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l½d. GREEN AND GOLD 
Colour. 

An interesting point has been raised in a 
letter received from Mr. R. A. Cooper about 
the correct designation of the central colour
ing of the Union Hd. mine dump stamp, both 
the former large stamp and the present small
er sized one. His letter is rather long to pub
lish in full, but his main contention is that 
the difference between the original "bright" 
gold stamp and the "dull" gold of the last 
printing of the large stamp and of the pre
sent small one is quantitative rather than 
qualitative. 

In support of his view he states that if the 
present stamp is rubbed firmly with some
thing smooth and hard, a shiny surface can 
be produced almost like that of the original 
bright gold stamps. This can be confirmed 
easily by anyone. He also states that exam
ination of a cut surface of the "dull" gold 
under a strong magnifying glass, or low 
power of a microscope, shows metallic flakes 
to be present. 

He suggested that chemical tests should be 
made to ascertain whether gold was present 
in the two varieties of colour, and in what 
proportions. A simpler method of getting at 
the truth seemed to be a request to the post
al authorities, and the following reply, dated 
20th December, 1941, has courteously been 
received from the Postmaster-General to an 
enquiry: 

"It is desired to advise you that the first 
issue of this denomination was printed with 
pure bronze ink, which consisted of varnish 
and bronze lining. Later a small proportion 
of orange pigment was added to improve the 
printing quality. 

"Since the outbreak of war, it has been im
possible to obtain bronze lining and the pro
portion of orange pigment has therefore been 
increased. This explains the dull appearance 
of the gold. 

"The next supply' of these stamps will con
tain no bronze whatsoever, but the colour 
will be a yellowish brown pigment. 

"The bronz,e lining is not pure gold. It 
may vary in composition according to the 
source of supply." 

Varieties ,of Large Stamps. 
Following are notes by Mr. S. C. W. 

Wareham on the large Hd.: 
In August, 1939, by way of ordinary sup

plies for Union Post Offices, 111,800 sheets 
of the Hd. value (gold and green) were print
ed, the cylinder being, int. No. 6,933 and ext. 
62-probably the originals. (Reference for 
the purpose of this note, Printing A). 

In February, 1940, we find that a small 
quantity (31,000 sheets) were printed from 
new cylinders, int. N c. 62 and ext. No. 15, 
which are known to have been also in gold 
and green. (Reference for the purpose of 
this note, Printing B). 

Between August and October, 1940, a fur
ther 344,900 sheets were printed from these 
same new cylinders (62 int. 15 ext.), but the 
colour was changed to what one can for com
parison conveniently call brown and green. 
(Reference for the purpose of this note 
Printing C). ' 

I wonder just how many "Union" collectors 
realise the significance of the foregoing data 
when considered as a whole and not as indivi
dual items. 

Let me elaborate. 
Printing A, the well known gold and green 

Hd. stamp of past years, was printed in 10 
r?ws of 6 stamps, had a perfectly plain mar
gm, and had three major defects: Broken 
Chimney ( Row 11, No. 6), Broken Frame 
(Row 13, No. 2), and Semaphore or Signal 
(Row 20, No. 2). 

Printing B was also printed in 10 rows of 
6 stamps in gold and green, but with 4 green 
arrows in the margin at the middle of all
four sides (in this manner conforming to the 
practice adopted in printing the ½d., ld., 2d., 
3d., 4d., 6. and 1/- values) and had one de
fect, a green verticle line (Row 3, No. 5). 

Printing C had the same forme, the same 
green arrows, the same defect in Row 3 No. 
5, but was printed in brown and green. ' 
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Of printing B ( the small issue in gold and 
green from the new cylinders), there exists 
only two complete sheets, one item of four 
arrow blocks and an item of a single arrow 
block, without doubt as rare items as one 
could imagine. 

It should be remembered by seekers· of these 
rare stamps, that there are only six items in 
each sheet which, when exhibited as single 
items, can be positively identified as being of 
the rare printing. They are: 

Stamps showing bright gold and green-
1. Green arrow in top margin. 
2. Green arrow in lower margin. 
3. Green arrow in left hand margin. 
4. Green arrow in right hand margin. 
5. Bottom left hand pair with margins 

showing absence of Semaphore or Signal. 
6. Row No. 5, No. 3, showing green line 

(must have margins to establish posi
tion). 

(Item 4 will show absence of Broken Chim
ney, Row 11, No. 6). 

Only 17 identifiable items of this printing 
are known at present to exist, including the 
12 contained in the two complete sheets. Can 
the reader find any others ? 

I am of opinion that used copies would be 
more rare than mint. 

Further remarks anent the above stamps are 
contained in "The South African Philatelist" 
of December, 1940, page 189. 

References:-The Govt. Printer's report in 
"The South African Philatelist" of June, 1939, 
September, 1940, and December, 1940. 

TRANSVAAL REMAINDERS AND 
REPRINTS. 

In a recent issue of the Philatelic Magazine 
the Rev. H. J. A. McKee defends the firm of 
Enschede against the accusation made by E. 
Tamsen in that magazine in 1934. On the face 
of it, it seems highly improbable that a firm 
of their reputation would stoop to the tricks 
of Otto with Transvaal stamps. They quite 
frankly admit selling remainders of the is
sues of 1885-1900 to a dealer in Paris, and it 
seems to be generally agreed that there are 
in existence many re11rints made from the 
same plates. The only inference possible seems 
fo be that surreptitious printings were made 
from the plates by some employee before the 
plates were destroyed. This is the view held 
by Messrs. Curle and Basden. 

There are also numerous forgeries of the 
V.R.I and E.R.I. overprints on these reprints. 
The most obvious difference between the orig
inals and the reprints is that the genuine 
stamps were perforated with a comb machine 
so that the lines of perforation never cross 
and the intersections are perfect; the rep1'ints 
were perforated with a single line machine 
and the lines of perforation often cut into 
each other at the intersection.:o. The difference 
may be noticeable on single stamps when the 
corner perf s are uneven, but it is most read
ily observed in blocks of four. 

N. RHODESIA. 

At a highly successful auction sale of Post
age Stamps held on 8th December, 1941, by 
the Copper belt Philatelic Society ( of Nkana) 
at Mr. \V. A. Odgers' residence, Kitwe, the 
sum of £69 16s. was raised for War funds. 
Sixty-nine lots of stamps were presented by 
the members of the Society and others inter
ested. Refreshments were given by Mrs. W. 
A. Odgers. 

The money has been divided between the 
"Bombed Babies of Britain" Fund and "Mrs. 
Churchill's Russian Red Cross" Fund. 

The Copperbelt Philatelic Society would like 
to express its appreciation to all those who 
supported this effort. 

IDAR. 
Scotia Monthly Journal reports a new 

stamp issuing territory, the Indian feudatory 
state of Ida1·

1 
or J dar as it is .spelt on the one 

and only stamp so far issued, a ~d. stamp 
with the portrait of the Maharajah Shree 
Himmat. 

1!]11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[!] 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal in particular and old South
ern Africans generally, wanted by: 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

.. Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch Belgian Danish,. Por
tuguese; .all issues up to 1933 (mclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Imperf orate Issues of all 
countries (both scarce and common). 
Cape pre-stamp covers. 

G. Carleton Jones, F.R.P.S.L., Box 
1167, Johannesburg. 

[El 11111111111111111111111111u.u1111111111111111111•111111111111111111111111111111111111111m 
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COLLAT~ERAL PLATE PRINTI,NG BY ,DE LA RUE AND 
COMPANY, LTD. OF THE UNION GEORGIAN STAM1PS 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, A.S.A.A., C.A.(S.A.), M.R.P.S.L. 

The Union Georgian stamps were issued in 
sheets each of which consisted of 240 stamps 
di;vided into four panes of 60. Each issue 
sheet contained 240 watermarks, one per 
stamp, of the familiar springbok head design, 
together with six pointers, viz.:- +. Four of 
these pointers appeared as follows per issue 
sheet:-One each in the NW, NE, SW and SE 
corners of each sheet obliquely above or be
low stamps No. 1-Pane 1, No. 6-Pane 2, No. 
55-Pane 3, and No. 60-Pane 4, respectively. 
The other two pointers appeared on the left 
and right ma.rgins,· · respectively, opposite the 
decorative pillars in the middle of the sheet 
between the upper and lower panes on the 
issue sheets of the ½d., ld., Hd., 2d., ls., ls. 
3d. and £1 denominations, and in similar posi
tions opposite the blank margins between panes 
on the issue sheets of the 2½d., 3d., 3M., 4d., 
6d., 2s. 6d., 5s., 10s. denominations. 

When the top margins of the sheets are 
widely trimmed two more watermarks are 
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<:.. IYO. ss- j). r<<:! 60 
_, 
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found thus:-A horizontal line about 7 mm. 
above the pointer in the NE corner of Group 
A, and another horizontal line about 7 mm. 
above the pointer in the NW corner of Group 
B as per my rough sketch hereunder. These 
two watermarked lines extend to the right and 
to the left, respectively, to the edges of the 
sheets. I own a NE corner of the Hd. de
nomination plate 1 with the watermark line 
extending to the right edge of the sheet, and 
a NW corner of the Hd. denomination plate 
2 with the watermark line extending to the 
left edge of the sheet. Incidentally it would 
thus seem that the two said watermark lines 
originally appeared as a whole line on a whole 
sheet which contained 480 springbok head 
watermarks and that 480 stamps were print
ed in two panels of 240 stamps each, ·one panel 
printed from Plate 1 and the other from Plate 
2. 

Examination of a large number of corner 
blocks of stamps with plate numbers attach-
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ed of all denominations, housed in Mr. L. 
Simenhoff's Union Collection and in my own 
Union Collection, revealed variations in the 
distances between the pointers and the near
est watermarks to the pointers, as 'well as 
variations in the locations on the sheets of 
the pointers. These will he observed from the 
sketch below. Eight different variations were 
discovered which are shown in two groups of 
four each, marked A and B. 

The late Fred Melville wrote:-"The paper
maker who produces stamp paper has to take 
elaborate precautions to secure the correct 
register when cutting up his reels into sheets, 
for if the paper be not correctly cut, exactly 
square and with the watermark devices pro
perly centred, the printed impression and the 
watermark device, instead of coinciding, get 
out of register. The paper-maker provides for 
this by pointing the paper in the watermark. 
If you examine a large sheet of stamp paper, 
composed of two or more panes, you will gen
erally find the pointers shaped like a cross + 
in the watermark, indicating the cutting. line, 
which shows where the guillotine is to descend 
to divide the paper at these 'points' into 
sheets." 

Thus the pointers found on the sheets of 
Union Georgian stamps were provided. for the 
purpose described by the late Fred Melville. 
From my sketch it is obvious that four sets 
of pointers were provided for vertical cut
ting of the sheets. Why four sets? Because 
the paper-makers' sheets were double the size 
of the printers' issue sheets. The former con
tained 480 watermarks and the latter 240 
watermarks. I have therefore divided the 
pointers into two groups. Group A for a 240 
set plate, .and Group B for a second 240 set 
plate for use side by side for sheets of 480 
stamps. 

The following summary sho'ws the alloca
tion of the eight types ABCD of Group A and 
EFGH of Group B found on the corner blocks 
of stamps with plate numbers attached, which 
I have examined anent the four lowest de
nominations. 

I am indebted to Mr. S. C. W. Wareham for 
kindly checking up all his control corners and 
for advising me that his findings agree exact
ly with my summaries, and for locating the 
no nick "G" corner asterisked in my sum
mary. 

The blanks opposite the first no nick will 
probably be found to be ABCD group, but I 
have not yet located such corners. 

Plate NW NE SW SE 
Value. No. Corner. Corner. Corner. Corner. 

!d. 1 E F G H 
2 B D 
3 A B C D 
4 E F G H 
5 A B C D 
6 E F G H 
7 E F G H 

ld. No Nick -
No Nick E 
One Nick A 
Two Nicks E 

3 A 
4 E 
5 A 
6 E 
7 A 

l~d. 1 A 
2 E 

2d. 1 E 
2 A 

B 
F 
B 
F 
B 
F 
B 
B 
F 
F 
B 

G* H 
G D 
G H 
C D 
G H 
C D 
G H 
C D 
C D 
G H 
G H 
C D 

The following summary shows the alloca
tion of the different types found on corner 
blocks from the 2M. to the £1 denominations. 

2M. 1 A B C D 
E F G H 

3d. (B 0) 1 A B C D 
E F G H 

3d. (BB) 1 A B C D 
E F G H 

4d. 1 A B C D 
E F G H 

6d. 1 A B C D 
E F G H 

1/- 1 A B C D 
E F G H 

1/3 1 A B C D 
E F G H 

2/6 1 A B C D 
E F G H 

5/- 1 A B C D 
G 

10/- 1 A C D 
F 

£1 1 B D 
G 

Before printing operations the printers bi- · 
sected each of the paper-makers' sheets which 
contained 480 watermarks into two printers' 
sheets of 240 watermarks each, i.e., a _.left 
half and a right half, which I have designated 
Group A and Groul)_ B, respectively. The left 
halves and right halves were utilised for 
printing all the denominations from 2M. to 
£1, vide my second summary which shows, 
e.g., that the 2M. is found printed on sheets· 

rn ................................................... , .............. , ....................... m 
~~=B. 8c K.~~~ 
The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
( except recent issues) · 

and can generally off er most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 

86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. _ 
[:] 111111111111111111,,, ....... •11111111••••111111••••11111u1111•1111•••u111111•11111••••••1!J 
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falling under Group A, ABCD, and Group B, 
EFGH. 

Anent the ?id., ld., Hd. and 2d. denomina
tions the printers bisected each of the paper
makers' 480 watermark sheets after print
ing operations into two issue sheets of 240 
watermarks each, i.e., sheets of 480 stamps 
printed from two collateral plates. My first 
summary shows that all stamps printed; from 
Plate 1 of the Hd. value were printed on left 
half sheets falling under Group A, A.BCD, 
whilst all stamps printed from Plate 2 of the 
same value were printed on right half sheets 
falling under Group B, EFGH, etc. The plate 
positions on the bed of the printing machine, 
which incidentally I think was made by Payne 
and Co. (Otley), Limjted, were as follows:-

Plate positions o:i:, bed of the machine 
during printing operations. 

~d. ld. 
Right Left Right Left 
Hand. Hand. Hand. Hand. 

1 2 No nick No nick 
4 3 2 nick 1 nick 
6 5 4 3 
7 5 6 5 

6 7 

Ud. 2d. 
Right Left Right Left 
Hand. Hand. Hand. Hand. 

2 1 1 2 

Some years ago I took the following note 
from either the "Quarterly Review of Phila
tely" or the old "South African Philatelist," 
then borrowed from some person, that of the 
½d. denomination Plates 1 and 2 were on sale 
from 1913-1916, Plates 3 and 4 from 1917-
1919, Plates 5 and 6 from 1920-1924, and 
Plates 5 and 7 from 1924-1926. 

I shall be very pleased if Mr. Wareham can 
inform our Hon. Editor of the positions of the 
pointers on his control blocks of four Plates 
6 and 7 of the ld. denomination without water
marks on the top rows thereof. I shall, also, 
be very pleased if other Union Collectors will 
examine their corner blocks and compare 
them with my summaries, especially the no 
plate number ld. value without nicks or 
notches in the jubilee line understamp num
ber 59 of the bottom right-hand corner which 
could be allocated to Group A, ABCD, as well 
as any other different findings from my sum
maries. I shall be grateful if such will be 
reported to our Hon. Editor. 

S.W.A. 
As was ,noted in our October issue the 

Union War stamps are being overprinted for 
use in South West Africa. The forme used is 
a new one, the letters being clos·er together 
than in previous overprints and there are no 
stops after the letters. 

UNION WAR STAMPS. 
The Hd. stamp, which completes the war 

effort series, is being put on sale on 12th 
January, 1942. This 
stamp, printed in blue
green and in Afrikaans 
and English alternately, 
depicts the South African 
Air Force as represented 
by a reproduction of the 
portrait of Lieut. Bob 
Kershaw, painted by 
Capt. Neville Lewis. Lieu
tenant (now Captain) 
Kershaw, was the first 

South African airman to be decorated with 
the D.S.O. in this war. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 
This country issued, on 1st December, a 

commemorative stamp honouring Sir Wilfrid 
Grenfell, founder of the mission .at St. 
_.\nthony, for his long service to the people 
of Labrador and Northern Newfoundland. 

AUSTRALIA. 
~fr. R. Axer reports three new stamps 

appearing soon in Australia. The values are 
to be 2~d., 3id. and 5M., these being needed 
because of the increase in postal charges. 
Till they are ready the present 2d., 3d. and 
5d. are to be overprinted with these new 
values. 

ARMY P.0.'s IN EGYPT. 
l\Ir. J. F. Fick reports a S. African mark 

(APO-U-MPK) No. 33 from Egypt. 
To the "Egypt/Postage Prepaid" list given 

in last month's issue there can now be add
ed Nos. 4, 17, 30, 31, 34, 37, 55, 57, 61, 63, 
65, 72, 99, 100 and 104. 

He also notes "Field Post Office" Nos. 
186 and 241 ( ? British Army). 

MOZAMBIQUE. 
It is understood that the Charter of the 

Mozambique Company comes to an end very 
soon. The probability is that the territory 
at prese,nt administered by the company will 
be taken over by the administration of Por
tuguese East Africa at Lourenco Marques 
and with this change the stamps of the com
pany will disapp·ear. It may happen, how
ever, that there will be "remainders." 

UNION CORON A TIO NS. 
"The Seer of the Strand" in the October 

issue of the Philatelic ,Journal of Great 
Britain tips Union Coronations in fine used 
condition as the best thing of the month. 
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Early Postal and Telegraphic History of 
Johannesburg 
By JAMES GRAY, F.I.C. 

( Continued from page 137 of December issue). 

To meet the postal requirements of Johan
nesburg, Van Alphen enquired if a postal depot 
were established at Klipportje, it would be 
possible to convey the letters from there to 
Johannesburg by means of a native runner. 
The road from Heidelberg to Pretoria passed 
through this farm. Postmaster Dormehl of 
Johannesburg considered the proposal feasible, 
and .at the sam2 time recommended the ap
pointment of a post agent at Roodepoort, 
which would satisfy the needs of that farm 
as well as of Paardekraal and Vogelstruisfon
tein. He recommended a similar appointment 
at Klip River. Vogelstruisfontein, however, 
wanted a post agency at the drift knavvn as 
"Helpmakaar" on this farm and a largely 
signed petition in support of this request was 
sent forward. 

The Postmaster General, at the beginning 
of December, 1886, notified the State Secretary 
that he had received six signed petitions from 
various parts of the Witwatersr.and asking 
for improved postal services. It was appar
ent that there must be more than one post 
office, and while he was of opinion that the 
best situated and most populated places should 
be chosen, he considered that he personally 
should investigate the position in order to en
able him to select the most suitable places. 

Among the resolutions which Von Brandis 
was asked to send forward to the Government, 
at the end of December, 1886, by the Diggers' 
Committee, was one asking for a telegraph 
line through the Goldfields and Potchef st room. 

Notwithstanding the rapid progress of Jo
hannesburg, the Government would not consent 
to establish a daily post between there and 
Pretoria and to all requests which were sent 

forward, from time to time over a long period, 
the Executive Council always refused. The 
reason put forward was that if such a con
cession were granted to Johannesburg all the 
other villages would claim similar treatment. 

·with such a cosmopolitan population as 
Johannesburg had, the increase in postal traf
fic can be appreciated readily. On days of 
the arrival of mail from other centres and 
overseas there was naturally congestion at 
the small post office where all business was 
conducted through a small window. Everyone 
was anxious to be served first and the result 
can be imagined. 

The method of delivering- the letters then 
appears to have been that the names, of those 
for whom letters had arrived. were called out 
in alphabetical order and eadi in turn claimed 
his letter. It was unfortunate if vour name 
began with "A'' and you arrived for your let
ters when the "B's" were being called. 

The services rendered by Postmaster Dor
mehl evidently were appreciated greatly, as he 
endeavourd to meet the public in every way in 
carrying out the duties of his office. For ex
ample, it was reported in January, 1887, that 
during his absence the clerks closed the post 
office on Saturday at 4.30 p.m., and the public 
had to wait until Monday morning to collect 
their mail. On Saturday afternoon, diggers 
from the surrounding districts would come to 
Johannesburg to collect their letters and 
therefore by keeping the post office open a 
little longer in the afternoon Dormehl was 
rendering a valuable service. 

The work of the postal department in
creased rapidly and the accommodation soon 
proved much too small for the efficient con-

~ ........... ~.~ii::;:~·~ .... :; ..... ~.~~~~; .... ;·;·~·~ .... ·;;·;·~;·~~ ..... ~~·~~;;~~~ ................................. l 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, E.le., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at over 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. B-IRD 6 Westhill Rd. London_ S.W.18, England 
[iJIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIH.tUUIIIIIIIIIWIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUlh•Ullllllllllllllllllllllllflllll[il 
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duct of business. The post office was removed 
in March to a building opposite the Market 
Square and adjoining Hart and Henochberg's 
Store. This enabled an improvement to be 
made in the delivery of the letters, but it was 
still considered too slow to meet the require
ments of the public. 

Very shortly after this, about 100 private 
letter boxes were installed, and for those who 
were lucky enough to be able to rent one of 
these, the waiting for letters ceased. 

About this time a decision to instal the tele
graph was made and M. Rosettenstein and 
ninety-five others sent a petition, jn April, 
1887, to the Government asking that Mr. 
Sprawson, of the Pretoria Telegraph Office, 
who was known to be efficient in his work, 
should be appointed as manager, if only for 
a short time, in order to enable the office to 
be opened under the best auspices. 

The necessary equipment for the telegraph 
office had been obtained and a building to 
house it was rented from R. G. Ockerse at £11 
per month, with occupation from 16th April, 
and on 26th April Johannesburg came into 
telegraphic communication ·with all parts of 
South Africa. 

Mr. Preston, who was in charge of the of
fice at Johannesburg, sent the first telegram 
to the State Secretary, Pretoria. It was terse 
and to the point, "Johannesburg open." The 
second telegram was as follows: "Landdrost 
to the State Secretary---Congratulations to the 
Government from Landdrost and Mine Com
missioner and other officials." 

Further congratulatory telegrams \Vere ex
changed between "The Mining Argus," Johan
nesburg, and "De Volkstem,'' Pretoria, shortly 
after opening. 

An interesting letter from John Jack to 
Isaac Van Alphen in May, 1887, regarding 
the appointment of a post agent at Elands
fontein incidently mentions that Jack had had 
surveyed on this farm a small township of 
200 stands and named it Germiston. In the 
course of the letter it was mentioned that the 
residents had experienced very much incon
venience in getting letters and often spent 
hours waiting until their names were called 
over. Two candidates were mentioned as suit
able for the appointment: S. Spilsbury and 
Charles Knox; the latter received the appoint
ment. 

At the end of June, 1887, serious complaints 
were made about the post office in Johan
nesburg. The building was too small and the 
postmaster and his staff were entirely in
adequate to cope with the business, though 
they did their best. On arrival of the mail, 
the office was closed while the mail was being 
sorted, and this naturally caused grave in
convenience to the public. 

A suggestion regarding the establishment 
of branch offices was put forward and another 
solution was the inauguration of a daily post 
between Johannesburg and Pretoria. 

The agitation resulted in a speedy improve
ment, and measures were taken to erect a large 
iron building for a temporary post office and 
it was arranged to augment the staff. 

A similar shortage of accommodation was 
being experienced at the telegraph office and 
the old post office was utilised for this branch 
of the postal service. Satisfaction was ex
pressed with the way Preston carried out his 
duties. 

To meet the requirements of the public the 
telegraph office up to this time had been open 
on Sundays for the transaction of business. C. 
K. von Trotsenburg, Head Manager of the 
Telegraph Department, suggested that in fu
ture the office should be closed on that day 
and that the alteration should be met by 
closing one hour later on Saturday and open
ing one hour earlier on Monday. 

About 500 telegraph messages were delivered 
in Johannesburg daily, and in November five 
additional messengers were appointed, making 
a total of eight, as well as two additional 
clerks. Arrangements were made to enlarge 
this office and £90 was voted by the Executive 
Council for this purpose. 

One can realise that this pressure of work 
played some part in the strike of the telegra
phists which took place during December, 1887. 
The immediate cause of the strike is not very 
clear but it appears that the particulars of 
the monthly returns to the head office at Pre
toria had not been sent in regularly for some 
time, and consequently the officials had been 
informed that until the returns were received 
their salaries would be withheld. 

Shortly after the beginning of the month, a 
,vire had been sent to Pretoria stating that 
the returns had been posted,. on receipt of 
which information the salaries had been for
,varded. Some delay took place in the arrival 
of the money, though they were informed by 
telegram of its despatch. 

On the morning of the 8th December, 1887, 
fifteen of the seventeen members of the staff 
failed to report for duty and one of their 
number telegraphed that day to the State Sec
retary to the effect, that the telegraphists had 
stopped work because they had not been paid, 
and that they were unable to go on working 
from fourteen to twenty hours daily in an 
iron building. 

Trotsenburg came over to Johannesburg im
mediately and was successful in coming to 
some agreement, because the following day the 
strikers returned to work, pending the decision 
of the Government. An agreement was placed 
before Trotsenburg which the strikers desired 
him to sign but he refused to do so. In this 
agreement they undertook to return to duty 
on condition that there was no victimisation, 
either present or future, and Trotsenburg was 
to bind himself to retain their services for 
three years if their conduct proved satisfac
tory. This agreement was to hold good while 
Trotsenburg remained in the service. 
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The decision of the Government was to dis
miss immediately all tho~e who had gone on 
strike and, to meet the immediate position, 
telegraphists were seconded from Barberton, 
Pretoria and Heidelberg to fill the vacancies. 
Twelve telegraphists ,ve1·e obtained later from 
Holland. Thus ended what appears to have 
been the first strike in Johannesburg. 

J. Sivewright, who was in Johannesburg 
during this unfortunate episode, and who was 
well known in South Africa in connection with 
telegraphic matters, wrote to the Government 
offering his services in extendinQ' the tele
graphic communications in the Sou"th African 
Republic. 

The details of the beginnings of the postal 
and telegraphic services and the constant ap
peals made to the Government for more and 
more accommodation and staff show in a re
markable way the wonderfully rapid progress 
of Johannesburg. 

There was a great increase in the work of 
the postal services of the Transvaal, and 
correspondence was received by the President 
and the Government from so manv countries 
that it was necessary to obtain dictionaries in 
several languages. 

A letter in English from Paris, 10th No
vember, 1887, asked the President if he would 
kindly send the writer some cancelled stamps 
from the Transvaal, of several kinds, and 
some pressed ferns and grasses. The reply to 
this appeared to be to the effect that the Gov
ernment regretted that the affairs of the 
country made it impossible to gather postage 
stamps and press ferns, nevertheless the State 
Secretary wa.s instructed to send stamps to 
the value of threepence. 

EAST AFRICAN ARMY POST MARKS. 
Supplementing the infoi-mation given in our 

isrne of August, 1941, Mr. 'N. Tunstall sends 
from Kenya the following: 
Type (b) Only Nos. 1 and 2 appear to exist. 
Type (c) Nairobi marks Nos. 3, 4, 6 and 8. 

X o. 6 in black or violet. Also one with 
"Base, Registered" at tl1e bottom. 

Type (d) was an early mark, occu~·ring as 
far back as 1939. 

Type (f) Add Nos. 20, 57, 59, 68, 66, 67 and 
75. 

V FOR VICTORY ···-
Several Canadian tovms have adopted a 

V ... - sign on their postmarks and in the 
U.S.A. several of the meter franking 
machines are using it. The Germans are re
ported as paying us the compliment of copy
ing us by also using "VIKTORIA," with a 
specially large "V" on postmarks and in Nor
way it is stated that the ordi,nary stamps in 
use are being overprinted with a V. 

. 
CATALOGUES. 

There is now a catalogue famine. \Vhitfield 
King is sold out; Gibbon's Simplified is out 
but has not reached South Africa yet; the 
large Gibbon's Part I is promised for some 
time in 1942. The Regent Supplement. includ
ing British Empire stamps issued up till Sep
tember, 1941, has arrived. Some plan such as 
this catalogue is issued in, would appear to be 
the sound one for the future-one part for, 
say, pre-1930 issues, brought up to date as 
regards prices every two or three years, with 
supplements containing new issues every six 
months. 

AMERICA-AFRICA AIR SERVICE. 
A direct air mail service was inaugurated 

on 6th December between U.S.A. and Africa. 
Starting at Miami, stops are made in Trini
dad, Brazil and West Africa, the terminus be
ing at Leopoldville in Belgian Congo. From 
there a direct connection is available to the 
Union by S.A. Airways. To commence with 
there will only be two flights per month. 

ABYSSINIA. 
Three semi-postals are reported 25c+25c, 

50c+ 50c and 1 T + 1 T, but to have a complete 
set it is necessary to secure nine stamps as 
each value is issued in three styles: ( 1) With
out any, overprint; ( 2) with a small red cross 
overprint; ( 3) with a large red cross over
print. 

1!]11111111111111111.11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111118 

Special New Year 
Offers: 

NETH. EAST INDIES Bomber Fund, two 
values . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1/-

CHINA Thrift issue 1941, 6 large pictls. 
cpl. mint . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/

RUSSIA cpl. mint sheet of 100 x 3 kop. 
Currency Stamps. (SG No. 181) . . . . 20/

LATVIA cpl. German Military Map with 
228 Stamps. (SG No. 1) • . . . • • • . 32/6 

LATVIA as above, but perforated. (SG 
No. 2) .................... 32/6 

Rapkin's Stamp Collectors' Atlas, 10 Maps 
with cpl. index of all stamp-issuing 
countries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2/6 

All Post Free. 

Approval s.elections available from Burma, 
Timar, the Philippines, Hawaii, Kedah a.o. 
Malay States, Macao, Borneo, 'Nauru, etc., 
etc.-on request, against references. No 

Lists, no quotations. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

[EJ, ........................................................ , .......... , .................... ,l!J 
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German Soufh -West Africa 
DR. HERBERT MUNK-KOHL'S HAND BO OK. 

Translated by Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie and reprinted by kind permission from the 
"Collectors Club Philatelist." 

(Continued from page 141 of December issue) 

GERMAN STAMPS WITH OPT. Al 
( Concluded) 

In all these cases the 25 or 50 pf. stamps 
belonged to the museum printing not to the 
Berne printing, although, of course, one can
not exclude the possibility that stamps of 
these denominations and of the Berne print
ing might have been sent to the colony by 
some private individual and heen postmarked, 
or even genuinely postally used there. If so, 
however, it would probably have been done 
at a somewhat earlier date. (Beware of sub
sequent cancellations by complaisance, in 
which no date is visible!) 

We have seen (from different sources) two 
unsevered sheets of the 25 and 50 pf. denom
inations of the so-called Berne 1st issue, as 
well as several smaller blocks, but beyond 
these very few stamps of this printing have 
found their way into collections or have come 
on the market. 

Single specimens of the 25 pf. Berne print
ing can be recognised by their characteristic 
pale orange colour and their very heavy ov~r
print; the paper, moreover, has a yellowish 
tint, probably from the Jong stora?'e .. There 
are 25 pf. stamps of; the museum prmtmgs of 
almost the same pale orange shade, but for
tunately they can be distinguished', by the 
fact that the overprint is fine or medium, not 
heavy. 

The 25 pf. stamps of the museum printings 
are partly orange in colour, partly bright or-• 
ange, reddish orange or ev~n dark red orange; 
light and medium overprmts seem to occur 
only on stamps of the first mentioned shade. 

The 50 pf. stamps of the Berne printing 
have quite a distinct shade, differentiating 
them from most of those of the museum print
ings, which are partly r~d~ish. and partly pa!e 
reddish in tint. The d1stmct10n, ho,vever, 1s 
only certain by direct comparison and can
not be said to be unequivocal. The supple
metary overprinted 50 pf. stamps may have 
medium overprints, but probably do not occur 
with really fine overprints. 

Whilst the Imperial Postal Museum pro
vided itself with remainders for museum 
purposes by having the supplementary _print
ing of June, 1898, ll!-ade, there were'. ~n the 
colony remainders with Opt. Al waitmg to 
be used up. 

The 10 20 and 50 pf. denominations of the 
next issu~ came into circulation in the lattn 
part of 1898; the 3 and 5 pf. valu~s on]y about 
the beginning of 1900. But a usmg-up of the 

old issue, or of certain denominations thereof, 
was permitted for quite a long time at some 
postal establishments after the latter part 
of 1898 or beginning of 1899. 

At Outjo, for example, according to Starke, 
right into 1899 there were still only stamps 
wn.h Opt. Al on s.ale (together with non
overprinted 50 pf. stamps); Khanrivier was 
still using 10 pf. stamps with Opt. Al at the 
end of January, 1899 (for which reason 10 
pf. stamps with Opt. A2 are very scarce •vith 
the Khanrivier postmark, as that office closed 
down in April, 1899); at Jakalswater the 5 
pf. stamps with Opt. Al were only used up 
at the end of July, 1899, and here the 50 pf. 
non-overprinted stamps were in use till well 
on in 1899, etc., etc. 

The issue with Opt. Al was declared invalid 
for postage on 31st October, H)Ol, at the same 
time as the next issue with Opt. A2. 

GERMAN STAMPS WITH OPT. A2. 

1898 ( 1st half of October), 
~- 1- 1899. (For No. 9, see be-

~'ofJ ~~~ low). Stamps of the German 
~'6~ ~,;'-'ti- Empire issue of 1889 over-
-~-::,~ printed steeply in black with 
-:, the name of the territory of 

usage as before, but the overprint, A2, is a 
new one, Deutsch-Siidwestafrika bebg spelt 
in two parts, instead of in three parts as in 
Overprint Al. 

5.-3 pf. (a) light brown, light yellow
brown (about beginning of 
1900). 

(b) (light) reddish brown 
(c) (dark) brown 

6.-5 pf. light green, green (about begin
ning of 1900) 

7.-10 pf. rose-carmine, carmine (October, 
1899). Bisects. 

8.-20 pf. blue, pale blue (October, 1899) 
9.-25 pf. orange (end of October, 1899), 

reddish orange ( middle of 
1900) 

10-50 pf. chocolate brown, pale chocolate 
brown ( October, 1899). 

After the change in the spelling of the 
overprint had been decided upon (probably 
to be in conformity with the spelling in use 
at the Foreign Office) the State Printing Of
fice on 14th June, 1898, submitted for appro
val to the Imperial Post Office two sheets 
each of all the six values (six stamps in each 
sheet). Nothing is known of the final fate 
of one sheet of each denomination, except that 
it did not go back to the State Printing Office 
with the approval note. Vv e found in the El
ster collection a set of stamps of 5, 10, 20, 25 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

10 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. January, 1942. 

and 50 pf. denominations (the 25 being dark 
orange in colour) which, unlike any of the 
isrned stamps, had the overprint diagonally 
instead of being steeply inclined-it seems not 
unlikely that these stamps came from the 
missing proof-blocks (there are no similar 
specimens in the Imperial Postal Museum). 

If that supposition be correct the proof
blocks of Opt. A2 would have had diagonal 
overprints just .as the strips-of-five proofs of 
the first issue had Opt. Al diagonally as 
against the steeper overprint on the definitely 
issued stamps. 

About the end of 1899, ostensibly because 
of forged overprints appearing, there were 
so-called proofs made in blocks of 2 x 10 of 
almost all denominations, in which the over
prints of 10 Protectorates were all overprinted 
together, just as in the case of the real proofs 
in strips of five of January, 1897. In these 
blocks ( which likewise reached the public in 
small numbers, through the Imperial Postal 
Museum) the stamps with the overprint 
Deutsch-Siidwestafrika occur with Deutsch
N eu-Guinea on the left, Samoa on the right 
and Togo vertically. These subsequently made 
blocks have nothing whatever to do with the 
production of the issue itself, however. ( See 
Deutsch-Neu-Guinea, pp. 134-5). 

The first printing was handed over from 
the State Printing Office on 20 July, 1898, 
and on the 22nd a first consignment with Opt. 
A2 was already on its way to G.S.W.A. 

According to Ohrt the 10 and 50 pf. denom
inations (the latter of which directly super
seded 50 pf. stamps without overprint) were 
first put on sale at Windhoek in October, 
1898; according to the same authority the new 
20 pf. stamps were only put into cfrculation 
in December, 1898, although Friedemann says 
they also were given out in October. The 3 pf. 
and 5 pf. values were first sold about the be
ginning of 1900. At the smaller postal estab
lishments particular denominations were only 
gradually brought into use as required; but 
3 pf. stamps were only issued to the individual 
office for the first time during the course of 
1899. 

25 pf. stamps.-This denomination, which 
so far had never been sent officially to 
G.s.,v.A., because there was no real need for 
that particular value, was not included in the 
July, 1898, sending from Germany, as it had 
not been indented for from \i\Tindhoek. 

In August, 1899, the "Germania-Hing" (a 
large collectors' club) intimated to Imp. P.O. 
III in Berlin that it wished to purchase large 
numbers of certain stamps in the colonies and 
in its "want list" included 800 of the 25 pf. 
value of G.S.W.A., to be used for franking 
registered printed matter such as the club's 
publications. (Before the opening of the so
called "Colonial Counter" in Berlin this method 
of ordering stamps was in vogue amongst 
dealers and others and such bespeak orders 
were usually executed by the postal adminis
tration as they prevented any sudden using 
up of any particular denomination in the 
colony). 

The 25 pf. stamps for this order (see Ger
mania-Berichte, Vol. II, p. 183) were printed 
in the first half of September, 1899, and 
reached Windhoek on 26th October, 1899. 
Through some circumstances, however, the 
stamps were not delivered by the Director of 
Posts in Windhoek to the representative of 
the Germania-Ring but to some entirely dif
ferent person, who, later, obligingly sold back 
a small batch of them to the Director of Posts. 
None of these 800 stamps were sold over the 
counter in the ordinary way of business, but 
undoubtedly genuinely used specimens of them 
are known, dated 1.11.99 .and in February, 
1900, the Director of Posts himself franked a 
11umber of registered letters with the stamps 
which he had bought back. These covers, each 
with a 25 pf. and a 5 pf. ~tamp, were sent 
by him to a friend in Hamburg-Einsbiittel and 
in this way the 25 pf. stamps did do genuine 
postal duty. A number of these covers soon 
afterwards came on to the market through 
the Hamburg addressee. 

In the first half of 1900 a further 3,000 
stamps were indented for, partly at Wind
hoek for the Germania-Ring, and partly at 
Keetmanshoop for a Hamburg dealer. These 
orders were accepted and the requisite num
bers of stamps sent to the respective post of
fices, but again, apparently through some 
rivals' machinations, the stamps seem to have 
found their way into the possession of others 
than the representatives of those ordering 
them. 

However, in consequence of the frequent en
quiries for 25 pf. stamps, both in Berlin and 
in the colony, the postal administration in 
Windhoek itself asked for them and in June, 
1900, they were definitely put on sale over the 
counter in Windhoek, and at a slightly later 
date in Keetmanshoop. No. 9 can therefore be 
reckoned as genuinely issued for ger.eral use 
in the middle of 1900. 

Although in succeeding months further 
large lots of 25 pf. stamps were ordered by 
dealers and speculators, the issue of this 
value (whose sending to and employment in 
the colony from beginning to end served only 
philatelic ends) remained a comparatively 
small one and pl'ices for specimens have re
mained consistently high. The first 800 speci
mens sent officially to Windhoek in the latter 
part of 1899, can be distinguished from the 
later printings, according to the Germania
Berichte, by their very fine overprint. 

(To he continued) 
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Society News 

PRETORIA PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 

Wager. P.O. Box 514. Meetings, 1st and :>rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

December l.-::\:fr. Hawke read some 
philatelic extracts. It was announced 
Carleton Jones . had kindly offered to 
visit to our society. 

interesting 
ihat ::\Ir. 

repeat his 

Dr. Broughton gave a talk on Turkey. He pointed 
out that foreign countries uPnally offered a great 
fleal of interest in the collection of thefr stamps. 
Turkey, after its yery varied history, v.as now becom
ing a modern civilised nation. 'The stamps of Tur
key are of great interest and a good representative 
collection can easily be made. After the first issue, 
the stamps for a long period wel'e only issued bear
ing some kind of overprint usually in Turkish char
acters. ::\Iany commemorative seis have been issued 
from time to time. His talk ,vas accompanied by 
a fine display of the stamps of Turkey. 

December lG.-::\fr. Hawke read an interesting 
article on \Var Issues. 

'l'Ile President, ::\Ir. Basden, entertained the mem
bers with a talk on Brazil-his favourite foreign 
country. Brazil is the largest single country in 
the world and he gave a brief geographical account 
of it. Its productions, mineral l'esotuces, etc., are 
almost unbounded. The chief point about its phila
telic history was the infinite variety of its cork 
cancellations and ::\Ir. Bnsdf'n first sho,ved a won
derful catalogue of these cancellations and then 
tabled what must be an almost complete collection 
of them. This exhibition was much appreciated. 

H.A.W. 

NYASALAND STA::\IP CLUB. 
Chairman, A. J. Storey. Hon. Secreta,y, L. J. 

Davidson, Limbe P.O. Meetings, 2nd ::\londays, 5 p.m. 
Tobacco Auction E'loors, Limbe. Visitors and Collec
tors always welcome. 

10th Sovember, 1941. 
::\Iembers "Five" ::\linutt>s.-::\Ir. \V. Frankish read 

a paper on how he had Lecome interesteu in stamp 
collecting, how the Club had helped if not edged 
him along, even to insisting on him entertaining 
members for "five" minutes; his witty remarks 
dre,v hearty all round applause and a chorns of 
"thank you," J\Ir. Frankish." 

Exchanges.-A wide selPction of ApproYals and 
exchange -books were available, sales and exchanges 
were good. 
8th December, 1941. 

Obituary.-It is with deep regret we have to record 
the death of our President and Foundation ::\Iember, 
::\Ir. A. J. Storey: members expressed their deep 
sympathy to his relatives in their sad loss, and ours. 
::\Ir. Storey was amongst the oldest and befit known 
collectors in Xyasalancl and will be missed by us all. 

::\Iembers "F'ive" :\Iinutes.-::\Irs. I. \Vilcox gave a 
Yery interesting paper on the earliest records cof the 
use of Postage stamps. with <b tes and events of 
interest up to and after the first use of the ld. 
Black adhesh-e stamp of Great Britain in 18-iO, and 
the growth of stamp collecting as a hobby through 
the years, to! the great pastime and study it has be
come to the v,orld to-day, affording an intellectual 
pastime to young and old. ::\lrs. \Vikox ,vas heartily 
applauded. 

Xews Items.--::\Ir. Farquhar read some items of 
interest and passed his Stamp Journals round. ::\Ir. 
Stevens gave details of Stamp talks that can be 
heard on the air from Anwrica at 7.45 p.m. Thm·s
days on 16 meters, and mentioned he had listened 
to many of interest. 

L .• T.D. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOClE'J;Y. 
President, ::urs. Woods; Hon. Sec., 1'1. N. Rigg, 

103 Kernston Avenue, Benoni; Meetings, 3rd Tues
days, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, Benoni. 

At our December meeting there was a very good 
attendance. \Ye had the pleasure of having Mr. 
Chamberlain ,vith us from the Natal Philatelic 
Society. 

The news of the month was given by 1\Ir. Suklje. 
Exhibits for the meeting.-Firstly. :\fr. Gutsche's 

Transvaal stamps starting with the first Repuhlic, 
then Queen's Heads following with second Republic 
issues with various overprints ancl complete sets of 
King Edward issues to the values of £1 and £5, fin
ally stamps of Pieterburg. 

:\Ir. Rigg then exhibited a few pages of Natal, 
followed by a collection of St. Helena from the 1884 
issue down to King George VI. 

:\Jr. Shepherd exhibited a portion of his· South
\Yest African collection, starting with German 
stamps, the B"nion of South Africa with various flaws 
and omissions of the overprints, finally definitive 
issues up to the £1 value, ,vith all the Jubilee, Cor
onation, Voor1rekker Centenary and Hugtwnot 
stamps. 

E.N.R. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OJi' NATAL. 
President, P. C. Bishop; Ifon. Sec., G. Milner 

Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st Wed
nesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau. \Vest Street. 

Our meeting of December 3 was well attended. 
Tl1e admission to membership of ::\Irs. V. :\Iann was 
confirmed and there were four further applications 
from prospect~ve members before the meeting. 

Pollowing the usual auction by ::\Ir. ::\Iaskell mem
bers enjoyed a sight of J\Ir. C. B. Riches' collection 
of Ceylon, which is rich in tlw early "pence" issues 
and appears to have been considerably expanded 
since it was last shown. J\Ir. Riches is a firm be
liever in cellophane "pochettes" and has all his rarer 
specimens encased in these, believing that if the 
moisture-resisting type of cellophane is used a 11 
danger of rust is averted. A tribute to his fine dis
play was voiced, in behalf of the members, by :\fr. 
V. B. Crockett. 

Xow that fewer booklets from overseas members 
are forthcoming some difficulty in maintaining the 
regular service of our exchange packets is experi
enced. The President made an urgent appeal to mem
bers to co-operate with ::\Ir .• T. Lyle, exchange super
intendent, in keeping the packets up to standard. 

G.J\f.P. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
President, J\L Rothkugel; Hon. Sec., K. Cameron, 

9 Pineway, Pinelands, Cape. Meetings, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, Medical House, 35 "\V3Je Street, Cape 
To,vn, at 8 p.m. 

27th Xovember.-::\Ir. S. Kaganson exhibited a fine 
collection of King George VI · stamps. The collection 
itself was in mint condition and practically complete, 
including eyen the recent colour ch:1.nges. while 
added thereto several used sets were also displayed. 

11th December.-The iPature of the evening was 
the exhibit by Dr. R. J,'ollen of portion of his very 
fine collection of Switzerland stamps. 

Although, as was pointed out by Dr. Follen, this 
was not intended by him to be a specialised collec
tion, it was nevertheless highly representative of that 
country and special mention should be made of an 
excellent item of the Cantonal Administration, Zu
rich, considered to be a rarity. 

Amongst other items that might call ior special 
mention were the almost complete range of the at
tractive Child \Velfare stamps. 

Some interesting discussion arose over the pres
ence of different threads in the Jrnper1 and the varie
ties of paper of the stamps of 1854-62. :ur. R. 
Axer was able to give some useful information 
thereon. 

The chairman 1·eported ilrn.t a donation of 50 lots 
of stamps for sale on behalf of the Goyernor-
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General's fund was fortheoming from an anonymous 
donor. 'l'hese would be put up for auction at the 
next meeting of the Society, which is to be held 
on the 22nd January, ]942. Xo other lois will be 
auctioned then so as to giye thei full benefit towards 
the sale of those stamps. 

A considerable number of lots were auctioned at 
the aboyernentioned meetings nnd bidding was brisk. 

This Society tenders Sea:-:onal Greetings to all 
kindred Societies and best wishes for a speedy return 
to happier times. 

E.C'.S. 

SOME BRITISH EMPIRE CHANGES. 
Barbados.-The current green ~d. is chang

ing colour to buff-brown ( Gibbon's Stamp 
Monthly). 

Fiji.-Another 2d. is in preparation, show
ing the Government office instead of a map. 
The present 2d. is an amended design and will 
thus have only a short life ( Gibbon's Stamp 
Monthly). 
M alaya.-Colour changes .are reported for 
some values of practically all the Malayan 
States. 

Great Britain.-The 2d. lighter shade wa.s 
put on sale on 6th October, and. the 3d. on :3rd 
November. 

Malta.-The six low denominations Od.-3d.) 
are to appear in new colours SOOllo 

Palest?:ne.-N ew high values are announced 
to appear soon; 250m. brown, 300m red, and 
£Pl indigo. 

Seychelles.-Some of the recently issued 
stamps have been printed on a paper which 
is quite white at the back ( in contrast to the 
slightly yellow paper previously in use). On 

The 

this paper the gum is unsuitable and the 
stamps are very apt to stick to each other 
(Whitfield King and Co.). 

Solomon Islands.-A 10s. stamp is to be 
added to the current issue; design as in the 
4M. 

Somaliland.-The rupee values of the new 
issue have been despatched, 

Sudan.-The full set of the India-printed 
river scene stamps is now on sale. There are 
14 denominations: 1 mil. to 10 pi., the piastre 
values being in a larger format than the 
others. 

POLISH STAMPS. 
Following up the information given in last 

month's issue, we are now informed that the 
set of eight Polish stamps were to be put in 
issue at the beginning of December. The 
values, etc., are 5 gr., violet, ruined U.S.A. 
embassy (illustrated last month); 10 gr., 
bright green, ruined Ministry of Finance; 25 
gr., grey, deliberate destroyal of Mickcewicz 
monument by Germans; 55 gr., royal blue, 
Castle Square in \Varsaw seen through 
bombed ruins; 75 gr., olive green, machine-gun 
post; 80 gr., magenta, Polish tanks in Brit
ain; Izl., aeroplanes with British and Polish 
markings; IZL 50, brown madder, submarine 
"Orzel" (illustrated last month). 

By arrangement with the British postal 
authorities, it will be possible on certain days 
for Polish military units in Britain to post 
their mails on Polish ships. 
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THE BLACK FOURPENNY CAPE. 

Readers may remember that in our issue 
of September last year l\'Ir. Emil Tamsen 
(whom, incidentally, we had the pleasure of 
seeing in town a few weeks ago looking as 
sprightly and youthful as ever despite his 
fourscore years) dealt with the imaginative 
theory put forward in America by Mr. S. Bird 
that these stamps were merely id,-:ntifying 
labels put on the printer's stamp packages. 
He suggested that we should get in touch with 
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co. and not 
Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson and Co. to see 
if official denial or corroboration of Mr. Bird's 
theory (which was merely based on analogy 
with the black Cretan stamps .and not on any 
ascertained facts) could be obtained. 

This has been done through the kind co
operation of the Hon. Sec. of the Royal Phila
telic Society, to whom our thanks are due. 
Unfortunately the replies from these firms 
do not so far .advance our knowledge one way 
or the other. 

Messrs. Bradbury, Wifainson and Co. state 
that they had nothing to do with the printing 
of the Cape triangulars, but that in any case 
it has never been their practice to have black 
reproductions on any packages of stamps for 
any Government. 

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, Ltd., regret they 
can give no reply as their records and plant 
were wiped out in May last, and the man most 
likely to remember or to have knovdedge of 
the matter is at present in the Royal Navy. 

They have promised, ho-wever, to try and 
get in touch with him. Certain of Messrs. 
Perkins, Bacon and Co.'s records are in the 
possession of the Royal Philatelic Society and 

were being worked up by the late Mr. Percv 
de Worms. It is just possible that some ligh·t 
may come from that source. In any case, at 
the present moment we can only wait and see. 

The fact of the known 4d. Blacks being on 
watermarked paper like the ordinary Blues 
seems to be a pretty strong argument against 
them being outside labels. It is very unlikely 
that printers would have used such paper fo

0

r 
labels. 

Meanwhile Linn's Wee)dy Stamp ,Vews has 
come out with a well reasoned editorial on 
these stamps and others of similar status. 
Their argument is based on the Royal Society's 
certificate as quoted in H. R. Harmer's 
auction list in connection with the specimen 
sold last April in New York. The auction cat
alogue reads: "The extremely rare 4d. black. 
With 'Royal' certificate stating 'Genuine black 
impression and wmkd., but there is no real 
evidence at present that any 4d. black stamp 
was issued for postal use. The postmark is 
too indefinite for opinion.' This is, we believe, 
the usual wording given by the Royal Phila
telic Society's Committee." 

In other words the Royal Society doubts 
and questions the authenticity of the stamp as 
a recognised postal issue, although printed 
from the plates from which the issue waf: 
printed and on the right paper. 

Is it not time that we made up our minds 
what we should recogrnse a::; legitimately is
sued stamps? If we confined our recognition 
of postal isst1.es solely to stamps issued by 
the post office department and sold regularly 
through the post office we would save our
selves much trouble and expense. If collectors 
were to purchase proofs in other colours or 
on other pape:ts, essays, etc., well and good, 
so long as such items are not given the status 
of issued postage stamps. 

Until the 4d. black can be shown to have 
been issued for postal use let us then not 
recognise and list it as a legitimate postage 
stamp. 
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History of the cpretoria Philatelic Society 

By A. P. OBERMEYER. 

The Society was founded on the 16th of 
February, 1898. The followin1~· gentlemen came 
together: The Rev. Canon F1sher, C. Plomer, 
Isaac van Alphen, Postmaster General of t?e 
S.A. Republic, J. J. Haupt, an_d E. G: David. 
I could not find out where this meetmg was 
held. 

It was decided to draft rules and regula·
tions which were put before the members at 
the ~ext meeting which took place on the 
2nd of March, 1898. 

At that meeting Mr. Isaac van Alphen was 
elected President and Mr. C. Plamer secre
tary; various members were appointed on to 
the committee. 

The following gentlemen were also elected 
that night: Messrs. C. van den Burg, M. S. 
J. C. van Tyen (secretary to the P.M.G.), Mr. 
Elkington, Mr. Menges, Mr. Buyskes, Mr. 
Roffe, and Mr. W. Haupt. 

After another week another meeting was 
held when again more members were en
rolled, viz: Messrs. Skinner, Wahl, Aubert 
( the then Consul for France), and also a few 
country members. At this meeting for the 
first tfme a paper was promised on the stamps 
of the Transvaal of 1877 by Mr. Jack Hauyt, 
which paper was promptly read on the L)th 
of April, 1898. 

Mr. I. van Alphen was absent that night 
and on going through the minutes . I found 
that after having been electe~ Pres1~ent, he 
never attended a single meetmg durmg the 
year. 

New members were again enrolled at that 
meeting, viz.: Messrs. Huter, Tamsen, Sallo 
Epstein, and Hartley. 

On the 27th of April, 1898, another meeting 
was held and a Mr. E. 0. Meyers was bal
lotted for but only formal business was tran
sacted at' this meeting. 

On the 8th of June a meeting took pla~e 
in the Bodega bar, Market Sti~eet, and . rt 
appears that the Society ]1ad cons1der_able ~If
ficulty in obtaining a suitable room m wh1ch 
to hold their meetings. Messrs. Eduard Wal_ter 
and G. de Roy were electe~ members. N othm~ 
is recorded about the busmess transacted al, 
this meeting. 

The next meeting was held on the 20th of 
July when ten members were present and a 
paper was read on the stamps of the first 
British occupation. 

On the 10th of August anothPr meeting 
took place in the "The old Union Club", eight 
members being present, but nothing is men
tioned about the business of the meeting. 

Subsequent meetings were held on the 14th 
of October, the 12th of November, and the 
21st of December, this time at the office of 
the Agricultural Society. 

During this time the following members 
were enrolled: Messrs. C. Barras, G. H. Voer
man, P. E. Kraut, Dr. Gunning (Director of 
Transvaal Museum), vV. Pinnock, and K. H. 
Rentes. 

The first meeting in 1899 was held on the 
8th of February, when Mr. B. van Rossem 
was elected a member. 

On the 15th of March the first annual 
meeting took place with Mr. I. van Alphen 
in the chair. The first annual report was read 
and in it I found that the Society boasted of 
having 3·1 members of which 23 had paid their 
subscription. 

The committee voiced complaints about the 
small attendances at meetings notwithstand
ing the fact that they made it as attractive 
as possible for members to attend through 
auction sales, exchanges, and papers. 

Notwithstanding the fact that Mr. van 
Alphen only attended two meetings during the 
first year, we again find him re-elected as 
chairman. 

Further meetings were held on the 12th 
of April, the 12th of May, .and the 7th of 
June, 1899. At the last meeting no business 
was transacted and it terminated at 8.lfi, 
only four members being present. 

No further meetings were held before the 
Anglo-Boer war started, and we find that 
the Society died a natural death. 

As soon as the war was over we see new 
life in philately. On the 12th of November, 
1902, a meeting was held in the Cafe Royal, 
present were Messrs. A. Faure (in the chair) 
supported by Messrs. Rentes, Levitt, Wahl, 
Mathews, David, and Leith. On the 21st of 
the same month another meeting took place 
when again many new names appear as in
terested in stamps; I found the following: 
Messrs. Baum, Cook, Hooper, Green, Koch, 
Clark (James Clark the florist), Caplan and 
Oaks. 
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At the next meeting I also found the names 
of two foundation members, namely, Messrs. 
C. van der Burgh and J. J-. Haupt, again be
ing elected members. 

On the 5th of December it was decided that 
future meetings would be held in the board
room of the National Bank, evidently through 
the courtesy of Mr. Mathews, a member of 
the staff of the National Bank. 

Mr. Maynhard was duly elected at that 
meeting and Messrs. De Breuil, De Boom, 
Twiddle, and Bennington were proposed for 
membership. 

In 1903 further meetings took place on 9th 
,T anuary, 23rd January, 20th February, 20th 
March, 4th and 16th April, 14th and 28th 
May, 11th June, 20th August, 3rd September} 
and the 17th and 15th November. 

The second annual meeting of the resusci
tated Society took place on the 17th Decem
ber, 1903, when Mr. M. Levitt was elected as 
hon. sec., and Messrs. Gorges, Runeberg, 
Edwards, and Bucknill were proposed for 
membership. 

After this annual meeting we find that 
the Society died for a second time, for we see 
that no minutes were kept till the 11th of May, 
1905, when some collectors came together in 
Hamilton's chambers at the office of Mr. S. 
A. Klagsbrun. This gentleman, probably the 
promoter, was immediately elected to the 
chair, while amongst the ot!1er officers ap
pointed that night I found Mr. Caplan as 
librarian. 

Meetings were held on the 17th and 22nd 
May, and on the 5th June when Mr. W. J. 
Giovanetti joined the Society. It appears from 
the minutes that various l)apers were read 
and that meetings were well attended. It ap
pears that the Society in the able hands of 
our Mr. Klagsbrun flourished and that his 
offices became too small to hold all the mem
bers, so that a new meeting place was found 
at 26 Erasmus buildings. 

In 1906 the annual meeting took place and 
Mr. Klagsbrun was re-elected chairman, Mr. 
Levitt as hon. sec., while Messrs. Caplan and 
Giovanetti acted on the committee. 

During 1906 meetings were held very regu
larly and again attended, e.g., by Mr. J. J. 
Haupt, who appears regularly in the minutes 
as being present. 

On the 14th August Mr. L. te Groen was 
elected a member. 

1907 again saw Mr. Klagsbrun in the chair 
and Mr. M. Levitt hon. sec. Mr. Hollebrands 
joined that year. In 1908 Mr. Jack Haupt was 
installed in the chair while Mr. Levitt re
mained secretary. 

On the 14th July the late Mr. C. Hand ap
peared in the minutes as "a visitor from Cape 
Town." 

1909 again saw lWr. ,Jack Haupt in the chair 
with Mr. Levitt as hon. sec. The meetings were 
now held in the Boudoir Tea RQoms irn;tead of 
26 Erasmus Buildings, 

The Society is going to die for a third time. 
On the 23rd April, 1909, there was no quorum, 
June fared the same way, only three mem
bers turning up at each meeting, so that the 
Society was quietly buried for the third time 
in its existence. 

On the 19th October, 1911, new blood came 
to Pretoria and reformed the defunct Society 
-Messrs. J. A. Orenstein, Geo. Baury, and 
Harry Payne. Mr. Gorges took the chair, and 
with him we find Messrs. Klagsbrun, Haupt, 
Levitt, and many others. 

Mr. Klagsbrun was again elected to the 
chair. Mr. Jack Haupt vice-chairman, and M. 
Levitt hon. sec. 

On the 18th November Mr. N. van Malsen 
joined the Society and on the 7th December 
Dr. P. Elias. Things did not go as they should, 
and May and June, 1912, were unsuccessful 
as no quorum could be got at meetings. 

On the 27th June A. P. Obermeyer joined 
the society. 1912 marked itself by holding of 
meetings, though the number of members 
present was very small, so that Mr. Klagsbrun 
proposed that the number of members required 
to form a quorum be reduced from five to 
four. This was really not very legal, as there 
was only four members present, but all the 
same, it was carried unanirnously ! 

On 28th J anua1·y, 1913, the late Mr. Charles 
Hand was elected a member of the Society. In 
that year meetings were held regularly, papers 
read, and good exhibits displayed. 

1914 again saw Mr. JZlagsbrun in the chair, 
Mr. C. Hand vice-chairman, Mr. Levitt hon. 
sec., and Messrs. Jeffries and Blockey, who 
joined that year, as committee members. 

At the outbreak of the great war, Mr. 
Levitt joined H.M. forces and Mr. Geo. Baury 
acted as secretary pro tern. Mr. Baury soon 
took ill, and the members attending left much 
to be desired, so that Mr. Klagsbrun proposed 
that the quorum should be reduce'd again from 
four to three. Th is was carried unanimously 
by the three members present! In that year 
the late Mr. Charles Hand was elected to the 
chair, and although the attendances were still 
small, regular meetings were held. 

In 1915 A. P. Obermeyer was elected to the 
chair the late Mr. Hand acted as vice-chair
man, 'Mr. Baury as acting secretary, _b~t Mr. 
Baury being continually absent through 1l~ness 
Mr. Klagsbrun took over the secretaryship. 

In 1915 we also started our Reference Col
lection and although on account of the war 
there was some delay at the start, we were 
going ahead well, and now the collection is 
the finest in the country as a reference col
lection. The late Mr. C. Hand took charge 
of it and mounted the stamps on loose leaf 
albums. 

1916 again saw Mr. Obermeyer in the chair, 
supported by Messrs. Klagsbrun, HaJ]:d, and 
a few others. 

Messrs. Schleicher, Wagner1 and A11drew 
Watso11 joined that year, 
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The late Mr. C. Hand was elected to the 
chair in 1917, and again the Society flourished, 
not less than 13 new members joining up that 
year, viz: Messrs. Bogner, Prof. ,¥.ager, the 
late Mr. J. D. Robertson, Mr. McNaughton, 
H. Noome, Baron Von Ahlefeldt, and the late 
Mr. H. F. Oelrichs; al:so six country members 
joined that year. 

1918 saw one of our oldest members in the 
chair, Mr. Orenstein, while five new members 
joined up, Messrs. Kerkhof, Major Harring
ton, Mr. Westmaas, and Mr. Harris, also one 
country member. 

In 1919 another old mewber of our Society, 
Mr. Giovanetti, took the chair, and was very 
successful in having big meetings right the 
whole year round; 11 new members: joined up, 
:Mr. McGregor, Mr. Tuttlehee, Mr. Walker, 
Mr. Rau, Mr. Kraamwinkel, Mr. McCormack, 
Mr. Basiter, and Mr. Oldfield, also three 
country members, Messrs. Geo. Paddon, E. 
Budd, and R. W. Hawkes. 

1920 saw Mr. Obermeyer again in the chair 
and we had a very successful year again. 
many new members being enrolled during the 
year and interesting papers read, auctions be
ing held regularly, and many stamps being 
sold and raffled and bought. 

This is the history up to 1920. I hope an
other member will continue it and bring it 
up to date. 

Latest War Provisionals. 

All Mint except where mentioned 
otherwise. 

Australia: 2½d,, 3½d. and 5½d. over
printed on current K.G. VI., 3 diff. 
(Issued for 6 weeks only). Price 2/-

Ceylon: 3 cents on 6 cents ,. . . . . . 4d. 
Ceylon: 3 cents on 20 cents (rare) . . 1/3 
Kenya: 5c, 10c, and 20c, in pairs . . 1/
S. W.A.: Complete set in pairs (Face 5/-) 6/6 
New Zealand Health 1941 used. (2 diff.) I/
Fiji: 2id. on 2d. used . . . . . . . . . . 9d. 

SP:ECIAL OFFER: Rare Sets. 

Nyasaland K.G. V. Leopard, complete 
set, Mint . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 8/6 

S.W.A. Huguenot, complete set in pairs, 
Mint or used . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . 3/

New Zealand Centennials, 12 diff., Mint 
(except 7d.) ................ 7/6 

Australia: 3 War Services, complete Mint 3/
Blocks pro rata. Order early, supplies 

are limited. 

WANTED TO BUY : 

CoHections for Spot Cash. Any Country 
Specialized or Geneml Collections, Highest 

Prices P•aid. 

Why not get cash for any size collections or
stock on the spot? Offers solicited. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 - - CAPE TOWN. 

Established in 'South Africa since 1930. 
First class references, 

r····· ........................................................... , ... 11,,,., •• 11, .. , ••••••••. , 
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A History of British I'ostar1c Stamps, by T. 
Todd. 27 4 pages of text and 40 pages of il
lustrations. Published by Duckworth, 3 
Henrietta Street, London, W.C.2. Price 10s. 
6d. net. 

This book can be commended to anyone in
terested in British postage stamps as accurate, 
detailed enough to be of value to the specialist 
but not to the extent of being boring to every
one but the ultra-specialist; on the contrary, 
it is eminently readable to the average col
lector. 

As the writer himself says in his introduc
tion, the book "deals with the hand-struck and 
adhesive postage stamps of Great Britain 
from the historical point of view and wherever 
possible I have referred to the essays and 
proofs which are prepared before the issue of 
a particular series of stamps. I have only 
mentioned the most outstanding plate varie
ties of the line engraved issues as these have 
been admirably dealt with by Mr. J. D. Sey
mour in the Stamps of Great Britain." 

Much of the information and many of the 
illustrations are here published for the first 
time and the writer must be congratulated in 
having been able to carry through this orig
inal work when himself on active service in 
England. The whole effort is a well balanced 
survey of our knowledge of British postage 
stamps from the time of the Bishop marks in 
1661 to the issues of King George VI. 

Bond Street Stamp Auctions. This, the 16th, 
annual resume of the H. R. Harmer stamp 
auctions, maintains its usual attractive form 
despite war difficulties. We find, for instance, 
the usual illustrated list of high-light prices 
realised, but in addition we now find also ac
counts of auctions held by H. R. Harmer, Inc., 
in New York. 

Anent "markets" Mr. Harmer writes that 
the outstanding feature of the 1940-41 season 
in London was the exceptionally high level of 
prices attained by modern issues, "some of 
them, indeed, reached fig·ures that are 
dangerously near the fantastic, in our view 
... we cannot believe that the present high 
levels of such sets can be maintained after 
existing restrictions are removed at the enrl 
of the war." For the future he advi~es con
centration on fine early European issues. 

New York is the world's philatelic centre 
to-day but America still looks to London as 
the chief source of fine stamps. Much mag
nificent material is still strongly held in 
Britain and he believes that London will re
gain pride of place. 
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"FREE FRANCE" STAMPS. 
( French Equatorial Africa). 

Mr. G. Demasius reports the appearance of 
the following new provisional overprinted 
stamps from this territory: 

(a) Denominations 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 15, 20, 
25, and 35 centimes now overprinted in 
black in the type previously used for 
the air mail stamps. 

(b) For the 4c. value a Middle Congo stamp 
is again employed but this time it is 
not S.G. No. 62 but No. 84 (with the 
overprint "Afrique Equatoriale Fran
caise), "LIBRE" being added below the 
existing overprint. 

(c) Of the Count de Brazza type the 30, 
45, 50 and fi5c. are overprinted 
"LIBRE" in black (formerly in red) 
and the 1 fr. is now overprinted in red. 
The 3, 5 and 20fr. are now in black. 
There is also the 75c. of this series, said 
to be very few in number and already 
an expensive rarity. 

(d) A new Air Mail provisional has been 
made by overprinting the 2f. 50 stamp 
(S.G. No. 33) with "10 F" and "Afrique 
Francaise Libre" in black and in type 
like that of the earlier overprinted air 
stamps. 

UNION CENSOR BANS EXPORT OF 
"WAR COVERS." 

In .a recently received letter from a corres
pondent in U.S.A. the writer enclosed covers 
from American stations in Newfoundland and 
the West Indies asking in return for war 
covers from East Africa. 

The letter was, like much mail from Ameri
ca, opened by the Union censorship, and a 
polite typewritten note was jnserted stating: 
"It is desired to w.arn you that covers such as 
those requested in this letter will not be al
lowed to leave the Union of South Africa." 

We were aware from the British philatelic 
press that such a ban ,vas in force in Great 
Britain on all war covers of the present war; 
now we .are in line here. Exchange of war 
covers from the now world-wide theatres of 
war amongst philatelists will have to be a 
post-war hobby; meamvhile go on collecting 
your local ones, they will all be useful later 
on. 

19H> PIGEON POST. 
We have been advised of the existence of 

a fourth specimen ( only three on record at 
present) of a genuinely flown pigeon post 
message of the peace celebration flight made 
at Cape Town on 2nd August, 1919. This is 
complete with the special mounting card and 
is numbered 85. The whole is offered for sale 
at £25. Anyone interested may obtain the ad
dress of the vendor from the Editor. 

UNION PICTURE POSTCARDS. 
The Union postal authorities have recently 

broken out with several new sets of post
cards, each with a different picture occupying 
the left half of the front of the card; half 
of them have Afrikaans stamps, half English. 
'fhe pictures show such subjects as a lion in 
the Game Reserve, Johannesburg as seen from 
a mine dump, cannon in the Old Fort .at Dur
ban, the Modder River, Bloemfontein, the 
Castle, Cape Town, etc. Mr. S. Legator reports 
having seen 20 different scent's on such cards 
and he draws attention to the curious cir
cumstance that the stamps ( §d, stamps, for 
inland use) are inscribed ''Revenue or In
komste" as well as postage. Probably this is 
explained by a plate for ordinary adhesive 
stamps having been used in the printing. 
These postcards are sold in packets at the 
same price as ordinary cards. 

BRITISH SOMALILAND. 
As a temporary measure post offices in 

British Somaliland have, since the re-occupa
tion, been using Aden stamps. As the new 
stamps for British Somaliland have now been 
despatched, the Aden stamps will probably be 
in process of withdrawal. On cover, with clear 
postmarks, they should be fine items. 

G. J. HOUBERT. 
We regret to announce the death of Mr. 

G. J. Houbert on 27th January. He was 65 
years of age and had been resident in Johan
nesburg since 1887, one year after the city 
came into existence. He had served in the 
accountancy department of "The Star" for 
more than 40 years, retiring in 1935, but re
turning for- war duty in 1940. He recently 
underwent a severe operation but appeared to 
have got over that .and had been back at 
work and at philatelic meetings. 

A collector since 1895, he joined the local 
philatelic society in 1898, was a past Presi
dent and had been Hon. Treasurer for many 
years, retiring only last year on .account of 
increasing deafness. Houbert was elected to 
the roll of distinguished philatelists mainly 
on account of his having been such a fine 
"society man." He had given unstinted ser
vice to the Johannesburg society all his life; 
if ever there was any difficulty in getting an 
exhibit the answer was always, "Oh, ask Hou
bert," and Haubert provided it as a matter 
of course. 

He was a voracious collector and had a wide 
knowledge of the stamps of many countries, 
France, Rhodesia and the Cape being perhaps 
his favourite countries. His exhibits were al
ways models both as regards quality of stamps 
and neatness of mounting. F'or the latter 
characteristic he had been entrusted for many 
years with the Philatelic Society of Johan
nesburg's collection of Southern Africa. 

Peace to you, old friend, but your colleagues 
will miss you greatly. 
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German Soufh -West Africa 
DR. HERBERT MUNK-KOHL'S HANDBOOK. 

Translated by Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie and reprinted by kind permission from the 
"Collectors Club Philatelist." 

( Continued from page 10 of January issue). 

GERMAN STAMPS WITH OPT A2 (contd.) 

As in the case of the previous issue, · the 
most varied sheets were used for overprinting· 
with Opt. A2. Some had marginal imprint 
IIIA, some marginal imprint IIIB and, in both 
cases, right-hand and left-hand panes were 
employed. Also, as other ~heet differentiating
characters there are such points to be noted 
as: vertical or horizontal comb perforation; 
various appearances of the plate numbers on 
the right margins of the right-hand panes; 
blue or violet control jmprints, etc. Distinc
tion of the various printings is possible by 
a consideration of these various characters to
gether with the shades of the original stamps. 

The overprints themselves vary in char
acter from fine to markedly heavy or greasy, 
with all gradations in between. Heavy and 
greasy overprints may both be found on one 
and the same sheet. Light overprints are, 
generally speaking, characteristic of the 
earlier printings. 

A few small defects occur in the printing 
of the overprint, but there are none so dis
tinct and constant that they can be used as 
determining characteristics for particular 
printings or groups of printings. The differ
entiation of particular printings in this issue 
is in any case a matter of purely philatelic 
interest and is in no way so important as in 
the case of the previous issue. 

Bisects. The supply of 5 J)f. stamps ran out 
at Keetmanshoop in June-July, 1900. The post
master there, an active Postal Assistant by 
name of Doms, resorted to issuing· postcards 
over the counter, dividing: 10 pf. stamps in 
half and himself affixing the halves to the 
postcards. 

The bisecting of the 10 pf. stamps was usu
ally done diagonally, sometimes vertically, 
only in very few instances horizontally. 

Postcards already prepared with bisected 
stamps by the public were returned by Doms. 
It is understood that most of the cards pre
pared by himself, which went through the post 
in an approved manner, were sent by members 
of the Protectorate troops to their families 
in Germany. We have Doms· own statement 
that these bisects were not used for any other 
purpose than for franking postcards. 

In July, 1900, .and, later, in September, 
large quantities of postcards with bisected 10 
pf. stamps were postmarked and sent off t_o 
Germany in parcels. These were done by pn-

vate individuals, purely for speculative deal
ing; the cards were either ad-dressed to cer
tain firms in Leipzig, Ff.anover, or Berlin, or 
were left unaddressed so that an address could 
be put in later by any dealer. Suchlike manu
factured articles not sent through the post as 
individual pieces are, of course, philatelic.ally 
worthless. 

On the other hand there are postcards, 
mostly, if not all, dated in September, 1900, 
which are philatelically interesting. Because 
of a lack of stamps ,a cash fee of 5 pf. was 
charged, this being put to account and the 
cards marked with a special frank. Such cards 
show one or other of the two following franks 
in violet from a rubber handstamp: 

(a) 5 Pf bezahlt ( 5 pf. paid) / Postas
sistent ( Postal Assistant) , in two lines with 
the signature "Doms" in manuscript between 
them, or 

(b) In four lines "Franko verrechnet <lurch 
/ Einnahme-N achweisung in / Keetmanshoop
Doms (in MS) / Postassistent" which may be 
translated as "Postage accounted for by 
checked receipt in Keetmanshoop-Doms, Postal 
Assistant." 

On 31st October, 1901, the stamps with Opt. 
A2, as well as all other German Empire 
stamps of Types 9 .and 10, overprinted or non
overprinted, were declared invalid for postage. 
For two months, therefore, stamps of the twc 
Forerunner issues and stamps with Overprints 
Al and A2 were valid simultaneously with 
the definitive issue of the ship pattern. 

The remainders with Opt. A2 still present 
in the colony at the time of demonetization 
were returned to the Imperial Post Offict' 
and later were sold to a Berlin firm of stamp 
dealers. 

FIRST DEFINITIVE ISSUE. 

1901, January. (In Berlin on 17th Decem
ber, 1900, on the occasion of the opening of 
the "Colonial Counter"). Types 1 and 2. 
Definitive issue, the so-called ship pattern (the 
"Hohenzollern" under full steam). The 
pfennig values surface printed, monocoloured 
or bicoloured, on white or on coloured paper, 
perf. 14 x 14¼. The mark values line engraved 
from copper plates, monocoloured or bicol
oured, perf. 26 : 17 perforations. No water
marks. 
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11 3 pf. <lull dark brown 
12 5 pf. green 
13 10 pf. carmine 
14 20 pf. ultramarine, blue 
15 25 pf. reddish orange or dark red 

orange and black on yellow 
16 30 pf. reddish orange and black on 

salmon 
17 40 pf. lake and black 
18 50 pf. purple and black on salmon 
l9 50 pf. carmine and black on rose 
20 1 mk. carmine red 
21 2 mk. dark blue 
22 3 mk. violet black 
23 5 mk. black and carmine 
For the production of the first printing ot 

the surface printed stamps of this issue in 
August-September, 1900, see under "Deutsch
Neu-Guinea" p. 136. As was the case with all 
the ship pattern stamps they were issued in 
Berlin at the opening of the Colonial Counter 
on 17th December, 1900, several weeks before 
the date of their issue: in the colony itself. 

For a description of the preparation of the 
plates, etc., of the surface printed stamps, see 
Vol. I, p. 913, and of the line engraved stamps, 
Vol I, p. 919. 

The surface printed stamps were printed~ 
large sheets each made up of two smaller 
sheets of 100 stamps each, arranged 10 x 10. 
The top margins of the sheets have indicator 
numerals, while the other margins have the 
usual border of fine lines. 

On the lower margins of the sheets, below 
stamps 91-"95 and 96-100 there is the marginal 
imprint "Deutsch-Stidwestafrika." In the 
monocoloured stamps this is printed in the 
colour of the particular stamp; in the bi
coloured stamps it is printed in the black of 
the centre plate. 

The rows of lines on the margins occur in 
the monocoloured stamps both in the pattern 
described in Vol. I, p. fJ13 as Marginal Im
print IIIC and in the older style Marginal 
Imprint IIIB (see illustration I p. 905) ; in 
the bicoloured stamps the Marginal Imprint 
is always of type IIIA (illustration I, 905). 
,ve have not seen any Index Numbers 
(Double-Plate Numbers) on sheets with Mar
ginal Imprint IIIC (compare the correspond
ing remark under "Deutsch-Neu-Guinea"). 

In the bicoloured surface printed stamps 
there is to be found here also on the left mar
gin of all left-hand panes the number "128" 
printed in the colour of the frame. The sig
nificance of this figure has never been ascer-
tained. i I 

The Control Imprint (see Vol. I, p. 901) in · 
this issue appears only to occur in violet. The. 
perforation is sometimes vertical and some-;' 
times horizontal comb perforation. i 

The printers' sheets of the engraved stamps,·' 
like those of German New Guinea and German;I 
East Africa, had at least two panes consisting:

1 

of five horizontal rows of four stamps each,j 
Also like them the margins were always per-

forated through either on both sides or on 
the right-hand side only, never on the left
hand side only. 

The red colour of the 5 mark .stamps has 
stained much of the paper red under the in
fluence of the tropical climate and in the 
surface printed stamps the gum and paper of 
sheets which have been a long time in Africa 
are usually somewhat yellowed. 

2 pf. stamps of the ship pattern, of a bluish
grey colour, exist only in proof condition; 
these proofs were made in blocks of ·2 x 2 to
gether with similar proofs of Samoa, Caroline 
Is., and Cameroons (all likewise in blocks of 
2 x 2) so they made altogether sheets of 16 
stamps each, but there is nothing larger than 
blocks of 4 of the 2 pf. proofs of any individ
ual one of these four colonies. The perforation 
paper and gum of these 2 pf. proofs corres~ 
pond exactly with those of the issued -stamps 
of the same pattern. 

Bisects of the 10 pf. stamp (No. 13) from 
Kubub, Swakopmund and Windhoek in 1905-
06 _.and ~rom Ltide~itzbuch_t in 1907 are simply 
philatelic speculat10ns without authorization 
and completely without any justification or 
need for their use. According to Friedemann 
it is doubtful even if these · specimens really 
travelled through the post at all. Some similar 
bisects have been seen from Swakopmund 
overprinted "5pf." with a rubber handstamp. 

A large batch of the remainders of this un
watermarked issue was put up for auction by 
the Imperial Post Office in September, 1921; 
other lots were sold outright from June 1919 
onwards ( Friedemann gives exact qua~tities: 
p. 42). Used copies of the high values, taken 
off parcel cards, etc., ,Yere officially auctioned 
from December, 1910, onwards; later, such 
stamps formed part of the numerous lots of 
German colonial stamps which were sold by 
the Imperial Postal Museum to a philatelist 
in Milan in November, 1923. 

(To he continued). 

RE-USED ENVELOPES. 
We note that re-used envelopes .are becom

ing fairly common here in official Govern
ment correspondence. In Britain they are em
ployed for internal use but they are apparently 
liable to be stopped by the Censor if employed 
for correspondence outside the country, al
though we have seen some such envelopes 
arriving here without having been opened by 
any censor. 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 
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Politics and Philately 
1n Australia 

By PROF. H. A. WAGER. 

Federation of all the separate states of Aus
tralia took place in 1901 and the Common
wealth of Australia came into being. Up to 
this time each state printed and issued jts 
own postage stamps and they were all dif
ferent. Nevertheless, even after federation, it 
was not before January, 1913, that the first 
Commonwealth stamp was issued and the 
issue of the subsequent issues is of great in
terest. No Commemorative stamps of this 
memorable occasion were ever issued and this 
when philately began to be swamped with so 
many commemoratives from different coun
tries. All sorts of dates and centenaries were 
hunted up. The United States probably J-.eads 
the list with over 70 commemoratives since 
1900. 

The reason for what now appears to be an 
unnecessary and unaccountable delay of a 
common issue was to a very large extent po
litical. The two major parties in the Federal 
Parliament were Radical and Conservative. 
The Conservative party wished for a stamp 
with a design of Empire significance or Roy
alty, etc. The Radical or Labour party were 
all out for a stamp with a truly characteristic 
Australian design. There were more than fifty 
essays of stamps during the period 1903 to 
1907, all brought forward to bring about a 
speedy issue. 

Then early in 1911 it was decided to hold a 
world wide competition. A first prize of £100 
and a second of £50 ,vere offered by the Post
master-General's Department for the success
ful designs. Upwards nf a thousand entries 
were received. Mr. Altman, of St. Kilda, Vic
toria, secured first prize, and the second prize 
was divided amongst two competitors frnm 
England. After various alterations, the first 
Commonwealth postage stamps were promised 
for January 1, 1913, and when the post offi
ces were opened after the New Year holiday 
on January 2, a supply of the new penny 
stamps was actually available. 

This issue, not, however, the prize design, 
is known as the first Kangaroo issue and there 
were 15 denominations. They were issued in 
all states, but they were: however, only 
brought into use as required, stocks on h3nd 
of state stamps being first disposed of. Th2 
printing was done in Melbourne. On the de
f eat of the Labour government in 1913, 0ne 
of the first acts of the new Cook Administra
tion was to set in train arrangements for the 
1·eplacement of the KD.ngaroo stamps by a new 
issue. The old designs submitted for the com
petition were resurrected and it was decided 

to press forward with the preparation of new 
stamps as quickly as possible. The prize de
sign was now made use of but it was found 
to be somewhat overcrowded and it was 
slightly modified for the penny value and 
fresh designs were submitted for the other 
values. Values of ld., 2d., 6d,, and ls. were 
decided upon but only the ld. and 6d. values 
were issued. The 2d. and ls. values, although 
prepared, were never issued. 

In its turn the Cook government was de
feated in 1914, and the Fisher government, 
again in power, withdrew the issue with the 
King's head, and those values of the Kan
garoo series, not already disposed of, were 
brought into use. In 1914, owing to war con
ditions, all the issues were kept going for a 
considerable time and a point of philatelic in
terest is noticeable. Stamp paper was diffi
cult to obtain, and as there was a good sup
ply on hand of the paper used for the Georg
jan stamps, it was decided to utilize some_ of 
this for the Kangaroo stamps. The Georgian 
stamps being of a different size and shape 
from the Kangaroo series and the sheets being 
somewhat larger, the stamps rarely show the 
watermark well centred. This is sometimes a 
help in distinguishing the different issues. 

UGANDA. 
In the Philatelic Magazine of 5th December 

a very interesting account is given by the 
Rev. Canon Rowling of how he printed the 
first printed set of Uganda stamps in 1896. 
His first job was to mend the one and only 
printing press in the country; after this he 
proceeded to set up type for 16 stamps but 
found the quantity of uniform type not quite 
sufficient for even this number, hence the 
small "o" in one "PoSTAGE" and the thin 
"i" on one 1 .anna stamp. 

To make forgery less easy he alt<::red the 
designs somewhat on each value, shifting the 
position, etc., of the stars and daggers. The 
stamps were only valid for postage as far as 
Mombasa· for carriage overseas the Coast 
Agents there added stamps of the East Afri
can Protectorate. 

(!11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111!1 

~~~a. & K.~~~ 
The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally off er most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 

86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. _ 
a·•··••111111111u111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 .. ,u,1111111IiJ 
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REMEMBER YOUR LESSON 

An Open Letter to American Philatelists 

[The following letter, although published in 
the American Philatelist of June, 1941, is not 
out of date. It should be of interest to both 
dealers ~nd collectors in this country, putting 
them wise as to the state of the world's 

philatelic market.--Ed.] 

Dear Friends, 
Yes, I h~ve many friends in the States, 

personal f n~nds . known to me, also friends 
th!ough philatelic correspondence, putting 
as!de the fact that all democratic peoples are 
friends to-day. 

I am impelled to write this as a result of 
certain letters which have reached me in the 
past wee½ or _two which indicate that many 
of you philatelists across the Atlantic are very 
slow not only at learning a lesson but even 
of remembering what has passed under your 
own eyes. I refer to the position of good 
stamps and good philatelic material during the 
present war. 

Some ten days ago a well known collector 
in the United States wrote me saying that he 
wanted to buy on a long want list of China. 
He stated that he was buying at 1/3 rd. Scott 
b~t that he could, in certain cases for verv 
fme and exceptionally well centred stamp~ 
pay one half Scott which was above the mar~ 
ket value of such stamps out there. 

Following this came another letter enclos
ing a specialised priced catalogue of a certain 
European country-a catalogue printed in the 
U.S.A.-and asking me to obtain and supply 
any stamps I could get on a slight discoun't 
off these prices. 

Finally to-day two more letters arrive in 
one of which the writer says "I have been 
picking up this kind of material over here 
for years at half the price you ask because 
our dealers know nothing about them." "These 
stamps" are specialized material of a countrv 
now entirely closed to the outside world which 
are all quoted in the specialised catalogues 
and which, before the war were selling at very 
high prices and much sought after and are 
now almost unobtainable. The other letter, in 
much the same strain, says "the material is 
very interesting but we cannot get these prices 
over here. This is a funny market for any
thing but stamps of the U.S.A." 

My reply to the first letter is that ever 
since China went to war with Japan I have 
been selling all the good China stamps I could 
get hold of to Chinese dealers at ha]f Gibbons, 
which is much higher priced than Scott. 

The reply to the second letter is obvious. 
American stamp dealers seldom study any
thing but the one catalogue and, as a whole, 
know little beyond that, .and my correspondent 
has therefore benefited by their ignorc1,nce but 

if he requires what he cannot obtain now he 
m~st obviously pay market prices in coun
tries where values are known. 

To the collector who enclosed the catalogue 
I_ can only reply that he is miles behind the 
tunes and does not realise what changes in 
va!ue the war has brought about because the 
pnces in the listin:g he sends are already at 
~eas~ half what those same stamps are fetch
mg m London auctions to-day. And the reply 
to the last letter quoted is much the same as 
the second. 

This brings me to my point. A few years ag·o 
world prices for philatelic material were more 
or less stable and for the rarer material and 
pieces of a specialist nature, prices were' only 
governed by rarity and what the buyer would 
pay for what really interested him. 

But your lesson should have been learnt by 
events in your own coantry. 

It has long been an axiom that in times of 
~.ar or e_conomic upset the value of stamps 
rises rapidly. This is due to the fact that 
stamps have a world wide market and while 
the value of the dollar, or the pound or the 
fra~c may fluctuate stamps will always fetch 
their value in some country. Added to this is 
the fact that stamps are the most portable 
form of currency in existence and good ob
solete stamps and fine philatelic properties 
cannot be reprinted like currency notes. 

As ex~mp~es ~f this I have only to quote 
the rapid nse m stamp values during the 
19~4-18 War and the hitherto unheard of 
prices fetched in auction by fine U.S. stamps 
during the slump in the States in H.)30. 

China is invaded by Japan and China 
pr?mptly wants to buy her stamps at higher 
pnces than before. 

When Germany started this present war the 
p_rices of stamps in France at once began to 
rise and the dealers of France, Belgium and 
Holland and other countries flocked to Lon
don to buy good stamps. Prices rose rapidly 
because not only collectors but even specu
lators _wanted stamps, realising they were 1:i 
safer mvestment than currency which might 
suffer inflation during or after the war 
sounder than stocks, shares or bonds and mor~ 
portable than either. 

Some dismal _jimm~es over here, forgetting 
the facts, predicted m 1939 that the British 
stai:np market would fade away. Their hopes 
revived when the Continent began to buy in 
earnest in the fall of 1939 and the spring of 
1940, but they again prophesied disaster when 
Germany invaded Denmark. Holland, Belgium 
and France. 

Once again, however, the rule has he]d. 
Good stamps and good philatelic properties 
have risen out of all proportion over here for 
exactly the same economic reasons in spite of 
the fact that so many more collectors are in 
the forces and that on account of totalitarian 
methods of warfare so many collectors have 
been compelled to put their collections away in 
safety "for the duration." And this rise will 
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go on because in this war, unlike the Great 
War, the whole of the Continent is closed as 
a source of supply and there is a terrible 
shortage of supply. 

There will be no slomp after this war be
cause it is not Germany alone which will suf
fer a depression of currency in the end, but 
most of Europe and because totalitarian war 
has destroyed so many stocks and collections. 
The loss in one fire in Chancery Lene, Lon
don, alone meant the total loss of a tremendous 
stock of stamps belonging to dealers, auction
eers and collectors. What has been lost else
where in other blitzes in Great Britain is 
unknown. What must have been lost in the 
recent destruction of Belgrade or the earlier 
blitzes in Holland and Belgium, to suggest 
just a few catastrophies brought about by the 
bloody Hun? 

Yet after the examples of the past and the 
obvious lesson of the past two years, you 
Americans are still thinking in pre-war prices 
and under pre-war conditions of market and 
supply. 

It is almost impossible to buy here to-day. 
The supply gets shorter and shorter as col
lectors here, abroad and in the Colonies invest 
in stamps. Bids at auction by post are almost 
hopeless as there is no means of gauging 
values as prices rise. If one wishes to buy 
one must attend the sale and be prepared to 
pay any price to which the lots rise. 

Personally I do not worry as I have learnt 
my lesson that philatelic material-stamps, 
proofs, covers--is better thap_ currency and 
from the very outset I took the opportunity 
to add both to my private collection and my 
stocks whenever opportunity offered. If you 
know your stamps and appreciate the better 
things you cannot go wrong. The rarity of 
to-day will be infinitely more rare and more 
marketable when peace comes and if the dol
lar or the pound is worth less then, you can 
still turn your stamps into currency of some 
other country. 

Yours philatelically, 
E. F. HURT, 

Harpenden, England, April 15th, 1941. 

"M.E.F." STAMPS. 
Corroborating the information published in 

our November issue as coming from an old 
contributol' Mr. I. H. C. Godfrey, who is now 
somewhere in occupied territory in N.E. Afri
ca, the British philatelic press of December 
announces this issue, viz: the current ld., 2d., 
2!Jd., 3d. and 5d. stamps of Great Britain over
printed "M.E.F.'' (Middle East Forces). Mr. 
Godfrey gave a Hd. value but not the 3d. 
value; coming from nearer the horse's mouth, 
however, the later information is probably 
correct. 

Although the stamps are marked M.E.F. 
they are presumably as much for civilian as 
army use in the occupied territories, being in 
this respect on a par with the "E.E.F." stamps 
of Palestine in the last war. 

New Arrivals 
3 Hongkong 1941 Jubilee m. . 1/-
9 North Mongolia 1934 Air cpl. 
m, •• •• , .. I•, ••• , 1 , • , , , , 2/6 

16 Fiume 1919 2c-5cor. cpl. . . . . 3/6 
1 Cuba Stamp centenary cpl. u.. 1/-
6 Kenya on Union cpl. m. ,. . . . 1/6 

11 Chile 1936 Cent. cpl. to P5. . . 7 /6 
2 Ceylon War prov. cpl. m. or u .. 2/6 

12 New Guinea 1919-1939 1,. , •• 2/6 
Nett, post free. 

UNION 1{-d. GOLD MINE. 

Specialised selections of this stamp, 
incl. arrows and sheet-corners sets of 
the scarce plate 2, as well as distin
guishing plate v.arieties, etc., available 

on request. References please. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

[!)11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 uu111111111111111111n1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111f!l 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, A USTRALIAr-i STA TES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, :Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at over 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 W esthill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
liJllllllllllllllll•IIHIIIIUUIUIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUUU&Ull•1•11•MUIH•t1Hllllll•111•1nun1111••1111 .. 11 .. •111111•1nu•11t1•• .. 111•1•• .......... 11111••••••11•1e•1•111111111[j! 
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Society~ 

TJUJ PHILATELIC SOCJETY 01◄' JOI-TANNRSBPRCT. 
President, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, F. J. H. Lang, 

Box 4967, Johannesburg. Jlfeetings, 2nd Tuesdays, 
~anlam Buildings, Loveday Street, Johannesburg. 

November 11.--As usual the November nweting 
consisted mostly of Hospital Night Auction, which 
has become an annual e,·ent. Even though there 
was not as much material offerPd for a11etion this 
year as in previous years, a su111 of £21 was re
alised to be sent to the Johannesburg Genioral Hos
pital. 

It ,vas announcPd that the :::;oeiety hact sent a 
further £10 contribution to the South African Red 
Cross. Also, the Club had been able to send a 
contribution of £20 to the l\ferehant Na, y Lengue 
Fund. 

:.\Ir. A. L. Farro,, was ele,-.ted a new member. 

December 9.~-Beginning with this meeting a 
change in our Agenda was nrnde, to the complete 
satisfaction of all presPnt. 'J'his consisted in tabling 
1he exhibits for the evening at the commenf:ernent of 
the session rather than after the tea interval as here
tofore. 

:.\Ir. OppPnheim tabled a comprehensive 3nd beau
tiful exhibit of the modern Bl'itish ,vest Indies, 
and also read an interesting paper in connection with 
this exhibit. 

:;_\fr. Johnstone exhibited a philatelic gem in tlw 
form of a collection of J'l,ont ~cotia. In commenting
on the exhibits Mr. CurHon-Jones gan! some very 
interesting facts und figures eoncerning thf! im
portance of the port of Halifax, No,·a Scotia, in the 
present war. 

At this meeting ~fr. G. L. Overbury was elected a 
lH'W member. 

January 13.-There was quite a gooct attendance 
at this meeting, especially due to the fact that on 
this occasion several members of thei Pretoria Society 
joined witll us in an offic;a1 Yisit. In tlw absence 
of our honorary president and Yice-president. :\Ir. 
F. E. Ingham, took the ('hair and welcomed the 
Yisitors. 

:\Ir. EL C. :::llatem was elt·cted a new member. 
Our gtwsis r<~g-aled us with three exhibits and an 

interesting paper rf'ad by l\Ir. Hudd, in connection 
with his exhibit of Emisi,ions in connection with 
stamp exhibitioni; and 1,liilatelic congresses; also 
propaganda labels, postcards ~m<l postmarks com
memorating these speeial occasions. Among the 
items included in :.\Ir. Rudd's Pxhibit was a miniaturP 
sheet dated 1881 comprisinp; replica of the first 
stamps of Austria dated 18i'i1. Also C.S,,\. 1908 
Columbus Philatelic Congre:;,s, Lt1ndon Stamp Exhi
bition of 1890, Commernorative Stamps consisted l)f 
Mauritius Stamps onTprinted. This was a yery un
usual collection, and al1hough not all stawp collec
tors are interested in sud; materi:1J, it -..vas the eon
census of thoseJ preEent tlmt Mr. Rudd had succeed<>d 
in an outstanding fasliion in ntluing his spPciality 
by assembling a collection of his histol'ically inter
esting material and pref,enting an exhibit which was 
out of the ordinary and all tlw more to his credit 
due to the fact that so little lit<c'rature is available 
on this subject. 'l'he other two exhibitors were 
Messrs. ,vright and ,Ya tson. 'l'he former ta bled an 
interesting collection of postal stationery and tlw 
latter the stamps of the :!6 Signatory Co1mtriPs of 
the Pact of Alliance agninst the Axis. 'l'his la tte1· 
exhibit illustrated VP1·y ('Onelusively the extent of 
the world-wide resistan<·P to Axis aggression. A vote 
of thanks was PXPl'PSSPd on the part of the mPm
bers by both ~fr. Buehnn and Mr. Redford. 'rhe 
opposite views wlti<•I\ eaeh PxpressPd ln eonnection, 
espeeially with the exl1ibit tablefl by l\Ir. Wright, 
were of essential iutere:,:t to those present, as their 

remarks served to emphasise the individnali1y and 
true democracy of our hobby. 

During recent meetings the amount of material 
offered for auction either for vrin1te sale or for 
\Var l◄'unds has dwindled to insignificant proportions. 
and it is hoped that at suhs<'qm•nt meetings members 
will assist in making this featm·e of our nweting~ 
more interesting and more be1wficial to om· ,var 
Funds by contributing or offering material to !JP 
auetioned. 

II.KB. 

PHILATJ~LJC SOCII.J'l'Y OJ<-, NATAL. 

Prc8ident. P. C. Bishop; Ilon. Sec., G. ::.\Iilner 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st Wed
nesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau. ,vest Street. 

Our Society started the New Year bravely with 
an attendance of 37 rnemb<ers at the meeting of 
January 7. '.rhe President welcomed two visitors
l\Ir. Lawrie, of Glasgow, a member of the Scottish 
Philatelic Society, and Dr. Alex Kaplan, of GPr-
miston. · 

Three new members. Messrs. C. Smith, B. Gudgeon, 
and II. H. Hadany, were elected to tlw Society fol
lowing on the provisional :1eceptance of their appli
cations at the previous meeting. 

Included in the lots offe1·<>d at our usual auction 
sale was tbe sma 11 coll<->etion of a young member 
who is "going North" on military service. This re
alised £15. 

A discussion hadng nriS<'ll ou the subject of rust 
in stamps, Mr. Hiehes gave it as his expel'ience that 
if collections were housed in albums of good quality 
anct occasionally brought out fi,, an airing on sunny 
days there would be no J'enr of rust. The president 
1·ecalled the research work of the late J\Ir. Lovejoy. 
who unhappily had died before his investigations 
could reach finality. Mr. Gag-el then elech'ified thP 
meeting with the information that he knew of :i 
definite cure for rust. At the president's invitation 
he agreed to demonstrate the same at the F<'lirnary 
meeting of the Society. 

An excellent display of l1i.;; U.S.A. collection ,ms 
given by :\Ir. ,v. l' .. Angus, and this ,vas followed 
hy an exhibition of the stamps of l\Ialta by 011r 
Germiston visitor, Dr. Kt,plnn. 'l'ile members' l hanks 
to these exhibitors ,vere conveyed respectively hy 
the presidf'nt and :\Ir. H. JI. Hurst. 

G.:\I.P. 

0.1<',.:-; .• \ND J:ASL1'l'OLAND Pl!ILA'l'l◄}L1C SOCIJ!JTY 
Presiclent_, J\1r. J. n. Levy; Hon. Secretary, J\lr. 

R. C. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
Fridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Blo<'mfontein. 

At the January meeting, :i large anction f.ale of 
albums. stamps. e<fferr, and philatelic literature was 
held in aid of the Governor-General's Fund. 'l'lw 
auctioneering was done by :Ur. ,Y. Dickie-Clark in 
an able and humorous manner. 'l'he bidding was 
brisk, and a satisfactorv amount was realized for the 
l<'und. · 

There were also three i11terpsting rollections on 
display. 

'!'he first exhibit was givPn hy :.\Ir. fl. L. Kaplan 
who showed a specialised collection of "O.F.:4. 
'l'elegraph Stamps." 'l'hen, was harclly :in itPm miss
ing, and even the scarcer V.H.J. and Army 'l'ele
graph stamps were well r<'prcsenwd wiih a nt'!mhr>1· 
of major and minor va rietiPs. 

J\1r. ,T. B. Levy showed some piel;:e,d "gems·• from 
his Union Collection. ~pee1al interest WPS aro11,:p(l 
by the many "joined pnper" varieth~s. represrnt<->rl 
in most of thel Pnion isirnes. also a typograplwd 1 d. 
pair, ,vithout watermark nnd a l½d. pair on "re
paired paper." 

Dr. K. F1·euncl g:1xe an 01·iginal display of "Patl'i
otic covers 1941," a colleetion rPpresenting phila !Ply 
in lighter vein. There ,vPre Yarious covers 0xpressing 
in some way or other the patriotic sentiment of 
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the sender. CoYers with a nuiety of Yignettes of thP 
many war funds, stamps defaced with a "V" and 
passed by the postal a uthol'ities, a British King's 
Head on a t:nion cover, etc. 

A vote of thanks was passed by the chairman to 
the auctioneer and the exhibitors. 

K.F. 

XYASALAXD STA)IP CLUB. 

The January meeting was well attended; nineteen 
senior and eleYen juniors were present. 

1\Ir. "'· D. Fan1uhar took the chair, minutes of 
the December meeting v,pre read and confirmed. 

Dr. D. Baird proposed that "1\lr. ,v. D. Farquhar 
be elected chairman to succeed the late Mr. A. J. 
:-;torey who passed away on the 4th December, 1941." 
Dr. Bail'd also proi.,-osec1 that ")Ir. .T. R. Shearer 
h•.~ elected vice-chairman to sucCf!Pd :ur. I<~ar11uhar." 
Mr. ,v. Frankish seconded Dr. Baird's prnposals; 
all members present voiced their unanimous approval 
with a hearty vote of thanks to )Ir. Farquhar and 
)fr. Shearer in accepting office. 

Recent news items of interest ,vere read out from 
their Journals by J\Ir. Farquhar and J\Ir. Booth. 

Although many juniors wHe unable to attend, 
eleven turned up and enjoyed an interesting evening, 
again kindly and ably arranged for them by Miss 
'l'aylor and ::\lr. Mercier; their willing and valuable 
help to the juniors is fully appreciated by nil. Miss 
Taylor and ::\Ir. )Jercier "·ere tlianked by the hon. 
sec. 01, behalf of' the junior and senior members. 

Sales and exchanges from i:'I0IJle thirty-three ap
prnval books and other Hheets on offer were very 
good. 

Light refrpshmentH brought the meeting to a close 
about 7 p.m. 

L.,"J.D. 

PRETORIA PHJL.\'l'ELIC SOCIETY. 

President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretar!}, H. A. 
Wager. P.O. Box 514. Meetings, 1st and :3rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

January 5.-::\fr. Hawke read an inter<'Hting ae
eount of suggestions to imprnYe catalogues in Yiew 
of their increasing bulk. 

8hort papers were given. Alr. Giovanetti spoke on 
the propaganda of the S.A. Airmail service and 
shO\ved two interesting covers. Prof. ,Yager 1·ead a 
paper on Politics and PJ1iJately haying to do with 
the issue of the first Commonwealth stamps of 
Australia long after FPderation hul taken place. l\Ir. 
Hawke gave a talk on the stamp-issuing countries 
of the Pacific Ocean now in the throes of war. Mr. 
])odd gave a talk on the Argentine wherP he had 
lived for many year8. He tabled :i nice, co1lec1ion of 
• \rgentine stamps. :.vJ.1·. i':\imenhoff thanked the 
speakPrs. 

Prof. ,YagPr showed a eollection of Guatemala. 
.January 1n.-:M1·. ,Yatson read so111e rPePnt phila

tPlic Pxtracts. 
Dr. Broom gave an intPr<'sting- talk on what he 

thought stamp collecting m<':rnt. He still had many 
of the stamps he had coll!~eted as a boy. He depre
eated thP introduction of t·omnie1·cialism into phil
ately and pointed out wlia t a lot of stamp8 w<>re 
now . issued purely as money-making ventures, 
especially in stamps that wel'e hardly ever used post
ally such as charity stamps, officials, c-ommemor
atives, etc. He tabled some interesting sheets from 
his collection. 

Prof. ,vage!' showed hiS/ rollection of Gren t 
B1·itain, and )Ir. Dodd some sheets of intPresting 
items. 

H.A.\V, 

NYASALAND. 
New Colours: ~d. brown, ld. green, Hd. 

grey, and 2d. red will shortly replace the cur, 
rent colours of th~s~ vaJu~s. -

KENYA, UGANDA AND TANGANYIKA. 

The Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly reports 
the current £1 stamp as having been dis
covered without watermark and perforated 14 
at the sides, top and bottom being presumably 
1 U as before. 

Many papers are tipping the overprints on 
Union stamps as investments. 

THE PACIFIC. 

As a result of Japanese activities many 
stamp issuing territories in the Far East and 
the Pacific will doubtless be productive of 
philatelic evidences of the war, but as they will 
all be in enemy hands for some time we will 
have to wait a bit to learn what they are. 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal in particular and old South
ern Africans generally, wanted by: 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town . 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch Belgian Danish, Por
tuguese; all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Imperf orate Issues of all 
countries (both scarce and common). 
Cape pre-stamp covers. 

G. Carleton Jones, F.R.P.S.L., Box 
1167, Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Somaliland 1938, mint 2, 3, " 
and 5 Rupees. Best off er to 

S. Kag,anson, 440 Albert Road, Salt 
River, C.P. 

0111t 11 U"P~~~~ ~~"'"'~I~ 11 ~~1111 ~!~I ~1111,' I lJln ~•, 1, f'' 111111f111111111111 ~•~~• ~ ~ ~ 1111 ct 
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In a communication datf)d 14th February 
the Controller of Propaganda, G.P.O. Public
ity Department, gives the following informa
tion regarding printings made between 
8.10.41 and 7.1.42: 

ORD IN ARY POST AGE STAMPS. 
M. Job No. 13909. Total sheets delivered to 

date 253,000. Cylinders as given in Septem
ber issue. 

Hd. Job No. 16782. Total sheets delivered to 
-date 284,000. Cylinders as given in Septem
ber issue. 

ls. Job No. 1665. 57,300 sheets of 120 cielivered 
between 11th and 18th December. Old 
cylinders, 6925 Int. and 38 Ext. 

2s. 6d. Job No. 6838. 18,150 sheets of 60 de
livered between 9th and 11th December. Old 
cylinders, 27 Int. and 7017 Ext. 

M. Roll stamps. Job No. 146. Total delivered 
since 17.6.41 equals 800 rolls of 500, 2,280 
rolls of 1,000 and 2,647 sheets of 240. 
Cylinders as before, 7020 Int. and 5 Ext. 

.Job No. 5979 for 2,000 rolls of 500 has 
been started, but no <leliveries have as yet 
been made. Cylinders as before. 

ld. Roll stamps. Job No. 7659, Total delivered 
since 11.3.41 equals 1,8G2 rolls of 1,000 and 
2,257 sheets of 240. Cylinders .as before 
23 Int. and 24 Ext. 

WAR STAMPS. 
ld .• Job No._ 1278. Total delivery since 23.9.41 

equals 114,500 sheets of 240. Cylinder 6922. 
ls. Job No. 1284. 78,300 :::heets of 120 delivered 

between 14.10.41 and 2.12.41. Cylinder No. 
43, new. 

~d. Job No. 1277. 112,000 sheets of 24Q de
livered o.n or subsequent to 6.11.41. Cylmder ,:~. _____ 
No. 7, new. 

Bd. Job No. 1279. G9,000 sheets of 240 de-
livered on or subsequent to 23.12.41. 
Cylinder No. 15, new. td 

S.W.A. WAR STAMPS. 
The following were rnpplied from P . .iVI.G.'s 

stocks and overprinted S.W.A. on a flat-hed 
printing machine: ld., 11250 i'heets; ] s., 760 
sheets; id., l,400 :=-heets; and Hd., 2,150 
sheets. 

POSTAGE DUE STAMPS. 
ld. Job No. 4 772. 10,600 sheets of 60 delivered 

on 25.11.41. Old cylinders, 13 Int. and 39 
Ext. 

3d. Job No. 4817. 4,800 sheets of 60 delivered 
on 25.11.41. Old cylinders, (1935 Int. and 39 
Ext. 

BOOKLETS. 
Job No. 12906. Totals now delivered in this 

job are given as 253,960 hooks containing 
only ld. and 1d. stamps (same figure as 
given in our December issue) and 62,400 
books containing ict., ld. and Hd. stamps. 
Cylinder numbers given in our ,June last 
issue. 

ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS. 
3d. Job No. 3255. Total to date 3,292,400. 

Cylinder as given in December issuP. 

INLAND POSTCARDS. 
?id. Job. No. 5484. Total to date since 30.9.41 

402,240. ( Printed Li tho flat-bed printing 
machine from new plates.) 

PICTORIAL POSTCARDS. 
id. Job No. 647. 478,080 on or subsequent to 

27.11.41. New cylinder (one colour) No. 85. 

V CANCELLATIONS. 
A correspondent draws attention to the fact 

that V cancellations are in use in Australia 
as well as in Canada. 

They have now appeared in the Union also 
on machine cancellations as the accompanying 
illustration shows. Perhaps readers will in
form us in what other towns they are in use. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

26 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. March, 1942. 

NEW SETIVICE LETTER CATIDS. 

The Robertson Stamp Co. reports that in 
the most recent issue of these cards the 3d. 
stamp now has the design of the original !:M. 
pictorial, but the Afrikaans stamps hav< 
Suid-Afrika hyphenated as in the seconcl 
design. 

The S.\V.A. overprint has been changed, the 
letters now having scrip instead of being 
sans-serif. ( This change is on the original 
type of stamps.) 

It may be noted also that Union Service 
letter cards are av.ailalile for use in the Pro
tectorates of Basutoland, Swaziland and 
Bechuanaland. 

UNION WAR "V ARIETlES." 
The Union War Stamps appear to be pleas

ingly free from varieties, major or minor) 
or errors, as there has been 110 rush so far of 
reports of "fly spots" or other defects. 

The Robertson Stamp Co. reports that the 
ls. denomination is now appearing in a shade 
of brown considerably lighter than that of 
the first stamps which were on sale. 

Mr. J. G. Richards states that in the Hd. 
stamp row 16 No. 9 there iE a white V on 
the airman's right shoulde1· and that on No. 
9 of row 18 there is a white spot above the 
airman's right shoulder. 

Mr. C. Calitz states that he has seen a large 
''blot" in the (? upper or lo-wer) left-hand 
corner, but as it was on a single stamp he 
could not place it on the sheet. 

BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE. 
How many readers are aware that phila

telically this is a bilingual country? Probably 
not many, unless they are collectors of postal 
stationery as well as of adhesive stamps. The 
adhesives of Bechuanaland have inscriptions 
only in English, but the stamps of its postal 
stationery have also inscriptio.ns in the offi
cial native langauge of the territory
Sechuana. 

Basutoland and Swaziland have not fol
lowed the lead of Bechuanaland in this 
respect. 

(!]11:1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111110 

=======B. & K. ~====~ 
The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
( except recent issues) 

and can generally off er most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
_ BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., :: 
§ 86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. ~ 
G .................................. , .... ,, ........................... , ....... ,,:.,u,,,.,,.,m 

Special Offers 
for March 

2 North Bomeo War Tax cpl. mint . . 1/-

3 Moz. Coy. -Charity 1932/33/41 cpl. 
mint . . . . • . . . • • . . . • • • .. . . . 1/-

6 Moz. Coy_ Restauration 1940, cpl. mint 1/6 

1 Union 1910 2}d. Commemo. used Basuto-
land . . . . . .· • . • • . . . • . . . . . . 4/6 

16 Union l!J40/41 War cpl. on 8 F.D. 
covers .. . . . . . . . 10/6 

8 S.W.A. War issue, 4 val. on F.D. 
covers . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 5/6 

Nett, c.w.o. post free. 

1942 catalog. "Reliant," South African 
section . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,. . 1/6 

Post free. 
O.F.S. Numeral Cancellations and Special 
Postmarks: Selections have been re-made and 
are available, on request, against refer-

ences. 

A. • LICHTE,NSTEIN r--
P.O. Box 576, ;:;. 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. "\ "'rf c. ► 

[!111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[!) 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at over 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 W esthill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
Iii Ulllllllllllllllllllll 11111111111u111111111111111111111111111111111111111u1111111111.tllllllllllllllllll lllllllllllllllllll I IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUI 11111111111111111111 .. ,1,1111111111111111111111111111 [i 
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The Postal Stationery of the Union of South Africa 

By SAM LEGATOR. 

Although collectors are concerned chiefly 
with the adhesives of the Union of South 
Africa, recent world-wide reawakening in
terest in Postal Stationery has created a de
mand for Postal Cards, Newspaper Wrappers, 
Letter Cards, Registered Envelopes, and 
stamped envelopes of this country, as well as 
for more information about them. 

This branch of philately has been sadly 
neglected in South Africa, and this descrip
tive Check List is a.n effort by the writer to 
assist those who are interested, and those 
who would like to be. 

POSTCARDS, NEW SP APER WRAPPERS. 
LETTERCARDS. ENVELOPES. 

REGISTERED LETTERS. 
(1) POSTCARDS. (Approximat,ely 

89 x 140 mm.) 
POSTCARD. POSTKAART. 

1913-
The first issue of Union of South Africa 

Post Cards. The stamp corresponds with the 
contemporary adhesive, except that the words 
"Postage" "Revenue" are omitted. 

Head of King Georg'e V. Inscription in 
English and Dutch, as follows: 

"The address only to be written on this 
side." 

"Deze zyde is voor het adres aUeen.'' 
P.1. ~d. Yellow Green. On Buff Card. O,n 

White Card. On Grey White Card. 
P.2. ld. Red. On Cream Card. Also shades of 

Cream. This card was for overseas US'e, and to 
conform with the Postal Union Regulations, 
it was inscribed in addition as P.1. as follows: 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE 
CARTE POSTALE. 

P.3. REPLY PAID. 
M. + M. Yellow Green on Cream. 
Consists of a Double size Card, rouletted 

through the centre and folded dow.n. Stamp 
on each half. 

The face side is inscribed as follows: 
"The address only to be written this side." 
"Deze zyde is voor het adres aUeen.'' 

and at left-hand lower side of Card: 
"The annexed card is intended for the 

answer." 
"De N evensgaande kaart is bestemd voor 

het antwoord." 
The attached card is inscribed: 

"Reply." 
"Antwoord." 
The Face side of the above Cards is for 

the address o,nly. The Letter was to be writ
ten on the reverse. 

1917-
Face side of Card divided, allowing less ad

dress space, but more room for correspond
ence. 

Same Stamp. Change in language of in
structions from Dutch to Afrikaans. 

P.4. ~d. Yellow Green, on Buff Card, on 
white card, on Grey White Card. 

Inscribed as follows: 
"For Address Only." 
"Slechts voor 't adres." 

P.5. REPLY PAID. 
M. + M. Yellow Green. Printed o,n same 

mat,erial as above. 
Similar to P.3 in idea, but different lan

guage. Face sides divided, and inscribed as 
follows: 

Face Side: "For address only." "Slechts 
voor 't adres." 

Reply Side: "Reply." "Antwoord," on left 
hand side, and "For address only." "Slechts 
voor 't adres," on right hand side. 
1920-

INCREASE IN POSTAGE RATES. 
P,6. ld. on M. Yellow Green. 
Type P.4 Surcharged ONE in black block 

letters, due to i,ncreased PENNY rate of post
age. These were only issued provisionally, but 
were hurriedly withdrawn as they were over
printed in one language only. 
1920-

P.7. ld. Red on Buff, Cream and White 
Cards. 

Same as P.4 Same stamp, language and 
layout. 
1921-
CHANGE FROM DUTCH TO AFRIKAANS. 

Type P.2 but inscribed in English and 
Afrikaans. Inscribed as follows: 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE. 
CARTEPOSTALE. 

"The address only to be written on this 
side." 

"Hierdie kant is net vir die adres." 
P.8. Hd. Light Brow,n King's Head and in

scription on white card. Also shades. 
1924-

P.9. ?id. Green on White Card. Similar t( 
type P.4. 
1927-

Hd. PICTORIAL POSTCARDS. 
Introduced chiefly for Overseas use. Ad

dress side inscribed: 
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE. 

CARTEPOSTALE. 
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No instructions. There are 24 views. Each 
view is ,number•ed in black 1 to 24. Sold in 
packets of 6 cards, at all large Post Offices 
at ls. 3d. per packet. 

P.10. Hd. Brown and Black on thin White 
Card. 

The views are as follows: 
Card 1. Pretoria. Government Buildings. 
Card 2. Durban. The Esplanade. 
Card 3. Cape. Chapman's Peak. Marine 

Card 
Card 
Card 
Card 
Card 
Card 

4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

Card 10. 
Card 11. 
Card 12. 
Card 13. 
Card 14. 
Card 15. 
Card 16. 
Card 17. 
Card 18. 
Card 19. 
Card 20. 
Card 21. 
Card 22. 

Drive. 
Kroonstad. Valsch River. 
Natal. Drakensberg. 
Cape. Cogman's Kloof. 
Cape. Camp's Bay. 
Durban. Town Hall. 
Bloemfontein. Government Build
ings. 
Capetown. From Kloof N ek. 
Johannesburg. Medical Research. 
Knyzna. Groot River Drift. 
Johannesburg. Town Hall. 
Cer•es, Cape. Dwars River. 
Natal. Karkloof Falls. 
Tulbagh, Cape. Mitchell's Pass. 
Knyzna, Cape. The Heads. 
Rondebosch, Cape. Groot Schuur. 
Pretoria. Union Buildings. 
Transvaal. Wylie's Poort. 
Cape. Toverwaterpoort. 
Port Shepsto.ne. Umzimkulu 
River. 

Card 23. Cape. Entrance to Zwartberg 
Pass. 

Card 24. Cape. Zwartberg Pass. 
Owing to these cards being too thin, they 

,vere unpopular, and were withdrawn. 
1928-

M. PICTORIAL POSTCARDS. 
The above cards were replaced by ~d. Pic

torial Cards, which could be used for local 
use. An additional space was provided for ld. 
stamp for Overseas use. 

The views and numbers are identical wi Lh 
the Ud. issue, except that the numbers are 
in green, conesponding with the Arms a.nd 
Inscription. 

Sold in packets of 12 cards, at 9d. per 
packet. 

Arms 14 x 11 mm. Inscribed: 
"For address only." "Net vir die adres." 

P.11. 1d. Green and Black on White Card. 
View on reverse. 
1928-

Change in language. Reverts to Dutch. 
POST CARD. POSTKAART. 

And inscribed: "For Address Only." 
"Slechts voor 't Adres." 

This issue appears to have been printed 
very badly, as there are a number of varieties 
due to this. 

P.12. ~d. Green and Grey Black on Cream 
Card. 

12a ~d. Green and Black on Cream Card. 
VARIETIES. 

12b. Shifted Headplates. 
12c. Card printed double. 
12d. Double size card, printed double. 

1931-
N ew Issue. Language again changed. Van 

Riebeek's ship. 
POST CARD. POSTKAART. 

And inscribed: 
"For .Address Only." "Alleen vir die 

adres." 
Arms and inscription in black. 
P.13. ld. Red and Black on Cream. 

VARIETIES. 
13a " 1 " of " ld. " above " AF "' of 

"SUIDAFRIKA." 
13b " 1 " of " ld. " above '' A " of 

''SUIDAFRIKA.'' 
13c. Framepate missing. 
13d. Frameplate partly missing. 

1931-
ld. PICTORIAL POSTCARDS. 
There are 12 views of Cape scenes. The 

cards are not numbered. Sold at ls. per pac
ket of 6 cards. 

P.14. ld. Red and Black on White Card. 
Card Type 13a only was used for the Pic

torial Postcard. 
The views are: 
Adderley Street, Cape Town; Botanical 

Gardens, Cape Town; Cableway from Table 
Mountain; Oeres; Cape Point and Cape of· 
Good Hope; Cape Town from Table Mountain; 
Groot Schuur; Marine Drive, near Cape 
Town; New Pavilion, Muizenberg; Rhodes 
Memorial, Rondebosch; Stellenbo-sch · Van 
Riebeek's Statue. ' 

The above are all Cape sc_enes. 
1933-

SUID-AFRIKA (hyphenated). 
Similar to contemporary Roto. Adhesive3. 

Inscription and Arms in Black. 
POST CARD. POSKAART. 

Inscribed: 
"For Address Only." "Alleen vid d:e 

Adres." 
P.15. M. Green a.nd Black on Cream. 
P.16. ld. Red and Black on Cream. 

1934-
½d. PICTORIAL POSTCARDS. 24 Views. 
These are similar to the 1927 issue, except 

scenes are changed. The numbers on the card 
are black, and do not run consecutively. 

The numbers are: 1. 2, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29, 33, 34, 35, 36. 

Arms 12 x 8 mm. 
Inscribed: 

"For Address Only." "Net vir die Adres." 
P.17. ~d. Green and Black on White Card. 

View on the Reverse. 
Views are as follows: 

1. Cape Tow.n. Table Mountain. 
2. Houses of Parliament, Cape Town. 
4. Camps Bay, through the trees, Cape 

Town. 
5. Devil's Peak, through the trees, Cape 

Town. 
8. The Poort, Mossel Bay, Cape. 
9. Montague Pass, Cape. 

(Continued on page 32). 
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To the Editor of the South ,1t'rican Philatelist. 

O.F.S. CANCELLATIONS. 

I am delighted to have your list of Orange 
Free State numeral cancellations, in the South 
African Philatelist of November, 1941. Mr. 
Jurgens has indeed done philately a service by 
filling in so many gaps. 

"For the record," J report that letters in the 
same grids are known to me as follows (all 
on covers which I have)~ 
R, Bloemfontein, March 1, IR87, on a regis

tered letter. 
0, Jagersfontein, as previously reported, June, 

1882. 
0, Bushmanskop, August 16, 1891; letter has 

transit postmark of Bloemfontein 
(squared octa,gon) August 17, 1891, but 
ink agrees on O killer and Bushmanskop 
town mark. 

The Jurgens discovery of K at Rouxville 
and the Basden one of A at Clocolan complete 
the list of known letters. 

May I here say that the remarks of L. de 
Raay as to use of the letter cancellers "on 
newspaper and printed matter" is hardly 
borne out by the facts. All three letter cancel
lations of mine ar.e on envelopes that carried 
letters; Mr. Jurgens reports from a postcard. 
As was so often the case with Mr. De Raay, 
he repeated uncritically any and every story 
that came his way on this matter. Without 
belittling the industry of Mr. de Raay in col
lecting all possible info1wation, one must :id
mit that each and every statement of his needs 
to be considered as unproven in the ahsence of 
further evidence. 

I might add that having unidentified letter 
grids A, I, P, T, W and K on 3d. and 4d. 
stamps, D, N, Y and Z on 2d. stamps, and 
many others on the late ld. mauve colour I 
think the evidence quite negatives this claim 
of Mr. de Raay. 

Mr. Wareham's "reversed 2" in grid seems 
to warrant a few words. In the absence of 
a photograph of it from which to judge, I 
would hardly claim that it "cannot be reversed 
2," but with late impressions of the numeral 
1 killer when worn and ink-ciogged often as
suming fantastic forms, I do desire to suggest 
this as a possibility. 

The numeral cancellers were not made from 
rubber but from metal. This is clearly shown 
by their remaining undistorted when used 
with ordinary black cancelling ink and by 
their long life under heavy service. It 
is further shown by the character of impres
sion produced when rubber-stamp ink was 
used with them-a peculiar character which 
anyone who has ever used a rubber stamp 
pad to imprint a block into page proofs 01· 

dummies for a book can instantly recognize. 
What is more, even the older rubber hand
stamps were not made from "pieces cut from 
rubber sheeting but were always formed by 
vulcanization of a moulded impressicn taken 
in a "rubber mix." In this, as in so many 
problems connected with South African phil
ately, a knowledge of printing and of hand
stamp making, however slight, is a safeguard 
against wrong inductions that is sorely needed. 
(I might add that American philately has 
suffered even more from careful philatelic 
work attempted without this necessary back
ground.) 

STEPHEN G. RICH. 
Verona, N.J., Dec. 15, 1941. 

The Editor, 
South A/'rican PhilatehsL 

Dear Sir, 
LONDON 2d. PICTORIAL. 

My book Stamp Collecting can rarely have 
been used as the basis for such inaccurate de
ductions as those made by i\'Ir. S. C. A. Ware
ham in your November ~umber. 

While it is quite true that everything tha1 
appears on the mother die will normally be 
reproduced throughout the printing plate, and 
consequently on the stamps themselves, this 
statement does not justify the assumption that 
where two stamps of similar design vary in 
any way, there must have been two mother 
dies. 

Such an assumption leaves out of account 
the possibility of different methods being used 
for making printing plates, and also that 
numerous things may happen to the printimr 
plate after its creation, which would cause 
:stamps of similar design to show variations. 

I am not concerned with the particular 
point which yom· correspondent was trying 
to illustrate, but I cannot permit him to throw 
the responsibility for his inaccurate deduc
tions upon my book; in fact, if he had rf'act 
it thoroughly, the incorrectness of his ow11 
statement would have been apparent to him. 

Yours faithfully, 

STANLEY PHILLIPS. 

The Editor, 
South African Philatelist. 
Sir, 

CAPE 4d. BLACK TRIANGULAR. 
I would like to express my appreciation at 

the very able manner in which you refer to 
the Black Fourpenny Cape i.n the Editorial 
of the South African Philatelist of February, 
1942, the three concluding paragraphs therein 
being in my opinion sound common sense. 

During the whole period in which the Cape 
triangular stamps were in use only two dif
ferent types of defacing stamp_s were used, 
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viz.: 
( 1) The triangular defacer. 
(2) The Oval Bar Numeral defacer. 

and so far as date stamps were concerned, 
which were not really intended for the deface
ment of stamps but which were used c,ccasion
ally for this purpose there were only three 
in use, viz. : 

(1) The Oval of 1853-1854. 
(2) The Circular Date Stamp of 1857. 
( 3) The Small circular date stamp of 

1864-1865. 
As all of the above mentioJ:ed postal mark

ings are common and well known to philatel
ists it does seem rather strange that of all 
the postmarked copies of the Fourpence black 
110 far discovered the type of defacement can
not be identified. I do not think it is necessary 
to go beyond this for a reason. 

A. A. JURGENS . 
.':ape Town, 

23.2.1942. 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Latest War Provisionals. 

All Mint except where mentioned 
otherwise, 

Australia: 2½d., 3½d, and 5½d, over
printed on current K.G. VI., 3 diff. 
(Issued for 6 weeks only). Price . . 2/-

Ceylon: 3 cents on 6 cents ,, . • . . • 4d. 
Ceylon: 3 cents on 20 cents (rare) • . 1/3 
Kenya: 5c, 10c, and 20c, in pairs . . 1/
S. W.A.: Complete set in pairs (Face 5/-) 6/6 
New Zealand Health 1941 used. (2 diff.) 1/
Fiji: 2½d. on 2d. used . . . . . . . . , . 9d. 

SPECIAL OFFER: Rare Sets. 

Nyasaland K.G. V. Leopard, complete 
set, Mint . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . 8/6 

S. W .A. Huguenot, complete set in pairs, 
Mint or used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/

New Zealand Centennials, 12 diff., Mint 
(except 7d.) ................ 7/6 

Australia: 3 War Services, complete Mint 3/
Blocks pro rata. Order early, supplies 

are limited. 

WANTED TO BUY : 

Collections for Spot Cash. Any Country 
Specialized or Gener!!.l Collections. Highest 

Prices Poaid. 

Why not get cash for any size collections or 
stock on the spot? Offers solicited. 

E. BLUM 
P.O. BOX 1669 - - CAPE TOWN. 

Established in South Africa since 1930. 
First class references. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111; 

ITALIAN SOMALlLAND. 

The "Kenmore Kollector" states: "It has 
been reported that sheets of Italian Somali
land stamps were overprinted 'British 
Occupation.' This overprinting was done in 
error and the entire supply was destroyed. 
It is not known whether any were used before 
the stock was destroyed." · 

GOLD COAST. 

Mr. P. L. Pemberton, in the November 
Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, records a 
Gold Coast variety which is of interest in view 
of the rarity of accidents to De La Rue plates. 
'!'his is a short "T" in COAST and occurs in 
the 2id. Queen Victoria on the 6th stamp of 
the 6th row, both in this stamp ,vithout sur
charge and on the stamp with the "One 
Penny" surcharge. 

BRASIL. 
Dr. Mario de Sanctis reports the following 

new commemoratives: 
(1) On October 20 a 400r. stamp engraved 

in black by Casa da Moeda o.n a thin paper 
watermarked with a small star between the 
words "Brasil Correio." This records the pro
clamation in 1641 of Amador Bueno as King 
of Sao Paulo. 

(2) On the same date and on similar paper 
a stamp, value Rs5 $400 with the inscriptions: 
"Semana da Asa" (The week of the wings). 

(3) On November 10 a stamp "Estado Novo" 
(Rs.5 $400 Oentenarios Portugal with por
traits of Presidents Vargas and Carmona) 
with red surcharge i.n three lines "Aereo/10 
Nov./937-941." 

I Sell 
South-West African Stamps- mint or 
used - current issues, obsolete issues, 
Jubilees - Coronations - Stationery, etc. 

Enquiries solicited. 

MARTIN 
SW AIWPMUND, 

FOR 

ASCH, 
S.W.A. 

SALE 
Approvals offered of mmit European 

Countrie,s 
UNION BASUTOLAND COM
MEMORATIVES JUBILEES and 

CORONATIONS. 
Many Rarities and Good Stamps. 

Collectors unknown to me, please send 
Johannesburg references. 

ALEX KAPLAN 
P.O. Box 132 'Phone 51-1701 

GEHMISTON 
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"RUST" 
The Bugbear of Tropical Philately 

So called "rust" in stamps is our greatest 
enemy• in other countries it is ref erred to as 
"Brow~ Mould" "Oxidation," "Foxing," etc. 
Actually it is 'fungoid or bacterial in nature. 

First of all it would be well to deal with 
the manufacture of paper, which is the root 
cause of the infection. Naturally, as paper 
making is a technical subject, only a general 
explanation of its manufacture is dealt with 
here. 

Fibres of various kinds, all of vegetable 
origin, are digeste~ into pulp with the aid of 
sodium oxide sodmm sulphite, and sulphur
ous acid. The resulting mass in its crude 
state is called 'Cellulose." Bleaching is effec
ted by various mixtures such as calcium 
chloride and calcium hypochlorite; these pro
duce chlorine which, in turn, releases oxygen. 
Acidity is neutralised by adding sulphite or 
hyposulphite of soda. The ~ellulose 1s loa?ed 
with china clay and at this stage colourmg 
matter is added if desired. The fluid mass is 
passed under pressure through a strainer to 
remove such so lids as exist and then on to a 
mould that allows the liquid to drain off. 
After drying the paper is absorbent, i.e., 
"blotting paper"; this is then sized by treat
ing the surface with a composition_ of gel_atine 
and/or resin in solution. It 1s subJected 
to further drying and pressure and is then 
ready. The gumming of stamps is done by 
applying dextrine, i.e., a dilute composition of 
starch and nitric acid, with or without hydro
chloric acid or oxalic acid. 

Now, these raw materials, vegetable fibres, 
wood pulp and clay, al] contain abundant bac
teria and the manner in which we keep our 
collections is liable to provide suitable condi
tions for their growth. 

The most important consideration about 
papers which are to be kept for any lengthy 
period under humid conditions such as pre
vail here is that of the "furnish" or surface 
sizing. Mechanical wood pulp, by reasori of 
the unsaturated character of the product and 
high quantity of lignone, is liable to autoxida
tion and should be avoided. The most suitable 
type of paper is one made from themical 
wood pulp alone, preferably a bleached chem
ical pulp, the paper finished off very slight
ly on the acid side with alum. All these re
marks on pa;per refer to that used in the 
manufacture of stamps, album leaves, hinges 
and even the covers of albums. 

By E. E. GAGEL, 
Philatelic Society of Natal. 

It is this vegetable composition of papers 
which, in conditions of moisture and lack of 
light, permits bacterial growth. The growth 
is not at first visible to the naked eye, but 
usually appears as bro~n specks on !he teet~ 
of the perforation, gradually spreadmg until 
it may cover the whole unprinted po~tion o": 
the stamp, but very seldom _attackm~ th\.., 
printed portion. It has been said that 1t ap
pears more on the gummed side of the stamp 
(in the case of mint stamps), but as the 
growth takes place in the cent.re. of the 
paper, that is, under the surface, 1t 1~ a mat
ter of visibility. Under a strong microscope 
the infection loses its colour and the paper 
has a raised oppearance. 

From observations made it is possible to 
lay down some rules for the safe housing of 
collections, the first of which should be the 
careful selection of albums and album sheets. 
Owing to the additional chemical treatment of 
"black" sheets, these being the most resis
tant are the most desirable, but care should 
be taken that they are of a good quality and 
of chemical wood pulp as ref erred to before. 
Then the selection of the container for the 
stamps and albums is important, as the wood 
should be of a dry variety so assisting in ab
sorbing the moisture. Experiments in this 
direction have been carried out by members 
and much success has attended their efforts; 
sandalwood and camphorwood chests being 
used. It all depends on the amount of mois
ture which is allowed to percolate into the 
container, as when this is eliminated we re
move the most important factor of bacterial 
growth. An example of how moisture is car
ried in minute particles of dust can here be 
given; it was noticed that paper and' paper 
manufactures which were kept under cover 
in a receptacle in a direct line of draught 
gradually reC'eived a fine coati,ng of 
dust which on being removed disclosed the 
"brown mould" under each deposit. 

There are numerous methods of combating 
the presence of moisture in ordinary recep
tacles, such as cupboards, wardrobes, etc. 
The cheapest and one which will not do harm 
by contact is a piece of old soap which has 
become very hard and shrunken-this will 
absorb all the moisture present. Contact of 
stamps and leaves with the hands and arms 
should be avoided at all costs as it is those 
parts touched which very soon show signs of 
infection, especially if the stamps or leaves 
are put away and not aired from time to 
time. 
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There is a method of protecting paper and 
stamps against the "brown mould," infection 
for those ready to undertake the task, and 
Thymol is the remedy, For the treatment of 
the album leaves, melt thyrnol crystals into 
sheets of clean white blotting paper by using 
a hot iron. This impregnated blotting paper 
should then be interleaved between the album 
leaves and the book kept under a weight for 
a few days. This will sterilize t,he book and 
there is no risk of damage to the stamps. 

We can now deal with the most effective 
remedy for removing "brown mould" from 
stamps, that is from used stamps, as the re
medy when coming into contact with the gum 
of mint stamps, although taking out the 
"mould"' or discolouration, a1so dissolves the 
gum. The remedy, Chloramine T, is very cheap 
and a mixture of 2 grammes with 100 c.c. dis
tilled water is of ample strength to clear the 
infection. In the case of very badly discolour
ed stamps two or more applications are neces
sary. The stamps can either be immersed in 
the solution or a small water colour paint 
brush may be used. A warning should be 
given with regard to chalk surfaced stamps, 
as owing to the bleaching qualities of 
Chloramine T, the surface 'will be adversely 
affected. As is known stamps printed on 
chalk paper are specially prepared to prevent 
the eradication of cancellation marks, .and 
aside from contact with liquids the surface 
can be removed by friction. 

It has been established that stamps treat
ed with the solution do not show a recur
rence of the infection and tests made have 
proved its efficiency over a period of some 
years, even with stamps kept in close proxi
mity with others containing the mould. 

There are many grades of quality in 
papers used for postage stamps and among 
those used for Union stamps the most recep
tive to mould are the four Air Stamps issued 
during 1925; these are invariably found dam
aged among the collections in the tropical 
areas. The issues from the Georgians to the 
London printed pictorials are very prone to 
infection also, but the later issues seem to 
be more resistant, although it is too early 
yet to say this finally. There is no doubt 
that the paper used for the Victorians gen
erally was of a far better quality than that 
used for the post-Victorian issues, and the 
modern process of paper-making is no doubt 
responsible for this. 

Some colleetors favour the use of pochettes 
and provided the pochettes are of a good 
manufacture and sealed with paraffin wax 
after excluding all possible air, good results 
may be obtained, but against this are several 
drawbacks. The pochettes become faded and 
usually tend to shrink, whilst unless it can 
be certain that all moisture-laden air has been 
removed from the pochette before sealing, 
the enclosed stamp becomes an ideal incuba
tor for the fungoid growth. 

We unf9rtunately cannot treat damaged 
mint stamps with Chloramine T solution 
without damaging them in another direction, 
but until a suitable remedy is found, the only 
alternative is to remove the gum, treat the 
affected parts with the solution and re-apply 
the gum by using dextrine or gum arabic. 
This latter process is a difficult operation 
and will never look the same as the original. 
However, far better the stamp without gum 
than with fungus. 

A number of members have been kep~ 
acquainted with the foregoing and have usen 
the Chloramine T solution. Other points may 
have occurred to them, and a general discus
sion on the subject will bring forth issues not 
dealt with here and add to our knowledge of 
the subject. 

( Continued from page 28). 
10. Montague. "The Langeberg," "Solitude,'' 

Cape. 
14. Durban, Natal. 
15. The Esplanade, Durban. 
16. Amanzimtoti, Natal. 
17. Umlaas Falls, Natal. 
20. Umzimkulu River, Port Shepstone, 

Natal. 
21. Mont aux Sources, Drakensberg, Natal. 
22. Drakensberg, Natal. 
24. General view of Bloemfontein. 
25. Valsch River and Bridge, Kroonstad, 

O.F.S. 
26. Port St. Johns. 
27. Union Buildings, Pretoria. 
28. Government House, Pretoria, Transvaal. 
29. Railway line near Victoria Bay. 
33. Falls at Waterval Boven. 
34. Wylie's Poort, N. Transvaal. 
35. River scene, Tzaneen, N. Transvaal. 
36. Hippos in Komati River, E. Transvaal. 
193!'>-

0NE COLOUR PRINTED CARDS. 
New Issue. One Coloured printed cards. New 

Design. Springbok's Head. Solid Background 
to centre portion of stamp. Afrikaans first, 
and English first. 

Arms 15 x 11 mm. 
Inscribed: 

"Alleen vir die Adres." "For Address 
Only." On Afrikaans and vice-versa on 
English. 

P.18. AFRIKAANS first, and ENGLISH. 
M. Green o.n Cream. 

P.19. ENGLISH first, and AFRIKAANS. 
id. Green on Cream. 

1936-1941-
NEW DESIGN STAMP. 

Arms slightly larger. Centre now composed 
of ruled lines, horizontally. One colour 
printed cards. Various shades of Green used. 

P.20. AFRIKAANS first, and ENGLISH. 
id. Green on Cream. 

P.21. ENGLISH first, and AFRIKAANS. 
M. Green on Cream. 

(To be continued). 
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German Soufh -West Africa 
DR. HERBERT MUNK-KOHL'S HANDBOOK. 

Translated by Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie and reprinted by kind permission from the 
"Collectors Club Philatelist." 

(Continued from paye 19 of February issue). 

THE FIELD POST DURING THE OPERA
TIONS AGAINST THE BONDELZWARTS, 

HEREROS AND HOTTENTOTS-

N ovember, 1903 to 31st December, 1907. 

The Field Post in the war with the Bondel
zwart-Hottentots in the S.E. of the Protector
ate commenced operations with the departure 
of troops from Keetmanshoop in the latter 
half of November, 1903. These troops were 
from the outset provided with "Field Post
cards" by the postal agency at Keetmanshoop. 

These "Field Postcards," used throughout 
the whole of the campaign, were made in 
Windhoek by changing the heading "Post'
karte" (Postcard) of the ordinary postcards 
into "Feld-Postkarte" ( Field Postcard). This 
was done by a rubber handstamp "Feld." Two 
patterns were employed, one small, in violet; 
the other large, in blue. The field postcards 
were sent from Windhoek to Keetmanshoop 
where they were stamped with the official 
seal of the postal agency. They were then 
distributed to the troops, partly directly to 
those in the neighbourhood, and partly by 
sending to Warmbad for delivery to those 
serving in the more southerly part of the field 
of operations. Until the setting up of special 
Field Post Stations these field postcards were 
cancelled when they were handed in again .at 
vVarmbad or Keetm:rnshoop, as the case might 
be. 

About the end of December, 1903, a special 
Field Post Station was established, and for 
cancelling postal matter this station used 
"Wanderstempel Y'' supplemented by a hand
stamp impression "Feld-Poststation" in black 
or in violet. 

This Field Post Station a1so forwarded or
dinary or registered letters, etc., and sold post
age stamps for such missives as ,vere not 
being sent northwards through German ter
ritory but southwards via Ramansdrift and 
thence by the British post through Cape Col
ony; The postage stamps on such mail were 
not cancelled by the Field Post Station, how
ever, but at Keetmanshoop on passing through 
the agency there. 

After tbe departure of Governor Leutwein 
for the north, where, in January, 1~)0°1, the 
big rising of the Hereros took place, this Field 
Post Station was closed down, the date being, 
at latest, in the beginning of February. 

Directly after the outbreak of the Herera 
rising in January, 19°'1, the Field Post ar
rangements were regularized by agreement 

with the Imperial Post Office on 20th January. 
For the mobile field postal service in the Pro
tectorate a Field Post Office was established 
at Okahandja on 4th March, 190,1, and in the 
same month Field Post Station No. 1 was put 
into operation. Later there followed Field 
Post Stations Nos. 2, 3, 4 and 5. The cancel
ling stamps of these stations were of the same 
type as thoJ used in the Field Post in China. 
(See Original Vol. II, p. 97), but that of No. 
5 is only known in manuscript. 

As soldiers and auxiliary services in the 
field were allowed free postage for postcards, 
letters up to 50g. in weight, and money orders 
up to 800 marks, postage stamps of ship pat
tern with postmarks of any of the above Field 
Post Stations are very rare (letters over 50g., 
letters from civilians, etc.) . 

At first in this area also, the "Field Po8t
cards" were usually ordinary postcards made 
into "'Field Postcards" by the addition of the 
word "Feld" either in manuscript or by a 
rubber stamp as described above. 

To regularize these Field Postcards ( and 
Field Post Letters) , m:pecially during the 
year 1904, the civil postal establishments at 
which they were given out or handed in fre
quently put their official seal on them (such 
are rarely seen on tbe field postcards, how
ever), whilst in 1905 "Soldiers' Letter 
Stamps," of a great variety of types, usually 
took the place of these official seals and, by 
mistake, these sometimes occur as cancelling 
postage stamps. 

Before the Herero rising was finally quelled 
there was an outbreak among the Witboys and 
a further insurrection among the more south
erly dwelling Hottentots so that operations 
were once more transferred to the southern 
portion of the colony. 

As the rebels constantly tried to evade pur
suit by crossing over into British territory, 
whence, freshly outfitted, they would make 
renewed raids into the southern part of the 
Protectorate, the German military command 
countered this by establishing a "blockade" 
along the Orange River with a chain of out
posts and scouts. 

During this period ( first half of 1906) part 
of the provisioning and the mail supply of 
the blockade region was done thrnugh Gape 
Colony. So far as the mails were concerned, 
supply columns on their 1·eturn journey to the 
Cape territory handed over the post bags to 
German agents either in Steinkop or in Port 
N olluth, whence they were forwarded to 
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Llideritzbucht and there the contents were 
first sorted. 

Frequently, however, single letters or post
cards were given to messengers, dealers or 
others who were travelling back to Cape 
Colony. Such missives had naturally to be 
franked with Cape stamps, which had to be 
done either by carrier of the letter or by the 
German sender of it if he had somehow man
a.ged to obtain Cape stamps. At any rate 
there are in existence covers which show that 
the Cape stamps on them had already been 
stuck on by the German senders. 

This accounts for the occurrence of German 
Field Post Cards· and Field Post Letters 
(.alone or with "Soldiers' Letter Stamps") 
with Cape Colony stamps, and used during 
the first half of 1906 north of the Orange 
River at such places as Upington, l\f'ier, ur 

Zwartmodder. 

SECOND DEFINITIVE ISSUE. 

1906 (13th January)-1913 (end of Aug
ust). Types 1 and 2 as before but with wate:r·
mark of lozenges ( German Empire water
mark, Type Wl. See Vol. I, p. 947 and Vol. II 
p. 68). The engraved stamps partly perfor
ated in Type Zl (26 : 17 perforation holes); 
partly (viz. those issued in 1919, never sent 
to the colony, printed in the list below in 
italics) in Type Z2 (25 : 17 perforation holes). 
The 3 mk. value was only issued .at the col
lectors' counter in Berlin and only occurs 
with perf. Z2. 

24 3 pf. (a) dark (golden) brown (9.2.07, 
Berlin) 

(b) yellow golden brown (1913) 
25 5 pf. green, dark green (May, 1906, at 

latest) 

26 10 pf. (a) light rose, carmine rose ( Sept., 
1906) 

(b) rose carmine with metallic 
sheen (H 2241.13) 

27 20 pf. dark blue (beginning of 1911) 

28 30 pf. reddish orange .and black on rose
chamois-shades ( end of August, 
1913) 

29 1 mk. (a) carmine red (May, 1912) 
(b) dark rose (June, 1919) 

30 2 mk. (a) dark blue (Nov., 1911) 
· (b) blue (June, 1919) 

31 3 mk grey-violet (March, 1919) 

32 5 mk. (a) greenish black on carn,.ine 
(13.1.06) in Be:r:lin 

( b-) greenish black on rose ( 1919) 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal in particular and old South
ern Africans generally, wanted by: 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

Wanted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch Belgian Danish, Por
tuguese; .all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Imperf orate Issues of all 
countries (both scarce and common). 
Cape pre-stamp covers'. 

G. Carleton Jones, F.R.P.S.L., Box 
1167, Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Somaliland 1938, mint 2, 3, 
and 5 Rupees. Best off er to 

S. Kag.anson, 440 Albert Road, Salt 
River, C.P. 

Wanted. - Clean, well-centred Cape 
Rectangulars up to and including 
C.A. issues, either mint - or lightly 
cancelled. 

Schofield, Rand Club, Johannesburg. 

[!),111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111118 

Zl 
perf. 26 

X 

X 

X 

17 perf. 
Z2 

25 : 17 

X 

X 

X 

X 

(To be continued). 
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Society News 

C.\l'E 'l'O\\'X l'llIL.\'l'EL1C SOCIETY. 

I'l'C8ide11t, :\I. lto1hkugPI; /f<)II. Nee-. K. Cm11eron, 
9. l'ineway, l'i1wlan<lH. Cape. Jler:ti11[!8, 2nd arnl 4th 
'I'ltun,days, :\ledical House. ;:~;i, \\'alP Street1 Cave 
'!'own. at 8 p.m. 

8th January, 1U42.- ~'l'he op<•ning nweting fo1.· 1he 
1ww ,r<:'ar partook of di:-pla.n; at an ".All :ueml.Jers" 
night. 

It was HOlll<'what diHappointing 1hat only 1hn•e 
stalwartH, Ho fat· aH exhibiting waH eoncerned, <'ame 
forward with exhibits. Xotwiths1anding that, the 
eYPning was pronounced a eomplete stwePss; never
t lw!PHS the 1'reHidPnt eommPntPd on the fact that 
so few members antilPd them:,;eln•s of this oppor
tunity affonlPd to member;;, "·ho are not eolleetors 
in a very large way I.Jut "·ho Ptust surely have items 
of intNPSt (h<' tlH'y eYen frw) 1 o Hhow them to the 
memherH of tlw Sodety arnl YiHiton: "·ho haYe bPeil 
exhibiting sud1 animafrd in1<•rP8( in the <li8play8 on:•r 
the past year. 

'l'hQ exhibitor:,; W('l'e :\Ie8s1'8 . .Alexarn1Pr Axer and 
~olomon. and their diHplay:-: a111ply eomp~mmted fo1· 
nny baekwar<11wss on the pa rt or 01 her memlwr:-:. 

.\Ir. K. _.\JPxandPr showPd an intere:-:tirnr SPl"ie:,; of 
"\\'ar Train" coYPrs. :\Ir. AxPr proYicled a fine 
display of official. Air }lail. nrnl FirHt Day eon•rs 
of Ntrn' ½caland, wl1ile ?1l1·. E. C. ~olomon IJrought 
anotlw1· extract from his fa111011H "A to 1/," eollec-
1 ion, this time of ½anzibar H1arnp8 ranging from the 
time of the ]1'rend1 Administration to the present day: 
Each of these mernlwrs a<ldt•d lustre to the e>xhibits 
in a short deHrt·iption of thPir l"P8pPcth·e diHplays; 
They ,vPre suitahly thanked h;v the chairman on be
half of the Society. 

.A letter from the ChiPf CP11Hor wa:,; rea<l, in whid1 
at lt•ntion was drawn to the faet that the sending 
l hrough the post hy <:olleetors con•1·H, bearing c<mHor 
markH, was look<><! upon wi1h <liHfa,·our by 111<> (fov
crn111P11t and that sueh covers were liablP to eon
fiseatio11. 

2:.!nd January, lU--12. ~-Th<• displny for this p,·ening: 
"·a8 denitPd to 1 he very fine and outstamling <'Ol
lection of RhodPHian stamps of .\Ir. \\'. n. Vallance, 
who is a noted authority on this <•oim1ry and its 
stamps. 'l'lw exhibit w:i,-; madP ~;pPeia lly i11tp1·esting 
hy tlw illumiuatint <lis<·ou1·se "·hid1 he gave upon 
11w origin and history of the starnps of that country. 

Of the display i1self it is pp1·haps mrneeesHary to 
say morP than that :\Ir. Yallanl'e'H c·ollection of that 
country is probably unsurpassed thrnughout 1hP Con
tinC'nt of Afriea arnl may W<'ll find first place in 
cornpPtition throughout the world. 

H was not so mueh tlw quantity as the quality 
of 1 his exhibit in its Yarious J>haHl'H ot rarit iPs. 
va1·ieties of 1wrfH. vost-marks (proofs that had 
escapP<l from the l'rinters' hand:-:!) :,;ha11Ps, l'te., that 
at onee struek the Pye of the philatelist. 

:\Ir. Vallanee waH <'.om1ili111p11t,•d and tl:anke<l by 
one of the oldeHt mernll<'rs of tlw Soeiety, :\Ir. \Y. L. 
Ashmead, himsdf ,111 ardent phihttPlist. and one who 
is tlw vroud J>OH8PHS01· of 1<e\"ent I speda I <'ollPC't ions 
that haye seen the ''light of <lay" at the ;:-ioeiety's 
meetings. 

At both th<'H<' meetings st:1111vs wP1--:1 sold for war 
fundH in partil'l1la1· we might mPntion the sale of 
sixty-nine lots of Htarnvs g<'nernusl,\,· <lom1tPd hy :\Ir. 
1'.1. Blum for th<' benefit of 1he H<·d Cross ;:-iocietv 
which realisl'd a goodly sum. • 

A. spedal Yote of 1hankH to :\II'. Blum for his 
genProsity in this respect was <'arrie<l unanimously. 

It was plPa8iJ1g to SPe :,;o largp an ath,mianee ;)f 
nwmhcrs and visito1·8 at both tlw,:e mPPtingH. 

12th Febnrnr.v, 1!J42.--'l'o a "·<'II-attended meetinc-. 
whi<'h was JHPHided o\"er by thP l'rPsiclent, ::\lr. ir. 
Hothkugel, was exhihitPtl a solll<'\\·hat unusual speeial 
collection of the stamps of :.\Iozambique and the 
:.\Iozambit1ue Company belonging to the se<:retary of 
the Society, l\lr. Kenneth Camerou. 'l'his collection, 

\Ya8 unique for its romplf>tf>nf>ss. It comprised the 
Party Crown stamp8 of 1877 to 188,'i and continued. 
witlr exa111ple8 of practically en•ry iHsue. including 
many seldom :,wen items up to the eurrf>nt issues. 
For· thf>ir picturPsqn<'ll<'SS· and eharm one migh1 pick 
out sueh sets as the :-:lt. Authony CornmemoratiYes 
mid Red Cross iSH1l<'S. It might be added 1hat 1hencl' 
were a ·number of mwatalogtw<l i1ems in this <'ollec-
1ion and l\lr, Cameron is to be congratulated ou the 
YeQ' fine exhibit. 

'l'he exhil.Jito1_· was- suitably thanke<l by :.\Ir. Williard 
Muller, and eulogi<>s were added by l\Iessrs. L. Simen
lloff and E. C. Solomon. 

lt was gratifying to kno,Y that at excqitionally 
short notice :\Ir. Ca1111•ron was ahle to co11111 forward 
in place of )Ir. U:ysberg, who at the last moment 
,ms mmYoidably unable to exhibit his collectioff of
Belgiums, as was iutf'nded for 1ltis eyening. 

At the outset of 1lw ~,,;:;ii.bi.g· t1ie Chairman re
ferre<l to the r<>eent death,-; of 1wo prominent 8outh 
.\friean philatPlists, i\11·. Park-Smith, of the Stn111d, 
and l\Ir. HoulJert, for mauj· years treasun!r of the 
Johann('sburg I'hilatelic :-:loeiety. He also made men1 
tion of the fact that ~lr. A. R. Burmeister, one of 
the older meml.JPrH of the ~ociety, had sufff>t·ed 1r 
l.JPrea yement through the death ot' his son. Messages 
of eo111lolPnee ,Yere sent to the rPlatiyes and the 
members rose in thPir seats as :t mnrk of respect. 

lfC:S. 

l'HILATELIC f{OCUYL'Y (W XATAL . 

President. P. C. Bishop; llrm. Sec., G. · Milner 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meetings, 1st ,ved-' 
nesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau. \Vest Street. 

At mu· Ff>bnw 1·y meet_ing-, hPld on February 4;, . we: 
<·onfirmPd tlw admiHsion to membership of Mr. S. K. 
l'hillips, :\11·. Charles J. Fairbrother. and Col. E. :·c; 
HoHsell. A propoHal to seC'ure insurnnce cover for 
tlw Soeiety's ex<'ha11ge vacketH whil<' in transit wa,s 
fu rt hei· discussed on the receipt of a lettPr from 
the ~01·th Briti:-:h and :.\Ierean1ilP lnsunmeP Com
pany, the <1uestion heing ey0ntually referred to· the 
COllllllittee. 

-:\11·. K Fl. Hagel ga rn his prn1niHe<l folk on rust 
in stampH, recommending as a remedy the tr(,:'atment 
of stamp,; affected hy 'Tu:-:t" or "mould" by a. soluc 
tion of Chloramine 'l'. th<~ formula !wing "2 grnmnws 
of Chforarniiw 'l' i11 100 ems. of distilled watf>r." 
QuPHtion,; were asked a11d answered by :\Ir. Gagel; 
whose 11ddrpss a1·oui::ed keen in1et·Pst. and who gaye 
a promis~~ to proYi<le aetmtl dPrnonHtrations of the 
1r<'atment of ruHte<l stamps at our next month's 
meeting. The presiden1 rPiurned thanks to Mr. Gagel 
amid applause. 

:\Ir. II. H. ll11rHt 1hen gaYe what is hopPd will 
bH tlw first of a rPgniar S<Ties · of talks on "Topical 
Affairs:," in the <·ourse of whieh he reYiewed the 
lntPst British stamp magazines and auction cata
log;ues and read in1crPsting Jp1ters from leading 
tl1'alers 011 tlw pres<'nt state of the stamp tt·ade. In 
Yi<'W of further t1llks of the same type• memhers were 
asked 1o supply )Ir. JlurHt ·with any· items of ill'
tere:,,t that came 1hl'ir "·ay. 

An anetion of t lw n•mainini: stam1is donated to 
the SoeiPty's "Stamp Drh-e for War Funds" rf>alised 
a :-:nm of £3 1.is. !Id., after whieh a fine exhibition 
of .Forgeries, HPprin1H and Hoi:us ::-\tamps b;r ;,Ir. V~ 
H. Crockett brought the meeting to a dose. · 

lDl.P. 

O.F.S. A:s;D BASCTOL.\:-;D l'Hll,ATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, Mr. J. B. Leyy; Ho11. Secreta·ry, ::\Ir. 
H. C. Lyon, Box 70:.!, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
l''ridays, Oranje. Koffiehuis, Bloemfonteil1\ 

'l1he }1~(~bruary' n1e01ing had <I fair-,!atfe11d~1~1(~e. As 
usual. 1lwre wflne intPresting diseussiq,.1,$ aJiqut topi-
ea I phila telie quest ions. 1c,." ,; , . . · ·. 

:\11-. .\. Liehtenstein, whose rPports. of ·unknown 
i,hilatelie facts have become a. ,v<>kome 'fratur~ 'at 
eYery meeting, rPported the following tit-bits of 
ge11Pral interest, not reeord~d yet: . . . 

The 5c. proYisional Kl:'11.,va. o.verprint appears pn 
tb!;l Dniou ld. of the slightiy reduced size (last 
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printing) ns well .1s on the 1d. of usual size. 
Although the Australia ld. King's HPad is the only 
denomination catalogued to liave the variety "no 
cross on crown," l\11·. Lid1tPnRtein was all!~ to show 
a specimPn of the l ½d. showing- tlte identkal vuriety. 
According to .:\lr. Li!'htPnstein ! Ile variety f•an , l)P 
found on both the rPd as w<'ll as on 1he brown l½d. 

.:\Ir. ,J. B. LPvy rPpor1Nl ilrn t of the new ½cl. Pic
ture Poskards hf' hns mnnagPd to gatlw1· a2 dif, 
fe1•Pnt viPws (until no,,· only :w Wf't'fl known). 

The display of the' r,·Pning was gin•n hy .:\Ir. ;J. 
Lewis, who PxhihitPfl his I 'nion Coronation.:. 'l'he 
material shown was vPry·Px1Pnsiy,,, \Yorthy of spPeial 
mention are a shPPt of p:irt of tltP ":-;earee" ld. 
printing anfl n lcl. hloek with "jnhwfl papt>r" va1·iPty. 

K.F. 

THE PUILATJ,JI,lC HOCrn'f'Y OF .JOf-L\XXE81WIW. 

President, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, F. J. H. Lang, 
Box 4967, Johannesburg. JIIeetings, 2nd Tuesday-:, 
Sanlam Buildings, Loveday Street, Johannesburg. 

The February mee1ing w:1R very well ntten<lfd, not
withstanding totTPntial rnins. awl tl10Re "·ho turned 
up were well 1'PJlil ill for tlwil' t ronhlt> in gPtt ing to 
the nweting. 

In accordaneP ·with _Jlte rec•'ntly inaug·urated 
change in the proredure of onr lllPP1ings, tlw exhibit 
by .:\lr. G. Ca rlt>ton Jones of a portion of his Can
adian rollPrtion comprising tlw first issue of llw 
Dominion of Canada, ,July 1, ]808, to 1872, wn-: 
i:;hown at the opening of ·r1w meeting. 

Before tabling his exhibit, ::\Ir .. Carleton JonPs 
gave a few interPsting historical notes and remarks 
concerning various items in his exhibit. Among other 
remarks he said that ,July l is Dominion Day in 
Canada, whieh cOJTPsponds with t:nion Day in South 
Africa, a)1(1 that the Yarious l'roYinces joilwd the 
Dominion of Canada in tlw order mentionPd: No,·a 
Scotia, New HrunRwick, and tl1en British Columbia 
jn 1871, and l'rinee Edward .lslaml in 187:{. New
foundland, the olclPst H1·itif,h Colony, at first rPftrne<l 
to bPcome part of ilte Dominion, and on ,·arions 
subsequent oct'.:nsionR rpqueRted admission and waR 
refused, and then rPfust>d adrnh,sion wlwn it ·was 
asked to hecome part of the Dominion. 

Among somf' of the inrereRting details of the 
stamps exhibitf'd, tlw quan1itiPs prin1ed of ,'arious 
yahws wPre stated. 'fhpse quantit ieR an' :is follows : 

G,300,000 ½c 
11,000,000 le 
10,000,1100 2c 
29,000,000 :3c 
1,000,000 5c 

] 2,000,000 nc 
2,000,000 12 .\cc 
2,:rno,000 1:'ic 

This beautiful and most outRtanding colleetlon in
cluclPd Bssay mint copy of rite 1 c, study of papPrR 
in all ya lues of 1 he isRue, reconstrncted iRstws of 
,vatennarks, normnl. il1Yerted and reY?rse, ntrnier:11 
canePllations from 1 to HO in tlw two ring dPsign. 
Cork f'aneellati01rn in a ya1•if'ty of interef:ting dP
signR. a sol<lic>r's letter aft Pr 18:\!l-a ypr_v ra 1·e it<'m. 
a soldif'l''S lPttPI', 18<i!l, with n 2c l!;l'Pf'n Rtamp J)08t
marl,:Pd from Blitehley ~1a1.ion. 'l'his col\Pe1ion whicl1 
,vas professionally writtPn UJl, is indeed impeeeahle 
from the standpoint of presPntation, and is eP1·tainly 
in a fitting RPtting for a philatdic l'PCO]'(l for :ill 
Ti!llP. 

.:\Iajor .:\filligan exprPSSPd 11H' high appre<-iation nrnl 
thanks of' rhe members for ::\11·. Carleton ,Jones· 
exhibit. 

Four 1ww membPrs wpre elPetPd nt this meeting, 
nan!Ply, .:\lrR. X. lfobf'l'tS, HPY. N'. Hoherts, and )IPSSJ'K. 
\\'. D. J{eyan and l<'. Kh1g. 

It waR with profound sorrow that the members 
were informed of the pasRinp; of onr good friend 
and earnest collector, :\Ir .. T. 0. IIouhert, who had 
seryed the Rociety for <->ig;htc•en yPars in the cnpaei1y 
of treasurer, and for manv YPars as eurnto1· of the 
Society's collection, and ,,·IH; only within the past 
yea1• had been electPd life-long member in recognition 
of the services he had rendered to the Society and 
philately in general. 

H.E.B. 

l'HETOJ{L\ l'IIILATELH' HOC!E'l'Y. 

President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 
Wager. P.O. Box 514. Meetings, 1st and :{rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

Fdinwry 2.----.:\lr. \Yarn·n wa:- in the ehair. 11 ,vas 
1 he annual gP1wral mePting. 'l'ltP 1·<>p01·ts of 1 he uif~ 
ferenr offiC'ials. whif'h ,wl'e 1·r'acl :rncl ador)tecl, :-!towed 
that the ~oeiP1y lrn<l lwc1 n Y<'ry Rll<'<'P8sfnl year, 
although thP nu•mlH'rRhiI) Imel <l<'<'l'P:tKed flome"·hat. 
Tile ExdrnugP HPpni·tnwn1 wnR now i11 the c:1pnhle 
hands of .:\Ir. \Yl'ig:!11 and a l1ig iIH·1·ensP in pxf'lrnnge 
sales waR J'P<'Ol'<lP<l. Ofri<·P1·s PIP<·tc•<l for HH~ werc>: 
I'resirlPnt, :\11· .. .\. li]. Hns<lPn; Yie<'-l)l'PRiclPnt, .:\It·. R. 
<'. \\'al'!'en; s<>e1·i"•la1·y, l'rof. IL A. \\'ager: trPasur<0 r, 
.:\[r. X. L. \Yatson: Pxelwng1• snpP1·intP11<lent .. \11·. J<J. 
C. \Yright; librndan, .:\fr. II. X. ll. Hawke; curntor 
of Society collection, ::\Ir. E. C. Wright ; cum tor of 
forgt>ry collection, .:\!1·. K 11. (}omm; anetionc·er, Dr. 
A. ,J. Broughton. 

The forgl'l'Y collPetion wns tabled. 

I•'ehruary lH.~~:\ll'. HaRd<•n was in th," chail' . .:\Ir. 
\Yalson rPn<l Rome l'f'('Pnt philatPlie Pxtm<•tfc:. 

The 8ociPly'R eolledion wnR diRplayPcl fo1· eonsicl
f'l:a tion nrnl t)ierP follmYPd n <1isenRsion on the scopP 
ot the eolleet10111 arnl on the nd;-isnhilit:r of eontinu
ing it. .:\loRt memlwl'S took J)rtl't. ill!'. Gomm l)l'oposed 
1hat the eolleetion Rhoul<l !JP c·:11-riPcl on ns at pl'PSent. 
An amPrnlnwnt hy Dr. B1·ong·ftton to limit the eol
lection an<l eoncPntrnte on somP of tlw ,1101·e emn
plete coun1TieR in ilw eolle('1ion waR lost. An amend
ment by nlr. dP Boom that the colleetion he restrif'tP<l 
t~ the four proyinceR of ~Ol}th Africa was los1. ;\Ir. 
homm'R proposal wnR tlwn put arnl e:uried. 

JL\.\Y. 

THE PHILATELY OF THE POSTAL 
CENTENARY. 

In the "Philatelic Magazine" Dr. Graham 
Ward has collected together all the celebra
tions ?f the cente.nary of the postage stamp. 
~ere is a summary of his findings which will 
mterest all those who have made or are 
making "Centenary collections": 

New Issue of Postage Stamps.-Bulgaria, 
Cuba, Burma, Dominican Republic, Esthonia, 
Germany, Great Britain, Guatemala (stamps 
ordered from Holla.nd, but delivery prevented 
through ene~y occupation), Liberia, Mexico, 
Morocco, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Portugal, 
Salvador, Tangier, Turkey. · 

Miniature Sheets.-Argentine, Brazil, Cuha, 
Italy, Portugal. 

Obliterations mentioning the Centenary.-
Bahamas ( Sea floor), Canada (Hamilton, 
Ont.), Cuba (Habana), France (Nice) Great 
Britain (London and Bournemouth) Holland 
(R<;>tterdam), Hungary (Budapest), Italy 
(Milan), Ned. East Indi·es (Batavia) Sweden 
(Stockholm). ' 
. Special Oblite·rations at Centenary Exhibi

tions or Congress-es.-Argentine (Cordoba), 
Brazil (Rio de Janeiro), Great Britain 
(Bournemouth), U.S.A. (Buffalo and Okla
homa). 

Official Cachets.-British Guiana ( George
town), Brazil, Switzerland (Lucer.ne). 

Meter Marks.-To follow 
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UNION FAKES. 

DOUBLE IMPRESSIONS and CHANGED 
COLOURS. 

Mr. L. Simenhoff writes :-"I shall be glact 
if you would issue a warning in the "S.A.P." 
re faked id. King's Head Union "double im
pression" stamps that are being hawked about 
in Cape Town. I have b2en shown a ''mint" 
and a "used" copy, the latter a very good bit 
of work. Mr. A. H. Sydow and I have come 
to the conclusion that these fakes are made 
by pressure being exerted, i.e., a thin layer 
of paper to which impressions of the design 
have been transferred is pressed on to an 
ordinary stamp. 

"The double impression' effect is certainly 
very good, but the stamps are bent or curved, 
and traces of gum can he seen. 

"I am given to understand that .at least 
four 'used' copies have been seen in Cape 
Town recently. I am making enquiries re the 
source of these. Meanwhile, please warn 
philatelists to be on their guard." 

Mr. A. H. Sydow, in a later letter, states: 
"In addition to the faked double impres

sion King's heads, I have seen a similarly 
produced ld. rotogravure with portions of the 
ship obliquely doubled. This came through 
the post (a V slogan cancellation) with a 
blue ~d. war stamp. The id. war stamp can 
quite easily be changed from green to blue 
by chemical treatment in either their mint 
state (gum unaffected) or used on cover. 
Some have been offered for sale in Cape Town 
at 10s. So, collectors beware! This game 
was tried on some time ago with the ordin
ary id. stamps, but apparently the evildoers 
think they can get away with it again." 

UNION ROTOGRAVURE 2d. VALUE, 
April, 1931.-Dififerent Arrows. 

In answer to Mr. S. . C. W. Wareham's 
queries regarding the sequence and printings 
of the 2d. Rotogravure Union stamps, as far 
as I can gather from .a study of the flaws, etc., 
the following is the order. 

The first two printings were from what I 
shall call Int. and Ext. cylinders 1. 

The first issue, A printing, had the small 
central arrows measuring 2 mm. and the 
broken frame line flaw on No. 4, row 1. 

The second issue, B printing, had the large 
6 mm. arrows etched over the original small 
arrows, which can be clearly seen in some 
positions, notably the top centre arrow. Re
mg from the same cylinders, the broken 
frameline occurs again of course. 

~hen th.ere was a change of cylinders, 
which I will call Int. and Ext. Cylinders 2. 

The first printing from these cylinders had 
central arrows measuring 3 mm., and sh owe :I 
the blurred spot on No. 4, row 1, which cer
tainly is not a retouch of the original white 
broken line flaw, as it is much higher up in 
position. 

The second printings from Cylinders 2 had 
arrows measuring 5 mm. and again showed 
the blurred spot of course. 

The next change of cylinders had the cen
tral arrows measuring 4 mm. and had none 
of the flaws of the preceding printings. 

As far as I can gather from the Government 
Printer's report in the "S.A.P.," these cylin
ders were Int. 34 and Ext. 42. 

Then came another change of cylinders, viz., 
Int. 29 and Ext. 43, and these printings show
ed Suid-Afrika with the hyphen. 

The arrows in the printings are approx. 4 
mm., and are of the "split" variety, viz., there 
are narrow white lines running across the 
arrows. 

I think this covers all the cylinder changes, 
but there have been very numerous printings, 
as shown by the numerous shades in this de
nomination, not that it follows of course that 
every shade means a definite different print
ing, .as the inks may be added to or changed 
during a printing, and so cause a very defin
ite colour change. 

The sheets are undoubtedly printed in 
sheets of 20, rows of six stamps, vide the con
trols, and an occasional perforation shift. 

G. N. GILBERT. 
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A Mafeking Bogus Variety 
By DR. K. FREUND. 

Research and knowledge of Mafeking 
stamps are in general r.ather limited yet, al
though more than four decades have passed 
since their issue. The main .reason for that 
is the fact that the siege authorities have 
obliged us with very little information, as 
they simply had no trained eye nor much time 
for philatelic finesse. 

If, therefore, a peculiar variety crops up 
suddenly, like the double surcharged ls. on 
4d. British Bechuanalarn:\ one surcharge 
"fancy", the other one "sans-serif," philatel
ists must be .at a loose end. In a recent letter 
to the S.A. Philatelist (October, 1941), the 
late Major Harrington reported having come 
across such a variety. 

The fact that this item is unlisted does not 
condemn it straight away, as there are sever.al 
errors which were not reported in time to be 
included in the bigger catalogues. There is, 
for instance, the double overprinted S.G. 12 
(sans-serif type; the same denomination with 
double overprinted fancy type is catalogued 
under S.G. 9c). 

Altogether three specimens of the ls. on 4d. 
Brit. Bechuanaland with the two different 
types of Mafeking overprint have come to my 
knowledge. The strange thjng about these 
three copies is that the position of the two 
surcharges in relation to each other is in 
each case a different one. 

The copy A was mentioned .and illustrated 
by Mr. V. F. James in his ''Philatelic Notes 
and Offers" of 26th October, 1935. This copy 
shows the fancy type superimposed on the 
sans-serif capitals, a fact which condemns it 
without ado, as the sans-serif type was used 
after, not before or concurrently ·with the 
fancy type. Besides that, as far as I can 
judge from the illustration, the fancy type 
does not represent any of the six known "set-• 
tings" to be genuine. 

The c;opy B is in the possession of a Bloem
fontein philatelist and shows the two types 
separate without touching each other. The 
fancy surcharge is here definitely genuine, 
representing the so-called setting 3. The 
question is whether the small-lettered over-
print is also genuine or has been .added by a 
forger. 

The copy C is the one mentioned by the 
late Major Harrington. According to his let
ter, the sans-serif surcharge is here superim
posed in the fancy type. 

Having recogni:ced the copy A as a forgery, 
the question arises whether the other two 
copies, in fact all other copies of this item 

which might still exist, are .also fakes. The 
following considerations must lead to the con
clusion that all stamps with this type of double 
surcharge are bogus varieties: 

( 1) The Mafeking sta,mps were surcharged 
by machine, and at each stroke of the machine 
a complete row of six stamps was overprinted. 
Thus, every stamp in a row should show the 
surcharge in the same position, in the same 
alignment. The three copies mentioned show 
the surcharges all in 1·a.ryin,q positions. One 
cannot contend that perhaps a number of rows 
of this "error" was misprinted, causing a 
different alignment at a later stage. Too 
few copies have come to light for that. Any
way, the fact that the position of the sur
charges should be different on each of the 
three copies we know, makes them all highly 
suspicious. 

(2) The fact that one copy (copy A) is a 
definite forgery, makes other specimens of 
this peculiar variety suspicious, too. 

(3) A "double surcharge" error, as any 
error, is only possible jnadvertently through 
a mistake of the printer or through a fault of 
the machine which gets stuck. As the cata
logues show, this has actually happened in 
several formes. There is even the triple sur
charge S.G. llb, caused by "trembling" of the 
machine. But such an "error" can happen 
naturally only with one and the same type. If 
the two overprints are of different type, the 
adding of the second! type can only have been 
done intentionally. 

( 4) It is impossible that the printer was the 
one who added the second overprint. His only 
reason for adding a second over11rint could 
only be a very faulty printing of the first 
surcharge. Mr. V. F. James, who tries to de
fend copy A, mentions indeed that "the unrler 
surcharge appears to he somewhat faintly 
printed or under-inked," giving this as pos
sible reason for the r,;econd overprint. I am 
rather surprised at Mr. James' statement, as 
both overprints on copy A appear to me suf
ficiently distinct and readable, although I have 
only the reproduction of copy A in Mr. James' 
list to judge from. Anyway, this copy we 
found to be a fake for other reasons. But 
what about the other two copies? Here, both 
overprints are definitely clear and distinct, 
so that a genuine r~ason for the printer to 
add a second surcharge is non-exiBtent. I 
might add that in general the Mafeking 
authorities did not, and could not worry much 
about perfect appearance of the stamps and 
their printings, considering the extraordinary 
conditions of a siege. 

(Continued on page 46). 
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Special Offer-
1. Free French Equatorial Africa 

overprinted LIBRE, set of 30, 
all different, postage .. Price 25/-

2. As above, but used . . . . ,, 37 /6 
3. Air Mails, 5 different, including 

50 francs. . . . . . . . . Price 17 /6 
4. As above, but used, including 

50 francs ........ · .... Price 25/-
5. Blocks of 4 of the mint can be sup-

plied pro rata. 
Collectors are requested to send "Want 
Lists" of new issues, etc., which will 
receive my prompt .and personal 

attention. 
Wanted to Buy -

Collections for spot cash. Any country 
special:zed or general collections. High
est prices paid. Why not get cash for 
any size collection or stock on the spot ? 

Offers solicited. 

I E. BLUM 
·--~ P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN !~~---~-. ~E=st=abl=ish=ed=in=S=ou=th=A=fri=ca=si=nc=e =193=0. ~ ~i~ First class references. 

EJ,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,, ...... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,, .. ,., .. ,,,.,G 

~~=B. & K. ~~~ 
The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of 
.a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 

_ 86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. . m ............................................................................... ,u,1111111@ 

[:)1111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111•0 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. ~ 
covers and rarieties wanted hv 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria: 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch Belgian Danish, Por
tuguese; .all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Wanted. - Clean, well-centred Cape 
Rectangulars up to and including 
C.A. issues, either mint - or lightly 
cancelled. 

Schofield, Rand Club, Johannesburg. 
Wanted.-New or secondhand copy 

"Ships on stamps," by Rowland H. 
Hill. Also stamps depicting boats, 
ships, railways, motor vehicles. 

S. L. Crozet, Box 145, Germiston. 
C:J,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111118 

COLONIAL CHANGES . 
Ceylon is to have a new 5c stamp, in the 

general design of the K.G. V 20c but without 
the words "Postage .and Revenue." 

Gibraltar.-The Hd. is to be lilac instead 
of red-brown. 

s .. ,.,.,..,~:;•;•:;~:~:.,.,:~•..,;•~~•~~;""';~•~~"";;•;-~;•~~""'~~{'~~•~~•~~""""'"'"'""""'"""'"1 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at over 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
m1111111111111111111111111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111u1.11u1111111111u1111111111111111111111111111111111,,,,,,u,,,,,,,,,,,, .......... , ....................................... ,,.,1,111[i 
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Union Officials 
A CLASSIFICATION AND 

CHECK LIST. 

By A. LICHTENSTEIN. 

Hardly any branch of Union Philately has 
been so much neglected by our '"specialist" 
collectors, . students and writers, as our 
"OFFICIAL" stamps, and the consequent lack 
of knowledge of this subject among collectors 
both at home and abroad is truly appalling. 
The writer of this modest contribution has 
been waiting for up-to-date re-issues of the 
Simenhoff "Standard Catalogue" or the Natal 
Philatelic Society's "Handbook" 0:-1 Union 
stamps, as additional information is badly 
needed by collectordom generally. However, 
as neither of these publications are likely to 
put in an appearance "for the duration," the 
following notes and list are offered to those 
interested as an attempt ai; bringing some 
semblance of order into the maze and welter 
of mixed-up issues and printings which con
stitute the chapter "Union Officials." 

The collector who attempts arranging his 
"OfficiaF' collection bv either the Simenhoff 
or Natal Handbooksl ~-ill rnon come to a dead 
end, as only·, the very earliest issues hrc dealt 
with in these works. Gibbons Catalogue, by 
its very nature of a "world" catalogue, cannot 
possibly be expected to specialise in "Official" 
printings, however apparent these may be to 
the · trained eye, While the followir;g notes 
are 'likely to be more comprehensive than any 
other study yet appeared jn print, the writer 
nevertheless feels that they are not neces
sarily complete, and he will be interested to 
learn of any omissions, - etc., to enable him 
to revise the list accor<lingly, · 

It has of late years become the fashion 
among some philatefic writers to pose as self
appointed critic& of the actions of the govern
ments of nations-even to the extent of is
suing- comic-opera "warnings.'' Some of these 
writers have seen fit/ to decry our "Officials" 
as unnecessary, farcical and-what-net, there
by betraying their ignorance of the facts 
underlying the issuance of these stamps. These 
facts are briefly as follows: The passing of 
the "Statute of Westminster," of 1926, by our 
Parliament and that of Great Britain estab
lished South Africa as a Sovereign Independ
ent State in the British Commonwealth of 
Nations. This Act was automatically followed 
by increased diplomatic and other govern
mental activity abroad- -our Pictorial stamps 
were issued as a further outward expression 
of· our raised status. Government Depart
ments enjoy free franking internally, but it 
was for franking government correspondence 
abroad that the overprinted "Official" stamps 
\Vere brought into use. Such "Official" stamps 

are used inter alia on documents sent to the 
League of Nations and International Labour 
Bureau at Geneva, and to Union Tl'ade and 
other representatives, abroad; on parcels of 
horticultural and agricultural products and 
other botanical or zoological matter exchanged 
with experimental stations of countries 
abroad. Perishable matter would be sent by 
airmail, necessita_ting the use of high _values, 
-so it is difficult to understand the motive 
of philatelic writers for running· down our 
"Officials"-unless it is interpret{;d,. _as an
other way of •confessing that "they do not 
know and do not want to know"-as one of 
my friends aptly put it recently in these 
columns. 

Two different lines of approach present 
themselves to the student who attempts a 
classification of "Officials," viz.: 

(1) Taking all the stamps of one denomi
nation at a time and classifying these by their 
printings, etc., and 

( 2) establishing a sequence of issues or sets 
by grouping together such different denomi
nations as were either issued at approxi .. 
mately the same period, or show the same 
characteristics of the overprint. 

Both methods will be dealt with in the fol
lowing lines, with cross-references where de
sirable. The reader is requested to bear in 
mind some points relating to nomenclature, 
terms and abbreviations used hereunder: 
Dates of Issue: These have been taken over 
from the two handbooks named above, and 
from records published in the pages of the 
"S.A. Philatelist" from time to time, besides 
from notes made by the writer. Unfortunately, 
these records are incomplete and liable to be 
incorrect, as they are not always· based on the 
factual date of issue but rather on the time 
such issue was observed and recorded. 

Colours: These must not be taken to be 
true in terms of any standard Colour Guide, 
but rather relative to, or in comparison with 
similar stamps, the difference between which 
it is aimed to point out. While · there may 
be some difficulty in allotting any given 
stamp to its correet place on my lists, no such 
difficulty should exist when several different 
stamps of the same denomination nre avail
able for comparison. It may be pointed out 
here, that the detailed descriptions following 
below should be helpful also to collectors of 
the non-overprinted stamps to detel'mine the 
particular issue or printing they belong to. 

Spacings: These are given as "approxi
mg,tely" and to the nearest half millimetre. 
Hardly a sheet exists on which all stamps 
show exactly the same spacing between the 
lines of o/pt,-on some issues one or two 
vertical rows have a wider spacing, in others 
only a few stamps per sheet-in yet others 
it is difficult to find a block of 4 with all 
four stamps showing the same spacing. It has 
therefore been found convenient to indicate 
such variations in spacing by the formula, 
e.g., 12~-13mm. 
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Errors: Here we have two main headings, 
viz.: (a) errors of overprint, and (b) errors 
of the basic stamp. To category (a) belong 
the "'stop" errors of the third and fourth 
issues, where there should have been no stop, 
while group (b) includes stamps with water
mark omitted (L39a) or inverted, ·where it 
sh~uld~have _been normal (L8a). 

Varieties: Here, too, there are the two majn 
groups of (a) overprint, and (b) basic 
stamps, respectively. The object of this 
treatise being to ,attract collectors to a study 
of our- "Officials" and not to frighten them 
away, none of the numerous varieties of 
broken or mutiliated type have been consid
ered in my listings, nor have any of the many 
interesting printing flaws of the basic stamps 
been included. Some varieties, however, de
serve special mention such as: "short L" ( on 
L12, 13, 14, 17, l8, 19, 21) ; "C'' or "G" for 
"0" (in the earlier issues); "OFFISIFEL" 
(third and fourth issues); "retouched ear" 
(Lll); "cobweb" and "dollar" (L23, 32, 37); 
"Caslon" (L18 and 19); "broken chimney" 
(L43, 49); "Ladder" and "antheap" (L45); 
"aeroplane" (L34, 39, 44) ; etc. 

General: All "Official'' overprints are in 
black ink, the work of overprinting being done 
from the very first issue onwards by the Gov
ernment Pi-inter, Pretoria, a:nd not in London, 
as erroneously stated by Simenhoff (p. 41) 
and repeated in Natal (p. 57). Information 
to this· effect was kindly supplied by the 
P.M.G.; whose courtesy in answering philatelic 
questions is greatly appreciated and herewith 
acknowledged. The 2d. Kings Head, it is be
lieved, was overprinted in panes of 60 ( 6 x 
10), the ~d., ld. and Gd. Pictorial in half 
sheets of 120 ( 12 x lO), and the oblong 
Pictorials ( 2d., etc.) in panes of 60 or half 
sheets of 60 ( 6 x 10). Correspondence with 
the P.M.G. has elicited the fact that "on each 
occasion a quantity of stamps is overprinted, 
a new frame is set up for the job, naturally 
resulting in a slight variation in the distance 
between the lines of overprint" and: "when 
it is necessary to augment the supplies of 
"Official''- stamps, the requisite quantity is 
taken -from the current working stock which, 
in effect, means that the oldest supply on 
hand. is used for the purpose." (From P.M.G.'s 
letter of 5/3/42). 

A l>breviations used: 
N . ...::.... Natal Phil. Soc. Handbook numb2r 
S. - Simenhoff Catalogue number 
G. - Gibbons Catalogue number 
L. - number given on my Check List 

(q.v.) 
Follows a listing "by denominations," the 

main object here being to point out the dis
tinguishing features of the various basic 
stamps and their overprints, so as to enable 
collectors to classify their "Officials.'' 

ONE HALFPENNY. 

(a) On London Pictorial, issued 1/12/26. 
O/pt reading up, with stops. Jet-black and 

br1ght glossy green. ( S. 0 l, N9:35, G. 0 l, 
L2). It is quite easy to distinguish it from . 

(b) On Pretoria flat plate I ptg., (1927), 
which has th.e same o/pt but pale grey-black 
centres with dull blue-green frames. ( S. 0 5, 
N945, G. 0 l, L6). 

From here on all Jd. Off. ha1Je the o/pt 
reading down. 

(c) On Pretoria flat plate 2, dull black 
and pale green, no stops, o/pt spaced 13~ mm. 
between lines. June, 1929, (S. 0 11, N9571 

G. 0 8, Lll). 
(d) As (c) but jet-black and bright green, 

1930, no stops except on ten stamps per sheet, 
which have a full stop after Offisieels 6 on 
Afrikaans and 4 on English stamps. ( S. 0 11, 
N957, G. 0 8, Ll2) 

( e) On Rotary ptg. plate I, January, l93l. 
Normal wmk., jet-black and dark green, heavy 
type o/pt spaced from 9 to 12~ mm. No stop:::i 
except on ten stamps-the same as ( d). 
(Note: The chief difference between the flat
plate and rotary printings lies in the tail 
of the "R" of AFRIC (K) A, which is curled 
on flat-plate, and straight down on roto 
stamps. (S. 0 16, N1015, G. 0 11, L17) 

(f) On roto plate 2 (showing "cobweb," 
"dollar," etc., flaws), wmk. normal, jet-black 
and bluish-green, o/pt in much thinner, clear 
type, spaced 12i-13½ mm. No stops. (Nl026, 
G. 0 12, L 23). Issued July, 1932. 

(g) On roto plate 3 (variety "large C" on 
No. 3 row 11), jet-black and pale blue-g-reen, 
normal wmk. 1933 ( ?). Heavy, clear type o/pt, 
12~-13~ mm. (N 1028, G. 0 12, L 28) 

(h) On roto pl. 2 cleaned (with "broken or 
splintered horns" on every stamp). Oct., 1933, 
wmk. inverted, smudgy black and dark green, 
o/pt in heavy type, shiny ink, 12i-13 mm. 
(Nl032, G. 0 12, L 82) 

(i) On roto pl. 2 (re-cleaned) July, 1934, 
normal wmk., soft grey-black and light to dePp 
green. O/pt heavy, sometimes shiny, 12}-l:3 
mm. (N 1032, G. 0 12, L 37) 

(j) Roto hyplumated I (ba,,,ic stamp G. 54) 
April, 1937, normal wmk., jet-black to bi-own
ish--black and _ deep bright green, thin clear 
type o/pt, ·12J-lal mm. (G. O 23, L 41) 

(k) Roto hyphenated II (thin arrows and 
black sheet -numbers, basic stamp .GGG-) July, 
1~38, normal wmk., brown-black an~l

1 
dark 

olive-green, clear nanower o/pt 12-12!.! mm. 
(G. 0 ·24, L 46) 

(1) Roto hyphenated II (heavy black arrows 
and bright blue sheet numbers, basic stamp 
G.55) normal wmk., sepia-brown .and deep 
blue-green, clear o/pt, lB-12~ mm. ( G. 0 24, 
L 55) 

ONE PENNY. 

(a) On London Pictorial. l/12/26. O/pt up, 
with stops, 12§ mm. ( S. 0 2, N 936, G. 0 2, 
L 3). It can easily be distinguished by its 
colour from 

(b) Pretoria flat plate 1, 1~27. London ptg.: 
jet.:.black and glossy scarlet, Pretoria ptg.: 
very dull grey-black .and pale carmine. ( S. 0 
G, N 948, G. 0 2, L 7) 
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From here vn nll id. Officio,ls !w1•e U1e o/pt 
reading dmon. 

(c) On Pretoria flat pl.ate 3, grey-black and 
carmine, no stops, o/pt spaced 131 mm. June, 
1929. (S. 0 6, N 958, G. 0 :9, L 13) 

( d) On Rotary ptg., pl. 1 ( control "B," no 
arro~s) normal wmk., jet-black and bright 
carmme, heavy type o/pt, 13½ mm., no stops 
except on ten stamps per sheet (6 on Afr., 4 
on Engl.). Sept., 1930. (S. 0 15, N 1035, G. 
0 13, L 18) 

(e) On roto pl. 7 (no control letters, fine 
red arrows) inverted wmk., dull black and dull 
lake-carmine, heavy type o/pt 12½ mm., ten 
stops as on (d). June, 1931. (S. 0 17, N 1046 
G. 0 13, L 19) ' 

(f) On roto pl. 7, .July, 1932, inverted wmk., 
dull black and dull carmine, much thinner 
o/pt (as M. f) 12½-13½ mm., no stops. Nl050 
G. 0 13, L 24) ' 

(g) On Roto pl. 3 (basic stamp G. 43a). 
Oct., 1933, normal wmk., pale black and pale 
rose-carmine, heavy o/pt in shiny ink (.as ~d. 
h) 12½ to 13 mm. (N --, G. 0 14, L 33) 

(h) On roto hyphenated pl. 10, inverted 
wmk., pale brownish grey and deep carmine 
'lssued 1935. Clear o/pt 12½-13½ mm. (Nl052

1 

G. 0 25, L38) ' 
(i) Roto hyph. pl. 11, inverted wmk., deep 

iron grey and lake carmine, 1936, clear heavy 
typ~ o/pt 12~-13½ mm. (G. 0 25, L 42) 

(J) Roto hyph. pl. 12 ("phantom ship" No. 
1 row 8, fine red arrows, sheet Nos. in black) 
Dec., 1937. Normal wmk., deep grey-brown 
and rose-carmine, clear type o/pt 12½-13 mm. 
(G. 0 25, L 47) ' 

(k) Roto hyph. pl. 12, ("Phantom ship," 
fine red arrows, no sheet Nos.) July, 1938, 
normal wmk., pale olive-black and brio-ht 
carmine, clear type, narrower spacing lH-12i 
mm. (G. 0 25, L 48) 

(l) Roto hyph. pl. 13 ("Phantom ship" cor
rected, broad red block .arrows, sheet Nos. 
in black) June, 1940, normal wmk., deep olive
black and deep carmine, clear o/pt lH-121 
mm. (G. 0 25, L 56) 

THREE HALFPENCE. 
(a) On Roto pl. 1, with gold-bronze centres, 

July, 1938, inverted wmk., clear o/pt 20-21 
mm. (G. 0 26, L 43) 

(b) Roto pl. 1, gold-bronze, normal wmk., 
Jan., 1939, clear o/pt 20-21 mm. (G. 0 26 
L 49) ' 

( c) Roto pL 2 ( "broken chimney" cor
.l'ected) Fehr., 1940, normal wmk., oliv·e-brown 
and pale blue-green, clear type, 20 mm. (L 57) 

( d) Roto pl. 2, April, 1941, normal wmk., 
yellow-brown and deep blue-green, thin type, 
19-20 mm. (L 58) 

TWOPENCE. 
(a) On King's Head, purple, issued 1/12/26. 

O/pt up with stops, 12½ mm. Dull or shiny 
o/pt. (S. 0 3, N 939, G. 0 3, L 1) 

(b) On London Pictorial pl. 1 (printed in 
sheets of 120, divided into two panes of 60 
each. One perf. hole round sheet, gutter be
tween panes perforated through horizontally). 

(;rey-hlack and marone, o/pt, no stops, 17 ~ 
mm. (8. 0 !>, N !)5;~, G. 0 G, L 5) 

( c) On London Pict. pl. 1 (as b) above) 
and pl. 2 (printed in sheets of 240, divided 
into 4 panes of 60 each. No perf. holes round 
sheet, but horizontal gutters perf. through 
vertically, vertical gutters not perf. throuo-h, 
Plate variety split "d" of "2d." once per 
sheet). Jan., 1980, o/pt up, no stops, 19 mm. 
(S. 0 14, N 1000, G. 0 6, L 10) 
F'rom here on all 2d. Officials have the o/pt 

reading down. 
(d) On Rotary pl. 1, July, 1931, normal 

wmk., greenish grey and dull mauve, heavy 
type o/pt 21-22 mm. ( S. 0 18, N 1054, G. 0 
15, L 20) 

(e) On roto pl. 1, August, 1932, normal 
wmk., greenish-grey and brig-ht mauve, much 
thinner o/pt 21-22 mm. (N 1060, G. 0 15, 
L 25) 

( f) Roto pl. 2 ( retouch No. 4 row 1) nor
mal wmk., grey-green and bright purple, May, 
1934, heavy type o/pt 21 mm. (G. 0 15, L 29) 

(g) Roto pl. 3, inverted wmk., Dec., 1937, 
slate-black and deep purple, heavy shiny o/pt 
21 mm. (G. 0 15, L 34) 

(h) Roto on pl. 3, July, 1938, normal wmk., 
bluish slate and dark purple, he.avy type o/pt 
21 1nm. (G. 0 15, L 39). Error: no wmk., 
found on part of vertical row 1 of one sheet 
(L 39a) 

(i) Roto pl. 3 (basic stamp G. 44b) Jan., 
1939, normal wmk., indi)go-blue and violet, 
clear type o/pt 20-21 mm. (G. 0 15a, L 44) 

(j) Roto hyphenated, Feu., 1940, normal 
wmk., blue and violet, clear type o/pt 21 mm. 
(L 50) 

SIXPENCE. 
(a) On London Pictorial, l/12/26. O/pt up, 

with stops, 12~ mm. Bright deep green and 
bright brownish-orange, glossy appearance. 
(S. 0 4, N941, G. 0 4, L 4) 

{b) On Pretoria flat plate, o/pt up, with 
stops, 12~ mm. Dull green and dull reddish
orange, flat appearance. 1927. (S. 0 'l, N 950, 
G. 0 4, L 8) Error: Inverted wmk. (S. 0 7a, 
N 951, L Sa) 

(c) Pretoria flat plate, o/pt up, no stops, 
11} mm., U>28. (S. 0 10, N 954, G. 0 7, L 9) 
From here on all ad. Official.~ hnve the o/pt 

reading clown. 
( d) Pretoria flat plate, June, 1929, heavy 

dull or shiny o/pt, rn~-15 mm. Ten stops per 
sheet ( 6 Afr. 4 Eng.). S. 0 13, N 960, G. 0 
10, L 14) 

(e) On Rotary pl. 1, (no arrows) August, 
1931, inverted wmk. dull or glossy heavy o/pt 
12~-13 mm. 10 stops per sheet. Colour bright 
green and orange. (S. 0 19, N 1062, G. 0 16, 
L 21) 

(f) Roto pl. 1 (no arrows) invtd. wmk., 
deep green and pale orange-buff, thin clear 
jet-black o/pt 12½ mm. August, 1932, as id. 
f) and ld. f). (N 1068, G. 0 16, L 26) 

(g) Roto pl. 2 (with .arrows) invtd. wmk., 
dark green and orange, heavy shiny o/pt 12½-
13Q mm. October, 1933 (N 1070, C. 0 16, L 35) 

(h) Roto pl. 2 (arrows) invtd. wmk., bright 
green and orange-brown. December, 1937, 
clear type o/pt 12i-13?t mm. (G. 0 16, L 40) 
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(i) Roto hyphenated I (basic stamp G.61, 
SUIV-AFRIKA 16 mm. long) normal wmk., 
dark green and deep red-vermillion. April, 
1938. Clearo/pt 1H-12t mm. (G. 0 28, L 45) 

(j) Roto hyph. II (basic stamp G.61a, S-A 
17 mm. long). January, 1939, normal wmk., 
dark green and bright vermiliion. Heavy type 
o/pt 12-12~ mm. (G. 0 28a, L 51). 

ONE SHILLING. 

(a) On London Pictorial pl. 2 (compare 
2d. pl. 2) January, 1930, heavy o/pt reading 
down, 1n-1s~ mm., no stops except on No. 1 
row 10 after Official (N 1004, G. 0 21, L 15) 

(b) On Rotary pl. 1 (first stp. on sheet 
Engl.), "twisted horn" on No. 5 row 1) _ Oc
tober, 1932. Inverted wmk., pale brown and 
deep dull blue, smudgy o/pt 19 mm. (N 1072, 
G. 0 17, L 27) 

( c) On Roto pl. 1, 1933, inverted wmk., 
deep brown and deep dull blue, clear o/pt 21 
mm. (N 1074, G. 0 18, L 27a) 

( d) On . roto pl. 2i ( first stp. on sheet Afr .. 
"twisted horn" corrected) April, 1936; normal 
wmk., dark sepia-brown and deep dark blue, 
clear type o/pt 20?!-21 mm. (N 1074, G. 0 18, 
L 30) 

(e) Roto hyphenated, 1939, normal wmk., 
blackish-brown and violet-blue1 clear type o/pt 
20-21 mm. (L 52) 

HALF-A-CROWN. 

(a) On London Pictorial pl. 1, January, 
1930. Heavy type o/pt reading down 17i-18~ 
mm., no stops except after Official on No. 1 
row 10. (N 1010, G. 0 22, L 16) 

(b) On London pl. 1 ( ?) November, 1932. 
Thin clear type, 18 mm., no stops. (N -, 
G. 0 22, L 22) 

(c) On Rotary, February, 1933, normal 
wmk., dark green and purple-brown, clear 

heavy type o/pt 17 J-l8J mm. N. 1078, G. 0 
rn, L :H) 

( d) On roto, April, J!➔ 34, normal wmk., dark 
green and brown, clear shiny o/pt, 21 mm. 
(N 1079, G. 0 20, L 36) 

(e) Roto, Nov., 1939, normal wmk., dull 
dark blue and reddish-brown, thin clear type, 
21 mm. (G. 0 20, L 59) 

FIVE SHILLINGS. 
(a) Rotary printing, normal wmk., black 

.and dark grey-green. March, 1940. Thin clear 
type 18 mm. (L 53) 

TEN SHILLINGS. 
(a) Rotary printing, normal wmk., ultra

marine and sepia. March, 1940. Thin clear 
type, 19 mm. (L 54). 

Note: Attention is drawn to the dates 
kindly supplied by the P.M.G. for the four 
issues of the Hd vahie, according to wliich 
the "no longer gold" stamps were o/ptd. in 
February, 1940, whereas the un-overprinted 
stamps are recorded as havi11g first been is
sued in August, 1940. 

In the Check List below, the letter in 
brackets after each stamp indicates that 
stamp's place on the preceding "denomina
tional" listing. For reasons of brevity all tlie 
details given above are not repeated in tlie 
Check List, only essential points being men
tioned in the latter. It is hoped that collec
tors of "Officials" will find the following 
tabulation of assistance in the arrangement of 

· their collection-if ,anyone has difficulty in 
classifying these stamps, the writer will be 
glad to do the numbering for him, free of 
charge, provided the stamps to be classified 
are mounted on a sheet, and that a stamped 
addressed envelope for reply be enclosed. 

CHECK LIST. 

First Issue, December l, 1926. 0 /pt up, with stOj)S. ) 

L ]. 2d. King's Head, purple, dull or shiny o/pt (a) ) 
2. id. London Pictorial, jet-black and bright green (a) 
'") ld. London Pictorial, jet-black and scarlet (a) ~ ,), 

4. fid. London Pictorial, green and orange (a) ~ Second Is.c;ue, 1927-1928. O/pt up, with stops ( exc. 5 and r)). 
$ r,, 2d. London pictorial, no stops, spaced 1 n mm. (b) 

o. id. Pretoria flat plate pictorial,1 with stops (b) 
7. ld. Pretoria flati, plate pictorial, with stops (b) 
8. 6d. Pretoria. flat plate pictorial, with stops (b) I) 
Sa. Error: inverted watermark 
!). (id. Pretoria flat plate pictorial, with stops (c) "1 

J 

Thrird Issue, June, 1929 to 1930. No stops. 
10. 2d. London Pictorial, o/pt up, spaced 19 mm. (c) t., 

From here on all stamps have the o/pt reading down. 
11. ~d. Pretoria flat platet grey and green (c) ~ 12. !id. Pretoria flat plate, black and bright green (d) 
12a. Error: stop after Offisieel on English stamp 
12h. Error: stop after Offisieel on Afrikaans stamp 
13. ld. Pretoria flat plate, grey and carmine (c) 
14. 6d. Pretoria flat plate, green and orange (d) 
14a. Error: stop after Offisieel on English stamp 
14b. Error: stop after Offisieel on Afrikaans stamp 
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Pourth Issiw, January, 1930, to 11uyu:;l', Hl31. Hewvy Type. 
15. ls. London Pictorial, 1 n to mi mm. 
15a. Error: stop after Official 
16. 2s. 6d. London Pictorial, 1 n to 18~ mm. 
16a. Error: stop after Official 
17. }d. rotary, normal wmk., 9-12~ mm. 
17a. Error: stop .after Offisieel on English stamp 
17b. Error: stop after Offisieel on Afrikaans stamp 
18. ld. rotary, pl. 1, B control, normal wmk. 
18a. Error: stop after Offisieel on English stamp 
18b. Erro1:: ,stop after Offisieel on Afrikaans stamp 
19. ld. toto pl. 7, invtd. wmk. 
19a. Error: stop after Offisieel on English stamp 
19b. Error: stop after Offisieel on Afrikaans stamp 
20. 2d. rofo, pl. 1, normal wmk., greenish and mauve 

-21. -6d. roto•, -bright green and orange 
21a; Error: stop after Offisieel on English stamp 
21b. Error: st9p after Offisieel on, Afrikaans stamp 

Filth Issue, July-November, 1932, thin "skeleton" type. 
:- · ·22.- ' 2s. 6d. London Pic:torial, 18 mm. 

23. M. roto pl. 2, normal wmk. 12f!-13~ mm. 
24. ld. roto pl. 7, invtd. wmk., 12f!-13! mm. 
25. 2d. roto pl. 1, normal wmk., 21 mm. 
26. 6d. roto deep green and orange-buff 
27. ls. roto pl. 1, invtd. wmk., 19 mm. 
27a. ls. roto pl. 1, invtd. wmk., 21 mm. 

Sixth Issue, 1933 to 1934. 
28. 1d. roto pl. 3, normal wmk., 12f! mm. 
29. 2d. roto pl. 2, normal wmk., greenish and purple 
30. ls. roto pl. 2, normal wmk., 20~ mm. 
31. 2s. 6d. roto normal wmk., 17½1, to 18~ mm. 

32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 

-3'"i. 
38. 
39. 
39a. 
40. 

41. 
42. 
,rn. 
44. 
4G. 

Seventh IsswJ, October, 1933-TJecembeir, 1937, shiny o/pt. 
ict. roto pl. 2, invtd. wmk., "broken horns" 
1d. roto pl. 8, normal wmk.~ (G. No. 43a) 
2d. roto pl. 3, invtd. wmk., slate and purple 
6d. roto pl. 2, dark green and oran1ge 
2s. 6d. roto normal wmk.r dark green and brown, 21 mm. 

Eighth Issue, July, 1934-Ju,ly, 1938, clear bold type. 
1d. roto pl. 2, normal wmk., "soft grey centres" 
ld. roto pl. 10, hyphenated, invtd. wmk. 
2d. roto pl. 3, normal wmk., bluish and purple 
Error: no watermark 
6d. roto pl. 2, bright green and orange-brown 

Ninth Issue, 1936 to 1939,_ clear type. 
M. hyphenated I, (G. 54) rto:dnal w~k. 
ld. hyphenated pl. 11, invtd. wmk. 
Ud. hyphenated pl. 1, invtd. wmk., "gold" 
2d. roto pl. 3, normal wmk., indigo and violet 
(Jd. hyphenated I ( G. 61) S-A 16 mm. pl. 3 

Tenth Issue, December, 1937, to March, 1!)40, thin type. 

4G. }d. hyphenated II, re--drawn { G. 55) 
47. ld. hyphenated pl. ]2, normal wmk., 121-13: mm. 
48. ld. hyphenated pl. 12, normal wmk., lH-121 mm. 
49.r Ud. hyphenated, pl. l normal wmk., "gold" 
50 2d. hyphenated blue and violet 
51. 6d. hyphenated pl. 4, S-k·l 7 mm. 
52. ls. hyphenated normal wmk:,· 20-21 mm. 
53. 5s. hyphenated normal wmk., 18 mm. 
54. 10s. hyphenated normal wmk., 19 mm. 

Eleventh Issue, 1939-1941, thin clear type. 
55. M. hyph/0,nated, ( G. 55) sepia and blue-green 
56. ld. hyphenated pl. 13, normal wmk. 
57.r._}Hrl. hyphenated pl. 2, olive-brown and blue-green 
58.'' Hd. hyphenated pl. 2, .yellow-:brown and deep green 
59. 2s. 6d. roto, normal wmk.~_ blue and• ied,.brown_ 

(a) ~ I 

(a) ~~ 

( e) I\ 

(d) t) 

(b) )..')-
(f) I'), 

(f) I~ 
(e) 1{ 
(f) . ,,. 
(b) I·, 
(c) ,~ 

(h) 
(g) 
(g) 
(g) 
(d) 

(i) 
(h) 
(h) 

(h) 

(j) 
( i) 
(a) 
( i) 
(i) 

(k) 
(j) 
(k) 
(b) 
(j) 
(j) 
(e) 
(a) 
(a) 

(1) 
(l) 
(c) 
(~) 
(~.) 

-''· 
I~ 
~ v. 
Ii. .· 
~o 

')._,'.la 

~--: 
~-!o-
..... 

~--1-
'j,c.( 
).~· ... 
'}.) 
).,tr,-., 

'l.C, 
lo ~. 
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The ~Q~t~l StatiQnery of the Union of South Africa 
By SAM LEGATOR. 

(Continued from page 32 of March issue). 

1942, January- (1) POSTCARDS (continued) 

1d. PICTORIAL POSTCARDS. 

Inte,nded for local use. Sold in packets of 
12 at .9d. per packet. Printed in English a.nd 
Afrikaans. The scene occupies about half the 
space of the address side. Stamp solid back
ground. Inscribed on English Card: "Postage 
Revenue." "Posseel-Inkomste" on Afrikaans 
Card. 32 different scenes in the set. 

(As the stamps are inscribed Postage and 
Revenue, it would be interesting to know if 
the cards would be accepted in place of re
venue stamps). 

P.22. ENGLISH first, and AFRIKAANS. 
½cl. Green on White Card. 

P.23. AFRIKAANS first, and ENGLISH. 
M. Gree;n on White. 

On English Card-
POST CARD. POSKAART. 

On Afrikaans Cards-
PO SKAART. POSTCARD. 

UNION COAT OF ARMS. 

"For Address Only." 
"Alleen vir die Adres.'' 
Scenes: 

Albert Falls, Albertvalle, Natal. 
Blaauwbergstrand, Cape-Kaap. 
Canon, Old Fort-Kanon, Ou Fort. ("Can• 

. non" spelt wrongly). Durban. 
Dwars River-Dwarsrivier, Ceres, Cape

Ceres, Kaap. 
Govt. Bldlgs.-Goew. Geboue, Bloem-

fontein. (Pond in front). 
Johannesburg. 
Kruger National Park (Elephant).-
N asionale Krugerwildtuin. 
Kruger National Park. (Buck)-
N asionale Krugerwildtuin. 
Lighthouse-Lighuis, Port Elizabeth. 
Marine Drive-Seeweg Cape-Kaap. 
Modder River-Modderrivier, Bloemfon-

tein. 
National Park-Nasionale Park, Drakens-
. berg. 

· Rhoner Cape-'-Kaap. r·• 
The t Castle-Die Kastee1, Cape Tow.n-

Kaapstad. 
Union ~Buildings-JJniegebou, Pretoria. 
Vaal ·'.)River-Vaafrivier, Parys, O.F.S.

. Parys; O.V.S. 
War ' Memorial · - Oorlogsgedenkteke,11 

Durban. 
Baboon Castle, Oribi, Natal. 

Die Drosdyhek - The Drosdy Gate, 
Grahamstad-Grahamstown. 

Die Raadsaal-The Raadsaal, BlO'emfontein. 
Goew. Geboue-Govt. Buildings, Bloem-

fontein. ( Monument in front). 
Goudmyn-Gold, Johannesburg. 
Groote Schuur, Rondebosch, Kaap-Cape. 
Hermanus, Kaap-Cape. 
Howickvalle-Howick Falls; Natal. 
Johannesburg - Vanaf Mynhope - From 

Mine Dumps. 
Kaaimansvalle -- Kaaiman's Falls, Wilder

. _ :njss, ;,'l\.aap:-Wilderness.., Cap§,_ 
Kampsbaai-Camps Bay, Ka11p§tad-Cape 

To.wn. 
lY.[agoebaskloof N oord/N orth Transvaal. 
N asiornde :" 'Krugerwildtui_n __ {'.ki<m) Kruger 

National Park. 
Umlaa·svalle-Umlass Falls, Natal. 
Voortrekkermuseum, Pietermaritzburg. 

(2) IJETTERCARDS. 
When open 189 x 140 mm. (appr.). 
The size of all Letter Cards when folded is 

practically the same as that of Postcards. 
The inside edges are gummed, and the edges 

all round .are perforated. When folded the 
card only shows three perforl;lted · edges. 

On the front, in addition to the stamp, are 
the Union Coat of Arms, between the words: 

LETTERCARD. BRIEFKAART. 
1913-

The first issue of Union Letter Cards . 
Stamped only for Local use. 
Head of King Geo. V. Inscription in Eng

lish and Dutch, as follows:-
"To open the Letter Card, tear off the edge 

at the perforation." 
"Om deze Briefkaart te openen scheure men 

de rand af langs de geperf oreerde lyn." 
and on the reverse side, instructions re post
age ABROAD. 

"If used for transmission abroad the addi
tional postage required should be sup
plied by means of adhesive stamps." 

"By verzending naar het buitenlande moet 
het meerdere postgeld door zegels wor
den aangevuld." 

L.1. ld. I:,ed on Grey .. 
VARIETIES. 

L.la. ld. Red on Grey. Card Double Per
forated. 

L.lb. ld. Red on Grey. Card Not Perforated. 
1920-

INCREASE IN POSTAGE RATES. 
Card inscribed as- above. 

L.2. Hd. Brown on Grey Card; 
L.2a. Hd. Orange Brown on Grey, 
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1930-
CHANGE FROM DUTCH TO AFRIKAANS. 

NEW DESIGN. 
Van Riebeek's Ship. Inscribed: South 

Africa. Suidafrika. 
Card inscribed as follows:-
"To open the Letter Card, tear off the edge 

at the perforation." 
"Om hierdie Briefkaart oop te maak, moet 

die rand langs die geperforeerde lijn 
afbeskeur word." 

and on the reverse side:-
"IF used for transmission abroad the addi

tional postage required should be sup
plied by means of adhesive stamps." 

"Bij versending na die Buiteland moet die 
hoer posgeld deur middel van seels 
aangevul word." 

L.3. ld. Red on Grey. 

1931-
POSTAGE RATES AGAIN INCREASED. 

New Design of 2d. Stamp. New type of 
Springbok's Head. 

Card changed from Grey to Cream. 
Stamps now inscribed "Unie van Suid

afrika." "Union of South Africa." 
Instructions as previous issue. 
L.4. 2d. Red on Cream Card. 

1933-
POSTAGE RATES ONE PENNY. 

Design back again to Van Riebeek's ship. 
Frame surrounding ship in new design. 

English wording first. 
L.5. ld. Carmine on Cream. 

1941-
AIRMAIL ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER 

CARDS. 

Special rate of 3d. per Card. 
Printed in English and Afrikaans, with a 

dash of French. "Par Avion-By Air Mail
Per Lugpos." 

Printed on white paper, and partly blue on 
inside, thus making letter opaque when folded. 

Although the cards are bilingual the form 
of wording remains the same on the English 
and Afrikaans. The only change is in the 
stamp, which is the same as the contemporary 
8d. adhesive, printed in English and Afrikaans. 
This applies to the first issues. In the pre
sent issue ( HJ42) there is a change in the 
stamp. The stamp now appears in the former 
3d. die (1927-28 type). 

A point of interest in the first issue was 
that all the cards with the English worded 
stamp, were numbered in black on the inside 
fold, whereas the Afrikaans stamped Card 
was not. In later issues, however, the num
bering was omitted. 

L.6. 3d. Blue. Bilingual Card. Stamp -in
scribed in English and Card numbered. 

L.6a. 3d. Blue. Bilingual Card. Stamp in
scribed in English and NOT numbered. 

L.7. 3d. Blue. Bilingual Card. Stamp inscrib
ed in Afrikaans not numbered. 

L.8. 3d. Deep Blue. Bilingual Card. Stamp 
inscribed in English. NEW Die. 

L.9. 3d. Deep Blue. Bilingual Card. Stamp 
inscribed in Afrikaans. NEW Die. 

(To be continued). 

(Concluded from page 88). 

( 5) The adding of the second ( sans-serif) 
type by the official printer is highly improb
able also for the following reason: All copies 
of the ls. on 4d. ( S.G. 11), incl. catalogued 
errors, were issued on 29th March already. 
There were altogether 29 sheets resp. 116 
panes of this denomination "on the counter." 
Nearly a full month passed, when the use of 
sans-serif lettering was decided! The fancy 
surcharged ls. on 4d. must have been sold 
out by then, especially as one of the first 
stamps with the sans-serif type was another 
ls. issue ( S.G. 14), issued on 25th April. In 
any case, one cannot imagine that after such 
a comparatively long time some stamps should 
have been officially removed again from the 
counter back to the printer for no apparent 
reason. 

( 6) There remains only one possibility to 
def end the item to a certain extent. Is it a 
"variety made to order"? Now and then, opin
ions were voiced that one or the other Mafe
king error was intentionally created to satis
fy speculative minds. That is definitely not 
true. All catalogued Mafeking errors have a 
clean record and a genuine cause for their 
existence. It is not necessary here to prove 
that for each case. Here it might suffice to 
state that the supervision and the control over 
the printing of the stamps was extraordinarily 
strict, as the late siege postmaster, Mr. J. V. 
Howat, wrote to me in detail a few years 
ago. The high officers doing postal duties saw 
to their jobs with the usual military strict
ness. Lieut.-Colonel Lord Edward Cecil had 
the special designation of Military Postal 
Supervisor. Not only the Civil Postmaster, 
Mr. How:at, who was engaged with the sale 
of stamps only, was under strict control, but 
especially so, the printing works of "The 
Mafeking Mail" and its editor, Mr. Whales, 
who undertook the job of overprinting the 
stamps. Even the photographer, Mr. D. Tay
lor, who was in charge of manufacturing the 
blue "local" stamps, was strictly supervised, 
and every bit of the printing paper which was 
marked had to be accounted for. Under such 
strict conditions there was hardly any chance 
that the printer produced varieties intention
ally for speculators. Therefore, one variety 
cannot have even the status of a "made to 
order" variety, which, anyway, would have 
been a rather doubtful consolation. 

SPECIALIZED AUSTRIAN CATALOGUE. 
The Billings Stamp Co., of 151-14, 85th 

Avenue, Jamaica, N.Y., have issued .a priced 
specialized catalogue of the stamps of Aus
tria, including Lombardy, Venetia, occupation 
stamps, and officer abroad (with cancella
tions). It is v,ery well illustrated, goes into 
great detail as to varieties, etc., and should 
be in the hands of all specialists in this 
country. The price is one dollar, 
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Society News 

NYASALAND STA::\II' CLUB. 
At the meeting on 9th February held at Tobacco 

Auction Floors, Limbe, Mr. \V. D. 'Farquhar was in 
the chair. It was dedded to send another parcel 
z,~n~~l;,mps to the "Blackpool Help the Children 

8everal items of interest ,vere read from Journals 
which were passed rouncl : An article on Nyasaland 
was very interesting, another on "Stamps as an 
investment" threw fresh light on certain aspects 
of your hobby. 

Mr. H. Booth showed a selection of thirteen Co 
do Nyasa pictorials, all ,vith inverted centres, a 
number of which are not mentioned tn the catalogue. 
::\Ir. Booth was thanked for his fine display. 

Some thirty-two approval books were on hand 
sttles and exchanges were Yery satisfactory. ' 

L.J.D. 

CAPE TOWN PHILA'l'ELIC SOCIETY. 
President, M. Rothkugel ; Hon. Sec. K. Cameron, 

U, I'ineway, Pinelands, Cape. llleetings, 2nd and 4th 
'l'lmrsdays, Medical House, 35, \Vale Street, Cape 
Town, at 8 p.m. 

. On the ~6th ~ebrnary, 19-lc2, at 8 p.m., the meet
mg of this Society took the form of a Scholars' 
Evening, the venue for this occasion being at the 
tea room of the Wellington Fruit Growers' Associa
tion, Longmarket Street, Capetown. A revival of 
this form o_f entertainment was certainly welcomed 
by the members of the Society, and the evening was 
pronounced by everyone who attended same as a 
great success in every respect, the young guests for 
th~ evening having thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

:rhe attendance was exce·llent, there being about 
85 members and scholars with their friends present 
to take part in this function. Various competitions 
for the scholars were arranged, and most of them 
ha_d brought. their collections to compete for the 
prizes of which there were nunwrous and valuable 
ones for the entries in these competitions. 

The prizes were presented by Mrs. Smith (wife 
of Professor J. J. Smith, of Stellenbosch) who was 
the 1;ecipient of a handsome bouquet of flowers. 

Pnor to the presentation of the prizeH, two in
teresting lectures were delivered, one by Professor 
J. J. Smith, who gave an instructive talk on hob
bies generally, and -stamps in particular. Although 
this ,was addressed principally to the younger mem
bers who had attended ihis function, nevertheless 
there was much of great value even to the older 
collectors of the Society in as mueh as the same was 
made particularly interesting by the illustrations of 
a<"tual stamps and various interesting covers with 
hylJri<l postmarks thereon, taken from the valuable 
collect ion which Professor 8mith possesses. 

Following this, Mr. L. 8irnenhoff exhibited hi8 
most intPresting and eomprchensive coll<~ction of 
stamps relating to matters of t>ducational interest-'--
arts, crafts, science, notable personages, etc. 'l'he 
picturesqueness of many of the exhibits and the 
artistic and careful annotation of these makes this 
collection of great instruetiYc value not alone to 
scholars but to maturer eollectors as ,vell. As usual, 
::\Ir. Simenhoff excelled in his apt and vivid descrip
tion of the special features relating to the stamps. 

Refreshments ,vere provided, and the meeting con
duded with votes of thanks, especially to Professor 
and Mrs. Smith for their preH<mce and :issistance 
given towards making the eyening the great success 
that it was, and finally to tlw members who had 
organised this pleasing function. 

12th March, 1942. This meeting was held, as usual, 
at Medical House, \Vales Street, Capetown, and ·was 
well attended. . 

Mr. E. C. Solomon laid on the table his mag
nificent collection of the stamps of U.S.A. In a most 
interesting talk on the exhibit, he modestly described 
it as "Representative" ; in actual facr, it was a re
markably complete show of the stamps Qf one Qf the 

most ~ighly specialized eotmtric,; in the world. 't'he 
ea_rly 1ss1.1-es were strongly reprPsent<'d, iuelnding 
mmt cop1~s of many of the high yalues. l\lost 0 'f 
the later ~ssues, from 1901 to the present day, wen\ 
complete 111 them~elves, and the picturesqueness of 
the st~mps, especially the Comrnemorati.ves of more 
rcent rnsues, added lustre to the whole exhibit. 

Mr._ C .. 0. Plumbridge, in thanking Mr. Solomon 
f?r Ins d1~piay, paid a fitting tribute to one of the 
fmest exh11J~ts t;ver shown to the Society. 

Two nonunat10ns for !nembership were received. 
~\ vote of congratulat10n to the Patron of th1-' 

Society, the Rt. Hon. Sir l'atrick Duncan on hi::, 
re-electi?n to the position of Governor-Ge'neral of 
the Umon, was unanimously accorded, and wislies 
for a complete recovery from his recent illness were 
expressed. 

RC.S. 

EAST RAND l'HJLA'l'ELIC socrn'l'Y. 
fresident, Mrs. \Voods; Hon. Sec .. E. X. Hio·g 

10.:, Kemston Avenue, Benoni; Jleetings, 3rd 'l'ti';s: 
clays, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent, Benoni. 

The l<'elJruary meeting "·as attt'nded by 13 mPn1-
1Jers and four visitors. Unfortunately the ,Johan
nesburg Society visitors were not able to be present 
as had been arranged. · 

Exhibits: Mr. Selembard, wh0 was v1siti111r 1hP 
Society, exhibited his collection of Netherlands~ 'l'his 
was a very nice collection, well displayed and writ
ten up in Afrikaans. 
. Mr. Rigg_ exhibited a few pages from the follow
mg countnes: MaHa, Cyprus, Gibraltar, Ionia11 
Islands, and Hong Kong. 

Mr. Shepherd exhilJited his fine collection of 
double-headed Rhodesians; these stamps we1·e verv 
well displayed and written up, showing the various 
shades in an the issues from the ½d. value to the £1. 

News of the month was given hy Mr. Suklje. 
The March meeting was very well attended. Let

ters have been received from Mr. Doyle and l\fr. 
,vens, who are up north, wishing to be rememben'<1 
to all the members. 

Covers were the items of interest passed around 
IJy Messrs. Suklje and Rigg. 

A. competition for the meeting was arranged hy 
Mr. Suklje; it consisted of 20 questions relating to 
stamps, watermarks, cancellations, currency, pictor
ials, commemoratives, and Yarious elates stamps werf! 
i,;sued. 

This was woh by l\lr. Legator with 16 eorrect 
answers. 

The exhibits for the evening were provided by 
::\Irs. ,vood, who displayed Salvador, and l\lr. Ii'ine, 
who showed a portion of the late Mr. I. Cohen's eol
lection, including Union of South Africa, South-,Ye:;;1 
Africa, Northern and Southern Rhodesia, Nwnziland 
and Kenya. 

Mr. Legator thanked the eve11ing's exhibi1orn, and 
was sure they were PnjoyPd by all presenL 

J<J.X.H. 

l'IHJTOIUA PilIJ,A'J'JDLlC fiOCTWl'Y. 
Presi(Jent, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary. H. A. 

Wager. P.O. Box 514. Meetings, 1st and :3rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

2nd J\Iarch: :\Ir. Hasrlen in the chair. Mr. Hawke 
read some philatelic extracts. 

l\Ir. Giovanetti gave :i. talk on airmail;;. He pointed 
out how pro.vess and daring had estalJli:;;hed many 
records in aerial flights, somPtimes, however, result
ing in the death of those pionPPrs. 'l'he ail'plane 
in its ",onderful impro,·e11wnts had, however, IJeeorne 
an instrument of death arnl de:;;truction, and was the 
cause of much tenor arnl suffering by ruthless 
nations. He hoped that the end of these tyrants 
would soon come and the iiirplane could :1gain take 
its rightful place in tlw world':-' a<"tivitiPS. lie showed 
some special 1st Day Flight con'rs. 

~ome interesting c0Ye1·s were shown IJy i\Jessrs. 
"\Yright, Dodd, \Yager, Hron_ghton and Giovanetti. 

16th l\Iarch: :\Ir. Basden was in the chair. 
:\Ir. Hawke read a paper on stamp catalogues. He 

pointed out the apparent unjuRtification for the 
issue of a bulky catalogne every year and thought 
that once every three yearf-: would IJe sufficient. In 
order to carry this out, he emue forward with 
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AUSTRALIA. 
. I_n addition t_o the 21d., 3M. and 5?id. pro

ns10nal overprmts issued on 10th December, 
1941, four colour changes appeared on the 
same date, ld. dull brown, Bd. green, 2d. 
mauve, and 3d. red brown. On 5th January 
the definitive 21d., :3id. and 5Qd. stamps ap~ 
p_eared, in sc~rlet, blue and dark blue respec
trvdy, the first. two with portraits of His 
Majesty, the last with a representation of an 
Emu. These stamps are only being put on 
sale as the overprints .are uE:ed up. 

+++ 
FREE FRENCH STAMPS. 

ST. PIERRE AND MIQUELON. 

These islands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence 
have now joined the ranks of French Colonies 
with Free French stamps. 

Accounts vary in different philatelic jour
nals as to the wordi;1g of the overpdnt, and 
the numbers overprmted. It appears to be 
generally agreed, however, that two sets wisre 
done, one in black and one in red. One account 
desci-ibes the overprint as being in 3 lines, 
"NOEL 1941-FRANCE LIHRE-F.N.F.L.," 
but photographs of covers with stamps show 
no "NOEL 19H." On the Christmas tax 
stamp, however, the overprint looks like 
"NOEL 1941-F.N.F.L.'' 

+++ 
LUNDY ISLAND ? PROVISIONALS. 

This jocular little obstruction in the Bristol 
Channel (where Mr. Harran is allowed to 
issue his own stamps to pay his fees for tak
ing letters in his motor-boat to the mainland, 
because there is not enough traffic to justify 
the maintenance of a post office on the island, 
is posifively "puffin" for victory. Its "phila
telic bureau" issued on 1st January a set of 
the 8 U to 12 puffins) stamps hitherto in use 
overprinted with a V and an aeroplane. 

Philatelic Maga,zine. 
+++ 

FIRST FLIGHT COVERS BANNED. 
Stamps announces that the U.S.A. has ban

ned first flight covers because the War De
partment requires all available space on 
planes. 

0••11111,1111111,11111111,11111111111,1111,,,, .. 11,,, .................... ,, ............... ,GJ 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

_ William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted b,~ 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch Belgian Danish, Por
tuguese; .all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Wanted. - Clean, well-centred Cape 
Rectangulars up to and including 
C.A. issues, either mint - or lightly 
cancelled. 

Schofield, Rand Club, Johannesburg. 

El ...................................................... , .... ,, ........................ , .... a 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 

MiR. R. OSBORNE 
has opened a Stamp Business at 

58, LOVEDAY STREET, JOHANNF,SBURG. 

'Phone !38-8!)8!), P.O. Box fi7 l0. 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, .at over 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
liJIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIHIUUIIIIIII IUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUHIIIUllllllllllllllllllllllllt(i 
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German Soufh -West Africa 
DR. HERBERT MUNK-KOHL'S HANDBOOK. 

Translated by Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie and reprinted by kind permission from the 
"Collectors Club Philatelist." 

(Concluded from page 34 of March issue). 

SECOND DEFINITE ISSUE--(contd.). 

The 3pf. watermarked stamps were issued 
in Berlin on 9th February, 1907, and very 
soon thereafter were in use in the colonv. 
There were only very slight variations in 
shade in the earlier issued dark toned stamps 
particularly when compared with the previous 
unwatermarked issue, but a part of the (last) 
printing 1'913 shows most striking light and 
yellowish nuances of shading, in which the 
peculiar golden tone which underlies most 3 
pf. stamps of the ship type stands out very 
strongly. (According to the Germania Be
richte, 1911, p. 115 and 12,5, the older colour 
(a) is turned green if treated with benzole
a character unlike that of any other 3 pf. 
stamp of the ship pattern of this or any other 
colony). 

The 5 pf. stamps appeared in Berlin first 
on 27th June, 1906, and hitherto have been 
known with colonial postmarks from the be
ginning of August. They must, however, have 
been used in the Protectorate at latest in 
May, 1906 (i. e. before they were issued in 
Berlin) for the Berlin Briefmarken Zeitung 
was advertising them in May, used or unused, 
at the same price. The darkest shades belong, 
as is the case with most of the other surface 
printed stamps also, to the (last) printing of 
1913. 

The 10 pf value was first given out in 
Berlin on 4th March, 1907, a date somewhat 
later than that on which it was issued in the 
Protectorate. The first printing, whose num
ber H966) still has no year number, was of 
rose shades, largely light rose, while the last 
printing of 1913 can be distinguished, not only 
by its darker colour, but by the metallic sheen 
which is characteristic of all the 10 pf. stamps 
of ship type of this date ( See under Deutsch 
Neu-Guinea and Deutsch-Ostafrika). Between 
these two, however, there were other printings 
or part printings with intermediate shades. 

The 20 pf. stamps with watermark were 
first reported in Die Post of 8.3.11 and ac
cording to the statement there they had been 
issued soon after the beginning of 1911. If 
this is correct there must have been a print
ing still earlier than H 412D.11, the earliest 
80 far recognized. 

The 30 pf. value was first issued in Wind
hoek at the end of August, 1913. The colour 
of the first printing, made in the financial 
year 1911, in this case also is lighter than 
such later printings, for example, as H 755.13, 
of which the orange was finally quite dark 
and greasy. The tone of the pape-r in the 

first printing also seems to he paler than in 
the last printing of 1913. 

The three genuinely issued mark values 
were late in being issued with watermark, 
with the exception of the 5 mk. value, and 
before the war there was probably only one 
printing of them. After the war (1918-19) 
they were reprinted for purely philatelic pur
poses and were put on sale officially at the 
collectors' counter in Berlin. 

These post-war printings, Nos. 29b, 30b, and 
32b, which we have printed in the list above 
in italics, as not being philatelically all that 
they might be, can be distinguished from the 
genuinely issued pre-war printings Nos. 29a, 
30,a, and 32a by the fact that for the post
war printings the so-called "War Perforation," 
Z2, ( with 25 : 17 perf. holes) was used ex
clusively; single stamps can also be recog
nized by the so-called "thick corner perfora
tion" ( on the corners of the left or right hori
zontal rows of perforation). ( See Vol. I, p. 
·959 also under the last printings for Deutsch
N eu-Guinea and Deutsch-Ostafrika). 

The post-war printings have also the typical 
features of war stamps in general: rough, 
often scabby paper, with the watermark lines 
standing out either too strongly or too feebly; 
the quality of the gum inferior; the colours 
poor, usually too light, the red of the 1 mk. 
and of the centre of the 5 mk. stamps being 
more rose than red. 

The 3 mk. value, which was never issued 
with watermark before the war, was made 
after the war for purely philatelic sale and 
in March, 1919, was officially issued at the 
collectors' counter in Berlin. Friedemann 
states that two post-war printings can be dis
tinguished, one, pale but muddy in appearance, 
sold in March, 1919; the other, light but 
clearly printed, which was on sale from April 
to June 1919. Both printings, however, have 
the Z2 'perforation. The poor quality of the 
colouring matter used for the 3 mk. stamps 
is very striking. 

The marginal imprints and other marginal 
features of the surface printed stamps are the 
same as have .already been described for the 
1905 issue of German East Africa. Our sheet 
material, however, consisted only of sheets of 
the 1911 and 1913 printings so we have to be 
thankful that the first printings of the 3, 5, 
and 10 pf. stamps with watermark were still 
made in exactly the same manner as the pre
vious issue without watermark. 

The sheets of both the monocoloured and 
the bicoloured stamps have still exclusively 
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the same Marginal Imprint, IIIB (see iilustr. 
Vol. I p. 905). The colou.red guide dots in 
the centre of the left (or rig-ht) margins are 
no longer there. 

The perforation is always a horizontal comb 
perforation and the left-hand sheet margin 
may be perforated through or not (compare 
with German East Africa); the cutting of 
the lateral margins of the sheets is mostly 
such that the left and right margins are 
equally broad, so that it is difficult to dis
tinguish between right- and left-hand panes. 

All this goes to show (as we have already 
indicated in our note after No. 29 of German 
East Africa) that the watermarked stamps 
of G.S.W.A. were printed only from single 
nlates. But whereas entirely new plates were 
inade for the 1905 issue of G.E.A. (necessi
tated by the change in currency) in the case 
of G.S.W.A. the original double plates (per
haps four panes in the case of the mono
coloured stamps) were transformed into single 
plates after the introduction of the water
marked paper. This seems to be a rather ex
traordinary procedure, in view of the increas
ing stamp consumption of the colony, but ap
pears to be the only probable explanation in 
view of the conclusions arrived at above. 

The name of the territory of usage is no 
longer printed on the lower margins of the 
sheets of this issue ( or, at any rate, not on 
the sheets of the printings after 1908). The 
border of fine lines still runs right through 
on some plates while others show the appear
ance figured in Vol. I, p. 949, in which the 
border is broken in the middle and ,a coloured 
dot inserted in the gap. In prinbng No. 
H 2241.13 of the 10 pf. value the border of 
fine lines is broken on the lower ma:rgin but 
there is no coloured dot in the break. 

Bisects. Bisects of the 10 pf. stamp, No. 261 

occur with the cancellation of Windhoek in 
April, 1915, but they are just as much a 
"try-on" and unjustified as the bisects de
scribed previously of the 10 pf. unwatermarked 
stamps. 

Printings of 40, 50, and 80 pf. stamps were 
never made on watermarked paper although 
a few proofs of such are known. Odd copies 
of these trial printings trhich had been sup
plied to a foreign administration by special 
f.avour, later on came into the hands of a 
collector. In the summer of 1924 they came 
into the possession of the firm of Zumstein 
through the purchase of this collection ( See 
remarks under Deutsch-Neu-Guinea after No. 
23 of that territorv. Also the Berne Brief-
marlcen Zeitung of February, 1925). · 

The stamps of the ship type were msed right 
up to the time of the surrender of the Pro
tectorate to the enemy early in July, Hll5, both 
in the ordinary way and in the Field Post ( see 
below). 

Remainders of the wate1·marked stamps, as 
well as those of the previous unwatermarked 
issue, were disposed of by the Imperial Postal 

Museum, partly by auction, partly by sales 
out of hand. ( See the final remarks of the 
section dealing with the previous nnwater
marked issue, for an account of a sale of 
used stamps of the high values.) 

STAMP BOOKLETS. 
Compare with the following our detailed 

account of stamp booklets in "Deutsches 
Reich," Vol. I, p. 961 and "Deutsch-Ostafrika" 
Vol. II, p. 170.) 

Simultaneously with Booklets A and B for 
German East Africa there were prepared for 
G.S.W.A. on 1st October, 1911, and 2nd April, 
1912, respectively, Booklets A and B of the 
nominal value of 2 marks each and of the 
same type as the contemporaneous booklets 
in Germanv. 

These booklets A and B, which were print
ed in an issue of 5,000 each, had orange colour
ed covers with the djstinguishing letter A or 
B on the outside of the front cover. Inside 
were six leaflets, each with five stamps and 
one commercial advertisement ta.king the 
place of a stamp ( top left place on each of 
the six leaflets). The first four leaflets were 
all 5 pf. stamps with an advertisement in the 
~ame green as the stamps, the last two leaf
lets were 10 pf. stamps with advertisements 
in the corresponding red. 

As each leaflet (just as in the case of Ger-
man East Africa) had a different advertise
ment and as the advertisements in booklets 
A and B were also in part different, we have 
the following possible combinations:--

A 5 5 A 10 10 
5 5 5 10 10 10 

Leaflets 1-4 Leaflets 5 and 6 
from Booklets A & B. from Booklets A & B. 
In both together there In both together there 

were 7 different were 4 differrnt 
advertisements. advertisements. 

The protective Ec:heets behveen the stamp 
leaflets had advertisements printed in black 
on their b:acks and, again like German East 
Africa, this protective interleaving in Book
lets A was of ordinary paper, whilst in Book
lets B jt was of brownish tropical paper. 

About the middle of 1913 (a.gain as in the 
case of German East Africa) new 2 mk. book
lets were prepared, which had only 5 leaflets 
of stamps. Unlike Booklets C of German East 
Africa, however, we have not in thisi instance 
to deal with leaflets with an advertisement 
space occupied by a St. Andrew's Cross but 
with booklets in which leaflet No. 4 has 5 
pf. and 10 pf. stamps printed together, thus 
corresponding with Type III of the contem
poraneous booklets of Germany (see Vol. I, p. 
963). Leaflets Nos. 1-3 had each 5 pf. 
stamps, No. 5 had six 10 pf. stamps, whilst 
on leaflet No. 4, stamps Nos. 1 and 2 were 
5 pf., while 3-6 were lO pf. 

These booklets with 5 and 10 pf. stamps 
printed together are of two varieties: 

The first issued variety had no advertise
ments on the orange coloured covers or on 
the protective interleaves of tropical paper, 
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but the outside of the back cover had the 
postal tariff of the Protectorate printed on 
it. This variety, which may be regarded as 
introductory to the next, had no distinguish
ing letter on the front cover. 

In the second (later) variety both the covers 
.and the b.acks of the interleaves had adver
tisements on them and the front cover had 
the distinguishing letter C. 

As the leaflets themselves and, in particu
lar, leaflet No. 4 with the mixed printing of 
5 pf. and 10 pf. stamp,;;;, were of exa.ctly the 
same type in the two varieties and as the 
essential difference between the two varieties 
lay in the different characters of the covers 
and the interleaves, the differences in the 
stamps themselves might quite easily be over
looked. 

The noteworthy point is that in the later 
variety of booklet, the one with the distin
guishing letter C, the 5 pf. stamps on leaflets 
1-3 are darker in tone than in the booklets 
without the distinguishing letter; the pair of 
5 pf. stamps on leaflet No. 4, on the contra1·y, 
throughout most of booklets C are of a strik
ingly different pale green colour, but in the 
booklets without distinguishing letter they 
are always just as dark as the stamps on 
leaflets 1-3. The joined 5 and 10 pf. stamps 
on leaflet 4 of Booklets C can therefore be 
recognised by the specfal shade of the 5 pf. 
stamps, quite irrespective of the other differ
ences characteristic of the two later booklet 
issues. Both varieties show the following 
scheme:-

5 5 10 
10 10 10 

Arrangement on Leaflet No, 4 in tbe Book
lets without a Distinguishing Letter and in 

Booklets C. 
(a) The 5 pf. stamps are dark green in the 

Booklets without a distinguishing letter 
and in part of the printing of Booklets C. 

(b) The 5 pf. stamps are of a pale (grey) 
green colour in part of the printing only 
of Booklets C. 

THE GERMAN FIELD POST IN THE 
GREAT WAR 

(September, 1914--9th July, 1915) .* 
After the forces from the Union of South 

Africa occupied Liideritzbucht ( 19th Septem
ber, 1914), and a few days later (26th Sep
tember) had made a fruitless attempt at 
Sandfontein to push forwards into the in
terior of German territory, the frontier-terri
tory "South'' was organised with its own field 
postal service and the agencies of Kalkfon
tein-Siid, Warrnbad and Keetmanshoop were 
changed into fixed field post stations. 

A southern coastal defence zone was organ
ised to oppose any advance from Liideritz
bucht and this had its field post station at 
Aus, where, after the capture of Li.ideritz
bucht, a wireless and field telegraph station 
had been set up. 

*See Phil. ner. Vol. VIII, p. 2210, also Die Unions
post im besetzten Gel>iet neutsch-Silclwest Afril.-a, 
by Herbert Busch. G-. Biitow, Berlin, 1920. 

In the north of the Protectorate the troops 
sent against Angola under Lieut.-Col. Franke 
had their own field post station while opera
tions were proceeding. 

The north coastal defence zone ( opposing 
an .advance from Swakopmund which had been 
occupied from Christmastime, 1914), at first 
maintained a field post station at Rossing, 
but soon afterwards mobile field post stations 
were set up at the former post offices of 
Jakalswater .and Abbabis as well as at the 
Auxiliary P.O. Kubas. Still later the offices 
at Usakos, Karibib and Omaruru were chang:.. 
ed to fixed field post stations. 

At the beginning of April, 1915, when the 
enemy began to break into German territory 
on all sides, Rehoboth, Mariental and Gibeon 
were made into Field Post Stations, whilst at 
Gibeon Station the special Field Post Station 
No. 2 was established. 

At the end of April on account of the ,ad
vance of the Union troops inland along the 
Swakop, the whole of the South was evacu
ated and the troops withdrawn to the North; 
when this was being done all the postal estab
lishments in the north were made into field 
post stations. 

As the staff moved northward in April to
wards Otavifontein, the special Field Post 
Station No. 1 was set up there; at the end 
of June it was moved to Korab and on the 
6th July to Tsumeb. The Protectorate was 
surrendered on 9th July, 1915. 

The Postal Agencies and Auxiliary Post 
Offices which were turned into Field Post 
Stations continued to use their ordinary place 
stamps without alteration; the two at Jakals
water and Abbabis (which had been closed in 
April, 1911, .and February, 1910, respective
ly) took back into employment the place 
stamps which had been in use at the time of 
their closing down. The Field Post Station of 
the expedition against .Angola used the place 
stamp of the Auxiliary P.O. Okaukwejo, while 
the field post station at Rossing used one of 
the large circular stamps of Swakopmund, 
but the place-name was frequentiy overwrit
ten "Rossing" in manuscript. 

For the Field Post Stations Nos. 1 and 2 
special stamps were made from the old "Wan
derstempel" by simply inserting the arabic 
numerals "1" and "2" in the upper part of 
the stamps above the words "DEUTSCH
StiDWESTAFRIKA." Field Post No. 1 usual
ly stamped next to their mark the word 
"Otavifontein" in violet with a rubber hand
stamp, while Field Post No. 2 usually added 
to theirs "Gibeon Bhf." (Gibeon Station) 
either in manuscript or with a handstamp. 

As both the fixed and the mobile Field Post 
Stations dealt throughout their existence with 
civil as well as military mails, there occur 
stamps of ship type with the postmarks of the 
special Field Posts. On the other hand, any 
of the above mentioned place stamps may be 
collected with dates of the period under re
view as Field Post cancellations. As occa
sional exceptional cases one may come across 
stamps cancelled with regimental or interilial 
service stampers. 
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No G.S.W.A. istamps fell into the hand~ of 
the enemy. The stamps which appeared in cer
tain foreign trade quarters during 1916 over
printed G.R.I. were shown up forthwith _by 
the British postal authorities as forgeries 
(Deut. Bt·iefm. Zeit., 1916, p. 107). . 

According to Busch a member of the Umon 
forces had a number of German colonial 
stamps overprinted "Bothaland," but their use 
was not permitted. (Later a hiding place of 
buried German colonial stamps was disclosed 
to the enemy). 

On the other hand a great number of can
celling stamps of all kinds, both ordinary a;nd 
registered, fell into the hands of the Umon 
forces· these were used by the Union authori
ties s~metimes unchanged, sometimes altered 
or Zvith some of the wording cut out, and 
special collections may be made of Union 
stamps used in occupied territory. Such 
stamps are recognisable, of course, only by 
the postmarks. (According to Busch all the 
current stamps of the Union were obtainable 
over the counter in the occupied territory with 
the exception of the highest value, the £1. For 
postage due stamps there were employed at 
first those of the Transvaal, but these were 
gradually replaced by those of the Union). 

After the League of Nations had assigned 
the mandate of the former G.S.W.A. to Great 
Britain and, as a result, the occupation pass
ed over in January, 1920, to a mandatory ad
ministration by the Union of South Africa, 
the current stamps of the Union still remain
ed in use in the mandated territory. 

It was only on 1st January,. 1923, that 
special stamps were prepared f?r _use in our 
one-time Protectorate by overprmtmg stamps 
of the Union with "South-West Africa'' in 
the two official languages of the Union, Dutch 
and English. 

THE END. 

SPECIAL OFFER-
1. Free French Equatorial Africa 

overprinted LIBRE, set of 30, 
all different, postage .. Price 25/-

2. As above, but used . . . . ,, 37 /6 
3 Air Mails, 5 different, including 

· 50 francs. . . . . . . . . Price 17 /6 
4. As above, but used, including 

50 francs,. . . . . . . · . . . . Price 25 /-
5. Blocks of 4 of the mint can be sup-

plied pro rata. 
Collectors are requested to send "Want 
Lists" of new issues, etc., which will 
receive my prompt and personal 

attention. 
Wanted to Buy -

Collections for spot cash. Any country 
special:zed or general collections. High
est prices paid. Why not get cash for 
any size collection or stock on the spot? 

Offers solicited. 

I E. BLUM I■■-■ P.O. BOX 1669 - CAPE TOWN 
■■ Established in South Africa since 1930. 

■~ =====F=i=rs=t=cl=a=ss=r=ef=e=re=n=c=es=·====== ~~ 

COHRESPONDENCE 
MACHINE USED FOR PRINTING UNION 

KING'S HEAD STAMPS. 
(To the Editor of the "S.A. Philatelist.") 

Mr. Sydow's contribution in the "S.A. 
Philatelist'' of January, 1942, as to the guide 
crosses and lines showing which halves of 
paper-maker's sheets were used for the vari
ous values and plate numbers is a most in
teresting contribution to our knowledge. In
cidentally, near the end of the article, he 
mentions the printing machine used. 

From correspoml,e,nce between Messrs. H. E. 
Lobdell and A. H. Sydow, which I have had 
the privilege of seeing, it appears that the 
identification of the machine is based only on 
certain observations made in a Capetown 
printing office on one machine of this typ_e. 

The two-revolution type of press seen m 
action by Mr. Sydow is a well-known type, 
made by numerous manufacturers in both 
Great Britain and other countries. Payne & 
Co., of Otley, are only one of the many firms 
making machines of this type, which goes 
under the various names of Kelly, Na pier a.nd 
Miehle presses, named for the originator 
(Napier) of the type or its two chief con
tributors of mechanical improvements. 

Kelly presses are normally run so that the 
longer edge of tlie printing forme is across 
the bed of the press and accordingly the top 
and bottom of a pair . of sheets of stamps 
will be the leading and finishing edges of the 
printed sheets. I find that the characteristic 
slight variations in inking and impression 
found at leading and finishing edges are char
act·eristic of plate-number margins of Unio,n 
King's head stamp sheets. 

There is good enough ·evidence of the use 
of a Kelly press in making these stamps. But 
the identification of the maker of it must be 
considered as resting upon incomplete evid
ence pending confirmation from Messrs. De 
La Rue. This confirmation I presume Mr. 
Sydow will endeavour to obtain. 

STEPHEN G. RICH. 
Verona, N.J., Feb. 19, 1942. 

( Continued from page 58). 
might prove you wrong and that I am sure 
you don't like, and do not attribute bad mo
tives when none were intended. 

That finishes me with Mr. McKee. 
As a personal remark I want to say that 

when I wrote the original paper in 1933 for 
the Philatelic Congress, I knew all about the 
Reprinting; the main point I was making for 
was, who forged the VRI and ERI and the 
different Provisionals. That point has never 
been explained. Who will do this? 
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Unrecorded Correspondence in Connection with The Cape's 
First Adhesive Postage Starnps 

By A. A. JURGENS. 

Although the late G. J. Allis makes refer
ence to the correspondence which passed be
tween the Colonial Government and Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon and Petch in connection with 
the first adhesive postage stamps of the Cape 
Colony in his book "The Postage Stamps of 
the Cape of Good Hope" the actual letters 
as a whole have never been published in any 
philatelic journal to the best of the writer's 
knowledge. 

It will be remembered that the Ordinance 
of 1847 legalised the use of adhesive postage 
stamps on inland letters and newspapers at 
the rate of 4d. the half ounce or part there
of on letters and ld. on newspapers. 

Consequently on the 29th May, 1848, after 
the Surveyor-General of the Colony, Col. C. C. 
Mitchell, had already personally interviewed 
Messrs. Perkins Bacon and Petch in London, 
the Colonial Secretary, Mr. John Montagu, 
wrote as follows : 

Colonial Office, 
Cape Town, 

29th May, 1848. 

Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Petch, 
79 Fleet Street. 

Gentlemen, 

With reference to your letter dated the 13th 
January, 1847, and addressed to Lieut.-Col. 
Mitchell stating the terms on which your 
House is prepared to supply the Government 
of the Cape of Good Hope, with Postage 
Stamps and the probable cost of the steel 
plate of the same nature as that used by you 
for the Post Office Stamps in England with 
only sufficient difference to make it perfectly 
Colonial, I beg to acquaint you that the Gov
ernment of this Colony have decided on 
authorising you to supply in the terms of your 
letter as follows, viz.: 1st, a drawing and de
sign to be in every respect similar to that 
used in England for one penny stamps with 
the addition of the words "Cape of Good 
Hope" which are to encircle the head of the 
Queen, then to engrave such approved design 
upon a steel die and harden it. Then trans
fer it upon a circular steel die and harden 
that and from thence engrave a folio Steel 
Plate containing 240 Postage Labels of the 
size used by the Home Government and 
harden the same so that if properly printed 
it will throw off 70,000 good sheets of 240 
each for the sum of three hundred guineaf. 
The stamps of this plate to be printed Red. 

On Plate similar to the above in every 
respect excepting the amount which is to be 
for two penny Postage Labels for the sum 
of One hundred guineas. 

The stamps from this plate to be printed 
Blue. 

70,000 sheets of the one penny labels and 
the same number of sheets of the two penny 
labels to be printed off and gummed at the 
rate mentioned in your letter, viz.: 

Printing for 100 sheets of 24,000 stamps, 
6 shillings. 

Gumming per 100 sheets of 24,000 stamps, 
2 shillings. 

500 lbs. ink for the Postmasters at 3 shil
lings per lb. together with the necessary ap
paratus of dabbers, etc., for defacing stamps. 

100 Obliterating Stamps, the same as that 
used in London District Office and in places 
within its delivery-but with a Bar across the 
centre thus 

--

The Defacing 
used by London 
Offices referred 

letter. 

stamp 
District 

to in 

--

The actual shape and 
size of the sketch 
shown on the ori
ginal letter dated 

29th May, 1848. 

Mr. Barnard, the Agent-General for Crown 
C?lonies, at No. 5 Cannon Row, Vv estminster, 
will pay your account for supplying- the 
Articles I have ordered; and I am to request 
you will despatch them with as little delay 
as possible in order that the System of Postal 
Labels may be put into operation at the com
mencement of 1849. 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 

(Signed) JOHN MONTAGU 
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It is already known that the Governor at 
the time, Sir Harry Smith, in instructing the 
Colonial Secretary, Mr. John Montagu, to 
order stamps of twopence denomination did 
so contrary to the terms of the Ordinance of 
1847 .as passed by the Legislative Council 
who had fixed the price of postage on letters 
at 4d. the half ounce or fraction thereof. 

Sir Harry Smith thought that by ordering 
the Twopenny stamps and when they arrived 
the Legislative Council would reduce the rate 
of postage to twopence instead of fourpence. 

This, however, never happened, for when 
Sir George Ca th cart replaced Sir Harry 
Smith as Governor at the Cape in 1852 a 
Board of Enquiry was appointed to go into 
this long delayed matter of adhesive postage 
stamps for the Colony and on the Gth Sep
tember, 1852, the original order of 1848 was 
completely altered as per letter following. A 
letter cancelling the original order of the 29th 
May, 1848, must have been sent to Messrs. 
Perkins Bacon and Petch, in fact paragraph 
3 of the letter of 6th September, 1852, sug
gests this, but no copy of this letter appears 
to have been kept. 

Colonial Office, 
Cape of Good Hope, 

6th September, 1852. 

Messrs. Perkins Bacon & Petch, 
No. 69 Fleet Street, 

London. 

Gentlemen, 

On the 13th of .January, 1847, you ad
dressed a letter to Lt.-Col. Mitchell, at that 
time Surveyor-General and Civil Engineer of 
this Colony, stating the terms upon which 
you were prepared to furnish this Government 
with Stamp Labels, obliterating ink and the 
other material and machinery requisite upon 
the introduction into this Colony of a system 
of Stamp Postage. 

On the 29th May of the same year (This is 
evidently a mistake because Perkins Bacons' 
letter to Col. Mitchell was sent in 1847.) a 
communication was forwarded to you from 
this office conveying an acceptance of the 
terms proposed and containing directions for 
the supply of a given quantity of stamps. 

Circumstances which need not now be 
mentioned rendered it necessary to cancel 
those directions and the subiect has not since 
that time been resumed. · 

The establishment, however, of Steam Com
munication to the Cape has, naturally, by thn 
great facilities thereby afforded, effected a 
considerable increase in the amount of corres
pondence between the Mother Country and 
this Dependency, and has suggested the ap
pointment of a Board to enquire into and 
report upon the postal arrangements generally 
of this Colony. 

One of the first results of this investiga
tion has been the recommendation by the 
Board of the adoption of Postage Stamps, 
which has received the sanction of the Gov-

emment and which it has been decided to 
carry into effect with the least possible delay.· 

In transmitting to you the enclosed design 
of a Colonial Postage Stamp or 1:ourpence, I 
am directed to request you to supply if pos
sible in time for being forwarded by the re
turn Mail Packet One hundred thousand of 
such stamps, and a subsequent monthly re
mittance, until further instructions, of ten 
thousand under the same precautions as in 
the case of English Postage Stamps. 

It has also been decided to introduce One 
Penny Stamps for Newspapers of the same 
shape and device, but of a different colour, 
and with the necessary alteration of border. 
Of this description I am to request you to 
furnish an immediate first supply of fifty 
thousand, and a monthly remittance of five 
thousand, until further instructions; 

Blue has been fixed upon as the colour for 
the Fourpenny Stamp, and Red for the One 
Penny. 

I am further desired to transmit the en
closed device for an obliterating stamp of 
which you are requested to furnish one hun
dred with the necessary apparatus of dabbers, 
etc., for defacing stamps,· and a supply of 250 
lbs. of obliterating ink. 

The label sheets herebv directed to be for
warded you will, as a m~atter of course have 
gummed and in every way ready for immedi
ate Service. 

In conclusion, I have to add that payment 
of the expense for this order will be made 
you by the Agent-General for Crown Colonies 
upon the completion of the work, in terms of 
the conditions specified. 

I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) R. SOUTHEY. 

A photograph of the design mentioned in 
paragraph 6 of the Fourpence stamp can be 
seen in Allis's Book HThe Postage stamps of 
the Cape of Good Hope" page 24, design No. 
2. 

The device mentioned in this letter for ob
literating stamps was not filed in duplicate 
with the original copy of the letterl but it 
can be safely assumed that this was the tri
angular defacer with the letters C.G.H. oc
cupying the corners of the triangle. 

It was just five days less than a year from 
the date of this letter to the date upon which 
the first adhesive postage stamps were issued 
to the public at the Cape. 

It will be noticed that in this letter dated 
6th September, 1852, only obliterating stamps 
are mentioned, and that no mention is made 
of date stamps. These latter must have been 
ordered at some subsequent date hence the 
reason why they were not distributed among 
the Post Offices in the Colony until December,. 
1853. (The date stamp referred to is the 
double oval showing the name of the town at 
the top and the date in the centre.) 
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TRANSVAAL REPRINTS 
By EMIL TAMSEN. 

I was really surprised when the Philatelic 
Magazine No. 686, of 10th October, 1941, 
reached me and I read the criticisms of an 
article under the above heading which I had 
written for the 1932 Philatelic Congress of 
Southern Africa and which was printed in 
abridged form in the S.A. Philatelist No. 3 of 
Vol. 9, March, 1933, and later reprinted in the 
Philatelic Magazine No. 493 and 494 of Vol. 
33 in May 14th and June 1st, 1934. 

To begin with I was a stamp collector be
fore I came early in 1880 to the Transvaal 
and have lived here ever since, and still take 
a great interest in South African stamps, 
about which I have written many articles for 
different stamp papers, local English, Ameri
can and Continental. This is the first time 
that I am supposed to be wrong, according to 
the Rev. H. I. A. McKee. 

This gentleman suggests that I regard the 
firm of Enschede as lineal descendants of 
Otto the Forger. I never did anything of the 
kind; all I said was that the firm were good 
business men and I still maintain that view. 

There was a Persian named Mirza Hadi liv
ing 1n Paris as a stamp dealer. He found that 
the firm of Enschede had printed certain 
stamp issues for Persia and that they still 
had the printing plates on hand. He contract
ed with the firm to reprint a large lot of these 
obsolete issues and while on this business he 
found that the firm had also the plates of 
the old South African Republic, and he in
duced them to reprint all issues for him. Be
fore Enschede did this reprinting they asked 
the British Government and also the Union 
Government of South Africa' to take the "Re
mainders" off their hands. Neither of the 
above "considered themselves successors in this 
matter," consequently Enschede were quite 
free to deal with the printing plates as they 
liked and they printed for Mirza Hadi all the 
stamps he wanted and then destroyed the 
plates. That was fair and honest business and 
I never objected to that wherever I called them 
"Reprints." 

Mr. McKee makes me say that Enschede 
had large stocks of the 1885, 1894, 1895 and 
1896 issues on hand when in 1899 the Boer 
War broke out. I never said or implied any 
such thing; quite the contrary, I said that it 
was most unlikely that any remainders would 
be left over when a new issue was being pre
pared. Should, however, a surplus have exist
ed the printing firm were too good business 
people to waste them; they would have sent 
them to the S.A. Republic or else destroyed 
them. Certainly they would not have kept the 
1885 issue or the 1894 issue with shafts, or 
the 1895/6 issue, because the first was obso-

lete, the latter diEmpp-roved by the S.A. Re
public. 

Further, I have said that these Reprints 
cannot readily be detected. I strongly repeat 
this. Let anybody look at dealers stocks or 
approval books or club sheets and he will find 
them full of reprints; it is only easy to iden
tify some values by perforation or colour, 
when compared with originals. 

Why Mr. McKee should make my mind full 
of the activities of Adolph Otto, whose name 
I never mentioned in my writings, is not clear 
to me. 

Further, I am supposed to have suggested 
that Enschede had large stocks of 1885, 1894, 
1895/6, 1896 on hand when the Boer War 
broke out. I never did. Quite the opposite. I 
argued that a printing firm is not likely to 
pay for paper and workmen and storage to 
keep a big reserve stock on hand for the 
chance of getting repeat orders. This might 
have occurred with the first orders, which 
were small, but a good business man would 
not risk this again after the 1894 fiasco. 

That letter of Enschede's to the Pretoria 
Philatelic Society is a smokescreen and writ
ten long after the deed was done. I will only 
just touch on one point, namely, that in 1898, 
say middle of year, the printers received an 
order for printing stamps. This order could 
not be despatched because on 10th October, 
1899, the War broke out. Is the world to be
lieve that it took such a large and well equip
ped firm as Enschede more than 15 months 
to print the few million stamps ordered? 
Further, how does this statement compare 
with that of the Postmaster-General of the 
S.A. Republic who, in May, 1899, stated in the 
Volksraad that he had a supply of stamps, 
Post and Revenue, on hand to last two years, 
and further that on 1st January, 1901, the 
new stamps printed at the State Printing 
Works in Pretoria, showing the bust of Presi
dent Kruger for the lower values 1d. to ls., 
and the Coat of Arms of the Republic for 
higher than ls. values, and that he had or
dered a special watermarked paper in Eng
land on which these new st.amps were to be 
printed, and that the contract with Enschede 
had been cancelled ( see page 14 and pages 
106/7 of Philatelic Record, Vol. XXIV.) 

In that grand book, · "Transvaal Postage 
Stamps," by Curle & Basden, on page 104 is 
the following paragraph: "\Vhen the Boer 
War broke out in 1899 the firm of Enschede 
in Holland had on hand a large number of 
stamps printed to the order of the Boer Gov
ernment of the issues 1896-7." 

Neither of the two authors of this book 
seem to have thought of the fallacy of this 
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statement that the firm of Enschede should 
have been so unbusinesslike as to print and 
store millions of stamps in advance of pos
sible orders, which in the c,ase of 1894 and 
1895/6 stamps would have been out of the 
question for a repeat order. 

I quite agree that a firm like Enschede 
would not knowingly make a wrong statement. 
I am sure that after receiving notice from the 
Government of the S.A. Republic in 1899 of 
the cancellation of their stamp printing con
tract that they would not print further 
stamps. Why should they have done so? 

But this matter became a quite different 
one when Mirza Hadi appeared on the scene 
with his Persian Reprint scheme. Then they 
saw hard cash coming in. £7,000 is not an 
item to. be ign~red for doing honest work, and 
honest it certamly was to use their old plates, 
now useless to them, to print stamps which 
they knew were officially of no value what
ever to any Government. If Mirza Hadi want
ed to use these stamps for wallpapering his 
and his friend's houses or giving· them to his 
children_ or others, that was of no interest to 
the firm. That these Reprints could be offer
ed as genuine original stamps to stamp col
lectors_ wa~ no concern of theirs; they did the 
w:ork m first cl.ass style, they destroyed the 
dies and the plates and thereby they ended 
their business connection with the S.A. Re
public. 

Mr. McKee twists my words most wonder
fully. Th,at sentence "Tamsen still clings to 
the absurd idea that a Government official 
stood watchi1;1g an illegal act which the print
ers would wish to keep secret" surely takes 
the cake. 

The S.A. Rep. Controller ceased to exist 
when the Government cancelled the printing 
contract in 1899, and it was then quite cor
rest for him to hand back to Enschede those 
"check or sample" sheets which he had accu
mulated during his term of office. To read 
into this act that the Controller, without 
office or legal standing, had stood by watch
ing an illegal act which the printers wanted 
to keep secret, is more than ridiculous and 
the word "absurd" should be applied to Mr. 
McKee and not to me. 

"All stamps sold are without surcharges." 
This raises the question who overprinted the 
1896 stamps with VRI .and ERI, etc., etc. 

Mr. McKe8 says that I did not know that 
these overprints were made in the Transvaal. 
Why, heavens, I bought and used them on let
ters before Mr. McKee was born. 

But what is really news to me and to the 
stamp world is his statement "that the type 
used for VRI and ERI came from Portugal 
by a printer summoned from Capetown to 
Pretoria by the British Military Governor of 
the Transvaal." Straight out I say that I do 
not believe this to bP true till Mr. McKee 
produces actual proof. 

The Government Printing Works in Pre
toria were well equipped. The bulk of this 
equipment came from Holland and later some 
from England, but I never heard of any com
ing from Portugal. 

Now as to the expert whose opinion I 
quoted in my original article. He was the late 
? ohn N .. Luff, of New York, the best expert 
m AmerJca on Transvaal stamps. He certain
ly_ could not be compared to an "inarticulate 
witchdoctor.'' 

Mr. McKee says that the Reprints can easily 
be distinguished by four elementary rules. 

. No. 1. Ensch~de always used comb perfora
t!on; the Reprmts are all with line perfora
tion. On t1us point he is quite wrong. When 
th~ Reprints first cam~ on the market mv old 
friend Booleman, of Amsterdam ( formeriy of 
Johannesburg), sent me a complete set in 
blocks of four. Later I bought from Paris 
then from Hamburg, and lastly from London'. 
always as genuine originals, except those of 
B?oleman, who was the first man to make me 
wise. Now please note all these blocks were 
comb perfo~ated. 

I a!ll enclosinf! a set of blocks to the Editor 
of this pape~ with the request to iudge them. 

. [The spe~1mens submitted by Mr. Tamsen 
a1e unq~eshonably comb perforated, but it is 
only fair to say that we have seen others 
bought a~ reprints, which were line perfor~ 
ated: so it would appear that this, test is not 
infallible either way.-Ed.] 

Nos. 2, 3. 4.--Mr. McKee only quotes five 
stamps ~asilv checked. How about the other 
59 R1:mrmts? What tests are there? The VRI 
and ERI can. be detected by the printing- of 
the le~tei:s bemg clearer and stons different, 
bu~ t~1s 1s not a sure test. The first g-enuine 
ormtmgs were from nE:w type. This became 
Jater on more or less worn and broken. 

Now, as reg-ards the last paragraph of Mr. 
Md{ee s a,rticle, which s.ays "the last shred 
of Tamsen s absurd theory falls to the ground 
utterly and completely discredited." 

Poor me, h::l.ving Jived 62 years in the Trans
vaal and taken the keenest interest in its 
st,amos. to !!'et such a drubbing from a here
tofore tot~llv unknown reverend gentleman, 
;~ho certamly has not read my articles on 
rra~svaal stam;>s w:hich Gibbons published, 
nor m other philatelic periodicals. I am "dis
credited!" 

Now Mr. McKee answer me. Why do you 
so completely overlook the cancellation of the 
stamp printing contract between the Trans
vaal Government and Enschede in 1899? 

Have vou not read the articles on Transvaal 
in the Phil~t,.Plic Record, pages 24 and 106/7 
of Vol. XXIV.? L ' 

Why do you say that the Republican Gov
ernment never paid for the last order given 
to Enschede? 

Why do you shield Enschede? They were 
only doing what other firms would have done 
as an ordinary business transaction. 

Why do you run down a world expert like 
the late John N. Luff? 

Why did you never look up the tremendous 
price fluctuations in the catalogues? Look up 
Gibbon~ 1902, 1903, 1904, 1907, 1913, 1'914/15 
1917, 1925. ' 

Now, lastly, never run a man down who 
knows more of a subject than you do; he 

(f'o11tin11ed at foot of var;,e 5-1), 
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Society News .. I 
CAPE TOWN PHILA'rELIC SOCIETY. 

President, M. Rothkugel; Hon. Sec. K. Cameron, 
0, Pineway, Pinelands, Cape. Meetings, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, Medical House, 35, Wale Street, Cape 
Town, at 8 p.m. 

2Gth l\larch.-'L'he uisplay of the evening was pro
\'ided by Mr. L. Simenhoff, who showed his remark
able aud extensive collection of "educational" 
stamps. The scope of a collection such as this, as 
)Ir. 8imenhoff lucidly explained, was almost limit
less, as there ,vas hardly a subject even in the 
l•Jncyclopedia Britannica which could not be illus
trated by stamps. '!'he educ-ational value of such a 
method of illustration was great and J\fr. Simenhoff 
had annotated his unique collection in a highly 
instructh-e and artiRtic manner. He was compli
mented on an outstanding and um1stml exhibit by 
)IPssrs. ,Ym. Redfot'cl and And1·(~W "'atson. 

rn addition to the ordinary anetion saIPs, stamps 
soltl for War l<'unds realised £5 Gs. 6d. 

!)th April.-)Ir. "'· L. Ashnwad, who innHiably 
produces something out of the ordiJury, :,;bowed llis 
<'Xceptionally fine colledion of stamps depictin!!,' 
Animals, Vehicles, etc. Although Mr. Ashmead 
modestly described it as "one of his sidelines," it 
was in reality a splendid exhibit of interPsting and 
well-chosen itPms. He was suitably thanked hy )Ir. 
C. 0. Plumbridge and Mr. W. D. Farquhar (Chair
man of the Xyassalnnd Philatelic Society). 

K.C. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF NATAL. 
President, P. C. Bishop; Ifon. Sec., G. Milner 

Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban ; Meetings, 1st Wed
nesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau, West Street. 

'L'hrce new members were enrolled at our April 
meeting, namely, Messrs. B. L. Cock, R. D. Bro,vne 
and. R. E. Morrison. 'l'he chair was taken by Mr. 
H. H. Hurst in Mr. Bishop's absence from town. 

A display with notes by Mr. Sprighton on the 
J d. black and 2d. blue GrPat Britain evoked inter
est and admiration. a notable item being l1is rP
constructed sheet of the penny. A further discus
sion took place as to a possible new yenue for thP 
8ocietv's meetings. Meantime the experimental in
formai meetings -for "swapping and Rociabi1ity,'' ad
ditional to the ordinary meetings of the Society, are 
continuing at the rooms of the Durban Camera Club 
on the 31;d ,vednesday of each month. 

Inquiries having be"n set afoot as to obtaining a 
,;uart:,; lamp for the Sodety, it is learned ihat a 
Phillips' Black Vapour Lan~p a~ now used by _11w 
.Tolwnneslmrg l'hilatclic ~oeiPt;v 1,; a more prnct]('a! 
111·01l0,;ition at tlw present time. _ . . 

As the final re,;ult of our St:•mp Dn,-e for ":11· 

l:<'unds, l\lr. V. H. Crockdt 1111n0u11ced a total eol
ledion of £19G, which s11m has hfen _ distrih11t0d 
among the Red Cross Societ,Y, 1!1e_St. Joli,n An~lml
ance the Governor-Generals ;\a t10nal "a r l• Ull(l 
and 'the B.B.S.L. G.:\LP. 

O.l!~.s. AND BASUTOLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, Mr. J. B. Levy; Hon. Secretary, 1\Ir. 
R. C. Lyo1i, Box 702, Blomnfontein; Jll_eetings, 3rd 
l•'ridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontem. 

At the ~Ian·h meeting arrangements were maue 
for tlw continuation of the worl;: in aid of the_ ~Yar 
Funds. Several members are regularly and w1llmg
Iy giving up their evenings to deal wit~1 the vast 
11uantity of stamps sent in by the pnbhc for the 
war effort. 

A IittlP auction of small collections took place 
in aid of the Gon•1·nor-General's l•'und, with :'.\Ir. 
C. A. Larsen as auctioneer. 

l\Iembers reported about nuieties and different 
printings of the cunent war i.sime, 

The display of the evening was given by l\Ir. '1' . 
Sacks, who exhibited his collection of Lithuania. 
It was an interesting change from the usual fare, 
as there are only very few members specidising in 
a foreign country. The exhibit gave a good account 
of the various Lithuanian issues and was appreci
ated by all . 

.According to the Society's l'ress correspornleut, 
Dr. K. l!'reund, there are now three papers of the 
Jay press which give regular accounts of the 8oci
ety's activities, namely "The l!'riend," "The People's 
,veekly" and "Die Vrystater." In spite of the paper 
restri.ctions, all papers carry the reports in promin
ent form, and the Afrikaans paper (!Ven intends to 
show illustrations of star items_ exhibited, etc. 

The April meeting had a Yery good attendance, 
and one new member was enrolled. 'L'here were dis
cussions about the stamp market. It was .stated 
that prices are soaring, as large stocks, especially 
of "classicals," have been destroyed by air raids 
or warfare in Europe. l\[embers were warned against 
the fakes of the "double imp1·ession" variety of 
the ½d. King's Head, and reproductions of the 
genuine copies were tabled. 

The main feature of the evening was a philatelic 
competition, arranged and conducted by .Mr. C. A. 
Larsen. 'l.'he tests were oral and visual. It was great 
fun to see many of the advance<l specialists fail at 
general questions about foreign stamps. 'L'he wimwr 
was Mr. A. Lichtenstein, with Staff-Sergt. Gray 
the runner-up. 

Mr. Lichtenstein displayed uew issnes of Abys
sinia, including varieties, and miniature sheets of 
the Belgian Congo which are all not recorded yeL 

A representative Canada collection was shown by 
l\Ir. J. B. Levy. Even the early "classicals" were 
well represented and all stamps were in excellent 
condition. 

Mr. H. L. Kaplan exhibited se,-eral pages of 
Egyptian Post Office Seals, believed to be official 
stamps which were used by the various Egyptian 
postal branches. 

An original display was that of l\Ir. Larsen, en
titled "Philatelic Irish Stew." There were many out
of-the-way items. arranged in an attractive and 
humorous manner. 

A small stamp auction concluded a successful 
e,·ening. K.J,'. 

EAST RAND PHILATELIC socrn:'l'Y. 
President, Mrs. G. Wood; Hon. Sec., ID. X. Ifr•·g 

103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; Meetings, 3rd Tuts: 
days, 8 p.m.. Hotel Regent, Benoni. 

'L'he April meeting was very well attended at which 
two ne,v members were proposed. ~ews of the month 
was given by l\Ir. Suklje. The novel competition which 
was arranged by Mr. Legator was enjoyed by all. 
It comprised of 15 questions regarding stamps, cur
rency, catalogue value of stamps, low('st stamp <lP
nomination of various countries, and lm;t: a last-line 
limerick. Points were given for each question, l'ang
ing from one to five, ihe maximum nmnlwr of points 
hc-ing 34. '.rhe winner was 7\Ir. Lydall. 

Stamps were sold in aid of the Gover11or-Ceneral's 
l<'und. Mr. Lydall gave his !Jrize for the <:01111wtitio11 
in to be raffled for the G.-G. I<'und. 

'l.'he exhibit for the evening was Ms. Lega tor's (:ol -
lection of Orange Free State. This collection con
sisted. of• l\lint and used stamps, very WPll di'-'played 
and written up. 

Starting with the first issue of .THnuary, 1808. 
with the values of ld., 6d. and ls. 

1877 were the 6d. stamp surcharged 4d. ; also 
the surcharge inYerted. 

1881 were the 5s. stamps surcharged ld., showing 
the various varieties. 

1882 were the 4d. stamps sui·charged 3d. These 
also showed the various surcharges. 

;js, stamps surcharged ½d. 
1888. 3d. stamps surcharged :!d .• \J:,10 "·ith the 

surcharge inverted. 
1890. 3d. stamps surcha1·ged ld. showing :1lso thP 

various surcharges. Also the 3d. stamps surcharged 
2½d. 

1896. These consisted of the sewn types of 3d. 
stamps surcharged ½d.; also the surcharge double. 
Next the 3d. stamp surcharged Half penny and the 
3d. stamp surcharged 2½d. in two shades, 
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:moo. V.R.L in nilues ½<i. to 5s. Also these, valnmi 
with double surcharges. No stops after V, I. omit
ted, value missing·, -all stops above line, thin Vs 
with plate numbers, V of V.I.R. omitted, sun·harges 
inverted, misplacNl surchargei-:, inverted 1 for I. 

1900-2. Cape of Good Hope stamps overprint<'<l 
Orange Rh·er Colony. 'rhese were single and in hloeks 
of four. 

1902. V.R.I. 6d. stamps surcharged 4d. 
:rn.R.I. 1902. Gs. stamps with surcharge of ls. ; 

also complete sets of ½d. to fis. of thf' 1903-4 iRsue. 
Stamps overprinted C-S.A.H. Post Card Stamps. 

Revenue stamps used for telegrams. V.R.l. stamps 
used for telegrams. Revenue stamps also used for 
:umy telegraph. Hoer ,var Military stamps, with 
ntrious overprints. Ss. stamps surcharged 6d. 

l\fafeking Siege stamps. Cape of Good Hope stamps 
½d. to ls. values, surcharged. l\fafeking Besieged 3d. 
Hechuanaland Protectorate 8tamps surchargi-,d. Mafe
king Besieged 3d. 

British Bechuanaland also surcharged as aboye ; 
also S./~fojor Goodyear aud Ge1wral Daden-Powell 
stamps. 

New Republic South Africa. A set of the8e con
sisted of values from ld. up to 30s. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY Oli' JOHANNESBURG. 

President, I. Isaacs; Hon. Secretary, F .. T. H. Lang, 
Box 4967, Johannesburg. Jlfcetin[ls, 2nd Tuesdayr;:, 
8 p.m., Sanlam IluHding, Lovecfay 8treet, Johan
nesburg. 

At our April meeting members of the \Yest Rand 
Society were our gm·sts of the evening. Dr. J. H. 
Harvey Pirie took the chair in the absence of our 
president, and conducted the formal business until 
the meeting was tunwd over to our guests and 
presided over by Mr. ,T. I:urrell. 

Two new members, Messrs. H. U. Basson and l\L 
Breuer, were elect(>d. 

New issues from New Zealand, Kenya, Malay 
States, Seychelles and Great Britain were auction
ed, in addition to several items contributed by mem
bers for our war funds. These latter items realised 
£3 12s. Sd., and were spiritedly bid for at fairly 
good prices. 

The exhibits tabied by our guests were both varied 
and interesting. 'rhey included South Africans by 
:.\Ir. Dick Powell, of Randfontein; Rt. Helena and 
Ascension by Mr. J. Bunell; Xewfonrnlland by Mr. 
,v. Ovens; 8udan hy ~Ir. R .T. Sluu·pe, and a unique 
U.S.A. display by Mr. W. Glover. This last exhibit 
was indeed something very unusual, and is worthy 
of speeial comment because it illustrated the Pdnca
tional value of oul' hobby. 'rhe stamps in this ex
hibit ,vere merely incidental as illustrations of 
places, persons and events, referred to in a sketchy 
and yet withall a highly instructive historical out
line of the portion of the North American continent 
covered by the United States of to-day. Although 
Mr. Glover did not have io spend many shillings 
for the stamps included in this exhibit, it was quite 
ohvious that he lrnd had to nse considerable in
genuity in writing' his story 1.nd plniming his pages, 
RO that the pPrRons, placPR and ev0nts mentionecl 
011 eaeh pap;e in cavital lettPrs could he illustrated 
hy p:xamples of stamps mo1mtP<l on the 1mme pagP. 

JT.Kl:. 

i'TIWl'ORIA PIIILA'l'BLIC ROCHYl'Y. 

President, A. ID. Basden; Hon. Secretary, II. A. 
Wager. P.O. Box 514. Meetings, 1st and :3rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

April 7.-1\fr. Basden in the chair. 
Mr. Beyers gave a paper on the life ofLord Nel

son, including a description of stamps that had, so1i1e 
connection with his career. He ,vas rather surprised 
that in the multitude of commemorative stamps is
sued no portrait of this p:reat hero had appeared. 

l\fr. Beyers supplement!:'d his paper hy reading an 
article from the Canadiarn Oeographical l\Iagazine on 
the stamps of Canada. Tl1is showed in a wonderful 
manner how the history :rnd geography of Canada 
could be gathered from a detailed study of the 
stamps, especially the commemoratives. Many of the 
stamps of Canacla ranked amongst the finest in the 
worl<l in artistic merit, design and "·orkmanship. 

April 20. ;\fr. Unsden was iI1 the chair. ::\[1·. Hawke 
read some interesting phifafelic, extractR: Interest
ing item,; hy mP111lwrs : 

Mr. de HOOI)L showf'<l a _set of Ahyssjuian stau111s 
1ie,·er. ofJ icially issue~l designed for,' the Red Cross, 
Mr. Dodd showed and described seyeral items from 
his collection :which were of philatelic interest, sucl1 
as mistakes -in wording, pel'forat:i-0ns, etc. -·, Dr. 
Broughton rPad an article on the gold deposits of 
Papua and their inaccessibility until airplanes were 
brought into service and were first used for the 
transport of heayy dredges, mining equipment, sup
plies, etc., and which even1ually resulted in a larp;e 
gold output. Mr. Hawke clPscribed an item in his 
collection which recalled many youthful memories-, 
a stamp which he had obtained from the post· office 
in Adelaide. Prof. \Ynger tabled his collection of 
Dutch East Indies. 

JLLW. 

GJ, ................... ,, .. , .. ,,,,,,.,,,.,, .. ,,, ...... ,,,, .... ,,,, .. , .. ,,,,,, ........ , .... ,,, Gl 

B. & K. 
The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
( except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., : 

86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. E 
I:] IIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUllllllllllllllll I IIIIIIIINIIIIIIIIIII I llllllll&l llllll II I I [i] 

NEW ARRIVALS· 
ALL MINT. 

10. Albania 1940 Greek Occupation 2/6 

3. Ethiopia, just issued . . 1/6 

8. Belgian Congo Monument, obsolete 3/6 

2. Ruanda prov. on Congo Monument 2/6 

2. Dutch Indies Bomber Fund, used 1/6 

8. Falklands incl., new colours . . . . 3/9 

5. Gt. Britain, new colours . . . . l/3 

6. Kenya on Union, pairs, obsolete 1/6 

3. Free French New Hebrides . . 5/-

2. Manchukuo, 1941 Conscription 1/-

10. Mozambique Co., 1907, used, cat. 18/-. 4/6 

2. Sudan,. large camels, 3 and 4 pias. . . 3/6 

NETT, C.W.O. POST FREE. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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UNION NOTES 
We have received the following information 

about Union stamps from the Post Office 
Controller of Propaganda, in respect of the 
period 8th January, 1942, to 10th April, 1941: 

ORDINARY POSTAGE STAMPS. 
id.-A total of 326,000 sheets of1 240 stamps 

each have been delivered in respect of an 
order of 500,000 sheets, the first delivery hav
ing been made on 29th April, 1941. New 
cylinders 60 int. 21 ext. Job No. 13909. 

Hd.-A total of 410,500 sheets of 240 
stamps each have been delivered in respect 
of an order of 600,000 sheets, the first de
livery having been made on 24th June, 1941. 
New cylinders 31 int. 6,924 ext. Job No. 16782. 

WAR POSTAGE STAMPS. 
M.-A total of 233,500 sheets of 240 stamps 

each have been delivered in respect of an 
order of 600,000 sheets, the first delivery hav
ing been made on 6th November, 1941. New 
cylinder 7 (one colour). Job No. 1277. 

ld.-A total of 124,500 sheets of 240 stamps 
each have been delivered in respect of an 
order of 360,000 sheets, the first delivery hav
ing been made on 30th September, 1941. 
New cylinder 6,922 (one, colour). Job No. 1278. 

Hd.-A total of 264,500 sheets of 240 stamps 
each have been delivered in respect of an 
order of 750,000 sheets, the first delivery hav
ing been made on 23rd December, 1941. New 
cylinder 15 (one colour). Job No. 1279. 

3d.-61,500 sheets of 120 were delivered 
during the period 27th ,January, 1942, to 3rd 
February, 1942. Job No. 8370, cylinder 50 as 
before. 

ROLL STAMPS. 
½d.-On the 29th January, 1942, a final de

livery of 251 Rolls x 500, 100 Rolls x 1,000, 
and 147 sheets x 240 'was made in respect of 

an order the first delivery of which was made 
on 17th June, 1941. Altogether in respect of 
this order 1,751 Rolls: x 500, 2,500 Rolls x 1,000 
and 4,473 sheets x 240 have been delivered in 
respect of this order. Cylinders as previously 
used, 7,020 int. and 5 ext. 

In respect of .a new order of 2,000 Rolls x 
500, a delivery was made on 10th February, 
1942, of 192 sheets x 240 and 200 Rolls x 
500. Since then there have been further de
l~veries making a total of 1,022 sheets x 240, 
1,800 Rolls x 500 and 540 Rolls x 1,000. 
Cylinders as before. 

ld.-Total deliveries of 2,257 sheets x 240 
and 1,862 Rolls x 1,000 have been made in re
spect of an order 5,000 Rolls: x 1,000. The 
first delivery in respect of this order was 
made on 11th March, 1941. Cylinders as be
fore, 23 int. 24 ext. 

BOOKLETS. 

A total of 253,960 books, each containing 
24 x ld. stamps and 12 x ½d. stamps, and 
151,200 books each containing 12. x M. stamps, 
12 x ld. stamps and 8 x Hd. stamps, have 
been delivered in respect of an order of 
400,000 books. The first deliveries in respect 
of these booklets were made on 24th Septem
ber, 1940 (with regard to the ½d. .and ld. 
books), and on 21st May, 1941 (with regard 
to the Jd., ld. and Hd. books). Cylinders: Jd. 
8 int. 10 ext. (as before), ld. 58 int. (i,920 
ext. (new), Hd. 16 ext. 7 int. (new). 

OFFICIAL STAMPS. 

Three hundred sheets each containing 240 
stamps of ½d. ordinary postage stamps were 
supplied by the Postmaster General and over
printed "Official-Offisieel" on a flat bed 
printing machine from old formes. These were 
delivered on 8th January, 1942. 

S.W.A. STAMPS. 
The following war postage stamps of the 

Union were supplied by the Postmaster 
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General and were overprinted S. W .A. 011 a flat 
bed printing machine from old form es:-

~d.-1,000 sheets of 240. 
ld.-1,000 sheets of 240. 
2d.-750 sheets of 120. 
3d.-750 sheets of 120. 
4d.-750 sheets of 120. 
6d.-750 sheets of 120. 
1/-.-250 sheets of 120. 

Delivery was made on 27th January, 1942. 

POSTAL STATIONERY. 
ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS. 

A total of 4,181,040 cards has been delivered 
in respect of an order of 5,000,000> the first 
delivery of which was made on 23rd July, 1941, 
Job No. 3255. In respect of .a further order 
of 5,000,000, Job No. 8085, a total of 
1,128,960 cards have been delivered, the first 
delivery being made on 12th March, 1942.. 
Cylinder as before. 

PICTORIAL POST CARDS. 
A total of 1,142,400 cards have been de

livered in respect of an order of 2,400,000, 
the first delivery having been made on 27th 
November, 1941. New cylinder 85 (one colour). 

NEW SP APER WRAPPERS. 
195 120 ~d. wrappers and 39,240 ld. 

wrappers have been printed Litho from new 
plates. Delivery was made on 3rd February, 
1942. 
KENYA, UGANDA AND TANGANYIKA. 

17 000 Sheets of 120 each ordinary 1/- Union 
Post~ge Stamps were supplied by the Post
master General and were overprinted KENYA, 
UGANDA, TANGANYIKA 70 CENTS, on 
a flat-bed printing machine from ne'w process 
blocks. Delivery was made on 17th March, 
1942. 

"BANTAM" STAMPS FOR S. AFRICA. 
An announcement has been made in the pub

lic press by the Minister of Posts and Tele
graphs that, in order to conserve paper, our 
stamps are to be reduced to half their present 
size. It is stated that the designs are to re
rnain the same and the new ''bantams" will 
be issued as stocks of the present full-sized 
stamps become exhausted. 

UNION WAR STAMPS. 
The Union war stamps have lately been fea

tured in many overseas journals. "Emco 
Monthly" for March, 1942, has a photograph 
of the 2d. sailor stamp on its front cover. 
"Airpost Journal" for March, 1942, has a 
photograph of a pair of the Hd. airman 
stamps on its front cover with the following 
description :-"First South African Airman to 
be decorated with the D.S.O. in World War 
II.-Portraif of Lieutenant Bob Kershaw (now 
Captain) as painted by Captain Neville Lewis 
for the Hd. bi-lingual of the Union's new war 
stamp series." 

The "Emco Monthly" is published in Can
ada and the "Airpost Journal" in the U.S.A. 

U.S.A.-LEOPOLDVILLF] AIR LIN!<~. 
The "Holetim Filatelico Handeirante," one of 

our exchanges, published in Brazil, has a note 
on the above air service. It states that the 
new air mail was inaugurated on the Gth 
December, 1941, from Miami, U.S.A., to Leo
poldville, Belgian Congo, with stops at S. J oao 
di Porto Rico, Port of Spain, Belem and 
Natal (Brazil), Bathurst (Gambia), and Lagos 
(Nigeria). 

In respect of the first trip, the Brazilian 
Post Office used a commemorative post mark 
on correspondence from Belem and Natal to 
the African stations. This mark consists of a 
rectangle enclosing maps of S. America and 
Africa with an aeroplane above. Outside the 
rectangle at the top appears the words "Pre
meira Mala Postal Aerea," and at the bottom, 
the words "Pan American Airways System." 

About 60,000 letters were carried with the 
commemorative Postmark. 

~-i 11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111•0 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted bl· 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch Belgian Danish, Por
tuguese; all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Books Wanted.-Leon de Raay: "Hist. 
of Postage Stamps of O.F.S."; R.P.S.: 
"Postage Stamps of Br. Colonies
Africa" ( 3 vols.). State condition 
and price. 

Rev. Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannes-
; ~~ ~ 
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THE OTTO PLATES 
By A. E. BASDEN. 

In page 387 of "Africa" we are informed 
that the following were included in the "List 
of utensils used for the manufacture of post
age stamps, taken over this 2nd day of N ovem
ber, 1874, from the Postmaster-General" at 
Potchef st room by the Acting Treasurer
General at Pretoria,. where they were printed 
from in 1875 by the Stamp Commission: 

"2 plates for One Shilling stamps 
"2 plates for Six Pence stamps 
"2 plates for Three Pence stamps 
"2 plates for One Penny stamps" 

In page 429, referring to an article by Mr. 
Jeppe in Der Philatelifit for the year 1890, 
mention is made of "the account of the pro
ceedings taken by the Government in 1881 
(? 1882) against Otto, and of the recovery of 
certain plates and cliches and a number of 
printed stamps which were found at Otto's 
works" 

And in page 428 it is stated that "The 
plates and stamps were placed in the Rostock 
Bank, where they remained until 1894, when 
they were sent to the Transvaal and delivered 
to the Government; the stamps were then de
stroyed. On examination of the plates it was 
found that they were not of the improved 
eagle type, but were the plates of the 
forgeries.'' 

In page 473 it says "Mr. Tamsen informs 
us that the new plate or plates for this value 
( i.e. the 6d. improved eagle) never left Ger
many, and Mr. Otto availed himself of his 
opportunity and produced unauthorised varie-
ties in different shades of blue, and also in 
shades of red-brown." 

The following is a list of the plates in the 
Transvaal Museum at Pretoria: 

(a) 2 plates ( or panes) of the ld. steel
faced 

· ( b) 2 plates ( or panes) of the 6d. steel
faced 

(c) 2 plates (or panes) of the ls. steel
faced 

(d) 1 plate (or pane) of the 3d. steel-faced 
( e) 1 plate ( or pane) of the 3d. copper

f aced 
(f) 1 plate (or pane) of the 6d. ·improved 

ei:1,gle, steel-faced. 
(g) 1 plate (or pane) of the 6d. copper

faced Otto forgery of Type I. 
All the plates or panes consisted originally 

of 40 cliches in five horizont'.ll rows of eight. 
The pairs of plates of the ld., 6d., and ls. 

values (a. b. c.) are intact, and the wooden 
blocks on which they are mounted have each 
been sawn off at one end to enahle the two 

to be placed close enough for them to be 
printed from together, forming sheets of 160 
stamps, 80 from the left-hand and 80 from the 
right-hand pane. All these panes have the 
wide spacing between the stamps. 

Both the panes of the 3d. value have narrow 
spacing between the stamps, and both show 
the dot on the left leg of the eagle. Of the 
two plates the steel-faced is very much worn 
while the copper-faced looks as if it had never 
been used. Yet we know that sheets were 
printed of two panes combined. Were they 
printed from these two panes now in the 
Museum or was there originally another steel
faced plate as for the three previous values? 
This question is asked because of plate (g) 
referred to later. 

There is one plate or pane of the 6d. im
proved eagle, steel-faced from which one 
cl1:che is missing. It is possible (vide above 
quotation) that this plate was among those 
recovered from Otto in 1894. 

The copper-faced pane of 6d. (plate g) is 
not intact. It was originally made up of eight 
vertical rows of five stamps; the first two 
vertical rows are now missing as well as the 
fifth (bottom) stamp of the third vertical row. 
This plate is the typical common Ot~o forgery 
which has been frequently described and 
illustrated. It has a very new appearance. 

In view of the appearance of the 3d. (plate 
e) and its striking resemblance to the 6d. 
(plate g) one wonders if the former as well .as 
the latter were not recovered from Otto in 
1894. If so it be, then there must have been an 
original additional plate d which is now 
missing. 

All the plates have been defaced, most of 
them vertically, through the eagle and anchor, 
so that the photographs of pulls from the 
plates of th~ 6d. and 1s. as they exist to-day, 
are not as satisfying as they would have been 
had they heen defaced horizontally or any 
other thoughful way. , 

Apropos the missing. cliche from th_e 6d. 
improved eagle plate, 1s there any ~v1de1!-ce 
for the statement on page 601 of Afnca, viz., 
• 1The stamp is impressed ( on the ~nyelop~) 
in the right upper corner with the or1gmal die 
used for making the plate of the Three _Pence 
adhesive of Issue I., after Messrs. Davis a1_1d 
Son had altered the word "DRIE" on the die, 
at either side of the stamp,. to "ZES" and the 
numerals "3" in the top corners to "6"? Were 
any of the original dies sent to Transvaal? 
Is it certain the cliche missing from the 6? • 
improved eagle plate was not used for this 
purpose after all ? 
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NOTES ANENT ENGRAVERS OF 
THE MASTER DIES OF CERTAIN OF 

THE STAMPS OF SOUTHERN 
AFRICA 

By A. HILTON SYDOW, M.R.P.S.L. 

In his book "Edwardian Stamps of the 
British Empire, Part I," Mr. Douglas Arm
strong wrote: "A special profile portrait of 
King Edward VII prepared by Herr Emil 
Fuchs, R.B.A., for use on the new stamps of 
the United Kingdom, was likewise adopted by 
the Colonial authorities in connection with 
their Edwardian stamp issues, and also by the 
Indian and South African (pre-Union) Gov
ernments. The words in parenthesis are mine. 

The large profile hea<l wa,s adopted by the 
Cape of Good Hope (see Gibbons 1940 Cata
logue illustrations Nos. 19 to 27) and by the 
Transvaal (SG. illustrations Nos. 38 and 39). 
The small profile head was adopted by Natal 
(SG illustrations Nos. :n and 32) and by the 
Orange River Colony (SG illustratnon No. 38). 
Comparison of the large and small profile 
heads on the stamps of the four pre-Union 
colonies with those on the stamps of Great 
Britain, India, Ceylon, etc., will show that they 
all emanate from two master dies, one for the 
large head and the other for the small head. 

Mr. Armstrong also wrote: "The 'master 
die' of the Edwardian stamps is believed to 
have been cut by an engraver named Turner 
in the employ of Messrs. De La Rue and Co." 
Note that the words "master die" is used in 
the singular number. Very likely Mr. Arm
strong had in mind the master die of the 
large profile head. 

Some time ago I wrote to a brother phil
atelist resident in Australia .and asked him to 
favour me by writing to Mr. John Ash, who 
was associated with Thos. lJe la Rue and Co., 
Limited, for many years, in order to ascertain 
the name of the engraver of the head dies of 
the Edward VII and George V stamps, especi
aHy those of the pre-Union and the Union 
issuances. Recently I received a letter from 
my esteemed friend who enclo8ed the following 
paragraph from Mr. John Ash: 

"I am in receipt of J-'OUr favour enquiring 
for the name of the engraver who engraved 
the profile portraits med on British 
Colonial stamps printed by Thomas De la 
Rue and Co., Limited. His name was David 
Turner." 

This is sufficient proof that the Edwardians 
of four pre-Union colonies and the Georgians 
of the Union of South Africa, surface-printed 
by Thos. De la Rue and Co., Limited, were 
engraved by DAVI_D TURNER anent the 
profile portraits. It would appear that the 

frames were engraved by m~ans of complex 
machinery. 

I have been informed on very good author-· 
ity that the portrait on the master die of 
King George V in admiral's uniform depicted 
on the stamps of Rhodesia, 1913-22 ( Gibbons 
illustration No. 18), was engraved by a 
Frenchman in the employ of Water1ow and 
Sons, Limited, in the person of M. CLO CHET, 
whilst the surrounding ornamentations there
on were engraved by A. J. COOPER. Trans
fer roller dies obtained from this master die 
were also used in connection with the first 
issues of Southern Rhodesia of 1924-1929. It 
is believed that the portraits depicted of King 
George V and Queen Mary on the issues of 
Rhodesia of 1910-16 were engraved by either 
M. CLOCHET or W. G. FAIRWEATHER. 
Incidentally, both of these engravers were on 
active service in the First World War and 
were badly injured. Other contemporaries of 
theirs were JOHN SIMMONDS and J. 
LOCKSLEY who were also engaged on stamp 
die engraving. 

According to the Gibbons' Catalogue the 
master dies of the stamps of Northern Rho
desia were engraved by W. G. FAIR
WEATHER, but it is not stated whether the 
whole dies or only the portrait dies were en
graved by him. The stamps of this country 
,vere recessed-printed by 'Naterlow a11d Sons, 
Limited, and were first issued in 1925. Subse
quently the head dies, both large and small, 
were utilised for Cayman Islands 1932 and 
1935, Grenada 1934, Bahamas 1935, Basuto
land 1933 and Cyprus 1934. 

The original undenominated die for the 
1925 Air Mail stamps was en.graved on cop
per for the Cape Times, Limited, by A. J. 
COOPER. On this die the lines of design were 
cut in recess. The figures of value were cut 
on separate dies. 

JAMES SCOTT was a contemporarv of the 
aforementioned engraYers at \Vaterlow and 
Sons, Limited, but left this firm, and sub
s~quently became the head engraver of Per
kms, Bacon and Co., Limited. 

G••······························s·:····&···K·~······························y 

The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
( except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 

: BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 
: 86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. 
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The Postal Stationery of the Union of South Africa 
By SAM LEGATOR. 

( Continued from page 46 of April issue). 

(3) ENVELOPES. 
1913-1918-

The paper employed varies from buff to 
white. 

First Issue of stamped Envelopes. 
Head of King Geo. V. in Oval. EMBOSSED. 
94 x 120 mm. 
E.1. ld. Red. 
There are two types of this envelope: 

(a) Pointed Flap. 
(b) Rounded Flap. 

VARIETIES. 
E.la. ld. Albino. (Embossed but not inked). 
E.lb. ld. Double Embossed. 
90 x 146 mm. 
E.2. ld. Red. (Rounded flap only). 

1921-
INCREASE IN POSTAGE RATES. 

As previous issue. 
E.3. Hd. Reddish Brown. Size of Envelope 

94 x 120 mm. (Pointed Flap). 
E.4. Hd. Brown. Size of Envelope 90 x 146 

mm. (Rounded Flap). 

1930-
CHANGE IN DESIGN. 

Van Riebeek's ship. NOT EMBOSSED. 
94 x 120 mm. 

E.5. ld. Carmine. (Pointed Flaps). 
E.6. ld. Carmine. (Rounded Flaps). 90 x 

146 mm. 
There are various shades of colour in the 

above. 
1939-

CHANGE IN TYPE OF ENVELOPE. 
Thinner Paper. Greyish White outside. Deep 

Blue inside. Opaque. 
94 x 120 mm. 

B.7. ld. Red on greyish White. (Pointed 
Flap). 

90 X 146 mlffi, 
E.8. As above. (Rounded Flap). 

( 4) NEW SP APER WRAPPERS. 
Like the newspaper wrappers of oth2r 

countdes, these consist of strips of paper, 
long enough to bind around a rolled news
paper or magazine. 

The size of the wrapper is approximately 
300 x 125 mm. 

The paper employed is fairly light in 
weight, and is of a yellowish buff colour. 

The wrappers carry the same design as 
that of the contemporary adhesives, except 
that the word "Postage" is omitted. 

1913.- HEAD OF KING GEO. V. 
N.1. Jd. Green on Yellow Buff Paper. 
N.2. ld. Red on Yellow Buff Paper. 
Inscribed in English and Dutch as follows: 

This wrapper may only be used for News
papers, or for such documents as are al
lowed to be sent at the Book-rate of post
age, and must not e,nclose any letter or 
communication of the nature of a letter 
(whether separate or otherwise). If this 
rule be infringed, the packet will be 
charged as a letter. 

Deze band mag slechts gebruikt worden 
voor Koeranten of voor zodanige dokumen
ten als als drukwerk mogen worden ver
sonden. Brieven of mededeli.ngen van de 
aard van brieven (hetzij afzonderlik of 
anderszins) mogen niet worden ingesloten. 
Indie:1 deze regel wordt overtreden, wordt 
het pakket als een brief belast. 

1916-
DESIGN AS ABOVE. PAPER SLIGHTLY 

THINNER. 
N.3. ld. Red on Greyish Yellow paper. 

Language changed as follows: 
This wrapper may only contain News

papers or such documents as are allowed to 
be sent at the Book-rate of postage. If 
this rule be infri,nged, the packet will be 
charged as a letter. 

Deze Band Mag aUeen Koeranten of 
zodanige dokumenten, die als Drukwerk 
mogen worden verzonden, inhouden. Over
treedt men deze regel, dan wordt het pakket 
als een brief belast. 

1926-
CHANGE OF DESIGN. VAN RIEBEEK'S 

SHIP. 
N.4. ld. Red and Black on Buff paper. 

La,nguage changed to English and Afrikaans. 
Language as follows: : · · 

This wrapper may contain only news
paper or such documents as are allowed 
to be sent at the printed papers rate of 
postage. If this rule be infringed, t:b.e 
packet will be surcharged as a letter. 

Hierdie onslag mag slegs gebruik word 
vir Koerante of vir sodanige dokumente, 
wat as drukwerk yerstuur mag word. Jndien 
die reel oortree word, word die pakkie as 'n 
brief belas. 

VARIETIES. 
N.4a. Centre omitted. 
N.4b. Misplaced centre. 
N ote.-During. this period there seems to 

have been a number of badly printed 
wrappers. 
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1926- ·:,!' 
LANGUAGE CHANGED. Ship Type. 

N.5 ld. Red and Black on Buff. 
Inscribed as follows: 

This wrapper may contain only news
papers or such documents as are allowed to 
be sent at the printed rate of postage. If 
this rule is infring·ed, the packet will be 
surcharged as a letter. 

Hierdie omslag mag slegs gebruik word 
vir Koera,nte of vir sodanige dokumente 
wat teen die posgeld van toepassing op 
drukwerk verstuur mag word. Indien 
hierdie reel oortree word, word die pakkies 
as 'n brief beboet. 

1928-
CHANGE OF DESIGN. Springbok's Head. 

N.6 fd. Green and Black on Buff Paper. 
Inscribed in English and Afrikaans as fol
lows: 

This wrapper may contain only News
papers or such documents as are allowed to 
be se,nt at the printed papers rate of post
age. If this rule be infringed, the packet 
will be surcharged as a letter. 

Hierdie omslag mag slegs gebruik word 
vir Koerante of vir sodanige dokumente 
wat as drukwerk verstuur mag word. In
dien die reel oortree word, word die pakkie 
as 'n brief belas. 

1930-
Afrikaans wording again changed. Design 

as previous issue. 
N. 7. fd. Green and Black. 
Inscribed in English and Afrikaa,ns: 

This wrapper may contain only News
papers or such documents as are allowed to 
be sent at the printed papers rate of post
age. If this rule be infringed, the packet 
will be surcharged as a letter. 

Hierdie omslag mag slegs gebruik word 
vir Ko·erante of vir sodanige dokumente wat 
teen die posgeld van toepassing op druk
werk verstuur mag word. Indie.n hierdie 
reel oortree word, word die pakkie as 'n 
brief beboet. 

1934-
N ew Series. SUID-AFRIKA hypenated. 
N.8. -}d. Black and Green. 
N .9. ld. Red and Black. 
N .9a. ld. Red Brown and Deep Black. 
Inscribed in English and Afrikaans as 1930 

series. 
1942-

The above series are still on sale. 

FOR SALE 
IN AID OF AMBULA,NCE FUND 

Collection of over 2,800 Stamps, representative of 
J)ractically every country. Germany, Italy, occu
pied Europe, Japan, Hong Kong and other 
enemy occupied Far Eastern countries. Dominions 
well represented and many rarities, including 
Cape Triangles, Canadian 1898 Christmas stamps, 

Jubilee and other special issues. 

Offers fo1· the collection should be made to : 

G. H. CLEMENT, 
Red Cross Ambulance Detachment, 

Box 40 KLERKSDORP. 

(Continued from page 69) 

an~ _admittedly without having made any en
qmr1es, that they had been demonetized and 
:Vere surprised at receiving our exchange 
Journals recently with additional stamps of 
New South Wales and of Victoria. The extra 
postage was required to cover the recent in
crease in postal rates. 

+++ 
BELGIAN CONGO 

and 
RUANDA-URUNDI. 

Our Leopoldville correspondent, Dr, G. 
Lefebvre, reports the following new issues: 

(1) For Ruanda-Urundi under Ordinance 
of 28th January: 30,000 stamps of the lf.75 
denomination overprinted 0.75; 29,700 stamps 
of the 2f.75 denomination overprinted 2f.50. 

( 2) For Belgian Congo under Ordinance of 
2nd March: 120,000 stamps of the lf.50 de
nomination (1934) overprinted 50c.; 100,000 
stamps of the lf. 75 denomination <l94l) over
printed 75c.; 100,000 stamps of the 2f.40 de
nomination ( 1937) overprinted 2f.50. 

These overprints were made at the Govern
ment Printing Office in the Congo. 

( 3) Under a decree of 30th October 1941, 
issued in the Congo in February, 1942; there 
are to be War Stamps of 10£. denomination 
with a surtax of 40f. in aid of the Welfare 
Fund. The issu2 is to consist of 100,000 stamps 
fo1· the Belgian Congo, half French-Flemish 
and half Flemish-French, .and 50,000 for 
Ruanda-Urundi, similarly half and half. 

These stamps are to be obtained by sub
scription to "Cheques postaux Leopoldville
Kalina, No. 2 Postel-V.aleurs postales." 

+++ 
LEAFLET RAID IN N. WALES. 

Mr. Francis J. Field sends reports and 
specimens of leaflets dropped in the town of 
Rhyl, N. Wales, by the R.A.F. in: connection 
with the British national "Save Waste Paper" 
contest. Six varieties of leaflets were used, 
some of them on scrap accumulated during 
the past six or seven years. The raid resulted 
in doubling the amount collected in the town. 

This is only the third British raid in Bri
tain, previous ones having been on Bourne
mouth for War Weapons Week, and on Man
chester with Safety First propaganda. 
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THE S'T.UDY OF POSTMAR,KS 
(With special reference to Bechuanaland) 

Au appetd to readers of the South African Philatelist 

Stamp collectors can be numbered by their 
tens of thousands throughout the world, but 
what a very small percentage interest them
selves in postmarks·. 

Now the study of postmarks is not under
taken by the small minority just for the sake 
of curiosity, but it is done for the benefit 
of philately in general, and .any information 
gained is not kept under lock and key but is 
in all cases freely given to those who will 
take the trouble to interest themselves on a 
subject which has a great bearing on the 
hobby of stamp collecting. 

It will be readily understood that the person 
or persons engaged on research work in 
connection with the postal markings of any 
particular country cannot possibly write to 
every stamp collector in the country, so he 
turns to what should be the best means of 
acquiring the information he is seeking 
through the medium of the "South African 
Philatelist," which is subscribed for and read 
by every serious: minded stamp _collector. 

He .asks for the information through the 
medium of this journal, the Editor of which, 
being himself a student of philately of merit, 
is only too pleased to publish replies to any 
questions raised upon this subject. 

In consideration therefore that the average 
stamp collector has much to gain from this 
information in the pursuit of his hobby it is 
up to him to give all possible assistance in 
such matters. 

It may be that the average collector with 
only a small collection may hl'J,ve the very 
postmark or whatever the information re
quired may hapuen to be, yet in the majority 
of cases these people 'will not even take the 
trouble to look and see if they can be of any 
assistance. 

By their co-operation they may one day 
themselves be saved from purchasing duds and 
incidently they will also be helping to solve 
problems of which so many exist in phila
tely. 

When such a request is made through the 
medium of the "South African Philatelist," or 
in fact, .any philatelic journal, it is the duty 
of any stamp collector, interested in his 
hobby, to give the matter immediate atten
tion and not wait for months or years to 
elapse before doing so. 

It is to be hoped, therefore, that readers 
of the "South African Philatelist" will wake 
to the occasion and .assist in every way pos
sible. 

As an instance, I feel sure that there must 
be quite a number of readers of this journal 
who can offer some explanation or give some 
information which will eventually lead to the 
solving of this problem, viz.: In the "London 
Philatelist" for September, 1941, reference is 
made to the Francestown S.A. postmark, 
which is often found on the stamps: of Rho
desia ( Large Arms Type). 

I must admit that the words "South Africa" 
applied to Bechuanaland postmarks as well 
as the use of Rhodesian stamps in the Pro:ec
torate has ::iJways been a source of specula
tion among philatelists and many and varied 
theories have been put forward. 

Of course the words "South Africa" being 
used would under ordinary circumstances of 
to-day appear quite natural, but in the years 
preceding the Boer War this appears out of 
place. 

Mr. H. C. Dann writes in the "London 
Philatelist" mentioned that a certain Mr. R. L. 
Furniss, an old resident of Salisbury, South
ern Rhodesia, raises ?., question in regard to 
this "Francestown" postmark as follows: He 
says, 

"Why South Africa? It will be remem
bered that there is an error of spelling, as 
the name should be "Francistown." Here is 
the theory he has evolved which may be 
correct. He suggests, 

"That prior to the Jameson Raid, the 
British South Africa Company may have 
hoped to have got the Bechuanaland terri
tory thrown in with Rhodesia, or in any 
case the Tati Concession. This may have 
gone pretty far, as many of the Bechuana
land Border Police took part in the raid, 
therefore Jameson must have had the 
authority to take them under his command. 
We know that Rhodesian stamps were used 
.at Francestown, and why the postmark 'S. 
Africa' if not for the above reason? The 
arrangement may have been squashed by 
the raid and Francistown had to go back to 
the use of Bechuanaland Protectorate 
stamps." 
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Mr. l);=u111 goes f urllJPr, in reply to a ques
tion asked by Mr. Furness as io whether he 
had ever seen the Francistown postmark on 
Bechuanaland Protectorate stamps. He says: 

"In reply to this question I may ref er to 
an article I wrote in the "London Phila
telist" of October, 1935, on T.ati, in which 
I described fifteen registered covers in my 
collection all postmarked "Francestown" 
during the Boer war. All of these carried 
either the Bechuanaland Protectorate sbmps 
G.B. overprinted issue in the early dates, 
and British Bechuanaland G.B. overprinted. 
issue on the latest dates. They ranged from 
1899 to 1902, and the various values were 
2d., 4d. and 6d. in the former and ld. and 
2d. in the latter. They are extremely rare, 
probably unique. The postmark is not rare 
on the large Arms issue ( 1897) of British 
South Africa Company." 
Having therefore so often seen the Frances

town postmark on both British Bechuana
land and Bechuanaland Protectorate stamps I 
could not imagine that they were at all rare 
nor unique and upon examining my own collec
tion I discovered that I had quite a quantity 
of both and in addition I had also specimens of 
the Unappropriated Die issue of British 
Bechuanaland showing this postmark. 

Upon making further enquiries I discovered 
that sever.al collectors of this country had 
specimens showing this postmark in their col
lections. There is no doubt that the Francis
town S.A. postmark appears to be more 
numerous on the Rhodesian stamps, but they 
are also fairly plentiful on Bechuanaland 
stamps and therefore c.annot possibly be as 
extremely rare as Mr. Dann states. 

It would be interesting to know how many 
collectors have any of these postmarks on 
Bechuanaland stamps, also whether any other 
issues of Bechuanaland and Bechuanaland 
Protectorate exists with this postmark. 

Now the reasons given by Mr. Furness as 
to why the words "South Africa" appears on 
both Rhodesian and Bechuanaland stamps ap
pears to be quite feasable, i.e., in so far as 
"Francestown" is concerned, as we know that 
"Francestown" is next door to the Tati dis
irict, but it so happens that there is also a 
circular date stamp showing the words 
"LOBATSI R.S. SOUTH AFRICA" (the R.S. 
is probably for Railway Station), and whilst 
Francistown is up in the northern boundary of 
the Protectorate, Lobatsi is right away in 
the south. 

We know that sometime in 1895 the Im
perial Government were considering the hand
ing over of the .administration of the Pro
tectorate to the British South Africa Com
pany, the territory chiefly concerned being 
that belonging to the Chiefs Khama, Sebele 
and Bathoen. These chiefs, however, objected 
to the transfer of administration to the Com
pany and they proceeded to London to lodge 
their objections and put their case before Mr. 
Chamberlain. 

Meanwhile, v;hilst these negotiations were 
in progress the British South Africa Company, 
nractically sure of the granting of this ad
ministration over the territory in addition to 
the Tati Concession, may have had these post
marks prepared in anticipation and this 
would probably explain the use 0f Rhodesian 
stamps in the Protectorate and also that other 
towns besides r:Francestown" and "Lobatsi" 
may have been issued with a date stamp show
ing the words South Africa. 

The three chiefs mentioned, however, suc
ceeded in persuading the Imperial Govern
ment to change its policy in reg.ard to the 
Protectorate, and this, together with the 
Jameson Rald, may have been the reason why 
the territory was left under the control of 
the High Commissioner for South Africa as 
it is to dav. 

On the other hand we have no evidence 
whatsoever that the British South Africa Com
pany had anything at all to do with the 
issue of this postmark. The Company had 
really no authority to issue such a postmark 
until the negotiations for the transfer of the 
territory had been finally concluded, so that 
there is aiso a possibility that the postmark 
may have been issued by the postal adminis
tration of the Protectorate. 

The fact that Rhodesian stamps were used 
in Francistown may possibly have -been by 
authority from the Protectorate Postmaster
General for reasons similar to Bechuanaland 
stamps used at Gubulawayo, or like that of 
certain towns in the Free State on or near 
the borders of the Cape Colony, who often 
made use of Cape stamps especially when the 
letter's destination w2.s somewhere within 
the boundaries of the Colony. 

We know no'w that both Francestown and 
Lobatsi were served with this date stamp 
bearing the words "South Africa." Can any 
reader add any further information by giving 
the names of any other town ? 

Where ,a stamp of any country is found 
showing the postmark of another country, 
many reasons can be put forward. For instance 
the stamp may have passed through the post 
office through oversight or it may have been 
cancelled to order, but what is~Jbg, reason for 
a postmark showing the letters C.G.H., which 
definitely denotes Cape of Good Hope, appear
ing on a postmark of a town which is situ
ated in the Bechuanaland Protectorate and far 
away from the borders of the Cape Colony? 

I have in my collection a 2d. Great Britain, 
overprinted Bechuanaland Protectorate and 
defaced with a circular date stamp 
showing "MAHALAPYE SIDING" at the top 
and the letters "C.G.H." at the bottom; the 
date is DE.21.98. 

Can any reader suggest any explanation 
that may solve this problem? 

A. A. JURGENS. 
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j Correspondence l 
= : 
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Sir, 
To avoid any misconceptions, I would like 

to point out that the Mafeking item, described 
as "copy A" in my April article, was not 
offered for sale in Mr. V. F. James' list, but 
mentioned in one of his popular last-page 
causeries. 

Yours, faithfully, 

+ + + K. FREUND. 

O.F.S. NUMERAL POSTMARKS. 
In the S.A.P. Vol. 16, 1940, p. 148, I put 

forward the thesis that certain postmarks 
met with on O.R.C. (Edwardian) stamps (viz., 
Vertical Oval grids similar in character to 
those seen very commonly on Cape stamps, 
but differing in that the numerals were only 
6 mm. in height as ,against the Cape's Gi mm. 
or over) were actually in use in the O.F.S. 
during the Edwardian period, and for some 
little time after Union. 

This view was contested by Mr. S. G. Rich, 
who maintained that these marks were "Cape" 
marks and that their appearance on O.R.C. 
stamps was merely evidence of interpro
vincial usage. 

I admitted that final proof, in the shape of 
covers with place/date stamps in addition to 
the numeral cancellation, was still lacking. 
No such cover has yet materialised, but a 
curious specimen sent me through the coun
tesy of Mr. Courlander, of East London, pro
vides evidence in favour of my view, even if 
it be not yet conclusive proof. 

The specimen is a Griqualand West ld. re
venue stamp on piece. The stamp is tied with 
a postmark "Holfontein R.O." ( date unde
cipherable) and Hoifontein is a small railway 
station not far from Kroonstad. The stamp 
also shows traces of what looks like an 
(? earlier) pen cancellation. On the piece of 
paper there is a mark of the "Cape type" 
with the number "48" with numerals 5 mm. 
high. 

There is, of course, something "phoney" 
about the piece, as there is no obvious reason 
why an obsolete and probably already used 
Griqualand West revenue stamp should have 
been cancelled at Holfontein, and it is within 
the bounds of possibility that the joker who 
did it stuck the stamp on a piece of paper 
which had already received the "48" mark 
i.n the Cape-just to worry future philatelists! 
But isn't it more likely that the "48" mark 
and the Holfontein mark were applied at one 
and the same place and that, therefore, the 
"48" mark had been in actual use at Hol
fontein? Still, however, I must admit that a 
proper cover is needed to solve the place of 
use of these marks conclusively and one of 
these days, no doubt, it will turn up. 

It mav be added that the number 48 is one 
which r·had .not listed before as found in the 

5 mm. group and Mr- A. A. ,Jurgens has sup
plied me with another new one, No. 118, in 
purple on a ld. K.E., O.R.C. 

Mr. Jurgens has also informed me that all 
the other numbers recorded with 5 mm. 
numerals are well known to him on Cape 
stamps, but always with numerals 6~ mm. or 
more in height. He reiterates that the fact of 
a number of the 5 mm. cancellations being 
in coloured inks is in itself strong evidence 
against this emanating from the Cape, as 
coloured cancellations are very rare there. 

J. H. HARVEY PIRIE. 

WHY A REGISTERED LETTER IS 
CROSSED. 

Mr. S. Graveson, a distinguished writer on 
postal history, explains in the Stamp JV!.aga
zine that the blue printed or pencilled lines 
put on a registered letter have their origin 
far back in the middle ages. 

In olden days when letters had no extra 
outside covering or envelope but merely had 
the ends tucked in, it was customary when 
it was specially desired to prevent the con
ten ts from being seen to have a silk or string 
folded in with the ends after passing round 
the letter in both directions, the ends of the 
tie being secured under a seal. This crossed 
tie also indicated to the bearer that special 
care should be taken of the missive. 

When registration was adopted by the post 
office, cording and sealing was at first in
sisted on; when special registration envelopes 
were introduced in 1878 this became unneces
sary but the blue printed crossed lines were 
adopted as plainly indicating that the letters 
were to have special treatment. 

+++ 
KENYA. 

Mr. W. Tunstall states that supplies of the 
missing Kenya stamps appear to be turning 
up occasionally. About the end of the year 
the sale of the 10c overprint on Union was 
suspended as normal 10c stamps (with the 
original perforation) became .available. 

The change of perforation in the £1 stamp, 
noted in our February issue as being 1H x 
14, should be 14 all round. 

The 30c stamp is now reported perf. 14. 

+++ 
AUSTRALIA. 

The "Australian Stamp Monthly" reports 
that the Federal Government is considering 
the issue of a stamp to commemorate the 
stand of the A.I.F. garrison at Tobruk. Pro
bably their next consideration will be a 
"Y ankzac" one. 

Were readers other than Australian special
ists aware that Australian colonials were still 
valid for postal use? vVe were under the im
pression, on the analogy of Union provincials 

(Continued on page 66). 
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Special Offer -
J. Union of South Africa 1925 Airmail 

set Comvlete, ld., 3d., 6d., 9d. Mint or 
Used. . . . . . . . . Price 18/6 

2. 1923 issue, ditto, 4d. and 1/-. .. Price 4/6 

3. Malta, K.G VI. Mint set to 1/- (old 
colours) ¼d:, ½d., ld., l½d., 2d., 2½d., 
3d., 4½d., 6d. and 1/-. .. .. .. Price 8/6 

4. Egypt Cotton Congress Commemorative-
Mint complete set. .. .. .. .. Price 2/-

5. British Honduras, K.G. VI. le to 25c 
Mint. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. Price 5/6 

6. British Guiana K.G. VI. le to 24c Mint. 
Price 5/-

7. Barbados K.G. VI. Mint, 1d. to 1/-. 
Price 3/9 

8. Australia 150th Anniversal'y of New 
South Wales, 3 different Mint. Price 2/-

W ANTED TO BUY. 

For spot Cash. Collections, Lots and 

Accumulations of any size or description. 

Offers >1olicited. 

I E. I■■- P.O. BOX 1669 

BLUM 
CAPE TOWN 

South Africa since 1930. 
class references. ■■ Established_ in 

■ First ~~============ 

New Arrivals: 
2. Belgian Congo, latest provs., m. 1/6 

6. Ecuador 1936 Darwin cpl. u. . . 2/-

3. Eire 1916 Rebellion cpl. m. . . . . 1/6 

3. Ethiopia 1942 just issued cpl. m. 1/6 

10. Greek Occup_ Albania 1941 m. . . 3/6 

4. Manchukuo 1935 20fen-1 yen cpl. u.. 2/6 

4. Manchukuo 1937 H,linking cpl. m. . . 2/6 

11. Parnguay 1927 50c.-2,50p. . . . . 1/-

2. Paraguay 1932 Zepvelin m. . . . . 1/6 

6. Roumania 1 !l27 Geographical cpl. :3/6 

G. Roumania 1!131 Boy Sc·ouls epl. . . 2/(j 

9. Salva<lor 1\!34/38 provH. cpl. u. . . 2/-

16. Spain rn:rn Press AsHcn. cvl. u. . . 8/6 

13. Sudan Camel Post lm--'; pias. m. 10/!i 

10. Sll(bn DueH and Officials to 5 pias m. 4/6 

NETT, C.W.O. POST FREE. 

Approval selections on request, against 
refel'ences. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

UNION OFFICIALS 
By Dr. C. H. Fouche. 

It is hoped that the following remarks will 
help to amplify the article on Union Officials 
oy Mr. A. Lichtenstein, which appeared i.n the 
April, 1942, number of the "S.A. Philatelist." 

1.-1d. Roto. Hyphenated I, (basic stamp G . 
54). There was .a printing on stamps with 
inverted water-mark, which appeared in 1936, 
i.e., before the printing listed under the above 
heading. 

2.-1d. Roto. Hyphenated II1 (thin arrows 
and black sheet ,numbers, basic stamp G. 55). 
There are two overprints and not one as 
listed. 

In (a) the horizontal limb of the L of 
OFFICIAL on No. 3 row one is short. 

The vertical limb of the L of OFFISEEL 
on No. 2 row 4 has a longitudal split along 
its upper part. 

In (b) neither of the above exists. 
3.-id. Roto. Hyphenated II, (heavy black 

arrows and bright blue sheet numbers, basic 
stamp G. 55). The overprint varies from lH-
13 m.m. The OFFISEEL is lowered and the 
OFFICIAL raised on the first four stamps in 
the first vertical row. This lowering and rais-. 
ing is relative to the other stamps in the re
spective horizontal rows. The ink used is dis
tinctly shiny. 

4.-ld. Roto. Hyphenated Pl. 12. There 
were the same two overprints as mentioned 
in 2 above. 

5.-ld. Roto. Hyphenated Pl. 13. This is 
overprinted with the same type as 3 above. 
The ink is ,not so shiny. 

6.-Hd. Roto. Pl. 1. The first printing is 
listed as having been issued in July, 1938; the 
writer received this printing in October, 1937. 

7.-2d. Roto. Pl. 2 normal watermark and 
2d. Roto. Pl. 3 inverted watermark were both 
issued in October, 1933, according to Mr. G. 
N. Gilbert in the "S.A. Philatelist" for 1935. 
2d. Roto Pl. 3 normal watermark was first 
issued in 1!)34. 2d. Roto. Hyphenated ;normal 
watermark was supplied in July, 1939. 

8.-6d. Pretoria flat plate, overprint up 
without stops 1928. This issue appears to have 
been overprinted in half sheets by a type set 
6 x 10, and not 12 x 10, which was applied 
twice to the half sheet as evidence by the 
following: 

(a) No. 1 and No. 7 row 12 have an 
apostrophe between the FF of OFFICIAL. 

(b) No. 4 and No. 10 row 14 have a 
shart top bar in the 2nd F of OFFISEEL. 

(c) No. 2 and No. -8 row 17 have an 
apostrophe between the O of OFFISEEL, 
Was this printing issued in half sheets 

only? 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

.June, .l!M2. 'l'Hl~ 80UTU AFRICAN PlllLA'l'lt~LlS'l'. 71 

!I.- --<id. lfoto. 

(a) Between the items g alld h as listed, 
there was a printing with normal water
mark. The type used was broken, and may 
have been the same as that used in the 
overprinting of the ld. Roto. Hyphenated 
Pl. 11, which also appeared with broken 
type. 

(b) There were two pri.ntings on Roto. 
Hyphenated I (basic stamp G. 61) the same 
as in 2 above. 

10.-ls. Roto. Pl. 1 (first stamp on sheet 
in English, "twisted horn" on No. 5 row 1). 
The two printings listed have inverted water
mark. There was a further printing on this 
same plate with normal watermark. It was 
supplied during 1936. 

11.-2s. 6d. O,nly two printings on London 
Pictorials are listed. There was a third print
ing which appeared in January, 1933. 

On 2s. 6d. Roto. Pictorials there were the 
following overprints: 

1st Printing on upper halves of sheets, 
normal watermark, 17½-18! m,.m. between 
lines of overprint, issued January, 1933. 2nd 
Printing ·on l_ower halves of sheets, normal 
watermark, 20-21 m.m. between lines of 
overprint, issued in April, 1934. 3rd Print
ing on upper halves of sheets, inverted 
watermark, 20-21 m.m. between lines of 
overprint, supplied during 1938. 4th Print-· 
ing on upper halves of sheets, normal 
watermark, 20-21 m.m. betwee.n lines of 
overprint, supplied during 1939. 5th Print
ing on lower halves of sheets, normal water
mark, 20-21 m.m. between lines of over
print, supplied during 1940. 

+++ 

BELGIAN CONGO. 

A ,new issue is announced for Belgian Congo 
and Ruanda-Urundi. The series at present in 
use, ex.cept for air stamps, will cease to be 
valid as from 31st August. 

OBITUARY. 

We regret to see recorded in the "Philatelic 
Magazine" the death of P. J. Maingay, who 
was in the best sense of the word, an inter
nationalist. A Dutchman, although long resi
dent in Belgium, he was for long Hon. Sec
retary of the Federation of Belgian Phila
telic Societies and later he became President 
of the International Federation of Philately, 
a body which aimed at world unity of phila

telic interests. 

I Society News 
~------··········- I 

O.F.~ ... \XI> IL\Sl"TOL.\.Xli J'IIILA'l'l<JI,lC ~()('IE'I'Y. 

President_, l\fr. J. n. Leyy; Hon. Secretary, J\lr. 
R. C. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
Fridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein. 

At 1lw May meeting, Ml'. ('.. A. Larsen waH in the 
<'!tail' aH tlw l.'resident, !llr. ,J. n. Lt'YY, was away 011 
a holiday tom·. Seyeral Yisitol's and g1wst:,; were 
preHeni who will probably join the SoriPty. 'l'hree 
IH'"- memberH were nuolle<l. 

.As the lll<'e1ing was mninly an informal one. 
philatelic <·hats and memories filled part of the 
(!\·ening. 

'1'he main attraction was a display by :\lr. Larsen 
of his collection of .Sonth-\\'<•st Africa, whieh must 
rank as one o~ the best in thi:,; eountry. '!'here we1·e 
nunwrous un<·atalogued an<! out·-of-the-way items. 
The postal history ancl dewloprnt•nt of South-\\'est 
Africa, from the first German stamps without over
print to the present oYerprinted Sonth Afriean war 
effort issue, was well present0d and artistically 
"Titten up. 

::\Ir. A. Lichtenstein is i he thi.rd member of the 
Society who, by request, ,vill give a philatelic lec
ture to the Eunice Girls' Higl~ School. l\Ir. Lichten
stein iutends to show the stamps of Lichtenstein. 

K.F. 

+++ 
l'HIL.ATELIC SOC! E'l'Y OF X.AT.AL. 

Pre8ident, P. C. Bishop; Hon. Sec., G. Milner 
Palmer, P.O. Box 588, Durban; Meeting8, 1st Wed
nesdays, Durban Publicity Bureau. "\Vest Street. 

'rhe second of our ad<litionHl mPPtings for "swap
ping and sodahility" \YaH hPl<l in the rooms of the 
Durban Camera Club on Avril Fi, and was well at
tend0d. 'l'he next "extrit" llll'Pting has been <'onvened 
for l\lay 20 at the :\Ien·hant X:1Yy Club, 17 Gardiner 
Stl'eet, whPre a spacious room is aYailnhl<'. 

I\Iay it be n"peated here that visitors from other 
cPntres are at all 1 ilnes WPlcome at our meetings. 

At our normal mf!t•ting for :\lay, held f)ll :\l;ty 6 
at the Durban Publicity Bureau, we proYisionally 
admitted five new member:;: fol' confirmation next 
month. An attractive display of St. Vincent. with 
notes thereo11, was given by :\lr. J. IL Simpson. :\Ir. 
II. H .. Hurst gan• us anotlwr of his welcome "'l'opi
<'al Talks" dealing· with 011tst:1rnling stamp nP,YS from 
all IJUartPl'H. 

+ + + 
NL\S.AI..u\.XI> S'l'.\:\11' CL'tTJ:. 

O.::\LP. 

!'1'f8ide11t, \Y. n. Farquhar. l'.0. HlantyrP; /1011. 
8ecreta.ry, L. J. I >a \'idson, P.O. Lim be. 

J<'ifteen 11\l'lllh('l'H wen• !)J'PH<'nt at thP .. \pl'il JII('('( ill.I.!" 
of 1 he Cluh, an1l a nP\\' m<'111bPr was p1·1•H<'ll t • 
. \linuteH of l\lareh meeting wp1•e l'<'ad a111l <·onfin111•d . 
. \ll seemed as PnthusiaHtic :ind k<'en as e\·p1·. Jn fa<·I 
for a small an<l isolalPd c0111munity tlw eluh <'all lw 
l'.onsidered as active as any in existencP. 

.Arrangements wPre ma<le for our nex1 mPeti11.:.:
whieh in<'luflps a special programme for the .Juniol's. 
as the sehool childrPn will he haek in the 1'rot<'('
torate for a sliort holiday. 

Speeial items of interest were presentPd IJy :\Ir. 
Booth, and as usual these W<'l'C both faseinatinc: and 
edifying. · 

l\lr. Jewell hl'ought to the att\'ntion of l'lub 11H'lll
lH'l'S the imp01·tall(:e of Hpe<'inlising in st:!Ji1p <'ollP1'1-
i1tg·. and 1he ,·ariouH ways in which n icpP<"ial <'Olll'<'
! ion can be ma<lP up. 

Ill'. I:ail'd IWYP a YPl',V intPI'f'Htin/!,' quii and 
anH\\'!:'l'S W('l'P fort hcomii1g slw rp and •1ukk. 

:\!embers speu t tlw rest of the e, en Ing in ex<'ha11g-e:,; 
and purchases: Yiewing- Oil!' another's new isHuPH 
:111d acquisitions, <'onunt-nts [lll(l advict~ giYen to many 
on points which they raised, or askPd about. 

Light refreshments were taken and the mPPting 
dosed at 7 p.m. 

L.J.D. 
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l'Rl•J'l'ORIA Pl lILA'L'ELIC SOCIE'l'Y. l 

President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, II. A. 
Wager. P.O. Box 514. Meetings, 1st and :3rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. ' 

l\lay 4: M1·. "'at,wn rea(l an art i<-lP from a st,unp 
m4gazine on Stamp Colle<:tions with a flanrnr. It 
advocated the inclusion of a sort of personal note 
into a collection by tl1e ust~ of many deYices, such 
as interspendng the collection with items :-inch as 
bisPcts, specimens, nnea 1 aloguP<l stamps, a fpw eovf'1•s 
nlld postal statioiwry, rPprin1s, J'org<>ries a)l(l Pn'n 
hv artistic illustration of the sheets. 

· In the writing-up competition. four (•0111pptitors 
<·ame forwar<I. The exhibits wne tablP<l :rnd the 
judges awa]'(led two priies, the 1st to ]h·. Hrnugltton 
for some. slwets of Hi. il<-'lena, :111<1 the :2nd to l\lr. 
de Boom for some sheets of Holland. 

l\fay 18: Mr. Hawke read an l'xtract dP:iling with 
stamps cancelled to onler. 

Mr. Basden read a paper on Combination Covers. 
For the enlightenment ot members he e-xplained that 
these were eovers used in the early days of vostage 
siamps for international correspondenee and whieh 
require(l stamps of the two countrips for prepay
ment. 1 f the stamps of the seeoml count 1·y were 
1mobtainablP, then the difference was paid hy the 
recipient on !lelive1·y as a sort of postage due. 'l1 his 
was, in fact, the origin of postage due stamvs. Now, 
of com•sp, the stamps of any com1try ean bp used 
to prepay postage to any other country. :\I 1·. Has
den deserilwd and tabl!'d a WOIHlPrful lot of sueh 
<"!l\'ers arnl hP ans,\'PI'Pd a · lot of <1uestions from 
mernl>Prs who were ve1·y upp1·e<:iative of his paper. 

H.A.W. 

+++ 
CAPI◄J TO\YX l'IIIL.\'l'ELIC 80CIE'l'Y. 

President, M. Rothkugel ; Hon. Sec. K. Cameron, 
!), Pineway, Pinelands, Cape. :Meeting8, 2nd and 4th 
'.l'hursdays, Medical House, 35, ,vale Street, Cape 
Town, at 8 p.m. 

25th April, 1042 : The exhibit of the evening was 
provided by l\Ir. O. Hanseil, who laid on the table 
his splendid and comprehensive collection of the 
stamps of Denmark. 'l'he display included many rar,1 
and interesting items, from the first issues ,vith 
various "town" cancellations to later pl'ovisionals 
and charity stamps. The whole was written up in 
the most attractive and artistic style. 8upplem<'nt
ing the exhibit, l\Ir. Hansen read an instrue1i,·e paper 
on the whole varied postal history of Denmark, from 
its beginning in the XV1 Ith Century to thP present 
day. Mr. K. Alexander expressed to him 1 he appre
ciation of the Society for the display. 

l\Ir. ,v. D. Vallance was appointPd Hon. Auditor 
for the current year in terms of the constitution of 
the Society. 

7th l\I:~y, 1942 : Au exhibit of unusual interest, 
not so much for the quantity of the stamps dis
played, but for the quality, was tablpd by l\lr. ,Y. 
L. Ashnwad, whose pre\'ious exhibits have always 
been looked upon ,vith great intPrest. On tllis occa
sion 1Vl1'. Ashmead showed his famous eolleciion of 
,vestern Australian stamps. The is1mes exhibited 
dated from as far bnck as 1854, and was hnrnght up 
to eurrent stamps of that country. l1'il'stly, he showed 

prints taken from the original die matle lly ::\Iessi·s. 
Perkins, J:aeon a]](l Co., or which very iew exist 
.it 1he J>I'Psent day. 'l'Iwse, a s<'t of five, were pre
SPntPd to i\lr. ,\sh111ead hy that well-known philateli8t, 
the late Mr. lHlhert 1\ lli8, a l'ast President of the 
Cape '!'own l'hilaielic ::;ocil'1y. Following these were 
proofa in black, also eolour trials of thei;e stamps. 
Owing to necessity for economy of space 111 this 
journal, it is possible to deal with only a few of 
t Ile specialised items that appeared in 1 his tru Iy 
rPmarlrnble exhibit. 1n this c<,nnection one mus1 
l'efer to a very fine pair of 1 d. J.laek use<l and the 
ls. pale Jn·o,Yn mint; also a J.cl. blue mint with 
watermarks sideways. 'J'h<~n in tile 18f>7 issu<>, 
several interesting copies of 1 he 2<1. arnl (id .. vah1P, 
lithographed by A. Hillman, the Government l'rintt>i· 
of that time were seen, and among these were two 
copies of the 2d. variety, p1·inted on both sides. 01 
the 1860-1861 issues, an item calling for special 
mention was the 2d. blue with PO in Postage miss
ing. '.!.'he 186-1-lSu/i issues were all complete in mint 
and USl~<l condition. 1872-1878 isrmes were also com
plete in mint and used condition with thP ex<'eption 
of the 4d. Carmine mint 1882-1890, complete in mint 
and used condition and several important :111(1 int<'r
esting varieties appearPd rPlnting to this period. 
while special mention might liE~ made of a block of 
four of the 2d. grey mint, 188!) issue. Among ihP 
1893 and 1895 issues were shown blocks of 12 used 
Hd., a block of 6 ( 1 d.) grPt'll ,iurcharge<l on 3d. Ci11-
namon, and also a bloek of l :i Jd. on 3d. Cinnamon: 
while a further interesting itf'm "·as the ½d. in rP!l 
and black on 3d. (block of (i in mint condition). 
The 1902-1911 issue, which was change!l from the 
well-known "Swan" to a ''Queen Victoria" issue, was 
represented up to the vlllue of £1, both in mint arnl 
used. Tn a very intere&ting commentary delivered 
on the stamps of that eountry, 1\Ir. Ashmead laicl 
stress on the fact that he considered it a pity that 
there had, at any time, been a change of the issue 
of the stamps from the "proverbial Swan," adding 
that he was glad to see the Government return to 
the original design by whieh the srnmps of this 
country had become wo·rld-famed. i\Ir. L. Simenhoff 
thanked the exhibitor for this outstanding display 
of not only rare but extremely beautiful stamps. 

Several new members were proposed and elected 
at this meeting,' and the meeting was very well sup
ported by attendance. 

The chairman referred to bereavements recently 
suffered by two members of the .Society, namely, 
:Messrs. A. IL Sydow and Alex Taylor, and the mem
bers present were asked to rise in their seats as an 
expression of sympathy. 

Congratulations were extended to l\Ir. FJ. C. Solo
mon on his election as Sea Point's representative 
in the Provincial C01111eil. Congratulations were also 
extend<-'d to l\Ir. L. Simenhoff on the recent award 
of the A.C.F. IMfid<·11c;r <1Peoration. 

'l'he usual aueti<'!l snlrs were held at both the 
above meetings an1l renlisell 1-':1 tisfaetory prfrPs. 

+++ E.CX 

Air Service to Angola Suspended.-It is an
nounced that the air service to and from An
gola via S.-W. Africa will cease operating as 
from 31st May. 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, .at over 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
m 1111111111111111111111111111111111u11111111111111111111111111111111uauau1111111111&111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111M.11111111111111111111a.a.a1111111111111111111111111111111[i! 
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War Slogan Postmarks.-Two new ones 

appeared in May. "Support th2 Re::l Cross/ 
Steun die Rooikruis" has been seen from 
Johannesburg, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, 
Bloemfontein and Durban. "Spandeer minder, 
Spaar meer/Spend less, Save more" from 
Pretoria, Johannesburg, Kimberley, Springs, 
Cape Town, Bloemfontein, Germiston, Benoni, 
and Pietermaritzburg. Thanks to several cor
respondents for notifying these. 

Commemorative Postmark.-The great fail' 
open in Johannesburg from 23rd May to 1st 
June, to raise funds for the Governor
General's War Fund had its own post office 
with a postmark of the rather crude typ2 not 
infrequently used for temporary office3, viz., 
a single circle mark with "Liberty Cavalcade/ 
Johannesburg" and the date in two lines 
across the centre. 

Army Postmarks.-APO-U-MPK marks 
now go up to No. 36. From Pretoria comes a 
special postmark, "Defence Headquarters/ 
Pretoria." Comparatively few letters from 
"up North" now show APO-U-MPK marks; 
most have the "Egypt/Postage Pr2paid" 
mark described in our December, 1941, and 
January, 1942, issues. To the numbers given 
in these may be added Nos. 6, 15, 21, 27, 42, 64, 
69 and 83. 

New ,Censor's Mark.-Mr. G. W. Hockey, of 
Cape Town, draws attention to a fairly re
cently introduced new type of censor's mark. 
This takes the form of a rubber stamp mark 
of the Union Coat of Arms with a letter 
underneath. It appears to be used mainly, if 
not exclusively, to tie the "Opened by Cen
sor" labels to envelopes. 

New "Bantam" Stamps.-Information has 
been received that although no definite date 
of their appearance can yet be given, upon 

Whole No. 208. 

exhaustion of the present stocks all new sup
plies will be of the reduced size. 

This looks looks as if the present War Ef
fort series would have a short life. Odd notes 
have appeared in some oversea papers about 
varieties, most of them admittedly of a rather 
minor order. Have any of our local specialists 
been making a study of these stamps? If not, 
they nad better get busy while supplies are 
still available. 

KENYA. 
The 30c. stamp, originally perf. 181, then 

perf. 141, is now 13~ x 14. 
The le. stamp has also been changed to perf. 

131 X 14. 
A well marked variety has appeared in the 

50c. stamp, somewhere in the first vertical 
row, the rope being missing where it passes 
over the sail. 

-Robertson Stamp Co. .. 
S.W.A. 

The overprinted M. vVar stamp is to be 
found on both the bright green and the blue 
green shades of this stamp. 

On the 2d. stamp the overprint, originally 
well up on the stamp, 1s now very low down. 

---------~---

MOZAMBIQUE COMP ANY. 
This Company's charter comes to an end on 

18th July, and on 19th its stamps will be re
placed by the stamps of Mozambique territory. 

--~~--$,-------

BELGIAN CONGO. 

The new issue, foreshadowed in our last 
issue, will have to be collected in pairs. Each 
stamp is bilingual, but the French and 
Flemish writing changes places in alternate 
stamps. The issuo has been printed in 
London. 

-Robertson Stamp Co. 
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The Postal Stationery of the Union of South Africa 
By SAM LEGATOR. 

(Concluded from page 66 of June issue). 

(5) REGISTERED ENVELOPES. 
All registered envelopes of the Union of 

South Africa issued to date, are supplied and 
printed by Thos. de La Rue and Co., Ltd., of 
London. 

The envelopes are Creamish White, and are 
all cloth lined. 
1913-

FIRST UNION ISSUE. 
Head of King Geo. V. in Circular embossed 

stamp on flap of Envelope. 
The Face value was 4d. being the regis

tration fee. The flap of the envelope folds to 
the opposite side to where the address is 
written. 

Additional space for the postage stamp, is 
provided on the address side. 

The inscription is as follows, in Englis1i 
and Dutch: 

REG IS TE RED LETTER. 
"This letter must be give.n to an officer of 

the Post Office to be registered, and a receipt 
obtained for it. 

GEREGlSTEERDE BRIEF. 

Om deze Brief te Regesteren, geve men 
hem aan een Postamptenaar, en ontvange een 
bewijs ervoor." 

The space for the additional stamp is in
scribed: 

"Postage Stamp 
Postzegel." 

The reverse side shows the imprint of the 
makers: 

"Thos. De La Rue & Co., Patent." 
R.1. 4d. Blue. Measures 133 x 84 MM. 

(Round Flap). 
R.2 4d. Blue. Measures 152 x 93 mm. 

(Round Flap). 
R.3. 4d. Blue. Measures 22G x 102 mm. 

(Round Flap). 

1918-
CHANGE OF DESIGN OF ENVELOPES. 

The value and embossed stamp as above. 
except that the flap folds to the fro,nt of the 
envelope. The additional space for the post
age stamp now provided for on the flap, and 
the inscription is not in Dutch. The inscrip
tion reads as follows: 

"The stamp to pay the postage must be 
placed here." 

The imprint is al~o changed. "Patent" is 
deleted, and is inscribed as follows: 

"Thos. de La Rue & Co., Ltd., London." 
R.4. 4d. Deep Blue. Measures 133 x 84 mm. 

( nonnd Flap). 

R.5. 4d. Deep Blue. Measures 152 x 93 mm. 

(Rou.nd Flap). 
VARIETY. 

R.5a. 4d. Deep Blue. Measures 152 x 93 mm. 
( Round Flap). Double Strike, similar to the 

well known Union M. double strike. 

R.6 4d. Deep Blue. Measures 226 x 102 mm. 
(Round Flap). 
1920-

NEW ISSUE. 
Similar to R-4 except that the flap is ellip

tical and no special place provided for addi
tional Postage stamp. 

R.7. 4d. Blue. Measures 133 x 84 (Elliptical 
Flap). 

1921-
Nr~W ISSUE. POSTAGE AND REGISTRA

TION FEE INCLUDED IN STAMP. 
The Stamp is emboss·ed, but changed to 

oval, and is not in the centre of the flap. 
Head of King Geo. V. The stamp is in
scribed: 

"Postage Hd. Registratie 4d. 
Postzegel Ud. Registration 4d. 

Flap folds to front of envelope. 
R.8. 5M. Deep Blue. Measures 133 x 84. 

(Elliptical Flap). 
R.9. 5M. Deep Blue. Measures 152 x 94. 

(Elliptical Flap). 
R.10. 5M. Deep Blue. Measures 226 x 102. 

(Elliptical Flap). 

1922-
NEW ISSUE. INCREASE IN POSTAGE 

RATES TO 2d. 
Similar in appearance to the above. 

R.11. 6d. Blue. Measures 133 x 84 mm. 
( Elliptical Flap). 

R.12. 6d. Blue. Measures 152 x 93 mm. 
(Elliptical Flap). 

R.13. 6d. Blue. Measures 226 x 102 mm. 
(Elliptical Flap). 

1926-
NEW ISSUE. CHANGE FROM DUTCHl TO 

AFRIKAANS. 
Head of King Geo. V. The layout is similar 

to R.4. Inscribed in English and Afrikaans. 
The space in the flap for the additional stamp 
is inscribed in English and Afrikaans, where
as that of R4. was inscribed in English only. 

The address side of the envelope is in
seribNl as follows: 
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REGISTERED LETTER. 
"This letter must be given to an officer of 

the Post Office to be registered and a receipt 
obtained for it. 

GEREGISTREERDE BRIEF. 
Hierdie Brief moet ter Registrasie oor

handig word aan 'n Posbeampte wat 'n 
kwitansie daarvoor moet gee." 

Space for the additional stamp is inscribed: 
"The stamp to pay the postage must be 

placed here. 
Die seel ter dekking van die posgeld n10'et 

hier geplak word." 
R.14. 4d. Blue. Measures 152 x 93 mm. 

(Round Flap). 
R.15. 4d. Blue. Measures 226 x 102 mm. 

(Round Flap). 

VARIETY. 
R.15a. 4d. Albino. Measures 226 x 102 mm. 

(Round Flap). 

1934-
CHANGE OF STAMP DESIGN. SUID

AFRIKA HYPHENATED. 
Native Kraal, not embos·sed. Stamp on 

flap. Flap ,now folds to back of envelope. 
Imprint: "Thos. de La Rue & Co., Ltd." 
To conform with bilinguism the envelopes 

are prjnted in two types. 
Type 1-English and Afrikaans. 
Type 2-Afrikaans and English. 
On the English first cover, the stamp has 

"South Africa Suid-Afrika," and on the Afri
kaans "Suid-Afrika South Africa." 

The address side of the envelope is in
scribed: 

REGISTERED LETTER. 
"This letter must be ha.nded in at a Post 

Office for Registration, and a receipt ob
tained therefor. 

GEREGISTREERDE BRIEF. 
Hierdie Brief moet vir Registrasie inge

lewer word by 'n Poskantoor. Sorg dat U 
daarvoor 'n kwitansie kry." 

And the space provided for the additional 
:postage is inscribed: 

"The stamp to pay the postage must be 
placed here. 

Die seel tot dekking van posgeld moet hier 
geplak word." 
ENGLISH first and AFRIKAANS as above. 

R.16. 4d. Blue. Envelope measures 152 x 93 
mm. (Pointed Flap). 

R.17. 4d. Blue. Envelope measures 226 x 15 
mm. (Pointed Flap). 

AFRIKAANS first and ENGLISH. Vice
versa to above. 

H.18. 4d. Blue. Envelop,e measures 152 x 93 
mm. (Pointed Flap). 

R.19. 4d. Blue. Envelope rner1sures 226 x 115 
mm. ( Pointed Flap). ,, 

l, 
il 
I 

STOCKTAKING 
OFFERS: 

( Secure these before prices increase 
still further) : 

8. Aden 1939 -Ja to Sas. cpl. m. .. .. 2/9 

6. Austria Nibelungen cpl. .. .. . . 3/6 

4. do. Dollfus & Mothers Day 2/6 

22. Bavaria 1914 Ludwig cpl. m . .. 6/6 

20. do. 1919 Volksstaat cpl. m . .. 4/6 

22. do. 1919 Freistaat cpl. m. 5/6 

17. do. 1920 Pict. cpl. u . .. 5/-

8. Belgium 1935 Astrid cpl. m . .. 6/6 

8. do. 1937 Princess cpl. m. 4/6 

17. Bosnia 1906 Landscapes cpl. m. 8/6 

7. Br. Guyana 1934, lc-24c cpl. m. 4/6 

10. Burma on India, ¼a to Sas cpl. m. 5/6 

17. Cameroons 1916 French 0cc. cpl. m. 8/6 

9. C2y!on K.G. V. 2c-30c cpl. 'ill • .. :l/6 

5. Egypt 1936 Agric. Exhibn. cpl. m. 4/6 

18. French Morocco 1933, lc-2frs m. 5/6 

20. Germany on Bavaria 1920 cpl. m. 3/6 

15. G.B. & Morocco, ILE.8. cpl. m . .. 2/6 

16. Italy 1937 ChiPd Welfare cpl. m. 12/6 

18. Liberia 1936 Provs. to 18c. cpl. m. 6/6 

6. Luxemburg 1936 Phil. Exhibn. cpl. m. 3/6 

10. Martinique 1933 "F'ruit Salad" ITI. 2/6 

11. Newfoundland Coronation cpl. m 9/6 

5. New Zealand, Ch. of Commerce m. 4/6 

9. North Borneo 1939, lc-15c Cl)!. m. 8/6 

3. Philippines 1935 "Temples" 6, 16, 50c 
m: .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 4/6 

s. do. 1936 "Commonwealth'' ·m .. 5/6 

D. Poland 1935 Pictorials, used .. 1/6 
16. Fortugal 1923 airmail cpl. m. 5/6 

31. do. 1924 Camoens cpl. m. 15/-

5. Rumania 1937 Sports m . .. .. 2/6 

8. Rus3ia 1938 Sports cpl. used .. 2/6 

7. St. Helena Centenary }d.-1/- m. 22/6 

10. St. Pierre and Miquelon 1932 Dog m. 2/6 

24. Spain, Pope and King Alfonso, to 
lp. m. .. .. . . .. .. . . 5/6 

18. Svain, Goya and La Maja Desneuda 
cpl. m. .. .. .. .. . . 5/6 

13. Spain, 1930 Columbus to lp. cpl. m. 3/6 

6. Sweden 1936 P.O. Centenary used .. 1/-
4. Zanzibar 1936 Jubilee cpl. m. 01' u. 2/6 

Nett, c.w.o. Post free. 

Approvals on request, against usual 
references. 

LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

\1 
\). 
(; 
1! 
); 

ii 
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VRYBURG ISSUES 
By STEPHEN G. RICH 

( Reprinted by permission from 
"Stamps.") 

[In this article, some of the statements 
made by Mr. Rich appeared to be matters of 
opinion rather than of definitely ascertained 
fact. It was therefore submitted to Mr. A. A. 
Jurgens for his opinions, and these will fol
low -next month. For convenience of ref er
ence, the paragraphs have been numbered, 
which thex were not in the original. Mr. 
Jurgens wishes to state that his main object 
in commenting iS' to point out that in his opin
ion the reasons given for condemning one 
of the cancellations as a fake or fraudulent 
one are not sufficient for certainty.Ed.] 

1.-Vryburg, Cape of Good Hope, was one 
of the towns taken by the Boers of the Trans
vaal in their advance into the Cape Colony in 
the early days of the Boer War of 1899 to 
1902 and was retaken by the British after the 
Boers had held it less than six months. Phil
atelically this story is reflected in two pro
visional overprinted issues and in a scarce 
usage of Transvaal stamps. Certain partS' of 
the story have been reported in stamp maga
zineS' and books; but the complete story as 
now known to me has never hitherto seen pub
lication, and indeed one or two items are only 
recently unearthed by me. 

2.-The correct pronunciation of the name 
is identical with that of Fryeburg, Maine. 

3.-Vryburg is situated in that part of the 
Cape that was the separate colony of British 
Bechuanaland until November, 1895. (It is 
not in Griqualand West, despite Poole's state
ment). This area lies directly west of the 
Transvaal; and indeed, Vryburg is only a 
short distance from the border. It is a small 
trading centre for a sheep-farming district, 
yet with less than 3,000 people it is one of 
the larger towns of Bechuanaland. The capi
tal of the republic of Stellaland was located 
here in the 1880's and after annexation as 
British Bechuanaland, the colonial capital 
was located here. At the time of the Boer 
War the town had less than 1,500 inhabitants. 

4.-The invading Boers occupied the town 
on or about Nov. 24, 1899, while Mafeking 
to the north and Kimberley to the south were 
besieged by them. From November 25, 1899, 
direct postal service between Vryburg and 
Schweizer Reinecke, the westernmost post 
office of the Transvaal at that period, was 
established, with mails each way twice a 
week. A· postal proclamation of the Transvaal, 
dated Nov. 29, 1899, and reprinted in full in 
Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal, April 30, 
1907, announces this service and also deals 
with the question of the stamps in u,se at 
Vryburg. · 

5.-When the Boers occupied Vyrburg, they 
broug-ht no stamps of their own with them 
and found Cape stamps in the post office. 
They overprinted the ~d-, Jd. and 2M. stamps 

Genuine 
(Actual size 22}mm. <liameter) 

The ''1895 Type" 
(Actual size 22½mm. <liameter) 

for their same values, and converted 6d. 
stamps into 2d. ones by overprinting. The 
overprint is a typeset job, in 10-point or 
Bourgeois Scotch Roman type, all in capitals. 
To avoid trouble of resetting, the overprint 
reads "Pence" even for the ~d. and ld. values. 

6.-The normal spacing is 10 2/3 mm. from 
the top to bottom of entire overprint or 5 1/3 
mm. between lines. At least one subject was 

' 

DCl7 
99 

Fake. 
(Actual Ri?.e i2tmm. diameter) 
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,C.G.H. Mark as Used by St. Quintin 
(Actual size 24mm. diameter) 

set up with a vertical overall measurement of 
12 2/3 mm. and thus 7 1/3 mm. between lines. 
The 2d. on 6d. was set up with this spacing 
on all subjects. The top line is the value in 
numerals with the word "Pence" and the 
lower line Z.A.R. standing for South African 
Republic in Dutch. 

7.-Dirty and broken letters as well as irre
gularities in presswork are characteristic of 
this hurried issue. T~aces of a double imprint 
of part of the overprints, ranging from just 
the figure M. on the ~d. stamp to almost the 
entire top line on the 2§d., are found. As they 
are due to the gummed stamps jumping and 
striking the form as the pressure was' released 
in the press, their significance is small. 

8.-A hitherto unrecorded variety is the 
ld. with broken capital I in place of figure 
1. This is1 in .a used block of four in my col
lection: the I is not perfect but broken so 
that it resembles a reversed figure 1. This 
may well explain its having been in the/ figure 
1 box in the typesetter's case and hence its 
use. The I for 1 is reported in Tamsen's 
article of 1902 but not as broken. 

9.-Tamsen reports an Italic Z on all values, 
stating that he has1 it on the ~d. and ld. 
I have not yet seen this variety,, but my own 
belief is that it is probably a damaged letter 
instead. 

10.-Such 'writers as Poole, Phillips, et al. 
have stressed the extent to which forgeries 
of these overprints were made and insist that 
"experts" can identify them readily. The well 
informed men of that day are nearly all gone 
now, and their lore has not been passed on, 
since the waning of interest in Boer War 
stamps after 1908 or 1910 has removed occa
sion for new collectors to secure the informa
tion. 

11.-The earliest full chronicle and illustra
tion of the Boer overprints at Vryburg is in 
Stanley Gibbons Monthly Journal of' June, 
1900, on page 263. Curiously enough, the il
lustration is of counterfeits of all four values 
together on piece, with the fradulent or fake 
cancellation. 

12.-On these counterfeits, which really ap
pear to have been quite deceptive to everyone, 
certain characteristics show up: 

lid.: The 2 of !i is definitely narrow with 
the ball at tip of curve not overhanging the 
foot of the figure; the N shows a noticeable 
slant in the left-hand vertical stroke. 

ld.: Final E of "Pence" is oversize or raised 
and heavy part of tail of R is not curved on 
either edge. 

2d. on Gd.: Numeral 2 has slanting serif in
stead of straight one ( usually faint in the 
genuine) at right end of tail. 

2M.: First E of "Pence" is small; 2 of ½ 
is not as easily recognised as on the M. but 
haS' the same feature. 

13.-These characterisations are taken from 
the illustrations in Gibbons' chronicle. 

14.-The cancellation is a pretty close imi
tation of that actually used, the Vryburg town 
mark. This, struck right on the stamp, is 
the only cancellation known: and the counter
feiter made a very close imitation. However, 
~1e gave his handiwork away by varying the 
space between letters-R and Y are only 3 
mm. apart on the genuine and 4 mm. here; 
there is one dot at bottom instead of three 
as in the genuine, and in making up the date 
he used closed figure 9's instead of the open 
figures, not alike, used in the date in the 
genuine. A break in the circle, found constant 
in the genuine in this, period but filled up 
with ink later, is omitted. The letters are thin 
and large and are set further from the circle 
than in the genuine. The counterfeiter evident
ly imitated the mark without B.B. at bottom, 
used at Vryburg in 1892, even to the single 
dot at bottom, but used a round dot instead 
of the square one of the genuine. 

15.-The cancellation is dated DC 17 99-a 
date obviously wrong, since the stamps had 
been retired before this. The abbreviation 
"DC" for December is not found on Gape or 
Bechuanaland postmarks; the month is regu
larly after the day on them. 

16.---I have one copy of the 2~d., which is 
beyond all question a forged overprint and 
cancellation. In the effort to copy the poor 
press work and the worn type of the genuine, 
the forger did a very clever job of imitation, 
but apparently made an electrotype or stero
type in which distortions of some letters oc
curred. His Scotch Roman 10-point capitals 
were from a different type-founder's design 
and he left out one "one point lead" in his 
set-up, bringing the two lines exactly 5 mm. 
apart. 

17.-Again the false cancellation with date 
DC 17 99 appears, struck in this case as with 
the previous ones so that the whole date care
fully just gets onto the stamp. 

18.-What clinches the false nature of this 
specimen is the colour of the stamp. The 21d. 
Seated Figure stamp of the Cape comes in a 
number of shades or tints of ultramarine. 
From my old dated-shades collection of Cape 
of Good Hope, I have been able to identify the 
years of use of the various ultramarines. 
The counterfeit is on ?. dark shade which I 
have not been able to get with a postmark 
showing a year date earlier than 1902, or later 
than 1897: one that was clearly used for 
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the first or second and the last printings of 
this stamp only. 

19.-Tamsen in his 1902 article is our 
authority for the statement that the only 
genuine cancellation dates are Nov. 24 to Nov. 
29, 1899, inclusive. Nov. 27 and 28 are the 
only on'es I have seen: and the month, ab
breviated, always precedes the day in these. 

20.-On uncancelled copies, the determina
tion of genuineness is at times by no means 
easy. On cancelled copies, especially if a fair 
portion of the postmark is visible, no diffi
culty exists. Tnis is due to the counterfeit 
postmark. 

21.-The proclamation of Nov. 29th ordered 
the discontinuance of the use of the over
printed stamps and their replacement by the 
regular Transvaal stamps. It remains only to 
quote the statement of this proclamation that 
of the overprinted items the following 
amounts were printed: 

id.: £5 worth 
ld.: £10 worth 
2d.: £12 worth 

21d.: £5 worth 
22.-The regular Transvaal stamps used in 

Vryburg are exceedingly scarce. In five years 
of search I have been able to locate exactly 
one each of the M., ld. and 21d. values; and 
no others are yet known to me. 

23.-The dates of use are Feb. 24, 1900, for 
the M. which is on piece and the 21d. which 
is off paper; and March 13, 1900, for the ld. 
which is also on piece. 

24.-The postmark evidence shows that 
these specimens are genuine. The regular Vry
burg mark with the three dots at the bot
tom .and the 3 mm. between R and Y appears. 

25.-This might be an appropriate place 
to mention that the three dots are a relic of 
the letters "B.B.," meaning British Bechuana
land, which were at the bottom of the mark 
when it went into service about 1892, and 
which were evidently chipped out by the 
Boers. From my Bechuanaland collection I 
report this mark in use in 1892, 1893, and 
1895. No doubt it will be found on Cape 
stamps from 1895 to 1899, but so far I have 
not located it. 

26.-The counterfeit cancellation in imita
tion of this seems to have been dated uni
formly "DC 17 99." 

27.-Vryburg was recaptured by the Brit
ish during the march to the relief of Mafe
king in May, 1900. Transvaal stamps of the 
ld. and ½d. values were found in the post 
office and overprinted with "V.R. SPECIAL 
POST" in a handstamp. Poole is authority for 
our stating that only 200 copies of the ½d. 
and 60 of the ld. were overprinted. Only these 
two are known used. -

28.-The catalogues, list the 2d. and 2f:!d. 
stamps in this issue also, but I can find no 
record of anyone having or having seen them 
in recent years. Absence of price for them in 
both Gibbons and Scott must make us suspect 
them of having been philatelic favours. 

29.-The British overprints on the Trans
vaal stamps are definitely very scarce. No 
report of their having been counterfeited has 
been located: but as Scott's illustration of the 
overprint is far from even approaching the 
size and style of letters, we wonder whether 
it was synthesized from a description or 
whether a counterfeit was seen. 

30.-The postmark here used is the new one 
introduced in 1895, known to me from April 
and November, 1895, use on Bechuanaland 
material 'which I have, and apparently used 
alternately with the older style from then on
wards. It is characterised by a dot each side 
of "B.B." Poole shows this same mark in his 
illustration of the stamp, with the same date, 
May 16, moo, as on my copy. We may there
fore conclude that this was the date of re
occupation. In both his illustration and my 
copy the year is given as "19," which seems 
to have been an accepted usage for 1900 on 
Gape postmarks. Various abbreviations other 
than 00, 01, 02, etc., which are the normal 
ones, are used for the years from 1900 on, in 
Cape postmarks. . . 

31.-A further ~ortion of the Vryburg story 
was unknown until A. A. Jurgens published 
it in the "South African Philatelist" for June, 
1~)40. On the occasion of the British reoccu
pa_t~on, Cliffo!d St. Quintin was appointed 
Military Magistrate. On taking over the gov
ernment offices he found a few Cape stamps 
of ~d. and ld. values and a cancellation read
~ng "Vryburg, ~.G.H.," apparently not yet put 
rnto use, but without any dating slugs to in
sat. He_ initialled these stamps CSQ in 
manuscnpt, and they were used with this new 
::!,1 mm. · canceller on mail, dateless. 

32.-The stamps were the M. Seated 
Figure and the ~d. and ld. Standing Figure 
types. 

33.-Mr. St. Quintin also was responsible 
for t~e ove~·printing of the Transvaal Stamps 
ment10ned Just before these, according to his 
letter as quoted by Mr. Jurgens; and it is thus 
that we know positively this was a hand
stamped job. 

34.-The "Vryburg B.B." canceller with 
narrow letters and a dot each side of "B.B.", 
introduced in 1895 and the last of the 22½ mm. 
circle marks of this office, was not continued 
in use as far as any material thus far seen 
indicates, after the use on May 16, 1900. 

35.-The 24 mm. "Vryburg, C.G.H." can
celler was in regular use in 1901 and appar
ently was the only one in use1 from then on
wards. It remained in use, both under Cape 
administration to 1910 and under the Union 
of South Africa administration till at least 
1913. It ·was replaced in or before 1915 by a 
larger double circle type reading "S. Africa" 
at bottom. I have the old one in 1913 and the 
new one in 1915 on Union of South Africa ld. 
stamps. 

36.-Not perhaps strictly germane to the 
subject, but worthy of passing mention along 
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with Vryburg, iS' the occurrence of faked over
prints purporting to have been used at the 
Bechuanaland towns of Kuruman and War
renti:m, both fairly close to Vryburg. The 
Warrenton fake, whose false nature was early 
established, is reported in Stanley Gibbons 
Monthly Journal along with the Vryburg 
stamp, and is illustrated. In three lines, Z A R 
ld. 1900, is printed on the Cape ld. standing 
figure stamp in 14-point Bodoni Bold -type. 
This in on a stamp showing a Warrenton can
cellation on piece, and is carefully placed so 
as not to overlap any lines of the cancella
tion. The Kuruman fakes, with overprint 
"Kuruman Beseiged" in two lines of capitals, 
with year date 1900-1 and a, change of value, 
were mentioned by Poole in his 1901 book on 
South African Provisional War Stamps. Their 
status as false soon became obvious, especi
ally as the maker produced fancy varieties 
and even included revenues with a changed 
form of the date. 

37.-The truth iS' that these two are exact
ly on a par with the hoax "Llewellyn Be
fooled" in. the close imitation of the type of 
the "Maf eking Besieged," overprinted on the 
same British Bechuanaland stamps, which 
crops up every now and then in old collec
tiois and accumulations. Like the Llewellyns, 
they have no standing beyond having spoiled 
perfectly good specimenS' of the stamp3 used. 

( Comments by Mr. A. A. Jurgens to follow 
next month.-Ed.) 
(£111c111,11111111111llllllllllllllllllllllllllllltllltlllllllltltlllltlllltlll11111111111111(!] 

~=== B. & I<.~==~ 
The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 

: 86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. . 
G"j,1111111111111111111111111111u1111111111111111111111111t111111111111111111111••1111111111@ 

f-l_:_1 ··········~·~~-~ii~'~;:~it;~;······••ffi 
(Twopence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selectio;s 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

- Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted bv 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch, Belgian, Danish, Por
tuguese; all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

Exchange.-British, Reunion, Madagas
car, Indochina, against Free France. 

Henry Gatty, Clarendon Hotel, Lutman 
Street, Port Elizabeth. 

-----------
Rhodesia. - Higher values and rarer 

stamps of all types wanted for cash. 
A1so got 50 British Somaliland 3 
rupees mint, rare issue for sale 12/
each. 

Thiele, 455 West Street, Durban. 

If interested in Union large or small 
Mint Blocks, Postage, Dues, Officials, 
write to: 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nlystroom. 
(:] 1111~111111111111111111r1111111111111111111111111111111t1u1111111111111111i11111,1111111l.:J 

E], 1111111 u 1111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r11ru1111,1u111111111111111111111111111111 • 1 ••••111111111111,1111 1 111,111111•11111111111111 ............. ,,,11111111111111111111:E) 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 
AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
c•n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARD IAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 W esthill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
G .,1111111 • 111 ,., 11 , ............... uu•111111111111111u111111111111u1u1u.111111111u11111 .... • .... •111111111111111111111111111111111111111Pu1111111111111;1111l.l•1t1t1111111111111111111111111111[i 
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''R_UST'' 
A WARNING. 

By E. F. HURT, B.P.A., Etc. 

I have read with considerable interest Mr. 
Gagel's article in the "South African Phila
telist" for March, 1942, on the subject of 
"rust" or "foxing," which is such a menace 
to the collector, not only of stamps but also 
of books, prints, engravings, and so on. While 
of course the trouble is more prevalent in 
tropical countries, it is by no means confined 
there. In fact, being .a fungoid + bacterial 
infection, it is liable to crop up wherever con
ditions of temperature and certain degrees 
of moisture are beneficent to the causes of 
the "disease." In England it is particularly 
found in rooms of houses which are not re
gularly occupied where, by changes of climate, 
a certain degree of moisture (not necessarily 
dampness in the full sense of the word) exists, 
coupled with a freedom from low temperature. 

I fully agree not only with Mr. Gagel's 
remarks in respect of the "disease" itself but 
also with his suggestions for avoiding it and, 
to a large extent at least, with the use of 
Chloramine T or similar chlorine derivatives. 
The solution most favoured by restorers of 
books and prints is Liquor Sodae Chloratae, 
made up to a strength of one part chemical 
to ten parts of water. Unfortunately the 
method of soaking applied to prints cannot 
always be used with stamps and the follow
ing are the exceptions: ( 1) Colours that will 
not stand ·water, and this particularly applies 
to certain pinks and greens, even in the early 
issues; (2) chalk surfaced stamps; (3) mint 
stamps. 

Those who are used to handling stamps 
know almost by instinct what stamps will not 
stand water and while these will certainly 
not stand a bleaching agent there are also a 
few colours that may stand reasonable soak
ing in pure water but which will still be 
affected by a bleach. Chalk surfaced stamps 
of course must be left alone. 

In the case of mint stamps I do not recom
mend the removal of the gum. At least I am 
certainly dead .against it if it is intended 
afterwards to replace the gum, as Mr. Gagel 
suggests, as this comes within the category 
of "faking," as the stamp no longer has 
original gum, though it is true that with 
some early issues, where the gum ar.abic was 
laid on heavily, it is possible to remove this, 
with moderate moisture, as a kind of "jam," 
and to replace this original gum with a brush 
as was done in the first instance. On the 
other hand I have found that with mint 
stamps it is usually possible to treat the 
stamps for foxing without interfering with 
the gum. The method in this case is to place 
the gum side of the stamp on a bed of talcum 
powder, to which damp gum will not adhere, 

and to treat only the face of the stamp with 
the b1each by means of a camel hair brush 
on the actual spots affected. Here it may be 
said that talcum powder is a most useful 
article in hot climates, since if mint stamps 
are mounted on unsurfaced album leaves 'well 
dusted with the powder the mint copies will 
not stick down in a moist atmosphere. In fact 
I have always used this method when sending 
stamps to the tropics and, even in countries 
such as Burma in the wet season, I have 
never had any trouble with sticking. The pow
der does' not harm the stamp and can be 
blown or dusted off the face or back at any 
time. 

It should be remembered that it is never 
advisable to continue the application of a 
bleach until all the stain has disappeared as, 
on drying out, if 25 per cent. of the foxing 
was left, this will disappear. This particularly 
applies where treatment is confined to the 
foxed spot only. Complete removal of the fox
ing in the 'wet state will result in additional 
bleaching of the paper when dry and so show 
"over white" spots. Also in the case of many 
of the early and classic issues the paper is 
naturally "off white" and too long treatment 
by the bleach will cause an unnatural white
ness of the paper. 

There is one final warning I should like to 
add and that is in regard to the use of a 
bleach on the early hand-made papers. Most 
of these papers contained gelatine as a means 
of holding the fibres together. The bleach 
destroys this gelatine and makes the paper 
very porous and soft. In fact a bleached hand
made paper is almost like blotting paper 
and moisture will be absorbed in the same way 
as in the latter. Apart from "foxing," it be
came a habit a few years ago on the Continent 
to soak all the early used classics in a very 
weak solction of "Milton" or liquor sodae 
chloratae ( of which basis "Milton" consists). 
The idea of this treatment was to remove any 
accumulated dirt and make the design stand 
out clearer. This object 'was attained, but too 
long a soaking or too strong .a solution brought 
about an unlooked for result-it removed the 
gelatine and made a much softer and thicker 
paper. In some cases this "thick" paper was 
quite unnatural and good stamps were spoilt. 
In other cases it actually made a stamp of 
one issue into a copy apparently of another 
issue, as for example where the thin paper 
varieties of the first two types of Belgium 
were treated to bleach and became the thick 
paper varieties-thick that is to say in mea
surement but .actually far too porous for the 
original paper. 

Actually if by accident this does arise a 
remedy can be found if the stamp is after
wards soaked in a solution of gelatine, dried 
and ironed. The gelatine in solution will be 
taken up by the paper .and the ironing final
ly recompresses the texture to its original 
thickness. Any ironing of damp stamps-al
ways advisable after soaking in water or 
bleach ( and bleach should always be followed 
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by a thorough wash in running water)-in 
order to remove "curl," must be done with 
blotting paper under the stamp and between 
the iron and the stamp, otherwise a gloss will 
be attained and, in the case of engraved 
stamps, the "bite" of the plate will be re
moved and a smooth, unnaturual surf ace re
sult. 

I hope Mr. Gagel will forgive these further 
comments and that they will be of use to many 
philatelists. 

O.F.S. 
In the May number of Gibbons Stamp 

monthly "Seacombe" raises the interesting 
question whether or not Messrs. De La Rue 
were entirely responsible for the production 
of the O.F.S. stamps. He admits he may be 
following a will-o'-the-wisp, but wishes_ to have 
the opinion of students of O.F.S. on the ques
tion of production--if such people really exist! 

[Now you O.F.S. specialists---here is a 
challenge to you.-Ed.] 

He is a doubting Thomas because it is to 
him unthinkable that De La Rue would delib
erately (or so it seems) have introduced point
less varieties of lettering in the words of 
value, as follows: 

In the first three values ( 1868) the 1/
has the "S" of shilling a capital letter, the ld. 
value has the "p" of penny in lower case, type, 
and the 6d. value has a defective "p" (lower 
case) in pence which persisted from the Gd. 
of 1868 to that of the 6d. blue of 1900. 

In 1878 the 4d. and 5s. values have a capital 
"P" or "S" but the 4d. is uniciue in the pence 
series in having no stop after pence. 

In 1883-4 three new values .appeared, the l:d. 
with a lower case "p", but the 2d. and 3d. 
values with a capital "P". 

BRITISH EMPIRE CHANGES. 
Ceylon is to have a new 5c, orange and 

olive green, in the design of the K.G. V 20c. 
Gibraltar. The ld., 3d., ls. and 2s. denomi

nations are now perf. 13 all round. 
India. A new 3a. violet. 
Newfoundland. A variety of the 5c. "Gren

fell" stamps has been noted imperf. vertically 
on left. 

Papua. The provisional surcharges fore
shadowed have not been issued. 

Solomon Islands. 10s. magenta and sage-
green. r 

Somaliland Protectorate. fhe new issue ap-
peared in full on 25th April. 

Stamps of all countries bought and sold. 
Collectors duplicates wanted. 

R.OSBORNE 
Stamp Dealer, 

58 LOVEDAY STREET, JOHANNESBURG. 

P.O. Box 6il0. 'Phone 3:3-3\JSH. 

ROBSON LOWE PUBLICATIONS. 
From this house we have recently received 

beautifully illustrated brochures describing a 
number of collections offered for sale by pri
vate treaty. 

Outstanding amongst these are the Snowden 
collection of Britannia type Trinidads; others 
are the late T. W. Hall's collection of Zanzi
bar, a collection of Russian proofs formed for 
Czar Nicholas II, and collections of Barbados, 
Austrian Italy, New Zealand, Tasmania and 
Transvaal. 

"A Review-1940-41" describes the various 
activities of the organisation, outright sales, 
private treaty sales, and auctions with a list 
of outstanding prices received in the period 
under review for stamp~ and postal history 
items sold at specialized auction sales. 

MADAGASCAR. 
The island has recently been front page 

news, and its stamps have had a bit of a 
run in the overseas press. Amongst other 
things, it is pointed out how illogical it is 
that the stamp.;; of the Norwegian Missionary 
Society are so consistrntly overlooked in the 
catalogues, while those of the British Consular 
mail and inland mail are listed in full. 

Actually the N orweg-ian Mission stamps 
were used over a longer period and over a 
much wider area and the service was so useful 
that the French allowed it to operate for some 
time after they took over the island. 

U.S.S.R 
In Stamps of 25th April, readers who take 

an interest in the stamps of the U.8.S.R. will 
find a long and most informative article by 
Mr. J. W. Lowey. It is entitled "A Philatelic 
Review of Events and Personalities of th2 
U.S.S.R." The article is an exceptional article 
of the educational possibilities of stamp col
lecting for, more than almost any other 
country, the stamps of Russia reflect her his
tory and philosophy. 

The stamps themselves are graphic, beauti
ful and artistic; there are interesting back
grounds to many of the commemoratives and 
in the article a number of them ar2 sketched 
in. 

The latest issue (30 kop., carmine) depicts 
a Red Army soldier leaving for the front, his 
mother standing beside him, urging him to 
"Be a hero." These words (in Russian, of 
course) appear at the foot of the stamp. 
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ETHIOPIA. 
Mr. A. Lichtenstein reports arrival of the 

new permanent stamps, issued on 23rd March, 
and submits specimens for examination. 

The issue consists of three values, 4, 10, 
20 centimes - corres
ponding to ld., 2}d., and 
Gd. sterling respectively. 
This means a unit of 100 
centimes equals 1 Thaler 
equals 2s. ld. The 
stamps .are printed in 
sheets of 72, i.e., 9 across 
by 8 down, and dividing 
arrows are placed be
tween the 3rd and 4th, 
and 6th and 7th 'Vertical, 
and th:; 4th anrl Sth 
horizontal rows (giving 
6 small panes of 12 
[3 x 4]. To judge 
by the size and shape 
of the arrows, the 

stamps have been printed, by the offset pro
cess, by the Security Press, N asik, India. Three 
operations seem to have been employed in 
printing, viz., ( 1) centre head plate in black, 
(2) frame plate in colour, (3) value printed 
in afterwards type set. The "frame" for this 
type was set up in three vertical rows by 
eight horizontal, which is repeated three times 
(in all) to complete the sheet. 

One major variety occurs in this type set 
printing of the value, viz., in the 3rd, 6th .and 
9th stamp of horizontal row 3 of each value 
in the upper line (the Amharic equivalent of 
centimes) the lower dot after the centre char
acter is missing. There is also a minor 
variety on stamps 3, 6, 9 of row 7, consisting 
of the top loop of the first "e" of Centimes 
being open. 

CEYLON. 
The "Emco Monthly Journal" describes the 

forgeries of the Ceylon provisional 3c on 20c. 
as distinguishable by the overprint being dull 
instead of shiny, letters rather rough, and 
overall measurement 151 mm. instead of 15 
mm. 

Jubilees, Mint, complete 
(in Jubilee Album) 

Coronation F.D.C. complete 
(in Album) 

Nigeria ICG. V. Mint, com
plete 

Gold Coast K.G. V., Used, 
complete 

Ceylon K.G. VI., Mint, com
plete . . . . . . . . . . . . 

BENONI STAMP 

£32 11 

£7 7 

£4 4 

£0 11 

£1 5 

SHOP 
Box 485 - BENONI. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

A KENYA FREAK. 
There recently appeared in the Nairobi 

Sunday Post the following note under the 
h.3.ading "Something Unique in Stamps": 

"We have been shown what are probably the 
two most outstanding freak stamps in exist
ence. They are the top left hand corner: fifth 
and sixth stamp on sheet 11603 on which the 
word "Kenya" has been omitted from the 
uppernoted stamp, and the denomination 
value from the lower stamp in place of which 
is the distinctive Grown ·water mark.'' 

Our friend, Mr. J. H. C. Godfrey, who is 
at present on service in Kenya, took the 
trouble to trace the owner of these wonderful 
stamps and saw them. The stamps are the 
current K.G. VI lOc. 

The explanation was merely that a stray 
piece of paper had become lodged near the 
edge of the sheet in printing. On removal of 
the scrap of paper (which had stamp printing 
on it) white spaces ·were left in the stamps 
proper and on the lower one the watermark 
shone through very clearly. 

If rumour gets around of rare Kenya errors, 
you will know what they are, although _such 
freaks in Messrs. De La Rue and Co.'s print
ings are very unusual. 

Special Offer -
1. Union of South Africa Hl25 Airmail 

set Complete, l<l., 3<l., 6d., 9d. Mint or 
Use<l. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Price 18/6 

2. 1923 issue, ditto, 4d. and 1/-. . . Price 4/6 

3. Malta, ILG. VI. Mint ;;et to 1/- (old 
colours) ¼d., 1d., l<l., 11<l., 2d., 2~d., 
3d., 41d., 6d. and 1/-. . . . . . . Price 8/6 

4. Egypt Cotton CongTess Commemorative-
Mint comvlete set. . . . . . . . . Price 2/-

5. British Honduras, K.G. VI. le to 25c 
Mint. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Price 5/6 

6. British Guiana K.G. VI. le to 24c Mint. 
Price 5/-

7. Barbados K.G. VI. Mint, 1d. to 1/-. 
Price 3/9 

8. Australia 150th Anniversary of New 
South Wales, 3 different Mint. Price 2/-

W ANT'ED TO BUY. 

For s11ot Cash. Collections, Lots .and 
Accumulations of any size or description. 

Offers solicited. 

"Linn's Weekly Stamp Ne,vs" has gone tab-
loid in form as from the 26th March i.ssue, 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

July, H>42. THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. 83 

Society News 

NYASAL.\.ND STA::\11' CLUB. 
President, ,v. D. J<'arquhar. P.O. Blantyre; II on. 

Secretary, L. J. Davidson, P.O. Limhe. 

On the 11th of ::\Iay seventeen members of the 
Nyasaland Stamp Club, along with a group of 
Junior collectors met at ilw 'J'olmeco Auction }'loon,, 
Lirnbe, for their usual mouth Ty meeting. 

A varied and interesting prngrnmme had been 
arranged, and all ,vho a ttern1e(l fd t well repai<l for 
their effort. 

,ve were glad to have the Juniors with us, and 
1\Iiss Taylor had ably prepared a programme and 
items of interest for them. 

A stamp quiz was given by :\Ir. Jewell in the 
form of riddles. "'e never realizt>d before that there 
was anyi similarity between a man who has a stamp 
collection of the world and a Christmas dinner, 
hut so there is, for it's incomplete without Turkey. 
'.\lr. Davidson was the winner of the quiz. 

At first some were pessimistic as to the endm·
ing· qualities of these stamp meetings, but the club 
continues to grow, and each successive meetiuµ; 
sce1m; to increase the interest n ud ardour of thos<i 
attending. Anyone interestc--d in ::ny phase of stamp 
collf'cting is always welro111P, tirnl your aRsistnnt(\ 
and inteL·est would be rnueh nppreeiated hy other 
cl11h rnemllerR. :\fe0ting:-; nr<• hE.]<l the 8PCOJH1 ::\fonday 
of each month at (3 li.lll. :it tlw 'l'oh:1<·eo Aueiion 
l•'loors, Limlw. L . .T.l l. 

+++ 

1'0 [t'I' l•JL 11/,, \ lUJ'I' 11 I' 111 I,,\ 'I' J,; LI C K< >(' I E'l'Y. 

l'J"csident, G. K. l 1'01·lH':'l; llo11. Nee., C. "'· KhPf
fi!'ld, P.O. J:ox 88; Jllef'fill[!,S", :!rnl :11Hl -Ith 'l'11Psd:1y:-:, 
8 p.n1., J'nl>lic Lihm.ry. 

~L'he annnal ge1wral llH'<'1ilig of 1he l'oi·t l~li;,rnheth 
Phila1 elic ~ociety wa.8 held i11 1 he Library Buildings 
on Tuesday evening, :Wth ultimo, when tlH're was " 
l:irg<\ nmutier of members presPnt. The minutes of 
the· last meeting, the president's addresR, the secre
tary's report and the report of the exchange super-
1ntendent having been read and dealt with, the 
meeting proceeded with the election of officers for 
the ensuing year. The following were elected: Presi
dent, l\ir. G. K. Forbes; Yice-presidentR, ::\les~rs .• r. 
:\'IcGregor and 'J'. Nicholson; hon. sec_. and treaR., 
::\Ir. Chas. \V. Sheffield; exchange superintendent, l\lr. 
A. S. Campbell; librarian arnl curator of the Society 
('Ollcetion, ::\lr. J. ::\lcGregor; hon. auditor, ::\lr. ,T. 
McMillan; press eo1Te8po1Hh'nt, l\fr. "'· IL J:,,ning-
1011. 

'l'he S<!Cr<~tary and 1reasurer ~:tated 111 his report· 
1hat the average attendan<'e was VPry good, 1lw 
mf'mherRhip had increaRf'd dul"ing the year, and 111P 
finan<'ial position of the 8o<'iet.r was ve1-.r fair; the 
latter the members presunwd to he yery good in Yif'w 
of the fact that he e,·en supJ><irted a motion in 
<·omH'Ction with a donation h<'ing made. 

'J'he exchange superintendent said that the turn
over in stamps had increased on the prPYious :rear 
and refleeted a very satisfactory position. 

'l'he Koeiety had Rent m-er ltalf1 a million stamp,; 
1o the Lord Mayor of London nmi Yarious other 
sociP1 ieR to he disposed of in ai<l of war f1rnd8. 

'l'lw JHl'Si<lent ,velcomed )Jr. A. 8. Campbell, om· 
exeha ug-e superintendent, back after an absence of 
over six months, and thanked :\fr. ::\feGrPgor for Ho 
nbly t'al'l'ying on (lurin_g hi,; absence. 

'l'lw mpeting· decided to lii>ld an auction sale in 
~eptPmhPI', and the matlt'r w:rs lPft in the hall(lS 
or a (•ommit tee wliieh was apJ1<1intPd. \\'.H.1:. 

l'IIILNl'BLIC SO<'llD'l'Y 01!' N.\.'l'AL. 
l'J"ei;i(lent, P. C. Bishop: lfon. Sec., Ct Milner 

l'almer, P.O. Box 588, Dnr!mn; 3lecUngs, :Merchant 
Navy Club, 17 Gardiner Street, 1st and 3rd "'ed
nesdayR, 8 p.lll. 

.. \t ou1· .Tune meeting, ltPl<l on .Tune 31·d at the 
l'ublicity I:ureau, fiye 1ww members were enrolled: 
:11iss 1D. }I. Hobimwn :t nd ~lesRrs. "'· R. McCall, 
\V. N. l\lll(lie, l!'. K Oliver, nnd B. G. \Yalker. Two 
new applications were 1rnl<'<l. 

'l'he meeting of over 40 lll('lllbers and visitors dis
cussed the prnposal of the L'.nion postal authorities 
to reduce all om· cmT•'H1 st:1mpf: to half-size as a 
means of saving paper. '.!'o this strong objections 
were voiced on 1l1e grounds that ( 1) the saving of 
paper pt'r million stamps would lie trifling, (2) the 
reduction of the standa nl-Rize values would produce 
tiny Rtamps n•ry <liffienlt to handle, (3) the move 
might lie open to a RnPpiciou that it was not •,a 
!Jona fide plan to save paper, but a scheme to 
create new ,-arieties for eolleetors. 

A motion protesti11g ·:,g-ainst the movement was 
moved, seconded, and supported, but in view of the 
probability that the smaller stamps were already in 
preparation, the motion was withdrawn and the 
matter allowed to drop. 

i\Ir. V. B. Crockett gave an (~xtensive display of 
C.S.A. stamps from 1870 to the present time, and as 
a prelude to this the president gave a general nd
dress on .American issues. l\lr. Burst, in voicing a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Bi,;hop foe his paper and Mr. 
Crockett for his diRplay, recalled his own visit to 
:!'\ew York, and spoke of the eutlnrniasm for ihPir 
own s1amps of tlw ,\nwrican collectors. 

Nc1() .illcetinr1 l'lacc . . ,\8 a r0snlt of staging :111 
extra nwP1 ing of the 8ot°i('t y at the room,; of ilH• 
l\lP1.'<'hant Navy Clnh, 17 nardinPL· .81reet, it w:rn 
re.-;olvPll 1o hold all lllPPting·s of tlw ~ociety there 
in t lw fut urc. l\Ieeting,; will i IH'refore take pla(•e 
the1·e lH'ncPforth on tlw first n1Hl third "'ednesdays 
of <~a<'h month. "'ill :ill philatelist:-; in other centres 
plPase 1ake a <'ar<'l"lll not<' of th<· 1ww vem1P, for all 
,t1·p W(•lc·oJIH' at 0111· lllPPti11_!.!;S wht0 n visiting 1>urha11. 

ft.M.P. 

+ + + 
('.\ 1 'l•J 'I'< 1\Y:\ l 'JI I l,.\'l'I•:LI < ~ K(H 'I l<J'l'Y. 

l'rf'si!lc11t, K ... \lexnrn!Pr; /1011. 8C<'., K. Cameron, 
!l. l'i ne\"\;ay, l'indands. C111w; J/ r1 tinr,.~. 2nd all(l 4th 
'l'lim'R(lays, i\kdienl 11011,-P, ;\:;, \\',ti(\ Nfre<'t·, ('apt! 
'l'ow11, :11: 8 p.m. 

'l'lw :11111ual ge1wral mP1•1i11g: nf the Society was 
lwld on 1h<' 28th l\fay. 

'l'lw prPsidPut, .:\fr. l\L Hothlrng,•l was in the cha~r. 
Owing to the extremely inclernPnt weather prevail

ing. the attendance was not as large as could have 
been expected under mon, f:Jyourable conditions. 

'!'he chairman submitted the annual report .and 
financial statement. 

The financial statement Rhowed the Society to 
be in a sound position financially, and the report 
that there was a considerable increase of member
ship, the total number, at present, being 115, classi
fiPd as follows: Active nwmbers, 94; country mem
bers, 1-1; junior members, 2 ; members on acti\·e 
8('1'ViC(,, G. 

It was decided to ,\Ti1P off snhseri1itionsi of mern
lwrs on adive servieP during their absence. 

'l'he report ref<:'1-re(l to 1 lw excell1.,nt attendance:; 
at meetings aild to the high order of the displayR 
provided. Thanks were aeconled for the valued 
8,'1-vices rendered by i\J<'s;;1s. K. Alexander and \Y. 
L. Ashnwad who had acit'1l throughout the year as 
auerionPPrs for the sales of RtampR at the meetings 
of the Society, while 8illlila r mention was also nuule 
of Mr. L. Simenhoff's able handling of the exchange 
section. SixtePn packets, eomprising 1~1 hooks 
Yalned at about £H88, had lwen circulated, and tile 
sal<'S amounted to £2-17 ochl. 

Ntamps donate<l for sale for war. funds re~ulted 
in £2!l odtl being handed over to vanous war funds. 

'.l'ile meeting then pro1'.PNlP<l ro the election of 
office-benrers for the ensuing :rear. 'l'he following 
w0r0 duly Plected: Presi<lt•11t, K. Alexamler; vice
prPsident, \V., D. Vallanee; hon. secretary and trf'as
nn,r. K. Cameron; hon. exchange superintcn~ent, ,v .. T. II. Grf'gory: committN'. .r. A. Pearson, ~,. O,· 
l'lumhrillg-0, ::\l. ItothkugPI, L. Simenhoff, h. C. 
~olomou. 
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'l'l'ilmte was paid nt thi8 mi1Ni11g to the retiring 
prei-i<leut for his nufailiu;.:- .conrt«'sy a;Hl ll~P iactful 
and pleai:,iug mamH•t· in which h<• h,u! Jll'PSHle<l (lY<'I' 
t lw mePting:,; of this Sodety d1tri11g 1 It<• past 1 wo 
,·ears of his presi<h-11<·.v. 
· .11th ,June. 1!H:!. ,\11 <'YPHing or 1111usual i11tp1·<•:<t 
w:is Jll'OYide<l IJy tlw <·oll:1horntio11. of 111~•111hers of lh<' 
:\'umismatie ::-iociety ht collahorn 1011 w11h our me111-
hers for a joint <li:-play of coins a 1111 :,;ta111ps. 'J'li«' 
rr•i-;nlt JHo,·ed beyond all pxpeeta 1io11s. for th<' ex
hibit:,; we1·e not 011lr extrPlll<'ly Yaluabl<' ones, hut 
exceptionally interesting aml Yarit•tl, and the ".talks'' 
proYitle<l by tlw exhibitors "·"re 1110:,;t i11:,;trudn-P ax 
,,·pll aH interPHtiug-. 

Amongst the exhibits hy lllPIIIIH'l'S of tlw Sumis
rnatic Society calling fo1· i,;Jweial mention were those 
of .i\lajor .T: L. Knol.wl O·L\. Coin) . .i\lessrs. F. ,l. 
Wagener (Afri<'aua LitPrature), aml U . .T. El~ (S.,\. 
Hibbons and Ua<lgP8·-military nnd other), wl11IP )Ir. 
K. s\\Pxa11<lPr, wh«i is :1l80 a memlH•r of that SociPty. 
prnYided an interesting diRplay of war medals ,111<1 
P111hle111H. 

Amongst the di:-;play of :-;tan!P~ p1·0,·id('d for. thP 
<•,·ening, the most Yaluable exlub1tPd wPre p1·0YHh-'d 
by Mr: A. Jurgens who had selected items of pal'· 
tknlar interest from his outstanding arnl Yaluahl<' 
t~ollection of Cape 'rria ngula rs and postal history 
of the Cape- of Good Hope. OthE>r itPrns of inten•:,;t 
were those of .i\Ir. Himenh<>ff (stamps based on 1.lw 
<!<>signs of coins) . .i\lr. "'· L . .\;;hmPa<l (stamps of 
lcPland), and a further H<'li>etion hy 11r. 0. Hansen. 

KC.S. 

+++ 
'l'IlB l'HIL,\TELIC SOCIETY OF ,JOIL\:\"XESIH'IW. 

l'l'C8ident_, T>r. ,T. H. Haney l'iriP: Ho11 . .'-!eueta,·y, 
L. Huchen. Box J!Hi7 . .Tolrnnne:-;ln11·g: .llceti11.a8, :!11(1 
•ruPS<lay:;.:, Sanlam Building:,:, Lm·e<lay St1'PPt, .Tohau-
1w8burg, 8 p.111. 

The June mePtinl.!' was tlw annual 111Peti11l.!', a•HI 
the report:,: of tlw · n1riouH offkial:- WPI'<' rp;1d :rnd 
:ulopted. Although a large 11u111lwr of 111p111hp1·:,; ,11•p 
011 nctivP sen·ice; th<• SodPtY is flouri:,;hinl.!', and wa:,; 
:ihlP to donatP f1•pply to tl1P Yarious wa1: fu]](ls. 

'J'he exchangP 11Ppartnwnt :-:howed a gTPat in1·n•asp 
iu sales, and was PXePptioually well pat1·011i8ed. 

It was dPcided 1o donate 1 lw Sol'i<'ty's stan1p 1·0l
lection of Southern Afrka to thP Afrieana Library. 
who undertook to display it and impro,·e 011 it. and 
Jlr. Pirie was PIPcted as tl1<' hon. <'lll'ator. 'l'lw 1ww 
committPe appoi11tf•1l for Hl4:!- HH:{ a r<' as follow~ : 

1'1•e:;.:idPnt. Ur. ,J. H. 11arn•y l'iriP; YicP-presi<l1•111. 
!·'. J. Lang; SP<T<'ta1·;v. L. Hudwn: treasur<'r. :\I. 
.1Pl'k8: exchangP :-;uperi111P1Hl<>nt, J. Hemasius: pub
licity officPr, 1)1•. ,\lpc• K:iplnn: mwtionePr. 11. RPS<', 

c1111tmitte<', I. !:-;a:11•:,;, F. lrndrnm, "·· HP1lfonl. E. C. 
:--prightou, and I >1·. F. 11 ossack. 

. \.TC 

+++ 
l'HETOHL\ l'IllI,Xn~LlC socrn'J'Y. 

J>re8icle11t, A. I◄:. I:a:-:dPn: Ho11 • .'-/e('ret1fl)f, 11. .\. 
\Yager, 1'.0. Box ii14: .l!Petinf/N, 1st and 31·<1 .i\lon
days, 8 p.m .. 'l'Pehnie:11 C'ollegP. 

.Tun<' :!ud.-:\I1·. Ilnwkp rP;;d f<o111P i11tp1•psti11g phil:i-
tPlic; Pxtracts. · 

:\11·. Carleton .Joni's fir:-;t g:i,·<' a Y<'ry intPre:-tiI1.!! 
ac·eotmt of thP histon· of XPwfoundla]](l from tl11• 
time of its dis<UiYer;v iJy Cahot in 14!)7. It soon lw
<·111he thP centr<' of :, largP fishin.l.!' in<ln:-:try for 
1warly tlw wholP worl<l. and !wing thP 11<':tl'<'St lmHl 
to Ei1ropP it h;l(l n grPa1 fut1.11•p lwfon• it for :l<'rial 
SPITiees. :\Ir. ,Jones' Pxhibit of old Xewfouudlarnl 
:-;tamps wa:,: of outstanding nwrit :111<1 was PagPrly 
<'Xllliliued by enthusiastie memher:-:. Tlw 1n<•-stamp 
1·m·Pr8 werp espeei;illy of inten•:-;t dating· hack as fnr 
as 178:J. )lany proofs nnd !'olou1· trial:,; were .iJ1-
dnded in th<' pxhihit. aH wPII as :-;onH' :-:npE•rb !Jloeks 
of four of these early stamps. 'l'hP ,Yriting up of 
tlw collPctiou wa:;.: perhaps 011P of its greatest delights. 

Jmw liith.-1>1·. Broug·hton g,l\·p au iuterpsting 
account of his cal'Pe1· as a philarelist. or ratlwr as 
a :,:tamp collector. the1•p ht>ing a 1·011sid<>rable 11if
ference between tlu• two. lfe dex1·1·ilw<1 snmP of his 
Parli<>Rt <>xperiPnees :ind pointed ont hmY he hat1 
bePn led to spel'ialize in St. HPle11:1 and frPlall(J. 
Home of his 0,nly r<>eollecti011s w<>1·p, full of interpi,;t, 
:rnd he showPd !\ow hi:-: 1·oli<'('tio11:-: had also h<'lfwtl 

him, financially. Tlw paper also drew out remi
nise<'IH'<'S from .i\lr. Yan ~\lllefel<lt and .i\lr. Basden. 

1)1·. Broughton tahlPd a fine lot of rni:,;<·Pllaneou:-; 
Kht'P1K. IL\."·· 

+++ 
1,;,\S'l' IL\:\'I> l'll!L,\'L'ELH' ~Ot'll·:TY. 

l'r<'Nident, .i\ln;, \YoodH; JJ011. Su·,·etary, K :\'. Higg-, 
10::1 KPmxtou AYennP, I:enoni: .lle<'fi11f/8, 0rd TlH.'8· 
days, 8 p.111 .. Hotel Hl'g<•nt, Beucni. 

Our ,Jun<> monthly mee1 ing wax Yery ,n•ll attt•11<ll'd. 
The IIPWS of tlw month ,Yas g-iYPn h,\· )Ir. Sukl.iP. 
A c·oml)<'tition for the e,·ening was arnrnged by 

:\lr. Lydall in tlw for111 of a numlwr of questions 
<lealiug with stamps, e.g,, the• rlifforeut Hed:,;, Blue 
and Brown which arP <'atalogued, thPn yarivn:-: 
paperH and printings of s1nrnps, and their different 
perforations. 'l'hiR corn pet itiou was ,·ery h1teresting, 
and wa:;.: won by .i\lr. Hio<l:m with ~H points out of 
a possihl1• :}8 points. 

The exhibit:,; of the eY<'niug wPr<' p1·oddl•d hy .i\ll's. 
Woods, who exhibited Cl1ina: ,\Ir. Recklinl.!', first 
flight l'0Ye1·s of Houth-\\'e:;.:t Africa with a· yariPty 
of th<> stamps and oY<~l'Jll'ints tlwn in nsP: finally 
:\Ir. Rigg proYided two 81111111 str.lightfonvanl collee-
tious of Canada and CPylon. E.::X.R. 

+++ 
O.F.S. AXI> IL\SCTOL.\Xll l'HlL.\.TELlC ~O('IETY. 

President_, Mr. J. B. Leyy; Hon. Secretary, l\Ir. 
R. C. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
Fridays, Ornnje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein. 

'l'IH' .J 1111<' 1110eting ,vas YPry w<>ll a tten<le<l. Oup 
Ill'\\' llll'lllber W:18 eurollPd. 

During topical <liscu:;.:sions it was lm,ught fonvarcl 
that there will probably lw no i:;.:suP of t·uion stamps 
in "baby size" as :1nnonn<'(•d in tlw hi,\' pre:;.:s, but 
nwr<>IY a reduction in :-;ize of tlw broad nwdium 
YaluPH to eonfonn ,vith that of the 1d. stamp, as ha" 
alrP:Hly lH~•n don" in th<' 1·asP of thP ordinary l!d. 
stamp. 

J\f1·. ,\. LichtPnstein 1'PJH1l'tt>d in hu111oro11s n1:1u1wr 
how a l'l!IIIO\ll' about C11ion Htamp8 OYPl'Ill'int<'d 
":\ladaga:,;ea r'' turned on t to hP a hoax is:;.:ue of a 
prnetical joker. A111oug thP many itPms of interest, 
tabl<'d by :\Ir. LkhtPnst<'in .. l.!'Pnui1wly U8P<1 reYPuue 
:-:tamps of StPllalaml on original pieeP;; aroused 
:-vedal atten1ion. as tlH•_v g:tn• c,myincing proof thnt 
all <loubts ahout Stellnhn<l authorilie" and issues 
arp unjuHtifiPd. 

In 111P 1·our:-:e of a Hta 111p a net ion. seYe1·aJ covers 
of sentinwnta I nllue, dona t<><l in a id of tlw Governor
(;p1wrn l':;.: Fund. found ready buyerR. The <'(ffers WPl'<' 
addressPtl to a S.A.A.l•'. Pilot and bor<> eachets to 
the pffret that they w<>re 1·eturued as thP addressee 
ltatl he011 kill<>d in action . 

,\ srwl'ialisPd eollection of Xewfouudlan<l \YHR (:'X· 

l:ibitP<l b~· :\Ir. .J. B. L<·Yy. ~\lthou_gh thP Parly 
issuPs sho,\·pd 80lll!' gaps, 1110:,;t of tlw latPr iRsneH 
WPrP shown complete. 'L'\l(' <'OIHlition of the material 
wnR flawlesi,; throughout. 'l'lw piece dP reNtNf.anee was 
a "I>oX" flight eo,·er. 

QnitP au PXeit<>meut was <·au~:fal hv a Hhort talk of 
::\Ir. ItolJPl'tHon (of the "Frie,Hl" • e<litol'ial Htaff) 
\Yho ;-ep01•tpd Home seusati(lnnl fads concH·ning thP 
Pa rly F1·Pt' State posta J histol'J' "·hieh a I'•' unknown 
~·<'t. It is hoywd that l\lr. Holwrtson will puhlish his 
fill(lings in thP ,'./011th .\f1fra11 f'llilate/ist. 

K.F. 

U.S.A. OVERSEAS BASES. 
The Stamp Magu,zine of April reprints an 

article by George C. Hahn from Stamps of 
January listing and illustrating the various 
1)ostal and censor marks of American bases 
in Iceland, Newfoundland and various West 
Indian ports. 

A P.O. regulation of 10th April has forbid
den all "philatelic cancelling'' at Army post 
offices. Apparently the genuine work of these 
offices has been seriously hampered by col
lectors sending large batches of covers to 
receive their special cancellations. 
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- Union Notes -
l.11,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111rn1,11111111,; 

The following information about printings 
of Union stamps for the period 11th April to 
7th July, 1942, has been received from the 
Controller of Propaganda, P.O. Publicity De
partment: 

ORDINARY POSTAGE STAMPS. 
§d.-Job No. 13909. A total of 396,500 

sheets have ,now been delivered on this order, 
commenced on 29-4-41. 

Hd.-Job No. 16782. A total of 410,770 
sheets have now been delivered on this order, 
commenced on 24-6-41. 

3d.-[This note was omitted from the list 
published in our June issue.] Job No. 8698. 
:W,700 sheets of 120 delivered between 5-2-42 
and 12-2-42. Cylinders 55 int. and 30 ext. as 
before. 

WAR POSTAGE STAMPS. 
M.-Job No. 1277. A total of 344,900 sheets 

of 240 have now been delivered on this order, 
commenced o,n 6-11-41. 

ld.-J ob No. 1278. A total of 312,200 sheets 
of 240 have now been delivered on this order, 
eommenced on 30-9-41. 

Hd.-Job No. 127~). A total 0f :351,100 sheetR 
of 240 have now been delivered on this order, 
commenced on 23-12-41. 

4d.-Job No. 10,0H6. 17,400 sheets of 120 
delivered ~)-6-42 to 11-6-42. Cylinder No. :37 
as before. 

( NEW SERIES). 
Hd.-Job No. 1614. 32,500 sheets of 240 

delivered on 7-7-42. Cylinder No. 7019, new. 
This order is for 200,000 sheets. 

ROLL STAMPS. 
id.-Job No. 5972. The totals for the order 

on which delivery started on 10-2-42 are now 
1,189 sheets x 240, 1,931 rolls x 500 and 636 
rolls x 1,000. CyliJ1ders as before, 7020 int. 
and 5 ext. 

lcl.-J ob No. 7659. Total deliveries on this 
order, commenced on 11-3-41, are now 4,853 
sheets x 240, 1,231 rolls x 500 and 3 400 rolls 
x 1,000. Cylinders as before, 23 int. and 24 
ext. 

BOOKLETS. 
Job No. 12906. On this order, start·ed on 

21-5-41, deliveries of booklets containing ½d., 
~d. and Hd. stamps now total 198,000 book
lets and 25,500 sheets x 180 at ld. Cylinders 
for the three demominatio,ns as given in our 
June issue, p.61. 

POSTAGE DUE STAMPS. 
3d.-J ob No. Cl0084. 8,400 sheets of 60 de

livered 9-6-42. Cylinders 6935 int. and 39 ext., 
as before. 

SOUTH WEST AFRICA OVERPRINTED 
WAR STAMPS. 

During the period covered, the following 
quantities were supplied from the P.M.G.'s 
stocks and overprinted S.W.A. on a flat bed 
printing machine from old formes: 

id., 5,000 sheets; ld., 5,000 sheets; Hd., 
6,000 sheets; 2d., 3d., 4d., 6d. and ls., 1,000 
sheets each. 

POSTAL STATIONERY. 
ACTIVE SERVICE LETTER CARDS. 

Job No. 8085 (now worked with Job No. 
10080, a,n order for a further 5,000,000). First 
delivery was made on 12-3-42; a total of 
4,346,640 cards have now been delivered of 
the full order of 10 million. Cylinders as 
before. 

PICTORIAL POST CARDS. 
Job No. 647.-A total of 1,625,760 cards 

have now been deliver•ed on this order, com
menced on 27-11-41. 

"BANTAM" STAMPS. 
It will be noted from the above list that a 

start has been made with the delivery of the 
new series of stamps, i.e., the ''bantam" or 
reduced size stamps. In this connection, the 
following .note has been received from the 
P.O. Publicity Department: 
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"The Postmaster-General in amplification of 
the notification which has already appeared in 
the press regarding the intention of the Union 
Post Office to reduce the size of postage 
stamps as and when stocks of the existing 
stamps become exhaust·ed, announces that the 
first stamp to be reduced in size will be the 
Hd. in the War Series, and this it is anti
cipated will be on sale shortly. 

"There will be no 'first day' issues, but the 
reduced size stamps will be placed on sale 
at individual post offices as soon as supplies 
of the existing stamps become exhauted at 
such offices. 

The new Hd. war stamp is somewhat simi
lar in design to the previous one, as the por
trait of Capt. Bob Kershaw, D.S.O., by Capt. 
Neville Lewis is retained. The omission of 
the Fighter Aeroplane has been necessary . in 
order to reduce the size of the stamp w1th 
a view to conserving pa per. This measure 
has meant a simplification of detail and, al
though emphasis has been placed as much as 
possible on the lettering and the value of the 
stamp, it has made it impossible for more than 
one main decorative motif to be incorporated 
in the design. In spite of its size, the new 
stamp achieves a pleasing aspect equivalent 
to the existing one. The colour is red-brown. 

"The new stamps are also printed alter
nately in the English and the Afrikaans 
languages." 

The actual size of the new stamps is not 
stat·ed, hut we gather from information given 
in a note in: the public press that it is some
thing more like two-thirds than one-half of 
the standard size. It will be interesting to see 
how the watermarks fit in. 

REVENUE STAMPS. 
CoUectors of revenues will be interested to 

learn that a shortage of the 2s. 6d. denomina
tion has been met by issuing "Native 'fax11 

stamps of that denominatio,n overprinted 
''Revenue" or "Inkomste." 

+++ 
POSTAL CENTENARY. 

The Philatelic Magazfoe records four meter 
marks celebrating the postal centenary: One 
from London, used by Harris Publications, 
Ltd., the owners of that magazine; one from 
Bournemouth, used by Robson Lowe; on2 from 
Washington, D.C., used by the Washington 
Philatelic Society, and one from Toronto, used 
by the Canadian Philatelic Society. 

(Stamps, obliterations, etc., commemorating 
the centenary were listed in our March issue.) 

01111111u111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[~ 

-

S' WANTS 
FFERS 

( Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted bY 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch, Belgian, Danish, Por
tuguese; .all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

If interested in Union large or small 
Mint Blocks, Postage, Dues, Officials, 
write to: 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nlystroom. 

Wanted.-Mint Free French and used 
high values of George VI for cash 
or exchange against any British 
Colonials, send offers and want lists to 

S. Kaganson, 440 Albert Road, Salt -
River. 

Stamps of all countries bought, sold and 
exchanged. Approvals sent on request. 

Sidney Harris, 67 Ninth A venue, May
fair, Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Natal (before 1874); Trans
vaal ( First Republic and Boer War 
"locals"); Griqualand West. 

Rev. Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannes
burg. 

-
rn ......................................................................................... ~ 

Rare Airmail Covers. Fine Selection of 
Airmail stamps. Open for inspection at 

R. OSBORNE, 
Stamp Dealer, 

58, L,oveday Street Johannesburg. 
P.O. Box 6710. Phone 33-3989. 

ANGOLA. 
Mr. A. Lichtenstein reports two recent pro

visionals, 35c. on 85c. red and 50c. on El.40 
blue, reaper type. 
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COLLECTION OF 
COMMEMORATIVE HUGUENOT 

COVERS 

With reference to two articles which ap
peared in the September and October issues 
of The South African Philatelist last year, 
1941, which dealt with the collection of Com
memorative Huguenot Covers collected by 
Miss Louie Boshoff, of Observatory, C.P., we 
now have much pleasure in announcing that 
the collection has been housed in the Huguenot 
Museum at Paarl. 

The old parsonage at Paarl was purchased 
by the Paarl Municipality some years ago and 
converted into a museum, and a picture of this 
old parsonage appears on the halfpenny 
denomination ,of the Commemorative Huguenot 
stamps which were on sale from 17th July 
till 15 November, 1939. What more fitting 
habitation could have been found for this 
collection of Commemorative Huguenot 
covers? 

In May, 1941, Miss Boshoff received an in
vitation to hold a private exhibition of her 
covers in the presence of the late Hon. F. S. 
Malan, who was the Chairman of the Central 
Huguenot Committee which organised the 
commemorations in 1939. Other members of 
the committee were also present at this exhi
bition, as well as the chairman and secretary 
of the Paarl Museum Committee. The upshot 
of this exhibition was that these gentlemen 
decided to purchase the collection from Miss 
Boshoff on behalf of the Paarl Municipality. 

A magnificent glass case was then made, 
and the collection is displayed in it. The glass 
case stands on a pedestal and looks like a 
monument on a small scale. 

The collector presented an album to the 
Museum containing carbon copies of all the 
letters which she wrote in connection with 
this collection, and the replies she received on 
her letters. Her correspondence was conducted 
in four languages, Afrikaans, French, Eng
lish and Hollands. In years to come this album 
of correspondence in itself will constitute an 
interesting study of history, apart from the 
covers which portray more than 400 years of 
continuous history from 1517 up to the present 
day. As long as the collector lives she will 
continue to take an interest in this collection, 
and will add information by means of little 
typed cards in the glass case and so keep up 
the continuity. All correspondence she might 
still receive will be inserted in the album from 
time to time. 

Mr. H. J. de Wet, a philatelist of Cape 
Town, and designer of the special Huguenot 
Commemorative Covers used on the first day 
of issue on 17th July, 1939, and on the 18th 

September, 1939, when the Paarl Huguenot 
Museum was opened, and also designer of the 
post office date-stamp which was used on 18th 
September, 1939, is bringing this collection of 
covers to the notice of the Huguenot Society 
of the United States of America. Mr. de Wet 
himself has been honoured by this said society 
on account of his covers and date-stamp. 

Mr. A. A. Reynolds, a philatelist of Johan
nesburg, has written to Mr. A. Lancelot 
Sharpe, M.A., of London, a prominent student 
of the stamps of South Africa and of its postal 
history, asking him to bring this collection 
to the notice of the Royal Philatelic Society of 
London. Dr. E. C. Pie1;aar, ·a professor at the 
University of Stellenbosch, is bringing the col
lection to the notice of the South African 
Academy of Language, Art and Science. Two 
years ago Die Burger, a Cape Town Afri
kaans daily, described this collection .as a 
work of art which it is, in more than one • 
sense. It is a work of art to portray more 
than 400 years of history by means of stamps 
and postmarks on the stamps, and in SOUTH 
AFRICAN history to give members of oppos
ing parties each one of whom has contributed 
to the history of his country in his own way, 
the credit which is due to him, without medling 
with politics herself. In this the collector has 
succeeded. It may also be a matter of interest 
to know that the collection has been insured 
for £300, and that the collector, acting on the 
opinions of interested people, has decided to 
write a book on the collection. 

1HIS MONTHS 

SPECIAL OFFER 
KENYA surcharged on Union, 4 pairs cpl. mint 

mint at 5/G. Blocks pro rata. 

O.F.S. 
I am breaking up a specialised collection, and 
shall be glad to forward selection to interested 
collectors. Strong in nnmPral, etc., cancella
tions, also many unlist0d errors and varieties, 

"Specimen," ete., etc. 

UNION. 

Another specialised collection now being broken 
up. Many out-of-the-·way items such as proofs, 
biserts, double prints, Voortrekker autographs, 
Pigeongrams, etc., etc. Avai.lable for inspection. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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VRYBURG ISSUES 
( STEPHEN G. RICH-S.A. Phil., p. 76) 

COMMENTS BY A. A. JURGENS. 

In Par. 5 Mr. Rich says "The Boers brought 
no stamps, etc., etc." This is wrong. The Re
publican forces who occupied towns in the 
Colony during the early part of the Boer War 
not only carried supplies of stamps of their 
respective Republics, but they also had mem
bers of the postal department accompanying 
them. 

The reason why the Boers used Cape stamps 
during their early occupation of Vryburg was 
because these stamps were found in the post 
office and overprinting the stamps of the 
enemy with the initials of the Republic Z.A.R. 
was natu:rally more effective in showing and 
proclaiming their victory. Who knows it may 
also have been done in retaliation for what 
the British did to the stamps of the Republic 
when they were overprinted V.R. Transvaal, 
in 1877? The same overprint Z.A.R. would 
most probably have been made on Natal 
stamps during the Boer occupation of towns 
in Natal had any stamps been found by them. 

Par. 7. The double impression referred to 
here can be found on Half-Penny and One 
Penny stamps as well, the cause of this is as 
Mr. Rich has explained. 

Par. 9. Mr. Tamsen is perfectly in order in 
stating that the italic Z appears in all values. 
The "Z" in this case is definitely italic and 
not a damaged letter. In this connection I 
can supply some information but I am not at 
liberty to disclose the name of the lucky 
purchaser, a well-known South African phil
atelist, who will in all probability be supply
ing the world with some valuable information 
in connection with these overprinted stamps. 

Quite recently a quantity of mint Vryburg 
stamps were purchased in Cape Town, and 
they are perfectly genuine in every respect. 
These will consist, when put together, of a 
mint pane of each of the four values, ½d., ld., 
2d., and 2½d. 

'fhe orig-inal owner unfortunately divided 
these panes into blocks of variouS' size. They 
contain all the varieties including the Italic 7, 
once only on each of the four values. The 2d. 
on 6d. with the Italic Z in this case is believed 
to be the only known mint specimen in exist
ence. 

Pars. 11 and 12. Now that complete panes 
of these stamps in all values are known, I have 
no doubt that the owner will, v,rhen time 
permits, give us such information as is now 
lacking. 

Par. 14. I am not disputing Mr. Rich's con
tention that this date stamp is a fake but 
the reasons given do not appear to me to be 
sufficient definitely to declare it such. Mr. 
Rich no doubt has good reason for making 
this statement and not having the date stamp 

~nder discuss1011 before me, J am merely stat
ing my reasons for saying that the defects 
mentioned ~ould easily be found on a pe1·- • 
f ectly genume postmark. 

There is sufficient evidence to prove that 
~ore than one date stamp of simi]ar type was 
m use at Vryburg at the same time, and 
whi!st I do 7:10t claim this as correct, it may 
be Just possible that the one differed from 
the other by the measurements between the 
"R" and "Y" of Vryburg. There is also suf
ficient evidence to prove that genuine date 
stamps were used to deface faked surcharged 
stamps, both during the time that Vryburg 
was the capital of British Bechuanaland and 
also after the country was annexed to the 
Cape Colony. 

Mr. Rich mentions three dots at the bottom 
of the date-stamp. There was never such a 
date-stamp is~ued for use in the Cape Colony 
or even used m Bechuanaland at that period. 
I do not really understand Mr. Rich's allusion 
to three dots. The reproduced drawing in the 
Journal . HStamps" shows the genuine post
mark with one dot and two dashes to riO'ht 
and left. 

0 

. Mr. Rich is quite correct in what he says 
m paragraph 25 about the Boers chipping out 
the letters "B.B." but it is rather misleading 
to refer to them as dots when the reproduction 
showg, them as dashes. Such a postmark as il
lustrated by Mr. Rich ( dot and dash to lE:ft 
and right) does exist and was caused by the 
removal of the "B.B." at the bottom. The two 
dashes being remains of the "B's" and the dot 
being the original stop between the two B's. 

It is possible to find a block of 4 Vryburg 
stamps showing 4 impressions of this date 
stamp with perhaps one or two showing the 
1ot only and not the dashes. (In fact I have 
Just such a block of both the ?id. and ld. in 
my collection.) 

It was evidently necessary for a hard blow 
to be struck with the date stamp to produce 
the remains of the B's in the form of dashes 
these being probably below the level of th~ 
dot. 

The date stamp with the B.B. at the bottom 
is of the 1895 issue and we know that the 
Boers removed the B.B. but when the British 
re-occupied Vryburg the date stamp used on 
the overprinted Transvaal was of the same 
type so that this definitely proves that two 
must have been in use. 

In the same par. 14 Mr. Rich mentions the 
closed "9". This cannot be taken as conclusive 
proof of faking. 

It is a well-known fact that post office sup
plies were supplied to the Republican Gov
ernments through the Cape Town post office. 
All the date stamps as used in the Cape 
Colony were manufactured in England, and 
quite a number of the Transvaal and O.F.S. 
date stamps upon careful examination will be 
found to be of similar design to those used 
in Cape Colony. 

In the circumstances as described above it 
would be quite feasible to assume that the 
type denoting the day, month and year used 
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with these date stamps, which were inter
changeable, could be used in both the Republi
can as well as the Colony's date stamps. 

There is sufficient evidence to show that 
the Boers did use the closed "9" when they 
were in occupation of certain towns in the 
Colony. This type of 9 is also found on Natal 
postmarks on Transvaal stamps where the 
Natal date stamp had been used, such as 
"Dundee" for example. 

In the same par. 14 Mr. Rich mention~-; 
square stop at the bottom of the date stamp 
as being indicative of the genuine article. In 
Vryburg there were actually two date stamps 
in use at this period, one with a square stop, 
the other with a round stop. The standard date 
stamp of the Cape of this period all had 
round stops, although I will admit that some 
do look as if they are square, but this is 
merely due to overinking, wear, or the way 
in which the stamping was done. I have a 
Rondebosch postmark of this type dated 1899 
on which the left-hand stop appears round and 
the right square, and another one of the same 
office also dated 1899 showing both stops 
round this latter being a beautiful clear im
pression. 

[Seven specimens in my collection, dates 28 
and 29 NO all show a square stop with no 
sign of the dashes on either side.-Ed.J 

Par. 15. The fact that a postmark shows the 
abbreviation "DC" for December cannot pos
sibly be taken as a fake. Postmasters were 
provided with the following type to denote 
the twelve months of the year: J A. FE. MR. 
AP. MY. JU. JY. AU. SP. OC. NO. DE. It 
is quite possible, therefore, that in setting the 
type in the date stamp a "C" may have been 
accidently inserted in the place of an "E", 
such mistakes I may mention are very com
mon and are very often found upon exami
nation of Cape postmarks. The fact that the 
month was placed before the date or the date 
before the month was purely the fancy of the 
postal official, and in my collection I have 
hundreds of these both ways, including also 
some with the year at the top and the day and 
month at the bottom. 

Mr. Rich does not appear to be quite clear 
about the relative positions of the day and 
month on the date stamp as his statement in 
pars. 15 and 19 are contradictory. 

When the Boers used Transvaal stamps at 
Vryburg after the overprinted Cape stamps 
were used up, these are found defaced with 
the circular Vryburg date stamp showing one 
square stop at bottom but with the year in 

• full-1900-the "9" being of the closed type 
and the noughts narrow. 

Par. 18. I do not wish to dispute Mr. Rich's 
opinion about what he declares to be a fake, 

, but I do not think he can place much reliance 
on shades in the case of the 2M. stamp in 
coming to any definite conclusion. The pale 
ultramarine was the first to be issued in 1896. 
The Boers only used these stamps in 1899 and 
by that time there were several shades of the 

ultramarine blue in use ranging from the pale 
to the deep ultramarine. 

Par. 19. If 1.\fr. Tamsen is correct that the 
only genuine cancellation dates are Nov. 24-29 
inclusive, the date 17 Dec. would seem to indi
cate faking. But might not some stamps have 
been held over by an individual till this time? 
It is hardly likely that they would have been 
refused by the postal authorities. 

I admit, of course, that the summation of 
evidence is in favour of the cancellation being 
a fake, but only wish to point out that no 
one of the pieces of evidence is sufficient by 
itself to condemn it. 

Par. 25 already referred to. 
Par. 27. [Neither Gibbon's Catalogue, Mr. 

Rich or Mr. Jurgens refer to how the over
print "V.R. SPECIAL POST" is found on 
the Transvaal stamps. Actually I have one 
specimen on the ~d. reading up and another 
reading down; of the ld. I only have a speci
men reading up.-Ed.J 

Par. 28. Mr. St. Quintin makes no reference 
to the 2d. and 2~d. stamps being hand-stamped 
by him, and it is more than likely, as Mr. 
Rich suggests, that both these values are 
bogus. 

Par. 30. Cape date stamps of this period 
normally show 1900 thus: "00" and Mr. Rich is 
wrong when he says "19'' was the accepted 
usage for 1900. The figure Hi was used during 
the Boer war by both Boer and British forces, 
probably owing to absence of the usual "00" 
but it is quite possible that postmasters may 
have used this abbreviation at times in towns 
far removed from the war zone. 

Par. 31. The 25 mm. date stamp showing the 
letters C.G.H. at the bottom was brought into 
use about 1896, and continued in use for many 
years, in fact long after Union in 1910 both 
the date stamps with C.G.H. at the bottom and 
the one with B.B. at the bottom were still in 
use. When later the circular date stamp read
ing "Vryburg South Africa" came into use the 
two previously mentioned date stamps were 
still in possession of the Vryburg post office, 
and evidence of this can be found on stamps 
defaced showing either of these used on vari
ous dates. 

The initials of Mr. St. Quintin as figured 
by Mr. Rich are not correct. Perhaps the 
poorly reproduced illustration in my June, 
1940, article, is responsible. Here is what the 
initials really look like. 

Par. 34. Dealt with under Par. 31. 
Par. 35. The Vryburg C.G.H. date stamp 

was still in occasional use as late as 1921. 
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To the Editor, 
The S.A. Philatelist. 

NIEUWE REPU BLIEK. 
Sir, 
Can any of your expert readers throw any 

light on the problem of why some of the New 
Republic stamps were printed on plain paper, 
while others were embossed? 

In Africa and in the S.G. Catalogue, the 
embossed stamps are classified separately, and 
referred to as "the second issue." One hardly 
dares to question the accuracy of this classi
fication on the part of such eminent authori
ties; but I have failed to find any reasons 
given, anywhere, on which it is based. 

On the other hand the dates on the stamps 
of both issues were contemporary, and con
tinue to run parallel in time. 

Klagsbrun (S.A. Philatelist, Vol. xvi. p. 
104) tries to explain this anomaly- by saying: 
"The dates found on the first issue are those 
of the printing, and not necessarily those of 
issue;" but here, again, no grounds are stated 
on which this assumption is based. 

I therefore venture to suggest another, very 
simple solution to the problem, viz.: that the 
stamps embossed with the republican Coat of 
Arms, were those used in the Government Of
fices, and correspond to the "Official" stamps 
of our own day. Most of the correspondence 
handled by the postal authorities at that time 
would have been the official Government com
munications, and this would account for the 
large proportion of official embossed stamps 
in use. 

But this is only arguing by analogy, and I 
am sure many of your readers would be grate
ful if some of the older and more experienced 
students of this group would enlighten us. 

Yours, etc., 
NOEL ROBERTS. 

l!J, ............................. B:"'&"'K·: ............................... j==-

The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally off er most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 

. 86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. . 
B ......................... ,u,1111111111111u111111111111N&IIIIIIUlllllllllll.&IUIIHUllm 

SIERRA LEONE. 
"Stamp Collecting" reports Mr. Thomas 

Lamford as having found a pair of ld. K.G. 
VI of 1938 imperf. between vertically. This 
is believed to be the first variety of the kind 
both for Sierra Leone and for any K.G. VI. 
colonial issue. 

The "Philatelic Magazine" of 8th May and 
22nd May deals with "The First 5s. Stamp of 
Sierre Leone." This is an item catalogued by 
Whitfield King and Robso,n Lowe, but not 
by Gibbons or Yvert. 

It was the ls. .of 1884 with a local over
print of "Sierre Leone 5s." The stamp is 
well-known as a remainder cancelled with a 
red line, but is apparently not known in 
genuine used condition. 

The controversy turns upon whether this 
stamp was intended for use as a postage or 
a fiscal stamp or for both purposes. Data 
and documents are given, to which readers are 
referred. They can come to their own con
clusions, but we quote herewith the con
clusions arrived at by Mr. A. H. Harris: 

(1) The only stamps authorised for fiscal 
use during the eight months, June 1, 1884, to 
February 28, 1885, were the then current post
age stamps. 

(2) The 5s. stamp was prepared on May 30, 
1884, as an addition to the "Postage" series, 
three days before the Ordinance came into 
force, in anticipation of the "Postage'' series 
being thus authorised for fiscal use. 

(3) The four other stamps, which had been 
overprinted "REVENUE," were withheld from 
issue because the Regulation-in-Council of 
June 2, 1884, had only authorised the use of 
stamps which we;re available for postal pur
poses as well. 

( 4) The absence of postally used copies is 
not •evidence of non-availability, or non
existence in that condition. If so, there are 
many other stamps which should be struck 
out of ·our postage stamps catalogues. 

The proved currency of any stamp, with 
documentary evidence of availability for pos
tal purposes during that currency, has com
monly been regarded as entitling such a 
stamp to recognition as a legitimate issued 
postal variety. 

The 5s. Sierre Leone of 1884 should be no 
exception. 

LAGOS 
10 
20 
26 
49 

CYPRUS 

3/-
10/-

3/-
6/-

11 
23M 

30 
58M 

5/-
6d. 
1/3 
1/6 

Plate 201 - 4/- 33 3/-
41 12/6 70 3/6 

90M 5/- 126 1/3 
127 3/- 159 1/6 

SUDAN 4~/8 p Provisional 30/-
S.G. Numbers - All used. 

BENONI STAMP SHOP 
Box 485 BENONI. 
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The subject of Transvaal reprints is much 
to the fore at the moment: 

(1) Mr. P. L. Pemberton, in the April-June 
issue of the "P.J. of G.B." summarises the fea
tures of the reprints of the Otto types I and II. 
He states there are no facts given which can
not be dug out of Yardley, Luff ·or Curle 
ailld Barden, but here is, in handy form, with 
clear illustrations, descriptions of the reprints 
and the reprints alone. 

An account of reprints of later issues may 
be expected to follow, as the article is "to be 
continued." 

(2) On another page Mr. A. E. Basden deals 
with some points arising- from the recent ar
ticles by Mr. McKee and Mr. Emil Tamsoo. 
(3) In "Stamp Collecting," of 23rd May, Mr. 
McKee returns to the subject, with a col
league, Mr. E. Dunsmore Dalrymple. After 
ref erring to the sale of remainders by Messrs. 
Enschede to the Persian dealer in Paris on 
condition that the plates and dies were de
stroyed, they go on to state categorically, as 
if it were established fact (perhaps it is, but 
the pro·of isn't here.-Ed.) the following: (a) 
During the ten years the plates were thought 
to have been undisturbed in the printing works 
of Messrs. Enschede, an employee had sur
reptitiously removed them one by one, printed 
from them in enormous quantities and re
turned them after use. The plates were canied 
out from the office under a folded copy of 
the "Oprechte Haarlemmer Gourant," a illews
paper published by Messrs. Enschede. (What 
gorgeous details !-Ed.). ( b) The surreptitious 
printing was either ordered by, or later be
came. the property of, a philatelist who is well
known by name to all Transvaal collectors. 
With great skill he forged the various sur
charges of 1885, 1887, 1893 and 1895 on the 
faked issues, and it is probable that he also 
forged the V.R.I. and E.R.I. ·overprints which 
exist in such large quantities. The whole of 
the surreptitious printings with and without 
the forged surcharges and overprints were 
thrown on the stamp market at the same time 
that Messrs. Enschede disposed of their re
mainders to the dealer in Paris. When it be
came apparent that they were not tne re
mainders but a different printing, an attempt 
was made to make them semi-respectable by 
allegations that they were the work of Messrs. 
Enschede. These efforts to make black white 
have failed. 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

NEW ISSUES. 
U.S.A.-A new issue with patriotic motives, 

has been foreshadowed in a rece.nt speech by 
the P.M.G. 

Switzerland has sprung a new idea in 
stamps on us, by Salvage Propaganda stamps, 
and you collect in 3 languages, French, Ger
man and Italian. 

Wallis and Futuna Is.-Whitfield King's 
"Bulletiill" states that the Free French over
printed stamps of this colony must still be 
put in the "prepared for use but not issued" 
category. The overprinting was done in New 
Caledonia ( of which the islands are nominally 
a dependency) but the islands have not yet 
rallied to De Gaulle. 

+++ 

S.G.-A FOREIGN SUPPLEMENT. 
Although we have not yet seen it, announce

ments have appeared that Messrs. Stanley 
Gibbons, Ltd., have issued a supplement to 
their 1941 catalogue, Part II, Foreign. This 
includes stamps issued from September, 1940, 
to February, 1942. 

Stamps of enemy countries are not listed, 
nor those of occupied countries issued since 
the German conquests. 

There is also an extensive list of price re
visions. A supplement to Part I (British Em
pire) will not be issued. 

+ + + 
ETHIOPIA. 

According to "Stamp Collecting" the first 
batch of the new stamps ( 3 denominations, as 
recorded in our last mo,nth's issue) had the 
denominations added at Khartoum, the stamps 
themselves having been printed in India as 
we surmised. There were approximately 
100,000 of each value, an amount expected to 
be exhausted in a week. A second issue, 
printed entirely in India, was to follow, this 
time with two additional values, 8 centimes 
orange and 12c. purple. 

Mr. Lichtenstein intimates that he received 
a second supply ·early in May, but that it was 
still the first printing. 

BRITISH COLONIAL. 

500 All different 
1000 
1500 
2000 
3000 
4000 

12/6 
42/6 
85/-

£8 
£20 
£35 

All packet collections are warranted to contain 
only standard varieties of used and unused stamps. 

If not satisfied money will be immediately 
refunded. Payments by any manner most 
convenient for you, but payable in India. 

S. M. A. JAF AR, 
263, N arkula GQllj. Bareilly, India. 
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TRANSVAAL REPRINTS 
By A. E. BASDEN. 

They say that "fools step in where angels 
fear to tread." Well, although I'm usually 
circumspect, I can't help it this time-I must 
put in a word in the McKee-Tamsen contro
versy; but only a note or two. 

First, I should explain that when I wrote 
my first article on Transvaal reprints and 
forgeries, and later the not·es for the relative 
chapter in "Transvaal Postage Stamps," I had 
but a meagre lot of material to work on. 
Since then I have managed to get together 
a fairly large quantity of material, deliber
ately collected for the purpose of research in 
the hope that I might be able to solve some 
of the problems dealt with by the aforesaid 
antagonists. 

Second, it would appear that Mr. McKee is 
definitely wrong about the perforations. I 
now have many sheets and blocks of the re
prints, and they are all comb perforated and 
(important to note) the stamps are well 
centred. Mr. McKee says that "Enschede 
always used comb perforating machines." On 
what evidence he makes such a statement I 
don't know, but if he will refer to the 
"Speciaal-catalogus van de Postzegels van 
Nederland en Kolonien," officially published 
by the Netherlands Association of Postage 
Stamp Dealers, he will find that Enschede 
used both comb and line perforating machines 
for the stamps of Holland from 1864 onwards. 
The latest issues of Holland are, I think with
out exception, all line-machine P'erforated. 

On page 28 of the Holland Catalogue twelve 
different perforations, line and comb, are 
listed for the 1872-88 issue, and, on page 32, 
six are listed for the 1876 issue. The fol
lowing appearing in those lists might have 
been (Nos. 3 and 4 certainly were) used for 
Transvaal stamps: 
Pag,e 28-

(1) D. Comb: 12~ x 12 small holes. 
(2) G. Comb: 13?! x 13.1 large holes. 
(3) H. Comb: 12~ x 12 large holes. 
(4) J. Comb: 1H x 12 large holes. 
(The same machine as H. with the first 
vertical row only showing the variation). 

Page 32-
(5) E. Comb: 121 x 12i - small holes. 
(6) F. Comb: 12~ x 12~ - large holes. 
If Mr. McKee wanted to imply that all 

Transvaal stamps supplied by Enschede were 
comb perforated, I think he is right. But is 
he quite sure that the · block illustrated and 
labelled '':Reprints" and stated to be single
line perf. is not comb pNf '? I have sheets 
of comb perfs. showing overlapping, not to 
mention bent needles. 

Third, I think on the other hand that Mr. 
McKee is right whe.n he expresses the opinion 
that the firm of Enschede & Sons did not 
make the reprints; but that the reprints were 
made from their plates there can be no doubt. 
They may have been surreptitiously printed 
in the Enschede works by persons with access 
to the plates ( otherwise it is difficult to ac
count for the apparent fact that much smaller 
quantities of reprints were made of some 
issues than of others, indicating that supplies 
of pa per and/ or ink as well as time and op
portunity were variable. If the plates were 
removed to some other premises it is still dif
ficult to account for the peculiarity that of 
some items comparatively few reprints were 
made while of others there were large 
quantities. 

Fourth, Mr. McKee is mild for him in his 
reference to the note in "Gibbons" about the 
£5 Transvaal, No. 187. Like the note about 
the C.S.A.R. stamps, one cannot comprehend 
how such a respo,nsibl-e firm can continue to 
repeat such inaccuracies. They are not 
merely incorrect but stupid and harmful; and 
tend to create unwilling prejudice against 
their authors. 

Fifth, now that some of his own state
ments have been refuted, without recourse to 
inelegant language, Mr. McKee should, I 
think, be more careful in future both as to 
his assertions and the form and manner of 
his criticisms. 

Sixth, I want to· say a word in defence of 
the dealers. In Mr. Tamsen's rejoinder to 
Mr. McKee he says: "Let anybody look at 
dealers' stocks or approval books or club 
sheets and he will find them full of reprints." 
Well, I make a point ·of s·eeing all those that 
I can get hold of, and I can say that I have 
rarely found ( with one exception) reprints in 
dealers' stocks or books, and seldom in club 
sheets. 

How to find the time to make the study 
the reprints demand is the difficulty, but I 
hope in time to be able to work out and make 
public definite pointers for distinguishing be
tween originals and reprints, as has been prac
tically done for distinguishing between genuine 
and forged surcharges and overprints. 

To sum up there is no difficulty (in spite 
of what Mr. Tamsen says) about detecting 
the false surcharges and overprints both on 
reprints a,nd remainders-there are tell-tale 
differences from the genuine. The original 
stamps and reprints are both comb perf., but 
the perf. of the reprints is always large holed, 
whereas in the orig·inals there were also one 
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or nwn· prjnti:ngs with small holes { usually 
rough perfs.). That brings us dowu to the 
fact that, when not surcharged, reprints may 
only be detected by paper and shades of 
colour, other than the 2d. bro,vn and 2d. on 
3d., 1885, where the reprints measure 12½ all 
round, whereas the originals measure 12½ x 12. 
It ma:y be remembered that remainders are 
perfectly genuine originals on hand from 
authorised printings, whereas reprints are un
authorised printings. For the moment I can
not add anything more to what I have hitherto 
published; and n~ither Mr. McKee's article 
in the "Philatelic Magazine" nor Mr. Tamsen's 
rejoinder helps the main point at issue, viz., 
how to help the novice to detect reprints from 
originals. 

+++ 
FORGERS FOILED. 

By London Printers of Stamps for 
Colonies of Free France. 

A new "fugitive" ink for yheques and other 
documents which spreads when tampered with 
by forgers has been developed by London 
printers. Successful experiments had been 
made when war broke out, but in spite of 
being very busy on war work they have found 
time to develop their discovery. 

Printers of postage stamps for Britain and 
the Colonies, the latest war job to come their 
way is the series issued for the Free French 
colonies. Only a few weeks aftter General de 
Gaulle's troops landed on the islands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon, near Newfoundland, 
these printers were at work on the colony's 
new stamp, the most recent of the series. 

Designed by Edmund Dulac, famous illus
trator of French and English books who was 
also responsible for Britain's Coronation 
stamp, there are separate issues in 14 differ
ent colours for each colony. All of them em
body the traditional "R.F." and the Cross of 
Lorraine, emblem of Free France, as well as 
the words "France Libre," but there the sim
ilarity ends. 

The Cameroons stamp bears a shield similar 
to those of thick leather borne by the native 
huntsmen of the Mandate; French Equatorial 
Africa's stamps depict the Phoenix, symbol of 
France's re-birth; while that of the French 

~~stabhshrnents in India features the lotus 
flower. For Oceania, the Tahitian tipairua, or 
double canoe, is an emblem of local signifi
cance, as is New Caledonia's unique Kagu 
bird. The air mail stamp shows an aeroplane 
of such recent type that it was not even under 
production when the stamp was designed. · 

Although the British postage stamps can 
he turned out at the rate of 5,760,000 an hour, 
each sheet of 480 stamps has to be carefully 
examjned by hand, and every scrap of paper 
accounted for. Even the tiny pieces left by 
the perforating machine must be collected and 
re-pulped. 

Facts from Messrs. Harrison and Sons, Ltd., 
St. Martjn's Lane, W.C.2. 

Special Offer -
1. Union of South Africa 1925 Airmail 

set Complete, ld., 3d., 6d., 9d. Mint or 
Used. . . . . . . . . Price 18/6 

2. 1929 issue, ditto, 4d. and 1/-. .. Price 4/6 

3. Malta, K.G. VI. Mint set to 1/- (old 
colours) ¼d., ½d., ld., l½d., 2d., 2½d., 
3d., 4½d., 6d. and 1/-. .. .. .. Price 8/6 

4. Egypt Cotton Congress Commemorative-
Mint complete set. .. .. .. .. Price 2/-

5. British Honduras, K.G. VI. le to 25c 
Mint. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . Price 5/6 

6. British Guiana K.G. VI. le to 24c Mint. 
Price 5/-

7. Barbados K.G. VI. Mint, ~d. to 1/-. 
Price 3/9 

8. Australia 150th Anniversary of New 
South Wales, 3 different Mint. Price 2/-

W ANT'E.D TO BUY. 

For spot Cash. Collections, Lots and 
Accumulations of any size or description. 

Offers solicited. 

I E. BLUM I P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

-■•==E=sta=bli=she=d =in=S=out=h =Af=ric=a =sin=ce=1=930=. = I First class references. 

[!11111n111,1111111111111111t111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 [!I 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should _get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
(in approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARDIAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
liJaa11111111u11111111u1uuu11111u11111111111111111111111111111111uauuu111111111&11111111111111111u111111111111111111111111111111111111&11111111111111111uaauu111111111111111111111111111111(i 
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K.U.T. 
l'e1j,oratimts. In 1938 the stamps for the 

combined territories of Kenya, Uganda and 
Tanganyika were issued, aF: may be seen by 
reference to catalogues, perforated either 13t 
allround or 13:! x lU. In 1941 the 10c, 20c, 30c 
and £1 appeared perf. 14¼ all round; this year 
the 2s. followed suit. 

The Philatelic Magazine states that new 
printings of the le, 5c, 50c; and ls. have been 
announced, and that if they run true to form 
they may also be expected 141 all round. 

This may not be the case. Last month we 
announced the 30c and le as reported in a new 
combination, 13~ x 14; since then we have 
definitely seen the 30c of this variety. So 
which form are the others to run true to? 

Specimens of the ls. have reC'ently arrived 
of a much darker brown shade. They are of 
the old perforation, vn X lH. 

Slogan Postmarks. Mr. N. Tunstall writes 
that the machine which was originally in use 
in Nairobi was later transferred to Mombasa. 
In the South African Philatelist of February, 
1937, p. 29, he listed a number of slogan 
postmarks in use at that time in Nairobi. 
Since then he has found Nos. 2, 3. 4, 5, 7, 8, 
9, 10 and 11 of that list used in Mombasa; 
also one, "Come on the telephone" with two 
straight lines above and below, not used to 
his knowledge in Nairobi. He promises a list 
of new Nairobi slogans and meter marks soon. 

+ + + 
MALAYA AND HONG KONG. 

Mr. R. Roberts, of 430 Strand, writes point
ing out that a statement made in an April 
issue was not in accordance with facts. It 
was stated that some new issues for use in 
these territories, supplies of which have been 
obtainable from the Crown Agents, probably 
never reached their proper territories of 
usage. 

He informs us tha:t the Crown Agents never 
release stamps for sale in London until they 
had had advice that such stamps were actu
ally on sale in the colony itself. It is quite true 
that some of the new printings of Hong Kong 
and some of the Malay stamps could only have 
had very short use before enemy occupation 
took place, but this is a very different thing 
from their not having been in use at all. 

We are indebted to Mr. Roberts for this 
correction, and regret any false impression 
our previous statement may have given rise 
to. 

+++ 
ST. PIERRE AND MIQUELON. 

The "Free France" stamps from these two 
small islands are giving dealers many head
aches. Scott has already listed some 67 but the 
Journal Officiel of the islands gives 128. The 
numbers of each individual stamp overprinted 
vary from as low as 27 to as high as 86,000 
odd. Complete sets will be impossible for Mr. 
Average Collector but representative groups 
should be fairly easily obtainable. 

"MAILO MAT." 

The Pitney-Bowes Postage Meter Co., of 
Stamford, Conn., U.S.A., introduced in April 
a new type of meter post machine which they 
call the "Mailomat." This machine, electric
ally worked, is for attachment to a built-in 
mail box. To post a letter in it you ( 1) drop 
coins in designated slots, (2) dial the postage 
value you desire, (3) insert your letter. The 
machine does the rest, automatically stamping, 
postmarking, and depositing your letter for 
collection. It does not affix an adhesive post
age stamp but prints a coloured meter stamp 
of the selected value directly on the envelope. 

A few machines were built before Pearl 
Harbour, and these have been installed in 
various cities as educational units and final 
testing models, but the· company's efforts have 
now been entirely diverted to war work. No 
more are to be manufactured at present, but 
it is expected that the type will come into ex
tensive public use after the war. 

+++ 

BELGIAN CONGO. 
Supplies of the new issue, printed by 

Messrs. Waterlow & Sons, Ltd., London, are 
now to hand here. There are 20 values, but 39 
stamps will have to be collected for a com
plete set. The lowest denomination, 5c, is a 
single, being inscribed Belgisch at left, Congo 
at top and Be~e o;ri right: all other denomin
ations have two varieties, one inscribed Bel
gisch Congo, Congo Belge; the other Congo 
Beige, Belgisch Congo. Each variety is 
printed on a separate sheet, not alternately 
on one sheet, as in the case of the Union 
stamps. 

The central designs and values are as 
follows: 

Palm Trees-5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 50 and 
60 C'entimes. 

Native Woman-75c lf. and lf. 25. 
Leopard-lf, 75, 2f. and 2f. 50. 
Askari-3f. 50, 5f., 6f ., 7f ., and l0f. 
Okapi-20f. 
The semi-postal, lOf. and 40f. surtax for 

war funds, announced some time ago, has also 
arrived. There are actually two stamps for 
Belgian Congo, differing only in colour and 
two similarly for Rua;rida-U run di. 

Thanks to several correspond·ents for above 
information. 

+++ 

CANADA. 
A '~War Effort" series was issued on Domin

ion Day (July 1). This consists of eleven de
nominations ( le to $1.00) for ordinary post
age, one airmail ( 6c) stamp and one special 
delivery (10c) stamp, and one (16c) for com
bined airmail and special delivery. 

Readers interested in Army Postal markings 
will find a good account of Canadian ones in 
Stamps of 21st March, and Patriotic Meter 
Slogans are considered in the same magazine 
of 9th May. 
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Society 

o.1''.::,.\. A.:\'lJ B,\.SU'L'OLANI> PI-111,A'l'J,JLIC SOCIE'l'L 
Presiclent, Mr. J. B. Levy; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 

n. C. Lyon, llox 702, Bloemfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
I◄'ridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein. 

At the July meeting a philatelic treat ot the hi.~h
Pst order was gin'n by :.\lr. K. F'reund, who has peri
odically showll portions of his great l\lafeking col
lection, which is belien'd io be 01w of the best of 
its kind in (•xi:-;tenet~. Thi;; tinw lH' showed page;; 
from the book of introduction which contains many 
rare .\fricana, fol'ming tlw lrn<'kground to the famous 
:,:iege. 'l'here "·e1·e also <~niissions from oiher siege;; 
(Ladysmith Siege Post OfficP, Schweizer Heneke Be
sieged) and a eomplete s<>l· of the 'Vlafeking Pap(•1· 
u10ney, including ihe· rni·e ::s .. the 10s. error ("Com
mauiug" for "<'omnunHling·') aml the £1 note whid1 
was printed in the samP chemical process as tht• 
blue .:\lafeking ;;tamps. Of s1wdal int<-re:-;t was a 
page "How lettPrs WPJ'e sent out," explaiHPd and 
illustrated wiih original itPmH. 

Some of the "gems" from the 111ai11 books, nlso 
displayed, were copies of ~.U. t:-i and 11i with 
B.P.,\.. certificates ; an imJwrf. eorner pair of Bicycle 
t-:lampt-:, from a proof -shn)t; a small sized Hier(·k 
;;lamp (uncataloguPd) from a trial printing; half a 
i-;hc>et of :UadPn-Powell stamps; the variety ·'Broken 
Baden-Powell plate,'' of which seyeral copies ,Yilh 
different stagPs of the cn1ck werp shown. 

'l'he colleetion was a na 111,Wd a r1istically on la l'g(! 
grey art canl hoards. 

Sen~ral member;; eo1111uentPd in appreciatin• 
,\onls on tlw high starnl:inl of the exhibit. Dr. 
Fi·eun<l promised to show at an earl~· date the great 
:\lafekillg errors, listed !mt not pricPd by Stanley 
,.ahbons. 

Mr. A. Lich1P11stein displayed, ns usual, new is
:,;111•s, which hH'lnd,•cl the Belgiau Congo sPt of ~m 
:-;tamp;; and tlw cliffpn•nt pl'i11ting;:; of tltp new Abys
sinia set. 

Four ne"· lll<'mlwrs were flll'Ollecl. 
'l'he next meetillg, an "ofH'n" 01w. will b() 011 

Friday, Aug11:-;t 21. 

+++ 
l'HETOHIA l'HlLA'l'ELIC 80CIE'l'Y. 

Presi<lent, A. B. BasclPn: Hon. Sec-rctnry, H. A. 
,vager, P.O. Box 514; jlfeetings, 1st and 3rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., 'l'echnical College. 

. July (i.--:\lr. Hawke rPad an arti<-k from a starnp 
magazine on tlw stamps of :::;amoa. 'l'he first is~aJP 
was printed i11 1877 arnl wa:,; reprinted later, an<l 
eolledor:,; :1 rp_ wanwd again:-;t them, although they 
are fai1·ly pa:,;y lo distingui.sll. 'l'h(" Yery mixed I1is
tory of :-:amoa 1·:111 he followed i11 I he i-;tamps, t II<' 
difft•rent. plwse:,; ht>i11g lhc original eolony, ihen tl11• 
nermau oe(·UJ>alioll. tlH'H the .:,.;t!\\" ½ealand occu1rn
tion when ~f'w ½ealand sta11111s we1·e o,·erprinted and 
finally the present eolonial statt•. 'l'he numbf'r of 
surcharged stamps is surprisingly large, bf'ing found 
on nearly all the issuf'H. 'l;l.le R. L. 8te,·enson issue 
of J!):_m is especially in!Presting. l\lany stamps of 
:-:amoa althoug·h nO yea1·s old are slill quite common. 

Pnif. "'age1· showed :t (•olleetion or .Angola, Hnd 
.\Ir. Basden tabled :.\fr. J{lagsbrun's c·olleetion of 
:-;peeimen stamps of Arge11tina. 

July :W . .:\Ir. Hawke l'Paci an interestiug ext!'H('{ 
on 11adagascar illustrated hy a fine map. 

1'11·. Beyers read a paper on .Albania and its stamps. 
He first gaYe a brief description of the country, 
and then a historical reYiew goin)I; rtgllt back to 
Parly · times. showing -wlla t troublous times tlw 
1•01.mtry had pasHt:'d throui.:-11. The eountr.r was dom
inated by 'J'urkey for the mosl part. but thPre we1·(• 
many revolts. The fonn nf .c:on,•rnment also of1Pn 
ehanged from a republie to a kingdom. '1'11e stamvs 
are ,:ery interesting, starting in 1H13 with Turkisl1 
stamps oYerprinted with a double-hPadt>d eaglP and 
(•oming to local historical and scenic designs. There 
wp1·e ,·pry many (n-erprints and snreharges of an 
PX1 renwly yaried <'haracter. 

H.A.\\'. 

EAST HAND l'HILAT.B;LIC SOCIETL 
President, l\Irs. ,Yoods; Hon. Secretary, E. N. Higg, 

103 Kemston Avenue, llcnoni; Jlcetinus, 3rd 'J'ues
days, 8 p.m., Hotel HPgent, Bencui. 

At the July mPeting the attendanct' was fail". Xews 
of the month was ginm l)y l\Ir. 8uklje. Items of 
interest : Con•rs we1·e hanclc,d round by seYeral 
members. Exhibits: :\Ir. Lydall first exhibited 1:nim1 
,.if Houth Africa, starting with the 2½cl. 1910 is:'me 
up to and including stamps of George V; this col
leci1ion included plate flaws. Blocks all(l various Yari
t'ties in mint and used condition. 'l'he second exhibit 
was Gambia, starting witl1 the embossed stamps of 
J880, ½cl. to Js. Yalue 188(i-7, 18!>8 ½d. to ls. Yalue. 
1902-00 ½d. to 3s., 1904-0ti ½d. 1o 2s·., H)06 2s. Gd. 
and 3s. stamps m·erprinlt'd H:llf penny and om· 
1wn11y, 190!) }cl. to 3s. King Edward issue, 1!112-22 
½d. to 0s. wmk. 1Iulti C1·own ( 'A, and ½d. to els. 
:\Iulti Script C.,\ ., 1!)22-27 lei. to .-i:,:. ~el'ipt C.A. and 
-M. to ls. 1\lull i Crown Cs\. complPtP .TubileP :met 
<.'iH"onation sets. 

:\Ir. Suklje Pxhibited hi:,: (•olle<:tiou of .Jugo:-;l«,·ia 
t-tamps, the first isstw ,w•rp stamps of Ilungal'y 
overprinted ::,\'.H.K .• theu in 1'!118 the i:,suP was 1lH· 
Broken chain yariPty. All 1 Iw ts:;ups we1·p Yery WPll 
rnpresented, amt ineluded Child Welfarr, Charity 
,,rnmps, (iueen :\larie. and Fing )Iourning :-.tampH. 

++ + 
CAPE 'l'O\YX l'HILA'fBLH' S()('.JBTY. 

l'rc1:,ident, K. Alexancler; Hon. t::ie<:., K. Camero.u. 
!l, Pineway, l'iuelands, Cape; ;lfeetiny1:,, 2nd and 4th 
'l'lmrsdays, l\Ietlical House, :m, "'ale Street, Cape 
'l'own, at 8 p.m. 

'L'he second meeting in ;June, held on the ::!.1th 
.Jmie, was den>te<l to l·).hibits in general JJ.r "all 
members." Many Yal'iPd and interesting dis11lays wen• 
given by the following nwrnlJ(TS, who exhibited on thi:-; 
oceasion, namely, ::\Iessrs. 0. Ackel'lnau, K. Alexauder, 
\\' .. J. H. Greg01·.r, "-· l\l. l\lathieson, L. :\!eyer, C. 
< •· l'lumbridge, T,. ;-\imenlwff, E. C. ::,.\olomo11, and 
one or two others. The sh(•ets laicl on the tabk 
were of great n1riet.r, rauging from Parly GrPai 
Britain to recPnt Xonn•1.dan stamps ·with Oerrn:m 
overprints. Inte1·s1wrsed :with tlwse were selections 
of Unions, 0.1•'.8., Cape 'l'riangular;,, .lVIafeking h('
sieged, Tristan da Cunha (•o,·er;;;, of whieh :,;e,·p1·a I 
l!a,·t' now beeomP H·areP, "·llile othpr intPrP:,:ting 
and rare cover:-: were :-;ho,Yll as well. 

.\<ldt>d to thii,; \Yas :\Ir. I•;. C. Solomon's somewlrnl 
(·ornprPhensive s1w!'ial eollection of ~Py('ltelle:-;. 

li'or variety t hi;; Pxhihit ion ex('el!P<l .111:my of I hP 
1wst "all members" di:-;plays. hadng· 1•pganl to thP 
many fascinatin~ an<l u1111:-;11al item8 ilwt wei•p laid 
on the table on this occasion. 

.\.dded interest was fo,md in the short talks 
whkh each exhibitor g-ave in respect of his display. 
whieh was 1ho1·oug-hly appreciated hy 1he l:ngP at
tendance at thi:-; nwPtiug . 

10th July, 1!H2.---'l'he display of tlH' p,·ening- wa:-; 
11rovided by )[I'. \Y. L. Ashmead, who, tl1011gh 1111 
:!tile to be Jll'P8Pllt in 1wrso11 owing lo liis reePnt 
IH•rPa VPlllPnt, had <·om:idern t1-•l.r .,ent his rim~ (·olk<' 
tion of l'er:,;ian ;;tamps for PXhibitio11. Auy i-;tamp::
show11 by :\-Ir. Ashmead wvr,• allvay::- of the 1Jigl11c'Si 
t'iaHS, and the JJl"PS<~nl 1•a:,;(~ was no 1•x('eptio11 to ·th1• 
:-;tall(!ard he has maintained for ::-o man,\· .,·par:-;. 
TlH' display was alJly int 1·odu(·ed by 1\1 r. Wm . .:\luller 
and Mr. C. 0. l'lumbridge ,·oicell tl1e appreciation of 
the members present. 

After the minutes of the prPdous meeting had 
ile('ll rPad and 1·onfirrnE'cl, 1 he PresidPnt refetTPd to 
t lw sac! loss sustained h,\· 011(' ,,f the oldest m1•1J1-
1Je1·:-; of the Society, 1Ir. "'· L, . ..:\.1,;h111P:ul. wlw:,;p wifp 
ha(! ren•ntly di<'(I. Mr ... ,\.:-;hHH'ad had alway;; tak1•11 
a kel'll inter<'st in lwr hushaml":-: hohhy and wa:,; 
1,1\ ed hy all wlw hacl !lH(l tlw plea:,;111·e of kuO\\"ing· 
lier. The ml'mln:-; ro,w in tlwir sea ts as a mark 
of r<>spect. 

A letter was re('eiyed t'n,m Lieul. A. l<'islwr, of 
H.:\l.~. Hecla. thanking- t!w ~oeiety ror its hospi
talit)', and for tlw stamp:,: awl rnag-a,dnes <1onated to 
tlH' stamp eol!e('tin;.:· ('omrnunity on hi;; ship. 

])iscussion arosP 011 thP holding of meeting;; in 
t ih' PYent of a l)Pr11H11w111 "lila<'kout" in Capt·. Tow11. 
Yarious suggestions WPt·e 111ade, and it was t'iually 
:igr(•ed to leaYl' the mat1PI' 1o the Ue1wral Commit
t1!e to makP such arran~1•meHts as cil'eumstanc0s 
might denrn.nd. 

'l'he usual au<'tion sales wen• pro<"eeded ·with at 
ltolh lhese meeting-s, and hillding thPJ'Pat was brisk. 

E.C.S. 
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l'reBiilent_. <;, K. Forbes; Hou. ,'-lee· .. ('. ,v. ~Jwr 
i'iel<l, l'.O. Hox 88; Mel'fi11u.,. :!ml and Ith 'l'11P:--:day:--:, 
8 p.111., l'ublie Libtary. 

'.rlw monthly meeting of the 8ociety ·was hel<l in 
1 he ~outh Afriean Room of the Public Librnry on 
1 Ile J:frd ,Tune, :J 942. 

'l'hcre was one visitor present, Lieut. C01m11amler 
Martin, of the Coastal Defence, who ,vas w<>lcomcd 
l,y tlw J)l'C8i<lPll1. 

A.fter the minutes had been read and confirmP<l, 
etc., the evening was devoted to a display lly Mr. 
and Mrs. J. ID. Jc"·ell. On this o<;casion they showed 
the second portion of their ,vonderfnl collection of 
Great Britain, which I Hl!derstood is the best :in 
1 he country. This section ,vas devoted to King l•Jd
ward VII, which consisted of no less than 36 pages. 

A very pleasant evening terminatPd at 9.30, and 
wo _ are all looking forward to 1 he time when :i\Ir. 
nrnl Mrs. ,Te,Yell will display f11r1Jw1· section:,; of 
l heir ont:,;tandiJ1g col 1Pe1 ion. 

+++ 
TRANSVAAL NUMERAL 

CANCELLATIONS. 

"\V.H.B. 

Mr. A. E. Basden reco:i:·ds that the number 
;:31 which he guessed at in his list given on 
page 65 (J"une issue) of our Vol. 17, 1'941, 
can now be definitely recorded as having been 
at Marico. This is distinct from Zeerust 
which is recorded as No. 8 Zeerust ( Marico) 
meaning in the Marico district. A friend has 
supplied him with a covering· showing this 
missing numeral. 

This makes the list of numeral cancellations 
in concentric circles complete from Nos. 1 to 
43 inclusive. 

The numbers probably ran up to 48 and the 
numbers in triangles still remain as a study 
for Transvaal collectors to make. 

The 

FORGERIES. 
The Marks Sb:1,mp Co., Ltd., of 258 College 

Street, Toronto, have issued - a booklet by 
Alden C. J" ohnson, Forgeries Old and New. 
This carries on the work previously done by 
Mr; Aretz and deals with -- counterfeits cur
rently on the market, many of them compara
tively cheap items, so that the booklet should 
appeal to the ordinary collector, not merely 
to the specialist. 

There is a very useful Refei·ence List at 
the end giving references by countries to other 
books where information can be obtained on 
forgeries. 

+++ 

CHANGES OF PERFORATION. 
These seem to be the fashion now in most 

of the British Colonies. Have old machines 
been "blitzed" at the print·ers? Among the 
latest announcements are: 

Ascension.--The ld. is now perf. 13. 
Ceylon.~3c. now 14 x 14.i. Has already oc

cured 131 x lH, 13¼ x 13li and 13\i. 
Gibraltar.-ld., 3d., ls. and 2s. now perf. 

13, and the l<l. has the watermark sideways. 

+++ 

CURACAO. 

A series of six postage and 15 air mail 
stamps are on order from Messrs. Bradbury, 
Wilkinson and Co., Ltd. These will be bi
coloured, with various pictoriol designs and 
a vignette of H.M. Queen Wilhelmina in one 
or other of the upper corners. 
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In our last two numbers we published an 
article by Mr. Stephen G. Rich (Vryburg 
Issues), with comment ther:eon by Mr. A. A. 
Jurgens. This month we give another article 
by Mr. Rich-this time dealing with certain 
O.F.S. overprints-and this will be criticized 
by Mr. A. E. Basden. 

We trust our readers appreciate this type 
of philatelic communications-it appears to 
us to1 be at least one possible method of arriv
ing at the truth over debateable points, and 
that should surely be the aim of scientific 
philately. 

Whatever else may be said about Mr. Rich 
(and we will have a little to say further on), 
he has at any rate the great merit of not ac
cepting every statement made just at its 
face value-he wants proof. That is as it 
should be and it is good for us to get jolted 
out of our complacency occasionally by pro
vocative articles such as these and be made 
to think or study. 

Mr. Rich has the great .advantage for cer
tain aspects of philately in having an expe1t 
knowledge of printing methods. As many of 
our readers are no doubt aware, he was at 
one time resident in Natal, and since going 
to America he has never lost his interest in 
South African stamps. In a personal com
munication he writes: "I think that nearly all 
our confusions about South Afri<;an · ( and 
other) overprints are due to our lack of know
ledge of printing. I was fortunate in that 
I had to teach printing as part of my work 
in Natal in 1917. It was wished on to me .and 
I had to keep just a lesson or two ahead of 
my pupils-but I learned a great deal more 
than they did. I have learned much more in 
the last eight years and am almost .at the 
point at which I find it hard to realise that 
so many collectors don't know anything about 
it. Owing to the fact that most of us are in
terested in either line engraved or roto-

gravure products, typography from ordinary 
loose type is too little studied by st.amp 
people." 

But Mr. Rich cannot expect to be himself 
above criticism and we trust that he will ac
~e~t the following remark in the friendly spirit 
1t 1s meant-we are all out for the same aim, 
getting at the true facts. In our opinion he 
is sometimes too ready to reach a sweeping 
conclusion on too little evidence. One example 
of this occurred in his "Vryburg'' article, 
viz., in connection with the Italic Z v.ariety. 
He states: "I have not yet seen this variety, 
but my own belief is that it is probably a 
damaged letter instead." This is not in the 
true scientific spirit. Had he seen a specimen 
(as we have) we do not think he could have 
made such a statement. It may be true, .as he 
states in the personal communication already 
mentioned, that in the case of Z and one or 
two other letters the designs of the italics are 
made by removal of portions of the roman 
design. J:ut the italic Z on Vryburg stamps is, 
we consider, .a perfectly produced letter and 
cannot by any stretch of the imagination he 
considered as merely a damaged letter. 

The whole story of the Vryburg stamps is 
not yet told and probably cannot be until an 
:xtensive collection of stamps and postmarks 
1s got together for study. Since our publica
tion of Mr. Rich's article we have had sub
mitted a set of stamps with a postmark which 
does not agree in character with either his 
"genuine" or his "fake" postmark. This illus
trates very well the need for fuller evidence
what may seem to be legitimate conclusions 
drawn from scanty evidence may turn out to 
be wrong when more material is available for 
investigation. +++ 

MOZAMBIQUE. 
The transfer of the Mozambique Company's 

territory to regular Portuguese Colonial Ad
ministration duly took place as advised. The 
last day of validity of the Company's stamps 
was Saturday, 18th July; the stamp of the 
Colony of Mozambique superceding- these on 
Monday, 20th July. 
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A philatelic ghost bobs up every now and 
then . . . not often enough to bother most of 
us, but often enough to be worthy of an at
tempt to put it to rest forever. The ghost 
was excited by the articles on Orange Free 
State that were published in 1938 by A. E. 
Geldhof. Again, during the past year, I have 
run across traces of the ghost in other 
quarters, when well informed collectors have 
talked about the stamps of Sarawak and 
Seychelles. 

Now what is this ghost? 
The ghost is the idea that certain over

prints, most of them in the class of "sur
charges" because they do not add a surcharge 
of postage but reduce the amount for which 
a stamp is valid, were made by handstamp
ing with ordinary printers' type. The story 
usually runs about this way: "Here are these 
very poorly executed surcharges., or these 
double surcharges, and they are so poorly 
printed, so irregularly entered or aligned, 
but they must have been done by handstamp
ing. Labour is cheap in the Seychelles and in 
Sarawak, and the l·eisurely Dutch people of 
the Orange Free State had plenty of time to 
do handstamping." 

Now I cannot claim to be well enough in
formed on Seychelles or Sarawak stamps to 
know exactly which stamps are considered by 

the cognoscenti as being handstamped with 
printers' type. But on Orange Free State l 
know, and own, the majority of the stamps 
that are· alleged to be so made. I have one 
point of attack on the problem that may 
really contribute to laying the ghost. I have 
been around print shops a good deal and I do 
have ample opportunity to consult a well
informed printer, one of the old school of 
crafts111en, who has handled everything from 
a Franklin press up to a fast rotary, 0J1 any 
printing problem. 

The claim that the Orange Free State sur
charges, the doubles of the !d. on 3d. of 1896, 
are handstamped with ordinary printers' type 
was advanced first by one Leon de Raay, and 
was copied from him in the Royal Philatelic 
Society's "Africa Part III." The idea was 
questioned by Geldhof in his articles; but in 
June, 1939, it was again adva,nced, entirely 
without supporting evidence, by a writer in 
the South African Philatelist, A. E. Basden. 

Let us examine the situation. 
The double of the O.F.S. ½d. surcharge., the 

first 1896 lot, Scott Nos. 35a, 36a, 40a, and 
41a, are characterised by the fact that the 
second overprint was done on only a part of 
the sheet. The inking of the first overprint
ing was very uneven, and certain parts of the 
pane of stamps were only lightly printed 

with the new value. We find that these and 
only these parts, along one edge of the pane, 
furnished the doubles. Clearly something was 
done to fix up these · parts of the sheet. 

Now it never occurred to Mr. de Raay, Mr. 
Basden, or anyone else to ask some practical 
printer of the old school how he would fix 
up such a portio.n of the pane-how he could 
with least trouble get the new values clearly 
on to the stamps on which it was faint. I 
was stupid or inquisitive enough to inquire 
how it could be done and what defects could 
occur if it was done that way. 

Here is what I found would be done
bearing in mind that I asked in terms of the 
old style methods of printing such as existed 
in the Orange Free State in the 'HO's
handset type, a Franklin or clamshell style 
press, and non.e of the modern special equip
ment. 

The printer would set up a special form 
of as many subjects as needed to hit all the 
defectively printed stamps a second time. He 
would naturally use portions of the forn: 
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which had heen used for the regular nm, and 
:,;o the new printing would be just a few sub
jects identical with those on the original. He 
would then cut a pieC"e of manila paper, 
called an "overlay," to protect the rest of the 
sheets of stamps from blurring, smudging, or 
accidental markings when being run through 
the second time, and would have hole~ in it 
at the prop·er places to allow the new form 
to print on the s-ta:mp that ne\.'ded additional 
over printing. In this case, we suspect that the 
holes were ·one long slot, perhaps two stamps 
wide and five stamps high. 

Having locked up the form, S'et the overlay 
in place on the frisket of the press, and set 
pins or guides on the platen to hold the 
sheets of stamps in the proper position, he 
would then run the defectively printed stamps 
through in order to · get a second overprinting 
on to each at the points where needed. 

The result of such handling is to give us 
exactly what we find on O.F.S. stamps. One 
printing is always notiC"eably clearer and more 
fully i,nked than the other. We get sextenant 
pairs with one stamp showing double over
print, and the other protected by the overlay 
and not having any subject of the form set 
to print on it-with a single overprint. 

It does not follow that the boss printer 
himself did this press job. Given into the 
hands of an apprentice to run, we might well 
find that the sheets were fed in by an un
skilful hand, were not set squarely and evenly 
ag.ainst the guides on the platen, and ac
cordingly the second overprint might be ex
pected to be ofte.n set diagonally or crooked. 

That is exactly what we find: the s·econd 
overprint, which can even be definitely seen 
to be the one on top when examined under a 
high power magnifier in good light, often 
is tilted and is not always tilted the same 
way. 

The tilting of the overprint is the same 0.11 
both stamps of a pair, in the very few cases 
in which pairs of these doubles exist. This 
alone is pretty good evidence that more than 
one subject of the doubling was printed in a 
single operation. 

The most definite evidence that the O.F.S. 
doubles were not handstamped comes from 
the character of the second overprint. Ln 
us:fng a piece of type, such as a large figure 

~½.,'' probably 48-point size in this case, as 
a handstamp, it is very difficult to set it down 
squarely so that both sides print evenly. The 
uneven imprinting of postmarks, in which a 
long handle makes approximate straightness 
of aim much easier, indicates how much more 
likely this unevenness may be if a piece of 
type, only .918 inch high, were used. ,And 
yet we find on all these overprinted doubles 
a striking lack of such sidewise or endwise 
unevenness within the overprint. 

Again, since two pieces of type, "~" and 
"d," were used for each subject, we might 
expect that with handstamping there would be 
such slippage of o;ne against the ·other, no 
matter how tightly the two are tied together. 
The only way they are put together by a 
printer is to tie them with string; and this 
tying allows of slight movement. Now we 
don't find any signs of such relative move
ment of either letter. 

I have been assured by two well known 
collectors, whose names I prefer not to quote, 
that the Seychelles and Sarawak (in one of 
which each of them specialiS'es) did have 
handstamped overprinting done with type in 
this way. But neither of them quotes to me 
anyone who has actually reported seeing it 
done thus or getting word from anyone who 
saw it done. A long and circumstantial story 
was told to me of a system of guides used 
in Sarawak, consisting of straight-edges set 
over a sheet of stamps, and against the edges 
of which the type was held when handstamp
i.ng the overprint. It sounds plausible but 
improbable. 

In the absence of specific information that 
the overprinting was done by handstamping 
with type, I believe we should consider the 
entire story, as applied to all three countries, 
Orange Free State, Sarawak, and Seychelles·, 
as one of thoS'e philatelic legends which has 
been uncritically accepted and passed o.n 
without any attempt to verify it. My judg
ment at this writing is that the validity of the 
story is exactly as great as that of the one 
that the U.S. 2-cent Navy in green is a 
stamp at all instead of a finished, perforated, 
and gummed plate trial purposely done in an 
ink not to be confused with actual stamp 
productio;n. 

[Comments on this article by Mr. A. E. 
Basden will appear in next month's 
issue.-Ed.] 
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The designs, etc., for the new Cape of Good 
Hope Stamps showing the profile of Edward 
VII were submitted by Messrs. De La Rue 
and Co., London, to the Colonial Treasurer 
who in turn submitted them to the Postmaster
General and the following is a copy of this 
gentleman's reply thereto. 
The Assistant Treasurer, 

The frame of the design for the postage 
stamp is, I observe, very similar to that of 
the current halfpenny denomination, the in
sertion of the crown effecting, however, a 
very marked improvement. 

Under Convention we are unable to vary the 
colours of these stamps, and as by artificial 
light there is a considerable resemblance be
tween the colours of the 3d. and 6d. and the 
ls. and 5s. denominations, I am inclined to 
think it desirable to have some variation in 
the frames of the 6d. and ls. at least, so a:s 
to make the check upon the prepayment of 
postage more easy than it is at p:resent. There 
is in fact a good deal to be said for a differ
ent frame for each denomination, a principle 
which is adopted in connection with the stamps 
of Great Britain and-to look nearer at hand 
-with those of Natal also. The stamps of 
the United States are likewise all different in 
design as well as those of very many of the 
countries. The portrait of the King, with the 
crown above, makes an exceedingly effective 
centre to the stamps and would of course be 
retained in every denomination no matter 
what the design of the surrounding frame 
might be. 

I attach a set (used) of the postage stamps 
of the present issue which show the colour dif
ficulty if all the designs are identical. It is 
assumed that in any case the numerals of 
value for the shilling and five shillings de
nominations would be followed by the letter 
"S". 

As this Department is only concerned with 
Revenue stamps as a vendor on behalf of the 
Treasury, I hesitate to express an opinion on 
the new design as proposed to be applied to 
them. I may, however, mention that no diffi
culty in sale is experienced in connection with 
the design and colour scheme at present 
existing. 

G.P.O. 
28.8.1901. 

(Signed) S. FRENCH, 
Postmaster-General. 

From the above, therefore, it will be seen 
that the frame design of all the nine denomi-

nations ~d. to 5s. of the Cape Edward stamps 
as submitted by De La Rue and Co. were 
the same, and as Mr. French says, very simi
lar to that of the current halfpenny which at 
that time was the "Hope" standing variety 
and that it was mainly due to his ( Mr. 
French's) efforts that the frame designs of 
these stamps are all different. 

It is unfortunate that the original essays 
submitted by De La Rue and Co. are missing 
because Mr. French's remarks about the simi
larity of colour, by artificial light, of the 3d., 
6d., ls. and 5s. denominations seems to imply 
that these must have been very diffe:rent to 
those which were eventually adopted for these 
denominations. 

All the alterations and suggestions made by 
Mr. French were carried out vide letter from 
the Treasury dated 8th November, 1901. 
Cost of the plates, dies, etc., of the Cape of 
Good Hope postage stamps showing the head 
of King Edward VII, including also the 
revenue .stamps, post c1ards, newspaper wrap
per.s, letter cctrds and registration fee stamps. 

Sir, 

110 Bunhill Row, 
London E.C. 
3rd April, 1902. 

With reference to your letter of the 2nd 
inst. ( ?) enclosing copy letter of the 12th 
March from the Assistant Treasurer, at Cape 
Town, we beg to give you on Appendix A a 
complete list of the dies and plates in con
nection with the King's Head postage stamps, 
,,rith the several prices showing a total cost 
of £2,027 18s. 10d. 

We regret to say that it is not possible for 
us at the present moment to give you a defi
nite date for the completion of the whole of 
the above dies and plates, but we can under
take to furnish before the 30th June the dies 
and plates shown at the foot of the Appendix. 

The work is already well in hand and we 
will push on with the completion as quickly 
as possible. You may rest assured that there 
shall be no delay. 

We may say that the Post Card dies will 
be available for the News Wrappers, Post 
Cards and Letter Cards. 

We are, etc., 

(Signed) Thomas De La Rue and Co., Ltd. 
The Agent General 
For the Cape of Good Hope. 
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DIES ALREADY SUPPLIED. 
1 Original Head Adhesive . . . . . . . . . . . . 
l Original Head Post Card and Newswrapper 
l Original Head Embossing . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 

Less 

DIES AND PLATES YET TO BE SUPPLIED. 
9 Postage Dies, ?id., ld., 2d., 2,~d., 3d., 4d., 6d., ls., and 5s., each £50 
9 Postage Plates, each £85 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 
1 Revenue Die . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Revenue Key Plate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

6% 

18 Duty Plates, ~d., ld., 3d., 6d., ls., 2s., 2s. 6d., 3s., 5s., 7s. 6d., 10s., 12s., £1, 
£2, £4, £5, £10, £20, each £20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 Postage Embossing Dies, 1 d., ld., 2M., each £38 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Registration Embossing Die, 4d. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
?id., 1d. and Hd. Post Card, Newspaper, Letter Gard Dies, each £45 
.\d. and ld. Single and Reply Postcards, 4 Plates, each £12 . . . . 
ld. Letter Card Plate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
~d., ld. Newspaper plates, 11.13/16 x 4.15/ 16, each £12 . . . . . . 
ld. and Hd. Newspaper Plates, 7 x 15, each £12 ............... . 

10 Postal Order Plates, ls., ls. 6d., 2s. 6d., 5s., 7s. 6d., 10s., 12s. 6d., 15s., 
17s. 6d., 20s., each £5 10s. . . . . . . . . . .................. . 

Less 6% 

101 

£200 0 0 
100 0 0 
175 0 0 

£475 0 0 
28 10 0 

£446 10 0 

£450 0 0 
765 0 0 

50 0 0 
76 0 0 

360 0 0 
114 0 0 

38 0 0 
135 0 0 

48 0 0 
12 0 0 
24 0 0 
24 0 0 

55 0 0 

£2,151 0 0 
123 1 2 

£2,027 18 10 

Special Offers-
L Australian War Provisionals, 

2½d., 3!d. and 5½d. surcharged. 
Per set Mint . . . . . . . . . . 3/-

2. Free French Equatorial Africa 
Rarities-4c. Red, opt, used. 
(London price £5) ...... £1/15/-

3. 4c. Black, opt, Mint. (London 
price £5) . . . . . . . . . . £1/15/-

4. 75c. Black, opt, (Great rarity) 
only 4,000 issued . . . . . . £2/5/-

5. Special set of 4 cards-Visit of 
General de Gaulle, opt, date 
24.10.40 . . . . . . . . . . ,. . . . 15/-

G. Free French Cameroons, 9 dif
ferent, Provisionals Mint, in-
cluding scarce values! . . 5/-

WANTED TO BUY. 

For spot Cash. Collections, Lots and 
Accu'mulations of any size or description. 

Offers solicited. 

I E. BLUM ·--■•■ P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

-■■~-"""::E:s:t:ab:l:is:he=d=in=S=o=u=th=A=f=r=ic=a=si=n=ce=l=9=30:.= •·- First class references. 

MALTA-used: 
26 1/- 30 
33 5/- 34 
44 3/6 51 
52 1/- 54 
55 2/9 57 
62a - 2/- 67 
68 - 17/6 75 
80 1/6 81 
89 2/6 91 

110 2/- 113 
119 2/6 127 
131 6/6 139 
142 1/- 164 
182 9d. 184 

3/6 
20/-
1/-
2/6 
1/6 
2/6 
1/-
2/3 
2/6 

- 23/6 
1/-
1/-
1/-
1/9 

BENONI STAMP SHOP, 
BOX 485. BENONI. 

0 .............................. 8:"'& .. ·K: ............................... !,, __ ; 

The firm that supplies the stamps ; 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable 
though in some cases not so low a~ 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally off er most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., .. 

~ 86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. ! 
Gl IUfllllllllUIUII ...................................................................... ,@ 
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I UNION' NOTES l 
:..1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,. 

THE 1919 PIGEON POST. 
In our February issue we mentioned that a 

fourth specimen of the rare South African 
Pigeon Post of 1919 had come to light. Mr. 
L. A. Wyndham has written to . say that the 
specimen in question (No. 85) 1s not a new 
find· that he was the "discoverer" of this p.ar
ticul~r item and sold it to an overseas firm 
in 1938, its existence being actually notified 
in our Air Mail Notes as far back as July, 
1938 (p. 99). 

Mr. Wyndham goes on to point out that in 
his Air Mail Notes for June and July, 1938, 
he gave p.articulars of the seven known mess
ages. Four of these are complete with the 
original envelopes which bear the "Pigeon 
Post" postmark, viz.: Nos. 255, 318, 342 and 
40H. In the case of messages No. 85, 92 and 
100, the envelopes are missing. 

UNION MINIATURES. 
The Ed. appeared on sale before the middle 

of August at some post offices. The stamps 
are exactly half the size of the full sized Hd. 
mine dump stamp, a pair fitting vertically 
into the width of the latter. Along the sides 
of the sheet is printed, in the same brown 
colour as the stamps, "Buy Union Loan Certi
ficates. Koop Unie-leningsertifikate"; top 
and bottom of the sheet, in line with each pair 
of stamps are the following: "Dra N asionale 
Veiligheid op u Hart. Koop Unie-leningserti
fikate" and "make National Security Your 
Own. Buy Union Loan Certificates." 

The sheets have the multiple Springbok 
head watermark, vertically. The perforation 
shows a novelty, the stamps being perf. 14 on 
three sides rouletted on one vertical side. 
Each .alternate vertical line of separation of 
stamps (cutting vertically down the middle of 
what would have been the old size of stamp) 
is not perforated but rouletted. It has been 
stated in the public press "that owing to tech
nical difficulties ·each alternate vertical row 
of perforation is imperfect (apparently rou
letting w.as considered too difficult to explain 

to the uninitiated!), but that this defect will 
be remedied in future printings." We may 
therefore expepct to have these stamps appear 
later perf. all round. 

ISSUE OF ~d. UNION POSTAGE STAMP 
(WAR SERIES) IN REDUCED SIZE. 

The Postmaster-General of the Union an
nounces that it is anticipated that the reduced 
size ~d. war stamp will be on sale shortly. 

There will be no "first day" issues but the 
reduced size stamps will be placed on sale at 
individual post offices as soon as supplies of 
the existing stamp become exhausted at such 
offices. 

The reduced size ~d. stamps are printed 
alternately in the English and the Afrikaans 
languages and these are 360 in a sheet. The 
design of the existing war ~t=;imp of the sal?e 
denomination has 1 been modified by the omis
sion of the marching figures in the b.ackground 
and, in order to retain legibility in the reduced 
stamp, the relative size of the letteri?-g an? 
value has been increased. The colour 1s ven
dian green. 

Persons overseas may obtain supplies by 
writing to the Under-Secretary, Staff, Room 
7(A), G.P.O., Pretoria, and provided they for
ward .a money order, postal order or bank 
draft to the value of the stamps they require, 
plus a sum sufficient to pay the registered 
postage, their orders will be ·executed as soon 
as possible after receipt. 

CORONATIONS. 
The July "Stamp Magazine" puts Corona

tion sets, mint or fine used, as the star item 
of the month. The future of all Coronations 
is brighter; in the case of the Union stamps 
so many of the original excess indulged in by 
speculators has been used up either postally 
or by exchange at a five per cent. charge that 
sets are now being snapped up at 25 per 
cent. over face. 

[!)111111111,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111, .............. ,111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,[! 

Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIAtS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
on approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARD IAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
[iJ HIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIUIIIHIUHIIIUHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIUl&il.&.U&l.111111111 IUIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII .. .Ullllllllllllllllllllllllllllll[i 
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Mr. E. F. Hurst has been conducting in 
The Philatelist (Robson Lowe) a series of 
articles on the private and local posts of the 
world. For Rhodesia he claims three private 
posts: 

(1) Moffat's. A missionary post conducted 
by the Rev. J. S. Moffat in co-operation with 
the Bechuanaland postal service. This was a 
runner service between Bulawayo and Tati, 
organised after the B.S.A. Company were 
given the Matabeleland Concessions on 30th 
October, 1888. 

Later a few letters were marked with the 
postmark "Gebulawayo," though there is no 
evidence showing whether this was applied 
at Bulawayo or on arrival at Tati. After a 
short time stamps of Bechuanaland were used 
on the letters cancelled "Gubulawayo-Bechu
analana.'• 

(2) British South Africa Company. This 
was of course the post of the B.S.A. Coy., 
which issued its first stamps in December, 
1890, after receiving the Royal Charter. 

It may come as a shock to purists that 
these are really a private issue, but so it is. 
They were ordered by and for the Company 
for their postal service in a territory held 
by charter only. What is more important they 
disposed of remainders! 

This sale of remainders was a great dis
/,ervice to collectors of Rhodesian stamps, not 
so much because of the quantity sold 
(2,700,000 of the issues 1890 to 1910) as be
cause they were mostly sold cancelled to order 
in sheets, the whole stock being taken up by a 
London dealer in 1924. 

As it is not as widely known as might be 
how to tell these cancelled-to-order stamps, 
the cancellations (and dates thereof) used on 
these remainders are given hereafter in full: 

Bulawayo-Matabeleland: 20.1.98, 23.5.99, 
7.7.00. 

Gwelo-Matabeleland: 27.9.97, 21.11.98, 
0.3.99, 20.4.99, 19.6.99, 4.9.99. 

Salisbury-Mashonaland: 11. 7.97. 
Umtali-Rhodesia: Jan. '97, Jan. '98, Dec., 

'98, July '99. 
Umtali-Rhodesia, with large "41': 29.1.97, 

23.5.97, 18.7.97, 10.8.97, 20.1.98, 7.12.98, 19.7.99, 
5.3.00, 23.5.00. 

Gwelo - S. Rhodesia: 26,12.95, 24.11.98, 
20.l.05, 22.2.12. 

Salisbury-Rhodesia: 20.11.97, 16.l.00, 21.11. 
03, July '04. 

Bulawayo-Rhodesia ( circle and arc type) : 
April '00, 17.6.00, Dec. '00, ~ ov. '05, 28.8.07, 
24.11.10, 12.8.11, 22.8.11. 

Salisbury - S. Rhodesia: 22.4.03, 4.6.09, 
12.12.09, 2.9.10, 23.9.10, 23.10.10. 

The only uncancelled remainders w~re a few 
varieties and the 1910 Double Head £1 in the 
colour of the 10d. ( 100 only). 

( 3) Reuter's Telegraph Service. This 
operated from March to June, 1894 
during the construction of the tele
graph line from Bulawayo to Tati 
after the Matabele War. The object was 
to get messages to the telegraph line and to 
reduce costs of the runner service; it was 
opened to the public at the following charges 
from Bulawayo: to Figtree 2s. 6d., to Mangwe 
5s., to Ramaguatose River Station 10s. 

Fifty sheets of stamps, 18 to a sheet, were 
printed by cyclostyle on plain wove paper, 
gummed but imperforate, the top row 10s. 
value, middle row 5s. value, and the lower 
row 2s. 6d. value. Each value having the name 
of the wirehead to which it was valid. 

Of the stamps printed there were used 72 
of the 10s., 135 of the 5s., and 151 of the 2s. 
6d. The service was given up a month before 
the completion of the telegraph line as the 
Company's postal authorities ran a rival, and 
somewhat cheaper runner service, using high 
value posta.ge stamps. 

The "Telegraph Service" stamps were af
fixed to the message forms and cancelled 
thereon by Reuter's agent, Capt. Newman, 
with his initials and date in blue pencil. They 
were not sold to the public or dealers, and 
only copies of the telegraph forms were actu
ally sent by runner. 

0 PACIFIC OFFERS" 
6. Hong Kong Centennial cpl. used 17 /6 

7. New Guinea, various . . . . . . . . 1/6 

2. Dutch Indies Bomber Fund, used . . . . 2/6 

1. Fiji 2½d, War Prov. m. or u. . . 1/-
8. Philippines 1936, 2-30c. 'mint. . . . . 5/6 

6. New Zealand, Commerce cpl. m. ,. . 4/6 

11. New Zealand, Centennial, ord. and 
off. to 1/- m. . . . . . . . . . . 7 /6 

4. Papua Silver Jubilee cpl. m. . . . . 6/6 

2. New Guinea, SG 100 an<l 101 used 50/-

2. New Guinea, Air £2 and £5 used .. 250/-

(See Fyndem in S.C. page 165). 

Nett, Post Free. 

Approvals of "Pacific'' countries 
on request, against references. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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By J. H. HARVEY PIRIE and A,NDREW WATSON 
;11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111r. 

The writers have previously collaborated 
(with others) in writing up the Army post
marks and other postmarks found on "stamps 
used abroad" during the South African war of 
1899-1902. They had contemplated going on 
to deal in similar fashion with the Censor 
marks of that period, but have, temporarily at 
all events, abandoned this project. Their 
reason for this is that, judging from their own 
material available for study, the Censor marks 
are so numerous and of such variety that the 
work would have amounted merely to the com
pilation of a huge check-list without any great 
interest. Apart from one or two common 
types of Censor's marks which were in use at 
several of the large centres, each Censor was 
apparently at liberty to supply himself with 
any kind of stamp he chose or could obtain. 
Ry the end of the war there seems to have 
been a Censor in practically every town and 
dorp in South Africa so that there are, liter
ally, hundreds of varieties of Censor's marks 
to be found on covers. 

One compact group of Censor marks ap
peared, however, to the writers to be of more 
general interest, namely, marks on corres
pondence to or from Prisoners-of-war-hence 
the present communication. The study is 
based on a fairly large collection of covers and 
cards either sent to or coming from Prisoner
of-war camps; it is not claimed that it is nec
essarily complete, but it will at any rate pro
vide a good base for others to build on. In one 
particular respect the record is definitely in
complete inasmuch as no material was avail
able for a study of the marks on the corres
pondence of British Prisoners-of-war in the 
Boer camp (s) in the TransvaaJ. 

The material from the British camps for 
Boer Prisoners-of-war is dealt with on a geo
graphical basis, firstly, camps in South Af
rica, and then camps in other places, Ber
muda, St. Helena, Ceylon, and India, to which 
Prisoners-of-war were later transferred. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

(1) Green Point (Cape Town). 
(a) This was the first camp to be set up 

and its first mark gives no indication by itself 
of locality. It consists of a double-line circle, 
24 m.m. in diameter, with the wording inside 
the circle "Censor / Prisoners of War." The 
mark may be in red, black, blue or violet. 

(b) A mark probably introduced after the 
Belle Vue camp ( See below) had been started. 

Similar to the first but with, in addition, 
"Green / Point'' in two lines across the centre. 
In violet. 

On some covers re-addressed from this camp 
to others there may occur "Prisoner of War" 
stamped on them in black or in violet. 

(2) Belle Vue (Simonstown). 
A mark similar in all respects to the second 

type from Green Point described above but 
with "Belle Vue" across the centre. Occurs in 
violet, purple, or blue. 
(3) Ladysmith (Natal). 

(a) A double circle mark, the outer circle 
25 m.m. in diameter. "Prisoners of War / 
Ladysmith" between the circles and "Passed / 
Censor" in the centre. In violet. 

(b) A double-lined rectangle, 59 m.m. x 31 
m.m., with the date in the centre, round the 
top and sides "Staff Officer / For Prisoners 
of War / Ladysmith," at the bottom, all in 
manuscript, a signature followed by "Censor." 
Mark in red, signature in black. 

( c) A double lined oval, 44 m.m. x 30 m.m., 
with the date in the centre. Around the top 
two words indistinct but probably "Staff 
Officer" followed by "Prisoners-of-War." At 
the bottom, "Ladysmith." In violet. Only one 
specimen seen and on the same cover is the 
next mark. 

(d) A triangle, sides 25 m.m., base 31 m.m. 
Wording inside is "Passed / Censor / P. of 
,v." in violet. 

A matter on which the writers would like 
light to be thrown may be referred to here 
although it is not strictly speaking a purely 
Prisoners-of-War affair. On numerous cen
sored covers of the period are to be found 
stamped the following initials "P.B.C.," 
"N.P.R.,'' or "H.P.Y." They a1·e to be found on 
covers sent to or from prisoners of war, but 
also occur on other correspondence quite un
connected with them. "P.B.C." might he 
guessed as being "Passed by Censor," but 
what are the others? It may be added that 
such initials are certainly commonest on, if 
not entirely confined to, letters posted in, or 
sent to, the Orange Free State, so it may be 
that they are merely the initials of individual 
Censors in, say, Bloemfontein. Has any reader 
certain knowledge? 

BERMUDA. 

The Censor marks of Bermuda have been 
described and figured in a paper by M. H. 
Ludington entitled "The Postmarks of Ber
muda," published in The Stamp Lover, Vol. 
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XXXII, 1939, p. 131. We can only confirm 
his statements with the addition of a few 
other scraps of information. The marks are 
as follows: 

(a) Double circle, the outer 24 m.m. in di
ameter. \Vording between the circles, "Pris
oners of War / Bermuda;" across the centre, 
"Passed / Censor." In blue or in violet. 

(b) Double lined circle, 28 m.m. in diameter. 
Round the circumference inside, "Prisoners of 
War / Bermuda;;' in the centre, "Passed / 
Censor / 2." In black, blue-black or violet. 

(c) A triangle, apex down, sides 35 m.m., 
base 43 m.m. Wording, "Prisoners of War / 
Passed Censor / 3 / Bermuda." In mauve or 
magenta. 

(d) A rectangle with concave corners, 44 
m.m. x 21 m.m. Wording, "Prisoners of War / 
Passed Censor / 4 I Bermuda." In shades of 
violet, mauve, purple or magenta. 

Correspondence from Bermuda never shows 
more than one censor mark, No. ( a.) in blue 
being probably the commonest. Correspond
ence to Bermuda may show no Bermudan cen
sor's mark if the letter has been already cen
sored. This, of course, applies mainly to 
letters from South Africa. On the other hand 
there is also not infrequently one or other of 
the Bermuda marks additional to the original 
censoring. In not a few instances all four 
of the Bermuda markS: are to be found on one 
cover, but we have never seen a combination 
of two or of three of them-either none, one 
or four seems to have been the rule. 

There were camps at Bermuda on a num
ber of islands, Burtt's, Smith's, Darrell's, 
Morgan's, Hawkins' .and Tucker's. It was ap
parently not always clearly recorded in ,vhich 
camp a prisoner might be as covers addressed 
to them not infrequently bear inscriptions 
such as "Not Smith's," "Not Darrell's," or 
"Try Morgan's" or "Try Hawkins'." These 
inscriptions are mostly in manuscript, but one 
fairly common one, "Try Tucker's" is a rub
ber stamp in red. 

('l'o be continued). 

BRITISH COLONIAL. 

500 All different 
1000 
1500 
2000 
3000 
4000 

12/6 
42/6 
85/-

£8 
£20 
£35 

All packet collections are warrant€d to contain 
only standard varieties of used and unused stamps. 

If not satisfied money will be immediately 
refunded. Payments by any manner most 
convenient for you, but payable in India. 

S. M. A. JAFAR, 
263, Na.rkuJ:a Gll/nj. Bareilly, India. 

INSECTS DAM.AGING STAMP ALBUMS .. 
A correspondent writes: You have recently 

been publishing valuable articles on the pre
vention or cure of "rust" on stamps, but I 
have never seen any mention of trouble 
caused by insects eating album leaves. Could 
any of your readers give me adviee o,n this 
matter? 

I use Rapkin specialist albums and I find 
that the transparent interleaving is being 
eaten by insects, of which there appear to be 
two different kinds. One is very small, just 
a tiny black SP'eck, and when removed it 
leaves a black powder like soot; the other is 
rather larger and of a chestnut colour. I 
would be very tha.nkful of advice · on how to 
prevent these ravages. 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll,Jltflklll 

( ConUnned j/'(/,n puye lOS). 

Northern Rhodesia.-Mr. R. Roberts, in the 
"Philatelic Mag.azine," reports new shades in 
the latest printings of the id., ld., Hd., 3d., 
2s. 6d., 3s. and 10s. 

Ruandi-Urundi.-A new set of 20 denom
inations, with designs mainly similar to those 
of the Belgian Congo chronicled last month. 

Palm Trees-5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 50 and 
60 centimes. 

Head of a Chief-75c, 1f and 1f 25. 
Leopard-lf 75, 2f and 2f 50. 
Askari-Sf 50, 5f, 6f, 7f and 10:f. 
Zebra Head-20f. 

A. Lichtenstein. 
Syria and Lebanon.-N ew stamps, indica

tive of the independence of these territories, 
are expected soon. 

U.S.A.-A new 5c is announced in honour 
of China's war effort. This will show China's 
emancipation, Dr. Sun Yat Sen, alongside of 
Abraham Lincoln. 

On 4th July there was issued what is de
scribed .as a 3c "Win the War" Commemora
tive. Is it usual to commemorate an event in 
advance? The martime eagle, with its wings 
in the shape of a V, the official symbol of the 
U.S. Maritime Commission, is the basic de
sign of this stamp. The stamp does not ap
pear to have won general .approval in phila
telic circles. One writer says that although 
this eagle may have punch in a. large coloured 
poster, in the small colourless stamp it looks 
"more like a glamourized parrot begging for 
a cracker" than a fighting bird. Well, well, 
there is nothing like a free democracy for 
criticism! 
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There are two railway lines in Tanganyika 
Territory, one from Tanga to Moshi (known 
as the Usambara Ry. under the German ad
min~stration); the other, the Central Ry., 
from Dar-es-salaam to Kigoma on Lake Tang
anyika, with a branch going off at Tabora to 
M wanza on Lake Victoria. 

The Post Office Guide states that a P.O. 
car is attached to the Tanga-Moshi, Dar-es
salaam-Kigoma and Dar-es-salaam-Mwanza 
trains, also that there is a T.P.O. on Lake 
Tanganyika, based on Kigoma. 

These services are in operation at the pres
ent time. 

Registered letters are accepted in these 
T.P.0.'s. I have a label reading T.P.O. No. 1 

DSM 
KIGOMA T.P.O. 

In some countries "Up" and "Down" ser
vices mean towards or away from railway 
headquarters. Here they are to be interpreted 
literally; "Up" on a T.P.O. mark meaning that 
it was applied on a train running up (in
land) from the coast, and "Down" the reverse. 

Following are the marks in my collection: 

TANGA-MOSHI LINE 

These seem harder to get than those of the 
Central line, and they are nearly always poor 
impressions. 

(1) Only a single copy. Double circle mark, 
outer circle approx. 30 m.m. in diameter. 
Wording between circles is TANGA MOSHI 
T.P.O. Across the centre in 3 lines UP 18SP 
1929. 

(2) Double circle mark as before, but word
ing now is KILIMANJARO T.P.O. with two 
heavy bars separated by a small cross at the 
bottom. Centre as before with either UP or 
DN. The earliest date I have is 24 MY 1933. 

CENTRAL LINE. 

Type and size of marks in general same as 
that on the Tanga line, but usually lighter 
and more clearly struck. 

(3) Worded DARESSALAAM-KIGOMA 
T.P.O. No. 1 with a short heavy bar at bot
tom. Date in two lines in centre. The same 
stamper seems to have been used on both up 
and down runs. 

(4) Worded DARESSALAAM-TABORA 
T.P.O. with UP or DOWN and short heavv 
bar at bottom. Date in two lines in centre. 
Earliest seen 1931. 

(5) Worded DSM-MWANZA-T.P.O. with 
two bars separated by a cross at bottom. Date 
in two lines in centre. Same stamper seems 

t.o have been used in both rlirections. Karliest 
seen .June, 1!)32. 

(G) Worded TABORA-.MWANZA T.P.O. 
with two bars at bottom. 1933. 

(7) As No. 6 but with UP or DmVN after 
T.P.O. 1935 and later. 

(8) Worded TABORA-KIGOMA T.P.O. 
with UP or DOWN. Bar at bottom and date 
in two lines in centre. 

(9) Single 30 m.m. circle. Date 1933. Word
ing TAB KGO TPO. Date In two lines in 
centre. 

C=J111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u1@ 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted b"T 

A. E. Basden, Box 288, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch, Belgian, Danish, Por
tuguese; .all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

If interested in Union large or small 
Mint Blocks, Postage, Dues, Officials, 
write to: 

E. Tamsen, Rox 13, Nylstroom. 

W anted.-Mint Free French and used 
high values of George VI for cash 
or exchange against any British 
Colonials, send offers and want lists to 

S. Kaganson, 440 Albert Road, Salt 
River. 

Wanted.-Natal (before 1874); Trans
vaal ( First Republic and Boer War 
"locals"); Griqualand West. 

Rev. Noel Roberts, Booys-ens, Johannes
burg. 

Natal /Covers Wanted; also Boer War 
Entires used in Natal. 

Hurst, Box 512, Durban. 
0••·······················••11111111111111111111111111111111,11111111111111111111,1111111111EJ 
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SOCIETY 

l'HILA'.rBLIC socm'.rY 0:b' JOHANN,lj]SBUlt<l. 
l'resi-clcnt, J. H. Harvey Pirie; Hon. Secretary, 

L. Buchen, Box 49G7, Johannesburg. Meeti11gN, 2rnl 
Tuesdays, 8 p.m., Sanlam Building, Loveday Street, 
. Johannesburg. 

At the July meeting Dr. Pirie exhibited a remark
a.lJle collection of the stamps of JUast Africa. Begin
ning wi1h the stamps of British East Africa, lw 
showed a particularly complete collection, inclnlling 
numerous inperforate varieties, and the set of tlw 
1891 hand-stamped provisionals. Indian stamps used 
ln l\Iombasa were also shown. 

In the Kenya collection a remarkable display of 
mint stamps up to and including the variouH 50 rupt~e 
and £20 Yalues were shown. In the 1925 set, Dr. 
Pirie showed specimen stamps of the highest values. 

'l'he early Uganda stamps were well represented 
and many of the typewrittfm stamps were shown. In 
the 1902 set, the overprint varieties were included. 

This collection is one of the finest ever shown at 
this Society, including as it dor>s nearly all of the 
great rarities of this interesting group of countries. 
The mounting and writing up of this colleetion was 
in Dr. Pirie's own inimitable style. 

On the lltll! August, the Philatelic Section of the 
Jewish Guild were the visitors of our Society. After 
t·he formal business of the meeting had been disposed 
of, nr. Alec Kaplan took the chair on behalf of 
the ,Jewish Guild, and thanked the Society for the 
honour and privilege accorded to the Jewish Guild 
by this invitation. 

Mr. Buchen exhibited an almost complete collection 
of Bosnia and a selection of German Tete-Beebe. 

Mr. Gladstone then exhibited a little lot of Mod
ern Russian stamps. 

Mr. I. Isaacs showed rather au unusual exhibition. 
This consisted of a collection of stamps annotated 
with quotations from poets since the days of Chaucer. 
These quotations were very apt, and as Mr. Isaacs 
explained in his short introductory talk the stamps 
must have been based on the poetic quotations (? ?) • 

Dr. Kaplan wound up the evening with a special
ised collection of the stamps of Rmnania. 

The attendance was remarkably good, and great 
interest was shown in these ont-of-thei-way foreign 
collections. 

+++ A.K. 

PRETORIA PHILA1'ELIC SOCIETY. 
Presiclent, A. E. Basden: Hon. Secretary, H. A. 

Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., Technical CoJiege. 

4th August.-Mr. Hawke read some interesting 
philatelic extracts. 

Five short papers were read. Mr. Beyers read an 
article dealing with the financial stability of 
philately. He compared the prices of some stamps 
in lVOO and 1V42. Dr. Broom gave a short account 
of the stamps of Zululand. He commented on the 
low price of many of the stamps considering the 
small number printed of some of them. :t\Jr. Giova
netti described some of the aspects of philately in 
Australia, including the pa1·t played by Rowland Hill. 
Mr. Hawke read au article dealing with the cancel
lation of the Mozambique Charter and the official 
taking over at Beira IJ;r the Portugtwse Gon·nunent. 
Prof. ,vager gave a short nccount of the Island or 
Timor and of the PortuglH•se stamp:,; is:,;ue<l for use 
in the island. Jle showed his collection of the stamps 
of 'J'imor. 

17th August.---Jn the unfortunate ah1wnce of a 
paper ::.\Ir. Konya stepp(!d into tlw breach and gave 
the members an interesting description of the dif
ferent method:,; Plllplo;p"d iu the printing of Rtarnps. 
I [e show!'(! how 1 he <liff PrPn1" imp1'PH8io11R Wl'l'C 11u1<lP 
on 1 lw <lie:,; whid1 rnay lw of ('OJIPPI", stPt'l 01· storn•. 
llP then wen1" on to the rno<l<•rn roto-granu·e pro
cess. Some of the IJest stamps p1·intPd, however, are 
still to IJe fuuntl amongst the old classics. 

H.A.,v. 

PHILATELIC SOCHJ'.rY OF NATAL. 
l'l'e1S•ide11t, P. C. Bishop; Hon. Sec., G. Milner 

l'alnH'r, P.O. Box /588, Durhan. .1fecti1t[!8, ]Ju1·ban 
<'amera Club,. 31!l Smith Street, 1st and 3rd \Ye(\
nPsdays, 7 p.m., Natal tim<'. 

Braving the blacked-out streets, over 30 uwmbet·s 
and visitors attended t.he meeting of 5th August 
at our new rendezvous, the Durban Camera Club, 319 
Smith Street. It was a pleasure to welcome Mr. 
l\lcGregor, a member of the Port Elizabeth Society, 
also a number of Service philatelists "passing 
through." ,ve provisionally accepted two applications 
for country and one for town membership, for con
firmation later . 

Discussion as to holdi11g earlier meetings, en
abling 11s to take adn111tage of- Natal's daylight sav
ing. end<'d in a resolution to begin all future meet
ings at 7 p.m., Natal time. 

The president gave his postponed display and notes 
on Madagascar, taking in the whole of the Madagas
ear Archipelago, with refen!nces to Nossi Be, Diego 
~uarez, l\Jayott<~ and other islands of tlw Comoro 
Group. l\lr. Bishop expressed surprise that the 
stamps of the "British Consular Mail" and the 
"British Inland Mail" are allowed full catalogue 
status, though palpably only local issues, while the 
locals issued by the Norwegian Missionary 8ociety 
are ignored. He adYocated a little more consistency 
in the treatment of local stamps for catalogue pur
poses, if allowed entry to tile catalogue at all. A vote 
of thanks for the paper and display was moved by 
Mr. Hurst, and cordially endorsed. 

+++ G.M.P. 

CAPE TOWN PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 
l-'re1,ident, K. Alexander; Hon. Sec., K. Camerou, 

!), l'inew;ay, Pinelands, Cape; Meet-ing1,, 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays, Medical House, 85, \Vale Street, Cape 
'l'own, at 8 p.m. . 

23rd July, 1942.-The exhilJitor of the evening was 
one of the stalwarts of the Society, Mr. J. A. Pear
son, an old and valued member of the Society, who 
displayed his fine collection of the stamps of Sweden. 
These included the first issues and many rarities, the 
condition of the stamps being of a very fine class 
and were most attractively displayed. that ranged 
from 1855 to the present day issues. Items calling 
for special mention amongst this collection were: 

18/55 4, G, 8 sk. bco. 
1858 complete set mint containing the 3 shades 

of the nine ore. 
1862 The! rare 17 ore grey mint. 
1872 Complete mint set including G ore, grey, 

mint and used. 
1886 Mint set, with 10 01·e Carmine on grey paper. 
1891-1936 Complete mint sets including all com

memorative stamps, Postal Union Congress 
and Universal Postal Union issues. 

There were many other items of interest, almost 
too numerous to mention. 

Mr. Pearson was suitably thanked by l\Ir. 0. Han
sen, who gave a short account of the postal history 
of Sweden. 

The President referred to the b<'reavement suf
fered by one of tlle old aml e><teemed members, ::\Ir. 
:b,rank Ca1·twright. of Somerset "rest, who had re
cently loAt his wife. The lll('rnbers rose as a mark 
of respect. 

Appeals to the memlJers were ma(le hy the presi
dent for the donation of stamps for sale in aid of 
war funds. 

13th August, 1942.-~'l'he display portion of the 
evening was reserved for i\11'. Ii:li:r,Pr Blum, who of
fered for sale the selection of stamps laid on the 
table by thiA esteemPd and rl:'specte<l membPr of the 
Society. 'I'll!' splectiou compri:;;ed, comparatively 
speakin1!:, the most sought aftpr modPrn issuPs of n 
nuiety of countril's. 'l'lw stamps were ("agerly 
::mapped up by tlw memlwr:.; "·lto. lllHlonbtedly, ap
preeiated the temporary chnnµ:e from the routine of 
set displays. 

'L'hereafter the ui-11al auetio11 :,;al(' WaH proceeded 
with, as was dorn~ at the p1·p1·io11s llll'Pting, :.111d the 
hiddinµ: w:is hrisk. 

At: both meetiugH there W(•n• a <·ousidt>rahlP Hlllll-· 
IH'I" of visitors present, and thPAP meetings were 
wPll attended by the membe1·H of the Society. 

Stamps donated at this nweting for war funds re-
alised £5 18s. 7d. E.C.S. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

108 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. September, 1942. 

NLUU,L,\~11 ::--'J'.\.l\.ll' <'LUH. 
Pr,8id.P11f, "·· n. Farqnhar. r.o. Hl:rntyrµ; Hon. 

::frcrctnry, l,. ,J. Pa\'id,-011, P.O. Lirnlw. 
.June l\lecting.--Jlr. Baird wa.~ in thP cltail', our 

president being a"·nJ• on a well-earned holiday in 
~outh Africa. 

Attendance "·as sligh1ly helow ;fferage, but an in
teresting evening w:u; well spent hy all those who 
were able to turn 11p. l\lr. Anson was welcomed m, 
a new member. 

:Many •1ueries and qnestions of wide interest w1•re 
raised and discussed. 

A set of "Quir." ieas.-rs, a1Tanged hy the hou. 
sec., proved to he uoue too crus1'y f,w our yersatil<' 
,\Ir. Hullneck wlto 1-1olYed most of the poser:-:, sho\Yiug 
his flair for the t.n>e of teasers chosPn for the 
evening. 

l\fr. C . . T. Christowi1z gailw<l hoth first and secornl 
drnw for the evening, 

Exchanges and sales were w<>ll supported hy most 
members present, though' fresh material is yery hanl 
to obtain. 

,July l\leeting.~Dr. Baird ngain took the chair; 
attendance was above ayerage despite some of our 
members having to attend ihe Nyasaland Community 
Chest meeting. 

The hon. sec. reported on matters discussed and 
arranged at a meeting of the Club's Advisory Com
mittee. l\lr. H. Booth was thanked for his offer to 
assist in the. purchase of C<'rtain requisites which 1 lw 
Club has been needing for a long time. News items 
were passed round and di!'.cussed, members were asked 
not to be backward in raising any points that to 
them were obscure or awlnvard, as other members 
were always keen to offer help or advice. 

A large batch of approval books was aYailable, but 
1 here is a dearth of recent new issues and modern 
material that most members are en ihe look-out for. 

Refreshments, as usual light and dainty, brought 
the pleasant evening to a (']ose round about 7 p.m. 

L.J.D. 

+++ 
EAST RAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, Mrs. G. Wood; Hon. Sec., E. N. Rigg, 
103 Kemston Avenue, Benoni; Meetings, 3rd Tues
days, 8 p.m .. Hotel Regent, Benoni. 

At the August meeting after the news of thE! 
month, given by Mr. Suklje, and the formal busi
ness, the members were shown two extremely fine 
collections of stamps. 

The first exhibit was portion of the late l\lr. 
Cohen's collection, displayed by Mr. Fine. It con
sisted of stamps from the following countries: Den
mark, Sweden, Norway, Palestine, Finland, Transvaal 
from 1883 up to 1909, with various overprints and 
surcharges and postage rlues, Orange River Colony 
up to the Edward issue. Natal, St. Helena, Gold 
Coast, Hong Kong, Strai1 Hettlements, and India. 

The second exhibit was Mr. Riordan's very fine all 
mint collection of the following: Gambia, starting 
with 1898 issue right up to the 1938 issue of Geo. 
VI, Ascension. 1922, rn24, 1 n:H, and 1938 issues, 
St. Helena, 1912-1916, HH2-l!H3, Hl22-27, Centen
ary Set 1934, and 1938 issue, British Somaliland 
1921 right up toi 1941--12 issue, Aden 1937 and 1939; 
Cyprus 1912, Hl24. rn:,rn is:sues. !30th .Anniversary 
of British rule, 1934 and 19::18 issues. 

'l'he following countriei:-: were also i-hown: Malta, 
Gibraltar, Kenya, Gold Coast, Seychelles, Sierra 
Leone, Nigeria, SouthPrn Rhodesia, South-"'est 
Africa, Northern Rhode,-ia, nasntol:rnd, Rechuan:1-
lnnd, Swaziland. 

This collection consisted of some very fine material 
and wai- well written up and there was very few 
vacant spaces in the whole collection. 

E.1\1.R. 

+++ 
O.F.S. AND BASUTOLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY. 

President, Mr. J. B. Levy; Hon. Secretary, 1'.fr. 
R. C. Lyon, Box 702, Bloemfontein; .Meetings, 3rd 
l•'ridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein. 

• U the August meeting four new members were 
0nrolled, which seems to be the average increase at 
every meeting lately. l\Ir. ,T. Lewis, the exchnngt> 
1-nperintendent, reported that this increase will llP
eessitate the creation of a fourth exchange district, 

and memhers all ovpr the •·011ntr,v are 111·gentl.v r<' 
quested to SPilfl in rnorn matPri:il for ex<"han.!!Y 
packeis. 

On :\Ir. Lil'htt•11,;t(•in':-. propm,al, the m1•Pting dP
cided 1 hat l he Society adopts :t prisoner of war. 'l'he 
monthly contribution will be raised by stamp sales 
and individual contrihntions. In this connection. a 
general appeal is mnde to send stamps to the sec
retary for this good cause. 

.An interesting paper ou Free State stamps waR 
read by :Mr. J1J. Robertson, who gave unln1ow·n par
ticulars about the negotiations preceding the first 
OL'der and supply of these stamps, 

Dr. K. Freund displayed some more pages from 
his great l\lafeking collection, with mint and used 
blocks, and reconstrucied rows (complete settings) 
of the higher denominations. 

::\lr. J. B. Levy displayed a sheet of the new Union 
l½d. which had not appeared yet in .Bloemfontein. 

.A humorous display "·as given by ::\Ir. Lichten
stein which consisted of modern pictorials arranged 
according to shades as "All Blaclrn," "Oranges and 
Lemons," "Basket with Oreens," etc. 

Another exhibit, arranged in lighter vein, was 
shown by ::\lr. C. A. Larsen, who E<howed stamp oddi
ties from his "Scrap Book." 

'£here was so much to be seen and discussed about 
stamps at this meeting that two more displays had 
1 o be postponed for the next meeting on September 
18. 

K.F'. 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

SOME NEW ISSUES 
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Barbados.-The Hd. and 3d. are now perf. 
14 all round. 

Belgian Congo.-One sheet of the Provis
ional 75c on 1.75 fr orange Albert Memorial 
has been found with the overprint inverted.
"Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News." 

Brazil.-Recently issued Commemoratives 
received from Dr. Mario de Sanctis are: (a) 
A blue 1200 reis for the centenary of Presi
dente de Morais, and (b) a red 1000 reis for 
that of Bernardino de Campos; (c) 200r blue 
and 400r chestnut issued on 1st May in square 
lozenge shape for the 2nd Agro-Pecuarian Ex
position of Central Brazil. These stamps 
bear a picture of the head of a bull of the 
Indu-Brazilian strain of cattle. 

Dr. de Sanctis also reports the issue, in 
January, of a special transparent one mil rei8 
stamped envelope for the purpose of sending
paper money. 

Fiji.-A new 2d. frame and medallion a8 
before but the central vignette shows a pic
ture of Government House. Magenta and 
Green, perf. 13½. 

Iraq.-The first stamp, 10 fils, to bear the 
portrait of King Feisal II has appeared. 

Mexico.-In connection with the opening, 
in February, of an astro-physical observa
tory, there were issued a very striking series 
of astronomical stamps figuring such things 
as a solar eclipse and various nebulae, or star 
clusters . 

Nigeria.-The latest printing of the 2s. 6d. 
value is in a new perforation, 13½ all round. 

( Oontin ued 1Jn page 103). 
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PHILATELY IN HIGH QUARTERS 

In olden days rulers and potentates, whe1~ 
sending each other gifts as expressions of 
g·oodwill, used to exchange such things a~ 
jewelled swords, ropes of pearls, batches of 
slaves (male or female, as the occasion indi
cated) or, perhaps, if feeling very generous 
or wanting something very badly in exchange., 
they might even hand over a border satrapy 
or two. 

Times change, and manners with them. 
What happens to-day? In some quarters a 
few· squadrons of dive-bombers, complete with 
crews and ground staff, appear to be con
sidered suitable expressions of goodwill. 
Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes ! 

In more respectable circles a collection of 
the stamps of the donor's country is thought 
to be more fitting. 

Through the courtesy of the Bureau of 
Information we have been shown photographs 
of collections ·of the current issues of South 
African stamps sent by our gallant leader, 
the Prime Minister, to H.M. The King and to 
President Roosevelt. 

The collections are in beautiful leather 
bound albums with the Union coat of arms 
on the outside. 

The inscriptions read: 
"His Most Excellent Majesty, King George 

VI. May it please your Majesty to accept this 
album containing specimens of the current 
issues of postage stamps of the Union of 
South Africa and the Mandated Territory of 
South-West Africa. It is offered with my 
respectful homage and duty, in the hope that 
it will be of interest to your Majesty. 

"I have the honour to be, your Majesty's 
most humble and obedient servapt." 

(Signed) J. C. Smuts, 
Field Marshal, 

Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa, 
"Libertas," Pretoria, May, 1942. 

and 

"The Honourable Franklin Delano Roose
velt, President of the United States of, 
America. As a gesture of goodwill I send you 
this album containing specimens of current 
issues of postage stamps of the Union of 
South Africa a,nd the Mandated Territory of 
South-West Africa." 

(Signed) J. C. Smuts., 
Field Marshal, 

Prime Minister of the Union of South Africa, 
"Libertas," Pretoria, April, 1942. 

H-cl. "Bantam" Error. 
The marginal imprint, "Buy Union Loan 

Certificates," etc., round sheets of these 
stamps is apparently printed at a separate 
operation from the printing of the actual 
stamps. Probably the same forme is intended 
to be used for all denomi.nations of reduced 
size stamps. Anyhow, some sheets appeared 
on sale in which the top marginal imprint 
was misplaced and took the form of an over
print on the first row of stamps. 

When this error was discovered instructions 
were immediately sent out that all such 
sheets were to be returned to store. How 
many have actually got into circulation jg 
not known. 
New Denomination. 

We have it on good authority that the 
ls. 3d. denomination is to he revived, mainly 
with the object of meeting the air mail rate. 
What the design is to be has not yet been 
divulged. 
Airgraphs from Britain. 

The Union Airgraph Service to Great 
Britain was started, it will be remembered, on 
1st May. The return service to the Union 
and intermediate points began on 10th 
Sept·ember. 
War Postmarks. 

The slogan postmark, "Don't Talk About 
Ships," is now in use at Port Elizabeth. A 
new type of Army Postmark has been noted, 
reading "A.P.O./U51." 
"½cl. Bantam." 

This is now on sale at some offices .. 
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CAN THESE OVERPRINTS 
BE HANDSTAMPED ? 

By STEPHEN G. RICH 

COMMENTS BY A. E. BASDEN. 

Dear Mr. Editor, 
You have invited me to say a word in reply 

to Mr. Rich's article in "The S.P .A. Journal'' 
dealing with the large id. double surcharges 
O.F.S., S.G.76. He questions the method of 
application of the second surcharge, hitherto 
accepted as being done by hand-stamp. His 
hypothesis is ingenious-such as one would 
be glad to accept, especially if anxious to 
solve a problem. But I fear it must he re.: 
jected-unless, of course, he can solve the 
following riddles which invariably come to 
mi.nd in thinking over his theory: 

(1) how does he account for the fact that 
in all double surcharges one is al ways 
type g (S.G.75)? 

(2) how does he account for the treble sur
charges-two of which are always 
type g? 

These questions may appear easy to answer 
off-hand-but not when you look at thes·e 
stamps in your album. 

I admit we are generally too apt to accept 
as gospel ( without due enquiry into the facts) 
the apparently authoritative statements of our 
forefathers; and I am afraid many a.r,e too 
apt also to jump to conclusions on scanty 
evidence. These are very common failings. 

I must, however, say that I put great faith 
in statements in publications such as the 
"London Philatelist," because I have seen 
something of the work and methods of the 
members of "The Royal"; and generally I 
accept de Raay as I have found him pains
taking a,nd reliable. 

In support of the contention that the second 
surcharge was applied individually and not in 
the manner suggested by Mr. Rich, I offer the 
following arguments, which, I think, are typic
ally borne out by the illustratio.ns to his 
article: 

( 1) the second surcharge is seldom, if ever, 
central but is usuallv to the left of the 
stamp; ·· 

(2) the second surcharge is always of the 
same type and it would have been ex
traordinary if the printer (and more so 
if it were the apprentice!) had set up 
a fresh form exclusively of one type 
from the mixed lot at hand; 

(3) even an apprentice would have set the 
type to bring the surcharges evenly at 
each printing if he were working as 
methodically as suggested; 

( 4) he would have set his type equally 
vertically and horizontally; 

( 5) he would have made some effort at 
alignment more particularly hori
zontally; 

(G) why (and would he) set up a form f;;. 
only one stamp on the upper pane? 

(7) why go to all the trouble of setting up 
two new vertical rows ( and excepting 
two stamps in the second!) when he 
could have re-surcharged in the way 
suggested by Mr. Rich with the type 
in the form already set up? 

Yet there is one quite important point in 
favour of Mr. Rich's hypothesis (apart from 
the smoothness of the additional surchage) 
viz., the fact that stamps Nos. 5 and 7 in the 
second vertical row, bottom pane, were neither 
doubly nor trebly surcharged, according to de 
Raay's diagrams, while in both cases all the 
rest of the stamps in that row were. 

But against this has to be set off the fact 
that there are doubles that do not correspond 
to the complete setting (two panes) illus
trated in diagram in de Raay ! This is illus
trated by the photograph on page 338. So 
what? 

This brings me to my penultimate objection 
to the Rich hypothesis, viz., would the 
printer ( or the apprentice) go to the trouble 
of setting up more than one form and cutting 
out more than one ov,erlay; and to cutting out 
overlays that would give the result shown 
in the diagram ( de Raay) where o,nly one 
stamp is doubled on the upper pane and two 
stamps are excluded in the second vertical 
row of the lower? 

And, finally, Mr. Rich suggests that the 
printer "would naturally use portions of the 
form which had been used for the regular 
run." But it is clear from the information set 
out above that he did not do so. N everthe
less it is what one would have expected him 
to do seeing that the form had not been 
broken up. If the printer had taken any ver
tical rows he could not have got two rows 
alJ of type g; and we know that the form had 
not been broken up because it was used ( pro
bably clandestinely) in the production of 
those fancy surcharges (S.G.82a to 82k) 
where the 3d. was surcharg·ed with both the 
figure "!" and the words "Halve Penny." 

Possibly Mr. Rich has gone wrong in the 
use of terms, as is so frequently the case 
(unfortunately) in philately. The terms 
''hand-stamp" and "hand-struck" S'eems to be 
used on occasion synonymously with "hand
press." 

I refuse to be emphatic, but my opinion re
mai,ns (as the bulk of the evidence favours 
the view) that these extra surcharges were 
made individually; which., after all, is the. 
real point at issue. 

Yours faithfully, 
A. E. BASDEN, 
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[The following comment received from Dr. 
Mosely is so apposite that it is also g-iven. 
It appears to us that Mr. Rich will Re hard 
put to it to counter his critics.-Ed.J 

The Editor., 
"South African Philatelist." 

Sir, 

I_ am surprised to read i,n the reprint of the 
article by Mr. Stephen Rich in your Septem
ber issue that he supports the mistaken and 
exploded view that the double overprints on 
t~e O.F. State No. 76 were produced by run
mng th~ sheets a second time through the 
press with an overlay to protect some of the 
stamps from unnecessary overprinting. 

One ounce of fact outweighs a ton of theory 
no matter how i,ngenious. If readers wiil 
refer to the "Philatelic Journal of Great 
Britain," April, 1940, they will find an ar
ticle b~ me on these double overprints, with il
lustrat10ns of a complete sheet. Apparently ii 
has escaped Mr. Rich's notice; it contraverb.; 
by ocular proof every one of his theoretical 
submissions. 

If they will examine the illustration of the 
lower half of the sheet, they will see in Row 
9 ·of the left lower pane Nos. 1, 2 and 3, are 
consecutive doubles; that No. 1 is tilted to the 
right a,nd displaced .downward almost to the 
perforations; that No. 2 is still more tilted 
to the right and slightly displaced upwards, 
while No. 3 is normal, both as regards. tilting 
and position. This disproves that the sheet 
could have been fed in by hand whether 
skilled or unskilled, were not set evenly or 
squarely against the guides on the platen, and 
the further statement that "the tilting of the 
overprint is the same o,n both stamps of a 
pair." 

Since writing the article I have seen yet 
another pane so that I have seen altogether 
six complete left panes and a block of the 
first two columns and the number of doubles 
in a pane varies from one to twenty being one, 
two, five, seven., eight·ee.n and twenty. Not 
only do the number of doubles per pane 
differ, but in no two panes are they alike 
either in number ·or position. So much for 
machine printing. 

No one will contradict Mr. Rich that the 
surcharging of Seychelles was done by 
machine printing, but the varieties double 
overprint and overprint omitted in pair with 
normal occur from defective printing due to 
the misplacement of a sheet or sheets on the 
press similar to the like varities in St. Helena 
S.G. 18E and 18L, but I fail to see how this 
supports a belief that the O.F.S. doubles oc
curred from a like cause. 

Yours faithfully, 

EDWARD MOSELY. 

~-------····---------------1 
I STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S ST AMPS I 
L~------~~------~~~~ 

The Editor, 
"South African Philatelist." 

Sir, 
I was much interested in the article on the 

"FRANCESTOWN, S. AFRICA" postmark, 
by Mr. A. A. Jurgens in your June issue just 
to hand. Since my article in the "London 
Philatelist," to which he refors, appeared, in 
August, 1941, I made a further reference to 
this postmark in the issue of April last, and 
I venture to think thaf it cleared up some 
of the points he mentions. The ''LOBATSI" 
postmark which he illustrates, and of which 
he was kind enough to send· me a tracing 
some time ago, is also referred to. 

My remark, "They are extremely· rare, pro 
bably unique," naturally refers to the context 
regarding the fifteen registered covers, and 
not the stamps; the latter, · however, are 
scarce here. 

I would like to. hear from anyone who has 
any covers' used during the Boer War, bear~ 
ing the "FRANCESTOWN, S. AFRICA" 
postmark. Many of these covers bear post
marks of places down the line which are of 
historical interest as may be seen in rriy ar~ 
ticle in the "Lo,ndon Philatelist" of Octobert 
1935, under the title, "Tati Concession. Som( 
echoes of the Boer War." 

Yours, etc., 
H. C. DANN. 

15 Woodlands Road, 
Bushey, Herts, England. 

Now in. stock: 

STA1N~EY GIBBONS' 
BRITISH EMPIRE CATALOGUE 

1942 Edition. 

Price 12s., n~gistered postage 10d. extra. 

Also in. stock : 
NEW UP-TO-DATE SUPPLEMENT '1'0 
GIBBONS' 1941 FOREIGN CATALOGUE. 
Thousands of alterations. to prices in 1941 
foreign catalogue and list of all new issues 

since 1941 catalogue was published: 

Price 4s., post free. 

ST.AMP ALBUMS : 

We still. ha Ye a fair stock of spri'ngback loose
leaf albums in all sizes, but as no more may 
be imported those requiring nev>' p.lbums should 
get into touch with us without delay. Extra 
leaves for most of Gibbons' ,111d Rapkin's loose
leaf albums can still be supplied, out stocks 
are small. 

ROBERTSON STAMP COMPANY 
(PTY.) LTD. 

P.O. Rox 5826. 

,JOH.ANNBSBURG. 

Shop at 14 Old Arcade, 100 Market Street, 
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STANLEY GIBBONS CATALOGUE, 
Part I. British Empire, 1942. 

. The :1ew Gibb~m's Catalogue recently pub
lished is a credit to the publishers and the 
British printing trade. Considering the fact 
that the standing type and illustration bloch 
of all the Gibbon's catalogues were destroyed 
by enemy action in 1941, it is all the more 
remarkable that the catalogue was reset in 
such an excellent manner. The quality of 
the paper11 the printing, and ihe plates are of 
a remarkably high degree of excellence. 

In their Introduction the publishers state 
"that many hundreds of prices have been 
altered, but so rapid is the swing of the stamp 
market at the present time that a number of 
quotations will probably be already obsolete by 
the time this volume is published. For this 
reason we have had to refrain from quoting 
many of the stamps of King George VI in 
used condition, as these change so rapidly in 
value that any figure inserted at the time of 
going to press might be hopelessly wrong on 
publication. Revision has consisted mainly of 
the addition of new issues, and owing to pres
sure of work on our depleted editorial staff, 
we havE: had to hold over the majority of the 
suggestions for textual correction and im
provement received since the last edition was 
published.'' 

There can be no doubt that there is a boom 
in Britain at the present time. Many new col
l~ctors have been created by Black Out condi
tions, and the dealers are experiencing great 
dif fi~ulty in replenishing their stocks; more 
particularly so as they cannot import from 
non-Sterling countries. 

T~is greater demand for stamps has ac
cordmgly resulted in a large increase in the 
catalogue prices of stamps. But this tend
ency to increase prices has been borne out by 
the auction prices realised. 

There is an all-round increase in the prices 
of all George V and George VI issues. 

In the African group it is pleasant to know 
that the "{!nion. stamps have at last begun 
to go up m price. The 1925 and 1929 air 
sets both show healthy increases. The London 
and Pretoria printed pictorials show uniform 
increases, and the Government Commemora
tives, Jubilees, and the Huguenot stamps all 
show increases. 

Basutoland, Bechuanaland and Swaziland 
stamps have increased in prices in the George 
V issues. South-West Africa and the Orange 
I:ree State are ~till in the doldrums, showing 
httle or no variation. 

As the publisher explained, the Cape tri
an!?;ulars and most of the rectangulars, and 
Mafeking and Vryburg and Natal issues be
tween 1857 and 1864 and overprinted issues, 

and the Edwardian stamps are shown at in
creased price quotation. 

In the Rhodesian group, the early Rhodesian 
stamps show a rise, but the Double Heads 
and the Admirals show little or no fluctuation. 
All the George V issues of Southern Rhodesia 
are increased in prices. Southern Rhodesia 
is still a very popular country, and all the 
stamps up to 1937 have increased in price. It 
is worth noting that the ls. Perf. 14 of 1937 
has again risen to 25s. mint and 20s. used. 
Even at this price this stamp is under
catalogued, more particularly so in the mint 
state. 

!he ~tamps_ of Keny~ _have been providing 
philatelists with surpnsmg changes of per
foration, and the George VI £1 value Perf. 
lH x 131, has jumped from 25s. to 70;, mint 
and from. 17s. 6d. to 80s. used, as in the sup
plement ISsued recently, whilst in the new 
catalogue it is unpriced. 

The George VI issue of British Somaliland 
only had a short life before the Italians occu
pied tha~ country. Since the reoccupation, a 
new series of stamps bearing a portrait of 
the King has been issued. Since the issue of 
the 1941 catalogue, the first set of George vi 
stamps has risen from 27s. to 25ls., an in
crease of 900 per cent. This set is selling at 
approximately £10 on auction at present, and 
one can fully expect a further increase in 
catalogue prices in the near future. 

It is noteworthy that whilst there have been 
~te_ady i_ncrea~es in prices of stamps this year, 
it is quite evid_ent. that _there is no sign what
ever of any price mflat10n. The increases are 
normi:l reaction of the great diminution in 
supplies of stamps, of the large number of 
stamps destroyed owing to war conditions 
and to the increase of the number of stamp~ 
collectors. 

MORE FAMOUS STAMPS. 
(B11 L. N. and M. Williams. Published by W. 
and R. (!hambers, Ltd., 11 Thistle Street, 

Edinburgh 2. Price 8s. 6d. net.) 
In this work the authors carry on in the vein 

of their companion volume "Famous Stamps." 
~Iere are _given the stories of a number of 
issues which could not be included in their 
first book for lack of space. 

. It is ~ell illustrated; in many instances 
b10graphies and illustrations are given of all 
o! nearly _all known specimens of the par
ticular ranty. But, as will be found on read
in~ the volume, rarity is by no means the only 
claim to fame; general and nhilatelic renown 
comes first, rarity only secondary. Hence the 
inclusion of such stories as that of the Post 
Paid Mauritius, Bomba heads, Gambia Cam
eos, Uganda Cowries, and the Zurich Fours 
and Sixes. 

Actual rarities include some five U.S.A. 
"Postmasters"; India 1854, 4 annas, inverted 
head; Baden 1851, 9 Kr. black on green a 
number of British rarities, etc., etc. ' 
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Messrs. Bradbury, \Vilkinson and Co., Ltd., 
are turning out 20,000,000 postage stamps of 
a new issue for the Nether lands West Indies 
Colony of Curacao. This is the first time that 
stamps for Curacao have been engraved and 
printed in Britain. 

The first consignment will soon be on their 
way to Curacao, and on the date that th8y 
are issued there, quantities will be available 
to wholesale dealers for sale to the public. 
The Netherlands Colonial Office in London 
are supplying the United Kingdom and Cura
cao itself will supply the rest of the world, 

Printed in two colours by the recess process. 
and designed by Lt.-Col. Dr. P. A. de Bliock, 
of the Nether lands Colonial Office, the sur
f ace mail stamps are in six denominations, l, 
H, 2, 2~, 5 and 6 cents which show respectively 
views of the islands of Bonaire, St. Eustatius, 
Saba, St. Maarten, Aruba and Curacao. 

The air mail stamps are in 15 denomina
tions, the 10, 35 and '70 cent showing the Neth
er lands and Curacao on a map of the North 
Atlantic, with an aeroplane superimposed; the 
15 and 40 cent and 1.40 gl. stamps an aero
plane flying over the islands, with an aero
plane and a windmill; the 25 and 50 cent 
and the 5 gl. a twin-engined Douglas plane of 
the Dutch airlines; the 30 and 60 cent and 
the 10 gl. a plane landing on an airfield in 
Curacao. 

All stamps have the engraved portrait of 
Queen Wilhelmina in a panel. "Cents" in the 
photographs is an error. It should read "Cent." 

-Industrial Publicity Unit. 

BRITISH COLONIAL. 

500 All different 
1000 
1500 
2000 
3000 
4000 

12/6 
42/6 
85/-

£8 
£20 
£35 

All packet collections are warranted to contain 
only standard varieties of used and unused stamps. 

If not satisfied money will be immediately 
refunded. Payments by any manner most 
convenient for you, but payable in India. 

S. M. A. JAF AR, 
263, Na.rkula G-Ui'nj. Bareilly, India. 

C.S.A. 
l'late Xo. J:locks: 

382 -
J-21 

2/13 
2/(i 
2/ (i 

320 
il83 
423 
425 

:\lint 
2/U 
2/(j 
2/fl 
2/H I 424 -

Ge Air - :J/(i 

W7 
33fi 
339 

1/ (i 
1/G 
1 /6 
T;sed 

.:\lint Dlocks: 

I 
Sets nnd 

32G 2/-
338 - 1/ 6 
340 - l/(i 

Singles: 
1'oets - 1/ H 
Eduea tor:-: -- 1/ (• 
Artists - 1/(l 
109 - 2/- I 

Compos<~rs - 1 ,'6 
Scientists - 1 /G 
\Yashington - 2/-
111 -- 2/-

179 - 2/- 225 - 2/-
etc.. etc. 

BENONI STAMP SHOP, 
BOX 485. BENO NI. 

GOOD OLD CAMEL! 
The following bit of news comes to us 

through the "Star" (Washington, D.C.) and 
"Linn's Weekly Stamp News": 

Postal authorities in Cape Town, South 
Africa, are boasting of the record of one of 
their veterans, a 40-year-old Australian cameL 
Lalla. For ten years Lalla carried mails in 
Central Australia. He travelled about 100 
miles a week, 52,000 miles in 10 years. Sold 
to South Africa, he was used to carry mails 
across a waterless desert 100 miles wide in the 
northern Cape Province. Every week for 25 
years he has made the desert crossing, cover
ing the journey in about eight hours. His 
total record for the two countries is 312,000 
miles. 

Recent and New 
Arrivals: 

14. Free FrPnch Cameroons epl. Ill, 10/6 

1-1. Fret- French Xew Caledonia m. 10/6 

14. J◄'ree French Ct·ntral Africa Ill, 10/6 

3. Hong Kong, latest ptg. 2-3-8c. m. 1/{i 

5. Xorth Borneo, latest pictorials Ill. 1/6 

5. Russia, Are hi tects, used 1/ 6 

AUSTRALIA: 
Entirely new and re-made selections 
now available of the King's Heads, 
Kangaroo and Pictorial issues. On 

request, against references. 

A. LICHTE,NSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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~ CAPE OF GOOD HOPE WOODBLOCK § 
§ -TYPE' 1 b. § 

~ By A. A. JURGENS.- ~ 
::. ..................... ,,, ••••• ,,,,,,111111111111111111111111111,11111111111111111111111111,111~ 

In both my articles, "South African Phil
atelist" of November, 1941, and "London 
Philatelist" of December, 1941, on the correc
tion of the so-called flaws which, according 
to the late G. J. Allis, are supposed to exist 
on the Cape Woodblock stamps, I stated that 
there was only one stamp of Type _ lb. on the 
sheet of fourpence, Le., printed from the plate 
in its present state, and that this type ap
peared as stated by Allis on stamp No. 10; row 
4. (See Allis's book, page 47). 

I now find, however, that stamp No. lrow 
1 shows a sti;,oke on the left-hand side of the 
"0'' in "Postage" similar to that found on 
stamp No. 10 row 4. · · 

Several of the fourpence stamps on "t,he 
sheets printed both in 1940 and 1941; as well 
as the museum sheet, in block, printed in 1927, 
show minute white spots under the "0" of 
"Postage," but these cannot in any way be 
confused with the small white stroke which 
forms the "Q" in the type lb. 

I have examined all the sheets available both 
in black and in colour of the 1940-1941 print
ing as well as the Museum print in black made 
in · 1927 and all of them show this stroke on 
the ''O" of "Postage" in exactly the same 
position in which it appears on stamp No. 10 
row 4. 

Even the illustration in Allis's book, page ! 
4 7, shows this distinctly, and if I am correct 
in saying that there are two stamps of type 
lb on a sheet I must express surprise that 
this has not been discovered long ago con
sidering the number of years this book has · 
now been available to philatelists. 

After this discovery I made a careful study 
of the stereo No. 1 row 1 as well as that of 
stereo No. 10 row 4 on the plate in the 
Muse um, an.cl on both Rtereos small nicks below 
the "O" are plainly visible. 

What, however, may upset· my theory is 
the fact that on some of the prints the small 
stroke under the "O" appears _slightly pointed,' 

but again on others it is identical with the 
stroke under the ''0" of stamp 10 row 4. 

If the stamp No. 1 row 1 is found post
marked so as to obliterate the white dot be
tween the "G" and "E" of "Postage" it would 
be difficult to distinguish it from stamp 10 
row 4 which we definitely know to be type lb. 

Owing to this dot between the "G" and the 
"E'' we know that stamp No. 1 row 1 is type 
II and therefore cannot really be type lb, 
but as it certainly has the same characteris
tics from which type lb is identified there is 
need for some serious investigation. 

The type lb is certainly a very scarce 
variety, and if all the 1861 printings of the 
4d. Woodblock stamps were made from the 
plate as it now is, it would certainly be listed 
as extremely rare. 

However we know that such is not the case, 
and we have the opinion of that eminent 
philatelist, Mr. P. L. Pemberton, to the effect 
that the first plate of 24 casts was made up 
entirely of types 1 and lb, and that nearly 
all the cliches of the type lb were damaged 
and were, therefore, discarded when the plate 
of 64 casts was assembled. 

I would like to mention here that in both 
my articles mentioned above it would appear 
that the discovery of the various types of the 
woodblock stamps was the work of the late 
G. J. '.Allis, whereas it was Mr. Pemberton 
who made the discovery, and the credit must 
therefore go to him. 

I feel sure that the many collectors of the 
triangular stamps of the Cape of Good Hope, 
not only in this country, but all over the 
world, would like to have Mr. Pemherton's 
opinion on the above matter expressed through 
the medium of the South African Philatelist. 
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Collectors of REALLY FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUS1:'RALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
r,n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD .of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARD IAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Sup~~b Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6, Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
ri:J .. 1111111111111u111111u_11u11111u111111111_• ...................... U.UHI.UIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIUlllllllllllllllllllllllllllll&&.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII ....... IIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIU.•.l..~\lli 
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WAR ISSUE. 

Now that the full-sized war effort stamps 
are becoming obsolete, specialists may be in
terested in the following list of minor varie
ties (printing flaws) which have been noted, 
all constant or at any rate present on most 
sheets. 
Jd. Row 15, stamp No. 1. Dot in K of 

AFR1KA. 
Jd. Row 18, stamp No. 4. Dot over D of SUID. 
ld. Row 2, stamp No. 12. Cut in ambulance. 
ld. Row 8, stamp No. 3. Line on right 

shoulder. 
ld. Row 14, stamp No. 11. Ji3lot on uniform. 
2d. Row 5, stamp No. 16. White spot on chest. 
2d. Row 6, stamp No. 16. Line through 2 of 2d. 
::lcl. Row 1, stamp No. 1. Smudge in left panel. 
~kl. Row 18, stamp No. 2. Smudge on face. 
4d. Row 5, stamp No. 1. Smudge over I of 

SUID. 
4d. ltow 6, stamp No. 1. Letters OU of 

SOUTH smudged. 
4cl. Row 4, stamp No. H.I. Smudge over A of 

AFRICA. 
ls. Row 2, stamp No. 2. Coloured line to left 

of tanks. 
ls. Row 2, stamp No. 6. Coloured line to larger 

tank. 
The 6d. and ls. values also occur on toned 

paper. 
The ½cl., ld., Bel., :Jcl., and ls. have the 

normal watermark, whilst the 2d., 4d., and 6d. 
have appeared on paper, with the watermark 
reversed. 

Special Offers-
L. Australian War Provisionals, 

2½d., 3½d. and 5½d. surcharged. 
Per set Mint . . 3/-

2. Free French Equatorial Africa 
Rarities-4c. Red, opt, used. 
(London price £5) ...... £1/15/-

3. 4c. Black, opt, Mint. (London 
price £5) . . £1/15/-

4. 75c. Black, opt, (Great rarity) 
only 4,000 issued . . . . . . £2/5/-

5. Special set of 4 cards-Visit of 
General de Gaulle, opt, date 
24.10.40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15/-

6. Free French Cameroons, 9 dif
f.erent, Provisionals Mint, in-
cluding scarce values . . 5/-

WANTED TO BUY. 

For spot Cash. Collections, Lots and 
Accumulations of any size or description. 

Offers solicited. 

I E. BLUM 
■•■ P.O. BOX 1669 CAPE TOWN 

■■■■•~--~-=E=st=ab=lis=hed=in=S=out=h =A=fri=ca=s=inc=e =19=30=. = ~~ First class references. 

'l'he S.LL Philatelist. 
'l'he Editor, 

Dear Sil', 

Bethlehem, O.Ii'.S., 
Box 72, 

28.H.42. 

Has it e,·er oceurred to the Goyernment Printer 
in his efforts to eo111::H'1Te paper, especially paper 
that is gummed and watermarked, that the field 
represented by 12 complete stamp spacPs at the top 
and bot tom of each sheet of stamps has been left 
uutouehec! '? 

'l'o elaborate: It appears to me when reading the 
records of stamps issued that, when stamps are 
printed in a continuous strip for the purpose of 
making rolls, a remainder is cut into sheets of the 
usual 240 antl sent to Post Offices for sale over the 
counter. 

'l'hese sheets haye no top or bottom margins, 
neither have the)r the usual arrows in the side mar
gins, who ea res'? 

I han~ obsPrn'(l that, in practice the 1111u·g·ins of 
the ordinary sheet a rn often removed hy posta 1 
officials before the stamps are placed in the stamp 
book from "·hieh they are sold to the public. No 
doub1 thii,; is donp to facilitate the detaching of 
small 11uantities awl in l'ltecking up the daily stock 
a11d l for one, SP(! 110 objeetion to this or to any 
other mt•lh()(l that mnkes for ::;pee(l and efficiency, 
my only rPaction beillg in view of t lw obvious need 
of paper sa\'ing, why have 1hesp margins at all? 

lf the Department i1-1 undPJ' the impression that, 
~iy using 1hPse margins for Hlogans 1hPJ' are bring
mg anything lo tlw notkl• of the publk, the idea 
would soon he (·01·1·el"ted by an inspection in the 
Hortin_g 1·oom of any post offkP: these slogans are 
<'.OllRIHc11011s by their abSPll('(! on 1•nvPl01ies :ind it. 
\\'OUM not ho mt 1•xng·g1•1·ation to say that: the gen
ernl public never sePH them as, 110 douht, 1hf' )lin
ister of Finance PXpl•<·ts thPm to he seen. 

Let us SPe. how much papc1· eau be saved on au 
ol'der for ;i00,000 SlH'ets of the new brown lAll. (one 
lnmdrecl and twPH1.Y million stamps) which is not 
an Unlll-llutl quantity, if the top HIHl bot tom lllUl'-'im; 
are usPd for stamp pl'inting. " 

TlH•re :tl'e 12 complete stamp spaces at 11w tor, 
and bottom of Pa<'i1 sheet, :iwl since thPse spacPs 
a_i·e all g·11111med and "·at<crmarked and Sf'lTP in prac
t 1<·e only aH wast<• paper to t,p tol'n off HJH1 thrown 
a way, 1 hf' wastngr· is high, )Pt UR see how high. 

~iJH'e a sheet 1·0111ains 2·H> stamps, if thP 2-l 
st_amp SJHl<'<'S wen' use1l fo1· 111·i111 ing stamps instead 
ol slogans it would 1·e1-11111 in a Having- of 10 rwr ePnt. 

l'ut in :moth<~!' way, for evPr,v l l sh<~P1s printPrl 
oiw wo11ld haTe lH!<!n gaine11 from what- is no,y 
thrown away. 111 tlw Jotal or11Pr of :i00,000 shePts 
1_~1~! ne11 gain won Id he t \\'PIVP million Hta mps, or 
fifty thousand she<'ts. 4,(i87 square feet of paper, 
or a roll of paper 2,300 y&rds long. 

S. C. W. WAREHAM. 

+++ 
PRETORIA PHILA'rl<JLIC SOCIETY . 

• President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and 3rd Mon
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

September 7.-Mr. Hawke reviewed the advance 
in prices of some stamps in the new catalogue. 

Allan Cup Competition : 'rltere were four competi
tors and all the collections were tabled. Mr. Mum
mery showed Gilbert and l<;llice Islands ; Prof. Wager, 
United States of America: Mr. GioYanetti, a com
plete i-:et of covers following the journey of the 
Yoortrekke1·s in 19i.!8, induding all the literaturf' on 
the subjel't; :\Ir. W1·ight, the HPy<'helles. After care
ful considP1·ation, the jU<lgei-: awarded the cup to 
l\lr. )lummery for his collection of Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands. 'rhe d1airman, in presenting the cup 
to :\Ir. Mummery, 1·e11w rke<l on the <"Xcellf'nce of the 
exhibit. He also paid tribute to the unique exhibit 
of Mr. (Hovanetti. 

September 21.-)fr. (liovanetti rPad a very inter
PSting paper on tlw establishment of a mail service 
betwePn :-iydney and )lplbourne in Australia. It 
startPd in 1838 by means of local agents and the 
journey was fraught ,vith danger. In some places 
riYerR had to be croi-::-;0(] hy swimming-. As this took 
plat<' 11Pa1· ,\[r. Uim·ane11i's home, lw had many 
reminiscenePs lo relate. lip 1•,·enlually lPd up to 
the permanent air mail sP1Ti<'P now in USP, )lr. 
Basden tabled an exhibit of Brazil poctorials. 

H.A.W. 
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liEIL\lCDsl (con1<1.) 

The only Bermudan postmark found on cor
respondence to Bermuda, usually as a back
stamp, is the circular date-stamp "Hamilton / 
Bermuda." This mark is also the only one 
seen on correspondence from Bermuda, with 
one exception, viz., "Devonshire North / Ber
muda" on a postcard from a prisoner on one 
island to a prisoner on another island of the 
group. 

ST. HELENA. 
(a) Double-line circle, size and wording 

same as Type (a) of Green Point. Usually, 
however, but not invariably, there are also 
censor's initials in manuscript in the centre. 
In black, blue-black, red or violet. 

(b) Single-line circle 30 m.m. in diameter 
with "Prisoners of War / Broad Bottom 
Camp" round the circumference and "(Ini
tials in manuscript) / Censor" in the centre. 
In violet. 

( c) A double triangle, outer one 40 m.m. 
sides and 50 m.m. base; between the lines 
"Passed,/ By (at the apex) / Censor / Head 
Office;" "St. Helena" in the centre. In violet. 

(d) Like the above but wording "Passed 
by / Censor / Deadwood." \Vith or without 
initials in manuscript in the centre. In violet. 

The postmarks on correspondence from St. 
Helena may be (1) the single circle date 
stamp "St. Helena'' only, or (2) the stamp 
may be obliterated· by a ( ?) cork cancellation 
made up of four groups of short b.ars, the 
date stamp being elsewhere on the cover. 

CEYLON. 
(a) Double oval, outer one 34 m.m. x 22 

m.m. Between the lines, "Passed Censor 
P.O.W. / Diyatalawa." Various initials, in 
type, in the centre. In violet. 

(b) Single line oval 62 m.m. x 34 m.m. 
Wording, "Diyatalawa Camp / Passed / ... / 
Censor." In violet. The space for the censor's 
name or initials never seems to have been 
filled in. 

Two covers, one from Diyatalawa to South 
Africa and one to Diyatalawa from South 
Africa show a mark identical with (a) of 
Green Point. It is possible, of course, that 
the letters passed through the Green Point 
camp although there is nothing else to show 
that they actually did so. 

The two commonest postmarks on corres
pondence from Ceylon are small single circle 
marks, 20 m.m. in diameter, reading either 

"Diyatalawa Camp" or "Diyatalawa" with the 
date in the centre in two lines thus
JU 2 / 01. Two other marks of similar type 
also occur, however, but much less commonly, 
"Ragama Camp" and "Calkissa." 

INDIA. 
We have covers or cards .addressed to or 

from no less than nine different camps in 
India. They are given in the order in which 
they happen to be most abundant in our 
material but of course this does not necessar
ily correspond with the order or size of the 
camps. For the last four on our list we have 
actually only one specimen of each. Only one 
camp appears to have had its own special 
camp post office, viz., Trichinopoly, which has 
a mark reading "Boer Camp / Trichinopoly." 
The others show the ordinary town marks of 
the district. 
(1) Ahmednagar. 

(a) Double circle, outer one 30 m.m. in 
diameter. Between the lines, "Passed Censor, 
Prisoners of War / Ahmednagar, India." In 
centre, "W. Harris" (facsimile signature). In 
violet. 

(b) Double oval, Outer one 48 m.m. 
x 30 m.m. Between the lines, "Censor 
P.O. W. I Ahmednag.ar, India.'' In centre, 
B. P. O'DOWD" or "C. F. NIXON B.A." In 
violet. 

( c) A very elaborate design with wording 
"Passed Censor // B P O D / Ahmednagar, 
India." in violet. 

(2) Fort Govinclgarh (Amritsar). 
Double oval, outer one 50 m.m. x 31 m.m. 

Between lines, "Passed Censor / Boer P.o.,v. 
Enclosure." In centre, "(Date / Fort Govind
garh." 
(3) Bellary. 

Double lined oval 50 m.m. x 30 m.m. Word
ing, "Censor's Office / (Date) / Signature / 
Bellary." In violet. 
( 4) Trichinopoly. 

(a) Double circle, outer one 25 m.m. in 
diameter. "Censor's Office / Trichinopoly" 
between the lines; "Boer Camp" in the centre. 
In violet. 

(b) Rectangle with concave corners, 60 m.m. 
x 31 m.m. "Examined / (Manuscript initials) 
or T. L. Thorne ( printed / Boer Camp, 
Trichinipoly." In violet. 
( 5) Umballa. 

Double triangle (apex down), base 81 m.m. 
sides 53 m.m. "Umballa / Passed / Censor" 
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between the lines; "C. van der Spuy'' jn the 
centre. In blue. 
(6) Kaity. 

Rectangle with concave corners, 55 m.m. x 
27 m.m. "Examined / A. Grant (facsimile 
signature) Censor / Boer Camp / Kaity." In 
purple. 
(7) Sialkot. 

Double triangle, base 48 m.m., length of 
sides not known as single specimen is incom
plete. Between lines, "Passed / Censor / Sial
kot;" initials ii centre. In purple. 
(8) Shahjahanpur. 

Double circle, outer one 24 m.m. in diameter. 
Between lines, "Prisoners of War / Shahja
hanpur;" in centre, "Passed / Censor." In 
violet. 
(9) Dagshai and Solon. 

In design of a folded riband "Passed Censor 
/ R. W. vand re Hoven / Dagshai and Solon." 
In violet. The postmark in this case was 
"Dagshai.'' 

1 • ..... u:·~~A: .. ·~s6·9~ ... 3$•c~~·;~ ... Bl~~ ........ l 
j By EMIL TAMSEN. i 
, u111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Some years ago I sat in the office of a 
prominent stamp dealer in Johannesburg 
when in came a collector, who was a good 
buyer of expensive stamps. He took out of 
a letter a small approval card which contained 
three used 4d. Cape Woodblocks and handed 
same to the dealer and he to me. 

There were three shades of blue a.ncl the 
argument which arose between us three as 
to which shade the sender had priced them in 
comparison to Gibbons Catalogue was long 
and -ended up with us all in disagreement 

This scene was vividly recalled to my 
memory when quite lately I read an adver
tisement of a New York dealer in an Ameri
can philat·elic paper. 

This advertiseme,nt consisted of a whole 
page which offered Only One Stamp, namely, 
the 3c Blue of 1869 Locomotive design, 
Gibbons No. 202. It mentioned thirteen (13) 
shades of blue priced from 4c to $150.00 each, 
besides this four paper varieties priced from 
4c to $4.00, then came Plate and Printing 
varieties five items from 75c to $5,000.00, 
further four Grill varieti-es priced from 50c 
to $150.00 then 24 different cancellations 
priced from 4c to $100.00 further 11 collec
tions of Postal Cancellations, co.ntaining from 
1 O to 750 varieties priced from $1.20 to 
$2,150,000. The adver1:isement ended up with 
the off er of One highly specialised coHection of 
this 3c Blue stamps, over 4,000 varieties net 
price $12,500.00. 

Of this stamp 386.475,900 were issued in 
two years, more stamps than I think were 
issued in all South African Colonies together. 

To say that I was astounded, is putti.ng it 
down very mildly. 

[!]111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111[£) 

COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted b,~ 

A. E. Basden, Box 238~ Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

W anted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch, Belgian, Danish, Por
tuguese; .all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union 
Mint Blocks, Postage Dues, Officials., 
write to: 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Stamps of all Countries bought, sold and 
exchanged. Approvals sent on l'equest. 
References. Write: 

Sidney Harris, 67, 9th Avenue, Mayfair, 
Johannesburg. 

Wanted.-Natal (before 1874); Trans
vaal ( First Republic and Boer War 
"locals"); Griqualand West. 

Rev. Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannes
burg. 

Telegraph Stamps wanted, especially 
O.F.S. Please send on approval to 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. § 
[!]1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111118 

I have a fair good eye for colours, but to 
distinguish Dark ultramarine from Deep ultra
marine or Dark Bluish ultramarine from Deep 
bluish or Dark ultramarine Blue from Deep 
ultramarine blue heats me hollow. 

In the next number of this same paper it 
was stated that the us,ed copy priced at 
$100.00 had been sold the day after the 
advertisement had appeared, this shows that 
American collectors will pay big money for 
a stamp and dealers in that country for ad
vertisements. 

Where does South Africa come i,n? Who 
collects shades and cancellations? 
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j ROLL OF HONOUR I 
r,,,, ... , ...................... ,,,, ......... ,, ..... , ................... , ...................... .. 

Mr. C. H. Thornton, of East London, was 
elected to the Roll of Honour of distinguished 
South African Philatelists at the Pretoria 
Congress held in 1939. 

He is well known in philatelic circles in the 
Union having been a very. faithful attender 
of co~gress meetings ever sine~ ~hey were 
institut·ed. In his home town he 1s a stal
wart supporter of the local Philatelic Society. 

Of a modest disposition, it has been diffi
cult to persuade him to provide any material 
for a biographical note, but at long last he 
has sent in the following few notes: 

"A schoolboy collection was given to a pal 
when leaving England about 50 years ago. 

"In Bechuanaland, before the South Afri
can war, I gathered a few stamps for a 
brother who was collecting, but didn't take 
up the hobby myself until my son, Len, then 
a boy of about 15, was in danger of losing 
interest in stamps. With him I then started 
what we thought was the simple matter of 
making a South African collection. 

Soon getting disillusioned, I concentrated 
on Cape Triangulars with, later, more modest 
shows of the Rectangulars, Natals, O.F.S. 
Republic, Rhodesia and Bechuanaland. 

"My later loves ~re Old l~perfs an~ 
Classics, Bisects, Curios and Ship Letters. 

Collections or single pieces of any 
country wanted. Fine collection of Air 
Mails and Covers open for inspection. 

R. OSBORNE, Stamp Dealer, 58 Loveday 
Street, Johannesburg. P.O. Box 6710, 
Phone: 33-3989. 

SOME NEW ISSUES. 
Brazil.-Commemoratives, 8th Brazilian 

Congress of Education, 400 reis, chestnut, and 
official inauguration of Goiania, 400 reis, 
violet. July 5. 

Postage Due stamps, lO0r carmine, 200r 
blue and 400r red-brown. 

Ordinary stamps 50r sepia, 600r violet, and 
1,200r blue. 

-Dr. Mario de Sanctis. 

Barba,dos.-The 2d. is on order in red. It 
is only little more than a year ago since this 
value was issued in claret. 

-Philatelic Magazine. 
"Fighting French."-"Scott's Monthly Jour

nal" brings together the scattered information 
listing the various stamps which have been 
overprinted "Free France," etc., in the 
Cameroons, French Equatorial Africa, India, 
Oceania, New Caledonia, New Hebrides and 
St. Pierre and Miquelon. 

In the Cameroons "Stamps'' reports that 
the high value stamps are being exhausted 
and that air mails are being sent without 
stamps, the covers being endorsed by the post
masters with the amount paid. 

Kenya.-The 20c denomination has no,v ap .. 
peared in the third variety of perforation 
un x 14. 

-W. Tunstall and Robertson Stamp. Co. 
Swazilnnd.-The Ud. has come out in a 

darker shade and with a ,change of perfor
ation, being now 14. 

Southern Rhodesia.-The 3d. Active Service 
Letter Card is now of a thicker paper. 

-Robertson Stamp Co. 

ffi1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111118 

===========B. & K. ~~= 
The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 

86 Strand, London, W ~c.2, England. 
m11111111 ................. , .. ,uu11111111111111111111111uu11111u1111111111, ... ,, ........... ,L!J 

SOUTH GEORGIA PROVISION AL. 
In 1928, owing to a temporary shortage of 

2~d. stamps-the value most needed for the 
mail from the island to Norway-the over
printing of the 2d. value locally was author
ised as an emergency measure. According to 
the "Kenmore Kollector" the number of 
stamps so surcharged has been officially an
nounced as 1179. 
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SOCIETY 

l'OR'.r BLIZAI:E'.rlI l'lllL.~'.rEI,IC socrn'l'Y. 
President, G. K. Forbes; Hon. Sec .• C. W. Shef

field, c/o P.O. Box 88; Meetings, 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays, Public Library, 8 p.m. 

• \.t the meeting hold on, 'l'ues(lay, 28th July, there 
was a good attendancei of lll('rnbers. 

Owing to the Library dosing at (i p.m. from 1st 
August, and as a conS('(]lH'llce the South .African 
Hoom not being andlablP for our meetings, it was 
decided that the Society meet only once during 
·"ugust, the meeting to be held in one of the Com
mittee Rooms in the basPrnent of the City Hall. 

After some new isSU('S had rapidly been disposed 
of, ::\lr. U. K. Forbes displayed his collection of 
:Xatal. I-I:nvaii, and Hayti, tlw first mentioned being 
of a particularly valuable an(l iutPn•sting nature. 

The -"ugust monthly meeting was held in th~: 
'L'oc ll room, the Commit tee Room at the City Hall 
not !Jeing available~ 

\\'(~ were in a dill'1111mt as to wlwre to find a 
suitable meeting plaee when one of our old mem
bers, .:\Ir. Barfoot, eame to the rescue by obtaining 
the use of the Toe H room. 

Tlw display for the e,·pning was supposed to con
sist of two sheets from ea<'h meml.Jer, but very few 
sht•ds were placed on the tal.Jle. 

'l'he evening was d<-'vot(•<l to discussion re carrying 
on under "IJlack out" eouditions. 'l'he meeting ,vas 
,·ery well attended, and everyone was most entlmsi
astic al.Jout carrying on, so it was finally decided 
to approach Toe H for tile use of their room for 
future gatherings. 

+++ W.H.D. 

At the September meeting the attendance was lU 
members. 

A warm weleomr~ was given to a visitor, l\Ir. Liss, 
a meml.Jer of the Bloemfontein brnnch. 

Ou behalf of the uwmlJers, l\IL-. Forbes welcomed 
hack Mr. McGregor, a prominent Port ElizabPth 
memlJer, who has bPeu on ltoli<lay in Durban for 
over three months. M.r. l\leUregor gave us a few 
of his ideas of Durban, and said he had visited the 
society during his stay then•. IIe was very pleased 
to be back in Port Eliza beth again, and felt the 
benefit of the change. 

::\Ir. ::\Ic::\Iillan was responsible for the evening-, 
aml entertained us IJy displaying a part of his 
first day Air l\Iail covers, amongst which were somt
Vl'l'Y fine specimens. 

After a vote of thanks, the evening closed at 9.30. 

+++ L.E.C. 

l'lllL.l.'l'ELIC SOClWl'Y ()l,' NATAL. 

Pre8ident, I'. C. Bislrnv; lion. See., G. l\lilner 
Palnwr, P.O. Box ri88, 1>11rhan. Meetings_, Durban 
Camera Club,, 31!J Smith Street, 1st and 3rd ,ved
nesdays, 7 p.m., Natal time. 

At our meeting of :!ml SPptemlJer, despite the 
deterrent of the blaek out, we had a good attend
ance of members and visitors. Four new members 
were enrolled: ::\lessrs .. r. E. J!',wll (Port l<ilizabr>th), 
II. \V. l\Iunro, H. A. \Yisr. and F. J. H. Kotzr>. Two 
members have resignPtl, )lii,;s 1. Johnstone ( on lea ,·ing 
Durban), and ::\Ir. K. Thiele .... \notlwr, :\Irs. L. John
stone, is transferred from town ro eountry member
ship on taking up residen<·e in Cape Town. 

One of the most i11ten'stinl,!' di:,,plays ,ve haV<~ 
en•r had was the fine ''C:ip<•' show put up at this 
meeting, when ::\Ir. H. I I. Hurst stal,!'ed an exhibit 
of "l'el'kins Dacon" and "Ile La Hne" printings of 
tlw 'L'riangulars desig1wd to illustrate their colour
differences and so assist <·olleet<H'S to differentiate 
between them. A most illuminating show was ae
companied by explanatory notes, for which :\!rs. 
:\!el dlle returned the thanks of the members. 

The Society has now sPttled down comfortably 
in its new rmulezvous, the rooms of the Camera 
Club, 31!) Smith Street, and the decision to mePt 
at 7 p.m. (Natal time) "for the duration" has given 
general satisfaction. 

+++ G.M.l'. 

l'IIILA'l'ELIC SOCIBTY 011' JOIIANKESDUIW. 
President, Dr. J. H. Harvey Pirie· Hon. Secretary f~· Buchen, Box 4BG7, Johannesburg; JJieetings, 2nd 

I uesdays, Sanlam Buildings, Loveday Street, Johan
nesburg, 8 p.m, , tiilllil 

A meeting of the l'hilatelic ~oeiety of Johannes
burg, held on the 8th of ~Pptember,, was exceedino·ly 
well attended. Paymaster Lieut. Commander C. ie.E . 
I?,. Enoch, R.N_.R, ~'.R.P.S.L., gave an interesting 
little ehat, on lns plnlatelie adventures in the l\Iicldle 
Nas~ He _discussed Port Said, and mentioned a col-
1,~ctio!1 winch he bought there, which included many 
f!ne items a!1d an almost complete I<.:gyptian eollec
tron put up m a speeially printed album. 'l'his album 
and stamps were displayed at the meeting, and 
I!_roved a _v~ry popular exhibit. '.rhe stamps were in 
!-~ne cond1t1011,. and several rarities were on view. 
Ihere were a few empty spaces, but these ,vere few 
ap(l f:1r between. Altogetlwr :1, very fine lot of 
hgyptrnn stamps. 

l\Ir. E. Jourdan disr,layed a remarkable collection 
of the ~tamps o! Czed10slovakia. The collection, 
mostly m the nnnt state, was praeticallv complete 
only the_ great rarities being absent. It· was taste: 
fu~ly\ wr1_tten up, and members were delighted to see 
~Ins foreign country, as it was such a great change 
from the usual British collections exhibited. 

Amongst visitors pre1-ent was Mons. Soutre the 
Postmaster-General of l1'rench Equatorial AfricI1 • 

+ + + A.K. 
0.F.S. AND BASU'l'OLAND PHILATELIC SOCrn'l'Y. 

President, Mr. J,.; B. Levy; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
R.. C. Lyon, Box , 02, Bloemfontein • .ilf eetings 3rd 
I!'ridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfo'ntein. ' 

~~t th~ September meeting members noted with 
1>at1sfact10n the figures gi\·en for several exchano·e 
packets which had finished their circuit. In neai1y 
all cases_ !he percentage of sales was aboYe 50 per 
eent., g1v1ng an irnlieation lhat stamps are more 
popular than ever aml tliat good material finds 
ready buyers. 

'l'he Society's appeal for stamps in aid of 
~l!e Prisoners of War . I◄'und had a good response 
hon~ the general pul.Jlle, but a disappointing one 
as far as members are eoneerned. It is hoped that 
our membe~·s throug~10ut the L'nion will make good 
and do their share for this good cause. 

.An Jnitial . sale of somt• of the lots which had 
:ome 111 dnnng the uw!1th was held right inyay, 
,llltl although the matenal was throughout of the 
more . "c(_munon" grade, g-oo(l IH'ites were realised, 
th~ b1dd1!1g members l1a Ying in mind the unknown 
pnsoner 1n Italy they adopted. 

+++ 
EAS'l' HAXU l'llILA'.rBLIC ~OCUJ'l'Y. 

Pre.sident, l\Ir. J. ~he!)p1.t1·d; Hon. !::foe., E. N . .Rigg, 
103 Kemston Avenue, Denoni; JJleeting&, 3rd Tues
days, 8 p.m., Hotel Regent. Bencni. 

'.rite September meeting was our .Annual General 
Meeting, and the following office-bearPrs were 
elected for the fortheoming year: !'resident, J. Shep
herd; vice-president, 11. Suklje; seeretary-treasurpr, 
E. X. Rigg, 10~ Kemston .Avenue, I:enoni; delegate 
to Philatelic J<'pcleration of Houtlwrn .Africa, II. 
Suklje, P.O. Box -!8:\, I:1•noni; flub eonunittee, three 
members, ::\Iessrs. \Yood, nutsche, Riordan. 

Items of interest: Cm·!'1·s were exhibited bv :\lessrs. 
ShPplwrd, Suklje aml Higg. • 

Xe"·s of the month was gi1·p11 h.r .:\lr. Sukljl'. 
:\Ir. Suklje donated a set of British stamps O\'('r

pl'intPd ::\LE.I•'. to he rnfflf'd for the Governor
Ge1wral's \Var Fund. 

l<Jxhibits.-::'llr. Huklje exhil>it1•d Oeo. VI stam11s 
usPd in the nominiow, and ColoniPs. 

Mr. Gillmore1- collPetion of l'nion of Sonth 
.Africa was really two <·ollr>dions---one mint and 
one used-and indtHIPd Ringles, pairs, and blocks 
oJ' four. Very few of the higher ntluPs were missing 
in the IJlocks. 

B.N.U. 



 Digitised by the Department of Library Services in support of open access to information, University of Pretoria, 2022 

120 THE SOUTH AFRICAN PHILATELIST. October, 1942. 

CAl'E 'l'O\YN l'lllLA'l'ELIC ~OCIE'l'Y. 
l'rel:!ident, K. ~\ lcxander; /Lon. See., K. Ca111ero11, 

9, l'iueway, l'iuelauds, Cape; JJlcetinyi;, 2ud and 4U1 
Thursdays, Medical House, ~15, Wale Street, Cape 
'.Vown, at 8 p.m. 

2ith August, 1!)42.-A magnificent collection of 
1l1e stmnps of King George: V wns laid on the table 
hy ::\Ir. Gus Ackernrnn. 'rhe collt>e1 ion itF<elf wns 
practieally eornplete, even nF< to 1 he high val11es, and 
a spef'.inl fenture of snme was the nnrnh<'r of rare 
Jubilee varieties that lrnd b<¾'n ine1m1ed in the ex
hibit. The arrnngernent of ::\11'. Aeke1·mnn's stnmps 
and the writing up of same were most artisticnlly 
done, and certainly showed up to af1Ynntnge in the 
mounting of same. "'hile everyone was pretty well 
acquainted with the stamps of that period, neverthe
less :Mr. Simenhoff, in thanking .i\lr. Ackerman on 
behalf of the Society for his admirable display, made 
some interesting remarks concerning this exhibit. 

There was a fairly large attendnnce at this nwet
ing, and three new members ·were elected. 

Discussions; arose as to the a<lYiRahility of holding 
a "Rtamp Bourse.'' ThiR rnattn ,vas lE'ft in the 
JiandR of the committee. 

l 0th September, Hl42.---At a well nttended meeting 
::\Ir. 0. HanRen exhibited his fine collection of 
;rubilePs. These were complete, and comprised both 
mint and used on coven;. The exhibit wa8 nrnde 
particularly interesting ihrough the information that 
.Mr. Hansen gave in a short tnlk on how he came 
to acquire Ro complete a collection without the as
sistance of dealers. His account of this might well 
have formed the subject of a short story· on the 
"art and romance" of stnmp collecting, and, whilst 
space in this "write~up" will not pPrmit of more 
1 han a passing reference to some of tlle interesting 
"tit-bits" which 2\fr. Hansen gave the members of 
the Society, it is hoped that some day he might 
himself publish more details of the story -0f his 
collection. As can be imagiiwd, everything did not 
proceed in quite an easy manner in the way, through 
his own efforts, he had got together this fine col
lection of the Jubilee stamps. There were occasions 
for more than one rebuff from the Postmasters who 
1•efused to comply with his requests, drawing his at-
1ention (Rornetimes not too courteously!) to the 

The 

faet that 1lle 11ev:u1rneu1 1lid not 111'rmit of offiei:tls 
affixing starnps to lPttcrs 01· tile <·a111·elli11g of' 
st:11n11s not affixed lo JI'( t<'rs. ~o ot lwr rn<'t hods 
had to he resor! ed to Joi· 1 lte ohlaining of t lwse. In 
his concluding remai·ks .Mr. Hausen referred to the 
fact that all the mint sets, of issues of the Crown 
Colonies in his collection, were obtained direct from 
the respective colonies. 'rhis fact cnn conclusively 
he proved as long as the collection remains intad, 
with mint set nnd used covPr together; adding, as 
he did, that most of the collections of the "Mint 
Jubilees," to his knowlE'dge_ were obtained complete 
from the dealers in Burope, who, in turn, got their 
supplies direct from the Crown Agents, while actu
ally the stamps themselyes had never reached the 
Colonies they represented. 

An interesting feature of the collection was tlrn 1 
a considerable number of the covers had been con
veyed all the way to their destination by Air l\Iail, 
while there were several others that bore poRt murks 
indicating that part of the jom·1wy onl;r had lle<'H 
hy air. These latter, in particular, had come from 
the \Vest Indian group of Islands, and the first stage 
of their journey had been to the United States by 
air mail. 

An instance of a particular act of courtesy on the 
part of the Postal Authorities was given by Mr. 
Hansen in referring to a letter which he addreRsed 
to the Post .Master General, at J\lelbourne, to whom 
he applied for the issues of the three mandated ter
ritories, as well as thei iRsues of the Common,vf'alth, 
nml who rPplied as follows : 

"\Vith regard to the stamps of the three Depend
encies, these are not available at this office, and 
consequently it has bePn necessary to for-ward remit
tance on your behalf to these places. A money order 
has been fo,rwardecl to Nauru, and Postal Notes to 
Papua and New Guinea, and at the same time a 
request has been made to the Postnrnsters at the 
ehief postal towns there, to stamp the envelopes 
you enclosed and forward 1 he stamps you require.'' 

These stamps :ind covers were all duly rf'ceived by 
l\Ir. Hansen, who in his remarks added, "That is 
what I call service with a smile!'' 

Mr. Plumbridge suitably thanked Ms. Hansen for 
1 he display. 

E.C.S. 
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TWO "GOLD MINE" VARIETIES. 

The "Stamp Magazine" illustrates two 
Yarieties of the small sized Hd. gold mine 
stamps. The first shows the tablet bearing 
the words "Suid Afrika" in white instead of 
being printed in the normal grey. The second 
variety, also on an Afrikaans stamp, shows a 
dot or stop between the "1" and the "~" in 
the value tablet. Whether these are constant 
vaieties or not is not determined. 

"BANTAMS." 
The M., illustrated in our September issue, 

appeared on sale at some offices early in 
October, and the new 3d., 4d. and 6d. stamps 
in the latter part of the month. 

The ~d. gives us still another perf. varia
tion. Imagine a piece of paper of siz~ and 
shape like the original ;~d. of the war effort 
series, i.e., about 40 mm. horizontally and 24 
mm. vertically. This is perforated 15 horizon
tally and 14 vertically, and divided vertically 
by 2 rouletted lines, thus making 3 stamps; 
one is perf. at top, bottom and left, rouletted 
on right; the centre one is perf. top and bot
tom, rouletted both sides; the third is perf. 
top, bottom and right, rouletted on left. With 
the two language varieties it requires a block 
of six to give all the variations. The indivi
dual stamps are slightly smaller than the Hd. 
denomination. 

The 3d. retains almost the full design of 
the original and the colour is the same blue; 
the result being a very crowded little stamp. 

The size is that of the id. and the same perf_ 
and roulette varieties occur, except, of c.ourse, 
that the roulettes are top and/ or bottom; 
again, blocks of six will be required to give 
all combinations. 

The 4d. is of a completely new design and 
colour. The motif is still the Artillery, but 
we now have an illustration of an entire 
heavy gun firmly embedded in its concrete 
turret. The colour is dark green instead of 
brown. There are 360 stamps to the sheet, 
the same as in the 3d. denomination. Each 
stamp is bilingual, not alternately in English 
and Afrikaans as in the case of the original 

issue. At time of going to press, we have not 
seen the actual stamps, but presumably the 
size and perforation arrangement will be the 
same as in the case of the threepenny. In 
that case a vertical strip of three will be 
sufficient to give all varieties. 

The reduced size 6d. retains as its motif 
the war worker as depicted by a welder. No 
change has been made in the design other 
than a slight alteration in lettering and the 
colour remains light orange. There are 240 

stamps to the sheet; the size of individual 
stamps is the same as in the case of the Hd. 
Perforation is 14 both ways, and a block of 
four gives all the combinations of perfora
tion, rouletting and language. 

All denominations have the sheet margins 
occupied by the "Buy Union Loan Certific
ates" slogan as described for the gd. denom
ination in our September issue. These are 
printed in the colour of the particular de
nomination. 

PRINTINGS. 
The following information has been received 

from the P.O. Publicity Department in re
spect of printings of stamps, etc., carried out 
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during- the period 8th .July to (ith October, 
Ul42. The last information was published in 
our August issue. 
(a) Ordinary postage stamps. 

M.-Job No. 13909. A total of 433,000 
sheets (out of 500,000 ordered) have now been 
delivered. Cylinders as before. 

10/-.-Job No. 4056. These were delivered, 
in full completion of the order, 8.140 sheets 
of 60, on 6.10.42. Cylinders as before 6918 
Int. and 6434 Ext. 
(b) Roll st.amps. 

M.-Job No. 3049. 2,328 sheets x 240, 1,100 
rolls x 500 and 2,460 rolls x 1,000 delivered 
since 30.7.42. Cylinders as before, 7020 int. 
and 5 ext. 
(c) War postage stamps, reduced size. 

M.-Job No. 1608. 97,500 sheets of 360 de
livered since 18.8.42. Cylinder No. 40, new. 

Hd.-Job No. 1614. Delivery of 223,400 
sheets of 240 completed 4.8.42. Cylinder 7019 
as before. 

Job No. 2135. On an order for 200,000 
sheets there were delivered 4,500 sheets on 
6.8.42. Cylinder .as before. 

3d.-Job No. 1611. 68,000 sheets of 360 
delivered on 17.9.42 on an order for 150,000 
sheets. Cylinder 7014, new. 

6d.-J ob No. 1610. 13,500 sheets of 240 de
livered since 2.10.42 on an order for 50,000 
sheets. Cylinder No. 6916, new. 
(d) Active Service Letter Cards. 

A total of 6,098,640 have been delivered to 
date on the order for ten million referred to 
in our August issue. Cylinder as before. 
(e) Pictorial Postcards. 

Job No. 647. This order, commenced on 
27.11.41, has now been completed by a total 
delivery of 2,070,480 cards. 

Job No. 10,186. A fresh order for 1,200,000 
cards. No delivery yet made. 
(f) S.W.A. Revenue. 

The following postage stamps were supplied 
by the P.M.G. and overprinted "Revenue
lnkomste" on a flat bed printing machine 
from old forms. Delivery 9.7.42. 3d., 1,000 
sheets x 120; 1/-, 1,000 sheets x 120; 2/6, 
100 sheets x 60; 5/-, 100 sheets x 60. 

1!)1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111110 

B. & K. ~~~ 
'!'he firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable, 
though in some cases not so low as 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally offer most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 

86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. _ m IHHINIIHUIIIIIUHIIIUll&IHIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIUIIIUUlllllllllllll·•···••u11111111W 
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COLLECTORS' WANTS 
AND OFFERS 

(Twopence per word per insertion with 
minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-Approval selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted b,T 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re-· 
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

Wanted.-Many items in Foreign 
Colonials, French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Dutch, Belgian, Danish, Por
tuguese; .all issues up to 1933 (inclu
sive). Mint for preference. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union 
Mint Blocks, Postage Dues, Officials, 
write to: 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Wanted.-Transvaal ( 1st Republic), 
Early Natal, Tati Concession, Boer 
War Locals and Commando Stamps. 

Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannesburg. 

Telegraph Stamps wanted, especially 
O.F.S. Please g,end on approval to 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 
(!]11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111,11111111111111111111111111111,[EJ 

STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS 

BRITISH COLONIAL. 

fiUO All <lifferent 
1000 
1500 
~000 
:l(JOO 

4000 

12/G 
42/f, 
85/-

£8 
£20 
£:{fi 

All 1mcket collections are warranted to contain 
only standard varieties of used and unused stamps. 

If not satisfied money will be immediately 
refunded. Payments by any manner most 
convenient for you, but payable in India. 

S. M. A. JAFAR, 
263, Na.rkula Gnnj. Bareilly, Indta. 
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The list of these given in our October issue 
was contributed by two Union collectors. al
t.hough their names did not appear. Several 
correspondents have written in on this subject; 
the gist of their contribution is as follows: 

Mr. J. G. Richards: The varieties mentioned 
in the March issue, p. 26, should be added on. 
There is also a variety of 5ize of each de
nomination, which is consequent on an adjust
ment of the perforating machine to correct 
off-centring. One row in each sheet is nar
row, either horizontally or vertically accord
ing to the shape of the stamp, and measures 
23 mm. instead of 24 mm. I believe that this 
was corrected in the later issues or printings. 
This abnormality occupied the attention of Mr. 
A. 0. Crane, who referred to it in his notes 
in the Bulletin published by Messrs. H. & A. 
Wall ace of London (.Tune issue) and the latter 
firm were then offering a set of blocks of 
four (for both South African issue and the 
S.W.A. issue) at 60s. the set, of each 
country. 

The difference in shade of colour of the ½d., 
4d. and 1 s. may also be noted, as these are 
sufficiently definite in my opinion to warrant 
separate listing in any catalogue. 

Mr. G. N. Tyrrell: I think possibly the three 
following further varieties which appear to 
be constant may be of interest: Row 6 No. 5 
2J.., a white mark at stern of ship giving the 
appearance of a flag; row 10 No. 6 ls., "SU" 
of "SUID" joined by white line; row 3 No. 
9 ld., "U" of "SUID" possibly the Greek char
acter "mu." 

Further I have the top left half of a sheet 
of the 4d. value which shows a distinct white 
line across the 6 stamps in row 1, and it 
would be interesting to know if any other sub
scriber has come across a similar varietv. 

Mr. A. Lichtenstein: Add 2d. row 1 No. 1. 
Dark line from sailor's ear to right hand in
ner frame, and row 6 No. 5, white flag at the 
stern of the destroyer. 

He questions whether the following two 
items are constant, regarding them as merely 
accidental hair-lines: ld. row 8 No. :3, line 
on right shoulder, and 2d .• row (5 No. 16, line 
through 2 of 2d. 

He states that .all sheets he has seen (Union 
and S.W.A.) have hnd tl1c watermark normal, 
not reversed. 

Incidentally, Mr. Lichtenstein states that he 
has had reported to him the 11d. Bantam with 
the side marginal print overlapping the 
stamps. This occurrence is not yet verified, 
however. 

Finally, Mr. S. C. W. Wareham writes as 
follows about the statement the 2d., 4d. and 
6d. have appeared on paper with the water
mark reversed: 

"This is a misstatement and misleading, 
appearing as it does in a statement of fact 

by the Magazine itself ar~d not merelv as an 
opinion expressed by a correspondent. · 

·• Actually, for the ordinary collector in this 
or any other land, the information should have 
been that, in the 2d., 4d. and 6d. values the 
watermark appears sideways, incidentally 
Gibbons Catalogue should state this, it is done 
in the case of other country's stamps. 

"For the more serious collector and speci
alist, it might be explained that, if1 a sheet of 
the ½d., ld., Hd., 3d. or ls. is placed on top 
of a sheet of the 2d., L1d. or 6d. value, it will 
be noticed that the sheet No. is in all cases in 
the right hand margin and the watermarks 
the same way up, that is with the horns on 
top. 

"This is the strongest indication if not 
actual proof that the paper was put through 
the rotary printing press in the same way, but 
that in the 2d., 4d. and 6d. cylinders the 
design of the stamp was sideways. Really if 
a complete sheet of all these values were laid 
side by side and viewed from the same angle, 
the conclusion that some values are sidewavs 
on the sheet and that others are upright ·is 
inevitable. 

"I agree that to a collector or any other 
person in another land, viewing a pair of these 
stamps without margins, the 'Watermark ap
pears sideways, and we can let it go at that, 
but to say that it is reversed is not fair to 
say the least; imagine a watermark enthusi
ast's elation at having found a sideways: 
watermark when the stamp is listed as having 
a reversed watermark; imagine also when he 
had been enlightened, his disgust in that we 
cannot describe our own stamps correctly. 

"Reversed watermarks can occur from sev
eral contributory factors, of which I have 
made a study, but do not intend to go into 
now, but it would be an unusual man who 
could prove that a Multiple Springbok's Head 
\Vatermark was reversed, the design is so 
symetrical. 

"And this brings us to a matter that ha1'> 
been mentioned before in this Magazine, I 
refer to the greater clarity, when describing 
watermarks of using the words 'Upright' and 
'Inverted' instead of 'Normal' and 'Reversed.' 

"It should always he borne in mind that, in 
spite of what the catalogue ~ays, the printer 
may involuntarily or deliberately put a whole 
printing through a press with the watermark 
inverted, in which case 'Inverted' would he 
synonymous with 'Normal'." 

V V V V V 
WAR POSTMARKS. 

The A.P.O. U51 mark recorded last month 
appears now to be replaced by one of stan
dard type, i.e., A.P.O.-U-M.P.K./51. 

An Egyptian postmark recently seen on 
Union stamps franking letters from "Up 
North" differs somewhat from the common 
handstamp "Egypt (a Number)/Postage Pre
paid." This is a machine cancellation with an 
asterisk in place of a number. 
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The South African Museum .at Cape Town 
now houses the complete collection of phila
telic and historical records devicting the postal 
history of the Cape of Good Hope. This has 
been made possible by the magnificent col
lection presented to the nation by Mr. A. 
Jurgens, in memory of his daughter, Barbara. 

Prior to 1H41, the S.A. Museum only housed, 
apart from the original dies of the so-called 
"Woodblock" stereos, a uniqq_uc collection of 
"Post Office Stones." Mr .. Jurgens' gift covers 
mainly the Cape postal story from 1652 to 
JDlO, the date of the South African Union. 

Prior to 1652, when the First Settlement 
was formed by van Riebeeck, ships of the 
Dutch and English East India Companies 
used to call regularly at the Cape for water 
and to barter fresh meat from the local 
aborigines, or Hottentots, as they were called. 
Their barrels were filled about where the 
present General Post Office now stands, and 
here outward bound ships used to deposit 
packets of letters to be taken back by home
\Vard bound ships. Inscriptions on stones in
dicated where the letters were hidden and by 
whom, with dates and other particulars. 
(Readers will find a very fine description of 
these and other stones in Guide Pamphlet No. 
1 issued by the S.A. Museum and entitled 
"Inscriptions left by the Early European 
Navigators on their way to the East,'' by L. 
Peringuey. The cost is 6d., plus postage.) 

On Thursday, 17th April, 1941, the Min
ister of the Interior, the Hon. H. G. Lawrence, 
performed the opening ceremony at the South 
African Museum in the presence of a large 
and distinguished gathering of pbilatelistc: 
and citizens of Cape Town. Mr. Lawrence said 
that the gift was a most generous one, for had 
Mr. Jurgens cared to sell it, it would have 
been worth a small fortune. Its real value, 
he added, however, was as a picture of history. 
Mr. Lawrence also described the contents of 
the collection. The Minister was introduced 
by Mr. W .. J. Thorne, chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, who presided. Mr. Thorne said 
that the Museum did not have enough space 
to display the collection adequately, but it 
was hoped that the Museum would be enlarged 
at the end of the war, increasing the accom
modation. Mr. D. Ferdinand Bosman, a mem
ber of the Roard of Trustees, in moving a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Lawrence, referred to 
the presence there of Mr. and Mrs. .Jurgens 
and Grannie Jurgens. 

The Barbara Jurgens Collection is located 
011 the landing, opposite the top right stai1·
case, and is contained in seven imposing teak 

frames under glass and protected from light 
by dark blinds. On the adjacent wall, in a 
glass case, are the Original Dies of the "Wood
blocks" (defaced) with Impressions in black 
taken from them in the Museum in .1932. 

A SUMMARY OF THE CONTENTS OF 
THE BARBARA JURGENS COLLECTION. 
Pnnel I. This exhibit covers the period of the 
lJis.covery of the Cape and the First Dutch 

Settlement to the year 1691. 
There are printed particulars dealing with 

the discovery of the Cape by Bartholomev.r 
Diaz in 1486; photographs from the Elliott 
Collection, viz., Landing of Van Riebeeck in 
1652, Van Riebeeck's Settlement about 1656, 
Arrival of the Dutch Fleet in Van Riebeeck's 
time, Early Portuguese Map of the West Coast 
of Africa, and of Johan Van Riebeeck and 
V asco da Gama. . 

Superb specimens of original letters to Van 
Riebeeck, Cornelis van Quaelberg, Jacob Borg
horst and Pieter Hackius, the first com
manders at the Cape. There is .an original 
letter to Isbrand Coske, the first Governor 
and builder of the Castle, as well as original 
letters to Johan Bax and Simon van der Stel. 

Panel II. DUTCH SETTLEMENT, continued, 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST 
POST OFFICE AT THE CAPE, 1792, THE 
FIRST BRITISH OCCUPATION, 1795, and 
THE BAT.AVIAN REPUBLIC, 1803-1806. 

The selection of original letters is continued, 
.and include those to Louis van Assenburgh, 
Mauritz Pasques de Chavonnes, Jan de la 
Fontaine, Hendrik Swellengrebel, Ryk 
("Father") Tulbagh, Joachim van Plettenberv 
and the last Governor before the collapse of 
the Dutch East India Company, Cornelis Jacob 
van de Graaff. A number of the autographs 
of these Governors are also to be seen. 

There is a photograph and autograph of 
Jacob Isaac Rhenius, the Acting Governor, 
who, in 1792, signed the First Postal Pro
clamation. 

Original lettel'S showing both single and 
double impressions of the rare V.O.C. (mono
gram of the Dutch East India Co.) Letter 
Stamp brought into use on 2nd March, 1792, 
are shown, as ,vell as a letter carried by Hot
tentot Runner in cleft stick, circa 1770. Ther2 
is a photo of the Castle as it appeared during 
the Dutch period. An original letter addressed 
to Commissioner-General Abraham Sluvsken 
is also depicted here .and Siuysken's 'auto-
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graJJh. Also included are original Letter Seals 
used during the Dutch Period and the auto
graphs of the first Dutch Postmasters. 

FIRST BRITISH OCCUPATION. 
This exhibit contains an original letter ad

dressed to Major-Gen. Craig who was .ap
pointed the first Military Governor, and his 
autograph. There are also original letters 
addressed to Earl Macartney and Sir George· 
Yonge with photographs of these Governors 
and the autograph and seal of the latter. 

In this frame are to be seen all the Letter 
and Official Seals used by the British during 
their temporary occupation of the Cape 
( 1795-1803). 

THE BATAVIAN REPUBLIC PERIOD. 
Representing this period is a photograph 

from the Elliott Collection showing British 
and Dutch ships in Table Bay prior to the 
handing over of the Cape to the Batavian Re
public in 1803. (Photographed from a drawing 
made by one of the British officers on the 
spot.) There are a photograph and autograph 
of Gen. Jan Willem Janssens, the first Gov
ernor appointed by the Batavian Republic, as 
well as an original letter addressed to Jans
sens. 

There is a photograph of Commissioner 
Jacob A. Uitenhage de Mist who was sent out 
to take over from the British, also a letter 
written by de Mist to the Landdrost of Ste1 
lenbosch. 

There are also several letters that had 
passed through the Post Office during this 
period, including a letter from Holland 
stamped at the Cape with a double impres
sion of the V.O.C. Letter Stamp as used by 
the late Dutch East India Company and ·which 
was again brought into use by the Batavian 
Government. 

Panels III, IV and V. SECOND (PERMA
NENT) BRITISH OCCUPATION PERIOD 
TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
FIRST COUNTRY POST OFFICES, CIRCA 
1816. EARLY LETTERS, ETC., TO YEAR 

1853. 
In this frame are photographs of Sir 

David Baird and Commodore Popham, and an 
original letter addressed to Sir David Baird. 
There are several superb specimens of the 
First British Letter Stamp (the oval medal
lion), all on letters· dated 1806. 

A photograph of the Castle as it appeared 
during the Second British Occupation show
ing the brick parapets built by the British is 
also included, (photo by Elliott), as well as 
another photograph from the Elliott Collec
tion showing the First Post Office to be es
tablished outside the Castle in Cape Town in 
1809. 

Panels IV and V contain early letters sent 
to the Cape from 1806 showing British ship 
and other Letter Stamns. There are letters 
to the E.arl of Caledon, Sir Rufane Donkin, 
Sir Lowry Cole, and several more of the early 

Covenwrn together with the origi11ai Seals aud 
autographs of some of them. A fine item is 
an original letter "franked" by Sir George 
Napier and others. 

The complete collection of all the types of 
Letter Stamps used in the Colony from 1806 
to 1853 (the Pre-stamp Period) are depicted 
in perfect condition, with clear, superb im
pressions and all on original letters. The 
autographs of all the early Postmasters
General and Postmasters are also exhibited. 

Of interest are original letters addressed to 
prominent citizens at the Cape, as well as 
letters addressed to people of note by the 
inhabitants of Cape Town, such as Governors, 
Lady Herschel, Lady Maclear, Si1.· Thomas 
Maclear, Sir John Herschel, Sir Andries 
Stockenstrom, Charles Bell, John Montagu. 

A selection of the Letter Seals and Govern
ment Seals used during this period can be 
f;een, including the Post Office Seals, Land
drnst Seals, the latter being of special inter
est as the Landdrosts acted as Postmasters 
during the period before proper post off-kes 
were established. 

There is a photograph of the Post Office in 
St. George's Street, on the site now occupied 
by the Cape Times. From here the Post 
Office moved to its Adderley Street position 
in 1897. 

A very interesting item is a "Criss-Cross" 
letter showing how people economised in those 
days when letters were charged for at per 
sheet in addition to distance. 

This collection is complete in every detail 
for the period 1792-1853 and is unique. 

Panel VI. THE ADHESIVE STAMP 
PERIOD. 

THE CAPE TRIANGULARS OF 185::l TO 
1863. 

This exhibit opens by sho\ving examples of 
the first postage stamps in the world, the 
PENNY BLACK and THE TWOPENNY 
BLUE of Great Britain. This is followed by 
specimens of the 1841 printing, some of which 
are shown in reverse to illustrate the blueing 
of the paper through chemical action which 
in 1853 appeared in ~ the stamps of ONE 
PENNY and FOURPENCE of the Cape 
Colony. 

The complete series of the J>erkhu., Racon 
Printing8 are shown. 

There are photographs of Sir Harry Smith 
and Colonel C. C. Michell, together with their 
autographs. ( Both these personages \Vere con
nected with the Colony's first adhesive 
stamps). 

Blocks of four of the One Penny and Four
pence on blued paper are shown on original 
letters. Single Copies are also exhibited. 

THE WOODBLOCKS OF 1861. 
Photographs and autographs of Saul Solo

mon, who printed the "\Voodblocks," and 
Charles Bell, who designed the triangular 
stamps, are shown. 
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Specimens of bisected stamps showing the 
!)d. bisected and used with a ld. stamp for a 
4d. rate durmg the shortage of these stamps 
in 1861 are shown on the original letters. 

Specimens of the original Woodblock stamps 
are included together with a forgery for 
comparison. 

A sheet of the ONE PENNY in carmine and 
a sheet of the FOURPENCE in blue which 
were specially printed on 3rd March, 1941, 
at the Museum from the original woodblock 
plates are included to illustrate the issue of 
these stamps. A direct print from the orig
inal ONE PENNY and FOURPENCE dies 
engraved by Mr. C. J. Robtrts of Cape To\\'n, 
and from which all the ld. and 4d. stereos for 
the woodblock stamps ·were made is shown 
printed in black. 

THE DE LA RUE PRINTING. 
A complete selection of all values are shown 

together with ld., 4d. and 6d. stamps on the 
original letters. 

Triangular stamps of this period with can
cellations of both the triangle and oval date 
stamp in red are shown on the original letters. 
/l complete set of the RoulcttPd triangulars 
'is included. 

A triangular ls. stamp bisected and used as 
a 6d. stamp on piece of the original is shown. 

There are also several of - the defacing 
stamps and Post Office Date Stamps in use 
during this period to be seen. 

Included in the exhibit are several speci
mens of the triangular stamps showing manu
script cancellations. These are. shown in addi
tion to the manuscript defacement, with and 
without subsequent Post Office defacements. 
Similar cancellations can be found on the 
stamps • of other British Colonies, notably 
India, where the stamps were precancelled to 
prevent theft. 

Panel VII. THE ADHESIVE STAMP 
PERIOD, Continued. 

THE RECTANGULAR STAMP PERIOD, 
1864-1910. 

This exhibit contains a complete set of all 
the values and designs of the stamps issued 
during the period 1864 to 1910. 

The stamps are shown in mint and used 
condition. 

A bisected Sixpence rectangular used with 
a One Penny of the same type for a Fourpenny 
stamp during the' shortage of Fourpenny 
stamps in 1868 is shown on the original letter. 
These rectangular bisects arc far rarer than 
the triangular bisects and only about nine 
genuine specimens are known. 

A complete set of the stamps issued durinv 
the Siege of Ma/eking, 17th March to 24th 
May, 1900, are shown together with a few 
specimens of the overprinted Cape and Trans
vaal stamps used by the Boer and British 
forces during their respective Occupation.c; of 
l'ryburg in November, 1899, and May, 1900. 

(Continued on page I:ll) 

IN MEMORIAM 

BARBARA JURGENS 

A few miles from Cape Town, on the Great 
North Road, is the Wingfield Aerodrome, 
terminus of the great Imperial Airways route. 

On the southern side of the road is the 
vVoltemade cemetery. Two graves close to 
each other mark the last resting places of 
two unsung bene;factors to South Africa, 
Arthur Elliott, children's friend and photo
grapher of rare Africana and historical monu
ments, and his little friend, Barbara ,Jurgens, 
whose tragic death was the means of giving 
South Africa the wonderful collection de
scribed in this issue. 

Barbara was all that a noble girl could be. 
From her mother she had inherited a deep, 
religious feeling, from her father that love 
for the great open spaces; to her grannie she 
was a congenial companion and a light in the 
evening of her life; to those of us who knew 
her she was an innocent girl with a radiant 
smile, ever willing to be of service to her 
fell ow beings. 

Perhaps no better memorial of this quality 
could have been left us than in the Rarbara 
Jurgens Collection, which will be a real 
"service" to posterity. 

After this cruel war, civil planes will again 
fly across W oltemadc, and as they dip their 
wings to alight at their journey's end, maybe 
passengers, visitors and philatelists, will like
wise bow their heads in silent salutation of 
these two noble souls! 

L.S. 
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VRYBURG. 
The Editor, 
South African Philatelist. 

Sir,-On page 89 of the S.A. Philatel-ist for 
August, 1942, you mention that "Neither Gib
bons Catalogue, Mr. Rich nor Mr. Jurgens 
rnfer to how the overprint 'V.R. SPECIAL 
POST' is found on the Transvaal stamps. 
Actually I have one specimen on the M. read
ing up and another reading down; of the ld. 
I only have a specimen Teading up." 

Following this paragraph I mention the fact 
that Mr. St. Quintin makes no reference to 
the 2d. and 2id. overprinted as above, and in 
order to s·ettle this question I tried to get 
direct information from Mr.. St. Quintin him
self, but I have now been informed that he 
is dead. 

These stamps were all overprinted with a 
rubber hand stamp which accounts for the 
fact that both the M. and ld. values can be 
found with the overprint reading upwards as 
well as downwards. 

A pane of 60 stamps measures approximately 
u'i x 91 inches and in applying the hand stamp 
to these the pane would, it is safe to presume, 
be placed horizontally so that starting from 
the lower left hand corner of the pane the 
overprint would appear on the stamp reading 
upwards. Starting from the upper right hand 
corner of the pane the overprint would ap
pear reading downwards. 

I only have specimen.s of the :1d. with the 
overprint reading up and the ld. I have on 
original cover with overprint reading down. 

The 21d. I have seen with a horizontal over
print which is undoubtedly a fake. Apart from 
the fact that Mr. St. Quintin only mentioned 
the ~d. and ld. stamps and made no reference 
whatever to the 2d. and 2?id. it is a known fact 
that after the Boers, during their occupation 
of Vryburg had used up all the Cape stamps 
found by them and which they had overprinted 
Z.A.R. they commenced using ordinary Trans
vaal stamps which they defaced with the same 
Vryburg circular date stamp which they had 
used for defacing the overprinted Cape 
stamps, the only difference being that the 
Transvaal stamps show the date as "1900" in 
full whilst the former show "99" ( 1899). 

I have seen quite a number of these Trans
vaal stamps both on and off cover. I have 
seen as many as six one penny stamps on a 
letter, and I have a strip of three in my col
lection but apart from the two values ?id. and 
ld. I have never seen either the 2d. or the 
2~d. with the Vryburg post mark. 

Mr. C. Courlander, of East London, has a 
:.:;d. Orange Free State Stamp showing the 
Vryburg postmark,, and dated, I believe, 1900. 
There is nothing to indicate that this postmark 
is faked and it is quite possible that there 

were Free State Boers with UH: Comrna11<lo 
which occupied Vryburg. Anyway there is 
no evidence to show that when the British re
occupied Vryburg that they found any O.F.S. 
stamps, otherwise Mr. St. Quintin would no 
doubt have overprinted some of these as well. 

The Orange Free State stamps used in Vry
burg in 1900 must be extremely rare. 

Yours, etc., 
A. A .. JURGENS. 

The Editor, 
The South African Philatelist. 

THE 1942 GIBBONS CATALOGUE. 
Sir,-In the footnote immediately after 

South African Postage Due stamp No. mo, 
the figure 125 seems to be an error; should 
it not be 126? 

South African "Official" stamps, No. 0.25 
ld. value (12~ mm.). Upon examination, a 
sheet of these stamps contained only 20 stamps 
with 12~ mm. between the lines of the over
print and 169 with 12 mm. 

The whole sheet when analysed had spac-
ings as follows : 

111 mm. 
lH mm. 
lU mm. 
12 mm. 
12-l mm. 
12~ mm. 
l::.l mm. 

6 stamps 

') 
0 

16~) 
4 

20 
8 

30 stamps 
stamps 
stamps 
stamps 
stamps 
stamps 

240 stamps 
Could not this stamp be listed as, at least, 
lU to l::l, inst2ad of just 121? 

Similarly, 0.24 listed as 12½ has stamps of 
11. 

0.28 listed 12, has stamps of 13. 
O.28a listed 12, has lH, 12, 12~ and 13. 
(The foregoing figures represent mm. be-

tween the lines of overprint.) 
The above suggestions are not of course 

vital, but Messrs. Gibbons pril::le themselves 
on the completeness of their catalogue, a pride 
I may say that is second only to our high 
sense of appreciation for such a wonderful 
and indispensible guide to philately, but if a 
space can be spared in Stanley Gibbon's 
Monthly for a correction, I for one will be 
grateful; these little details count when speci
alising. 

Yours, etc., 
S. C. \V. WAREHAM. 

+ 
ANGLO-BOER WAR. 

P.O.W. CENSOR MARKS. 
With reference to the list of these marks 

appearing in our September and October 
issues, Mr. A. A. Jurgens has submitted a 
fifth Ladysmith variety. This is a square 
rubber stamp on violet; the wording inside 
the square is "P. of W./Passed/S.O.P. Natal/ 
Censor." The most interesting feature of the 
cover, from Mr. Jurgens' point of view, is 
that, although posted at Ladysmith, Natal, on 
13th April, 1901, it is franked by a current 
Cape ld. stamp ( an "Intercolonial"). 
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UNITED STATES WATERWAY PACKET
MARKS-SUPPLEMENT, 1818-1899. By 
Eugene Klein, 212 S 13th St., Phila
delphia. 

An addition of 190 newly recorded packet
marks to the original book of 1,940 reviewed 
in our issue of May, 1941 (Vol. 17, p. 56). 

The original gave descriptions of 620 and 
its publication obviously stimulated a search 
for specimens of this highly interesting phase 
of American postal history. 

Like its predecessor it is lavishly illustrated 
with tracings and photographic reproduc
tions. The edition is limited to 500 numbered 
copies. Even if you do not collect such items 
yourself, you will find the stories fascinating 
and for American postal history fans the sup
plement is, of course, as indispensable as its 
predecessor. 

WHITFIELD, KING & GO.'s "STANDARD 
CATALOGUE," 1943. 

Published at 7s. 6d., postage 7d. extra. This 
volume foreshadows eventual separation into 
two volumes-British Empire and Foreign. 
The present volume, in the style of past 
issues, consists of a British Empire section 
with a supplement, as full as has been pos
sible, to the Foreign Countries as given in 
their last year's number. There are 376 pages 
with 1,873 illustrations. Price revisions are 
on a large scale, especially of coronations and 
various Colonial commemoratives. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
S.G. Numbers - Used: 

EGYPT: Jubilee Seal F.D. Cover . . 84/-
NATAL: 139 •- 12/6. Mint 12/6 
PAPUA: 163 to 168, Mint . . 10/6 
INDIA: 220 to 225, Mint . . 12/6 

247 to 261 .. .. .. .. 5/-
262 - 3/6. 191 . . . . 5/-

CEYLON: 387 to 398 . . . . . . 20/-
CANADA: Mav -~ 1/-. Blue Nose . . 3/6 
AUSTRALIA: McArthur Set 3/6, Anzac Set 2/6 

Jubilee 8/6, Victoria Cent. 3/6 
'SUDAN: Palm Trees, Mint: 2p - 1/4, 3v - 1/8 

8v - 3/6, 20v - 12/6 
BRITISH GUIANA: 80 . . . . . . . . . . . . 5/-

BENONI STAMP SHOP, 
BOX 485. BENONI. 

BRITISH USED IN ICELAND. 
Specimens of British stamps used in Ice

land will not be easily obtainable, but they 
were actually used whilst British troops were 
there, for parcels and registered post. They 
may be recognised by the use of Army P.O. 
obliterators numbered 2, 3, 304, 306 and 308. 
Since these obliterators may be re-issued for 
use elsewhere, genuine "used in Iceland" 
stamps will need to hear dates not later than 
the time of the withdrawal of British troops, 
which was about April of this yea:c. 

SILVER JUBILEE, 1~35 
SPECIAL OFFERS OF OOMPLETE MINT 

SHEETS. 

BASUTOLAND ld, . . . . . . (60) 20/-
do. ld., 2d., 3d., 6d. (240) £20 

NEW GUINEA ld. . . (30) 30/-

P APUA ld. . . (40) 20/-

SOUTH RHODESIA ld. (60) 20/-

S.W.A. ld. (60) 35/
(60) 60/
(60) £25 

do. 2d ...... . 
do. 6d ...... . 
do. ld., 2d., 6d. . . (180) £28/10/-

UNION ~d. Plate I (Horseshoe. etc.) . £5/10/-
do. ½d. Plate II (long 1910, etc) . . 75/-
do. ld. Plate I (dots abt. head, etc.) £7/10/-
do. ld. Plate II (long 1910, etc.) £5/5/-
do. ld. Plate III (smoking buck, etc.) 75/-
do. . set of 5 diff. }d. and ld. sheets 

as above . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75/
(catalogued as normals £46/10/-). 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 

Special Offers-
1. South Afriea-"Jil)e:x" 2 panes, mint .. 

2. Ditto, use<l on 1st day covel' .. 

3. S.W. Afriea, war issue, eomvlete Ret, 
Mint vairs. Face 5/- . . . . . . 

4. Ditto, used pairs . . . . . . . . 

M.E.F. complete set of 5 overvrint on 
(ireat Britain K.G. VI, old coloun; . 

r.. South Afriea, ILG. V. 6d. Mint variety, 
missing "Z," Cat. 12/- . . . . . . . . 

7. llitto, Ai1·mail Ret, 411. & 1/- Mint 

3/6 

4/-

6/6 

8/-

2/6 

!"i/-

8. 100 all different Union of South Afriea 12/r. 

!). !iOO all different British AfricanR . £3/10/

WANT'ED TO BUY. 

For spot Cash. Collections, Lots and 
Accumulations of any size or description. 

Offers solicited. 

' 11■■-■m~~i·1=P=.o=.=BO=~=l:=69=B=L=U=~=AP=E=T=OW=N= Established in South Africa since 1930. 
First class references. 
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If you have access to any early philatelic 
journals between, say, 1865 and moo, or early 
"standard" catalogues of the same period, it 
would be interesting to turn them over in 
order to compare where they differ from sim
ilar productions of to-day. Apart from the 
vast quantity of new stamp issuing countries, 
of new stamps and designs--the most usual 
way in which the past and the present are 
compared by those who take the obvious and 
easiest route-there are two essential differ
ences. One of these is progressive .and the 
other retrograde. 

Modern standard catalogues are more speci
alised, set out in more detail, from a scientific 
point of view, and modern philatelic journal
ism, in the more serious journals at any rate, 
tends to give more information about the use 
of stamps and the history and administration 
of the posts. That is progressive. 

But look back at the old journals and cata-
logues and see how much more embracing they 
were and how logically .adhered to facts. By 
this I mean that they gave just as much im
portance to the new issues of and facts about 
the private and local stamps as to the Gov
ernment issues, on the one hand. On the 
other they embraced the Postal Stationery. 
Both these actions were logical. 

It would be impossible to write a history of 
or to form a museum exhibit of the progress 
of the motor car without starting at the be
ginning and without laying as much import
ance on the work of the pioneers, who pro
duced their cars by individual craftmanship 
and hard work, as on the modern products of 
the machine and the conveyor belt. One is 
part and parcel of the whole, and the latter 
depends on the former. 

So with the Private Posts. They came first. 
It was the family of Thurn and Taxis, which, 
starting in the 13th century,, mapped out .and 
laid, not only the foundRtions of the posts 
of Europe throughout six centuries, but drew 
the plan and produced the blue-print of every 
post of to-day. It was due to such pioneers as 
Dockwra in England, Todd in La Guaira, the 
Missionaries in Uganda and the Express posts 
of America that the early mails were carried 
and the way laid open for the ·wider adminis
trations of the Government posts. In fact, 
even after the establishment of the latter. it 
w.as often left to private enterprise to step 
in and help the Government Posts out of tig·ht 
corners, as in the case of the San Francisco
Fresno Bicycle Mail, the Cycle Posts of the 

Australian Goldfields and the Treaty Port 
posts of China, or the Lianos. Post in Con
stantinople. Therefore, I say that these posts 
deserve as much prominence .as the Govern
ment issues and the early collectors were right 
in taking their stamps as part of their col
lection of the World and as an essential part 
of the postal history, development and stamps 
of any one country. The old-timer, the true 
philatelist, still follows the same reasoning. 

Turn up the old standard albums and you 
will find in all of them spaces for the stamps 
of the Private and Local posts. 

Britain led the way phiL1telically, since in 
Britain was published the first catalogue, the 
first philatelic journal and the first albums. 
Perhaps as a result of this Gibbons led the 
way in World Standard catalogues and others 
followed Gibbons lead. Up till 1899 Gib
bons included ,all the local stamps; in fact for 
some years before that date Gibbons published 
a part III to their catalogue which was de
voted entirely to the "LocaF' stamps. Gibbons 
"Imperial" album was a pioneer of its kind 
with a world wide reputation .and that Album 
was in four parts, (i) British, (ii) Foreign, 
(iii) Local, (iv) Postal Statfonery. 

After 1899-probably due to the growing 
mass of new issues turned out by the Govern
ment printing presses-Gibbons decided that 
they c_ould not stock everything and disposed 
of their business in Local Stamps and Postal 
Stationery. A kind of pruning which every 
business has· to undertake which is expanding 
too rapidly for its space and efficient organ
isation. Since any catalogue is only a price 
list of the goods a firm has for sale it fol
lowed that, when they had no Local stamps 
to offer, Gibbons saw no reason to continue 
their Local catalogue. In due course also they 
ceased to publish parts 3 and 4 of their Im
perial Album. No one can blame Gibbons, 
but one can look with some surprise on all the 
other publishers and dealers who meekly fol-
lcrwed suit like a flock of sheep. · 

In the ordinary way this need not have led 
to the neglect of Local Stamps had the phila
telic press done their part, and particularly 
the publishers of other alburns. But in the 
early part of this century the album with 
fixed spaces for every stamp was still in 
vogue and, natu:rnlly, if there was no space for 
Locals collectors were apt to ignore, them. But 
the wol'st part about the whole show was that 
the newcomers to philately started off with 
the handicap that there was neither catalogue, 
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album nor journal to tell them .about Locals, 
and they were therefore left entirely in ignor
ance of their significance and came even to 
look on them with suspicion, or at least to 
discard them among the junk of "fiscals and 
labels." 

In the last decade there has been a revival 
in the collection of Locals, and the specialist 
regards them more .and more as being an in
tegral part of his collection of any country. 
In certain directions this revival has been 
more marked than in others, due to the pub
lication of certain local catalogues, either as 
books on their own or as part of other cata
logues. Examples of these are some excellent 
catalogues of the stamps of the Treaty Ports 
of Chma, the Zemstovs of Russia and the Ex
l1I'ess Companies of Germany and the additio11 
of the Swiss Hotel Posts to Zumstein's cata
logue of Switzerland. 

A few of the Private Posts still linger in 
the Standard Catalogues, some in all, some in 
one and some in another. Of these we still 
find Suez Canal; Tierra del Fuego; Medellin; 
Thurn and Taxis; Trinidad No. 1; the Turk
ish Admiralty; Manizales; St. Thomas-La 
Guaira; Hamburg Amerika Line and a few 
others, in one or other of the catalogues of 
Gibbons, Michel, Scott or 1Yvert. Why these 
have remained one does not know as it seems 
an empirical choice and one is inclined to 
suspect that in some cases the publishers are 
not quite certain whether these stamps are 
Government issues or not. It is true that 
some are semi-official since Todd produced his 
stamps, and his Service from Venezuela, be
cause he was asked by the Postal Authorities 
to help them out in the way of an overseas 
service; and the Turkish Admiralty S.S. Co. 
came to the rescue of the official mails. 

Other local posts have been well written up 
in various handbooks 1:md journals of recent 
years, and this has helped to maintain or 
increase the interest in them. 

The excuse that there are no spaces in our 
albums to-day no longer exists because none 
but the veriest beginner and lazy accumulator 
uses any but a blank loose-leaf album. 

What some of our ancestors would have 
done without these private enterprises it is 
hard to say, but it is certain that not only 
would world trade progress have been re
tarded, but that many Government posts would 
have been much later in coming into being. 
In fact even after the Government posts had 
taken over they were often forced to call on 
local enterprise to make their administration 
effective and to see them out of an impasse. 
The posts of Russia in the last century would 
have been impossible without the Zemstvos, so 
would the posts of Norway without the By
Posts and the posts of England without the 
)lrivate mail boats plying in their vast and 
intricate archipelagoes. 

There is word that a catalogue of the pri
vate posts of the world is now in preparation 
in England and if this comes to pass there is 
no doubt that the local:S will again have a tre
mendous revival. Informatior1 is all that is 

needed. Not only are their designs in many 
cases as attractive as the most glorious com
memoratives or the stateliest of the classics, 
but some of their production is marvellous, as 
for instance the five colour lithography of 
some of the Zemstvos, some are only excelled 
in rarity by the le. British Guiana, many are 
far rarer than the Post Office Mauritius, and, 
more than that, behind almost every private 
post and every Local stamp is a thrilling story 
of the pioneers of the posts. 
. The Hoyal Mail Steam Packet may have 
i~sued only one stamp, but behind that stamp 
hes the history of the West Indies, the Car
ri bean and Central America and of the posts 
of those regions over many years. 

The Danube Steam Ship Company issued 
only four stamps-a bare two values-but 
their postal service alone served not only the 
whole of the Danube basin from Hungary to 
the Black Sea over a period of more than 
forty years, but also stretched its tentacles 
to Odessa and Constantinople. 

Who can look at a stamp of the Pony Ex
press without picturing those thrilling rides 
from Coast to Coast of America, against every 
conceivable obstacle of man and nature? 

The "Courier Provisoire," which issued a 
si~gle stamp in Brussels during the early days 
of the German Occupation of 1914, is a story 
of courage and daring in maintaining an 
·'underground" post for patriots when discov
ery meant. death by the firing squad. 

A full history of all the prj_vate posts would 
fill an encyclopedia. · 

There is no lack of scope, for, exclusive of 
posts that changed hands and of the railway 
letter stamps, .and a number of posts that 
never had any distinguishing marks as far 
as we know (among which are the Natal 
Witness Express and Moffat's Post in Rho
desia in 1888, to think only of South Africa) 
there are over 660 private posts which either 
issued stamps, used handstarnp franks or had 
postal markings of their own! 

The range of value of these stamps is from 
M. to any thing you like to pay-if you can 
find the rarities-and the Lady McCleod of 
Trinidad, in spite of its high catalogue value 
is very far from being in the rarest class s~ 
a big and interesting showing can be got' for 
very little. 

But there is another aspect worth thinking 
of when deciding whether to collect Locals or 
not. The collection of Government stamps has 
gone on in increasing vogue and the mass of 
stamps turned out seems without end, in fact 
has almost reached the stage of a ramp to 
swamp the collector with commemoratives and 
needless issues. It is largely for this reason 
that the "Whole World" collector has almost 
disappeared and many, seeing no chance of 
keeping pace, have turned to dot-and-dash 
philately, which, while interesting and amus
ing to themselves, is a somewhat selfish form 
of philately and certainly not a means to in
crease the spread of our hobby. 

But the Locals .are static. Their active 
days are almost past, except for sporadic out-
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breaks here and there due to war and other 
unforeseen conditions. One 1 herefol'e knows 
what there is to collect, where one starts and 
where one stops. Further one can once more 
turn to a general collecbon of the world-for 
the private posts almost cover the world
with some hope of obtaining completion. 

Lastly there is the i11teresting story behind 
all the Local stamps. A collector of these can 
write up his collection in a way that will not 
only be of interest to non-philatelic friends 
(a certain way of getting in recruits) but he 
can make a show .at his local society which 
he knows will not be duplicated by his neigh
bour at a future meeting and which can not 
be put together from any local dealer's store 
by the simple mechanical process of taking 
out his wallet, The very getting toge th er of 
the information-which is .available-in order 
to write up a Local collEction, will offer many 
interesting hours, whereas the collection of 
modern stamps, once purchased, ends with a 
few lines of writing and the licking of a hinge. 

The collection of Local and Private posts 
is almost bound to be both educative ~md in
teresting, while the collection of stamps, most 
of which are sold by the dozen or the hundred 
in the Trade, is far from necessarily so. 

QUARTER PERFS. 

The Catalogue Editor of Gibbons Stamp 
Monthly admits having landed himself in a 
horrible mess by listing quarter perf s. The 
listing of perfs. is arbitrarily taken as the 
number of holes in a length of 2 m.m., but 
those responsible for perforating stamps have 
no interest in the philatelic scale and arrange 
the number to suit their own convenience and 
the strength of the paper they are using. If 
measured absolutely accurately, few perfs. 
will gauge exactly, say, 12, 12½ or even 121. 
If absolute accuracy is required there is no 
reason save convenience why eighths or even 
sixteenths should be ignored. 

Actuallr stamps perforated in the same 
gauge by the same machine are sometimes 
given a quarter gauge and sometimes not. 

They feel the time has come to call a halt 
to this nonsense and propose in future only 
to list to the nearest half. If the perforation 
gauges exactly between say, 12 and 12i (i.e., 
true 121), they propose to give this as the 

nearest half above-in the instance quoted it 
would be 121 therefore. 

We fancy most collectors will be grateful 
if this poUcy is carried out. 

U.S.S.R. 
Over a year ago we received a letter from 

"Mezhdunarodnaja Kniga," Moscow (which we 
understand is the official Philatelic Bureau), 
offering to send us photographs and descrip
tions of stamps about to be issued, in return 
for copies of the "S.A. Philatelist" featuring 
any information sent. 

We accepted the offer, writing on 5th Octo
ber, 1941. This was replied to by Moscow on 
3rd April, 1942, stating that our letter had 
just been received. In it they regret that it is 
not now possible to send photographs, but that 
descriptions of stamps will still be sent. This 
letter arrived here at foe end of September, 
but no descriptions of stamps have yet come 
to hand. · 

In the circumstances it will not be easy to 
keep up to date, as we should like to do, with 
the new issues of our gallant Allies. 

(Concluded from J)age 126) 

A set of the embossed .and perforated 
Revenue Stamps which were prepared unde1· 
~he Stamp Act of 1864 and which were genu
mely used for the prepayment of postage on 
letters, unofficially, are shown all on ori-
ginal letters. ' 

A specimen of each of the varieties of 
Revenue Embossed stamps as used by the 
Dutch .and later by the British is shown, 
together with a selection of the different de
signs of Revenue stamps in use in the Colony 
up to 1910. 

Various items on the original covers are 
also shown. 

Examples of Cape stamps overprinted "(;" 
for use in Griqualancl West and which were 
distributed among various post offices in the 
Colony to be used .as ordinary Cape stamps 
after the territory· of Griqualand West had 
been annexed to the Colony in 1880 are shown 
all bearing Cape Colony postmarks. 

The whole collection, with the exception of 
the errors, is complete in every detail. 

The Barbara Jurgens Collection will no 
doubt become as famous as the Tapling- Col
lection in the British Museum, although in 
scope they may differ. 

Collectors of REALLY . FINE BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ONCE 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
r•n approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARD IAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 W esthill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

'I'IIE !'Ill L.\TI•JLIC FEI>I.;H.\1'H>X 0.1!' ~OL"TIIEHX 
.. U'H I<'.\. 

Tlw E.xl'ellti,·e of the Federation has dedtled that 
( 'ongre:-s will not lw ltel<l rluring 1!l42.. . , 

Tlw last CongTPH8 wa:,; lH-•ld at J'retona in ::'i:ove111-
IH'r, 1 n;;!), a n<l i1 was then ltorw<l 1liat Congrpss 
woultl s11h:-;1•q11Pn1lr 11,, hel1l annually. In 1!140, how
PH'r, Jwcaw,e of war eo11ditions, tlw E.xPcutiv_e .d<>
l'idf'd not to hold Congr<'HH for tllat ;r<'ar and s111nla r 
d.-d:-iou:- ,n•re, takPn t'or ltl4l and again for J·:>4:2. 

The E.x1•euti\·e l101w:- that <'OIHlitionH will lw s11d1 
I tiat ('oll.!!,T<'H8 ,viii l)e lwl<l during Jll4~L 

In the uwautime the B.x<•<·11t i\ e iH <·a1Tri11g on wit II 
Ille routine work of the l•\·<IPration. '/'he Nouth Afri
,·r111, Philatelist is puhli:-lwd h;r the FPdPration, and 
tlw uH•mlJ<•rs of the E.xeeutin! meet at intpn·als to 
hPar n•portH from the lion. Ed;tor aud l Ion. Hm;in<'HH 
:\lanager of this maga,r,ine. 

In th<' rn1•a11tinw it iH 1·p11111·stt•<l that <·onstitueut 
,;oeidie:,; of 11w Fe<krnt ion will :,<!IHI i11 :my .in
formation of philatelic intl•rp:,,t to t lw Hon. Bdiior 
or the l'hilatelist netails of philatPlic r<>sear1·li 
sl10ul1I also he sent in . 

• \nv information about the Fedcr:,tion ean be oh
taim•<l froin the Hon. Nenetary, .:\Ir. I. lsaaes, 1)10 
I Ii:- .\Iajesty's Buildings, Eloff Nt1Pet, ,Johanner:burg. 

+++ 
c )l{.\:\'(HJ FJUJE ~'l'ATE AND HA:::H.:'l'OLA:\'1> 

President, Mr . .T. B. Levy; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
R. C. Lyon, Box 702, Blomnfontein; Meetings, 3rd 
Fridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein. 

.U the annual general meeting in October, the 
vresident, .\Ir. J. B. Levy, could look back in hi:,; 
rPport on a most active H]l(l suecessful year of tlw 
Society. 'l'he membership lws h1creased to round a 
hundred; :,;tamp sales in tlH• exchange department 
1·ompared favourably wi1h Jormp1• yea1·:,;; some out
standing displays had hPe11 giYen in the pnst year; 
and last, b1it not lea~t, the ~ociety has been ve1·y 
aetiYe working in aid of the Yarion:- war funds to 
\\·hich handsome sums' luul )wen contl"ibuted. In thii,; 
,:onnection, the adoption, of a prisoner of ,Yar might 
e:,;peciallv tw mPntiouPd · 

.. \11 offieerR had dmie t lieil' jobs with ndmirnblP 
keenne88, and this wa:,; a<:k11owledged by' the meeting 
in re-electing them all 1'01· tlie eoming Yf'a1·. Includ
ing some newly elected eollHHltte~! nwmber:,;, the com
rnittet' will consist of the following members : 

l'rPsi<l<'nt, .:\lr. J. H. Levy; dee-prPsident, .:\Ir. C. 
.\. Lars<'n; hon. \lecretar;r-ti:eastu·t•r, .\Ir. H. C. Lyon; 
<'X<'hange RUIH•rintendent, :\I 1·. J. Le,Yis: pl'es:,; ron•ps
pond<'ni, Ur. K. Fn'll!Hl: hon. auditor, .\Ir. \\'. nickiP
c 'lark; co111111itt<'e llll'lllbel's, 8qua<lron-Leatler Atkin
~on, .\11'. \\'. \\'. Hornh;r, .\lr. ,\. } ... iehtPnst,•in. 

.\lr Lichtenstein pn':,wntPd sen•ral new iHHU<'H of 
,·arioi,s 1"1"<'<) 1"renel1 ('oloni<'S for the he1wfit of 1lw 
l'risoner of \\'ar Fund. TIH'sP stamps ,Yen• auction<•d 
at 1 he rnPeting, as Wl're 1-<<'\·eral pPrfeet eopies of 
Cape Triangnlars, dona1P<l J'or th<~ :,;amp fund by .:\Ir. 
U·. K. J<'ol'bPs, of J'ort ElizatJ<'th. 

An appeal is again m,ul<• to all memlwrs through
out the l'nion to SPrnl stnrnp lois, <>.t<'., to tlw SP<'
rl'tan· in ai(l of tlw last me11tio11ed fun<l. 

Fo111· ]l('\Y llll'llll>t•1·:-; \H'I"(' ('llrollP<l. ('ountJ•y IIH'lll
lH•rs who wight pass I :1m-111fontPin rna;v 11011• 1 Ila t 
th<• nl'.xt lll<'Pting will h<' lwl<l on :!0th Xm·ewlH•r. 

+ + + K.1,'. 

l'HJ,;TOitL\ 1'1111,.\'l'ELIC ~<;('IE'l'Y. 

l'rr;;iclcnt, A. E. Dm:d0n: Hon. Secretary, H .• \. 
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Jleetinr,s, 1st and 3rd .:\lon
days, 8 p.m., Technical College. 

Citll (ktohPr . .\11'. llawk<' 1·pad :111 Pxtra<'t on lhP 
fina1wial aHl)<'<"I of phil:11Ply . 

.\11·. llod<I ga,·<' a papPr 011 .\r:.!Plltin:t :1 <·ou111ry 
\\'hid1 had IH'Pll hi:- hollH' J'or m1111~- yea 1·s. HP .trn H' 
:1 brief :t<'<'Ollllt of tlw gPogrnphi<':ll a1Hl <'lininti<' m.:
JWets of this lm:gP <·0111111·,\'. !IP tlwn <10nlt ,Yith 

111P rnai11 i11du:-tri<·s \\'hit·l1 ,1·prp <'hi<'fl.,· farn1ing :llld 
dPS<TilH•d the enormo11s :. r<•as th:11. \\"<TP giY<'n o,·<'r 
to l':IJl<'hing and grni11-g·1·owi11.e:--m:1n,v or tllP pro 
<lul'ts heing p.xportPtl. .\ l'PtPn1 i:,;s111• of .. \rgl'11t i1w 
:.:tamps trt-•pkts many H<'<'llt>:-- and ilw:dPnts of' this 
larg·p i11d11st 1-y. 

l•Jxhihits w<'rP tahlPd b.v .:\Ir. I>od<l wlw sho\\'('d 
~i.rgP11tirn•, <'hili mHl Cn1guay mid, :\Ir. I:as,h-n. who 
shmYPd his finP eollPdion of the hull':,; Pye is:<ue or 
l:ra,r,il. 

1!lrh ()(-tolwr.--- Aft>'r \\"<'l(·omi11;2; mP111IH•1·s from th" 
.J olut 1111ps!Jurg Noeiety, _\Jr. I :aRd('.11 n1 ca tP<I t hp <'hair 
in fann11· of ::\Ir. L:rn;i;, viee-presi<lPnt of tlw .Jol1:111-
ll<'Shurg ~odPty, ,Yho I ltPn int roduc<•tl thP lllPllliH'r:-
''"ho WPJ'(' providing <'xhihits. :\Ir. I{p(lfol'(l l1is fi1w 
<'nll<•1·t io11 of thP Uoltl ('oa:,;t; .\lr. ('I'<'W<'l showPd :1 
11i<"P lot of .\lo,r,mnhiqn<'. indmling .:-,;y:issa : .\Ir. 
~drnh:i rt :-hmY<'<l a11 :1 I most eomplPte <'OIIPction of 
.\ustrali:i: J>r. llosHa<'k gaYP ,t :,;hort tl<'s1·ription or 
111<' Nolomo11 Islands, arnl show<'d n ni<·P 1·ol1Petio11 
of the sta111ps; .\Ir. Lang showPd a fin<' lot of (':qw 
st:irnps -till' triangular:- bPin,g ('Xc'Pptionall~- fill<'. 

1)1·. I:1°<)11g·hlon th:mkP<I 1hP dsitors J'or 1hP ,·p1•r 
•·njnyahl<' <'\'Piling tlwy l>:t<1 proyi1l<'d. · 

+++ 1L\.W. 

(',\l'E TO\YX l'JIIL.\TELH' ~O('JJ,;'1'\". 

l'rc&ident, K. Ale.xmHler; Hon. Sec., K. CamPnm. 
!I, Pineway, Pinelands, Cape; JJJectin!J&, 2nd and 41h 
;1:1mrsdays, i\ledical House, ~15, \Vale Street, C,tpe 
lown, at 8 p.m. 

It is not surprising in these time8 of :;tress that 
iutere:,,t in the Society continues to grnw while tlw 
opportunities for relaxation and diversion are so 
happily catered for in the activities of our philatelie 
Nociety. 'l''he huge tlll(l eontinuous atten<l:111cPH of 
members and viRitors at ! lw meetings have been ampl<' 
<ffidence of this and the <lii-:plays have been of an 
exceedingly high order and in many cases showing 
great originality on the part of the Pxhibitors. 

On the 24th ::leptemlwr, 1942, .:\lr. L. .4imenhol'J' 
IHovicled the exhibit of' tlw e,·e,1ing. He chose for 
this his fine eolh.ction of American stamps, ranging· 
from the Columbus isRnes to the prPR<•nt clay com
memoratives, and adde<l to these a ,·p1·y cornprelwn
sive collection ot' F1·1·11th eo11m1pmol'a ti ,-e stamps. 
Outsta11ding amongst tlw former were se, Pral high 
Yalue:,; of tlw Colurnl.Jns :,,et, in p:trtic•nlar the thret• 
and fiye dollar 01ws, mi111, and i,1 immaculate eon
dition, while in the Omaha SPt thPl'P was the beanti
ful one dollar stamp in mi11t c111Hli1iou ( depicting 
\\'estern cattle in storm), "l1ieh was mneh admired. 
The pic111res1111eu<::·ss of both 111<' .. \rnPritnn and 
Frendt Rtamps mHl tlwir :ntisti<'. quali1if•s are so 
well known to ,tll tlrn t ll<• funlw1· <·omment on this 
side of the exhibit seem:,; 11<-'cessa1T. 'I'he admirabl<' 
mounting. of the starnps ,md th•~ :1J"t!stic setting-out 
of the colleetion a:,, a wholP was, hnwPYer, worthy 
of the highest praise . 

.\Jr. E. C. Solomon PxprPsH<'<l 111<' appr<-•<·iation of 
1he memlwrs to .:\Ir. ~imenhoff for his PxrPIIPnt 
<lispla:v. 

8th Odolwr, 19-J.:!.- :\II'. P. P. Housst•au <'lltPrtai111•d 
ihe lllPPting with llis l'<'rn,ukahlP eollP<'tion of st:rn,p:-; 
depictiJ1g- Tr:n-el a11d 'l'nmsport. 'I'he diHplay w:is 
outstanding in many l"PHpPds -Y:1 riety, origin a Ii t y, 
artisti:cn<'HS and PduC':1tion;1l valuP---and .:\[r. RouH
seau's ability a8 a ;ionrnalist was <'XPmplifiP<l h_v thP 
lurid descriptions supplPll,<'ntine; 1 Jw Htamps and hy 
Hie intPrPsting- p:qwr whi<'ll lw' rP:Hl. ::\Tr. ~i1110nhofr 
1,xrn·esH<'tl nu, appn•l'ia t ion of t IH• mcPting for 1 lw 
E•xhibit. 

'I'he · 11R1ial auction salPH W<'l'P pro<·t•etkd with ;ind 
furtlwr enrollllPlltR of lll('l!ibPl"H. 

E,C.N. 
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ONE SHILLING "BANTAM." 
The reduced size 1/ - denomination appeared 

on sale at some offices about the middle of 
November. These stamps, like the full-sized 
ori~inal. are bilingual and do not need to be 
collected in pairs. They are printed in sheets 
of 240. 

The design, representing the Tank C~rps 
and the various other mechanised services 
under this unit of the army, has not been 
changed, other than that the circular space 
of the value tablet is no longer shaded. The 
stamp is printed in a slightly lighter shade 
of brown than the full sized original. 

Collectors overseas can obtain suppli~s by 
writing to the Under Secretary, Staff, Room 
7 A, G.P.O., Pretoria , and sending a money 
order, postal order or bank draft sufficient 
t o cover the value of the stamps required, 
plus the necessary fee covering registered 
postage. 
BANTAMS "UNROULETTED BETWEEN." 

At least one sheet of the Ud. reduced size 
Union war effort sta mps has been purchased 
r: nd found to have no rouletting where it 
should normally be. 

This variety may come to be described as 
"imperf. between," but it should, of course, 
be called "unrouletted between." 

V V V V V V V 
BRASIL. 

A commemorative, 400r, sepia, has been 
issued in connection with the 4th National 
Eucharistic Congress, held at Sao Paulo. The, e 
hr:s also been a new issue of a 300-r denomina
tion in the ordinary series. 

Dr. Mario de Sanctis. 

BRITISH BECHUANALAND. 

The July-September number of thP. P .. J.G.B. 
has an interesting article by Mr. H. R. Holmes 
on the first (1886-87) issue of Bechuanaland 
in which he points out there are few British 
Empire stamps of so late a date 0£ which so 
little is known. We know nothing of the set
ting of the overprint and not even the name 
?f the firm who made the overprint or where 
1t was done. The exact date of issue of the 
various denominations are also unknown. 

We understand that Mr. A. A. Jurgens has 
been continuing his delving into the Archives 
in Cape Town and that be may be able to 
throw light on some o fthese points shortly. 
Our readers have something to lo ok forward 
to in the way of new information on an old 
subject. 

8•• 1
•

1
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===~~ B. & K. ~~~ 
The firm that supplies the stamps 
others cannot. Our prices are reasonable 
though in some cases n'ot so low a~ 
quotations elsewhere, but we can fill 
most requirements. We aim to be able 
to supply 

ANY STAMP OF ANY COUNTRY 
(except recent issues) 

and can generally off er most stamps of 
a want list, however difficult. Let us 
know your requirements. We never 

worry with unwanted selections. 
BRIDGER & KAY, Ltd., 

. 86 Strand, London, W.C.2, England. . 
0 ........................................................................................ ,,.,[:] 

AIRGRAPHS. 
The Green List published by Mr. A. Phillips 

of Newport, Mon., in his Air Mail Magazine, 
has the October issue devoted to Airgraphs. 
There are already something like 127 varie
ties of 19 types given, mainly from Middle 

. East and India. Other countries like Rho
desir:, Canada, U.S.A., etc., just beginning to 
come into the picture. Here is a big new fi ~ld 
for collectors. 
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Through the co-operation of Messrs. Thomas 

De La Rue and Co., Ltd., it has become pos
sible to clarify a philatelic controversy which 
has long perplexed students of the Union 
King's Head series of typographed adhesives 
produced by that firm beginning in September, 
1913. It can now be stated definitely that the 
lateral or "isolated perforation" frequently to 
be found on roll stamps of the series was put 
into the perforation die jn order to provide 
an automatic means for holding a sheet of 
stamps in position when trimming and cut
ting• into panes from which to make the rolls. 

Four denominations of the King's Heads
M., ld., Hd., and 2d.-were issued perforated 
14 x imperf. in rolls of 500 and 1,200 consist-
ing of a series of 50 or 120 ,ioined strips of 
10 stamps each, with a strip of white paper 
approximately the size of one stamp affixed to 
each end of the roll. Strips were j cined to
gether by leaving about one-quarter inch sheet 
or gutter margin attached to the top stamp 
of each strip and pasting this to the gummed 
side of the bottom stamp of another strip at 
its lower edge. The ''isolated perf." variety, 
which occurs in each of the four denomina
tions, ordinarily shows as part of a hole near 
the left or right bottom of a stamp 4 mm. 
centre to centre above and on an axis with 
a hole of the regular horizontal perforations. 
Rare examples are known where it appears 
.as a complete hole, but the existence of "iso
lated perf." holes on both Kides of the sam2 
stamp is unknown. 

Controversy as to the origin and purpose 
of the "isolated perforation" began in 1926 
with the apearapnce of Mr. Ritchie's classic 
handbook (1 ) in which he advanced the theory 
that: 

"The sheets of stamps used to prepare the 
rolls are evidently, after printing, per
forated either by a single line machine when 
there are no side perforations 1 or by a 
comb machine in which only as many needles 
are left in the vertical direction at every 
stamp width as there are side holes. A 
variety which exists, although most uncom
mon, consisting of' a single perforation hole 
at the side near the top of the stamp instead 
of the bottom is evidently the res1-1lt of a 
sheet being perforated upside down. (Per
foration inverted) ... 

"The side perforations are evidently in
tended as a guide for cutting the sheets into 
strips, but even the rolls/ with the side per
forations often show a big variation in the 
way the strips are cut, very wid<' margins 
occurring on either the right or the left of the 
stamps, the other side then being cut very 
close." ( 2 ) 

Messrs. A. Lichtenstein, of Bloemfontein, 
and A. H. Sydow, of Capetown, with whom I 
corresponded last year in the course of pre
paring a monograph on the King's Head 
issue ( 3 ), helpfully made available to me cer
tain data obtained from studies they had made 
as to the occunence of the holes. Upon the 
basis of their observations .and my own, Mr. 
Ritchie's theory, although ingenious, seemed 
untenable. Mr. S. G. Rich, of Verona, N .. T., 
concurred in this belief but he and I_ accepted 
Mr. Ritchie's further opinion as to the method 
by which sheets were converted into rolls, 
which was summarised in my monograph as 
follows: 

"Mr. Ritchie reasoned that sheets intended 
to be made into coils ( ordinary sheets of 
240 consisting of four panes, 6 x 10) were 
perforated horizontally and assembled into 
lots of 50 for making coils of 500, or of 
120 for coifrJ of 1,200. A lot of1 50, for ex
ample, was then cut in half horizontally 
across the horizontal gutter, and the two 
half lots were matched to form hvo pads. 
Top and bottom margins of each pad were 
trimmed to leave only the width required 
for the join. The pads were sliced verticall~
to yield 24 little pads each of whicn con
sisted of 50 strips of 10 stamps, the quan
tity required to make one coil of 500. All 
top marginal pieces of the little pads were 
retained to make joins; all bottom marginal 
pieces were discarded except one to which 
one of the white end-papers was joined." ('1) 
Subsequently Mr. Rich and I came to doubt 

that the rolls had actually been prepared as 
Mr. Ritchie supposed. Our reservatjons were 
strengthened upon consulting with Mr. F. 
Pfeifer, also of Verona, and a widely experi
enced practical printer; and they were con
firmed by furt!1er examination of a number 
of joined pairs. For example. we were unable 
to discover a single paste-up join jn w"hich the 
vertically trimmed edges of one of the stamps 
were not accurately aligned with and in exact 
prolongation of the corresponding vertically 
trimmed edges of its mate. Other charac
teristics which one would expect to find pres
ent in paste-up joins if they. had been pre
pared from strips taken from "little pads," 

(1) Hit('hie, .J.: "'l'lw AdhesiYe Postage Htarnpl'l of 
1he l"nion of ~ou1h ..\friea, lneorporating nlr. 
<t. \\". Hf>;vnol<l'R 1Inrnlhook of 11l21.'' ~outhern 
~tamp Co ... Johann<'l'lhurg, Hl2(i. 

(2) l11id., pp. ~!J-:30. 
(8) Loh<l<'II. II. l<J.: The f)p La Hn<' GPorginnR of 

~onth .\frien r'ollf'ctnrs f'/11/J Philateli.,t. Vol. 
XX, pp, 2~i>-2-H. Oetolwr, i:J41; Yol. XXI, pp. 
1:1-:12 .. Tnnuar,v, 1!l4~. :ind pp. 10:-i-122, .\pril, 
1942. 

(4) lllirl,, Vol. XXI, Jl. 2H, .Tmmai·y, 1H42. 
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were likewise absent. Mr. Rich and I were 
thus impelled to conclude that the paste-up 
operation must have preceded the cutting 
operation by which the stamps of a pane were 
divided vertically into strips of single-stamp 
width. 

In the meantime it had become possible for 
us to postulate several further theories as to 
the origin and purpose of the "isolated per
foration," and additional correspondence had 
ensued with Messrs. Lichtenstein and Sydow, 
and with other philatelic authorities jn South 
Africa and England. No wholly satisfactory 
answer eventuated, however, until the prob
lems were taken up with Messrs. De La Rue 
through the agency of Mr. L. J. Gilbert-Lodge, 
Honorary Secretary of the Royal Philatelic 
Society of London. 

Since the information sought related to 
manufacturing methods long since abandoned 
rather than to any of the necessari1y confi
dential relationships between that firm and 
its clients, two of De La Rue's officials. defi
nitely confirmed the fact that two extra 
punches were put into the perforation die in 
addition to the single straight line of perfor
ations as' an adjunct to the procedure then in 
use for making rolls. These two extra punches 
were placed so as to coincide with the outer 
vertical edges of each of the panes. Their 
purpose was to provide an automatic means 
for holding a sheet of stamps in position when 
trimming and cutting into panes from which 
to make the rolls. 

After perforation, the sheets of stamps in
tended to be mader into rolls were trimmed on 
a special machine known as a circular trim
ming table. The usual long knife descendPd 
as in all ordinary paper-cutting machines, but 
instead of the usual fixed table with adjust
able stops against which the pile of sheets was 
butted, a revolving iron bed was provided, with 
detents or, stops to secure uniformity of loca
tion whenever desired. 

Each sheet of the pile was: held in position 
on the iron bed by four protruding pins which 
passed through two pairs of these extra per
foration holes. By revolving the table and 

shifting it to the several locations for which 
the detents had been set, the operator was able 
by successive strokes of the .knife to remove 
unwanted portions of' the right and left sheet 
margins and the vertical gutter, and to remove 
all of the top and bottom sheet margins and 
the horizontal gutter except !<Uch portions as 
were retai,ned to make the paste-up joins to 
form the rolls. 

These trimming operations thus yielded a 
supply of trimmed and separated panes ready 
for joining to make a web. Th is web was then 
slit into the actual rolls on a machine using 
rotating circular knives and capable of pro
ducing continuous roll strips of 500 or 1,200 
stamps, the two sizes in which the King's 
Head rolls appeared. Each stamp in either 
the left or right vertical row of each pane 
in the web had one "isolated perf." at its left 
or right side, respectively. The slitting oper
ation ordinarily cut through each of these 
holes, but misadjustment sometimes permitted 
the knife to miss the hole. This would account 
for the rare instances in which the "isolated 
perf." appears1 as a complete hole on an issued 
stamp. 

The opinion seems to be general in phila
telic circles that the "isolated perf." is to be 
observed more often on the left than on the 
right side of the roll stamps. This probably 
is an error, as the material in the Rich and 
Lobdell coliections and duplicates gives such 
preponderance only by counting, not the 
strips or total number of pieces, but the num
bers of stamps. Much of the unused ld. 
material which gives this preponderance is 
known to have come out of one long roll strip. 
once owned by Mr. A. E. Le Roy, of Braden 
Castle,, Florida. It is probable that the sup
posed frequency of left side "isolated perfs." 
is merely a statement that once held true, 
dut to one source having supplied many of the 
copies in philatelic hands. The used copies 
which have been seen by Mr. Rich seem to be 
about evenly divided between the two sides 
in this respect, except that a used copy of the 
2d. with the "isolated perf." on the right has 
not happened along. 

[!)111111111,11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

Collectors of REALLY FIN:E BRITISH COLONIALS 
should get into touch with me AT ON(E 

Selections of choice Mint or Used 

AFRICANS, AUSTRALIAN STATES, NEW ZEALAND, WEST INDIANS, Etc., 
PTI approval to medium and advanced collectors. These books can be selected from at 
ONE-THIRD of Catalogue price. Also a choice lot of EDWARD IAN and GEORGIAN 
issues, Mint or Superb Used, at 50% off Catalogue. REFERENCES ESSENTIAL. 

J. BIRD 6 Westhill Rd. London S.W.18, England 
Ii] tlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllUlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllU&UIIIIIIIII UIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIUIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIANIIIIIIIIIHlllllllllllllllllllll(i 
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i SOUTH A'fRICAN TELEGRAPH STAMPS i 
I By A. E. BASDEN. ! 
iutlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll,: 

It is really very extraordinary ( when you 
come to think of it) that stamp-collectors 
(who, as a rule, are very independent and 
rightly collect what they like and in th eir own 
way) so blindly follow their pet catalogues; 
if the stamp or class of stamps is not men
tioned-then they are just not interested! One 
can understand, to some extent, the neglect of 
postal stationery, because it is rather bulky 
(although many who do not touch postal 
stationery collect similar buik in the form of 
first-day and air-mail covers!) but ' 'locals," 
telegraph stamps, and private postage stamps, 
aid stamps "used abroad" are also neglected. 

Now once upon a time our favourite cata
!ogue tabled all the items above-mentioned 
( except "used abroad" which is now quite a 
feature under "Great Britain") but now it 
only catalogues Telegraph Stamps-which is 
to be the subject of this note-under Great 
Britain. 

As the telegraph is part of our postal sys
tem (in that it conveys mess.ages handed in 
at post offices for delivery to the addressees 
by the post offices at the points of destina
tion) so telegraph stamps are truly postage 
stamps, and are to be regarded as such. They 
are pretty fully catalogued by Yvert & Tellier 
but not by S.G.; and because they are not 
catalogued by S.G., (other than G.B.) they 
are almost entirely neglected in Soutl: Africa. 
But advanced and specialist collectors do n ot 
reject them; and there is no reason why the 
normal collector should do so. On the contrary 
he is losing much of interest by doing so. 

How many readers of the South A.frican 
Philateli.c;t collect telegraph stamps, even of 
their favourite countries? One per cent? What 
do our home collectors know of the telegraph 
stamps of Natal, O.F.S., and Transvaal? And 
they are many, and there is much of great in
terest, as will be found on reference to the 
three countries mentioned in "Africa," Part 
II (Natal) and Part III (Transvaal and 
O.F.S.), where telegraph stamps are fully 
tabulated. 

Natal first issued telegraph stamps in 1881 
-a Queen's head definitive set from ld. to 
£5, inscribed "NATAL TELEGRAPHS" and 
:he value. Most are scarce, the £5 being very 

valuable used or unused. A i~carce provincial, 
date unknown, is the Cd. Q.V. mauve over
printed "TELEGRAPH." In 1902 fiscal 
stamps surcharged with new value and over
printed "TELEGRAPH" were used. there be
ing four different types of the "Thiee Pence" 
surcharge on 4d.; one of the 6d. on 9d., .and 
two of the "One Shilling" on 9s., on ,£1, )lnd 
on £1 10s. Most of these are scarce to rare. 

Telegraph stamps were first issued in 
Transvaal in 1901 l Yvert sa ys 1897) when the 
current ld., 6d. and 2s. 6d. wer e overprinted 
"Transvaal Telegraphs." The 2s. 6d. value ,vas 
later surcharged "One Shilling-." All are fairly 
scarce. A rare item is the E.R. I. 6d. over
printed in 1904. From 1900 to 1902 certain 
fiscal stamps were similarly overprinted-

10s., £1 and £5 and 5s. surcharged on £2. A11 
are scarce to rare a nd hard to come by. The 
ls. Cape revenue of the period, surcharged 
"TRANSVAAL" was also used for telegraphic 
purposes. 

O.F.S. gives us an extraordinary selection 
of telegraph stamps, p robably larger than any 
other country; capable of forming an attr ac
tive collection in themselves; of considerable 
interest; and occasionally used on letters and 
parcels. Everyone that collects O.F.S. should 
collect the telegraphs ; many of them are in
expensive but others are r.al'e. The first set 
was issued in 1885 and consisted of four 
values ld. to ls. overprinted (hand-stamp) 
usually in violet, "TELE-GRAAF" in two 
lines; but to mention all the issues, with par
t iculars and varieties, would make this article 
much longer than was orig in.ally intended. 
Perhaps some day the Editor will permit me 
to submit for publication in the South African 
Ph-ilatelist a reference list, with notes, of the 
telegraph stamps of O.F.S. Many readers will 
be surprised and interested. 
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KENYA NOTES 
Mr. W. Tunstall supplies the follow

ing list of plate numbers of Kenya stamps, 
stating that it may not be complete for the 
values above 1/-. 

The first figure for each denomination is 
that of the Duty Plate, the second figure 
that of the Centre· Plate. 

let 5ct l0ct 15ct 20ct 30ct 
Geo. V .. lA 

IB 
Geo. VI 1 lA 1 - 1 1 - 1 lA 

1 1B 1 lA 2 1 2A 2 -
1 1B 2 1 2B 2 2A 
2 - 2 lA 1 3B 2 2B 
2 lA 2 1B 2 2A 2 3A 
2 1B 2 4A 2 2B 2 3B 
3 lA 2 4B 2 3A 3 3A 
3 1B 2 3B 
4 lA 
4 1B 

PRICE LIST OF STAMPS 
IN SETS AND PACKETS 

New 1942-3 Edition 

Price one shilling, post free. 

You will not need this list if you possess 
our 1943 Standard Catalogue, but all 
other Collectors will find it an invalu
able help. There are no longer any free 
lists and requests for copies must 
include remittance. Only a few avail
able. 

WHITFIELD KING & CO . ., 
IPSWICH ENGLAND. 

Established 1869. 

CAPE POST OFFICE STONES. 

1 
1 

The "London Philatelist" for August has 
a fine .article by our old f:;:·iend A. A. J urge:os 
on the inscribed stones used in the early days 
as post offices at the Cape. There are six 
beautiful reproductions of photographs of 
these stones. We hope it may be possible 
sometime to reproduce these in our pages. 

1 
2 

He notes incidentally that the le stamp is 
not much seen locally in postal use; its main 
function seems to be to make up odd amounts 
on Customs forms. 

The 70c overprint on 1/- Union, meant for 
Airgraph rate, is also not much used for or
dinary postal purposes, although one 'with a 
5c stamp meets the rate for a 1 lb. parcel, and 
a pair with a 20c stamp meets registered air 
mail rate to the Union. 

50ct. 1/- 2/- 3/- 5/- 10/- 20/-

1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 1 Al 
1 lA 1 lA 1 3A 
1 1B 1 1B 

1 4A 
1 4B 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
S.G. Numbers - Used: 

EGYPT: Jubilee Seal F.D. Cover . . 84/-
NATAL: 139 - 12/6. Mint 12/6 
PAPUA: 163 to 168, Mint . . 10/6 
INDIA: 220 to 225, Mint . . 12/ti 

247 to 261 ,. . . . . . . . 5/-
262 - 3/6. 191 . . . . 5/-

CEYLON: 387 to 398 . . . . . . 20/-
CANADA: Map - 1/-. Blue Nose . . 3/6 
AUSTRALIA: McArthur Set 3/6, Anzac Set 2/6 

Jubilee 8/6, Victoria Cent. 3/6 
'SUDAN: Palm Trees, Mint: 2p - 1/4, 3p - 1/8 

Sp - 3/6, 20p - 12/6 
BRITISH GUIANA: 80 .......... ,. . 5/-

BENONI STAMP SHOP, 
BOX 485. BENONI. 

PHILATELIC DEFINITIONS. 
Blocks.-Stamps collected by persons who 

have four times as much money as those who 
collect one of .a kind. 

Exhibition.-A place where everybody 
shows their stamps and other collectors win 
awards. 

Coils.-Stamps issued in rolls like amuse
ment tickets and very useful for wrapping 
packages when in large strips. 

-"Stamp Collectors' Fortnightly.'' 

EARLY FRANKING MACHINES. 
Machines which may be regarded as the 

forerunners of the meter machines, but were 
minus the meter, were first used in New Zea
land in 1904. Britain followed next in 1912, 
with a machine which simply impressed a 
stamp-ld. Postage Paid-on the envelope 
which then passed to a letter box. This was 
withdrawn after some months because (a) it 
functioned badly, ( b) required frequent clean
ing, (c) similar impressions could readily be 
made by rubber stamps.-'British Philatelist.' 
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"MAD1E -TO - ORDER" COVERS 
By A. A. JURGENS . 

• IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJIIIIUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIJll llllllllllllll!llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllL., 

A Post Office Regulation which was in 
operation both in Cape Colony and Bechnana
land, as well as in the Transvaal and Orange 
Free State Republics from the very commence
ment of the use of adhesive postage stamps 
up to the time of Union in 1910, made it 
compulsory for all letters to be backstamped 
on arrival. 

Postmasters did not always carry out this 
regulation according to instructions in that 
they often applied their date stamp on the 
face of the letter, but this slight infringement 
appears not to have been censured by the 
Postmaster-General. On very rare occasions 
they even omitted the backstamping or "front 
stamping'' altogether. 

This backstamping at the period was, de
spite the rare omissions mentioned above, 
nearly .a 100 per cent. job so that at least 99½ 
per cent. of letters passing through the post 
from 1853 to 1910 are to be found back
stamped. 

The instructions given to postmasters was 
to the effect that the office from which the 
letter was despatched, described in the Act 
as the "Despatching Office," had to deface 
the stamp with the defacing implement in 
such .a way as to make it impossible for the 
stamp to be used a second time. The office 
date stamp had to be applied to the letter 
either at the back thereof or alongside that 
of the defacing stamp. 

The Post Office in the town to which the 
letter was addressed was referred to as the 
"Receiving Office," and the postmaster of this 
office was instructed to apply his Office Date 
Stamp to the back of the letter showing the 
date upon which the letter had been received 
by him. 

In the event of a letter being sent from a 
despatching office "A" to the office of desti
nation "C" and it so happened that the letter 
had to pass through .a post office "B", which 
was on the postal route and where 
mails had to be remade for "C", then the post
master at "B" was required to impress the 
letter with his office date stamp both on the 
date of receipt and the date of despatch from 
his office to "C". 

In such cases covers are often f oun<l show
ing the date stamp of "B" impressed twice on 
the letters, both being of the same date, which 
means that the letter was received and 
despatched by "B" on the same <lay. Differ
ent dates can naturally be found according 
to the number of posts passing between "B" 
and "C'' per day or per week. 

Although the Postmaster-General overlooked 
the infringement of the regulations by post
masters applying their receiving office date 
stamps on the face of the letter instead of on 
the back, he took a very serious view of the 
infringement of the regulations when post
masters omitted to date stamp the letter alto
gether, and there is a case in point where a 
certain postmaster at X, who had already been 
cautioned for this omission, became involved 
in a dispute about the arrival of .a certain 
urgent letter, and upon a complaint being 
made by the addressee of the letter to the 
P.M.G., and there being no date stamp evi
dence to prove the case in the favour of the 
Post Office, he, the postmaster, X, was dis
missed. 

The .above information is given merely to 
show that the backstamping of letters during 
this period was rigidly enforced and as such 
it has a great bearmg on the ''Made-to-Order" 
covers in distinguishing such from those which 
had genuinely been conveyed through the post. 

The first of the "Made-to-Order" class I 
will refer to is the Palapye bisect of Bechu
analand. There is in existence very convinc
ing proof that the Station Master at Palapye 
Siding did run out of a supply of stamps of 
two pence denomination. It is also necessary 
to explain that the stocks carried by him of 
the lower values would not have helped him 
out of the difficulty had he resorted to their 
use to make up the two pence rate of postage 
(two pence being the rate of postage on letters 
under the half-ounce at this time). He was a 
station master who acted as postmaster as 
well, and his office w.as only a Siding and of 
very small consequence so that his stock of 
postage stamps was very limited. 

This information comes from a highly in
formed Bech-..ianaland postal official, whilst 
another .account was given to me also by a 
postal official to the effect that only 4d. 
stamps were available at Palapye Siding at 
the time. 

This clash of information however does not 
in any way .alter the main theme of things. 

The fourpence stamp of Great Britain over
printed for use in Bechuanaland was bisected 
and used as a twopenny stamp, the postmaster 
adding his initials to all such letters stamped 
thus and passing through his office. 

Then came the speculative element and large 
quantities of 4d. stamps brought from other 
post offices where there happE·ned to be large 
supplies were bisected, placed on envelopes, 
addressed with fatuous addresses, and stamped 
to order. These were in addition endorsed by 
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the postmaster as he had done with the pre
vious letters and handed back to the person 
who had brought them. 

The main culprit, or the person who really 
started these bogus covers, was an officer in 
the Bechuanaland Border Police, who, inci
dently, was also a stamp collector. 

The making of these faked bisected Pala pye 
covers was only a mild example of the faking 
that was going on in the Territory by a certain 
postmaster assisted by "Get rich quick" 
philatelists. 

The fourpence on halfpenny vermillion with 
overprint inverted (which was at one time 
listed by Stanley Gibbons until it was dis
covered to be a fake), the halfpenny on three
penny (S.G. No. 29) with the overprint in
verted and the one penny (S.G. No. 5b.) over
print double, all of whi~h can be found defaced 
with the genuine Vryburg circular date stamp, 
are a few examples of what was manufactured 
in the Protectorate at that time. 

All Palapye bisect covers must be back
stamped to be regarded as genuine, those not 
backstamped are made-to-Ot'<ler and merely 
curiosities. 

Vryburg Covers. Practically the same re
marks made about the Palapye bisect apply 
to covers with the local Vryburg issue. Here 
we find the complete set of stamps, viz., ½d., 
ld., 2d. and 2½d., a total' value of 6d. used on 
letters which could have reached their desti
nation for the sum of one penny. These covers 
were also made-to-order, the stamps were can
celled by an obliging postmaster, and the 
covers handed back to the owner. 

The genuine covers of this issue, which had 
been conveyed through the post must be back
stamped. 

Of course it must be understood that even 
some of these backstamped covers were in a 
way made-to-order, an example can be found 
in those covers addressed to the Postmaster, 
Johannesburg. These bear the full set of 
Vryburg stamps (Cape overprinted "Z.A.R.") 
and are beautifully backstamped with the 
Johannesburg date stamp. Although it is 
known that these latter were made for specu
lation, there is no evidence to show that they 
were not actually conveyed to Johannesburg 
through the proper channels, the post office. 

The Vryburg covers are also to be found 
with the following: 

(1) Genuine stamps defaced with a fake 
date stamp. 

(2) Faked stamps defaced with the genuine 
date stamp. 

None· of the above have been seen by me 
which had been backstamped. 

In regard to the Transvaal stamps over
printed "V.R. SPECIAL POST" which was 
used by the British during their reoccupation 
of Vryburg, I have not sufficient evidence at 
my disposal to give any decided opinion for 
or against, but it is my firm belief that both 
the 2d. and 2M. of this issue are bogus, and 
therefore covers showing the complete set of 

the four values would require very careful 
study. 

Coming to the last of the Vryburg covers, 
viz., the ones on which can be found Cape 
stamps ( S.G. Nos. 58, 58 and 67) initialled by 
Mr. C. S. St. Quintin. I have definite proof 
that these stamps which instead of the usual 
date in the centre of the Vryburg circular 
date stamp show the initials of Mr. St. Quintin 
(see South African Philatelist August, 1942, 
page 89) were genuinely used by the Military 
authorities in the Civil Post Office at Vry
burg. 

It would appear, however, that Mr. St. 
Quintin must have initialled the sheets of mint 
stamps, each stamp separately, and that when 
the date stamp (Vryburg) w.as applied it was 
stamped neatly on the cove:r. so as to bring 
the initials directly in the centre of the Vry:.. 
burg circle. · 

This is merely assumption on my part be
cause so many of these covers are found ::td
dre_ssed to people resident in Vryburg, and 
w~ic_h are . not backstamped. This, in my 
op1mon, brmgs them within the category of 
"Made-to-Order,'' and I can hardly associate 
Mr. St. Quintin as being a party to this. It 
must be understood that although the letter 
may be posted at Vryburg to an address in 
Vryburg it must still, under postal regulations, 
be backstamped by that office on the date of 
despatch. 

The argument has been put forward about 
these initialled covers that owing to the date 
slugs, or type, having been removed by the 
!3oers when they ~eft Vryburg, the hackstamp
mg of a letter with a stamp showing no date 
would have served no purpose. This argument 
appears reasonable at first sight, and I would 
have been prepared to accept it had it not 
been that I have seen some of these covers 
which had been dated in manuscript. 

The Mafeking covers come under the same 
category as those of Vryburg, and only those 
backstamped should be considered as genuine 
and not made-to-order. 

During the Boer War there were several 
of the war correspondents who .accompanied 
the Boer forces into Natal and upon the occu
pation of such places as Dundee, Newcastle, 
Charlestown, etc., the Burghers who were al
lowed to writ~ home to their people had to pur
chase Republican stamps from the Field Post 
Offices which accompanied the Commandos. 
Jn Dundee the original circular date stamp 
used by the Natal Post Office was used by the 
Boers to deface Transvaal stamps on letters. 
No Natal stamps appear to have been found 
by t~ese forces, otherwise they would most 
certamly have been overprinted "Z.A.R." as 
in the case of the Cape stamps at Vryburg. 

.,_ In N ewcas~le and Charlestown, and probably 
o~her ~owns mvested by the Republican forces, 
a spec1.al . rubber stamp was used by the Field 
Post Office, such as "Veld Post Kantoor " 
etc., and these were in the majority of cas~s 
impressed on the letters and across the stamos 
in violet ink. ~ 
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The several war correspondents mentionecl 
here were to a great extent responsible for 
\he specul~tion which resulted in this type of 
South African War Covers. Had the matter 
been left to the Burghers themselves, these 
co-:-ers to-day would have had very high phila
telic rank. As it is the Hoof d Postmeester a 
Mr. Hugo, seems to have associated hims~lf 
with this speculative element, with the inevit
able result that the whole business was over
done. 

Hundreds of these covers showing either 1d. 
or ld. Transvaal stamps (S.G. Nos. 216 and 
217) were stamped to order and handed back 
to the owners, and these appeared in the win
dows of the Rand Daily Mail, Johannesburg, 
where at first they fetched good prices, but as 
the stock of covers seemed inexhaustible the 
racket w.as soon bust wide open, and the re
maining covers were sold for whatever they 
would fetch. 

The genuine covers in all such cases are 
those which show either the Johannesburg 
Post Office date stamp at the back or the date 
stamp of the town of the letter's destination. 

The above information w.as given to me by 
one of the war correspondents some years ago 
who offered me about 25 such covers for five 
shillings. 

All these South African War Covers, there
fore, to be of any value at all must be back
stamped. Backstamping, .as already mentioned, 
does not guarantee that the cover was not 
specially prepared as a financial venture but 
it- does make it smell better than those' that 
were simply stamped and returned to the 
owner. 

It is most unfortunate that there is no way 
whatever in which a perfectly genuinely used 
war cover can be identified from one made for 
fina:i:icial g1:1,in, but it is advisable, when pur
chasrng such covers, to get those addressed to 
some old Boer family or some private indi
vidual. Those addressed to Box numbers and 
especially those addressed to the Box nu'mber 
of the Rand Daily Mail, are in the majority of 
cases the very ones manufactured to order. 

If they are backstamped then although they 
are addressed as above, there is still the pos
sibility that they were actually conveyed 
tl1I'ough the post, but personally I would much 
prefer a cover addressed to the relations of 
some Burgher in the field. 

Whatever objections there may be by 
readers of this journal to what I have said 
here, the fact remains that the information 
given here was obtained many years ago by 
me from the very people who were responsible 
f~>r this Boer War philatelic ramp, a11d a con
siderable sum of money wns collected by these 
people. To those readers who to-day have 
such non-backstamped covers in their collec
tions I would suggest that they cut their losses 
and treat their treasured B·oer War items 
merely as non-philatelic curiosities. 

..---···-----·-····------1 
l STUDY YOUR COUNTRY'S STAMPS ! 1 ...... ____________ _. 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 
AND 

NEW YEAR OFFERS 
8. Aden 1939 Centenary fa-8 as. 3/-

20. Burma 1935/39 3 pies-8 as. 5/6 
9. Br. Somaliland 1938 ~a-1 R. . 27 /6 
8. do. 1942 fa-12 as. . 5/-

12. Fiji, incl, War Prov. etc. . . 3/6 
8. Kenya o/ptd on Union cpl. mint 5/6 
9. do. KG6 le to 2/- used pict. 2/-

20. So. West Africa V oortrekker 
cpl. . . . . ,. . . . 15/-

16. do. Coronation cpl. 7 /6 
18. do. War issue cpl. 8/6 
32; India KG6, 3 pies to 12 as. 

used . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3/6 
4. Zanzibar Sultan's Jubilee cpl.. 2/6 

24. Australia 1913/36 KH & Kan-
garoo to 2/- ........ 4/6 

23. do. 1937/42 KG6 to 5/- 4/6 
24. do. Commemos and Airs 4/6 

4. do. War issue cpl. . . .. . 4/6 
3. do. War Provs. cpl. . . 2/6 

11. Union & SWA Triangulars cpl. 7 /6 
12. do. Huguenot issues cpl. 8/6 
22. Union Voortrekker 1933/38 cpl. 15/-
20. Union War issue (large types) 

30. 
25. 
8. 

50. 

39. 

50. 

cpl. . . . . . . . . . . . . 8/6 

FOREIGN: 
Argentina, with recent pict. etc. 2/6 
Free French Colonials 4/6 
Ethiopia 1942, 2. issu2s cpl. . . 4/6 
Mozambique Co. 1918/31 pic-

torials k to 20 Es. . . . . 7 /6 
Mozambique Co: 1935/7 obso-

lete picts., triangles and 
airs to 5 Es. . . . . . . 7 /6 

Soviet Russia, Polar Flights 
& other recent Commemos 12/6 

SPECIAL: 
202. Empire Coronation cpl. in 

De Luxe Souvenir 
album £4 10 0 

All nett, c.w.o., Post Fr2e. 

Approval selections on request, 
against references. 

A. LICHTENSTEIN 
P.O. Box 576, 

BLOEMFONTEIN, O.F.S. 
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Sir, 
PERIOD OF ISSUE OF MAFEKING 

STAMPS. 

In his summary of the contents of the re
markable Barbara Jurgens collection, Capt. L. 
Simenhoff mentions that ''a complete set of 
the stamps issued during the Siege of Mafe
king, 17th March to 24th May, 1900, are 
shown ... " ("S.A. Philatelist, Nov., 1942). 

These dates are wrong, as might be seen 
from the following: 

Ali catalogues without exception state as 
period of issue of the Mafeking stamps: 24 
March to 17 May, 1900, which, however bold 
it may sound, is not quite correct, either. Th2 
23rd of March was the actual first day of 
issue, when first printings of S.G. 1 and 3 ap
peared, notable for _their regular, undamaged 
lettering, while later printings of the follow
ing days show certain settings and character
istics. Besides having a genuine Mafeking 
cover in my possession with. a stamp of "first 
printing" affixed and c~ncelled on the 23rd 
March ("first day" cover~ to use a modern 
expression), Mr. J. V. Howat, the late siege 
postmaster, has confirmed to me in a letter 
that the 23rd March was the first date of 
issue. 

Therefore, all Mafeking stamps bearing a 
cancellation date before 23rd March must be 
fakes, and the date of 17th March must have 
bee.n stated in error in the above-mentioned 
article. 

With regard to the last day of issue, the 
date of 24th May is also not correct. It is 
true that Mdeking stamps have been used on 
letters after the Relief by inhabitants who 
had some stamps still on hand. .Such letters 
were passed by the authorities, who cancelled 
them with the general cancellation "Field 
Post Office B.O.-British Army, S. Africa." 
I have such a cover in my collection. 

But the last date of issue was officially 
the day of relief, i.e., the 17th May. Adually, 
stocks were exhausted a few days before 
that date, according to Mr. Howat's informa
tion. 

Yours, etc., 
K. FREUND. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111u1111111111111111111111111111111111c11111,111 

ANTARCTICA. 
The "Australian Stamp Journal" quotes 

from the "Revista," published by the Argen
tine Philatelic Society, that the Argentine is 
to open .a post office in the S. Orkney Islands. 
A meteorlogical station has been maintained 
there since 1902, the staff being changed once 
a year. A post was operated there in the 
opening year (see "S. African Philatelist," 
Vol. XI, 1935, p. 54), but this appears to be a 
recrudescence. It may be questioned if there 
is any real need for such an office and pos
~jbly it is mant mainly as a gesture to sup
port the claim of the Argentine to ownership 
of this group of islands. They are generally 
supposed to be a dependency of the Falklands 
Islands, which are also, of course, claimed by 
the Argentine as theirs. 

Special Offers-
1. South Africa-"Jipex" 2 panes, mint . . 3/6 

2. Ditto, used on 1st day cover . . 4/-

3. S. W. Africa, war issue, complete set, 
Mint pairs. Face 5/- . . . . . . 6/6 

4. Ditto, used pairs . . . . . . . . 8/-

5. M.E.F. complete set of 5 overprint on 
Great Britain K.G. VI, old colours . 2/6 

6. South Africa, K.G. V. 6d. Mint variety, 
missing "Z," Cat. 12/- .. , . . . . ,. . 5/-

7. Ditto, Airmail set, 4d. & 1/- Mint 5/-

8. 100 all different Union of South Africa 12/6 

9. 500 all different British Africans . £3/10/

WANTED TO BUY. 

For spot Cash. Collections, Lots and 
Accumulations of any size or description. 

Offers solicited. 

I E. ·--■P.O. BOX 1669 

BLUM 
■■■ Established_ in 
■ First 

CAPE TOWN 
South Africa since 1930. 
class references. 

In spite of war difficulties, Messrs. Whit
field King & Co. seem to be able to carry on. 
As can be judged from an advertisement ap
pearing on another page, they have not only 
been able to issue their Standard Catalogue, 
but dso their usual (now 73rd edition) Price 
List of Stamps in sets and packets. From this 
it appears that there are still a few stamps 
to be bought in England at reasonable prices, 
although some folks would have us believe 
that there is almost a stamp famine. There 
also does not appear to be any great diffi
culties in the way of sending remittances to 
purchase stamps ,and, as -we know, stamps 
( and other things) still have a habit of ar
riving here safely. 
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O.V.S. 0 V.R.I." ld. PURPLE 
HANDSTRUCK DOUBLE 

OVERPRINT 
By S. C. W. WAREHAM. 

The stamps concerned in this note consist of 
a right hand marginal block of 4, of the ld. 
purple "thick V" setting, stamps 5 and 6 in 
two rows. The top No. 6 stamp having a 
break in the thin stroke of the "V," and the 
lowel'I No. 6 stamp a thick "V." 

Examination of other panes shows only one 
position where a thick "V" is immediatelv un
der a thin "V" (with a broken stroke)· and 
that is stamp No. 61 in both rows 1 and 2 of a 
right hand pane. This would indicate that 
thEJ block in question came from the top right 
hand corner of a, right hand pane, but for the 
purpose of reference in this article, I will 
number the item horizontally left to right, 1 
and 2, 3 and 4. 

I h_ave ~nown of this item for some years, 
but _srnce 1t has only lately come into my pos
sess10n, I am only now in a position to de
scribe it in detail, and since I think it unique 
I hope you will find space in the Magazine1 t~ 
describe it. 

On stamp No. 2, the loop, the period and the 
front leg of the R, were originally missing 
and a complete: R without a period and rather 
out of register was printed over the remaining 
portion, i.e., the back leg. 

On stamp No. 4 (thick V) the same thing 
has occurred except that the period is not 
!llissing and the registration is good, so good 
!n f3:ct that, unless a magnifying glass is used, 
1t might he passed as normal. 

By a strange coincidence I have also, as a 
single, a "thick V stamp" of the same value 
showing the loop and the front leg of the R 
practically non existant, but the period has 
remained and this stamp co"incides with the 
"thick V" stamp in the block of 4 under re
view (stamp No. 4) showing most graphically 
the reason for the double overprint. 

Anyone seeing this single stamp as the 
printer must have seen it, would immediately 
realise that, either the R would have to be 
overprinted or renewed, and according to the 
evidence before me, I have no hesitation in 
saying that it was overprinted with a piece 
of loose type and no doubt renewed at once, 
unless of course there are other similar items. 

Reverting to stamp No. 2, the ab~ence of 
the period is significant' in that the loop, front 
leg and period being originally absent and 
the loose type used to overprint having no 
period included as an integral part of itself 
the item is obviously a quick emergency hand 
overprin~ with a single piece of type without 
the period attached. 

Upon first examining these stamps, I was 
under the impression that a broken R on stamp 
No. 2 had been replaced with an I and an R 

handstruck over it, but the discovery of the 
stamp immediately below it with the same 
correction1 caused me to examine them both at 
great_er length and with a glass of 60 magni
fications I was able to decide and to here 
st,ate ~efinitely that both stamps have broken 
Rs,. with handstruck double overprints. 

Smee I have never heard of stamns simi
lar to these, and since both stamps ar~ on one ' 
block and arei in horizontal pairs with a nor
mal stamp, failing the existence of others of 
which if they exist I will no doubt hea~, I 
regard the item as unique. 

(;] 111 u1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111l!) 

I cOL~~io~;FE~f NTs I 
(Twopence per word per insertion with 

minimum of 2/- per insertion). 

Orange Free State.-ApproYal selections 
wanted. Must be fine, well-centred 
copies. 

William Redford, Box 7012, Johannes
burg. 

Transvaal, Griqualand West, O.F.S. 
covers and rarieties wanted b.r 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 

For Quality and Variety-Globe Pac
kets.-Extensive price lists free. 
Serious collectors write for finest ap
proval books of your country. Re
ferences. 

Globe Postage Stamp Company, 117 
Longmarket Street, Cape Town. 

10,000 Space Fillers wanted to com- • 
plete World Collection of Normals to 
1933 issues. Good prices for good 
specimens, mint or used. Want list 
any country on application. 

E. Hunt, Box 2437, Johannesburg. 

If interested in S.A. Colonies or Union 
Mint Blocks, Postage Dues, Officials, 
write to: · 

E. Tamsen, Box 13, Nylstroom. 

Wanted.-Transvaal (1st Republic), 
Early Natal, Tati Concession, Boer 
War Locals and Commando Stamps. 

Noel Roberts, Booysens, Johannesburg. 

St. Helena, all issues wanted urgently 
for cash. Good prices paid, rare or 
common stamps. 

Thiele, 455 West Street, Durban. 

Telegraph Stamps wanted, especially 
O.F.S. Please send on approval to 

A. E. Basden, Box 238, Pretoria. 
[!]1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111118 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

POH'.r ELIJ'.;AH1'JTH PHII ... ATELIC SOC1E'1'Y. 

President, G. K. l1'orbes; Hon. !Sec., C. W. Shef
field l' 0. Hox 88; l\leetings, •1th '1'u<>sc1ay, 7.45 p.m., 
'L'oc '11 • Hooms, Norfolk House, Main Sueet. 

At the meeting held on the 27th October the at
lf'IH1ance was noc so large as on former occasions, 
v,hich was probably owing/ to the blackout. :\lembers 
found it <litficult to locate the ne,v premises of the 
'l'oc lI, which have moved from the P . .bJ. A8suranee 
Building to Xorfolk llouse, :\lain Street. 

The new room is much larger than the one vacated, 
with a table nearly the length of the room, which 
gh·es members plenty of space to exhibit their speci-
1,1ens. 

A shadow was cast over the meeting when l\Ir. 
I<'orbes announced that the secretary, Mr. Sheffield, 
hacl rhat morning been knochYd down b;r a motor ear 
and had sustained a badly broken arm. :\Ir. Shef
field ,vas greatly missed, as he had always a fund 
of dry lmn1our. 

Another member, l\lr. J\lcGregor, was in St. 
Joseph's Xursing Home waiting to undergo an op
eration. \Ye wish them both a spee<Jy recovery, ancl 
hope to ha ye them ,vith us at our next meeting. 

Our exchange superintendent. :\Ir. Campbell, said 
that owing to the illness of bis wife he had to go 
:nn1y for some time, but didn't wish to resign. l\lr. 
C(wtzee kindly stepped into the b1·each, and said Ile 
would carry on for a month when Mr. Campbell 
would definitely know what his plans were. 

A warm arnl hearty welcome ,vas given 10 one of 
our members, Mr. Hohinson, who is on active SE'l."

vice, and being in J'ort Elizabeth for a few days, 
u1me to the meeting. You e::in always be sure J\lr. 
Hobinson has somethiEg of interest to tell us abot1t 
stamps. -

::Ur. l1'orbes then read us ~1 lmmorons ehapter from 
the book "l\lany a Green Isle," .about Cayman Isles 
ancl the Turtle, ancl we all enjoyed it. 

The books of stamps from 8tanley Gibbons was 
then put up for auction; business was brisk ancl the 
stamps ,vei-e quickly .disposed of. 

The evening should have been given over to a 
<l<'l>atf', but owing to the absence of . the secretary. 
~~1~d the small atternlance it was decided to postpone 

:\Ir. Forbes can always be relied upon in an emer
W'I!Cy, and he didn't disappoint us this 1jme. Jfo 
displayed some albums of British Colonials. among 
winch were some n'ry fine specimens, also blocki,; 
an<l half sheets 

+++ L.E.C. 

PRETORIA PlULA'1'Ji;LIC SOCIETY. 

President, A. E. Basden; Hon. Secretary, H. A. 
Wager, P.O. Box 514; Meetings, 1st and ::!rd Mon
days, 8 p.rn., Technical College. 

Xo,· ~.--.Ur. Hawke rencl :-;ome philatf'lic extracts. 
:\IJ'. Hudd read a paper on the wondel'fuh thino-s 

ca!led lo mind by an examination of the Cornmemo"i·
:ttl\"e stamps of the I "nited States of Amel'ica. J,'or 
n!srance, a commemorath·e to I<Jdison, who, when he 
died, had 1,000 pa tents in his name. 'l'lten there 
wa~ l<Jmerson. one of the world's most l'enow1wd 
~vnters. . TlH: Army arnl ~avy series depicted many 
1a_m'._rns_ f1ghtmg men and :\Ir. Rudd described some 
of ,heir notable careers ancl showed how closely 
t_ltey were comwcted with the hi8tol'y of the Unite<l 
:-,1 ates. 

Xo,·ernher l<i. ---Se,·Pl'al short pa1wrs ,v<>re rea<l. 
::\11·. Hawke gn,·<\ au account of a philatelic exhibition 
held in l'rngda in Czechoslm·akia in 1 n:18. HP 
~how0<l 1 hP la rgP striking en talogue com1ect0cl with 
,\~i~G)~i~:~. stress0d 1h0- v:due of SU("h an international 

::\fr. Hmhl <lPSCl'iiH'<l his first possPssion of the 
18!)8 l\Iap stamJl of Can:Hla. ,vhich was also a Christ
mas st:rnfp. 1 le pointed ont that this stamp was 
probably the origin of charity stamps, later takPn 

up by many countries, for instance, Switzerland, 
Holland, Belgium, etc. 

::\Ir. Basden showed and describPd some rare S.A. 
items lately added to llis collection. '.rwo of the 
items were rare combination co,·ers and hvo others 
were unique examples of eovers each carrying two 
, ery rare varieties of the 'rransvaa I stamp surcharged 
"Halfpenny." + + + H.A.W. 

O.F.S. AND BASl''l'OLAND PHILA'.rl!JLIC SOCIETY. 

President, Mr. J. B. Levy; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
R. C. Lyon, Box 70~, Bloemfontein; .illeetinyt1, ~rd 
Fridays, Oranje Koffiehuis, Bloemfontein. 

At the November meeting, the president welcomed 
as visitors several officers of the Bloemfontein Air 
::,chools. 

'l'he usual feature, "philatelic news of the month," 
was presented by i'ur. A. Lichtenstein, who reported 
interesting excerpts from current philatelic papers. 

Mr. F. Carter gave the complete inside story of 
the l!'ree State "Conmmndo" stamps, mentioned re
cently in the Union daily press. 

'l'he display of the evenmg wa::; given by j_\fr. J. 
Lewis, who exhibited his outstanding Free State 
stamps coYering the time until the British occupation 
Starting with pre-stamp covers, the collection con: 
tains nearly all known Yarieties, and many unknown 
ones, as for instance a stamp with "double impres
sion." A section dealing with cancellations showed 
the majority of the nmm~ricals. 

An auction ::;ale in aid of the Prisoners of \Yar 
Fund concluded an interesting evening. 

On ::,aturday, 28th Novemtier, members had a 
special treat at ,\lr. J. B. Levy's residence, where 
lJr. Kaplan, of J olmnnesburg, as guest of honour. 
displayed some of his ex<:ellent material. 

+++ K.li". 

CAPiil TOWN PHILA'.rELIC SOCIETY. 

Pret1ident, K. Alexander; Hon. Sec., K. Cameron, 
9, Pineway, l'inelands, Cape; Meet-ings, 2nd and 4th 
?;lrnrsdays, Medical House, ~~5. Wale Street, Cape 
Iown, at 8 p.m. 

22nd October, 1942.--Dr. R. Follen produced an 
original display with his stamps depicting a tour 
from the Cape to Cairo. 'l'he items shown were ex
ceptionally interesting, ranging from Cape pnlstamp 
covers to modern J,]gyptian. '.l'he route covered all 
8outh Africa, Rhodesia, Mozambique, etc.---with an 
excursion to Mauritius-and up the I1:ast Coast to 
Zamdbar and Somaliland. '['he president thanked Dr. 
Follen for his unusual and attractive exhibit. 

The usual auction sales were held, and also a raffle 
and sale of stamps for war funds. 

12th Xovember, 1942.-.'.\Ir. D. Harris chose for 
his exhibit his very fine and valuable collection of 
.!'\ewfouncUand stamps. and coupled with these selec
tions of Barbados and Benuu<hl. The Newfound
land collection was certainly an outstanding one, and 
apart from the intrinsic value of many of the early 
issues exhibited, the display ,vas noteworthy for the 
fine .condition of the stamps and the many valuable 
items. most of whielt were in mint condition A 
special feature of the collection was the numbei· of 
mint copies _of the various issues of the "Royal 
Crown and Heraldic Flowe1·s." The stamps ranged 
from very early issues to the most modern, and the 
exhibit was surprisingly complete in respect of most 
is~ue~ of the delightful Hilll picturesque stamps of 
tlns 1sland. 

Mr. K C. Solomon suitably thanked l\lr. Harris 
for the display. · 

The hon. secretary reported a donation of stamps 
for war funds by Messrs. A. J. Xorth and Co, and 
it was resolved to thank :\lessrs. North and Co. "there
for. 

In view of the prevailing blackont conditions in 
Cape Town, it was agreed that future meetings would 
comm0nce prnmptly at the early hour of 7.;-w p.m. 
Ro as to penuit 01' members to return hom0 by more 
eonY<'nient trains 01· Jmi,;es. 

Snhst:mtinl amounts wu·e realised b;r the snles h,r 
auction. + + + E.C.S. 

PIIILATJ<JLIC SOCm'rY OF NATAL. 
l'reRident, n. JI. llurst; Hon. 8ec., G. l\'Iilner 

Palmer, P.O. Hox !i88, Durhan; llfrrtin(!R Durban 
Camem Club, 31!) Hmith Str0et, 1st" 'and 3rd 
\Vecllwsdays, 7 p.m. 
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The October meetings of our Society, lw1d at om· 
usual rendezvou~ on the 7th and 21st, were well at
tended and interesting. l\lr. J. Lyle, our hon. ex
change superintendent, favoured us with a display of 
Commemorative stamps, of whLch he is a lrnPn col-
lector. and some brief notes relating thereto. JHr. 
P. C. Dishop, in moving a YotP of: thanks, paid tri
bute to the entlrnsiai-:m that had resulted in Sll'Ch 
an interesting ~nd well arranged exhibition. Jt was 
pleasing to welcome :\Ir. :\laskell back among us to 
conduct the Society's nuetion. H was announced tha1 
the Phillips' Blaek Vapour Lamp, l'f!CPntly acquired 
by the Society for expertising purposes, would be 
installed at Mr. Bishop's office at 63 Club Arcade. 
where members desiring to use it could h:l\'e access 
to it at any time. 

'l'he annual meeting of the Sof'iety ,vas lwld Oil 
-1th ~ovembe:r, when l\Ir. H. 11. Jlu1·st was elected 
President in succession to l\1r. I'ercy C. Bishop, who 
was unable to accept nomimttion f()r re-Plection. The 
name of :\Ir. Bishop was addPd 1•> the list of Vice
presidents. All the officers of the Society were re
elected, with the following members of the committf'P 
"without portfolio": :\ll's .. J. \Y. i\lelville and :\1Pssrs. 
R. G. WPbb, C. D. Kettle, B. L. Cock; and R. Morton. 

By way of paying greater attention to tlw welcom
ing of visitors to our meeiings it was d<!cided to 
appoint a Fellowship Sub-conunit1eP. Also, to facili
tate exchanges among our members, arrangements 
haYe bePn made to circulate lists of "'Yants and 
Offers" wit It the mon1 hly letter. 

+++ G.:\l.1'. 

PHILATELIC SOCIETY OB' JOHANNESBUHG. 
President, J. H. Harvey Pirie; Hon. Secretary, 

L. Buchen, Box 4967, Johannesburg . .Meeting::;, 2nd 
'l'uesdays, 8 p.m., Sanlam Building, Loveday Street, 
Johannesburg. 

At the October meeting the Enst Hand Philatelic 
Society were the guests of the en•ning. They brought 
with_ them four excellent exhibits, "'hich were greatly 
adunred. 

LiPut. II. Suklje sllowed a mint collection of the 
stamps of King George VI in blocks of four. 'l'he 
1:ollection was practically complete and contained 
most of the rarer issues. ,,·ell displayed and writ
ten up, this collection sho,Yed the adyantages of 
new issues. -

:\Ir. P. Riordan showed a very comprehensive col
l~ction of the stamps of King (;eorge V issued in 
Africa. Here again most of the rare items were 
displayed. 

A very fine co11edion of Calla<lian stamps . was 
exhibited by Mr. "'· n. Uillm<)re. And finally :\fr. S. 
Legator showed a spedalised collection of the O.F.S. 
:\Ir. Legator is well known for l1is many <'x<·PllPnt 
<·ollectio11s, and this 0.11'.S. colkction was well up 
to the Legator standard. Bxcellen1ly displayt>d and 
writ.ten up, this collef'.tion contai1wd many of the 
gTea t rarities hlHl nwst of' the lPSSPI' errors. 

A very vleasant evening was svent by 1he large 
nmnher of ml'mbers and Yisitors. 

There was a record n tten(hilieP n t the mee: ing on 
10th Xo,·cmlwr, whi<-h was prcside<l ov1'r hy 1 )1•. ,J 
H. 1Iarvi•y l'il'ie. 'rhe XoYember meeting is alway8 
krnnvn a:,; Hospital nig-h1, when a:n auction of i1Pms 
eontribut<•d by nwmbers is l!elct. th,) vrnePeds of whkh 
a1·n donatl'd to the Johanneslmr_g llo:,;pital. l1'or eal'l1 
pound n.'alised from the nuetion, the ::-;oeit•ty <·on
tributPs another l)OU!Hl, .ind hell<'P as tlw auction 
realised £:.!--1 7s. it means that the I-Iospi1al will 
benefit to the anw·unt of £els 1-ls. 

A g-r<'at Yariety of ma1erial was offered for auc
tion, including- all.Jums, vn<'kets, sets m· aceurnula tim1s 
of stamps of sevPrnl countries, Pie. 

After the auction, which took up most of 1he 
evening, :\Ir. I. Isaacs read some short notes o.f in
terest concerning the l'Xhibit whkh he tabled which 
he desc1'ibcd as a "foot-note to the description of 
airmails," and whieh consisted of picked flo,vn 
covers which sketeliilJ· portr:1yed tlw den•lopments 
of the air posts of 1 he world during the past fifteen 
years. This display PlllIJluisised on the minds of all 
rhose who saw it how rapidly we become accustomed 
to new developments, so that in 1 hP short span of 
18ss than a generation we take for granted dev('}op
ments which at the begimling of the period seemed 
like mere dreams of Yisionaries. 

An important announcement was made which will 
enable all kindly spirited stamp collectors with somi> 

spare duplicatPs to as:,:ist in making a happie1· 
Christmas for the children of soldiers up ::-;ortl1. :\Ir. 
and :\ln,. Hec1fonl ar<' endt'aTom·ing to accurnula te 
at least 230,000 forPign, XOT UNION stamps of 
1:omparatiYPly low Yal1.1ps from ,Ylli<'h to make up 
small packets to be distrilmtecl on behalf of tlw ::\Irs. 
Smuts fund, ill Lhe way of Christmas presents for 
tlw children of mt>n 110w on aetin• SPl'dee. PLE.A::-;E 
Sl'nd your stamp eonnilmtioni-: to this worthy fund 
to eithPr :\lr. \\'illiam Heclfonl. Broadcast I louse, 
.Tohanneslmrg, or :\l!'s. \Y. Hedfonl. :3s Gth i:ltreet. 
Lower Houghton, A'!' OXCE. 

+++ 
QUARTER PERFS. 

The "Philatelic Magazine" fully approves 
of Gibbons' suggestion to cut out listing of 
quarter perfs. and recommends that the prac
tice should be adopted immediately and in 
entirety. 

They do not approve, however, of the sug
gestion to move up all the record2d quarters 
to the nearest half; on measuring a large 
series of stamps ( with a Gibbons gauge!) 
they consider that 19 should be moved up and 
20 down. 

The issue of 11th September gives a list of 
stamps of 25 countries with a correction 
table. We quote the two following:-Union of 
S. Africa 14:i x 141 to be 15 x 14~, and 14:i 
x 14 to be 15 x 14. Kenya, 141 to be 14, 13¼ 
to be 13, and lU x 131 to be lH x 13. 

+ + + 
B.C.A. 1907 2d. & 4d. MULT. C.A. 

Messrs. L. N. and M. Williams tell the story 
of these two rarest K.E. VII stamps in the 
"Philatelic Magazine." The issue of the new 
designs in 1908 made these two unnecessary 
and an attempt was made to dispose of the 
entire printing. Messrs. Stanley Gibbons were 
offered the lot (between 20,000 and 30,000 
each value), but declined them. Apparently 
no further effort was made to sell them and 
almost the entire printing was destroyed. 
About ten years elapsed before sp2cimens of 
the stamps came on the market. 

The first found were sold at £15 each. Now 
there are 18 known specimens of each de
nomination, including blocks of four in the 
Royal collection. A pair in 1935 fetched £235 
in London and in 1939 a pair was rnld by 
auction in Philadelphia for 910 dollars. 

+ + + 
NEW "MULT. C.A." WATERMARK. 

"Stamp Collection" draws attention to the 
fact that many of th2 wartime printings of 
British Colonial stamps are on a thinner and 
whiter paper than previously, and that the 
gum is whiter. Most important variation, how
ever, is the evidence that a new dandy roll 
must have been hrought into use in the manu
facture of the thinner paper. This is proved 
by a comparison of the shap2 of th~ letters 
CA in the watermark; in the original type one 
leg of the letter A has a decided inward curve, 
whereas on the new dandy roll both legs are 
symmetrical. 

Apart from these general characteristic~, 
some issues present special features of their 
own due to wartime conditions-shades, 
changes in perforation, etc. 
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