 

1\lr. Watson then displayed his Gt. Britain which 
haR won for him so many awards ; comments an<I 
sighs were numerous, but l\Ir. Watson the Chiel still 
thinks the collection eould be further enhane1c-a by 
improved setting out. An enormous· task admittedly, 
hut what about it? Complete! aye, it is and all 
"·ith the l½d. 1924/26 tete-beehe mint and G. V £1 
green plate 221-ld. red in ½ slwet, the Edward Jubi
lee in miniature sheets mint. blocks, ete. ; there is 
little missing. 

::\Ir. Thornton displayed his Xatal t:>ollection and 
again sighs and wishful t:>omment were prominent. 
The 1857 on blotting paper with the ld. tete-oeche, 
the ls .. blue of which only 1,2;:;7 were issued, strips 
of 6 Queens used with ½d. overprint on piece, the 
inverted overprint, covers, officials and a small 
selection of Zululand. 

* l\IARITZBURG PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, R. :'.\Iorton ; Hon. Sec., S. P. Sherry, 
7G Je-smond Road, Pietermaritzburg; Meetings, 2nd 
Fridays, 7 .45 p.m., \Vomen's Club. 

The annual general meeting was hehl in April. 
1\lr. ::\Iorton, who has done yeoman SNviee as Sec
retary since the foundation of the So<'iety, being 
elected President. 

At the ~Iay meeting ProfeRsor Hattersley gave a 
most interesting talk on the Classies of Queensland, 
illustrated by pages from his own colleetion. 

The June meeting provided a very full programme 
with a tall, on the ::\I.E. F. overprints by the Presi
dent, followed by a talk, illustrated by a most com
prehensive display, on the stamps of Holland by 
Dr. Young. 

The main item on the programme at the July 
meeting was a display of the stamps of the Cnion 
of South Afrit:>a. Several members contributed to 
the display which was most comprehens)ve, ranging 
from essays and colour proofs through all the defi
nitive issues and including postage dues and offi
cials and many of the better known errors and 
Yarieties. The display proved most instruetive, an<l 
it is hoped to hold further "one country" displays 
in future, . 

At the AuguRt meeting members were asked to 
bring three pages from their colleetions for display 
and to give a brief talk on the main points of in
terest in the stamps coneerned. ::\Iiss BremnPr, 1\Iajor 
Compton and Messrs. Arbuckle, Draper, Emerton,. 
1\Iorton, Sheny and Turner took part in thh; · display 
which in.duded isRues of GrPat T:ritain, Hong Kong, 
Switzerland, Natal, Cape, Tripolitania, :-;1. Lucia, 
.-\scension, St. J-Iplena,. ('hamwl Islamls and covers 
of the inter-provincial p(•1·iod. 

* 
PORT ELIZABETH PHIL,\ TELIC SOC'IETY 

President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec .. Mr. G. P. 
Smith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; JJ[eet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Han 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

The business meeting was held on Tuesday 17th 
August, with Mr. Forbes in tlw ehair. 

The Secretary stated he had not received any 
news about the Quiz held last month. 

Owing to the absence of 1\lr. Fowler, who was 
reRponsible for the evening, :\Ir. G. P. Smith depu
tised and tabled about 70 eoyei-s, mostly of the 
Hoval Visit. Many of these WPre eanrelled on the 
Ro~·al Train in various parts of the l'nion and the 
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Rhodesias. The rPst of the covers were of Princess 
J<Jlizabeth's 21st Birthday, and the Hoyal Wedding. 
A few were from Xewfoundland and Australia. 

Four new members were admitted to the Society. 
)Ir. Levey then auctioned about 40 packets of 
stamps, and some of the issues from Stanley Gib
bons. 

L.E.C. 

ORANGE FRJ,~E STATE AND P.A~rTOLAND 
PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Pres,ident, Mr. C. A. Larsen; Hon. Secretary, l\Ir. 
R. G. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
Fridays each month, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein, 
7.30 p.m. 

The August meeting had a very good attendance. 
'r11e first half was taken up with various formal 
matters concerning the Exchange department, the 
Pretoria Exhibition and Congress, and the Annual 
Junior Stamp Com:vetition. The exhibit of the even
ing was given by ::\Ir. ::\I. Pienaar who showed a 
1in'e,, representative collection of the stamps or Hol
land. The display was the more appreciated as Mr. 
Pienaar had joined the ,philatelic ranlrn only recently 
and gave a good example to other more reserved new
comers of what can be done with enthusiasm in a 
short time. 

On a Saturday afternoon during ~.\.ngust, the long
awaited Junior Competition too}: place in which 
about 75 scholars of Bloemfontein schools partici
pated. Every visiting child received froo refresh
ments, every participant in addition a free stamp 
packet. The excitement of the children was great 
and their enthusiasm was stimulated by the display 
of picked pages from the collections of advanced 
collectors. The collections handed in for competi
tion were judged in three age-groups from • standanl 
3 upward. Quantity and rarity were not so much 
considered, but neatness and original arrangement. 
One boy in the second section received a special 
award, the "President~s prize," for a really unique 
and well-written°up collection. 

On a Saturday night, also during August, Dr. 
Freund visited the St. Andrew's Boys' College and 
gave there a brief talk on stamp collecting and 
thereafter an extensive display of stamps depicting 
"Sports" (roughly 300 pages). 

In September, the annual g-eneral me-eting vrns 
held, ,vhen the retiring officers gave their reports 
for the past year, which showed a satisfactory state 
of affairs all round. The followini office-bearers and 
committee members were elected for the ensmng 
year: Pre,ddent, ::\Ir. C. A. Larsen; Vice-Prf'sident, 
Dr. K. Freund; Hon. Secretary-Treasurer, ::\Ir. R. 
G. Lyon ; Exchange Superintendent. :\Ir. A. J. 
Denne; Publicity Officer, Dr. K. Freund; Hon. 
Auditor, :\Ir, F. B. Cattell; committee members, 
:\Iessrs. R. A. Brown, J. Howarth and J. W. 
Hodgson. 

At both the August and September meetin,gs the 
All-Federation Quiz was held. the Society having 
been fortunate to be in the running so far. 

K.F. 

* PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, 1\Ir. W. Redford; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. B. 

<Hassman, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, Public Library, 
7.45 p.m. 

At the meeting held on. 14th September Mr. J. 
G. G. Kupferman showed a fine selection or the 
stamps of France. 

The exhibit included some pre-stamp covers, flown 
rovers and field post covers. There were numProus 
fine used early Republican and Empire stamps. Many 
,vere in blocks and pairs. . 

Modern commemoratives were shown both mint 
lnd used. There were numerous paquebots and other 
inusual comrnemora tives, also Prench stamps used 
,n Algeria. 

Newspaper stamps, postage due stamps an<1 pre
)ancelled stamps as well as a few specimen stamps 
)f the early issues ,vere all induded. Commander 
E:noch, who spoke on the exhibit, pointed out how 
1early complete the exhibit was. During the evening 
he third round of the "Federation" quiz was heldd. 

I.I. 

THE JE\VISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTION 
Chairman, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, B. Joseph, 

143 London House, Loveday Street, Johannesburg; 
Meetings, last Thursday, Jewish Guild Memorial 
Hall, Von Brandis Street. 

At the meeting held on 26th August, the exlllbit 
was provided by ::\Ir. ,v. Oppenheim. :\Ir. Oppen
heim showed a few sheets of rarities from several 
countries, including British Colonial Commemora
tives, Air :\Iails, rare perforations,. flnd shades, 
Ptc. Every stamp was in perfect condition and was 
shown to advantage. 

::\Ir. L. Bue hen :-;poke on the exhibit, which was 
very mueh appreciated. 

• * 
ALL-FEDERATION QUIZ 

SECOSD ROUND 

I.I. 

Below are given the questions and anRwers of the 
second round : 

Q. 1 : What intra -Union Aerial Posts were. ther:e 
prior to the Introduction of the first reJ;ular aumail 
sevice in 1925, and in what years did they take 
place? 

A. 1: (1) Kenilworth-1\Iuizenberg, 1911-1~\ (2) 
Red Cross, Cape Town, 1918. (2b) Red Cross, Irans
vaal, 1918. (3) Pigeon Post, Cape Tovrn, 1919. (4) 
Handley Page Flight, 1920. 

Q. 2: Ascension. What were the distinguishing 
features of the stamps in use here during the fol
lowing periods: (a) 1910-1922, (b) 1922-24, (c) 
1924-33, ( d) ju 1934. 

A. 2: (a) British stamps; (b) St. HPlena stamps 
overprintPd "Ascension"; (c) K.G.V stamps of St. 
Helena type; ( d) ILG. V Pictorials. 

Q. 3: Zululand. When did it b~come adminis
traJively part of Xatal and when did the issue of 
Zululand stamps cease'! 

A. 3: (a) 31st December, 1897, and (b) 30th 
June, 1898. 

Q. 4: \Vhat wei:e the highest ~e!1ominated stamps 
issued in respecti,nly (a) Bntish East A,frica 
Protectorate; (b) Uganda Protectorate. 

A. 4: (a) 50 rupees; (b) 5 rupees. 
Q. 5: Pnion of South Africa. Who. were the 

printers of, and ,vhat printing processes were used 
for: (a) The 1925 Air stamps; (b) The 1929 Air 
stamps. 

A. 5 : (a) Cape Times, photo-Ii tho offset; (b) 
Government Printer, typography. 

Q. 6 : At least six countries in the area of the 
Quiz have stamps overprinted with the 1rorcls •'Half 
Penny" or "One Half Penny." How many of them 
do you know, 

.\. 6 : BritiRh Bechuanaland, Cape of Good Hope, 
:'.\Iauritius, Xatal, IU10desia, Transvaal Colony. 

Q. 7 : Rhodesia had a set of conunemor3:tive 
stamps in 1905. ,Yha t was the set commemoratmg? 

A. 7: (a) '.rlrn visit of the British Associati<;m for 
the Advanrem0nt of 8cience, and (b) the opemng of 
the Victoria Falls Bridge. 

Q. 8: Natal Fiscals used for Postage. Five valuPs 
of the Queen's Head Revenue stamps of 1903 were 
so used-what were their denominations? 

A. 8: 5/-, £1, £1 10/-, £5 and £10. 
Q. 9 : German South-West Africa. The issues of 

stamps for this territory in 189~ and in 1898 were 
German stanms with an overpnnt. Two types of 
overprint were used. What were their distinguishing 
features, 

A. 9 : 1897, Deutsch-Stidwest-Afrika. 1898, 
Deutsch-SUdwestafrika. 

Q. 10: ~t. Helena is,med a_Centenary set in 1~34. 
What event in 1834 was this set commemoratrng? 

A. 10: British Colonisation. 
The survivors of this round, given in the order- of 

marks allotted were: ""est Rand Stamp Club, Or
ange Fre-e State and Basutoland Philatelic Society. 
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Philate.Jic Society of. Johannesburg, and the East 
London l'hila telic Society. 

THIRD ROUND 
Q. 1: \\·hat watermarks may he found on the 

stamps of the first issue of Rhodesia (British 8outh 
Africa Company) '? 

A. 1: (1) Parts of \Vm. Collins Som~ & Co.'s 
monogram, and Pure line wove bank; (~) Same with 
Bxtra 8trong 139; (3)W.T. & Co.; (4) 1011; 
( ;-; ) Wiggins Tea pc & Co., London. 

Q. 2: Hy whom Wf're the 4d. Triangular stamps 
of South-\\'est Africa perforated? 

A. 2 : J olm Meinert, Ltd., \Vindhoek. 

Q. 3 : Give the names of the countries to which 
lwlong stamps showing the fo .. owing overprints : 
(Note: Quiz-masters must desc,ribe each overprint 
so that teams may write them down). 

(a) 4 
CP'nts 

(b) SIXTEEN CENTS 

(c) 18 CENTI-\ 
(cl) 'l'wo 

& 
Half 

A. 3: (a) East Africa and Pg:rnrla Protectorates; 
(b) Mauritius; (c) SeychelleR; (rl) Zanzibar. 

9. 4: Katal. What noteworthy postal and phila
~~hisir{?rrences took place here in the; early months 

A. 4: A shortage of 1<1. f-tamps, to mf'et which 
(a) letters were acf'epted and marked "Onp halt
penny rect>ived in money'' ; (b) 6d. stamp overprinted 
"l'ostagt>/HalfpP1rny." ·ThPSP werp quickly bouo-ht 
up; (c) ld. stamps oYerprinted ''Half." " 

Q. 5: Mauritius stamps art> known used Plse
-where than in that island itself. \Yhne, and how 
can such usage be recognized? 

A. 5: SPychelles 1860-90, B 64 postmark. tlodri
giwz 1860-90, B 65 postmark; after that a double 
cirele postmark with "Rodriguez." . 

Q. 6: Kanw the denominations and give the date 
of issue of the Union stamps printed by l\lessrs. 
\Vaterlow & Sons. 

A. 6: ½d., ld. and 6d., 192fi. 

Q. 7 : Wbat happened to the territory of thP 
"X~w Rt>I>ublic" subsequent to its being a self-gov
ermng state? 

A. 7: In 1887 or 1F<88 it was amalgamated in thP 
~ ~t;t. In 1903 the territory was · transfer1 ed to 

Q. 8: A~ least 6 privately org-anisl.'d local posts, 
complete. with stamps or labels, han:., operated in 
the terntory covered by our Quiz. Name them. 

fl. 8: (1) Mount Currie Express; (2) Fox Hill 
(:'.';atal) f?OSt: (3) y .H.B. _Express, X. Trans,·aal; 
(4) Tatl Concessions: (a) Renter's Tele•,.rams 
l\Ia~abelela~d ;, (6) ;~chulke and Mayr, Germa.1~ Ea~t 
Africa; (, ). :rhe ,. ganda l\lissionary issues might 
perhaps be mcluded. -

Q. ?= Give all the watermarks you can think 
of, winch are to be found on the stamps of the 
Heclrnanalands (British Bechuanaland and Bechu~ 
analand Protectorate) . 

A. 9 .: Th~re ar~ 11,, all of which can readily hP 
tom~d rn Gibbons Catalog-ue, except the single 
, prmgbok on the o':erprinted ld. Pnion, me:mt for 
fiscal use but sometm1es found postally used. 

Q,- 10: What is the rarest 5s. stamp of tlw Cape 
of C,ood Hope and what are the other :is. issues? 

A. 10: Crown CA of 1883. 'l'hP otlwrs are Crown 
CC, cabled anchor orange and brown orange (all 
Hope seated), and the K. I·~. VII ht>ad. ( 

. ~!le m~rks of tlw four Societies partieipa ting were 
~ ei~ closf', bl!t aft,•r ca1•pfnl consideration the arl
Judicators deridPd that the two to enter the· fin·d 
J~Ol!IHl ~Yerf ~he WPst Rand Stamp Club anrl tiie 
I ~nlatehc Socwty of Johannesburg. 'rl1P last scenes 
will take place at the Pretoria CongTPSS. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, N. Rho
desia, Nyasaland, S. Rhodesia, Swazi
land, S.W. Africa, in large or small 
quantities. Send or write by Air 
Mail to: 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E.9, England. 

Sierra Leone wanted. Full Gibbons Cata
logue prices offered for superb used 
copies of Numbers 43, 47 to 53, 74, 
77 to 84, 90, 93, 94, 95, 123 to 127, 
132, 133, 133A, 146A, 147, 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, 
J ohannesbnrg. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

Stamp Catalogues (Current) - 1949 
George VI: Gibbons' British Empire, 
Part 1, 5/-. 1948, Whole World: Gib
bons' Simplified, 18/3; Scott, 46/3; 
Yvert, 33/9. British Empire: Whitfield 
King, 10/-. United States: Gibbons, 
4/-. Union of South Africa: N.P.S., 
7 /9. Prices quoted cover postage 
within the Union. Orders now taken 
for British _Empire to year 1948 
against deposit of 5/-. 

The Globe Postage Stamp Company, 
Slave Tree Corner, Church Square, 
Box 3001, Cape Town. 

Wanted.-Union of South Africa first 
day covers, also commemorative 
covers. Please send details and price 
to: 

M. van Laun, P.O. Box 3642, Johannes
burg. 

All different: 200 Great Britain £4; 300 
Brazil £3; 500 Italy £2 15s. 

F. G. Fifoot, P.T.S., 125 College Road, 
Moseley, Birmingham, England. 
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AUSTRALIA 
The High Commissioner intimates that 

there was due to appear on 13th September a 
2M. stamp in honour of Ferdinand von 
Mueller. An international Scout Jamboree is 
being held from 19.12.48 to 9.1.49 and a 
special 2:\d. stamp will be on sale at all post 
offices during that period. The proposed 2M. 
Henry Lawson stamp will be issued early in 
1'949 and this will be followed bv the series 
of 2M., 3~d. and 1s. 6d. stamps· commen1or
ating the Royal Visit to Australia. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
The Postal Administration has sent us a 

.special envelope with three stamps, 1.50, 3.00 
and 5.00 issued in honour of the centenary of 
the 1848 risings, cancelled with a special mark 
in red. The stamps feature portraits of, re
spectively, M. J. Hurban, L. Stur and M. M. 
Hodza. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
From various sources we gather the fol

lowing: 
.Ascension : ld. colour to be black and green 

and design changed to that on the present 10s. 
value. The Hd. to be changed t'O black and 
claret and the 2d. to black and red. 

Falkland Islands: 2d. value to be re-intro
duced, black and red, swan design; 2~d. 
changed to Upland Goose design, in black and 
blue-black; 6d. to be in black only, not black 
and brown as previously stated. 

St. Helena : ld. to be in black and green, 
1 M. black and claret, and 2d. black and red. 

SURCHARGE OR OVERPRINT 
THE USELESS DISTINCTION 

Our June issue carried a short article by 
Mr. Stephen G. Rich on the futility of 1nak
ing a distinction between a surcharge and an 
overprint on the basis that the former indi
~ated a change in the value of the stamp, the 
latter not. 

He now sends this additional note: 
Those among us who insist upon differenti

ating the words "surcharge" and "overprint" 
have never yet even attempted to answer one 
essential question. That is: Of what use, valid
ity, or other value is the distincti-on between 

an overprint that changes face value of stamp 
and one that does not? 

The fact, as I see it, is that the distinction 
they want to make is not one that corresponds 
to any need in considering or classifying 
stamps. It does not correspond to any actual 
difference and in fact separates things that 
belong togethel'. The most conspicuous case 
to show this might be the Transvaal ll.101-2 
E.R.I. issue, in which the terms separated, 
make a distinction between the two M. stamps 
that corresponds to nothing significant . . . 
certainly to nothing of any philatelic import
ance. 

-Stephen G. Rich. 

INDIA 
The Gandhi memorial set was put ion sale 

on 15th August, the first anniversary of In
dia's independence. There are four values: 
Ha, 3fa, 12a and lOR. They were printed in
Switzerland by photogravure and are to be on 
sale for three months, if not exhausted by 
then. 

GERMANY 
According to "Stamp Collecting,'' the Rus

sian zone can now be credited with 12,960 dif
ferent provisionals from 810 post offices. 
\Vhen the Russians had to counter the cur
Tency reform they had not got the "Sovjet
ische Besatzungs Zone" overprint ready so all 
offices were authorised to overprint their 
stocks with their postal money order stamp. 
These were on sale from 24th June to 2nd 
July, and were valid up to 10th July. 

We are informed by Karl Ludwig Meyer of 
( 21b) Wasserscherdc/Post Burbach/British 
Zone that he is secretary of a South and 
South-West Africa Study Circle. They publish 
a monthly news-sheet and have a handbook 
on S.W.A. in preparation which will probably 
be published this year. Membership fee is 
2s. 6d. 

''Philatelie-Equator" announces that the 
700th anniversary of Cologne Cathedral set of 
12 stamps previously reported, has been cut 
down to four values, amounting in all to 92 
pf. for postage and 78 pf. surtax which goes 
to the rebuilding fund. 

a valuable collection of Dispersing 

BRITISII COLONIALS 
The 19th century portion at approximately one-third catalogue and the later issues 

one-half catalogue. 
Applicants for approvals will receive my personal and prompt attention. 

REFERENCES PLEASE. 

J. BIRD, 
116, HIGHLANDS HEATH, LONDON, S.W.15., GREAT BRITAIN. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

178 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. October, 1948 

cplate 

of 
Indications 

the Union 

of 
of 

by 

A. HILTON SYDOW. A.S.A.A., C.A. (S.A.) 

~ 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111i1111111111rrt1111111111111111111111,11111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111• .. 

The bicoloured electrotyped %d. stamps of 
the Union of South Africa were printed on 
paper watermarked multiple "Springbok 
Head", firstly by Waterlow and Sons Limited. 
of London Wall, England, and subsequently 
by the Union Government Printer in Pretoria, 
from flat eJ.ectrotyped plates manufactured 
by the Royal Mint in London. For the pur
pose of this article these plates are de
signated "Head Plates" and "Frame Plates". 

Each "Head Plate" comprised 240 (20 x 
12) vignette cliches each of which exhibited 
a head of a "Springbok" on a lined back
ground. Each "Frame Plate" comprised 240 
(20 x 12) frame design cliches one moiety 
of which inter alia included the recessed nega
tive lettering the u n h y p h e n a t e d 
"SUIDAFRIKA", together with "POSSEEL
INKOMSTE", and the other moiety the 
negative ·lettering "SOUTH AFRICA" with 
its concomitant "POST AGE REVENUE". 
The Afrikaans inscribed and the English 
inscribed frame cliches were located in 
alternate positions throughout the plate. The 
cliches on each "Head Plate" and on each 
"Frame Plate"· were surrounded by co-ex
tensive jubilee or guard lines. 

For the printing of these electrotyped 
stamps two Head Plates and two Frame 
Plates were utilised in London and in Pretoria 
in combination as follows:-

(1) In London-1925-1926. 
Head Plate No. 1 and Frame Plate No. 1. 
(a) On paper with watermarks in normal 

positions. 
(b) On paper with inverted watermarks. 

(2) In P•retoria-1926-1928. 
Head Plate No. 1 and Frame Plate No. 1. 
(a) · On paper with watermarks in normal 

positions. 

(b) On paper with inverted waterma1·ks. 
(3) In Pretoria-1928-1930. 

Head Plate No. 2 and Frame Plate No. 2. 
(a) On paper with watermarks in normal 

positions. 
(b) On paper with inverted watermarks. 

(4) In Pretoria--1930-1931. 
Head Plate No. 2 and Frame Plate No. 1. 

(a) On paper with watermraks in normal 
positions. 

(b) On paper with inverted watermarks. 
(5) In Pretoria--1948. 

Head Plate No. 2 and Frame Plate No. 2. 
(a) On paper with watermarks in normal 

positions. 
It is interesting to record that in spite of 

vigilant searching, stamps printed from the 
combination of Head Plate No. 1 and Frame 
Plate No. 2 have not been found up to the 
present. And incidentally it may be re
corded also that the Union OFFICIAL
OFFISIEEL overprints have not been found 
on stamps printed from the combination Head; 
Plate No. 2 and Frame Plate No. 1. 

The London printed stamps were perforated 
by a comb machine which functioned from 
left to right across a sheet horizontally, whilst 
the Pretoria printed stamps were perforated 
by a comb machine ,vhich functioned from 
right to left across a sheet horizontally. The 
1948 Pr•etoria printed stamps were perforated 
by a harrow machine which functioned from 
top to bottom across a sheet vertically. In 
the table, p. 180, the letters used and their 
significances are LM-Left Margin, TM
Top Margin, BM-Bottom Margin and RM
Right Margin; PP-Partly Perforated, I
Imperforat•e, and P-Perforated; HP-Head 
Plate and FP-Frame Plate. • 

A number of sheets of stamps printed in 
Pretoria from Head Plate No. 2 and Fram~ 
Plate No. 2 were issued with all stamps in 
vertical row No. 1 of each sheet in impe1·
forate condition on their left sides; the left
hand margins of these sheets were also in 
imperforate condition. 

PLATE INDICATIONS 
1. Head Plate No. 1. 

(a) For indications in jubilee lines above 
stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 1, see 
"H.1" in Sketch No. 2. 

(b) For indications in jubilee lines below 
stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 20, see 
"H.1" in Sketch No. 3. 

(c) No diagonal cuts in jubilee line below 
stamps No. 240 or No. 12 of Row 20. 

(d) Two points in jubilee line marked "c" 
in Sketch No. 1 infra. 
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2. Frame Plate No. 1. 
(a) F~r indications in jubilee lines above 

stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 1, see 
"F.1" in Sketch No. 2. 

(b) For indications in jubilee lines below 
stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 20, see 
"F.1." in Sketch No. 3. 

( c) Small pointed indentation together 
with larger rounded indentation in the 
jubilee to the right of stamp No. 228 
or No. 12 of Row 19, marked "A" and 
"B" anent "F.1" in Sketch No. 1. 

( d) Diagonal extension of left limb of the 
terminal "A" of "SUIDAFRIKA" on 
stamp No. 237 or No. 9 of Row 20. 
marked "D" in Sketch No. 1. 

3. Head Plate No. 2. 
(a) For indications in jubilee lines above 

stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 1, see 
"H.2" in Sketch No. 2. 

(b) For indications in jubilee lines below 
stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 20, se8 

I 

London HP I and FP I 
I 

Pretoria HP I and FP I I 
Pretoria HP 2 and FP 2 I (1928) 

Pretoria HP 2 an<l FP I 
I 
i 

i 

I Pretora HP 2 and FP 2 
(1918) 

"H.2" in Sketch No. 3. 

(c) Broken horizontal jubilee lines above 
stamps Nos. 1, 2, 8 and 9 of Row 1. 
Broken vertical jubilee adjacent to 
stamps No. 1 of Rows 8 and 16. 

( d) Two diagonal cuts in jubilee line be
low stamp No. 240 or No. 12 of Row 
20, marked "H.2" in Sketch No. 1 at 
the foot hereof. 

4. Frame Plate No. 2. 

(a) For indications in jubilee lines above 
stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 1, see 
"F.2" in Sketch No. 2. 

(b) For indications in jubilee lines below 
stamps Nos. 6 and 7 of Row 20, see 
"F.2" in Sketch No. 3. 

L:\I I 
J 

pp I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

(l) Round2d indentation in jubilee line ad
jacent to stamp No. 12 of Row 2, and 
also in jubilee line adjacent to stamp 
No. 12 of Row 15. Indentation in 
jubilee line below stamp No. 4 of Row 
20. 

Sketch No. 1 shows the jubilee lines adja
cent to stamps Nos. 228 and 240 and in order 
to economise space it includes an enlargement 
of the "A" flaw referred to supra. Sketches 
Nos. 2 and 3, show the jubilee lines above and 
below stamps No's. 6 and 7 of a sheet. The 
reference lett,ers and numerals-HJ, F.1, 
t{.2 and F.2-signify Head Plate No. 1. 
Frame Plate No. 1, Head Plate No. 2 and 
Frame Plate No. 2 respectively. 

.THE 1948 PRINTINGS 

On the evening of the 9th July, 1948, Mr. 
Axer apprised me per telephone that he had 
visited a certain Cape Town Branch Post 
Office and that his attention had been spe
cially attracted by surrounding jubilee lines 
which appeared on sheets of ½d. denominated 
postage stamps which were then on sale. 
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I 

Subsequent closer examination revealed that 
jubilee lines below stamp No. 240 of a sheet 
exhibited two cuts diagonally. I thereupon 
asked Mr. Axer to procure and to forwa1·d 
me on the morrow a complete sheet of these 
stamps. Eventually I was pleasantly sur
prised to discove1· that the erstwhile electro
typed plates, namely Head Plate No. 2 and 
Frame Plate No. 2, had been brought into 
active service again at Pretoria after a lapse 
of 20 years, and at the same time that say
ing of yore entered my mind-SEMPER 
ALIQUID NOVI EX AFRICA. 

Thus to Mr. Axer belongs the credit for 
the discovery of the re-introduction of the 
Union's unhyphenated and typographed ½d. 
stamps depicting the "Springbok Head", but 
it should be noted that almost simultaneously 
and independently they were found at a Trans
vaal P.O. on the Wes't Rand and have since 
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that time been on sale at a variety of places 
(mostly small offices) throughout the Union. 

From the 9th July, 1948, onwards these 
stamps were on sale at the Mill Street P.O. 
and the Caledon Square P.O. in Cape Town. 
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Stanley Gibbons' Priced Catalogue of K.G. 
VI Stamps. 1949. 1st. Ed. Price 3s. 6d. 
plus 2d. postage. 

As with life generally, speaking of cata
logues gets more and more complicated. At 
one time collectors just said "Gibbons" and 
everybody knew what was meant. Now we 
have Part I, British Empire; Parts II to 
VIII, Foreign Countries; a "Simplified"; and 
now comes "King George VI". \Ve are not 
really complaining, because in a way it is 
making things easi,er; collectors will not re
quire to buy catalogues of great numbers 
of countries which do not interest them, but 
only those which do. 

The present volume is really only a section 
of their Part I, British Empire catalogue, 
but brought up to date and somewhat elabo
rated by including more watermark varieties. 
shade and paper varieties and the grouping 
together of stamps of each gauge of per
foration. It is not intended, however, as a 
highly specialised work. 

Included in it are lists for the correspond
ing period of stamps of such countries as 
Burma, Egypt, Iraq, Transjordan, Palestine 
and the Native States of India, which, while 
now independent, were formerly included jn 
Empire catalogues. 

Some 4,500 stamps and 1,000 illustrations 
are included and it will be found particularly 
useful by that large group of collectors who 
concentrate on the stamps of the present 
reign. 

Greece. \Ve have received a copy of a 

It was noted from used copies that at a 
later date they were on sale also at Caledon. 
\Vellington and Malmesbury. It has been 
reported that they wen~ on sale at Barkly 
West during July, 1948. 

~cw zo b 7 

F.I. 

H.1 
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3i ~,..., 

R.ow. io 7 
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H,2, 

3!;,_ ""'"" 
Sketch Xo. 3 

philatelic magazine, but it is literally "Greek 
to us". Any reader interested should com
municate with Sophocles Pantaleon, P.O. Box 
365, A thens. 

Iraq. The Mesopotania Stamp Gallery, 
6/111 Bab-el-Agha Ave., Baghdad, sends us 
an advertising price lest, posted in London 
and understamped, so that we had to pay 9d. 
on it. 

We only refer to it because of one curious 
bit of information contained therein. Iraq 
is to have an air mail set soon and two 
miniature sheets, one perforated, the other 
imperforate, are also to· be issued. There 
are also to be two similar sheets of the :cur
rent set with the young King's portrait. 

These sheets, however, are only being made 
for collectors and they are not recogni·sed 
even by the posal authorities issuing them 
as valid for postage. A lovely ramp! 

Mekeel's Weekly. Celebrating the issue of 
their 3,000th number, our contemporary came 
out on 5th July with a special issue, the 
front page featuring their Vol. 1, No. 1, of 
7th January, 1890, although actually they 
began life with an error, it should' have been 
1891. This error was carried on two issues 
before correction. 

We have found an error in this issue. A 
short note illustrates the "4 Potatoes Stamp" 
of Tristan da Cunha and in the text it is 
stated that the island is now under the Go
vernment of the Union of South Africa with 
the same regulation as to postage. Not quite 
correct; it is still a dependency of St. Helena. 

Ned,erlands·ch Mcunzdblad 'voor Philatelie. 
We are informed that Mr. J. H. van Peussem 
has finished him term as editor and his post 
has been taken over by Mr. J. C. NorenburA 
at Bergselaan 101A, Rotterdam, Holland. 
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IF you are a beginner-

1 F you are a general collector-

1 F you are a specialist- -

"THE 

PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE" 

can always offer you a feature of 
interest. Every issue contains one 
specialised article, several pages 
of easy reading, and a fully illus
trated New Issue Chronicle listing 
the latest stamps from all over 

the world. 

Subscription 10/- per annum 
from 

Harris Publications Ltd. 
Members B.P.A., P.T.S. (London), C.S.N.T.P. 

(Paris) 

455 STRAND LONDON W.C.2 

As Mr. Hunt, of Johannesburg, 

says, we might also be able to help 

YOU with something in: 

,POLAND, CROATIA, TRIESTE,. 
ITiALY, ITALIA,N COLONl:Es, 
JUGOSLAVIA, VATICA1N, 

Etc., Etc. 

Want Lists and enquiries welcomed. 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S. 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

"THE DIRECT IMPORTERS" 

For 

CLASSIC ISSUES 
Write to 

DOUGLAS 
ROTH, 

B.P.A. 

c/o Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd., 
Adderley Street, 

Cape Town. 

Mr. Roth will be attending the 
Exhibition in Pretoria and will be 
staying at Polley's Hotel, where he 
will be pleased to meet any phila-

telists who care to contact him. 

For The 

FINEST 

STAMPS 
CLASSICS to NEW ISSUE 

Write for our Monthly List of Offers from 

one of the finest stocks in the country 

Superb early lmperforates to the latest 
Pictorials. 

Wants Lists of all countries receive 
prompt attention. 

H. E. WINGFIELD. 

392 Strand, London, W.C.2. 
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SOUTH WEST AFRJCA 
THE I 9 3 I PICTORIAL STAMPS 

By W. H. BOTTOMLY 

( Contimwd from pctge 152 of September issue) 

,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111•1•111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111.,. 

(THE 2s. 6d. STAMP CONTINUED) 
The Etosha Pan itself is a most interesting 
feature. I have seen this pan so dry that 
a motor-car could race over it, and also after 
rains, when all the water runs down from 
Ovamboland, fills up the pan and links it 
to the smaller pans in the country. There 
is no run-off from the pans by way of rivers 
and I presume this water is the source of 
the artesian water in South-West Africa. 
From one spring at N amutoni that water 
rushes out in full force, and nearer Tsumeb 
there is the Ojikoto lake, said to be an old 
crater, which maintains its water level under 
all conditions of drought. I doubt if the 
bottom of this lake has ever been sounded, 
on one occasion it was sounded up to 700 
feet and then bottom was not reached. 

We can now take the ls. 3d. value, which 
shows Eland in the veld. This also is taken 
from a photograph, the picture being taken 
on the Omataka Ranch of the South-\Vest 
Africa Gold Storage Co. This ranch is situ
ated in the country between Okahandja and 
Otjiwarongo, north of Windhoek. As most 
of you are aware the Eland is the largest 
and most docile of all the antelope family in 
South Africa, and requires more protection 
than the lighter and quicker animals. The 
meat is excellent and in size and weight the 
male is quite equal to an ox. For this rea
son, perhaps, the ranch is a good place to 
protect them. In design the stamp differs 
from the others of the issue in so far as it 
is one of the few stamps ever issued in 
which the name of the country is included 
in the vignette. In fact, Messrs. Bradbury 
Wilkinson seem to have incorporated quite 
a number of different styles of bord•ers and 
lettering into this issue, but as in this case 
it was the subject of the stamp that was 
the main feature, I do not think that the 
different styles of bordering and lettering are 
of much account in such an issue. 

The ls. stamp is also from a pho:ograph 
and shows a view of the country near \Vind
hoek taken on the road leading to Okahandja. 
Apart from the view there is nothing of spe
cial interest in this stamp. 

The Gd. stamp, taken from a photograph, 
takes us to the coast and shows a view looking 
across Luderitz Bay to the island nearby. 
The Island contains the hospital and is now 
connected by a short causeway to the main
land. The town was originally founded by 
one Luderitz who was a German trader. 
One can imagine that it took a lot of pluck 

and determination to sta1t a venture in such 
a place as Luderitzbucht must have been say 
80 or more years ago. It was built on a 
rocky spit backed by sand dunes and could 
only have be•en built up to its present size 
through the diamond mines found in the 
vicinity. On a fine day it is a pleasant 
spot for a few hours stay, but with the 
terrific winds that prevail at times it is 
anything but a pleasant place to live in. 
It is also a place without any natural water 
supply, and all water has either to he con
densed from the sea water or brought in 
from outside, hence the high water charges 
in this coast town. There is practically no 
rainfall at Luderitz, one inch in a year or 
so being considered quite good. Like most 
areas in the coastal belt under desert con
ditions there is, ho,vever, a very heavy dew, 
so much so that it is possible at times to 
get quite a good run of water from the roofs 
of the buildings. Near this town at Diaz 
Point and Halifax Island are the Guano 
Islands. These, with their penguins as in
habitants, are a wonderful sight and per
haps as these birds do not require fresh 
water, they may be considered among the 
luckiest of the inhabitants of these parts. 
I put forward a few photographs showing 
the town and neighbouring country for your 
viewing. 

The 4d. stamp, depicting the Waterberg 
Mountains, is taken from a photograph of 
a painting. The original painting was made 
by a German scholar named Blatt, who was 
about 15 years of age when the painting 
\\·as made. The d;strict i'S near Otjiwarongo 
and shows typical South-West Africa scenery 
in the district. As regards the geographical 
position it covers that portion of the country 
between the 5s. stamp of Korub and the 
ls. 3d. stamp of the Elands. 

The 3d. stamp gives a good view of the 
Government Buildings in Windhoek, as situ
ated during the occupation period. The 
grounds around this building have now been 
laid out in ornamental gardens and lawns 
and the view is more beautiful than that 
shown on the stamp. The buildings are un
doubtedly the best in the town and we:re 
completed by the German Government just 
in time to be taken over by the Union troops 
during the South-West African campaign. 
Windhoek, in spite of its small population, 
is a very clean and pretty tovm. It has 
been greatly improved during the Jast 30 
years and can now boast of a good water 
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supply and electric light, far different to the 
position 30 years ago when the main source 
of water was the hot thermal surings ·which 
fortunately rise to the surface it almost the 
highest point in the town. These at that 
time provided hot running water in the 
houses, a boon in winter, but not so good 
in the hot summer time. I am putting up 
some views taken in Windhoek and neighbour
hood so that you can judge the type of coun
try there. 

The 2d. stamp is also from a photograph 
and shows the "Bogenf els" on the sea coast 
situated just south of the Pomona Diamond 
Fields, which area now forms part of the 
Consolidated Diamond Holdings. This rock 
feature is a break in the natural formation 
caused by erosion from the sand blast of 
the air and the action of the sea. The rock 
formation in this part of the country is sub
ject to much erosion from the strong winds 
and loose sand, the rocks, in fact, become 
sandblasted and the quartz lay,2rs in the 
rock formations stand out in ridges from 
every part of the rock exposed to the action 
of the winds. The Bogenfels itself is rather 
d_ifficult to explain, but I can say that from 
the sea bed to the top of the arch is fully 
200 feet, and from the top of the rock, which 
can be approached from the land side, it is 
possible to look down through holes formed 
by erosion and see the break·ers dashing
against the shore side of the rock. This 
represents more or less the southerly part 
of the territory at the coast and I think 
the stamp is one of the most pleasing of the 
series. I am putting up a larger size photo
graph of the feature to enable you to see 
better the size and type of the surrounding 
country. 

The ld. and 1;~d. stamps are, as I before 
mentioned, taken from designs submitted in 
the competition. The ld. depicts a cross as 
erected by the early Portuguese explorers 
with a Po1·tuguese Galleon on the sea in 
the background; the Bushman typical paint
ing designs in the borders are of the dis
covered views found in the country. The 
½d. stamp depicts a Gorn Pauw and was 
submitted in the competition by a school
girl being educated at the Gov•crnment School, 
Swakopmund. It is quite a pleasing design 
and represents the bird life of the countrv. 

Regarding the airmail stamps, in both of 
these the planes have been superimposed on 
photographic views of Windhoek. The 3d. 
stamp shows a view looking from the Native 
Hospital across the river bed towards the 
Lutheran Church. The 10d. value shows a 
view from the Gov,ernment Buildings looking 
out over the river in the opposite direction. 
Bradbury Wilkinson do not appear to have 
made much of a success of the superimposed 
planes; they appear too large for the stamps 
and I have been told that they are not true to 
type. These stamp values are no longer used in 
the territory and the stamps can no longer 
be purchased from the post office there. 

The later value 1 ½d. monocoloured stamp, 
introduc•ed when the 1 ½d. airmail services 

to all parts of the Commonwealth and Empire 
started, was designed by Bradbury Wilkinson 
from suggestions put forward by the Director 
of Posts and Telegraphs. The stamp shows 
the various methods of transport used in 
carrying an airmail letter into and out from 
the country, and includes a Junker Aircraft, 
the Athlone Castle Mail Steamer and one of 
the latest express engines of the period. The 
true types of transport were obtained from 
the office of the High Commissioner at South 
Africa House from models at that office. 

This was also the occasion of a new issue 
of Postage Dues, after a long series of over
printed Union issues. It was, in fact, the 
first British country to break away from 
the standardised tablet issue seen up to that 
date and the fore-runner of more pleasing 
designs, such as thos•e of Newfoundland, 
New Zealand and others. 

Well I hope I have succeeded in giving 
information about this country and its stamps 
which will make it more interesting to you 
as collectors in the future. The issue was 
arranged directly by the South-West African 
Administration and approval was obtained 
from the Union Government to us•e the 
springbok watermarked paper on which it 
wa1s printed. I trust that when our own new 
issue is made, due consideration will also be 
given to the outstanding physical and natural 
beauty spots in the Union. If a bilingual 
stamp can be built up I am sure we shall 
all be pleased. That this can be done is 
shown by the bilingual issues made by South
West Africa for the Silver Jubilee. This is, 
I think one of the best-designed issues of 
the country and one of the most pleasing. 

In bringing these few observations about 
the pictorial stamps of South-West Africa 
to a close, I hav8 to thank Col. J. Venning-, 
D.S.O., the first Director of Posts and Tele
graphs in South-West Africa, who has will
ingly given me every assistance in filling in 
information about the country and its postal 
services and particularly with r•egards to the 
situation of some of the views shown on 
the stamps. We are also indebted to him 
for the opportunity he has afforded us to 
see the original printings on card which I 
am showing now. He was at the time re
sponsibl•c for getting the issue built up and 
I think you will agree with me that it is 
a very creditable effort. 

British Colonial New Issues 

A comprehensive new issue service is available 
for all collectors wishing to secure all British 
Colonial mint new issues, soon after release. 
ANY country or to ANY value. Perf. varieties, 
etc. Terms: 10% ON FACE VALUE. Send 
stamps for brochure. Wants lists appreciated 
for George V items and sets George VI, obso
letes, etc. Mint or used. Approvals available. 

The Mayflower Stamp Co., 
18 YORK STREET, PLYMOUTH, 

ENGLAND 
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As the steward puts the finishing 
touches to his table, he hears the Chef 
checking with the Chief Steward the number 
of passengers coming through for dinner. 

1 hen as though by the rhythm of the 
wheels, he hears that number being multi
plied . . . 2cc, 400, 4,cco, 4co,~oo, 
4,000,coo ! Four million meals! 

That is the task performed each year 
by the catering staff of the S.A.R .... four 

million meals served on trains and in dining 
rooms throughout the length and brea:ith of 
the land. 

This is a fo:-midable task, for all the 
planning, ordering, collecting and delivery 
of provisions must be linked with the com
p!icated movements of hundreds of trains. 

All this goes on quietly behind 
the scenes long before ycu hear that familiar 
gong wh·ch tells you your table is set, your 
me1l is ready. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 

iii. 
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To the Serious Collector 
All Philatelists may take an active part in the H. R. 

HARMER Auctions no matter where they may live. 

For the London Sales, special lightweight qtalogues are 

availab!e for overseas distribution. The subscription 

is £1 per annum, including Lists of prices Realised, the 

same as for surface mail, with the addition of air-mail 

postage against which an advance deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent 

free of charge by surface mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a 

year's subscription 

FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS -
in LONDON 

OCTOBER 25th and 26th 

THE OUTSTANDING ''P.H. OAKEY" GOLD 
MEDAL COLLECI'ION OF AIR - MAIL 

STAMPS AND COVERS 

A magnificent whole-world collection, 
including many rarities. 

Catalogues 6d. each; Lists of Prices 
Realised 1/- each, Post Free. 

~OVEJIBER 15th, 16th and 17th 

THE VERY FINE AND SPECIALISED 
" T. E. FIELD" COLLECTION OF THE 
Al.'.STRALIAN COMMONWEALTH, WITH 

INTERNAL AIR-MAILS 

One of the finest of its kind in the 
world. 

Catalo,:rues 1/- each; Lists of Prices 
Realised 1/- each, Post Free. 

• • • and 
wish 

those who 
to Sell 

The same international service is available 
to collectors who wish to sell their col
lections. The H. R. HARMER Auctions 
are the world's best medium for the sale 
of fine and rare stamps. More than 3000 
leading collectors are consistent buyers 
at our auctions in New York and London. 
Regular Auctions will now also be held 
by our recently opened branch in Sydney, 
N.S.W. Write to the addresses given 
below for full particulars of facilities, 
Commission Terms, Insurance arrange• 

ments, etc. 

H. R. HARMER 
I nternationa I 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
39/42 New Bond Street, 

LONDON, W.I, ENGLAND 
CABLES 

" Phistamsel London " 

Stamp 

0 I /. 

Auctioneers 
H. R. HARMER, I NC. 

32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 
NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 

CABLES 

"Harmersale, New York" 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH H. R. HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY., LIMITED 
CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 2B CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

4.::- Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
~ Agency Ltd., Juhannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street, 

J ohanneshurir. 
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CCHE SOUTH AFRICAN 
PHI LA TEL15 T 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 9d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 9d 

Vol. 24, No. 11. NOVEMBER, 19-48. Whole No. 284 

THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
OF POSTAGE STAMPS 

ENCYCLOPAEDIA 

VOLUME 2 
AFRICA 

Volume II deals with the AFRICAN CONTINI<~NT 

The colonies are arranged geogra rihically in 
order to maintain the sequence of certain coun- • 
trie::1 which were administered together at some 
time 

All phases of Postal History and Philately 
are covered and the information given embraces 
Handstruck Postage Stamps (Town, Ship and 
Rate Markings, etc. ), Essays and Proofs of 
Adhesive Stamps, Adhesive Stamps and Postal 
Stationery. 

This is a priced cntalogue with values indi
cated for blocks and covers on the same lines 
as Volume I, first published in 1947 and which 
covered the Brittsh Empire in Europe. 

BOOK YOUR COPY NOW 
POST 21 _/. FREE 

ROBSON LOWE LTD. 
LONDON - BOURNEMOUTH 
PHILADELPHIA - MELBOURNE 

Head Offic-1•: 

SO PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.1., 
Telephone: ABBEY 4034. Cables: "STAMPS, LO NOON' 

MELBOURNE OFFICE 

Mr. J. L. Phillips, Masons Building, Sugden Place, Melbourne, C.I., Australia 

-
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Selected George V 
All Superb Mint, Well Centred. 

d~ _,_ - -----'-

GREAT BRITAIN: 
1913 £1, dark blue green, S.G. 404 

CEYLON: 
1921-27 100 R., grey-black, S.G. 354 . . . . 

CYPRUS: 
1922-23 £1, purple & black/red, S.G. 101 

~;GYPT: 
1926 Port Fuad, 5 M.-50 P., S.G. 185-188 -.. 

GIBRALTAR: 
1921-27 8/- Script, S.G. 101, horizontal pair 
1925-32 £5, violet & black, S.G. 108 .. 

LEEWARD ISLANDS: 
1928 £1, marginal block four, S.G. 85 .. 

ST. HELENA: 
1922-27 15/-, Grey & purple/blue, S.G. 113 
1934 Centenary, 1-d.-10/-, S.G. 114-123 

THANSJORDAN: I 
t 9:l3 Tourist, 1 M.-£1, S.G. 208-221 . . . . . . . . 

Collectors of better class material are cordially 
invited to inspect these and many similar items. 
Mint Unions and obsolete George VI well 

rep resented. 

£22/0/0 

£30/0/0 

£72/10/0 

£22/0/0 
£32/0/0 

£18/10/0 

£29/0/0 
£20/0/0 

£32/10/0 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESPEARE HOUSE, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG. 
(~ Hours 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

~ Box No. 1607. . Phones: 33-9483. Residence 43-1519 

!i -~--..... ~~ .. _,__ /_~~-✓~~"'!?~~~""""'~~~*~~%""~~ 
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Proprietors and Publishers: 
The Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa 

Honorary Editor: Dr. J. H. HARVEY PIRIE, P.O. Box 7012, Johannesburg 

Honorary Business Manager: WILLIAM REDFORD. Empire ,Building, Commissioner Street, 
Johannesburg. 

Subscription: Eight Shillings per annum, post free to any part of the World. 

Vol. 24 No. 11. NOVEMBER, 1948. Whole No. 284 

PRETORIA CONGRESS AND 
EXHIBITION. 

The 10th Congress of the Philatelic Federa
tion of Southern Africa held unde1· the 
auspices of the Pretoria Philatelic Society on 
October 18-20 has come and gone. 

The Pretoria Society. celebrating its Golden 
Jubilee this year, staged a very fine Exhibi~ 
tion, running contemporaenously with the 
Congress and also had numerous other phila
telic and social entertainments for the dele
gates attending. 

They gave, indeed, "one glorious hour of 
crowded life," the only complaint, in fact, 
heard was that it was so crowded that it was 
impossible to do justice to everything, particu
larly perhaps the Exhibition, which few dele
gates had time to see and study properly. The 
general public, ·who visited it in abundance, 
were much better off in this respect. 

Both Congress and Exhibition were offici
ally opened in most gracious manner by Her 
W:orship the Mayor of Pretoria, Mrs. M. M. 
Curson, M.P.C. Later on she translated her 
words of welcome to Pretoria int·o deeds, in
the shape of a civic luncheon. 

Monday afternoon saw Congress in session; 
the evening was free, the great event being 
the crowning of the Jacaranda Queen, Mrs. 
Anne Brink. 

Tuesday morning and afternoon were en
tirely occupied by a visit to the G.P.O., Johan
nesburg, where the work of the postal, tele
graph and telephone departments was fully 
demonstrated. The visitors were much im-
pressed and among them there will be in 
future more admiration than criticism of the 
amazing task carried out by the G.P.O. Oon
gress resumed in the evening. 

In the daytime, Wednesday, there were 
visits to the Government Printing vVorks and 
to the Mint. At the former delegates saw and, 
we hope, learnt a lot about _ the printing of 
stamp,s. 

In the evening the business of Congress was 
concluded, the _final round of All-Federation 

quiz was carried out before a largre inter
ested audience; the questions were very stiff 
and the contest ended in a tie betweeH the 
West Rand Stamp Club and the Philatelic So
ciety of Johannesburg, and each team getting 
11 marks out of a possible 32. • 

Then came the highlight of the proceedings 
when the Congress and Exhibitim1 awards 
were presented to the winners by the Jaca
randa Queen. 

After the showing of several films kindly 
lent by the Postmaster-General, Queen Anne, 
her Princesses, the General and the rank and 
file of the delegates departed, and the curtain 
rang down on this year's great philatelic 
event. 

Congress 
Only a brief summary of the main decisions 

taken can be given at the moment. 
The "South African Philatelist'' will con

tinue in existence, Mr. L. Buchen taking- over 
the post of business manager, vacated by Mr. 
\V. Redford. Mr. Ruchen will also become 
Secretary /Treasurer of the Federation, in 
succession to Mr. N. Welsford ,vho is retiring 
to farm in the country. Dr. Pirie will carry 
on temporarily as Hon. Editor. 

Mr. A. H. Sydow and Mr. N. Welsford were 
elected to the Roll of Honour of Dis
tinguished Philatelists, the former _for his 
long continued research work,. especially _on 
Union stamps; the latter fo:r: h1s long ser".'ice 
in the general interests of phi_lately and phila
telic societies in Durban and rn J:ohannesburg. 

The Skinner Cup, given for the best work 
done since the previous Congress, _ was 
awarded t'O Mr. L. Simenhoff, a well-deserved 
award, although admittedly some of the work 
he had done was rather earlier than the last 
Congress. 

Papers for competition were submitted (a) 
by Dr. A. Kaplan, on the recently is~ll:ed 3s. 
booklets, (b) a joint pap~i_- by Dr. Pme and 
Mr. Sydow on the Maritime Postf!1arks of 
S. and S.W. Africa. The meeting, decided that 
the papers were so different that they could 
not be regarded as competing with each other, 
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but that both were worthy of Congress 
awards and so plaques were awarded to all 
three writers. 

One study circle was founded, viz., for the 
Rhodesias, and the circle is going to under
take the Federation's next publication, a 
handbook on these countries. Dr. A. Kaplan, 
Box 132, Germiston, is taking on the :secre
tarial work of the circle. 

A draft new constitution for the Federation 
and a model one for societies were submitted. 
They will be referred to societies for con
sideration. 

Exhibition 
Here follow the "Impressions of a Visitor." 

It might just be added that the postal authori
ties provided a post office at the exhibition 
with a special postmark. This was identical 
in style with that used earlier in the year at 
East London and figured on p. 19 of our Feb
ruary issue; the wording is ''National Phila
telic Exhibiti'On" at the top, "N asionale Pos
seeltentoonstelling'' below, with, naturally, 
"Pretoria" in place of East London in the 
centre. 

The casual visitor t·o the recent Philatelic 
Exhibition held in conjunction with the Golden 
Jubilee of the Pretoria Philatelic Society· was 
very hard put to choose between the rival 
attractions of the philatelic fare provided and 
the natural beauty 1of the setting in Jaca
randa Time. His difficulties were but en
hanced when the various Congress and Exhi
bition A wards were presented to the lucky 
,,,inners by no less a Pretorian beauty than 
the Jacaranda Queen herself, who graced 
Congress with her presence on the closing 
evening, accompanied by her full retinue of 
Princesses. Truly, a memorable Congress and 
one which other centres will find hard enough 
to emulate, let alone improve upon! 

Turning to the stamps themselves, it was 
difficult to tear oneself away from the selec
tion of Mr. A. V. Jacob's Gold Medal Col
lection :of Rhodesia. This was easily the most 
outstanding collection on exhibit and well 
merited the highest award of the Exhibition 
which it earned its owner. Among the array 
of outstanding items shown, the writer par
ticularly noticed the following, highlights: 

2s. Large Arms overprinted ''SPECIMEN," 
only 2 known strips of 3, centre stamp,s with
out overprint. 

4s. Large Arms overprinted "SPECIMEN," 
block of 6 and vertical strip of 6, one stamp 
without overprint. Only one other copy of 
this error is known. 

No. 54-P in Penny inverted. 
No. 56-R in Three inverted. 
No. 57-T in Three inverted. 
No. 65-"Company'' omitted; 4 copies of 

this rarity. 
No. 84c-Block of 8, four normal and four 

imperf. se tenant. Only 2 similar blocks are 
known. 

No. 255-Used strip of three, imperf. be
tween, on piece, believed to be :U~ique. . 

There were many other rarities on view 
from this collection, and, in additi•on, a won.:. 

derful array of proofs and essays, but space 
forbids any but the most passing reference. 

Examination of other exhibits on show dis
closed a vast quantity of material with which 
to whet the appetite of philatelic jealousy .. 
Among the many items of interest which 
caught my eye may be cited the following: .... 

Union of South Africa 
Mint corner control block of 4,---£1 of 1913 

issue. 
Tete-beche M. and ld. of both the London 

and Pretoria printings. 

Cape of Good Hopei 
ld. vermilion and 4d. pale bright blue wood

blocks on entires. 
Plate proofs in pairs of Perkins Bacon ld. 

in black, without watermark and in rose with 
watermark sideways. 

1855-8-ls. mint block of six. 
S.G. 14-4d. woodblock, used pair. 

Rhodesia 
4d. bisect used on piece dated May 2, 1899. 

South-Weist Africa 
D.13. mint pair. 
Die proofs of Coronation issue. 
6d. small war with inverted overprint mint 

and used. 
Fine sele.ction of both Ger~an and Union 

stamps used in S.W.A. without overprint. 

Orange F-ree Stat.e 
4 on 6d. rare. Copies of all three types with 

inverted surcharge. 

Ma/eking 
S.G. 23. Fine used .copy, variety "stamp 

reversed." 

Southern Rhodesia 
S.G. 14a. 5s. error of colour. 
S.G. 27a. 5s. printed on the gummed side, 

mint corner block of 4. 
Dd. 1924. Unique pair imperf. between 

horizontally. 
6d. 1924. Unique block of 4 imperf. between. 
?id. 1924. Strip of 11, imperf. between. 

African Air1nails 
Fine display of flown cards Kenilworth

M uizenberg 1911 flight. 
Flown pigeongram dated August 2, 1919. 
First flight Johannesburg to Durban dated 

November 15, 1919. 
Pro-of s of 1929 Air Mail Issue. 

George VI (All l-Vorld) 
Oomplete mint set 1939 New Guinea Air 

Mail Issue. 
Seychelles 

Queen Victoria Issues with "SPECIMEN'~ 
overprint. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

November, 1948. 

E!Jypt •• 

THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 187 

Comprehensive lot of pre-stamp "local 
seals," including some used copies. 

1914 Issue, imperf. used on cover. 
1929 Prince's birthday with centre in brown. 

used set. 
Pre-stamp covers. 
Early British and French stamps used in 

Egypt, including, Q.V. ls. green used on en
tire with "BO2" postmark. 

Princess Ferial overprint, mint eontrol 
block of 8, one stamp error Arabic reading 
"1493" for "1943". 

Official stamps in mint corner block with 
control. 

1884 Postage Due-Proofs. 
1889 Postage Due-2 m/m. bisected t0n 

pieces. 

Ruanda-U rundi 
1941/2 overprinted on Belgian Congo 2F50 

on lOF mint copy with inverted surcharge. 
Miscellaneous 

Luxembourg Dudelange Exhibition sheet 
pair of 2F stamps used with special Exhibi
tion postmark. 

British Guiana 2 cent on cover with special 
philatelic exhibition postmark dated October 
21, 1911, p:robably the rarest of all special 
postmarks used in the British Emp.ire. 

In addition to the foregoing there was a 
wealth of equally interesting material on 
view and apologies are offered to those owners 
whose treasures have been omitted from this 
report, but my only excuse is that something 
had to be cut out, and the knowledge that the 
items described are but a tithe of the feast 
may prove an incentive to absentees to visit 
the next Exhibition and Congress personally 
instead of leaving it to others to tell them 
what they missed! 

* * * 
NEW ZEALAND ''HEALTHS" 

The two 1948 stamps of this ever popular 
series were due for issue on 1st October, 
to be on sale for four months. They are 
ld. + ½d. and 2d. ----t- ld., both bicoloured 
and showing the same design, a boy seated 
at a window watching a field game going 
on outside. 

f'R~:;i~;;;· .. ~~-d"'N~-~i~;; ...... I 
,;1,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,7: 

Catalogu,e Thia.nd.1-This ii the 31st edi
tion of a moderately specialised priced cata
logue of the stamps of France and the French 
Colonies in a handy size of 240 pages. The 
section on France itself includes not only 
the stamps, but also lists of pre-cancels, 
proofs, millesimes, corner-dates, etc. 

The arrangement of the modern issues ha~ 
been simplified to such an extent that it is 
not possible to disentangle the sequence of 
the various issues; in this section the cata
logue is merely a heterogeneous price list of 
little value to a collector seeking knowledge 
about these issues. On the credit side, how
ever, a serious attempt has been made to 
classify the various local issues made at 
the time of liberation in 1944. 

There are maps and short historical and 
geographical notes with each colony. Pub
lished by H. Thiand, 24 Rue du Quatre
September, Paris (2e). Price 100 Frs. 

The New Light Philatelic Magnzine.-The 
New Light Philatelic Society of Shanghai 
sends us a special number of their magazine 
(Vol. 15, No. 3-English Section) dealing 
with the Shanghai Stamp Exhibition held on 
:May 19-25, 1948. This is crammed with pic
tures, the descriptions being sometimes in 
Chinese only, sometimes in both Chinese and 
English. There are a few articles, some in 
English, some in ,Chinese, and numerous ad
vertisements, also of mixed vintage. 

One certainly gets the impression that 
philately in Shanghai must be popular and 
is taken seriously. 

F. Hugh Vallance&, of 7 The Drive, Sidcup, 
Kent, has sold his extensive publishing and 
philatelic literature and book-selling business 
to Mr. Ramsay Ste,vart, 54 Frederick Street, 
Edinburgh. 

The Ace.-We regret to hear that Capt. 
Robt. Oakes is obliged through ill health to 
give up the African Collectors' Exchange 
Club, of P.O. Box 5403, Johannesburg, and 
the business is for sale. Our best wishes· go 
out to him for recovery in health. 

valuable collection of Dispersing a 

11111r1,1s11 ( ~«,1_"'«,~Ii'll~S 
The 19th century portion at approximately one-third catalogue and the later issues 

one-half catalogue. 

Applicants for approvals will receive my personal and prompt attention. 

REFERENCES PLEAS£. 

J. BI RD, 
116, HIGHLANDS HEATH, LONDON, S.W.15., GREAT BR!TAIN. 
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The "Air 
Letters" 

Mail Letter Cards'' d "A' an 1r 

of East A:f rica . . 1941-1945 
by I. H. C. GODFREY 

( Continued from page 171 of October issue) 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
ISSUES 

TYPE 13-OGT./DEC., 1942 
Total printing 105,000, of which 20,000 

were printed in red at top right "POSTAGE 
FREE". As Type 6-very flimsy pink paper 
overprinted in red vertically, at left 
"CHRISTMAS", at right "GREETINGS" 
and at bottom centre "1942". The overprint
ing was done from more than one plate and 
consequently there are varieties, the most 
noticeable being in the alignment of the final 
"S" of each inscription. 

Printed in :Nairobi by D.P. & S.S. ( U.JJ.F.). 

TYPE 14-OCT./DEC., 1943 
An attractive illustrated card, printed by 

the Government Printer, Pretoria, in blue, 
red and brown on buff paper, format as Type 
10. 

Front: Blue triangular panel at left top 
inscribed "XMAS GREETINGS" in two lines 
with a lighted candle under the letter "X". 
Bottom right: Smaller blue triangle with 
"BY AIR MAIL" in red. Usual printed in
structions. 

Inside: Pale blue background. Head and 
shoulders of an Askari with red fez and 
brown tunic, between an •exploding cracker 
and the words "Greetings/from/East/ Africa/ 
Jambo!". 

One card in every five was handstamped in 
purple "Postage Free". 

TYPE 15-NOVEMBER, 1943 
As the supply of illustrated cards proved 

to he inadequate, a further issue of plain 
cards was made. These are verv similar to 
Type 8, but differ in size and set.:-up of print, 
and in the top right corner is printed 
''POSTAGE/FREE''. 

Size . . 115 x 93 mm. 

TYPE 16-OCT./DEC., 1944 
A blue and white illustrated card printed 

by the Government Printer, Pretoria. Front: 
T.l. "CHRISTMAS GREETINGS" in large 
type in two lines. Bottom right: "By Air 
Mail" beneath a picture of two buck. Inside: 
A picture of Mount Kilimanjaro with an 
elephant (left) and two zebra (right), in 
blue. All cards inscrihed "POSTAGE 
FREE" in blue print at top right. 

CIVILIAN "AIR LETTER" FORMS 
2nd SEPTEMBER, 1944 

TYPE 17-KENY A 
No special Air Letter forms were on . hand 

at the G.P.O., Nairobi, when the service was 
inaugurated and, therefore, a temporary im-" 
provised card was issued to the public. It 
was obviously printed locally for civilian use 
for, at top right is the instruction Affix/ 
50 ct./Stamp/Here". However, at bottom 
right originally appeared the printed address 
"CEYLON ARMY COMMAND". Before be
ing issued the&e words were obliterated in 
black. 

Printed in blue on poor quality buff paper, 
the inscriptions read: T.l. "By Air Mail", 
T.c. "AIR LETTER/If anything is enclosed, 
this letter /will be sent by ordinary mail"; 
"Sender's name and address" on back and 
"To open cut here" on top flap. Four ruled 
lines for address. See also Type 19. 

Size of folded card .. 123 x 110 mm. 

TYPE 18-TANGANYIKA 
100,000 printed by Government Printer, 

Dar-,es-Salaam, on poor quality buff paper, 
inscribed in blue as Typ,e 17 with additional 
instruction on flap "Fold and gum"; the 
words "By Air Mail" boxed and five dotted 
lines for address. 

Size .. 110 x 96 m.m. 

TYPE 19-UGANDA. 1st SEPT. 
vVhite unwatermarked paper, mottled 

green on both sides of the c•entre portion, 
printed in blue type: .T.r. "By Air Mail"; 
T.c. "Air Letter/if anything is enclosed this 
letter/will be sent by ordinary mail"; "Affix/ 
50 ct./Stamp/Here". On rev,erse "Sender's 
name and address". This type of form was 
later in use in Kenya. 

Size . . 126 x 98 mm. 

TYPE 20-CROWN COLONIES ISSUE 
When the above distinctive types of Air 

Letters had be-en used up, supplies of the 
General Colonial issue were sent out from 
Gt. Britain and these are still current at 
the time of writing. They are identical with 
Type 12-grey paper with gummed flaps
but the words "Army form vV.3077" are 
omitted, and on the back appears "Sender's 

name and address:-". 
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For The 

FINEST 

STAMPS 
CLASSICS to NEW ISSUE 

Write for our Monthly List of Offers from 
one of the finest stocks in the country 
Superb early lmperforates to the latest 

Pictorials. 

Wants Lists of all countries receive 
prompt attention. 

H. E. WI NG FIELD. 

392 Strand, London, W.C.2. 

'UIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII t; 

THE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

(W. H. Winde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, _ 
Next to Messrs. Ward & Salmon 

(Upstairs) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

Stamp Collecting For All,, by 
Stanley Phillips . . . . . . . . . . 

How to Arrange and Write Up 
a Stamp Collection, by Stanley 
Phillips . . . . . . . . . . 

Catalogues: 
Whitfield King-

British Empire . . . . . . 
Foreign Countries . . . . 

Reliant British Empire .. 
Stanley Gibbons' George VI 
Union Catalogue . . . . . . . . 
Supplement . . . . . . . . . . . . 

1/6 

4/9 

8/6 
17/6 
6/6 
4/9 
7/6 
0/9 

:'111111t11111111111111111111111111111111111111111u1111111111111111n11111111111111111111111u, 

-I 
BUY AT AUCTION 

and pay a FAIR PRICE 

SELL AT AUCTION 
and receive a FAIR PRICE 

Safe Dates: 

NOV. 20th. DEC. 8th DEC. 18th. 

EASTBOURNE 
STAMP AUCTIONS 

LIMITED 

34 South Street, Eastbourne. 
Sussex England. 

FOR 

CLASSIC ISSUES 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIIIUltJlttllllUIIIIIIUIIIIIIIII 

Write to 

DOUGLAS 
ROTH, 

B.P.A. 

c/o Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd., 
Adderley Street, 

Cape Town. 
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MARION ISLAND 
We are indebted to Mr. A. B. Crawford, 

now back in civilisation, for the accompany
ing photograph of the Union's most southerly 
post office. He was acting-postmaster there 
for some six or seven months following the 
"annexation" by the Union. This, in addi
tion to being governor, meteorologist-in
charge, surveyor, etc.-a veritable pooh-bah 
in fact. 

He informs us that his successor did not 
come armed with any canceller, nor ,vith 
any supply of stamps-a somewhat curious 
state of affairs, seeing it has been officially 
stated that mails from the island will be 

considered as in every respect the same as 
ordinary inland mail. 

It is interesting to note on the wall of 
the "post office" building the stencilling "Met. 
Officer, Snoektown," etc. This is a reminder 
of the fact that the occupation of the island 
was officially known in the Defence Force 
as "Operation Snoektown". 

THE SOUTH-WEST PACIFIC CALLING 
New Zealand. 100 different N.Z. stamps (a superb 
selection containing Healths, airmail, jubilee, peace, 
centenaries, etc.) only 12/6. Geo. VI 19 values to 

3/- f. m;ed (includes all obsolete issues) Fi/-. 
Fijr>. Geo,. VI 9 values to J/- f. used 4/6. 

A1tstralia. 50 different (an excellent lot) 2/-; 1/!3 
"Bull" & 2/- "Crocodile" f.u. 1/6; 5/-, 10/-, & £1 
Robes f.u. 18/6; Geo. VI 19 values to 5/- f.u. 5/-; 
Geo. VI oyerprinted "B.C.O.F. ;Japan" ½d. to J/-, 

:Mint 17/6. 
Booking: First Day Covers 1949 Royal Visit to 
Australia and/or New Zealand addressed direct to 

you by airmail, 2/(i each. 
Remit by dt'aft or blank po8tal note. Air mail 

postage l/3 extra. 

"DOMINION STAMPS" 
P.O. Box 908, Dunedin, New Zealand. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors -try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Sierra Leone wanted. Full Gibbons Cata
logue prices offered for superb used 
copies of Numbers 43, 47 to 53, 74, 
77 to 84, 90, 93, 94, 95, 123 to 127, 
132, 133, 133A, 146A, 147, 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, 
J ohannesbnrg. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

Stamp Catalogues (Current) - 1949 
George VI: Gibbons' British Empire, 
Part 1, 5/-. 1948, Whole World: Gib
bons' Simplified, 18/3; Scott, 46/3; 
Yvert, 33/9. British Empire: Whitfield 
King, 10/-. United States: Gibbons, 
4/-. Union of South Africa: N.P.S., 
7 /9. Prices quoted cover postage 
within the Union. Orders now taken 
for British _Empire to year 1948 
against deposit of 5/-. 

The Globe Postage Stamp Company, 
Slave Tree Corner, Church Square, 
Box 3001, Cape Town. 

Eire: Representative collections, 20 
different, 1/-; 25 different, 1/6; 30 
different, 2/-; 35 different, 3/-. No 
watermark varieties. Post free. Air 
mail 1/ - extra. 

Victor Parker, Ballincar, Priests Road, 
Tramore, Waterford, Eire. 

All different. 100 Iraq 15/6d., 500 Indian 
States £2 5s., 200 Mexico £1 10s., 100 
Vatican £1 3s. 

F. G. Fifoot, P.T.S., 125 College Road 
Moseley, Birmingham, England. ' 
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IF you are a beginner-
IF you are a general collector

IF you are a specialist-
"T HE 

PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE" 

can always offer you a feature of 
interest. Every issue contains one 
specialised article, several pages 
of easy reading, and a fully illus
trated New Issue Chronicle listing 
the latest stamps from all over 

the world. 
Subscription I 0/- per annum 

from. 

Harris Publications Ltd. 
Members B.P.A., P.T.S. (London), C.S.N.T.P. 

(Paris) 

455 STRAND LONDON W.C.2 
South African Representative : 

R. OSBORNE, 
P.O. Rox 6710, .Johannesburg. 

British En1pire 
Classic Issues. 
We specialise in these stamps and 
invite enquiries from collectors of 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
CEYLON 

EARLY AFRICAN ·COLONIES 
INDIA 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
NEW ZEALAND 

TRANSVAAL 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Fine Material only at Reasonable Prices 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers since 1882) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 

The Dawn of S. African Philately ! 

Cape of Good Hope 
1853-1863/4 

,r I specialise in these ever-popular 
TRIANGULARS, and can always be re
lied upon for out-of-the ordinary pieces 
as well as the normal items. 

,r Choice mint and used singles, pairs, 
blocks, covers, scarce postmarks, proofs, 
etc., all reasonably priced, sent on ap
proval against British references. 

,r Also G. Britain, 1840-1940, early 
B.N. America, Pence Ceylon, Mauritius, 
N.S. Wales, N. Zealand and various 

1 W. Indies. 

"Every Stamp an. Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex England 

As Mr. Hunt, of Johannesburg, 

says, we might also be able to help 

YOU with something in: 

,POLAND, CROATIA, TRIESTE,. 
ITiALY, ITALIAN COLONl1ES, 
JUGOSLAVIA, VATICAN, 

Etc., Etc. 

Want Lists and enquiries welcomed. 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S• 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

"THE DIRECT IMPORTERS" 
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Postage Due Stamps 

Correspondents have written confirming 
the appearance of the new ld. postage due 
stamp mentioned in our October issue and 
also recording a change in the frame size and 
the numeral design of the large 3d. postage 
due. It was noted last month that the pre
war 3d. denomination ( South African Cata
logue No. D 27b) was taking the place of the 
war issue bantam stamp and it would now 
appear that this earlier printing is being 
superseded by one in which the design has 
been redrawn. Mr. A. H. Sydow gives the 
date of the appearance of the new ld. deno
mination at Cape Town Central P.O. as about 
the 15th September and that of the new 3d. 
as the 8th September at the Maitland P.O. 
(Cape). He adds the following information 
on these two issues. 

Both stamps have the same frame design 
as those of the immediate pre-bantam issue 
with "SUIDAFRIKA" still anhyphenate, but 
the design of the frames slightly smaller in 
order to allow a wider perforation gutt~r mar
gin between any two rows, vertically and 
horizontally. They also differ from the pre
vious issue in that the frames are screened. 
The figures of value have been copied from 
the same masters as those of the bantams 
themselves and an examination will show the 
"3D", the "lD", the large rounded stop and 
the capital "D" (as opposed to the lower-case 
"d" in the pre-bantam issue) similar in all 
respects to the bantam stamps, but of course 
in a larger size. The colours in the new 3d. 
are dark blue and blue, and those of the ld. 
black and crimson. 

Mr. Sydow's paper, "Classification of the 
Union Postage Due Labels," published in the 
November and December, 1946, issues of the 
"South African Philatelist," disseminated the 
distinguishing features of the conventional 
sized dues as well as the bantams and he now 
gives the following summary of the rotogra
vure printings which he considers will also 
correct the misdescriptions on page 99 of the 
"South African Catal'Ogue." For instance, 
item No. D 24-3d. black and Prussian blue 
-the figures in this issue were never meshed 
or solid, but were lined although the white 
lines in the figure were generally gen-invisible 
to the naked eye owing to the spreading of the 
inks. In the case of the frames, the white 
diagonal lines seen in this stamp are not the 
result of screening for none was used, but 
they actually form part of the design in the 
original drawing. These diagonal lines are 
contained in the design for the purpose of 
breaking up the solid fields of colour and 
thereby reducing the technical difficulties of 
printing the design when screens are not being 
used. They can be found not only in postage 
dues but also in many screenless postage 
stamps and in effect form rests on the cylin
ders for the doctor blades of the printing 

machine. Mr. Sydow intends to prepare a 
paper on this subject in due cours~e and in the 
meantime his list of the printings is set out 
below. 

ROTOGRAVURE PRINTINGS OF 
POSTAGE DUES 

(1) Rotogravure Frame, Value Typo, 1932: 
D 22, M.: Black and green. 
D 23, 2d.: Black and purple. 
Numerals: Solid, Flat Zincotyped Plates. 
Frames: Lined Screenless Roto Cylinder. 

(2) Rotogravure Frame and Value: 
D 24, 3d.: Black and Prussian blue. 
D 25, ld.: Black and carmine. 
D 27, 3d.: Blue and blue. 
D 28, 6d.: Green and brovm ochre, green 

and red orange. 
Numerals: Lined, Screenless Roto Cylinder. 
Frames: Lined, Screenless Roto Cylinder. 

(3) Rotogravure Frame and Value: 
D 26, 2d.: Black and purple. 
Numerals: Meshed, Screened Roto Cylinder. 
Frames: Lined, Screenless Roto Cylinder. 

(4) Rotogravure )lonocolourecl "Bantams," 
1943 to 1948: 

D 28a, M.: Grey green. 
D 29, ld.: Carmine. 
D 30, 2d.: Violet. 
D 31, 3d.: Blue. 
Combined Design: Meshed, Screened Roto 

Cylinder. 
(5) Redrawn Rotogravure Issue, August, 

1948: 
( D 33), ld.: Black and crimson. 
( D 34), 3d.: Blue and blue. 
Numerals: Meshed, Screened Roto Cylinder. 
Frames: Meshed, Screened Roto Cylinder. 

Sixth Slogan in 3/- Booklets: 
To his list of five different sets of slogans 

published last month, Mr. T. F. Allpass, of 
Germiston, records the following sixth text 
as appearing on each pane of stamps in a 
booklet recently purchased: 

(E) Address Letters Fully (upper margin) 
Adresseer briewe volledig (lower mar
gin) 

Mr. I. Blagrave-Ellis, Pietermaritzbm·g, 
draws attention to the fact that the colour 
of the frame of the Hd. booklet stamps is 
greenish blue instead of green, as might be 
inferred from the notes on this subject in 
the October issue. He also notes that the 
centre of the ld. in the booklet issue is much 
more brown than black. , 

Bantam 2d. Unrouletted Variety: 
Following the note published in our August 

issue on the existence of the bantam 2d. im
perf. variety, Mr. W. Kalmer of the South 
African Railways, De Dooms, C.P., has kindly 
shown us a mint block of four of these 
stamps with no trace of rouletting between 
the vertical pairs. His letter states that he 
also possesses a pane of 30 of these stamps 
similarly unrouletted between and we offer 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

November, 1948. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 193 

him our congratulations on his good fortune 
in finding such an unusual and interesting 
item. 

Sheet Format of Bantam Postage Dues: 
The query raised in our September issue 

regarding the number of stamps in a com
plete sheet of bantam postage dues has been 
answered by several readers as 360 and Mr. 
A. Hilton Sydow has added the interesting 
information that the four denominations were 
printed from cylinders with the sheet setting 
divided into two panels of 180 stamps, each 
panel consisting of ten horizontal rows of 18 
( 10 x 18), as illustrated in his accompanying 
diagram. 

They were sold in panes of 60 stamps-10 
rows of 6-some with top and bottom margins 
only, some with top, bottom and left lateral 
or side margins and some with top, bottom 
and right lateral margins. The four figured 
red cyclometer numbers appeared in the right 
hand lateral margins of the sheet and their 
position in the panel varied from a place 
near the top to one nearer the bottom. 

horizontal member of the headgear and close 
to the main structure on stamp No. 4 of the 
top row which has not previously been recorded 
and for the convenience of readers the varie
ties so far mentioned have been brought up 
to date and the list is set out below: 

Row 1, Stamp 4: Broken cross-bar in lo\ver 
part of headgear. 

Row 2, Stamp 6: Shading around "A" de-
fective. 

Row 4, Stamp 18: Broken chimney top. 
Row 4, Stamp 20: Spot at top of headgear. 
Row 5, Stamp 4: White fullstop after 

"Africa." 
Row 5, Stamp 14: Small black mark in 

south-west corner. 
Row 7, Stamp 3: Black fullstop after 

"Africa." 
Row 12, Stamp 1: Mark on side of chimney. 

)lisplaced Roulette Variety in ld. Bantam 
Issue: 

A block of six from the left hand side of 
a sheet of the ld. bantam stamps shows the 
rouletting misplaced to the extent of running 

BANTAM POSTAGE DUE SHEET 

Printed in Sheets of 360 Stamps aivided by a 
Central Margin into Two Panels of 180 Stamps per Panel 

~------------ Circumference of Cylinder----------->. 

co r--.i ~ 

~ ~ / 
Top Margin Central·Margin Bottom Margin 
j Stamp High One Stamp High -f Stamp High 

Printing Varieties of 1 }d. "Bantam" Gold 
:'.\fine: 

Mr. T. F. Allpass notes a constant flaw in 
the form a broken cross-bar in the lowest 

through the numeral of the value tablet in
stead of in the gutter between pairs. The 
item, which was shown to us by Mr. J. Bur
rell, of Krugersdorp, is from the 1945 issue 
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with the "360" figures printed in rose carmine 
in the lateral margins and as a matter of 
additional interest the particular block ex
amined was from the printing in which the 
cyclometer numbers were registered in red on 
the left hand side of the sheet instead of in 
the more usual position on the right. 

All-Green Jd. Roll Stamps 
Referring to the note in the August issue 

on the new printing of the 112 d. all-green 
roll stamps, which have recently appeared 
in the stamp vending machines at the Cen
tral Post Offices in Cape Town and Johan
nesburg, Mr. A. H. Sydow is of the opinion 
that this new issue differs from the original 
all-green stamp in that a wider line-spaced 
screen has been used. He records that 
various types of screens are manufactured 
and used anent the rotogravure process and 
gives as examples 2:1, 3:1 and 4:1 screens. 
There are also the vertical and horizontal 
lined screens and those formed with a dia
gonal lined mesh. Specimens of such can 
be seen in the full-faced portraits of King 
Fuad on the stamps of Egypt printed by 
photogravure by Harrison and Sons, Limited. 
and probably more easily identified by means 
of photographic enlargement. 

Double Image Variety on Union Rotogravure 
Postage Due 

Mr. A. H. Sydow reports the existence of 
a very noteworthy unique item in Union Roto
gravure issues which, though recorded in the 
Standard Catalogue of Union Stamps as a 
vari·ety, has not yet been given the distinc
tion it deserves. This is the 2d. Postage Due, 
D26/Va (page 99 of the Catalogue), noted 
as having a thicker "2", downstroke of "d" 
and stop, and which is, in fact, the only 
example of a DOUBLE IMAGE found by 
Mr. Sydow in the process of rotogravure. 

The combination of the double figure of 
value, "2", the double pence symbol "d" and 
a double stop, emanated from a DOUBLE 
IMAGE on the numeral diapositive, which 
in turn originated from a DOUBLE EX
POSURE via the STEP AND REPEAT 
CAMERA. The plate holder was very likely 
moved horizontally during the process of 
preparing the diapositive from the Master 
Negative and consequently the complete 
figure of value, "2d.", was etched negative 
as a DOUBLE IMAGE on the numeral cylin
der after carbon tissue was screened. 

Our correspondent is of the opinion that 
this is something entirely new in philately, 
since he has not read of the discov,ery of 
a DOUBLE EXPOSURE variety in any 
stamps of other stamp-issuing countries 
printed by the photogravure or rotogravure 
process. The famous double-impressions on 
the 1/2d. denominations of the Union King's 
Head and the Union Springbok Head postage 
stamps were, of course, typographical print
ings and in drawing attention to this interest
ing variety on a Postage Due stamp, Mr. 
Sydow states that he has not yet discovered 

anything of a similar nature on anv of the 
Union rotogravure printed Postag,e • Stamps. 

ld. Cyl. 6A/6B-Printings Flaws 
The following additional list of small print

ing flaws in the current ld. issue has been 
compiled by Mr. S. C. Chantler, Grahams
town. 
Row No. 10/5 

12/3 
Black mark above pennant. 
Red blob on leaf right-hand 
side. 

12/6 
12/9 

13/2 

15/12 

16/7 

18/3 
19/1 

19/4 

Red dot in "F" of AFRICA. 
Red mark above "'F" of 
AFRIKA. 
Line through the stop and 
circle of value tablet. 
Broken lines in right-hand 
side panel. Vertical line 
springing from stern of ship. 
Diagonal black line through 
sun rays. 
Several black specks in sky. 
Black spot Rbove tip of pen
nant. 
Hook in sky at right of top 
mast. 

W.N.S. 

MINT COLONIALS 
• 

ASCENSION 
1922., 1/-, S.'G. 9 .. . . . . £1 0 
1924-33, 3/-, S.G. 20 .. .. .. £2 10 

BRITISH HONDURAS 
1913-21, $2, S.G. 109 £2 10 
1913-21, $5, S.G. 110 £5 15 

CEYLON 
1912-25, 10 r., S.G. 325a .. £2 10 
1912-25, 20 r., S.G. 326 .. .. at5 10 

GAMBIA 
1902-5, 2/-, S.'G. 54 .. . . £0 14 
1902-5, 2/6, S.G. 55 .. £0 18 

IRAQ 
1931, 25 1 ... , S.G. 43 

s:ci. 59 
.. £23 0 

1932, ld. on 25 r., .. £6 0 

Selections willingly sent on approval. 
Want Lists receive prompt attention. 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
6 

0 
0 

P. 0. V. WARREN 
38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

=================== 
STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS 
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GOLD COAST 
MINT ONLY 

S.G. 38 at 6d.; 39 at 6d.; 40 at 3/-; 41 at 3/3; 42 at 3/6; 43 at 3/6; 44 at 3/9; 45 at 

17/6; 46 at 20/-; 47 at 27/6; 48 at 87/6; 49 at 2/-; 50a at 2/-; 51a at 3/-; 52 at 15/-; 

53a ,at 4/-.; 54a at 9/-; 57 at 40/-; 59a at 8d.; 59 at 6d.; 60 at 9d.; 61 at 2/-; 62 at 

3,/-; 63 at 2/-; 64 at 4/6; 64a at 3/9; 65 at 4/6; 66 at 15/-; 66a at 6/6; 69 at 2d.; 

70 at 6d.; 71 at 4d.; 72 at 3d.; 73 at 4d.; 74 at 3/-; 75 at 3/-; 77 at 3/-; 77b at 10/-; 

78 at 3/-; 79 at 4/3; 79a at 6/-; 79b at 8/-; 80 at 10/-; 81 at 10/-; 82a at 18/6; 82d 

at 50/-; 84 at 80/-; 85 at 2d.; 79c at 6/6; 81a at 25/-; 82d at 50/-; 86 at 3d.; 87 at 

4d.; 88 at 1/-; 89 at 1/-; 90 at 1/-; 91 at 1/-; 94 at 3/-; 95 at 5/6; 96 at 8/-; 97 at 

13/6; 98 at 25/-; 100 at £9; 103 at 3d.; 104 at 4d.; 105 at 1/-; 106 at 1/-; 107 at 4/-; 

108 at 2/-; 109 at 3/-; 110 at 6/6; 111 at 12/6; 112 at 28/6; 113/116 at 22/6. 

NOW IN STOCK: 

New Zealand "Health" issued 1st October: Mint pair at 6d.; used pair 
at 8d.; first day covers at 9d. 

Nyasaland, Silver Wedding: First day covers at 12/6; used pair at 11/6. 

Rapkins and Goddens Loose Leaf Albums in stock. Duplicate Books at 
2/6 each. 

Gibbons George VI Catalogues at 4/- each. (postage paid). 

ALL SUBJECT U~SOLD - POSTAGE EXTRA - CASH WITH ORDER 

Bankers: 
The Standard Bank of South Africa, Ltd., Blantyre, Nyasaland. 

The National Provincial Bank, Ltd., 66 Trafalgar Square, London, W.C.2, 
England. 

Write to: T • Mc MICKI NG, (F.R.G.S., B.P.A., J.P.S. 
P.T.S.) 

Cholo, Nyasaland, British Central Africa. 

195 
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The Status of the Mafeking Siege Stamps 
FACTS ABOUT A FASCINATING AND CLASSIC ISSUE 

By Dr. K. FREUND 

(No. VI.-Continued from page 158) 

(Note: The three covers illustrated on p. 
157 of the September issue. were shown for 
their checking marks of the Bulawayo post
master and of Base camp post offices. These 
marks prove that the Mafeking rates and 
stamps were fully acknowledged and respected 
as valid by the authorities on the transit 
stages; see also description p. 122, July issue.) 

CHAPTER THREE 
THE LOCAL MAIL SERVICE 

1. THE PROBLEM OF LOCAL 
COMMUNICATION 

The mere mention of the Mafeking Local 
Mail Service has caused many a raised eye
brow among uninitiated critics. It is still 
regarded by many as having been just an 
unnecessary philatelic stunt. The stigma 
created about it by repeated disparaging re
marks has tended to reflect unfavourably on 
the whole problem of the stamp issue itself. 
This, although the local service was only 
a branch of the general postal scheme in 
which the meritorious "abroad" service played 
no mean part, as we have seen. 

Critics have usually referred to the small 
extent of the territory concerned, with the 
boundaries of the besieged town stretching 
only a few miles outward towards the enemy 
trenches ( see for instance the cynical letter 
in "S.G.M.J.", February, 1901, p. 187). The 
typical litany of the critics goes usually in 
something like the following strain: "Mafe
king was little more than a village. If an 
inhabitant felt the urge to air his view 
about something or other to one of his friends, 
why, he could have easily shouted his mes
sage over the back fence to him, and be done 
with it. Why the employment of a whole 
postal system?" 

\Vell, matters and conditions were not quite 
as simple as that in the invested town of 
Mafeking. The problem of a local mail ser
vice first arose and became acute in connec
tion with the chain of defence fortifications 
which were being thrown up and completed 
all around the town. 

Right from the first day of the siege, hectic 
f'ff o:rts were made to complete and improve 
the defences of the town which appeared to 
be very open and vulnerable. Except for 
a slight slope to the south, the terrain around 
it was flat and practically bare. There was 
only a strip of scrub, one mile wide, in the 
north-east, a couple of "koppies" on the 
southern plain, and the Molopo river was 

flowing from east to west to the south of 
the town. A whole chain of defence works 
was feverishly built up, with an all-over peri- . 
meter of between 5 and 6 miles. The various 
defence jobs were improvised on the spot 
and every conceivable material was used in 
them. Existing bulwarks were made use of, 
reconditioned and improved. Thus, earth
works, lunnetts, gun emplacements, redans, 
trenches and well-constructed forts were built 
up in profusion. These posts had all to be 
manned, a small-sized individual fort being 
garrisoned with from 15 to 40 men ( see 
photo of Maj. Godley's headquarters in the 
Western Outposts, p. 98 of June issue) . All 
these men, isolated in their various defence 
outposts, were naturally anxious to keep in 
touch with the town and its people. The 
best solution to this problem of communica
tion appeared to be the introduction of a 
special mail service. A postal administration 
with its own stamps was already being or
ganised in regard to the "abroad" service, 
so that only slight additional arrangements 
had to be made for delivery of local mail 
outside in the exposed "dangerous" zones. 

2. THE OUTPOSTS AND FORTS-6 
POSTAL ZONES 

Such a lot has been said against this Jocal 
service in ignorance, and such a wrong im
pression is generally prevailing about it, that 
it is imperative to put here on record, first 
of all, a detailed account of the main out
posts and fortifications, where the men had 
to spend many weary months in solitude. 
Only then can one get a good idea about the 
territory which had · to be serviced regard
less of whether it extended a few or many 
miles, and only then can one appreciate the 
need for this local branch of the Mafeking 
postal service. 

The defence works consisted of a network 
of six large fortification areas protecting the 
whole periphery of the town. Each one of 
these areas consisted of various smaller de
fence units, of groups of forts and posts. 
These six large fortification areas represented 
separate postal zones for the local service 
and were enumerated as such in the Notice 
of March 22, 1900 (see p. 121, July num
ber). Here are these six main zones:-
1. Brickfields 

Situated east of the town on the northern 
bank of the Molopo river, they were an in
tricate net of defence arrangements with 
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various trenches criss-crossing the territory, 
~vith ramparts and a number of .forts, which 
were given numbers (Fort 1, Fort 2, etc.). 
There were men's quarters in the so-called 
Maxim House, quarters for the Officers com
manding this area. Field dressing stations, 
.and other military buildings. The men sta
tioned there were mainly Cape Police. 

Further east in this area, about ;~ ~2 miles 
from town, ivlacMullan's Farm was situated 
on a ridge which \Vas the scene of heavy 
fighting and later became th~ Boer heaG
quarters. 

In a north-east direction, also belonging to 
this zone, was the Convent with its gallant, 
courageous nuns. A mile a way from the 
Convent, to the east, was the so-called Grancl-
3tand and U miles further was the base of 
the Waterworks, which extended in a trench 
in the same direction for nearly a mile. 

Also lying in this zone were the Railway 
Works, the Fort Victoria and the Cemetery, 
all of which were garrisoned by the Railway 
Volunteers. 

Various trenches connected the railway and 
the Convent in a large arc. These trenches 
were manned bv the Protectorate Regiment, 
by the Town Guard and by other local volun
teer corps. 

2. Baralong Stadt 
This native township was situated west of 

the railway, on both sides of the l\folopo river. 
It was nearly as big as the inner town of 
lVIafeking itself, and was garrisoned by the 
B squadron of the Bechuanaland Rifles. The 
whole of its edge was furnished with loop
holes and trenches. To the south-west of it 
was Capt. Marsh's· Fort. Further behind it, 
in a westerly direction, was the Fort Molovo. 
Still further, the Limestone Fort was em
bedded in a valley on the other side of which 
lay the Boer laager and entrenchments. 

3. B.S.A.P. Fort -
This was a large old stone fort stretching 

from south-west to north. Col. Hore's head
quarters were here and, as the name indi
cates, a contingent of the British South 
African Police. Nearby were the so-called 
B.S.A.P. Barracks, a separate complex of 
buildings. 

4. Cannon Kopje. 
One of the most important l\fafeking for

tifications, lying a mile from town eastward 
on a hill in a key position. It was a very 
old, large circular stone _fort. Col. Walford, 
with another detachment of the British South 
African Police was stationed there. 

5. Native Location 
Another postal zone; this was a small 

suburb different from the Baralong Stadt, 
situated between Cannon Kopje and the town 
on the southern bank of the Molopo river. 
Its residents were halfbreeds and Fingos. 
Police and men from the Protectorate Regi
ment were on guard here. 

6. Western Outvosts·. 
This was a large area with a number of 

smaller Forts, under the charge of Maj. God
ley. There were the so-called Fort Godley, 
Fort Cardigan, Maj. Godle,y's Heaclq~wrte,,:s 
(lying further up from the Fort bearmg: his 
name) and still further westward F'o·rt M'lllcr. 
The farthest "advance" fort was Port A.yr, 
manned with Cape Police. 

Also to the Western Outposts belonged the 
so-called Hidden Hollow, a large trench a1·
rangement situated between the Fort Godley 
and the Baralong Stadt. Here were also the 
large Women's Laage,r and the slightly 
smaller Refugee Laager, the latter manne? 
by the C squadron of the Protectorate Regi
ment. 

The photograph of Maj. Godley's H~ad
quarters (p. 98, June issue) gives some idea 
of what all these numerous posts and forts 
looked like. 

There were, of course, many more Forts 
on the border of the inner town itself. Here 
are some: In the south-west: The Pound, 
garrisoned by Cape Police. In the east: 
Early's Fort, Dixon's Redan, Dell's Fort a1:1,d 
Ellis's Corner. On the eastern front: Ellit
son's Kraal, Musson's Fort, De Koc/e's Fort, 
Recreation Ground Fort and Early's Co·rner. 
To the left of the convent: Hospital Fort. 

These latter Forts, however, belonged more 
to the town area itself, which was a postal 
zone on its own and was serviced by a 
special "in town" post ( in contrast to the 
''outpost" service) , about which we shall say 
a few words later. 

All these details about the various Forts 
may appear rather boring and uninteresting 
nowadays, but they have to be put on record 
here in order to refute once and for all 
those cynical "know-alls", who were under 
the impression that l\fafeking was just a 
"dorpie" and communications could easily 
have been "shouted over the back fence of 
one's house". 

( To be continued 

MALTA 
Edw. VII MCA. Comp. mint (S.G. 48-57) 42/6 
Geo. V. Ser. ¼-d.-2/- mint (S.G. 97-103) 36/
"Melita" Ser. :ld.-1/- mint (S.G. 123-130) 12/6 
"Melita" o'ptd. "Postage" ( S. G. 143-152) 14/
''Self-Govt. 1947" (booking) mint 2.6/3 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28/6 
S. Africa S.G. 40-41 used on first day 

<Imv. Airways) flown cover, 27 Jan. 32, 
S. Africa to England . . . . . . . . . . 18/6 
1939 Huguenots, set (pairs) on f.d.e. • . 15/-

Cai;h with order. Postage (air 1/7) extra. 

CHASWELL STAMPS 
P.O. Box 408, Valletta, MALTA 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA 
The Stamp Lwver has an article hy Mr. 

\V. G. Nodder on the Matabeleland Com
memorative. 
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GERMANY 

Dr. van der Merwe of Viljoenskroon writes 
anent the remark in our September number 
that German issues are getting more and 
more complicated, that he has received most 
of the latest issues from a correspondent 
in the British zone and he hopes the follow
ing notes may be of interest to collectors 
of these stamps. 

From 21 June, the day of the moneta1·y 
change-over, both the cypher and workers' 
general issues were overprinted. The cypher 
issue received the posthorn net only; the 
workers' issue received three types of over
print (1) posthorn net, (2) row of post
horns with curls above and below. These 
two types were valid throughout the Anglo
American zones. The third type of over
print was in the Russian zone, where the 
words "Sowjetische Besatsungs Zone" were 
applied. These stamps were also hand
stamped with the numbers of the various 
postal districts. Dr. van der Merwe has sets 
with three for Berlin, 27 for Leipzig and 
some values of 41 for Auerbach. 

This handstamping, in black or in purple, 
is in two lines, diagonally applied, the nmn
ber top left and the name of the district 
bottom right. The application was obviously 
done on unused sheets; single stamps may 
show bits of more than one name, but there 
is no sign of the marks on covers bearing the 
stamps. 

The Berlin set so handstamped is from 2 
to 84pf. -The Leipzig set also includes the 
four mark values. So far as is known the 
only district to include them, and only in 
limited numbers. 

Some varieties Dr. van der Merwe has, 
are as follows: 60 pf. net-overprint on red 
stamp of first issue (later issue being 
brownish). 

50 and 80 pf. net overprint inverted. 
2, 4 and 24 pf. row overprint inverted. 

Vertical pair of 24 pf. row overprint, one 
normal, one inverted. 

60 pf. red with "Sowjetische Besatsungs 
Zone". 

Meanwhile ''Philatelie Equator" sends us 
more and more information; we could almost 
fill our whole number with it. 

On 29 Aug. two more Leipzig Fair stamps 
appeared. The French zone issues are now 
complete (till the next lot!). 

The posthorn overprints were exactly 84 
days in circulation and 83 different stamps 
received such overprints-their mint value 
being approximately 1,000 new marks Ol" 

$100.00. 
On 1st September the new set of 25 stamps 

(2 pf. to 5 Dm.) were put on sale in the 
\:Vestern zones. They are attractive pic
torials. 

Berlin has its own stamps, however, all 
of these 25 pictorials, together with variom, 

previous issues, were overprinted BERLIN 
diagonally for use in the three western sec
tors of the capital. 

Their latest bulletin states that between 
September 1 and 19 there were 195 different 
stamps in circulation in the four zones, a 
number practically identical with the num
ber issued in Britain from 1840 to 1935. 

* 
KENYA NO.TES 

With reference to our ,varning notice in 
May about a confidence trick worked in South 
and East Africa and in England on collectors 
and dealers, Mr. W. Tunstall informs u~ 
that the man concerned, a Maltese who had 
been in the E.A. Command, was given a 
three-year sentence in England for fraud and· 
false pretences, but within a fortnight of 
starting it committed suicide by hanging him
self in his cell. 

Rapid expansion of the use of meter-post 
stamps is taking place, both of Neopost ana 
Universal types. 

The sensational report quoted in our July 
issue, Mr. Tunstall says, is rather like that 
of Mark Twain's death, somewhat exagger
ated. He has heard of one · 5c perf. 13 x 
11 ½ changing hands at about £12, not 
£65-£100 as reported. 

As regards the 5c normal colour, but black 
in colour, said to be fetching £700, he says 
the facts are: In 1938 or 39 there was a fire 
in an up-country garage. When a safe which 
had been in it was salvaged, a supply of 
5c stamps therein were found to be black 
in colour, but with no signs of any actual 
scorching. A few were kept as souveni:rs, 
the rest were returned to the post office and . 
destroyed. 

To prove that such black stamps were sim
ply colour changelings, a friend of Mr. Tun
stall's produced such items quite easily uy 
heatmg normal stamps. 

The September "Philatelic Adviser" has an 
interesting illustrated record by Mr. Norman 
Hill of 5 types of postmarks from a novel 
group of Travelling Post Offices operating in 
Kenya, some of them apparently for as long 
as five years already. To encourage thrift 
five vans tour the country districts, essen
tially as travelling savings banks, though 
they also do general post office work. Their 
postmarks show either M.P.O. (Mobile Post 
Offices) or S.B.V. ( Savings Bank Van) witl1 
the name of a district. 

OBITUARY. 
We regret to hear, just as we go to 
press, of the death of Harry Marcuson. 
He was a very popular figure amongst 
Johannesburg collectors and will be 

sadly missed. 
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THE ORIGIN ~OF THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN Id. STAMP, "TREFOIL" 

WATERMARK. 

By Capt. J. A. B. VAN WYK 

In 1928 orders for a machine and cylinders 
to print stamps were placed in London by 
the South African Government. The machine 
"The Goebel Rotary Stamp Printing Machine'', 
was actually made by Messrs. Goebel Ltd., 
of Darmstadt, Germany. 

The design of the then current ld. post
age stamp was completed in Holland, where 
the positives were made and the cylinders 
etched, and these were then despatched to 
Darmstadt, so that thy could be fitted to the 
machine. 

These cylinders were proved on the two
colour stamp machine, which had just been 
built. The proofs showed that the etching
had not been too even, and the cylinders were 
taken to the Technical College, Frankfurt, 
where they were fine etched and proved with 
satisfactory results. 

The next step was the testing of various 
gummed papers in order to select a suitable 
paper for South African conditions. Four or 
five grades of paper, including some with 
the "Trefoil" watermark, were sent frolll 
London to Darmstadt, so that proofs of the 
stamps could be obtained. The proofs were 
duly made and forwarded to London. 

It is known that most of these proofs were 
burnt, but some evidently escaped destruc
tion, whether by accident or design. Stamps 
with "T:!"efoil" watermark were sold in 1940, 
while :others have recently appeared on the 
market ( end 1947 and beginning 1948). En
quiries have shown that there are from 
200 to 300 of the "Trefoil" specimens in 
existence. These are evidently some of the 
proofs which escaped destruction. Enquirie8 
have also shown that none of these proofs 
were kept in Germany, and no blame is to 
be attached to Messrs. Goebel, Ltd. 

It is in London that the leakage occurred. 
It is, of course, quite legitimate for proofs 

to be made to test the efficiency of the cylin
ders. It is unfortunate, however, that proofs 
should eventually find their way on to the 
market. 

It is true that proofs of stamps of different 
countries often come on the market and they 
seem to be legitimate objects of collectioh. 

The fact that proofs are often eagerly 
sought afte!.· by collectors and that these 
"Trefoil" watermarked stamps are legitimate 
objects of collection as proofs does not altei
the fact that the issue of such stamps wa:, 
not authorised by the Union Postal authorf
ties. It is a great pity that the countries 
of the Postal Union do not agree to pass 
uniform laws, making it essential that alI 
proofs be clearly stamped across with the 
word "Proof". If laws were also passed 
making the possession of such proofs wiH1-
out a permit a criminal offence. it would not 
be detrimental to the hobby of philately. 

( Capt. van Wyk informs us that he knows 
the name of the individual, and his firm, 
responsible for the marketing of these stamps, 
but it is considered inadvisable to publish 
the names. 

Although the marketing of these stamps, 
without making it known that they were 
proofs, may be-and is-considered philatelic
ally as morally indefensible, no action could 
be taken on the grounds that it was legally 
a wrongful procedure. 

Capt. van Wyk is a police officer and he 
ought to know!-Ed.) 

* SOUTHERN RHODESIA VARIETIES 
Mrs. M. Cawood, of Salisbury, notes the 

following varieties recently seen: 
( 1) A pair of current ld. postmarke(i 

Penhalonga,. One normal 21 m.m. wide and 
the other only 17 m.m. wide, perforations 
running through I of Rhodesia and U of 
Revenue. 

(2) Current ld. with white space, 2 m.m. 
by 4 m.m., under A of Rhodesia (probably 
due to piece of paper between plate and 
printing paper). 

(3) Current ls. with head misplaced to 
left and upwards so the epaulette (left.•) cuts 
frame enclosing ls. 

(4) Current ls. with marks on face (m'inor) 
near right ear (two) . 

(5) 1940 Jubilee l½d.-A variety of this 
stamp known as the "collar" variety appears 
to be very elusive and is not well known. 
It must have been corrected as some stamps 
I have show traces only. There are three 
shading lines on the 1·ight collar front. 

( 6) In the Victory Issue the numerals on 
the sheet margins are not constant in posi
tion. I have sheets of the ld., 3d. and 6d., 
in which the numerals are above the row 
next to the rig-ht-hand and the top margih 
ceases abov~ that row. 
New Post Offices 

Mrs. Cawood reports that new post office!'.'! 
( additional to those in the list given by her
in our September issue) were opened on 1st 
October at Coropark, Dahlia and Sinyative. 

* CANADA 
A 4c stamp in honour of the centenary 

of Responsible Government appeared on 1st 
October. It features the Parliament Build
ings in Ottawa, with inset portraits of 
Queen Victoria a.nd King- George VI. Thanks 
to Major Ian Morgan and Mr. J. F. Babb for 
first day covers. 

}f-

AN APOLOGY 
\Ve must apologise to Messrs. "Chasv,rell 

Stamps", of Valetta, for making the address. 
in their advertisement in our August num
ber read P.O. Box 408, Valletta, Italy," when, 
of course, it should have been Malta. \Ve 
hope that neither th~y nor any corresp?nde~ts 
have been inconvemenced through this mis
take. 
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SOCIETY NEWS 
-........ . I 

PORT ELIZABETH PIIILA TELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., M:r. G. P. 

~mith, 13 Trafalgar Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

The. meeting on 21st SeptembPr, with )[r. I,'orbes 
f\8 ch:urman, was a large gathering. 

Capt. Graham ,Yas rPsponsible for the evening, 
and ~abled about (iO pages of "Birds of the British 
Empne." 

Each stamp ha<l a hird in its design aml there 
wpre only two blank pages. · 
, 'l'he collection wm, divid<'d into four sections. 1.'he 

first was called Flightless Birds, the second :-;,,a 
Birds and "'atf'rfowl, the third Birds of Displa~-
1mch _as Peaeoeks, l'heasants, etc., and the fourth 
Perch mg Birds. 

Capt. Graham hail spent much time and trouble 
to get h~s collection together, and on each page 
was a wnte up ahout the birds' habits and hahita
~ion. It ":as one of the most interesting displays 
for some tune, and he deser,·ed the heartv Yote 
of thanks the members accorded him. · , 

}fr. Forhes said the second round of the Quiz 
papers had been delayed through being wrongly 
:1ddressed, so the ~ml and 3rd round would be run 
off at the same meeting. 

1.'hree new members were admitted and the meet
ing closed ,yith an auction. 

* PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBL'HG 
President, l\Ir. W. Redford; Hon-. Sec., Mr. B. 

Glassman, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; J1feeUng.,;, 
2nd_ Tuesdays and 4th Mondays, Public Library, 
7.4::> p.m. 

At the meeting held on 27th September tile ex
l}ibits were provided by several members showing a 
tew sheets each. 

~Ir. B. Joseph showed X ew Zealand Health 
Stamps in pairs, and l\lr. Chapman New Zealaml 
commemoratives in plate No. Blocks. Mr. Lvdell 
showed selected L'nions, including used Jubilees in 
large blocks. l\Ir. Glassman showed commemora
tives of such countries as Hungary, Korway, Canal 
:Zone, Israel and Nicaragua. Mr. ,v. Oppenheim. 
cover:3 of the latest issues illustrated with some 
amusing comments. Dr. .T. H. Harvey Pirie cover~ 
from Marion Island together with a photograph and 
map. Mr. I. Isaacs, Tin-Can mail covers. 

~Ir. J. Burrell brought a special lamp nuder 
wlnch shades of stamps are sharply distinguished. 
He showed several of his stamps under it and the 
number of shadp,.-; not distinguishable in ordinarv 
light was astonishing. . • 

Tuesday, 12th Octobe1·. The evfining's entertain
ment took the form of a competition arranged 
pointly by l\Ir. LillPy and Mr. Robertson. In this 
some 36 questions were read out and the amnvers, 
which always could be quite brief, had to be writ
ten down. A second part consisted of stamps with 
parts of them covned up, which had to be identi
fied. The grade of the questions was such that the 
promoters said thPy f!Xpected an average of a third 
to a half to be correctly answered by anyone. Top 
marks of quite a bit over a half were gained jointly 
by Messrs. Schubart and Oppenheim. 

Monday, 25th OetobPr: ~Ir. \Y. Redford showPd 
a fine collection of Gold Coast. It was almost com
plete in mint, used and specimens. The exhi'bit 
in_cluded a mint copy of the £1 green and gold l~ue1m 
Victoria, one of the rarest stamps in existence. 
'l'here was also a copy of the 1/- George V with 
error of watermark, multiple S. A. instead or mul
tiple C.A. Only two copies of these are known. 
There were bisects and covers included, including 
:t cover postmarked Northern Territories. The ex
hibit was shown on sheets which had been written 
up by the late Gilbert Allis. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF RHODE~1A 
Pre,,side,n,t, l\Ir. F. W. Porter; Hon. Hecretary, 

Mr. G. C. White4e-,ad, P.O. Box 80:-~, Bulawayo; 
Meetin[}S, 1st Wednesday in each month, at 8 p.m., 
in the Presbyterian Church Hall, c/o Abercorn 
Street and Fifth Avenue, Bulawayo. 

September meeting: The attendance at this meet
ing was below :n-erage, but those present sha1·pened 
their wits and ma1le short shrift of the quiz questions, 
admitting afterwards that they were more duficult 
than the previous set. rnfortunatelJ·, clue to late 
receipt of the first set of ans,vers by the organisers, 
the Society is no longer participating in the contest, 
hut the questions are entertaining, and a good test 
of philatelic lmowli>dge. :\Ir. }lunro spoke a few 
,Yords on his exh.ibit, Sierra Leone, and his eollee
tion was examined and admired bJ· the members 
present. 

October meeting: It was gratifying to see a 
larger attendance -again, particularly in view of the 
tine exhibit of old Xew Zealand stamps, provided 
by }Ir. llillau. This, following an exhibit of mod
ern Xew Zealand at a recent meeting, has pr<n-ided 
members with a representative selc.•ction of all the 
:"tamps of that country_ 

A new feature, introdueed at this meeting, was 
a synopsis of current news, culled from various 
philatelic publications, and presented in this form 
for the benefit of those who have not the oppor
tunity of studying the many and various ma,gazines. 
Arising from this, nwmbers indulged in a spirtPd 
discussion on ways and means of brightening the 
evening's programme still further, and it was de
cided that in future tea will be sen·pd at the con
clusion of the formal agenda, after which informal 
<liseussions and exehange will .take place. 

Our PresidPnt. }Ir. Porter, will be rPpresenting 
the Society at the forthcoming Congrp:-;s in Pretoria, 
the first time for many a J'ear that the Socif'ty has 
had personal representation. 

* 
CAPE TOWX. PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Pf"e8ident, K. 1\1. Cameron; II on. Sec., S. Kagan
son, P.O Box 1973; Meetings, 2nd and 4th Thurs
days, at Yorkshire Buildings, Strand Street, at 7.30 
p.m. 

26th August: Before a good attendance of mem
bers and visitors, }Ir. A. l\I. Jones tabled a portion 
of his magnificent C'ollectioii of Orange FrPe State 
Less than 200 sheets were ~een as mPmbers spent so 
much time studying -the mass of material initially 
laid out there was no time left for the balance-. l\lany 
rareties were shown and where necessary they were 
accompanied hy Royal 8ociety Certificates. 1Ye un
derstand that the undisplayed balance consists of 
postal histoi·:r and all look forward to seeing this 
at a lat.er date. 

9th September: Another fine attendance turned up 
to see Mr. W. D. Vallance's delightful display of 
the beautiful and always popular stamps of Can
ada. Thm·e were many fine items. hut a mint block 
of four ot' the 1926 2c on 3c with double overprint 
caused a continuous block in the traffic. Mr. Val
lance gave us some very interesting information 
regarding the 1868 to 188S Queen's Heads. 

L.II.R. 

NYASA.LAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
President, Mr. :\Icl\Iicking; Hon. Ser., Mr. L. 

D. Arthur, Limbe Trading Co., Ltd. Limbe; .Meet
ings, Tobacco Auction Floor, 5 p.m. 

.Monday, 12th .Tuly: At this meeting various new 
issues were shown. The All-1''ederation Quiz was 
tackled (but the results were nevPr sent in.---J,;d.) 
and there was the usual cireula tion of appro,·al 
books. 

:Monday, 9th August: A variety o~ new i_ssue-s 
again wme on display. There was httle available 
iti the way of approvals, but several members had 
brought along their collections for inspection. 
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As the steward puts the finishing 
touches to his table, he hears the Chef 
checking with the Chief Steward the number 
of passengers coming through for dinner. 

Then as though by the rhythm of the 
wheels, he hears that number being multi
plied . . . 200, 400, 4,000, 400,000, 

4,000,000 ! Four million meals! 
That is the task performed each year 

by the catering staff of the S.A.R .... four 

million meals served on trains and in dining 
rooms throughout the length and breadth of 
the land. 

This is a formidable task, for all the 
planning, ordering, collecting and delivery 
of provisions must be linked with the com
plicated movements of hundreds of trains. 

All this goes on quietly behind 
the scenes long before you hear that familiar 
gong wh·ch tells you your table is set, your 
meal is ready. 

SOUTH , AFRICAN RAILWAYS 

iii. 
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~!ii 
To the siri~~ ~ ollector . . . 

!..._ ~~ 
. 
I 

► 

All Philate_listJ ~a,, tal 1 •~ '=tive part in the H. R. 

HARMER A.uctjont ~-- nl.ittir where they may live. 

r ' !" . dc-J · .t ... J,eJal '~htweight catalogues are 

available for overseas distribution. The subscription 

is £1 per annum, including Lists of prices Realised, the 

same as for surface mail, with the addition of air-mail 

' . 
I 04 

'I • 
I ~, 

!lP ,· ;• 
(/t, ! ' .• . • t 0~ 

, H ~!lim~ ~ . . , ~. ikiu1/cftN 
postage against which an advance deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent 

free of cr.arge by surface mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a 

year's subscription 

-- - FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS -
in LONDON. 

THE BOND STREET AUCTIONS 

DECEMBER 6th and 7th. 

AN OUTSTANDING GENERAL SALE com

prising a very fine Collection of BRITISH 

EMPIRE attractively lotted, and IMPORT

ANT .FOREIGN Properties, including- not?

worthy se lections of ROUMANIA from the 

Baron Alphonse de Rothschild Collection. 

Catalogue with full-page plates Gd. List of 

Prices Realised, 1/-. 

• • • and those who 
wish to Sell 

The same international service is available 
to collectors who wish to sell their col
lections. The H. R. HARMER Auctions 
are the world's best medium for the sale 
of fine and rare stamps. More than 3000 
leading collectors are consistent buyers 
at our auctions in New York and London. 
Regular Auctions will now also be held 
by our recently opened branch in Sydney, 
N.S.W. Write to the addresses given 
below for full particulars of facilities, 
Commission Terms, Insurance arrange-

ments, etc. 

H. R. HARMER 
International 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
39/42 New Bond Street, 

LONDON, W.I, ENGLAND 

CABLES 

Stamp Auctioneers 
H. R. HARMER, I NC. 

32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 
NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 

CABLES 
u Harmersale, New York" ,-nix,, 

;OCIATION WltH H. R. ·"'HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY., LIMITED 
' • .._.. r 

TLER~AGH'~OUSE, 2B CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 
' C:J '=' · :c 

~ PubU dl:d by the Pfili.atelf? Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News 
~ Agency Ltd., Johatn~burg.· Pl"inted by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, 2a Harrison Street. 

' ·;-.. r.- J obannesbur~. 
-·' 
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CCHE SOUTH AFRICAN I --

PHILATELIST 
i ! 

Proprietors and Publishers: 

THE PHILATELIC FEDERATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Price 9d. REGISTERED AT THE G.P.O. AS A NEWSPAPER. Price 9d. 

I 

Vol. 24, No. 12. DECEMBER, 1948. Whole No. 285 
' ! 

: 
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ROss0N 
LoWEL~A 

50 PALL MALL • ~LL MA.LL LQ1&1 
LONDON, S.W.I , ,i""Q1A1 

· Telephcne Abbey 4034. Crbles "Stamps, London" U I" 
THE 

HIGHEST PRICE EVER PAID 
FOR .A GREAT BRITA-IN 
SINGLE LINE-ENGRAVED 
STAMP WAS 

£525 
SECURED IN THE 
PALL MALL 
SALE.ROOMS 

We have several thousand 
clients who are anxious 
to buy Collections, early 
rarities and fine covers 

for study, far in excess of the availab)e supplies. 
lf you wish to secure PEAK PRICES for your 
postage ~ :imps send us details of what you have 

to sell NOW. 

~ossoN LOWE . 
MELBOURNE oFFl!t'C.. PH/LA Dir 
MR.). L. PHILLIPS, ,;( bLJl~ 
Masons Buildings, Sugden Place, ,-f"l, 
Melbourne, C.I., AUSTRALIA. 

I 
I 
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UNION of SOUTH AFRICA 
ALL SUPERB MINT. 

KING'S HEAD 1913-22 
id. Green, S.G.3 . . . . . . . . 3d. 

Do. perf. 14 x imperf., S.G.3A 9d. 
M. Blue-Green, S.G.4 . . . . . . 6d. 
M. Yellow-Green, S.G.5 . . . . . . 3d. 
ld. Rose-Red, S.G.6 . . . . . . . . 3d. 

Do., perf. 14 x imperf., S.G.6A 2/-
ld. Carmine-Red, S.G.7 . . . . . . 3d. 
ld. Scarlet, S.G.8 . . . . . . . . . . :3d. 

Do., Perf. 14 x imperf., S.G.8A 2/-
Hd. Chestnut, S.G.9 . . . . . . . . :M. 

4d. Orange - Yellow & Olive -
Green, S.G.16 ........... . 
Do., Missing Jubilee Line, blk. 4 
Do., Watermark Inverted . . . . 

4d. Orange - Yellow & Sage -
Green, S.G.17 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6d. Black & Violet, S.G.18 . . . . 
6d. Black & Bright Violet, S.G.18a 
1/- Orange, S.G.19 . . . . . . . . . . 

2/-
15/-
3/-

2/6 
2/6 
2/6 
4/-
6/6 
4/-
4/-

Do., Tete-Beche Pair, S.G.9a . . 2/
Do., perf. 14 x imperf., S.G.9b 2/-

2d. Dull Purple, S.G.10 . . . . . . 5d. 

Do.1 Watermark Inverted .. 
1/- Orange-Yellow, S.G.19A .. 
1/3 Violet, S.G.20 .•. . . . . . . . 
2/6 Purple & Green, S.G.21 .. 12/6 -

Do., No Watermark . . . . . . 350/
Do., perf. 14 x imperf., S.G.10a · 2/6 

2d. Deep Purple, S.G.11 . . . . 9d. 
2½d. Bright Blue, S.G.12 . . . . . . 1/6 

Do., Control Block 4 .. 60/-
5/- Purple & Blue, S.G.22 .... 
5/- Red-Purple & Light· Blue, 

30/- -

S.G.22A ............. . 30/
Do., Control Pair . . . . . . . . 70/-

10/- Deep Blue & Olive Green, 

-

Do., Watermark Inverted . . . . 50/-
2½d. Deep Blue, S.G.13 . . . . . . . . 2/_._ 
3d. Black & Orange-Red, S.G.14 2/6 

Do., Watermark Inverted . . . . 10/-

S.G.23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35;·- -

3d. Black & Dull Orange-Red, 
S.G.15 . . . . . . . . . . 2/6 

3d. Ultramarine, S.G.25 . . . . . . 2/-

Do., Blk.4 Missing Jub. Line .. 210/~ _ 
£1 Green & Red, S.G.24 . . . . . . 165/-

Do., Controy Copy ........ 200/- _ 
£1 Olive-Green & Red, S.G.24a .. 165/-

Do., Control Copy . . . . . . . . 200/-
Do., Gutter Margin, block of 4 700/- -

All Union specialists welcome 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

JOHN MENDELSSOHN 
25-26 SHAKESPEARE Df)USE 

CJOMMISSIONER STREET 
JOIIANNFJSBURG 

P.O. Box 1607. Phones; 33-9483. Res. 43-1519 

~lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll: 1 11!1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111lflllllllllllfrrr. 
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~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~ffl~~~~~ 
~ ~ 
~ THE ~ 
~ ~ 
~ SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST I 
~ ~ 
~ Wishes all its readers ~ 
~ ; 
~ A Me·rry Christmas ~ 
~ and· ~ 
~ ~ 
~ A Happy New Year ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~~~~~~~~~ 

~ ~ 
~ NOTICE~ ~ ·----- . ~ 
~ ~ 
~ CH.ANGE OF ~ 
• ADDRESS I 

~ 
As from 1st January, 1949, the business ~ 
management of the ~ 
SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST ~ 

is being taken over by Mr. L. Buchen. ~ 
Dr. Harvey Pirie continues, temp- ~ 

. 
Here is a happy child shown on orarily at any rate, as Honorary .iii 

Editor. ·~ A this year's Christmas label. Collect ~ 
'-"-~ The new address, for both business ~ 
~ these and help to keep or make ~ 
~ and editorial matters is P.O. Box 4012, ~ 

~ some child well and happy. Johannesburg. ~ 
~ ~ 
h~~-~~-~~~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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UNION NOTES. 

Plate I of the ltd. "Small :Mine" Issue 

Following Mr. A. Lichtenstein's listing of 
the first four printings of the Hd. "Small 
Mine" stamps in our July notes, Mr. J. W. 
Schubart, Johannesburg, has made the in
teresting discovery that Plate I of the series 
can be identified by the much coarser screen
ing of the design than is present in any of 
the subsequent printings. 

The used block of four on which he first 
noted the difference, bears the postal can
cella,tion "Krugersdorp Sep 1941" and an in
spection under a magnifying glass shows up 
the ~affle:plate app-~rance !Of the design, 
e~pecially m th8 shadmg on the mine dump. 
Examination of a mint p.air of these stamps 
with the marginal side arrow of the widely 
pronged type attached, presents the same 
pronounced coarse screen effect apparent in 
the cancelled block and confirms that the 
item formed part of the issue described in the 
July list as having been prnduced from the 
unnumbered cylinders of Plate I. 

Comparison with the stamps of Plate 2'
well known by the two main varieties 0f a 
patch of buff eolour on the headgear of one 
stamp and a large dot at the left of the 
numeral "2" in another-shows this design 
to have been produced in a very much finer 
mesh than is apparent in the stamps of Plate 
I and the marked difference between the two 
printings, in those specimens so far exam
ined, makes it a very simple matter to pick 
out the much rarer first issue. 

The colour of Mr. Schubart's used block 
is yellow buff and dull green and in this re
spect there is no difference between his item 
and copies of one of the Plate 2 printings 
which appeared in the same background and 
frame shades. No record has so far been 
noted of the number of sheets printed from 
the unnumbered cylinders, but apparently it 
could not have been so very many for loof{ing 
back through the 1941 and 1942 issues :of the 
''South African Philatelist," the first consign
ment of 30,500 sheets of "Small Mine'' Hd. 
stamps was delivered by the Government 
Printer on the 24th June, 1941; they appeared 
on sale at some post off ices on the Reef in 
August, 1941, and the patch :of buff colour on 
the headgear of the fourth stamp in the third 
row of Plate 2 printing was recorded as an 
observed variety in the November, 1941, is
sue of the magazine. 

New ½d. "Official" Stamp 
Mr. J. Robertson, of the Robertson Stamp 

Co., reports the appearance of a new ½d. "Of
ficial" stamp, the format of which is slightly 
smaller than that in use during the last few 
months. 

As in the preceding issue, the overprints 
"Offisieel" and "Official" both read d:own.., 
wards and the same size fount has been used, 
though perhaps not quite so heavily. The 
spacing, however, which varied throughout 
the sheet of the previous production from 11 ~ 
to 12 mm., is much more consistent at lH 

mm. and only about three stamps in the new 
sheet have been noted with a different 1neas
urement of 11 mm. 

The. sta~ps themselves are part of the M. 
de~ommabon produce_d last year immediately 
p,r10r to the change m the language setting. 
The first and the last stamps on the sheet are 
inscribed in Afrikaans and their general ap
pearance is similar to those for the ''Offi
cials" preceding them, but the format is 
smaller and in consequence the gutters be
tween the stamps show an increase from ap
proximately U mm. to 2 mm. In contrast to 
these sizes, the gutter measurement of the 
current ½d. ordinary postage stamps, with 
their still smaller format and changed bi
lingual setting (No. 1 stamp in English), is 
approximately 2imm. 

The frame colour of the new "Officials'' is 
more in the shade :of bluish green than the 
dull green of the previous issue, but the Nm
tres are in greyish black, as before. The 
sheet numbers of four numerals are printed 
in red instead of black and the solid mar
ginal arrows of the earlier nrinting appear on 
the new sheets in about the same size and 
form, but broken up by thin criss-cross lines. 
The up.right watermark is unchanged. 

Pretoria Printing Twisted Headplate Variety 
A letter received from Mr. A. H. Sydow of 

Cape Town gives some interesting particu
lars concerning the ld. Twisted Headplate 
(ship tilted) variety recorded under the num
ber 35 V g on page 31 of the South African 
Standard Catalogue. 

The item, he notes, is given in the Cata
logue as in Row 16, No. 9, but its correct 
position is in Row 19, No. 9 and the ship 
appears on the stamp in a slanting position as 
a result of having- been printed from a "SUB
STITUTED ELECTRO." The original cliche 
cracked and was removed by cutting out and 
another cliche, cut from a booklet plate, was 
welded into the position. The electrotyped ld. 
plate was made by the Royal Mint in Eng-
land, but the stamps were printed at the 
Government Printing Works in Pretoria. 

Post Office Letter Cards 
The Hd. Letter Card,· figured on p. 147 

our September issue has now appeared in t 
other language form, i.e., with Brief-Kaar 
the left and Letter Card at the right. 
impressed stamp is the same in both f· 

The 6d. Air Letter Form, reported , 
110 of our July issue has also been on 
in two language varieties. In one the 
pressed stamp has Suid-Afrika at the 
and S•outh Africa below; in the other t 
positions are reversed. 

Quantities of Stamps Printed \ 
These official records, which for some 

years we have been receiving approximately 
quarterly from the Postal Authorities, have 
not appeared since our June issue. '\Ve have 
been informed that pressure of business and 
shortage of staff has interfered with their 
compilation, but it is hoped that they will be 
brought up to date shortly. 
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* CATALOGUED - - - - - -
- - - FOR THE FIRST TIME 
and now required by many collectors 

towards completion of their K.G. VI 
collections. 

* SOUTH AFRICA 
1942-3 

1 ~d. Bantam ROULETTE OMITTED 
(S.G. 98a, cat. £12 mint) 

*
. a limited number of pairs 

available at 

'~£_9 I Os. PER PAIR 

DAVID FIELD(, L TDwi l 
Licensed Valuers I 

7, VIGO STREET, LONDON, W.1. 

Stamp Dealers since 1884. 

BRITISH 
COLONIALS 

* * * 
Superb Stamps at Investment Prices. 

* * * 
1ant Lists receive prompt personal 

attention. 

* * * 
·-\pproval Selections wil Ii ngly sent to 

responsible collectors. 

* * * 

38, Lancaster Gardens, 

Clacton-on-Sea, England. 

NO\N IS 
THE TIME • • • 
for you to fill in those gaps, at the cheapest 
rates. The war-time issues of Europe have now 
reached their lowest prices and are beginning 
to rise again. 
I have complete stocks of the following coun
tries, and all sets are available singly: 

SEND FOR MY PRICE LISTS 
TO COMP ARE WITH OTHERS 

Belgium: War-time comp. inc. sheets, M. 160/
France: S.G. 524-660 exc. 534-541, M. 240/-

Do. S.G. 661-994 exc. 803-810, M. ISO/-
Do. Do. Do. F.U. ISO/-

Germany: S.G. 577-689, comp. F.U. 190/-
Do. S.G. 690-898, comp. F.U. ISO/-
Do. Do. Do. M. ISO/-

Croatia: S.G. 1-146, comp. M. . . . . 100/-
Poland: S.G. 359-477, comp., Mint 150/-

Do. Do. Do. F.U. 160/-
DQ. 490-618, M. or F.U. . . . . . . 160/-

Switzerland: Pro. Juv .. , M., unmounted 
Cl-123 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140/

Do. Do. Do. F.U. . . 110/
LEAGUE complete per Zumstein £100 

ALSO NEW ISSUE SERVICE IN ALL EUROPE 
Cash With Order. Air Postage Free over £5. 

THOMAS GREEN 
8, CRAIGCROOK PARK, EDINBURGH, 

SCOTLAND. 

FOR 

CLASSIC ISSUES 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Write to 

DOUGLAS 
ROTH, 

B.P.A. 

c/o Standard Bank of South Africa Ltd., 

Adderley Street, 

Cape Town. 
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Notes on the Davis Issue of 1874. 

By R. BROOM, F.R.S. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .. ; 

In the great paper by E. B. Yardley on the 
Transvaal stamps published by Stanley Gib
bons in 1906 we find the following statements 
(p. 472): 

"Some time in 1874 Mr. Jeppe sent the 
plates, or some of them, to Messrs P. Davis 
and Son, of Pietermaritzburg, and in the 
month of September, 1874, that firm de
livered 603 sheets of the ld. (24,120 stamP'S) 
and 1,015 sheets of the 6d. (40,600 stamps), 
each sheet comprising forty stamps . . . and 
as neither 603 nor 1,015 is divisible by 2, it 
is probable that Messrs. Davis printed from 
single plates. Moreover, as mentioned be
fore, I have not been successful in finding a 
specimen ,of the 6d. showing any of the flaws 
or scratches characteristic of the tete-beche 
plate, and therefore probably Messrs. Davis 
used only the right-hand plate for their 
printings of the 6d ..... Messrs. Davis used 
two kinds of paper, one a medium compact 
opaque paper showing little or no grain, and 
the other a thin, soft, wove, inferior paper, 
rendered transparent by the gum or the oil 
of the printing ink." 

According to the Catalogue, the stamps 
are believed to have been issued in September, 
1874. 

Recently I was fortunate in being able to 
purchase a nice little collecti.on of about 140 
of the Davis 6d. stamps. The large majority 
have been used fiscally and a considerable 
number of them are dated. The dates ex
tend from 11th June to 11th September, 
1874. 

Fortunately the great pioneer and au
thority on old Transvaal stamps-Emil Tam
sen-is still with us, and I wrote to him 
about the dates of the Davis issue. He re
plied as follows: 

"You will note that when I copied the 
Government Record I found no date, only 
month "Sept." given as receipt of the Davis 
stamps. Now your copies (show) that these 
stamps have been used much earlier, most 
likely in two deliveries, because Gibbons 
quotes tw.o different papers and colom~.s., which 
I never noticed but which could not happen in 
one printing. Perhaps most likely the printer 
would only send his a/ c with the last lot of 
stamps and that being (the) official date for 
Govt." 

Yardley's division of the stamps into "thin, 
transparent" and "thicker, opaque" papers is 
not quite satisfactory, and it is quite impos
sible to divide the stamps I have into these 
two groups. In all the stamps webbing can 
be seen. In some it is very distinct; in others 
indistinct. No doubt there are thin trans
parent stamps, almost like Pelures, and there 
are white opaque stamps, but there are so 

many intermediate varieties that no hard, 
clear division can be drawn between them. 

The June and July stamps are transparent; 
most of those dated September are opaque; 
those dated August are of both sorts. Prob
ably there were two issues, one in June which 
was on thin nearly transparent paper, and 
.one in August which was mainly on opaque 
paper. Certainly the issue must have been 
as early as June, 1874. 

I have plated all the stamps and all cer
tainly belong to the left pane or right plate. 
I have a fair collection of the ld. and all 
these also belong to the left pane. So it 
seems practically certain that Davis used only 
the right plates. 

* * * LONDON INTERNATIONAL STAMP 
EXHIBITION, 1950 

The Council of the Royal Philatelic Society 
are sponsoring an International Stamp Ex
hibition in London which will be opened on 
6th May, 1950. 

His Majesty the King has graciously 
granted his patronage. There has not been 
an International Exhibition of this kind in 
London since 1923, as the projected Centen
ary Exhibition for May, 1940, had to be 
abandoned because of the war. 

An Executive Committee under the chair
manship of Sir John Wilson, has been ap
pointed, and in order to insure the utmost 
c'O-operation from all philatelic interests, the 
British Philatelic Association has nominated 
five members to serve on the Exe.cutive. 

Advertisement rates for the periodical pub
lications to be issued between now and May, 
1950, and for the Exhibition Catalogue, have 
been announced and can be obtained from 
the "South African Philatelist" or by appli
cation to the Exhibition Publicity Committee 
at the "Royal's" headquarters, 41 Devonshire 
Place, London, W.1. 

AUSTRALIA 
Owing to a temporary shortage of paper 

the ld. Princess Elizabeth stamp has been. 
issued on unwatermarked paper, but furthef 
printings will probably revert to the norm( 
watermarked type. Make sure of getting t}1 
interesting variety if you a-re a Comrrl 
wealth collector. 

' 
SUDAN \ 

A 2p stamp was issued on 1st Octo\ 
featuring the familiar camel postman. At ~ 
top is ''Sudan Stamp Jubilee." "Stamp C 
lecting calls this the camel postman's la 
ride. 

\Vhitfield King and Co.'s "Press Notes', re
ports 10m and 5p stamps as appearing in 
December in honour of the opening of the 
Legislative Assembly. The official note about 
them states that although three new issues 
have appea-red this year, this does not indi
cate a change of policy by the postal depart
ment nor any desire to stimulate artificially· 
the demand for stamps by dealers or collec
tors. Good news! 
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NETHERLANDS 

The recently issued stamps for the Golden 
Jubilee of Queen Wilhelmina's ,reign and the 
two values of the Queen Juliana inauguration 
issue were not issued on the days on which 
these events actually took place-31st August 
and 6th September, respectively-but on the 
30th August for the first set and 7th Sep
tember for the second. Covers bearing date 
stamps of the 31st August have been seen 
but they are irregular as all post off ices were 
closed on that day. 

It has been made known in Holland that 
the Juliana stamps will be reduced in size 
despite the fact that they were to be the fore
runners :of a new definitive issue. It is not 
yet known whether the present design is to 
be retained or whether an entirely new series 
is contemplated. 

The date of issue of the annual child wel
fare set was announced as being 15th N ovem
ber, so that by the time this appears in print 
the stamps will have been received here. The 
illustrations seen show that different designs 
will be used for each :of the five values, as 
follows: 

2+2 cents, Yellow-green, Boy in a canoe, 
5+3 cents, Blue-green, A girl swimming, 
6+4 cents, Grey, Boy on a sledge, 

10+5 cents, Red, Girl on a swing, 
20+8 cents, Blue, Skater. 

The designs are by Andre van der Vossen 
and are 21 x 32 mm. in size with an overall 
size for the stamps :of 25 x 38 mm. printing 
no doubt, by J. Enschede and Sons of Haar~ 
lem. 

The posta&:e. due series in the new design 
by J. ~a_n Krn~pen, has been amplified by 
the add1t1011 of s1x new values, one of which
the_ 3 cents-was redundant before its issue. 
This came about thmugh the alte1·ation of 
postal rates before printing was complete. It 
1s learnt from the "N ederlandsch Maandblad 
vo?r Philatelie" that an enquirer at a phila
~ehc counter of one of the large•r cities in Ifol-
, nd (the philatelic counters are usually able 

supply stamps not otherwise obtainable) 
' told that no stocks of this stamp were 

lable but that he should apply to the 
, at the Hague: All copies :of this post
. ue stamp available to collectors are 
fore likely to be mint ones and a genu-

/ used copy extremely rare. 

be design of the present Hartz van 
.mpen set_ of Queen Wilhelmina was adap-

,d for use In the Netherlands Indies but it 
-?o, will be superseded by stamps bea:ing th~ 
likeness of Queen Juliana. The life of the 
Wilhelmina stamps will be a very short one 
as the set was issued in August and Juliana 
stamps are already in preparation. I am in
formed that from 1st January 1949 all 
stamps of the Indies will be overprinted' "In
donesia" in conformity with recent develop
ments of a constitutional nature. 

J.W.S. 

Collectors' Wants & Offers 
(Threepence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 3/- per insertion). 

Beginners and medium collectors - try 
our approval service. 

Benoni Stamp Shop, Box 485, Benoni. 

Wholesaler requires regular supplies of 
Basutoland, Bechuanaland, Nyasaland, 
Swaziland in large or small quanti
ties. Send or write by air mail. 

B. Savitz, 69 Greenvale Road, London, 
S.E. 9, England. 

Sierra Leone wanted. Full Gibbons Cata
logue prices offered for superb used 
copies of Numbers 43, 47 to 53, 74, 
77 to 84, 90, 93, 94, 95, 123 to 127, 
132, 133, 133A, 146A, 147, 147A. 

William Redford, P.O. Box 7012, 
J ohannesbnrg. 

Wanted, Union of South Africa essays, 
proofs, specimens, rarities, unusual 
and specialist items. Also good Union 
Collections. Send on approval or 
write: 

Sam Legator, Box 133, Brakpan. 

Stamp Catalogues (Current) - 1949 
George VI: Gibbons' British Empire, 
Part 1, 5/-. 1948, Whole World: Gib
bons' Simplified, 18/3; Scott, 46/3; 
Yvert, 33/9. British Empire: Whitfield 
King, 10/-. United States: Gibbons, 
4/-. Union of South Africa: N.P.S., 
7 /9. Prices quoted cover postage 
within the Union. Orders now taken 
for British _Empire to year 1948 
against deposit of 5/-. 

The Globe Postage Stamp Company, 
Slave Tree Corner, Church Square, 
Box 3001, Cape Town. 

For sale, 250 collector's duplicates, 
British Empire, including obsolete, 
commemoratives, high values, etc. A 
genuine offer, 1-2 to 1-3 catalogue. 
Price £3 . 

Apply Stamps, 111 Langton Road, Mont
clair, Durban. 

AUSTRALIA-SOUTH AFRICA DIR~CT 
AIR ROUTE 

What may be the beginning of a new chap
ter in aero-philately was made on 20th No
vember when a Qantas air liner completed 
a direct trial flight from Sydney to Johan
nesburg1 in a flying time of 39 houri:; 58 
minutes. The crossinQ' of the Indian Ocean 
was made via the Cocos-Keeling Aton and 
Mauritius. A few private letters were car
ried on this flight, but only to some V.I.P's. 
in the Union, not to the public in general. 
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AIR MAIL NOTES 
Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey sends the following: 

An Unreco•rded Pioneer Air Mail. 
Aug. 31s-t, 1913-Kimberley-Bulawayo 

Attempt. 
To quote from the late Mr. L. A. Wyn<l

, ham's "The Air Posts of South Africa" (page 
69) :-

"Apart from the souvenir cards carried 
on the first South African Aerial Post anrl 
the pamphlet issued by the John Weston 
Aviation Company ... there are, so far as 
is known, no tangible mementoes of South 
Africa's pre-war aviation history." 
In Mr. H. R. Harmer's auction catalogue 

for October, 1948, an item from the P. H. 
Oakey Air Mail Collection is illustrated. This 
does not appear to have been recorded hither
to. It is a specially printed cover inscribed 
-top left "AEROGRAM , 

NO CHARGE FOR DELIVERY" 
"POP" 

Top right in small typ2 
50 H-P 

The cover is franked with two ld. K.E.VIJ 
Transvaal stamps postmarked 31st Aug. 1913. 

This interesting item was apparently flovvn 
part of the. way between Kimberley and Bula
wayo by the pioneer aviator, Mr. C. Compton 
Patterson, who was operating a flying school 
at the time near Kimberley. The plane made 
a forced landing and the flight was aban
doned, the envelope subsequently being date
stamped at Bulawayo on 3rd September, 1913. 

Can any reader supply further informa
tion on the flight? 

* 
U.P.U. STAMPS 

It is understood that the 75th Anniversary 
of the founding of the Universal Postal Union 
is to be celebrated next year by the issue in 
all member countries (which means pretty 
nearly the whole world) of a commemorative 
stamp or stamps. In all the motif will be 
the same. 

IRAQ 
Following up the notice in our October 

issue that there were to be air mail miniature 
sheets which would not be available for 
postd use, we are now informed that these 
:sheets, perf. and imperf., will be available for 
franking purp.oses. 

EXCHANGE WANTED 
A collector in Sweden, who has just seen 

a copy of the "S.A. Philatelist", calls it 
"indeed an interesting paper" and has sent 
along a two-year subscription. He describes 
himself as a very keen collector of stamps 
from Southern Africa and wishes to get in 
touch with a collector here. He can exchangt 
European ( especially Scandinavian) stamps 
for those of Southern Africa. He is Mr. 
C. F. Hegardt, of Gimlevagen 7, Djursholm 2, 
Sweden. 

GERMANY 
Pity the poor collector of present-day Ger

man stamps, for the spate of issues still con
tinues! 

"Philatelie Equator" reports that the Soviet 
Occupation Zone overprint appeared in Octo
ber on 16 values of stamps ·showing various 
portraits; also on 7 values of "Berlin Bears" 
and on 5 of the numerals issue. 

In the French Zone there has been an "Op
pauer" issue of 4 semi-postals. 

A special cancellation ha·s been used in the 
Western Sectors of Berlin honouring the 100th 
day of the Air Lift. 

TWO MYSTERY MARKS 
These were figured on p. 167 of our October 

issue. Mr. J. J. Plows reports that the small 
oval barred mark with what looks like a letter 
T, is from a seal formerly used for sealing 
mailbags. 

In connection with the large circular mark, 
Mr. S. C. Chandler recalls that the early con
tingent of South African forces to go to East 
Africa was known as the Mobile Field Force 
(later to become the First Division), and that 
the letters U.M.F.F./U.M.V.M. therefore 
probably stand for "Union Mobile Field 
Force/Unie Mobil Veld Maagte." This is 
practically certain, and similar lettering 
(M.F.F. and U.V.M.) is to be found in Army 
Censor's marks, but it still does not clear up 
whether the mark was a censor's one or the 
cachet of some military department or unit. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
The pO'stal administration sends a special 

envelope with 3 stamps (1.50, 2 and 5 Kcs) in 
honour of the new constitution proclaimed on 
9th May, 1948. All the stamps bear the head 
of the new President, and were actually billed 
for issue on Independence Day (28 October) 
but they must have appeared earlier as they 
reached here before that date. 

BRAZIL 

Dr. M. de Sanctis reports the issue of' 
29th July of a Cr. 5.00 Stamp, honourin 
the 3rd. centenary ·of the founding of V 
city of Paranagua, and on 1st August o[ 
Cr. 0.40, commemorative for the N atif 
Children's Campaign. \ 

Also, on 13th August, of a Cr. 1.20 s~;-,, 
in honour of the centenary of the Nati\ 
School of Music. 

AUSTRALIA \ 
An Australian National Philatelic Exhibi-"" 

tion has been decided upon1 to be held in 
Melbourne in September, 1950. Competitive 
entries will probably be limited to Austra
lasia. Mr. J. R. W. Purves is president o:r 
the Exhibition Executive Council. General 
enquirie·s should be addressed to Mr. A. W. 
Bunn, 67 Victoria Street, Footscray W. 11, 
Victoria. 
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NY ASALAND AIR POSTAL HISTORY 
Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey sends the following 

notes, supplied to him by Mr. C. D. Twynam, 
Nyasaland, as supplementary to his article 
on page 134 of our August issue: 

15th January, 1945-Civilian Air Letters: 
The imported grey Colonial type of form was 
soon exhausted, so orders were placed with 
the Government Printer, Zomba, to supp-ly 
temporary needs. These forms are distinctive, 
being printed in black on white paper. The 
first printing bears the number 1599 in the 
lower left corner, and the second (6th March, 
H)45) "1712-S.87 ." The forms were sold at 
four for a penny. 

17th September, 1946-Blantyre-Lilongwe-
Ft. Jameson: Airmail Service reopened by 
Central African Ainvays, the successors to 
Southern Rhodesia Air Services. 

GREAT BRITAIN 
It has been officially stated that there is 

not· to be any stamp issue honouring the birth 
of Princess Elizabeth's son. 

The new .£1, of same size and design as 
the 10s., but of a warm brown colour, ap
peared on 1st October, when the Silver Wed
ding set was withdrawn. 

U.S.S.R. 
"Stamp Collecting" reports receipt of "23 

further Russian labels, only one of which, a 
60k with a view of the Kremlin, is a defi
nitive issue." The others deal with propa
ganda for this, that and the other. 

KENYA 

The Crown Agents have released new 
printings of the 1, 10 and 20 cents and of the 
ls., 3s., 5s. and 10s. values. There are some 
slight shade changes and the 5s. once more 
reverts to p.erf. 14i; it has been a most 
changeable value as regards perforations. 

PROTECTORATES' ISSUES 
The Silver Wedding stamps for Basutoland, 

Bechuanaland and Swaziland appeared on 
1st December and will be on sale for three 
months or until the supplies are exhausted. 
Donominations in each case are Hd. and 10s., 
and the common design is the portraits of 
Their Majesties as on the British £1 stamp. 
The Hd. 'measures 24 x 42 mm. and is perf. 
14 x 14?!, while the 10s. is 32 x 42 mm. and 
perf. lU x 10:i. A special c!Ommemorative 
envelope was on sale in all three Protector
ates on the day of issue of the stamps. 

QUITE NATURALLY 
Uncle Dick was seldom sick 
He never saw a doctor, 
He just lived on to ninety-three 
Doing his Philately. 

8Al\1 HALL 
(with apologies to Ining Berlin) 
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British En1pire 
Classic Issues. 
We specialise in these stamps and 
invite enquiries from collectors of 

BRITISH NORTH AMERICA 
CEYLON 

EARLY AFRICAN ·COLONIES 
INDIA 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
NEW ZEALAND 

TRANSVAAL 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Fine Material only at Reasonable Prices 

Geo. C. Ginn & Co. 
(Stamp Dealers since 1882) 

115 Moorgate, London, E.C.2, England 

For The 

FINEST 

STAMPS 
CLASSICS to NEW ISSUE 

Write for our Monthly List of Offers from 
one of the finest stocks in the country 
Superb early lmperforates to the latest 

Pictorials. 

Wants Lists of all countries receive 
prompt attention. 

H. E. WI NG FIELD. 

392 Strand, London, W.C.2. 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11 

THE GEN 
STAMP BOX 

(W. II. Winde) 

No. 8, LONDON CHAMBERS, 
(Above Messrs. Ward & Salmons) 

358, WEST STREET, DURBAN 
Phone 27790 Box 1091 

GIFTS FOR CHRISTMAS 
GIFT 1: 

Album, Tweezers, Magnifier, Hinges, 50 Mixed 
Stamps - - 10/6 • 

GIFT 2: 
Large Album, Tweezers, Magnifier, Hinges, 

100 Mixed Stamps - - 20/-

GIFT 3: 

Good Album, 1949 G.VI Catalogue, Tweezers, 
Magnifier, Hinges, Per£. Gauge, 200 Mixed 

Stamps - - 52/6 

CATALOGUES: 
Foreign Countries, 17 /6 - Reliant B.E.., 6/6 

Stanley Gibbons 'G.VI, 4/9 
Stanley Gibbons United States, 4/9 

Stanley Gibbons Central America, 6/6 

!'.,1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 r. 

The First Book To Be Published On :
MEDICINE AND SCIENCE IN POSTAGE 

STAMPS, by W. J. Bishop, F.L.A., and 
N. M. Matheson, F.R.C.S. 

Prominent among the many stamps that to-day 
"praise famous men" are those devoted to those 
eminent in the fields of Medicine and Science. 
In these days of thematic collecting they con
stitute a group having a particular appeal to L 
the thousands of medical men and scientists who 
find interest in the cult of stamp collecting. 
Well illustrated, it contains a · comprehensive 
and alphabetical list of stamps, supplemente .;-~ 
by biographical and other notes. - ST A _ 1 , 

COLLECTING. ( / 
A fascinating and artistic portrait galleryl :, iR 

displayed before our eyes. A useful catalogue _ · is 
included of medical men and scientific portn ': ,it 
stamps which also contains the names of sorr~: 1e 
famous "truants" from medicine such ro ·-•.1 s 
Cheknov, Clemenceau, Sun Yat Sen and Schiller. - ; 
A most stimulating, lavishly illustrated book 
which is sure to meet with a cordial reception. ' 
-NINEQ'Y NINE "99." 

Cr. 8vo., pp. 82 (inc. 32 pp. illus. and index), 
price 7 /6 net. 

Harvey & Blythe, Ltd. 
6 HANOVER SQUARE, 

London, W.1 
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Union 3s. Booklets 
By Dr. ALEC. KAPLAN. 

(Paper given a Congress Award, Pretoria, 
October, 1948). 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,r.. 

The Government Printer is to be congratu
lated on his production of the 3s. booklets, 
which were released late in August. The 
booklets contain two small sheets :of six 
stamps each of the M., ld. and Hd· values; 
seven pages of advertisements and postal in
formation and one sheet of four Ail Mail 
Labels. The whole is enclosed in stiff covers, 
neatly stitched on the left. 

The front cover shows the Union Coat of 
Arms together with "Union of South Af.rica" / 
Unie van Suid-Afrika" and "Postage Stamps/ 
Posseels'' 3/-; above a trade advertisement. 

Each small sheet of six stamps shows pos
tal slogans in the margins above and below, 
with the side margins blank. Only six differ
ent slogans were used. These six slogans were 
arranged to cover 21 small sheets which made 
up the complete sheet for the cylinder print
ing .. 

As is well known a complete sheet of South 
African stamps consists of 240 stamps ar
range in 20 vertical rows of 12 stamps each 
horizontally. This size is the size required 
for the cylinders in rotogravure printing. In 
order to make boioklets, a binding margin is 
required for each block of six stamps, so 
that in the case of these booklets the sheet 
was spaced out as shown in diagram. 

It will be seen that the normal vertical 
rows of the sheet, Nos. 1, 5 and 9 and the 
horizontal rows Nos. 3, 6, 9, 12, 15 and 18 are 
left blank. This gives three small sheets in 
each two horizontal rows, and a total uf 21 
small sheets. 

The rotogravure method of printing used 
for our South African stamps is too well 
known to need recapitulation, but a short 
description of some of the essentials in print-

~

g bo:oklets will make the subject much 
cl arer. New cylinders, both Interior and Ex
te I ior were laid down in the normal man
ne1 • of 20 rows of 12 stamps each• The Car
bo7 n Positives were transferred to the 
cy;--linders, both Interior and Exterior on each 
o/f the three values M., ld., and Hd., a total 
'of six cylinders. 

The unwanted rows, namely, horizontal 
rows 3, 6, 9, 12, 15, and 18 and the vertical 
rows 1, 5, and 9 were painted over with 
bitumen and then the cylinders were etched. 
This left the rows named blank. 

Now the slogan were set up as shown in 
diagram. One posmve was made of the slo
gans and from these three Carbon Tissues 
were prepared, one for each value. 

Now the slogan Carbon Positives were ap
plied to each of the Exterior cylinders and 

the portions of the cylinders, which hact al
-ready been etched previously were now 
painted out with bitumen, and the cylinders 
again etched. This second etchingi now only 
brought out the slogans on the blank spaces 
left by the previous etching. 

The Interior cylinders, naturally, were only 
etched once. 

The cylinders were now complete and the 
cylinder numbers were: 

M. Interior 88 Exterior 81. 
ld. Interior 69 Exterior 89. 
Hd. Interior 64 Exterior 6920• 

The sheets were then printed, numbered in 
red and perforated in the usual way. All the 
sheet numbers are in red. 

The sheets were then stacked and cut as 
shown in diagram. After cutting the stamps, 
advertisements, air mail labels and covers, 
these were stitched into booklets. An attempt 
was made to keep all these small sheets in 
the correct order, namely, sheet 1 together 
(with the same slogan) on all three stamp 
values, and the same order of pages of advert
isement, etc. In this the Government Printer 
was only fairly successful as some booklets 
have appeared with mixed slogans on the 
small stamps sheets. 

I am reliably informed that 300,000 book
lets were ordered and that only a sufficient 
number of sheets were printed to cover that 
order. That being so, then 14,286 large 
sheets were prjnted and such sheets will not 
appear for sale, as has happened in the past. 
It is thus obvious that of the 21 small sheets 
only 14,286 sheets exist of each. Six slogans 
were used, which I shall number as follows: 

Slogan 1. Pack Parcels P.ropertly; Verpak 
Pakkies Behoorlik. 

Slogan 2. Registreer waardevolle Briewe; 
Register valuable Letters. 

Slogan 3. Post Early for Quick Delivery; 
Vroeg Gepos Beteken V:roeg Afgelewer. 

Slogan 4• Air (Emblem) Mail; The Quick-
est Mail. · 

Slogan 5. Lugpos (Emblem) Lugpos; Die 
Snelste Pos. 

Slogan 6. Address Letters Fully; Adresseer 
Briewe Volledig. 

To facilitate the description :of these small 
sheets I have numbered them horizontally, so 
that the first horizontal row of small sheets 
will be 1, 2, 3 and so on. 

It will be remembered that the first Verti
cal Row :of the larg~ sheet was eliminated; 
also that the first stamp in a large sheet of 
stamps is in English; hence the first stamp 
of the small sheet is in Afrikaans and all 
the other sheets correspond according:ly. 

South African stamps are perforated by a 
comb machine, which perforates 12 horizontal 
and 11 vertical rows in one operation. This 
leaves both vertical margins imperforate. 

The first row of stamps has been eliminated 
as the large sheet was cut through this row, 
hence in the small sheets of stamps all left 
margins are perforated through and only 
seven small sheets have the right margin im
perforate. 
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On each sheet of stamps there are two rows 
of horizontal p,erforations, showing the comb 
perforator junction. 

In the M. and ld. stamps, this perforation 
iunction appears above the top slogan of 
sheets, 1, 2, and 3 and in the centre row 
of small sheet 10, 11, and 12. 

In the Hd. stamp it appears under the 
top slogan of sheet 10, 11, and 12, and above 
the bottom slogan of sheet 19, 20 and 21. 

It must be remembered, however, that 
variations in these are possible, due to ad
justments of the machines during printing. 

We are now able to place these 21 small 
sheets in their correct order as they appear 
on the full sheet. It will be remembered that 
there are the following small sheets with 
their respective slogans: 

Sl!og-an 1. Small sheets Nos. 1, 15, 17, and 
19. Only Sheet 17 starts with an English 
stamp. Sheets 1, 15 and 19 start with an Af
rikaans stamp. Sheet 15 has the right im
p,erforate margin. It is necessary to differen
tiate between Sheets 1 and 19. 

Slogan 2. Sheets 2, 4, 18 and 20. Sheets 4 
and 18 start with an English stamp. Sheet 
4 has perforate right ma,rgin. Sheet 18 has 
imperforate right margin. Sheets 2 and 20 

Sheet 1. 
Stamp 2. Black line between Springbok's 

Horns. 
Stamp 3. Green dot on top of stamp. 

Tail of 'p' of 'verpak' broken. 

Stamp 2- Red dot top left margin. 
3 and 6 black line runs through both ver-

tically. 

Stamp 2. Green dot above. 
Stamp 4. Green blob above headgear. 
Sheets 2 and 20. 

Sheet 2. 
Stamp 1. Green spot between horns. 
Stamp 2. White line right bottom-
Stamp 3. Green spot right bottom margin. 

Stamp 2. Line to right of top pennant. 

Stamp 3. Green dot in margin below Ud. 

Sheets 3 and 21 

Sheet 3. 
Stamp 2. Green spot in right upper corne,r. 
Stamp 3. Break under 'E' of 'piosseel.' 

Stamp 3. Smudge in frame line above 'S' of 
'Suid.' 

ld. 

Hd. 

ld. 

Hd. 

ld. 

. Hd . 
Stamp 4. Green dot in upper right corne.r. 

commence with an Afrikaans stamp and must 
be differentiated. 

Slogan 3· Sheets 3, 5, 7 and 21. Only Sheet 
5 starts with an English stamp. Sheet 3, 7 
and 21 start with an Afrikaans stamp. Sheet 
7 has the right margin perforated. Sheets 
3 and 21 have the right margin imperforated 
and must be differentiated. 

Slogan 4. Sheets 6, 8 and 10. 
Slogan 4. Sheet 8 starts with an Afrikaans 

stamp. Sheet 6 starts with an· English stamp 
and has imperforate right margin. Sheet 10 
starts with an English stamp and has per
forated right margin. 

Slogan 5. Sheets 9, 11 and 13. Sheet 11 
starts with an English stamp. Sheet 9 starts 
with an Afrikaans stamp and has imperfor
a te right margin. Sheet 13 starts with an 
Afrikaans stamp and has perforated right 
ma:rgin. 

Slogan 6. Sheets 12, 14 and 16, Sheet 14 
starts with an Afrikaans stamp,. Sheet 12 
starts with an English stamp and has im
perforate right margin. Sheet 16 starts with 
an English stamp and has perforated right 
margin. 

Now for the differentiation between Sheets 
1 and 19; 2 and 20; and 3 and 21. 
Sheets 1 and 19 

Sheet 19. 
Stamp 6. Green dot under 'A' of 'Postage.' 

Red dot over 'Y' of 'properly.' 

Stamp 1. Green dot over last 'A' of 'Afrika.' 
Perforation junction below stamps 4, 5, 6. 

Sheet 20. 
Stamp 6. Green dots right bottom corner. 

Stamp 1. Red dot in 'U' of 'Suid.' 

Green dot to right of headg:€ar. 
Perforation junction below stamps 4, 5, 6 

Sheet 21. 
Stamp 2. Large green dot in top margin. 
Stamp 6. Green spot above 'i' of 'Africa.' 

Stamps 5 and 6. Break in plate running diag
onally through both stamps. 

Stamp 6. Small green dot in right margin. 
Perforation junction below stamps 4, 5, 6. 
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It will be seen that it is a relatively simple 
matter to plate these sheets. 

Although only one set of cylinders was 
used, the printing was spread over several 
days. Fresh ink was made up p,eriodically 
and hence differences in shades can be found. 

In conclusion I wish to place on .record the 
great assistance given to me by Mr. M. F. 
Swanepoel, the Post Office Publicity Officer, 
~ho spa~ed no effort in helping to obtain 
mformat10n and details. The gratitude of all 
serious philatelists is due to him. 

:_111111111111111111,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,., 

I REVIEWS AND NOTICES I 
; •••••••• ,,,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Antarctio Posts, ?Y Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie, 
F.R.P.S.L. Published by Stamp Collecting 
Ltd-, 27 Maiden Lane, Strand London' 
W.C.2. Price 7s. 6d. 8vo. p.p. 71. Card 
Covers. 

A fascinating booklet breathing the air of 
romance and adventure, recalling to mind 
such famous explorers as Sir Ernest Shackle
ton, Capt. R. F .. Scott, Sir Douglas Mawson 
and Rear Admiral Byrd, Dr. Pirie has 
tre_ated his subject both historically and phila
teh_cally and has made this little book inter
es~rng to stamp collectors and non-collectors 
alike. The cumbersome and dull chronological 
sequence has been ~ropped with advantage 
and the author has mtroduced a novel sys
tem "'."hereby he takes one on a circular geo
graphical t'Our round the South Polar regions. 

An account is given of all the famous ex
pedi~ions to t_he~e regions, together with a 
detailed description of the postal services 
available- He is not satisfied with the Antarc
tic regions only, but includes the sub-Antarc
tic regions, such as Tristan, Bouvet, Ker
-guelen, Auckland, and the Falkland Island 
Dependencies. These serve to round up in de
tail the full history of man's attempts to con
quer the Southern cold areas. 

Dr. Pirie claims that the Antarctic Posts 
rank as full postal services and not as Local 
Posts. He has stated his case fairly and con
vincingly. In all, great praise is due to the 
author for a very well written book. To the 
philatelist the field has been covered in g-reat 
detail and a mass of new information is in
cluded. T:o non-stamp collectors, the book is 
a very interesting summarised account of the 
history of the Antarctic and sub-Antarctic 
exploration. 

The booklet is produced on a very good art 
paper, the illustrations are well chosen and 
excellently reproduced. The price of the book
let is 7s. 6d., although it is not mentioned 
on the cover, and every collector should have 
a copy on his shelves. 

ALEC KAPLAN. 
Danish Exchange Clubs. We have received 

copies of two publications concerning Ex
change Clubs with headquarters in Denmark. 
One, the "Guldbord Gazette," of St. Strand-

straede 4, Copenhagen K-, is entirely in Eng
Jish. The other, the ''D.F.C. Tidende,"· Box 
240, Aarhus, is partly in English, but mainly 
in Danish. 

Avian Constellation, of 18 Rue Wurtz, 
Paris XIII, is a good monthly review, in 
French, of Aerophilately in all its aspects. 
The St. Lucia Philatelist No. 1, 1948. Pub-

lished by Messrs. Robson Lowe, Ltd., for 
the St. Lucia Philatelic S:ociety. Price 2s., 
postage 3d. extra. 
This is an excellent production which 

should be in the hands of all West Indies col
lectors. Numbers are to be published annually 
and, in time, they will constitute a complete 
handhook on the postal history and stamps of 
St. Lucia. The first number has a most read
able selection of articles, some dealing with 
early aspects, some with quite modern fea
tures. 

Philat.elfo Press Notes. Messrs. Whitfield 
King and Co. have submitted a first edition 
of these, which are essentially notes on new 
issues, etc., such as appear at the beginning 
of their monthly "Bulletin." 

Stanley Gibbons~ Ca.talogue 1949, Part IV. 
Central America. Price 5s. 
This is a further part of the "Foreign" 

Gibbons', now split up into various parts. It 
includes Mexico with all its sub-sections and 
the various small Central America republics, 
also the Cuban and Dominican Republics and 
Hayti in the West Indies. Cuba and Porto 
Rico as Spanish colonies are not included, 
whilst Porto Rico and the Panama Canal 
Zone were dealt with in Part III as U.S.A. 
Possessions. 

The volume runs to 190 pages; the illus
trations have, as a new feature, been reduced 
to three-quarters natural size, enabling a 
larger number to be given, but illustrations 
of watermarks and overprints have not been 
reduced in size. 

Prices have been revised and appear to re
flect present market quotations reasonably 
well. 

(Concluded from page 220) 

The Xovember meeting livened up a bit and apart 
from a general discussion on matters philatelic a 
'quiz' was held when each member brought six ques
tions for submission to the others present and proved 
a very popular feature. This quiz showed up the fact 
that Grahamstown has provided not less than two de
~ig-ners of postage stamps in the past, a fact of which 
very few of us wer~ aware. 

Om• secretary, l\lr. 0. Turner, who has very ably 
carried out his duties since last May, has had to re
sign owing to removal to East London, and he goes 
with our very good wishes and thanks. His place will 
be filled, pro tern, by the writer of these note~ .. 

l\lr. Peter Dunkin and l\lr. .T. V. Jensen, from 
East London, will be visiting us in December and vdll 
display their collections of Rhodesia and Denmark re
spectively. \Ve look forward to their visit with much 
keenness. 

Philatelists passing through or visiting Grahams
town during the holidays, or at any other time for that 
matter, are heartily invited to contact our President 
at 6a Dundas Street, or the Secretary, at 8 Mutual 
Buildings, when they will be assured of a hearty 
welcome. s.c.c. 
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As Mr. Hunt, of Johannesburg, 

says, we might also be able to help 

YOU with something in: 

·POLA,ND, CROATIA, TRIESTE,. 
ITiALY, ITAUA1N COLONl1ES, 
JUGOSLAVIA, VATl(A,N, 

Etc., Etc. 

Want Lists and enquiries welcomed. 

JIM DAVIS LTD. 
B.P.A. P.T.S. 

40 WEST HILL, WEMBLEY PARK, 
MIDDLESEX, ENGLAND. 

"THE DIRECT IMPORTERS" 

The Dawn of S. African Philately I 

Cape of Good Hope 
1853-1863/4 

,r I specialise in these ever-popular 
TRIANGULARS, and can always be re
lied upon for out-of-the ordinary pieces 
as well as the normal items. 

,r Choice mint and used singles, pairs, 
blocks, covers, scarce postmarks, proofs, 
etc., all reasonably priced, sent on ap
proval against British references. 

,r Also G. Britain, 1840-1940, early 
B.N. America, Pence Ceylon, Mauritius, 
N.S. Wales, N. Zealand and various 

1 W. Indies. 

"Every Stamp an Investment" 

H. WELLESLEY ASHE, 
B.P.A. 

17, Eastcote Road, Pinner, 
Middlesex England 

IF you are a beginner-
IF you are a general collector

IF you are a specialist-

"THE 

PHILATELIC 
MAGAZINE" 

can always offer you a feature of 
interest. Every issue contains one 
specialised article, several pages 
of easy reading, and a fully illus
trated New Issue Chronicle listing 
the latest stamps from all over 

the world. 

Subscription I 0/- per annum 
from 

Harris Publications Ltd. 
Members B.P.A., P.T.S. (London), C.S.N.T.P. 

(Paris) 

455 STRAND LONDON W.C.2 
Soitth African Representative : 

R. OSBORNE, 
P.O. Box 6710, Johannesburg. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
"Silver W eddings."-Messrs. Stanley Gib

bons are :suggesting that the Royal Philatelic 
Society should strike a further blow .against 
unnecessary Colonial high values by announ
cing publicly that in any exhibition / spon
sored by them (when "completeness" is usu
ally one of the factors taken into account in 
judging) the absence of the Colonial Silver 
Wedding high values ( and any others which 
might be specified from time to time) would 
not count against the exhibitor. 

The firm, although accepting. orders at the 
moment for these stamps, have announced 
that they will not keep stocks of them, nor 
will they be buyers of them in the future. 
We understand a similar policy is being 
adopted. by many dealers. 

Kenya.-"Gibbons' Stamp Monthly" reports 
that the le and 20c have appeared with new 
centreplate 7 A. The ls. latest printing has 
lo:st its warm brown shade and the 3s. is in 
a, lighter blue. The 5s. is back to line-perf. 
14. 

Swaziland.-Fresh printings of the ~d., Hd., 
4d., 6d. and ls. were released at the Crown 
Agents on 19th August .. The new H'd. is of 
a deeper shade; the 6d. is much different fr.om 
the October 194 7 release which was midway 
between bright purple and magenta. It is 
now a very bright magenta with a little more 
blue than the original magenta shade; the 
ls. is slightly deeper than before. 
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~fhe Status of the Mafeking Siege Stamps 
FACTS ABOUT A FASCINATING AND CLASSIC ISSUE 

By Dr. K . FREUND 

(No. VII-Continued from page 197) 

3. THE BICYCLE MESSENGERS OF THE 
"OUTPOST" SERVICE 

Once the men had moved into their various 
posts, an early change and relief from their 
assignments was not practical for many rea
sons. There they had to stay on and were 
cut off from the outside world to a still 
greater degree than the rest of the be
leaguered population (see Mr. C. J. Weir's 
interesting description of his "7 long, weary 
months" in a Fort, told in his excellent 
"Diary of the Siege," Edinburgh, 1901). 

Regular dis1mtches and instructions had to 
be sent to the men in the outposts. They 

with their beloved ones "out on the front". 
Very severe and strict regulations for bade 
any unauthorised leaving of town and any 
'Uisit to the outposts. Only in very special 
cases, special permits were granted. 

The introduction of a local post was there
fore the only logical solution and a genuine 
necessity. 

The delivery of mail to and from the (?ut
posts was done in the evening and at mght 
by a corps of Cadets. This . corps was or
ganised by Lord ~dward CEc1l to _take over 
miscellaneous duties so as to relieve more 
men for more dangerous duties. Here is 

Fig. 7. The Siege Po.~t Office in a Dur,-011t. In front , the ciYil postmaster, l\lr. J. V. 
Howat, and a postman of the Bicycle Cadet Corps. 

1 
also required inf ormat-ion about the war 
happenings in general and about the moves 
of the Boers outside in the cordon in par
ticular. Last, but not least, in order to 
keep up their morale, they had to receive 
regular communications from their town folk. 
The more so, as the people in town were in 
no less danger than they themselves, the 
town being for most of the time under a 
constant rain of shelling and bombing. 

.The town people on their part, as one 
might expect, wanted to be in constant touch 

an account by Maj. F. D. Baillie. given in 
his "Diary of the Siege" (Westminster, 1900), 
about this messenger corps: 

"The Cadet corps have been lately doing 
their messages on donkeys captured from the 
Boers. Like the other mounted corps, how
ever, their ranks are gradually being depleted 
for the soup kitchen. The corps is formed 
of all the boys in Mafeking, ranging from 
nine years upwards. It does all the foot 
orderly work, thereby sparing several more 
men for the trenches, and is dressed in ·khaki 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

216 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. December, 1948. 

wit_h "smasher" hats and a yellow puggaree. 
It is commanded by a youth, Sergeant-Major 
Goodyear, the son of Captain Goodyear who 
was w~unded in the brickfields, and is di~ectly 
supervised by Lord Edwal·d Cecil. It drilis 
regularly, and the boys are wonderfully 
smart." · 

From this account we learn that the Cadets 
originally did their messenger service on 
donkeys, h~t t~at these animals disappeared 
gradually m kitchen and ration pots. The 
boy~ had therefol·e to look for something less 
perishable and less liable to attract epicurian 
demands. They agreed on bicycles to carrv 
them on their "beats" to the forts and out
posts. 

The charg.e per letter per ½ oz. was 3d. 
The revenue derived from this postage served 
to pay for the upkeep. of the donkeys and their 
foo?, late~ on for the purchase of bicycles, 
t?eir repairs, and for other running expenses, 
hke boxes, bags, etc. 

The people certainly did not mind spending 
3d .. per l_etter ~or the privilege of communi
catmg with their men-folk in the outposts. 

One m~st _know that the authorities actu
ally had m ,view at first to leave the financial 
management of the local nost altiogether in 
!he hands o! _the cadets themselves, thus leav
mg the official funds untouched in this re
gard. The original idea was that the cadets 
shou_ld callee~ a co.,sh fee for every letter 
ca!ried. This scheme was, in fact, given a 
brief try-out, but it proved to be no success. 
T~e boys, practically all of whom were of 
mmor age, turned out to be unreliable with 
~·egard to accurate accounting and we-re also 
m most c~ses short qf ready change. The 
l_ocal service was therefore fully absurbed 
mto the general postal system as far as the 
financial side was concerned and in particular 
t~e. special postage stamps were put at the 
disposal of this service, too. 

4. THE LETTER-Vi'RITING MAFEKlNG 
PEOPLE 

The p,eople in Mafeking certainly did not 
mip1 spending threepence per letter for the 
privilege of communicating with their men
folk in the outposts. One is someho,v reminded 
of recent times _when air-~chools were set up 
at the boundaries of var10us £outh African 
~owns durii:g World War II: In order to get 
rn touch with one of the chaps stationed at 
such an air-school, the same fee of 3d. was 
required, in this case-to be sure-for a 11.hone 
call. 

Of course there were no such general phone 
facilities in Maf eking during the siege, and a 
3d. letter, arriving in the evening for the out
post-men, or at 9 a.m. in the morning for the 
town people, had to do in each case. 

It cannot be emphasised enough, however, 
that in the case of the Mafeking people the 
problem of communication was made singu
larly acute through the resrrtctions of the 
special pernnit system, mentioned above. A n11 
visit to, or leave /rum, the outpost zones u-as 
in principle strictly forbidden. The main con
sideration was that· to let the public move 

about freely in the dangerous zones of the 
outskirts would have meant certain death for 
all of. them from the ever alert enemy guns 
and rifles. Thus, the inhabitants and their 
men "on the front" were simply left with no 
other alternative but to indulge in busy let
ter-writing. 

The large majority of them did so with 
no ulterior motive ( philatelic or otherwise). 
They really felt like writing to -each other. 
The contents of their letters may have been 
:only everyday-life matters, seemingly unin1-
portant to anyone else, but with every new 
dawn they were pleased to be "still alive and 
kicking" and felt the urge to express these 
feelings in their letters to each other. They 
were separated from their beloved ones, but 
still with them thanks to the mail service. It 
was this spirit ·which kept up their 1norale 
and helped them t-o win through gloriously 
against heavy odds. 

One can safely assume that there may have 
been a budding stamp collector here or there, 
taking advantage of the postal facilities in 
order to acquire a souvenir in the form of the 
novel stamps. What :of it? Proportionally, 
they were far less in numbers than the large 
army of "new issue" and "special cancella
tion" addicts of our times. 

The malpractice of these few philatelic en
thusiasts could not, in any way, detract from 
the fact that the local service as such was 
absolutely necessary, as we have seen in de
tail, and that most of the mail matter was 
genuine and sincere. 

5. THE "IN TOWN" SERVICE 
This branch of the local post operated in 

the built-up town area itself. It was only of 
minor importance and its mail was less cop
icus than the '"Outpost" mail. Actually, it 
owed its existence mainly to the fact that 
facilities were in any case provided by the 
establishment of the main local ("Outpost") 
service. 

Still, there was a certain demand for such 
a service, too, owing to the extra!ordinary 
circumstances created by the heavy bombing 
and shelling which went on with little respite. 
The Boers were able to bombard Mafoking 
with their heavy guns at "point blank" 
ranges and to bring their trenches within 
rifle range of the town, so that they could 
shoot up the streets. The inhabitants were 
therefore obliged to live in "dug-outs" or 
''bomb-proofs," as they were called. Even the 
Post Office had to be transferred into a dug
out, as the photograph (fig. 7) shows. How 
crippling such shelter-life can be with ,re
gard to daily routine, can easily be appreci
ated by those who have lived similarly in shel
ters during the "blitz" period of more re
cent times. The only difference was that in 
Mafeking the "all-clear'" (sounded by a big 
horn on the market place) was often pain
fully missed for considerable periods. 

The people who were thus handicapped 
found it most convenient to have the cadet 
corps service at their disposal to do some 
errands for them and deliver messages. Pil-
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Jar and Wall letter boxes were conveniently 
placed at various places throughout the town 
( see Notice of 22nd March, 1900, cited in the 
July number, p. 120), so that posting facili
ties were within easy and quick reacn of 
everyone. 

The handling of the "in town'' mail was re
served for the smaller of the boys who, as 
Capt. H. Gr(?ener once put it, "could never 
be kept underground for long, anyway." 

The charge per message resp. letter was 
ld. per i :oz. which was well worth it and 
which princely fee one would not dare to of
f er a native boy nowadays for a similar ser
vice. 1 :, 

The ld. charge provided additional funds 
for the upkeep :of the boys' corps, whose main 
job, it must not be forgotten, wa~ actuallr, 
the more important and urgent 'OU\tpost 
service. 

(To be continued) 

* 
CORRESPONDENCE 

WHY THE ''HYPHENATE" OR THE "D"? 
I much appreciate your courtesy in pub

lishing my previous letter in extenso. 
One of the labours of Hercules was to 

cleanse the Augean stables: I am trying to 
get rid of matter in the wrong place, and I 
deem it unfortunate that you hesitate t-o par
ticipate in my crusade against what I con
sider an impropriety, and you enunciate sev
eral queries which necessitate that I elaborate 
my thesis. 

Tastes differ, and I may be somewhat ob
stinate, but that word UNHYPHENATED 
irritates me when I see it in print, and I 
consider ANHYPHENATE (pronounced an
hi-fen-at) much more euphonious. Also it is 
a syllable shorter, and if the final d is elimi
nated the compositor has less types to set to 
compensate. 

As regards imperf orate, I thought that 
,vord illustrated the idea I wish to promul
gate. Acct>rding to the dictionary a verb is 
a word which designates being, doing, or be
ing acted up-011. That implicates action and, 
while perforatei entails something doing, as 
soon as we use the negative, action ceases. 
Therefore, as there can be no verb to imper/
orate, there is no past participle imper/or
ated. 

Dispersing a valuable 

BRITISII 

I admit there is a tendency when fabricat
ing a new word to choose what slips easily 
over the tongue, but that principle must not 
predominate. If we philatelists wish to origi
nate a word to be incorporated in our "il
logical" language I asseverate that it should 
be effectuated in accordance with the laws 
elaborated to regulate our etymology. Surely 
vou would not advocate a deliberate breach 
of those rules. 

In conclusion may I remark that no dic
tionary I have investigated did I ever find to 
be immaculate ( even lexicographers are occa
sionally inaccurate), and the last place on 
earth from which to expect perfect English 
is the U .S.A.-judging by some of the films 
and so-called comics ( ! ) emanating from that 
happy land. J. J. PLOWS. 

Sir,-Mr. Plows' letter :on the term 'un
hyp,henated" raises a point of language de
tail rather than of philately. Let us, however, 
go to the root of the matter. The simple and 
straight phrases "with hyphen" and "without 
hyphen" serve us better to describe the stamp 
varieties than the terms which irk him. Let 
us therefore use these phrases and avoid all 
difficulty-besides running more closely true 
to the g,enius of our language. 

Really, there is no need to use the term 
''hyphenate" or its derivatives or privative or 
the privative's derivatives. They are all 
clumsy and long substitutes for clear and 
simple phrases. 

"Hyphenated" can hardly rank as a s:ole
cism, since it is the past participle of the 
verb "to hyphenate," in normal use as an 
adjective. The word itself and its participle 
are recorded in dictionaries from a fairly 
early date: \Vebster has had them since 1890. 
The term is so completely naturalized in our 
tongue that the use of the native English 
prefixes and suffixes :on it, as in "unhyphen
ated," will hardly strike anyone save a Greek 
scholar as other than proper. 

In cold fact, is there really any basis of 
fact for the claim that we are supposed to 
use prefixes from the same language as that 
from which the ro:ot-word comes? That idea 
has been widely spread-but isn't it a mere 
arbitrary invention of uninformed persons 
who knew little of the genius of our own 
language? 

STEPHEN G. RICH. 
(This corresp:ondence is now closed.-Ed.) 

collection of 

c~oLONIALS 
The 19th century portion at approximately one-third catalogue and the later issues 

one-half catalogue. 
Applicants for approvals will receive my personal and prompt attention. 

REFERENCES PLEASE. 

J. BIRD, 
116, HIGHLANDS HEATH, LONDON, S.W.15., GREAT BRITAIN. 
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REPLY PAID POSTCARDS 
The "Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly" has 

a short note on this little-known form or 
postal service. We had such cards in South 
Africa in several of its provinces when they 
were independent units, also in the very 
early days of Union, for inland, but not for 
foreign service. 

A number of countries still have them, fol:' 
both inland and foreign use, but they are 
not very much used and neither collectors 
nor postal officials are very familiar with 
them. 

When they go abroad from the country 
of issue and the reply is posted in the coun
try sent to, it is very liable to be marked 
"'I'" (for Tax, meaning postage not prepaid), 
but, of course, this is not collected on arrival 
in the country of issue. 

Another thing that has happened, e.g. in 
the case of a British Reply Paid Postcard 
sent to the West Indies, the reply half on 
arrival back in Britain has been offered by 
a dealer as an example of "British used 
abroad". In a sense, of course, it was, but 
not in the ordinary sense in which that term 
is used. 

ISRAEL 
The Department of Posts informs us that 

a series of 5 stamps ( 3, 5, 10, 20 and 65 
mils) was due to be :issued at the New Yeal:', 
26th September, and subsequent festivals 
during the month. They are all bicoloured, 
bear the emblem of a flying scroll of the 
period of the Kings of Judea. Underneath 
this is a streamer with the words "Joyous 
Festivals". 

U.S.A. WEEKLY ISSUES 
Latest arrivals, all 3c stamps, but in an 

assortment of colours, are: 25 Aug., Harlah 
F. Stone, Jurist; 30 Aug., Palomar Mountain 
Observatory; 7 Sept., Clara Barton, Founder 
of the American Red Cross; 9 Sept., Cen
tenial of the Poultry Industry (why, oh why_ 
was this not printed on laid paper?) ; 21 
Sept., Honouring Gold Star Mothers; 22 
Sept., Centenary of Fort Kearney, Nebraska, 
a stronghold on the Oregon trail; 4 Oct., 
Volunteer Firemen; 29 Oct., Juliette Gordon 
Low, founder of the U.S.A. Girl Scouts. 

Thanks to Mr. George H. Camp for first-day 
covers. 

TWO OUT-OF-THE-WAY UNION 
CANCELLATIONS 

1. Mr .. J. W. K. Schofield records on a 
2d. Postage Due Stamp a mark reading 
"Charge not collected/Fresh label required" 
in two lines 20 m.m. apart with a large 
cross connecting the opposite upper and lower 
ends of the two lines. 

Such a mark appears to be applied under 
the following circumstances: A letter is in
sufficiently paid, it has a postage due stamp 
or label put on at the post office for the 
amount due and a postman takes this with 

him on his rounds. If the letter is refused 
by the addressee or there is no one on the 
spot to pay him the amount due, he takes 
it back to the post office and the stamp is 
then cancelled with the mark described. 

Mr. Schofield has shown us such a cove:::
with two 2d. Postage Due stamps, one can
celled as described, the other with an ordi
nary handstamp cancellation. Apparently the 
letter was presented for acceptance a second 
time and the 2d. was then received by the 
postman. 

2. During 1941-47 Mr. A. H. Sydow has 
found a number of stamps (large and small 
war effort pictorials, Victory and Royal Visit 
issues) which had escaped cancellation by 
the old continuous type of machine canceller, 
being hand stamped in Cape Town with an 
old Cape style barred oval mark with num
ber in a rectangle in the centre of the oval. 
The number in this instance was 1047, and it 
happens, curiously enough, that this mark 
was illustrated in our Vol. 16, 1940, p. 101. 

H. R. HARMER, LTD. 
The Bond Street Auction Season of 1947-

48 closed recently, but the coming season 
started again on 13th September. 

The season just finished almost maintained 
the record breaking figure of the previous 
year and fully ,one-quarter of the sums re
alised went to overseas clients. In spite of 
everything there seems, therefore, to be little 
slackening of interest in philately. 

Latest information is that the new season 
has opened in great strength. 

HUNGARY 
The postal authorities inform us that they 

were issuing in the middle of September an 
airmail set of ten stamps (1-40 filler), eacl1 
one featuring a world-famous writer. Those 
so honoured are Shakespeare. Voltaire, 
Goethe, Byron, Hugo, Poe, Mark Twain, Tol
stoi, Gorki and one Hungarian, the poet Sa~
doi Pet6fi. About the same time there will 
appear a 3 + 18 f. stamp, the surtax going 
towards the reconstruction of the Budapest 
Chain-bridge. 

On 17th October two 30f. commemoratives 
appeared, one for "Stamo Day," the other for 
the 17th Trade Union Congress. 

BRITISH COLONIALS 
Singapore.-A new heading for our albums. 

Stamps were issued on 1st September, the 
type being exactly that of the original M~]a
yan stamps of K.G. VI, but with the wordmg 
at the bottom "Singapore." 

AscensJon and St. Helena.-New colours in 
preparation, ld. black and green; Hd., black 
amf claret; 2d. black and red. In the case of 
Ascension this is a reversion to the original 
colours, but the design will be that of the 
current 6d. 
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SOCIETY NEWS I 
·······•- ....... 

EAST LO~DO~ PHILA'l'ELIC SOCIETY 

President, ~!rs. R. Alabaster; Hon. Sec.-Treas., 
Mr. E. H. Williams, l'. 0. llox 198, East London; 
Meetings, 2nd I<~ridays, Colosseum Theatre Tea Hoom 
(upstairs) . 

September. A good gathering and marked by the 
long awaited distribution of plaques gained at the 
National Exhibition. Top of the list with no less 
than five plaques was our own l\Ir .. C. H. Thornton. 
Congratulations to all those ,vho are now in proud 
possession of their trophies which are of a fine 
standard and well worth holding. The distribution 
took up most of the evening, but did not detract 
the attention of all present from the fine 01splay 
given by Mr. Kruger who displayed George VI 
complete to date with the exception of three items 
over a range of 45 countries. A fine effort and a 
real pleasure to view. 

October. Inclement weather had the better of 
many members and the gathering was small but en
tlrnsiastic, so much so that members looked for 
another quiz night. l\Iay our lot be good at the 
final in Pretoria ! 

Mr. L. Hillman displayed his collection of 
United States, Historical l\Iaps and cards. A col
lection that is really interesting from the point of 
view that it has taken three years to prepare with 
a multitude of information obtained from many and 
varied sources ,vith cuttings, maps, and pictures 
grouped with the various stamps depicting that 
item of history. The interest and pams taken by 
Mr. Hillman in buildng np hs collection is un
bounded and was well ri>warded by two speakers \vho 
were eulogistic in their comments. 

W.J,.G. 

* 
THE PRETORIA RAILWAY PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

President, Mr. L. L. Brown; Hon. Sec., Mr. W. 
Kriste; Meetings, Second ·wednesdays at 7.30 p.m, 
in the Berea Park Recreation Club. 

13th October. Visitors in l\ir. and Mrs. Devi,; 
from Durban and ~Iessrs. Com brink and Petroulis 
from Cape Town paid a Yery ,velcome visit, and 
Mr. Bevis sho,ved his collection of United States 
Commemoratives. Mr. Bevis was thanked hy the 
chairman for so kindly bringing along his collection 
all the way from Durban and giving the Pretoria 
Railwaymen a treat. 

Mr. W. Kriste read a paper on the postal his
tory of Rwaziland, from the nre-stamp l)eriod 
through various stnges such as tli'e "Condominium" 
period, the TransYaal period, the Inter-Provincial 
period, to the present day. One point of interest 
brought out was that during ,January, 1933, it was 
possible for stamps of seven countries to be cor
reetly used, viz., Cape, Natal, Free State, Tran,;
vaal, Griqualand \Vest, Union, and the new !::lwazi
land stamps. 
Two meetings were held during Novembi>r, the first 
on 10th November, when 1\Ir. A. T. Blick read a 
paper which started a full discussion between the mem
bers, the subject being "-The hin_ges and methods usi>d 
for mounting mint stamps." Mr. Blick is at present 
experimenting with hinges of Yarious shapes, with a 
view to reducing the area of the hinge affixed to thP 
stamp, thus reducing the likelihood of -damage to 
the gum or even to the stamp itself when removing old 
hinges. 

The second meeting was held on 24th November 
when Mrs. Butler read an extremely interesting papi>r 
entitled "Stamps worth fortunc>s" wherein she de
scribed and gave the history of ,;uch item,; as the 
Mauritius Post Office, the Cape triangulars and wood
blocks, the British Guiana 1c., and many o1lwr8 .. 
Mrs. Butler also showed her collection o1' "Oddi
ties and Rarities." As an f'Xtra treat, l\Ir. .T. \V. 
Hodgson, on a visit from Bloemfontf'in, tabled his 
zoologkal collPction f'JHl hi.s mf'thod of approach 
and mounting and writing up of thi,; snbjPct was a 
real eye-opener. The pappr and the two exhibits 
were thoroughly enjoyed by the mpmhi>rs. 

W. KRISTE. 

PORT ELIZABETH PIULATELIC SOCIETY 

President, l\Ir. G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. G. P. 
Smith, 13 Trafalga~ Square, Port Elizabeth; Meet
ings, 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in Room 3, City Hall 
Basement, at 7.45 p.m. 

On Tuesday, 19th October, at a large meeting, 
Dr. Harris showed some 80 pages of a very unique 
display. 

He called it "The Story Behind the Stamp." I.Jach 
stamp on display had to do with medical purposes, 
such as T. ll. hospitals, Red Cross, Nurses, blind, 
hospital ships and seience for hPaling. Dr. Harris 
gave a talk and mentioned each page in tun1, and 
stated that the main object was not the price or 
value of the stamp, but what it represented. He ha<l 
studied and read in detail, and had many books on 
most subject,;. !Dach stamp had its own significance, 
and he said that he had often given more than cata
logue price,; for certain stamps, for if one didn't 
huy at first opportunity, the opportunity might 
11e,·er arise again.. 

On di8play was a disinfected envelope usf>-d during 
the Great Plague. This e.nvelope had two slits m it, 
into which disinfectant had been sprayed. Dr. Har
ris stated it was of no use, and when asked why 
not, he explained that the plague was caught from 
vermin, not from germs carried in envelopes. 

One interesting page was from Russia, showing 
th(~ different medals given to women, who had 
large families. The more children, the better and 
bigger the medal. 

Dr. Harris al'>o related many personal stories 
be.hind the stamps, which unfortunately, c-annot 
be detailed. owing to shortage of space. l\Inch time 
and patience and study has been given to this 
wonderful rollection. 

\Vhen l\Ir. Forbes gave the Yote of than1rn, he 
said that it was one of the most interesting en,·en
ings the Society ha<l spent, and that Dr. Harris 
was a real philatelist, as he had studied in detail 
the objects of each individual stamp, whether a 
che.ap or expensive issue. 

l\Ir. G. K. Forbes was in the chair when the 
meeting opened on J 6th N oYemher 1948. This was 
members' night, when each member had to display 
three sheets, each ~beet to be well ,vritten np, or 
a. fine paid. 

'The first item was to elect the judges. ·The 
chosen ones were: :'\fr. Millard, l\lr. Bnllbri ng-, and 
l\Ir. van Dyker. These members did not take part 
in the display. The winners finally announced wPre: 
First, l\Ir. Ingram; second, l\Ir. \Vatson: third, Dr. 
Harri,;. l\Ir. ForbPS then infornwd the memhers that 
)fr. \Va tson harl kindly handed in his prize money 
to l>f' donated to the Red Cross. 

Three new members were accordi>d n cordial wel
come to the ~ociety from the President. Owing to 
the absence of Mr. Levey, Mr. Forbes then auctioned 
50 packets, which were quickly sold. The meeting 
dosed at H.30 p.m. 

L.E.C. 
,,.. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC , SOCIETY 
Pre-'lident, Mr. E. N. Rigg, Henoni: Hon. SP<'l'<'faTJf• 

Miss S. 0. Jeffrey, P.O Box 572. Benoni; Meetings, 
Regent Hotel, Benoni, 3rd Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

At the annual meeting of the above society, helcl 
on 21.9.48, the follo1\'ing officers wer1e elected: 
l\Ir. JD. N. Rigg, president: Mr. P. G. \ Wells, vice
president; Miss S. 0. Jeffrey, secretary/treasurer; 
)fr. II. Suklje, news editor; Mrs. .T. l\I. Wells, 
exchange superintendent ; committee, chairnrnn, vice
ehairman, secretary, l\Ir. \V. D. Gillmore and l\Irs. 
G. Wood. 

Thp C'Xhihit for 11w evening was New 7.t>aland, 
presented by Mrs . J . 2\1. \Vells . 

Owing to the Pretoria .festivities the Oc
tober monthly meeting wa,; postponed until the 26th. 
)Ir. :F-:. X. Rigg was in the chair, and there were 
lH members present. The exhibits for the evPning 
were : Canada by l\Ir. W. D. Gillmore, and ,Kyasa 
and George VI by l\Ir. J. Doylt>. . 

:\Ir. J. Shepherd, the Society's official delegate 
to Congress at Pretoria, gave members fl hrief re
port of proceedings there, and congratulnted Pre
toria Societ:v on the excellence of the organisation. 
He wns mu·ch impri>~sed hy the visits to the Jo
hannesburg Post Office, the l\Iint and the Govern
ment Printers. 

S.0.J. 
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CAPE TOWN PHILATJ~LIC SOCUJTY 
President, K. 1\1. Cameron; Ilon. Sec., S. Kagan

son, P.O Box 1973; .Meetings, 2pd and •1th Thurs
days, at Yorkshire Buildings, ::;trand Street, at 7.30 
p.m. 

23rd September. Once more our old frienct )fr. 
A. A. Jurgens favoured us with an exhibit, this 
time the Cape Historical Collection that ha:,, been 
otl'ered to the nation. Commencing with examples 
of "briefstok" cleft stick letters, tlle collection pro
ceeded to show original letters addressed to every 
Dutch Governor from 1652-1795. Then a complete 
collection of the Dutch official seals with the 1tl'tual 
signatures of the Governors. A section dealt with 
the establishment of the posts in the Cape and in
cluded i:he signature of the first Postmaster, .\.. 
B. Bergh, the first Commissioner, Van Oudtshoorn, 
and Acting Governor Rhenius, who signed the P .0. 
l'roclamat10n. V. 0. C. handstamps were there in 
profusion. The exhibit closed with the first British 
occupation 1795-1805 and second British occupation 
1806-1853. 

14th October. l\lr. I<J. C. Solomon, :M. P. C., gaYe 
us ,what must be the finest display of Queen's (i.e., 
Victoria) which the Society has had. The stamps 
exhibited ran right through the long .reign from 
A to Z and it is impossible to give any description 
in these short notes. They were all represented 
from the ten a penny to one or two real rarities. 

L.H.R. 

* 
PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY .. 

President, F. C. Ferguson; Hon. Sec., H. Ende
mann, l'.O. Box 61-1; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mondays, 
8 p.m., 1.'echnical College. 

'.rhe Society was too busy for some months with 
preparations for the Octouer Congress and Exhi
bition to send in the usual news about their meet
ings. Herewith is just a brief summary o'f theeir 
doings in recent months : 

5th July. A "Brains Trust" evening on questions 
set by Messrs. Dodd and Hawke. ,von by .\Ir. 
Wright. 

19th July. Paper and exhibit by l\Ir. Giovanetti 
on the issues of the 2nd Z. A. Republiek. 

3rd August. Talk and exhibit by l\,lr. Oppen
l1eim on the issues of K. G. VI. 

16th August. A forum talk on various subjects 
and an exhibit by Dr. Broughton of Ruancla-Urundi. 

6th September. Ladies' night, including a paper 
by Mrs. Butler on "Philatelettes" (Lady stan1p col
lector-Philatelists). 

20th September. Visit by members of the Phila
telic Section of the Johannesburg Jewish Guild, with 
exhibits by l\Iessrs. Isaacs, Joseph, Buchen, Glass
man and•Dr. Kaplan. 

4th October. Paper and exhibit by l\Ir. Ober
mayer on Orange I!'ree State issues. 

18th to 20th October. Congress and Exhibition. 

THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF RHODE::;ui. 
President, Mr. F. W. Porter; Hon. Secretary, 

Mr. G. C. Whitehead, P .0. Box 803, Bulawayo; 
Meetin{}8, 1st Wednesday in each month, at 8 p.m., 
in the Presbyterian Church· Hall, c/o Abercorn 
Street and Fifth Avenue, Bulawayo. 

Acting upon suggestions from members to brighten 
up proceedings at the monthly meetings, the com
mittee have decided to cut formal business to the 
absolute minimum, and to arrange for light refresh
ments to be served during the evening. 

The first of these "brighter" evenings took place 
at the 3rd November meeting, and it was g-ratifvini;: 
to notice that the attendance was slightly above 
average, though there is still room for improvement. 

Mr. Porter, our President and delegate to the 
recent Cong_ress, gave a report on the business of 
the Congress, and details of some of the exhibits. 
He also outlined briefly some of the points to be 
watched in connection with the organisation of a 
Congress and Exhibition-factors that will be most 
useful in view of the provisional arrangements made 
for the 1950 Congress to be held in Bulawayo in 
conjunction with the .Tnbilee celebrations. Mr. Por
ter was thanked for his report, and congratulated 
upon his award at the Pretoria Exhibition. 

The Review of Current Topics was agaiit well 
received, and as was hoped, provoked further dis
cussions amongst members. 

A selection of the stamps of the "C'nited States 
of America was displayed by Mr. Rendsburg.. Be
cause of the vast philatelic output of the U.S.A. 
only a small, but nevertheless a very representa
ti,·e display was 2:iven, ranging from the earliest to 
the current issues. A feature calling for particu
lar comment was the method of mounting adopted 
by l\Ir,. Rendsburg ; many stamps being mounted in 
cellophane pockets which facilitate their easy re
moval from the album page, but do not toucn the 
gum on mint stamps. 

After the exhibit, tea was served, and the rest 
of the evening was devoted to social matters and 
the exchange of stamps bet,veen members. 

.J.E.C. 

* 
THE JEWISH GUILD PHILATELIC SECTIOX 
Chairman, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, B . .Joseph, 

143 London House, Loveday Street, Johannesburg; 
Meetings, last Thursday, Jewish Guild Memorial 
Hall, Von Brandis Street. 

At the meeting held on 28th October, Mr. I. 
Isaacs sho,ved flown covers of Imperial Airways 
flights. 

The exhibit included the Christmas Flight of 1931 
from London to the Cape and several stages of the 
opening London-Cape Service of ,January, 1932. 
'.1'ransatlantic flights were also included. 

)Ir. L. Buchen spoke on the exhibit. 
I.I. 

)(,. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF JOHANNESBURG 
President, Mr. W. Redford; Hon. Sec., l\Ir. B. 

Glassman, P.O. Box 4967, Johannesburg; Meetings, 
2nd Tuesdays and -4.th Mondays, Public Library, 
7 .45 p.m. 

At the meeting held on 9th NoYember, :Mr. J. W. 
K. Schofield showed a portion of his collection of 
Capes. 

'l'he exhibit included a number of pre-stamp covers 
with the V. 0. C. letter stamp and a number of 
ship letters. 

There were several plate proofs of the Triangular 
and Rectangular stamps. 

Numerous mint triangulars were included with 
many large blocks. An outstanding item was a ulock 
of 4 of the Gs. rectangle, watermarked Crown C.A. 

There were numerous woodblocks in fine used 
condition and many on cover. There was also the 
woodblock error of colour ld. blue in fine used 
condition. 

In the rectangular stamps all shades were pres
ent and in the overprint stamps all the Yarieties 
were shown. 

Dr. Pirie spoke of the exhibit in very warm and 
complimentary terms. 

At the meeting held on 22nd November there 
were three exhibits by tyros, Le., members who had 
not exhibited at society meetings previously. 

Mr. Stern exhibited King George VI stamps of 
Africa south of the equator, excluding Union and 
S. W. A. Most of the stamps shown were in fine 
used condition. 

Mr. Basson showed Egypt and many rarities were 
included. 

::\fr. Bernard showed Union and the exhibit in
cluded numerous va-rieties. 

Mr. Bernard was awarded the first prize for his 
exhibit by vote of the committee. Dr. A. Kaplan 
spoke on the exhibits. I. I. 

* GRAHAl\ISTO\VN PHILATELIC SOCIETi 
President, Mr. Eric A. Carr; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

R. C. Chantler, P.O. Box mo; Meetings, 2nd Tues
days at 8 o'clock, 8a Dundas Street. 

No notes have been sent in for some time as there 
has been very little to report. 

Mr. Douglas Roth paid the Society a visit in Sep
tember but owing to the shortness of the notice only 
a few members were able to take advantage of his 
visit. It is understood that those who were present 
spent a very profitable and enjoyable evening. 

(Continued on page 213) 
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ilie passenffers 
a.re sleepiJlfl. .. 

IT is nearly three in the 
morning and pouring with rain. The signal 
along the line pierces the darkness, and the 
Patrolman knows that in a few minutes the 
night mail will be passing through. 

To him falls the task of keeping this 
stretch of line safe and clear. Yet he knows 
that when the night mail goes by, and his 
iamp blinks its greeting, the only answer 
will be a cheery wave from the train crew. 
They will know that all is well. 

The passengers are sleeping. None of 

them even knows of this Patrolman, and 

few are aware of the many others like him 

who keep their vigil day and night . . . who 

work while we sleep ... constantly and care

fully checking and testing equipment along 

the fourteen thousand miles of our Railwa°ys 

so that rail travel throughout our land will 

be continually maintained at the highest 

standards of safety_, comfort and reliability. 

SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS 
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► 
t To the Serious Collector • • • ► . 

All Philatelists may take an active part in the H. R. 
I 

HARMER Auctions no matter where they may live. 

For the London Sales, special lightweight catalogues are 

available for overseas distribution. The subscription 

is £1 per annum, including Lists of prices Realised, the 

same as for surface mail, with the addition of air-mail 

►I 

'1 
► 

Jl ;, ~~ :~1 
. u . , ikw 7ljtftN 

postage against which an advance deposit of £3 should be sent. New York Catalogues are sent 
free of charge by surface mail to all serious collectors. List of Prices Realised cost $5.00 for a 

year's subscription 

-- FORTHCOMING AUCTIONS 
in LONDON 

THE BOND STREET AUCTIONS 
JANUARY 10th 

The outstanding and highly 
specialised 

"T. E. VOWLES" 
collection of Newfoundland 

containing a fine range of Proofs, 
and many notable rarities. Included 
are the scarlet-vermilion "Pence" 
types complete; the rare 1861-62 ld. 
red-brown; sheets of other values; 
"Halifax" Air Stamp, a mint block 
of four with surcharges inverted; 
also a superb mint copy of the "De 
Pinedo" and "Columbia," etc., etc. 

Souvenir Catalogue 1/- each, List of 
Prices Realised 1/ - each. Post Free. 

• • • and those who 
wish to Sell 

The same in-cernational service is available 
to collectors who wish to sell their col
lections. The H. R. HARMER Auctions 
are the world's best medium for the sale 
of fine and rare stamps. More than 3000 
leading collectors are consistent buyers 
at our auctions in New York and London. 
Regular Auctions will now also be held 
by our recently opened branch in Sydney, 
N.S.W. Write to the addresses given 
below for full particulars of facilities, 
Commission Terms, Insurance arrange• 

ments, etc. 

H. R. HARMER 
I nternationa I 

H. R. .ARMER, LTD. 
39 /42 r ?W Bo!!d S~reet,. 

LONDON, W.I, ENGLAND 
r, 

CABLES :n ! 
--~·~ . 

" Phistamsel London "~ 

Stamp Auctioneers 
H. R. HARMER, I NC. 

32 East Fifty-Seventh Street, 
NEW YORK 22. U.S.A. 

CABLES 
"Harmersale, New York" 

IN ASSOCIATION WffH H. R. HARMER, AUSTRALIA PTY., LIMITED 
CASTLEREAGH HOUSE, 2B CASTLEREAGH STREET, SYDNEY, N.S.W. 

~ Published by the Philatelic Federation of Southern Africa. Sole Wholesale Distributors: Central News ~ Agency Ltd., Johannesburg. Printed by Magazine Press (Proprietary) Limited, !?a Harrison Street. 
J ohannesbu n:. 
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